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SOCIALIST WRITER DETAILS 'DECLINE' OF POLITICAL LEFT
Sydney THE BULLETIN' in English 19 Nov 85 pp 31-33
[Article by Tim Duncan: '"Heart-to-Heart Attack of the Left"]

[Text]

“A HARD-headed examin-
ation of the Australian politi-
cal scene in 1985 suggests that
the left is now in a very
serious state of decline.™

Although the left habitual-

ly parades its various states of
crisis, it is rare to find grim
conclusions  like this one
emerging from the heart of
the ALP left in Victoria.
Usually the critical thinking
is done outside, in the social-
ist and communist splinter
groups. The ALP left general-
ly shoots from the hip and
counts the numbers.

But one of the rising stars
of the new guard Socialist
Left, Lindsay Tanner, has
broken with tradition. He has
produced a cold critique of
the left's bleak prospects
which is bearing the brethren
some very unpleasant tidings.

Clearly, the strain of hold-
ing topether the Socialist Left
faction while Labor is in gov-
ernment is taking its toll
Meanwhile, the newer generation of
factional activists who Tanner repre-
sents have been prompted to go back to
first principles.

Tanner is not yet 30 years old, but al-
ready he is president of the economics
policy comamittee of the Victorian
branch and as well a member of the
branch's powerful administrative com-
mittee. He is trained in Jaw, he has a
masters in history, and has worked with

Holding. Redlich and Co. the key Mel-
bourne Jegal firm which services much
of the Victorian Labor movement.

A former editor of the Mclbourne
University student newspaper. Farrago.
with vears of experience in student,
conservationist and machine polirics.
he works as a backroom researcher for
Victorian Senator Barney Cooney. And
he is a reliable and personable charac-
ter to boot. Tanner is one of the very
few promising vounger talents associ-
ated with the Victorian left, so his blunt
analysis of the left’s general weaknesses
i both politically significant as well as
timely.

Tanner's view of the left can be
summarised as follows: First, the left
has lost its ideological drive. The intel-
lectual leadership that the Communist
Party of Australia (CPA) once pro-
vided Australian socialists has disap-
peared.  Socialist  Forum, which
emerged from the CPA ashes in Vic-
toria as a vehicle to bring the
Eurocommunism of the CPA's Victor-
ian leadership into the ALP left, has
failed 10 replace it. Meanwhile the in-
fluence of the CPA has contracted to
NSW,

Second. the remaining old left cells
are decaving. Socialist sects such as the
pro-Soviet Communist Party of Austra-
lig. the pro-Chinese CPA (Marxist-
Leninist),  the  Trotskvist  Socialist
Workers Party, and the breakawayv SPA
group the Socialist Activities Commit-
tee. arc dogged by regular splits and re-
alignments, and in general. are “in dis-
array and decline.” Others. such as the




Workers Against tmperialism group
(formerly Maoist inclined comm unists)
are locked in combat on behalf of (he
Socialist Left old guard with the CPA
elements of Socialist Forum. In general
the left sect scene is byzantine and com-

pletely divoreed fron the society which

hosts i,

Third. the left is impotent. The par-
liamentary left of the ALP lacks figures
of stature at both federal and state lev-
els. Its presence in cabinets tends 10 be
tokenistic, and in any case its contribu-
tion in the only state where it can claim
to have any influence on government,

Victoria, has served mainly to
split the faction, separating

machine purists from parlia-

mentary pragmatisis,

Fourth. the industrial wing
of the Jeft has split over its
participation in “the accord.”
The left has been unable 10
penctrate the ACTU secre-
tariat. nor even the Trade
Union  Training  Authoriry,
But it has made some gains in
the public sector white-collar
unions.

Finally. the leftis divorced
from Australian culture. Ou
there in barbeqgue land, “the
situation is a good deal more
serious. The proportion of the
population professing a com-
mitment 10 socialism is ap-
parently declining. The ah-
sence of a unifving, inspira-
tional focus on the left and
the increasing iragmentation
of left forces have brought
things to a point where out-
right marginalisation looms.”

How did it happen? Tan-

ner isolates the left's hidebound con-
servatism. the fatal weakness which has
denied it the chance to define. let alone
to seize. 1ts opportunities as the nature
of Australian society has changed.
“The Victorian Socialist Left is sill
heavily permeated with an idealised
conception of the revolutionary biue-
collar worker and a perception of the
tertiary cducated white-collar  em-
ployee (who is guite fikely to be on
fower wages than a builder's laborer or
a skilled metalworker) as ‘middle-
class™.”

In other words, the left has been so
blinkered by its static picture of nine-
teenth century class structure that Aust-
ralia has simply passed it by,

But there are other causes of the
teft's decline. Tunner poimis out that the
left's general inability 10 undersiand

the media has kept it in the wake of

events. too suspicious of the means of
its access 10 the peneral population to
be able 1o take advanage of the Gppor-
tunities that the media can provide it.
Similarly. the left's failure 10 cast off its
ancient ideological baggage. such as its
commitment 1o state capitalism and
nationalisation, has caused it 10 drift
far from the mainstream. Socialisis
have thus left both the media and the
economic arena to the Labor right and
the Liberals, and have become preoccu-
pied with “issues™ such as uranium
mining or ASIO that divert it vel
further from the central themes of econ-
omic and social development.

As Tanner sees i, orthodoxy (some
of it nakedly self interested) reigns su-
preme in the left.

It blindly defends the welfare state,
ignoring the public’s dissatisfaction
with the inefliciencies and rigidities of
bureaucratic behaviour. At the same
time. he savs. the left is unwilling 1o
confront the reality that its own tertiary
educated activists have got onto the
welfare “gravy 1rain,” grabbing job-
creation money for their own pet pro-
jects,

In Tanner's view the Australian left
has lost its sense of “moral commu-
nity.” 1t is obsessed with “dangers,” of
threats of nuclear war, catastrophic un-
emplovment and ccological disaster.
Obsessions like these are hardly attrac-
tive and so it is no surprise that the
population does not turn to the left for
an optimistic vision of a just future: the
left simply does not have ane,

The result is not just a contracting
base of support but also an extraordi-
nary incompetence in basic policy
making. “A great deal of economic pol-
icy formulation within the left seems to
proceed under the assumption that
larger budget deficits are intrinsically
socialist, that protectionism s a
foundation stonc of socialism, and that
reaulation is the key mechanism of
iranstormation from capitalism to so-
cialisra. The primary reason for this
problem is the low level of theoretical
debate within the left.”

Surprisingly. Tanner concludes with
& section titled “grounds for opti-
mism.” There are opportunities for the
revival of the left. he thinks, and the
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clucs to exploiting them lie with the
concerns of the Australian middle-class

as reflected by the increasingly “pro-

gressive”™ stances of the white-collar
unions. migrant - groups, women,
church groups and welfare organisa-

lions ‘on one hand. and on the other,

following British experience. with local
government, Tanner also sees somce
signs - pointing towards left  unity
through the convergence of peace and

socialist groups.

As for the wav ahead. Tanner thinks
that the onus is on the left to create

" within itself a “dramatic change of con-.

sciousness,” based on a revival of opti-
mism. idealism and moral commit-
ment. ‘ :

He is less clear on the future for the
left should such a change in thinking
fail to come about. But reading between

the lines the alternatives seem to be in-

creasing irrelevance or a move towards
the ALP centre. In neither of these
scenarios is it likely that the left will
survive. D
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MELBOURNE DAILY LAUDS HAWKE BUSINESS DEREGULATION

Melbourne THE AGE in English 5 Nov 85 p 13

[Editorial: "Fewer Controls Are Welcome']

[Text]

%};7'}{1[}3 the Opposition talks promisinhly ahout
© V¥ business deregulation, the. RHawke
Government 13 putting it into effect. Slowly and
cautiously, to be sure, but the movement is in the
nght direction. The Prime Minister, in a recent
address to the Business Council of Auvstralia.
onnounced a liberalisation of foreign investment
cuidelines and a further relaxation of controls over
the financtal sector. More significantly, perhiaps, Mr
Hawke also fereshadowed a study o see how much

more red tape could be appropriately unravelied.
The main change is the abolition of the
“opportunities test” which required foreign
companies planning acquisitions or takeovers in
Australia to give Australians the option of getting in

first. The thresholds at which foreign investment

proposals must come under scrutiny have heen
raised, foreign investment in rnerchant banks will
continue to be free from resiraint, and a number of
other controls will be simplified, streamlined or
removed.

/9274 _
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The Prime Minister had little difficulty in
justifying these initiatives; indeed, he conceded that
the Business Council would have wished the
Government to move faster and further. Be noted
that the opportunities test had done little to
stirulate Australian investment while discouraging

-economically useful foreign investment, The

halonce  between attracting  beneficial foreign
investment and ensuring that Ausirabians receive a
fair share of the resultant economic growth is not
easily achieved. Bul, as the Government has
recognised despite Labor's traditional prejudices,
arbitrarv and rigid controls. can be counter-
productive, Continued monitoring of foreign
investment is desirable to ensure that it conforms to
the national interest, but needless regulations
shonld continue ta be dismantled.
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Broadway THE NATIONAL TIMES in English 15-21 Nov 85 p 4

[Article by Geoff Kitney: '"Deflation or Jobs:

[Text]

TEUTWTOFTHEN Bederal Calinet was
Cputting together the Aupusd
Budget there was Tandby am
Cdissent abont the strong
«'m\\lh stratepy heing preposed By Frea
surer Paul !\ulmy with one interesting
‘vuplmn R -

Foteign Minister Bill Has denashed Hearing '

d number of questions about the Tilely rate ol
ceonomic prowth for the year ahead T wae
dear from the quedtions he was ashing that
Havden  was somewhat unehsy - aboot e
prospect of the economy overheiting,
Althouph he “didi’e cidvoeite it directly,
Havden quericd whetlior it might be neceseny
to cool thie ccopomy down o bit, to deflate.
Feating v aiwers for Haxeden s guestions
and unluullul contidence about the prospecis
For sustainable strong eronth withont reaesed
Digh inflation. Cabinet laeked Kéating and he
publicly displayed his contidence on the da;
after the Bodpet when he waid that the
Government had weits Sails for growth amed
everyone <hould fuang on.
Rut this week Keating bepan trinvning the
saifs. He set a new conree for sfower prowth,
Higher interest rates and tiphter money were
cmbraced as an emergency responae (o an
aliarming deteriorition i the cconontic out.
look, This deterioration hos the potential 1o
threaten the Hawke Govermment's survival,
Paul Keating, a few months apo refaxed and
confident that he had st the Goverment
comfortably on the road to rewelection to an
historic third term, is vow quite concerned
about whiat is happening to the ceonomy and
faces a nerve wracking peried of  dedicate
adjustments o ceonomic policy 1o beep the
economic and politival steatepy viable.

Keating in a Cleft Stick"]

With some subtle changes of cinplaeis from

‘Iimllw trime, Reating declared on Foesdin that

the Giovernment wis not piesuing the I
mum possible growth ate bnstead, what it
wanted was o Csustainable™ hiphorate of
prowth.

The difference between the twa iy signiticant
and s already being felt painfully i the
conpnunity l\\f e h’vlc who are bhorrowing
BIONey.

The stratepy which Keting is o prsuaing
and which Tederat Cabinet endorsed with
some tepidation on Wedneaday s to take
some of the prowtls off tre top of the ceonamy
by making uuhl too expensive for some
harrowers,

The Cabinet mecting, eatled o approve
Waep increase in the Australian Savinps Bond
vate, heard a Trank vreport from Keating abowt
the problems that are beinp vaused by the
aerious distortions in the batance of paviments.,

He tobd Cabinet that the Tatl in the volue of
the Austiatian dollar was not contiibating (o
anvimprovement in the balance of paymeuts as
strongly or as guickly as he had oped beeause
atrong domestic demand was ol acking in®
imports at o high Jevel

He indicated that domestic densmd, which
was forecantin the Budpetto prow inreal termes
By 3 percent in LORA 86 S i Lt prosing
around S per cent” This hrad pushied the overall
pate of ceonomic prov. th wellabove the Budeet
forecast of aroumd S Tper tent

eating, said that vne wayv of reading to
these faster than ospeeted rates of growth was
to adopt the conie being wrged by “the
deflationist<" in thie business and Hoanciad
connnunitics who wanted (o sgueeze intlation
out of the ceanomy by elamping down stronghy
an growth,



But he siid the price of that policy waubd he
W oreturn to hicher vocmplovinent fevels

e sard that as far as he was concerned the
sinple most important achievement of the
Fabor Government was its success in reducing
wnemployment and this should continne to be
the key objective.

CKeating indicated  that” his stratepy  Tor
dealing with the problem of overbeated
domestic demand was to tighten both “the
money supply. and interest vates.

Fhe aim is to stow down domestic demand
so that there is a resulting reduction in imports
and therefore a healthy improvement in the
very sick balance of pavments. This should
incrcase confidence in the Australian doltar
and Httits value back to the level forecast in the
Budpet, which ‘wounld still allow o relatively
healthy cconamic growth rate throuph 1980
and bevond, _

There wis no oppoasition in Cabinet 1o the
+ Keating strategy but there were some furrowed
“brows and several ministers indicated that they

were very concerned  about the cconomic

difficnlties the Government now faces,
They see some real dangers in tryving to make
policy settings aimed at just shaving cnouph

off the top of the growth 1ate (o slow down the

Sdemand for imports,

The risk, which K¢ ating concedes, u.lh ttthe

sipueese on credit (the effeet of which will be
difficult to judge because of the fag bietween
adjustmient and clfect) could be 100 severe and
that it will knock the stoffing ont af
investment. That would shasli growth and
reduce employment,

The key objective of 50,000 new jobs in the
first three years of the Hawke Government,
pow <o tantalisingly close, could suddenhy

recede and the level of uncimplosment could

bepin (o tise again, ‘

This concern was echoed in the Labor
Caucus on Tuesday when John Langmore,
vho worked for Keating as an ddvicer in the
carly days of the Hawke Government, and
left-wing MP Peter Baldwin questioned
Keating and Hawke about the dollar crinis,

“The point lhcv made i their guestions was
that instead of lilting interest rates and risking
& serious reduction in economic dctivity the
Government should be willing to consider

using the money it holds in lmmnn FeseIvVes (o

go into the mitket and delcml the dollar and
HiC its value.

Langmore and Raldwm had pot o simila
proposition at a meeting of the -Caucus
economics committee a month ago. Keating,
attended that meeting and tejected the
proposition out of hand.

At Tuesday's meeting, he was bluster, 11
getting sick of this ballshit,” he said.

19274
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Both Keating and Hawke vepeated whai
they have said previously about intervening:
the dollar had been floated and a float is o
Hoat, Intervention by the Government (o atfect
the market was out of the question,

The questions at the Caucus mecting weie
symiptomatic of a growing uneasiness wnong

-Government MPs about the insipid dollar and

particularly the electoral impact of high
interest rates.”

Although many finapcial institutions case
the burden of rising interest rates on home
buyers by Nlcndmp the term of their loans

[ X EAN

Tatber b Bfbag e vopayinent My are

hndu\p graving hostility in their dector \tva to
the interest-rate hikes,

~ The Jevel of teusion on the Government
benches might have heen higher had “the
Oppasition becdn able to mount an effective

“political offentive overthe probleims of the $A.

‘the Opposition’s difficulties will, however,
become quickly irrelevant i the Keating
strategy for snlvm;- those pmMcm. doces not
work.

H the tiphtening of ¢ redit does i impacton the
balance of papyments substantially by the carly
months of 1986 and the dolar ships lower, the
Hawke (mvc'lmncul will face a very d: mgerans
(IIHI'\

K mlmu be Iw\ cs that in those circomstiancees,

“to prevent the price effects of another major
~devaluation feeding into the economy through
“wages, another ronnd of discounting would be

necessaty. Union agreement to that would be
ditficalt if not impossible o achieve,

The unions would argue stronply that thev
have already piven up a lot and that thev
should nat be (‘\pctlcd to give any more.

Figures given in Parliament this week by
Limployment and Industrial Relitions Minis
ter Ralph Willis indicate that, despite claiins
“that Australia’s weak dollar is lngely due o

“eoncern” about thie fevel of wages, there b

been real modvmtmn during (hc period of e

Hawke Government.

The an’crupc aniual rate of prowth of awad
wages over the three calender years 1983 1o
P985 is about 5.25 per cent (including the fatest
ni mon.ll wige rise) ‘compared with 1.5 per
cent i the last three years of the Faser
Government. Real unit Tabour costs have
follen nearly 10 pér cent since Y8281,

But despite these figures Cabinet would
“almost certainly support the case for discount-

ing. for Turther devaluation: caused ["l'i'\‘t“
IICTeases. ' :
- This would teave lh(- Govermment with the
unpalatable options of abandoning the accord
and resorting to arguing before the Arbitiation
Commission (o discount wages despite union
objections or. more dramatically, to IL‘\UI( taa
new wages freese, ‘ A 8




WAGE DECISION CUTS VALUE OF DOLLAR

North Richmond THE LAND in English 7 Nov 85 p 3
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THE financial markets have taken

quick judgment of this weck’s

national wage decision and have

s0ld the Australian dollar down to

near record low rates against the
hnited States currency.

In trade-weighted terms the dollar has
fallen 1o its lovest point being valued at
62¢ against the currencies of our major
trading partners - down five per cent in
the past weck.

The fall was much more significant
against some individual currencies. noti-
biv the Japanese Yen.

Theoretcally the rural sector benefits
from a weaker Australian dollar in that
export receipls are boosted.

In practce such are the marketing
structures  operating in Australia that
these benefits can take months or vears to
filter buck to the furmer if at all.

Teavine  aside reductions in world
prices which are clesrly bearing dowin on
farm returns. rough estimates of a fuliing
dotkir mean that for every one cent drop
against the US dollar, export receipts go
ups 100 million but costs micrease $40
niltion.

This is particularly the case with wheat
industry where the cost increases are felt
well hefore the beneiits,

Another pmblcn'n for the farmer is that
the volatibiy of the Ausiratian dollar does
not help in the planning of production

|
[Article by Andrew Heap and Rod Metcalfe]
[Text]

decisions while il ean also disguise the
woe state of the world commodity mar-
ket

4200/347

Therefore careful attention needs to be
given to the effect of higher interest rates
&n cash flow and deht implications for
farmers who are sound business managers

- the short torm as the government

atiempts 10 bring the Australian dollar
back into line.

The fall in the Avsirahan dollar this
weck appears to break a deadlock which
has existed since June where the Austra-
fian dollar wraded within a very small
range of US 68-72 cents.

Up until this week as the US dollar fell,
the Australian dofiar went down with it
However, the neaking of the resisiance
by the Australian dollar against the US
dollar stems from a lack of confidence on
the part of importers, exporters and
overseas investers due to o several une
favorable ecomomic ibdicators within the
Australian cconomy.

Of particular concern has been thit
inflation has risen 1o 7.6 per cent and is
forecast 10 g0 higher and that the current
'Junum dclm( will (‘unlmuz 0 Blow ont

fin} (én‘xsnrm:r ]rl'iCQ
38pe despite the o :
devalumion  effect which shouki have
been discounted, has given  the fioal
dovnward push o the dollar,

The government had been hoping that
the promise of a 2.0pc dizcoun <10
be presented at the next national wage
case hearing would prevent anv furtier
fall.

The davger for the government and the

CCONOMNY OV 18 that 1'1\“ market me IV ST

v

1o 1gmore the fundamentals and continue
o vote on the doflar by speenindon and
maood.
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WAGE DECISIONS INCREASE FARMING COSTS

North Richmond THE LAND in English 7 Nov 85 p 3

[Article by‘Rod Metcalfe, Rural Press News Bureau]

[Text]

FARMERS will have to pay about $14 a week extra for farm workers following two wage decisions
handed down by the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission in Meclbourne in the past week.

Shearing rates have rien by $6.02
10 $106.89 per 100 as @ result of the
two decisions.

As well there are also expected 10
be significant rises in on-cocts likely
10 be p:nd by farmers as other
sectors of m(nqn hit by higher
wage bills ¢ ltunpt to recoup the
CXUEA COst.

Farmers will also be hit with a
hefty back pay bill as the 2.6 per
cent of the mcwrw is ruros}wcruu
untl April & 1983 for emplovess
under the Pastoral Indusiry Award.

Jle wo decisions reline to the
netional wage case hearings this vear
that vumlca pav rises 1o farm work-
ersof 2, txpL and 3.5pc.

The 2épe increase granted laie
Jast week by the commission flowed
from an .nn.mpl by the National
Farmers Federation 10 have e
April national wage case decision
not passed on to the Pastoral Indus-
iy Award.

The NFF opposed the automatic
flow-on  on the grounds of the
mdustry’s inability to pav.

Last” week's decision was com-
pounded this week when the full
pench of the commussion handed
dovn the full 3.8pc wage increase

/9274
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soneht by the Ansratan Council of
Trude Unions under  indexation
gutdelines,

The NFF has reacied sirongly 1o
both decisions. claiming they over-
ook economic ravionalitv: and do
notiing to address the pmhkm of
Australia living bevond its ineans,

Feonomist with the NFF. Dr Roh
Campbell. said it wag particularly
dxxmmmﬂ that in its report into the
38pe decision. the commizsion did
not mention the rural sector and
onhy barely memioned the export
1oL,

However, NFF ondustriab officer.

Ar Paul Houlihan. said the adverse
response o the laest decision from
the rural industry and other ¢m-
plover orezunmuona provided soms
encouragement for the future.

Mr Houlihan said the Confedera-
tion of Australian Industry was now
miking noises of pulling ‘out of the
svstem. which could lead 1o it
eventual breakdown,

He said the NFF would probably
not be opposing the flow-on of the
3.8pe decision in light of the com-
mission’s response 10 the earlier
apphcation.

“The decision has slso got 1o be

seen against the hackerourd of nral
umnm]mn et oriates of and
where studies have le\\n that {or
every increase in wages in the farm
sector there is an equa dincrease in
wicmplovment.” Mr Houliban said

Ho\w\u the back-dated decision
could create enormons fegal and
financial problems of emp Tovers of
fubor under the pastors 1{ mdlhu\
award, particulwrv contractors,

Aceording 10 Ny Foalihan, most
contracts eptered nto and finalised
between April and  the handing
down of the 2.6me Nlow on decision.
had been determined at the old rate
of pav under the sward, '

“ivow with backdating. the con-
tractor will have 1o pay the men the
higher rate w Ih no seope for 1ecov
ey of the cost.™ he said.

Grazeos  shearing e mager, NMr
Brian Clark, said s L()mpdn‘ wonld
now have to go through its books
and submit cluims 10 \\oolﬂl(v\\'m\
for recovery of the extra cost.

Mr Clak said the back-dating
decision would cost his company
somewhere in the order of $80.000 10
$100.000 in wages which would have
to be recovered from around 400-500
woolgrowers.

RY )‘ym
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GOLKAR STATEMENT ON GENERAL ELECTIONS, ECONOMY
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 21 Oct 85 p A 1

[Text] Jakarta, 21 Oct (ANTARA)--Golkar, the ruling functional group, on its
21st anniversary Sunday night issued a Political Declaration which was the
result of deliberations in its National Working Conference held in the capital
17-19 October.

The declaration said that the success of the General National Election to be
held in Indonesia in 1987 would be measured on three criteria. First the
election should be carried out in peace and in an orderly way and in strict
accordance with the law--meaning it should be direct, universal, free and
secret. -

Second, it should be participated in with full consciousness by as many voters
as possible. The election in 1987 should be participated in by at least as
many voters as the past election in 1982. :

Third, the election should guarantee the constinuity and stepping up of na-
tional development as the implementation of Pancasila with victory in the
hands of the New Order. '

In connection with the election, Golkar's aim is to enhance the quality of
political life to make it ever-fresh, stable and dynamical in line with the
family spirit conceived in Pancasila and the UUD 1945 constitution.

The declaration said the challenge of political development in the future is
to make Pancasila an operational ideology capable of answering complex chal-
lenges.

On the economy, Golkar supports the efforts of the government to eliminate
structural obstructions and excessive bureaucracy which had caused a high-
cost economy in the country.

Golkar also supports President Soeharto's call which asked the nation to
start thinking about the basic ideas and aims of the second phase of the
nation's long-term development (covering the Vth up to the Xth five-year na-
tional development plans).



The establishment of the basic outlined of these future plans will facilitate
the regeneration process of the nation, guaranteeing that the national devel~
opment will continue, always renewed and stepped up.

On the international situation, Golkar declared its deep concern about pre-
vailing discrimination and protectionism in the world economy, armed con-
flicts among nations in many regions of the globe and stagnation in the
North-South dialogue.

In this regard, Golkar supports the policies which the Indonesian government
has adopted.
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DELEGATIONS' VISITS TO USSR LEAD TO INCREASED TRADE
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 22 Oct 85 p A 7

[Text] Jakarta, 22 Oct (ANTARA)--The visits of KADIN Indonesia (Indonesian
chamber of commerce and industry) to the Soviet Union as well as of Foreign
Minister Mochtar Kusumaatmadja and of the Coordinating Minister for Economic,
Financial and Industrial Affairs and Development Supervision Ali Wardhana
were instrumental in raising the volume of trade between the Soviet Union
and Indonesia by about 25 percent, Soviet Ambassador to Indonesia Semivolos
pointed out at his meeting with KADIN Indonesia's General Chairman

Sukamdani S. Gitosardjono here Monday.

The Ambassador said that the greater part of Indonesia's exports to the
Soviet Union covered non-oil/non-gas commodities, such as rubber and coffee.
The trade relations between the two countries could be stepped up thanks to
the better understanding between Indonesia and the Soviet Union.

Ambassador Semovolos also discussed plans to hold an exhibition of Soviet
industrial products in Indonesia and on the other hand an exhibition of
Indonesian industrial commodities in the Soviet Union.

The exhibitions will be held in the framework of cooperation between KADIN
Indonesia and the Soviet chamber of commerce and. industry, which had been
signed in Moscow last year.

The cooperation also includes the promotion of both countries' respective
goods in Indonesia and in the Soviet Union. ‘

Invitation to Soviet Chamber of Commerce

Sukamdani at the meeting also conveyed an Invitation of KADIN Indonesia to the
general chairman of the Soviet chamber of commerce to visit Indonesia to see
from close quarters the economic development in Indonesia.

The visit of the Soviet chamber of commerce is expected to take place in
March or April 1986, Sukamdani said.

The Soviet ambassador also informed about the coming visit of a Soviet Union
delegation led by Soviet Union Deputy Prime Minister Jakov Petrovich Ryabov,
accompanied by Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade J. Grishin and Deputy I of
the committee of Foreign Economic Relatioms Kachanov.

/9274
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TRADE DEFICITS WITH INDIA

Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 11 Oct 85 P 6

[Text]

The balance of trade between India
for the latter in the past ten years,

ed a surplus of US$.2,559.343,

JPRS»SEA=85=195
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INDONESIA

and Indonesia has shown deficits

except in 1980, when Indonesia record-

The cumulative deficit Indonesia has sustained in bilateral trade with India

in the past ten years amounted to over US$742.85 million.,
trade between Indonesia and India in the 1975-1984 period,
statistical data obtained from BPS (Central Bureau of Stati

The balance of
according to
stics), is as

12

follows:
Indonesia's Exports Indonesia's Imports
Volume FOB Value Volume CIF Value Balance for
Year (M.Ton) (US$) (M.Ton) (Us$) Indon. (US$)
1975 28,071 12,622,000 117,964 40,939,000 - 28,317,000
1976 13,157 4,247,049 519,381 122,885,296 ~ 118,638,247
1977 99,126 27,547,276 190,613 83,002,119 - 55,454,843
1978 142,692 31,398,745 271,431 111,913,637 - 80,504,892
1979 55,899 17,740,358 230,722 125,585,175 - 107,844,817
1980 301,837 45,797,034 54,239 43,237,691 + 2,559,343
1981 215,296 22,611,611 78,539 79,932,373 - 57,320,762
1982 75,885 8,165,582 390,054 225,570,891 - 217,405,309
1983 64,035 9,688,549 53,449 55,131,737 - 45,443,188
1984 139,279 26,523,012 23,607 58,449,277 -~ 31,926,215
Cummulative deficit in the past ten years - 742,855,273



Viewed from commodities involved in bilateral trade, Indonesia's exports to
India the past ten years have expanded from 12 kinds of commodities worth
US$12 million in 1975 to 31 kinds of commodities valued at US$26 million in
1984,

The package of exports from Indonesia to that South Asian state in 1970's con~
sisted of mainly traditional commodities, such as essential oil, processed
timber and machinery spareparts. But in the past several years, Indonesia's
exports to that country have also included other commodities, such as palmoil
products, gum, turpentine, glycerol, cashewnut, betelnut, animal hides, sponge
iron, components of bicycles and motorcycles, and printed materials.

But in the same period, from 1975 to 1984, Indonesia's imports from India
increased drastically from 90 kinds of goods worth US$40 million to 115 kinds
of commodities worth US$60 million. The import value even reached US$125
million in 1979 and US$225 million in 1982.

The supply of goods from India to Indonesia consists of among others animal
feeds, cotton, vegetables, dye stuffs, synthetic rubber, plastic material,
spices, chemicals, rubber products, textile yarn, paper, glassware, construc-
tion materials, power generators, compressor pumps, heater/cooler apparatuses,
electric appliances and many other industrial products.

19274 '
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EXPORT OF COAL TO DPRK POSTPONED
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 21 Oct 85 p A 3

[Text] Jakarta, 21 Oct (ANTARA)~-Indonesia's export of rubber to North
Korea has been postponed in view of North Korea's failure to fulfill its
obligation.

Executive Director of the Indonesian Rubber Exporters Association (Gapkindo)
Ir. Harry Tanugraha said that Indonesia in July 1984 exported 10,000 tons
natural rubber worth US$9.64 million to North Korea.

This export was the first made to North Korea in the framework of expanding
export of Indonesia'snatural rubber. But the North Korean had failed to
fulfill its obligation to pay for the rubber in due time.

Harry said that Gapkindo involves ten rubber processing plants and four
state-run banks in its export drive to North Korea.

/9274
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50,000 TONS OF STEEL WIRE TO BE EXPQRTED TO PRC
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 11 Oct 85 p 3

[Text] Indonesia will export 50,000 tons of steel wire worth over US$14
million (FOB) to China this year. The transaction for the supply of steel
wire to hhina has been made through a U.S. company, but the commodity is
shipped directly from Merak to China, President Director of PT Krakatau:
Steel Ir. Aribowo has stated. ‘

Speaking before reporters after meeting with President Soeharto at Bina
Graha here Thursday, the Krakatau Steel president director explained further
that the contract for the supply of 50,000 tons of steel wire to the popu-
lous country was signed in January 1985.

Besides exporting steel wire to China, PT Krakatau Steel has also selling its
products to Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, the United States, Britain, Japan and
India, according to Ir. Aribowo. {sentence as published]

The exports of Krakatau Steel's products are expected to be worth US$30.8
million till December 1985, or around 10 percent of the total income of the
company from the sale of its products, Ir. Aribowo added.
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MINISTER DESCRIBES 'PROBLEMS' CREATED BY RICE SURPLUS
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 22 Oct 85 p A 12

[Text] Palangka Raya, 22 Oct (ANTARA)--Indonesia will suffer a loss of
around 50 percent if it exports rice to overseas markets where the price
is declining sharply, Junior Minister for the Increase of Food Production
Wardoyo has said.

Addressing a coordinating meeting of the Central Kalimantan agricultural
mass guidance advisory board and work-units here Monday, he said Indonesia
now is capable of exporting rice due to its achievement in self-sufficiency.

The junior minister pointed out that Indonesia, formerly known as the biggest
rice importer in the world that absorbed some two million tons from the over-
seas production, has been successful in attaining rice self-sufficiency,
thanks to the national agricultural development.

The rice surplus nevertheless now brings in a new unprecedented problem on
technical matters, particularly concerning rice storage and its preserva-
tion. The rice stock held by the national logistics board and its regional
depots has now reached approximately 3.5 million tons.

According to the junior minister, the preservation expenses alone have cost
more than Rp 11 billion in interest every month.
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COUNTRY SELF-SUFFICIENT IN UREA FERTILIZER
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 11 Oct 85 p 4

[Text] The supply of urea fertilizer from fertilizer plants in the country
will be able to fulfill the domestic demand for this product in the next two
to three years, according to Chairman of the Indonesian Association of
Fertilizer Producers (API) Ir. A, Salmon Mustafa.

Ir. Salmon, who is also president director of PT Pupuk Kujang, stated when
he received a group of House Commission Vi recently that the excessive pro-
duction of urea in the country was estimated to result in a surplus of about
600,000 tons in the domestic supply of this fertilizer.

To cope with the oversupply of urea, the government is currently making ef-
forts to increase urea exports. For the purpose, the government has explored
the possibility of exporting urea to China, since the demand for urea in that
populous country keeps on increasing.

The price of urea on the international market decreases at the present time.
It has dropped to less than US$.100/ton at present frem US$150/ton previously,
according to the API chairman. He also disclosed on the occasion that two
more fertilizer plants were planned to be built outside Java before the end
of the current Pelita IV (fourth five-year development plan).

The two fertilizer plants scheduled to be set up outgide Java consist of
Pupuk Kaltim III in East Kalimantan and PUS RI IB. To intensify the utiliza-
tion of natural gas in the fertilizer industry, the government has decided to
build many more fertilizer plants outside Java.

The production of urea by PT Pupuk Kujang, which is located in West Java,
dropped from 554,733.375 tons in 1980 to 528,460.475 tons in 1981, declined
again to 515,401,700 tons in 1982, jumped to 578,310,700 tons in 1983 and
slightly decreased to 570,000 tons last year. It reached 248.140 tons in
the first seven months of this year.

The installed capacity of Pupuk Kujang fertilizer plant for the production of
urea is 570,000 tons and the urea production by the plant is estimated to
reach only about 81 percent of the designed capacity this year, because the:a:
repair of processing machines to be carried out this year will interrupt the
the operation of the plant for six working days. [sentence as published]

The flow of fertilizer from the warehouses of PT Pupuk Kujang has run un-
smoothly in the past two months, for most fertilizer warehouses in distri-
bution areas have been full and no longer been able to accommodate fertil-

izer supply. Around 28,000 tons of urea is still available in Pupuk Kujang's
warehouses. :
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SOYBEAN, CORN SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAM ANNOUNCED
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 21 Oct 85 p A 3

[Text] Jambi, 20 Oct (ANTARA)--Junior Minister for Development of Food
Products Wardoyo has announced the implementation of the trans-Sumatra soya-
bean and maize plantation programs here to meet the hope that Indonesia will
no longer import the two commodities in 1986.

The minister when making the announcement on a special soya-bean and maize
plantation on dried land in Pemenang village, Sarolangun Bangko regency,
about 270 km from here Saturday said that Indonesia was able to meet its
soya~bean and maize needs.

He said that based on its rice production surplus, Indonesia must also be
able to be self-sufficient in soya-bean and maize in the near future.

Wardoyo pointed out that in 1984 Indonesia imported 400 thousand tonnes of
soya-bean worth U.S5.$130 million to meet domestic consumption although it
actually could produce the commodity to meet its demand.

To meet the demand, soya-bean and maize will be planted on acid. producing
land after subjected to calcifying.

Land calcification program through land conservation in Sumatra has been
carried out in Lampung, Bengkulu, Riau, West Sumatra, North Sumatra and Jambi.

Soya-bean plantation in Jambi will be opened in January-March 1986 on
9,663 ha of land and 1,918 ha for maize plantation.

Wardoyo explained that the next stage of the soya-bean and maize plantation
project would be launched through intensification and extensivication programs.

The extensification of soya~bean plantation will also be carried out in the
central and western parts of Indonesia, he added.

The minister said that the govermment would provide credits to soya-bean and
maize farmers through the Bank Rakyat Indonesia.

The special soya-bean and maize plantation program is expected to meet domes-
tic consumption and to improve the welfare of the farmers, the minister said.
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PARTICIPATION IN COMING BEIJING FAIR REPORTED
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 22 Oct 85 p A 5

[Text] Jakarta, 22 Oct (ANTARA)--The China Committee of KADIN Indonesia
(Indonesian chamber of commerce and industry) is at present making prep-
arations for the departure of Indonesian entrepreneurs who will take part

in the Beijing Fair (ASPAT 1985) in Beijing November 15 through 30 to intro~
duce various export commodities, the China Committee executive chairman of
KADIN Indonesia H. M. Taha, pointed out here Monday. Through Indonesia's
participation in the Beijing Fair, the People's Republic of China (PRC)

will have a better understanding of Indonesia's capability in exporting its
commodities, he said.

During the last 20 years the trade relations between the two countries which
had been broken off, had been carried out through third countries, until
their restoration on July 5, 1985.

KADIN Indonesia General Chairman Sukamdani S. Gitosardjono had stated to
the chairman of CCPIT (PRC international trade promotion agency) when the
KADIN Indonesia trade delegation visited Beijing July through August as well
as when the PRC trade delegation visited Jakarta in mid-August, that KADIN
Indonesia welcomed the invitation to send a group of entrepreneurs to take
part in the Beijing Fair.

The China Committee of KADIN Indonesia had suggested to private as well as
state enterprises to use the Beijing Fair to display their products, mainly
of commodities which have access into the potential PRC market.
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BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON INDONESIAN PERSONALITIES

[Unless otherwise noted, the following information on Indonesian personalities
has been extracted from Indonesian language sources published in Jakarta.]

DR H. BADARUDDIN JUSUF--Minister of Home Affairs Soepardjo Roestam installed
Dr H. Badaruddin Jusuf in office as deputy governor of Riau Province at a
ceremony held at the Department of Home Affairs on 17 September. Doctor
Badaruddin had previously been secretary of the Riau provincial government.
The deputy governor of Riau was born in the province at Tempuling, Indragiri
Hilir Regency, on 26 July 1932. For 12 years (from 1967 to 1979) he was
regent of Indragiri Hilir. In that position he was successful in raising the
regency to a high level, winning for it the highest state decoration, the
Parasamya Purna Karya Nugraha, at the end of the First 5-Year Plan. For his
services to the nation Doctor Badaruddin was awarded the Satya Lencana
Pembangunan in accordance with the president's Letter of Decision No 038/PK/76
of 3 August 1976. [Excerpts] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 14 Sep 85
pp 1, 3] 5170

YAHYA UBEID-~Master of Laws Yahya Ubeid, former secretary general of the
Central Executive Council of the Development Unity Party, died on 26 September
at Tjipto Mangunkusumo Hospital after having been treated since May 1985 for
diabetes. Since 1962 the deceased had been general chairman of the Ansor
Youth Movement. In 1971, due to this position, he was appointed secretary
general of the Executive Committee of the NU [Nahdatul Ulama--Muslim
Scholars]. 1In 1973 he was appointed secretary general of the Central
Executive Council of the PPP [Development Unity Party], serving in this
position until the First National Congress of the PPP in 1984. The last
position he held was in the leadership of the Development Unity Faction in
Parliament. The deceased served as a teacher in the SMEA [Commercial High
School] in Bandung from 1953 to 1957. He obtained his law degree from
Pajajaran University in 1958 at the same time as Mochtar Kusumaatmaja, who is
now minister of foreign affairs. The deceased was buried in Tanah Kusir
Cemetery on 26 September. [Text] [Jakarta SINAR HARAHAP in Indonesian
26 Sep 85 p 12] 5170 N

COL (RETIRED) HUHNHOLZ--Retired Marine Corps Colonel H. H. W. Huhnholz, 67
years old, died last week after his third heart attack. Bill Huhnholz, as the
deceased was called by his friends, at the time of his death was still
teaching at the Navy Staff and Command School. He had previously served as a
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communications attache in Tokyo. He had been a chief instructor at Marine
Corps Headquarters in Surabaya, had commanded the Navy Institute, and had
served as chief of staff at Marine Corps Headquarters. It is not surprising
that, as one of his friends said: "The Marine Corps deeply feels the loss of a
professional training officer." The deceased, who was a Catholic, was buried
at a military ceremony on 27 September at Tanah Kusir Cemetery in Jakarta.
[Text] [Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 28 Sep 85 p 76] 5170

HAJI IMAM MUNANDAR--Acting Minister of Home Affairs S. Poniman, in the name of
the president, installed Haji Imam Munandar in office as governor of Riau
Province for his second term of office in this position (1985-1990), at a
plenary session of the Riau Provincial Council in Pekanbaru on 3 October.
There were three candidates for the position of governor of Riau for the
period 1985-1990 in the elections held at a plenary session of the provincial
council on 2 September: Imam Munandar, who received 17 votes; Haji Abdul
Rachman Hamid, who received one vote; and Dr Haji Ismail Suko, who received 19
votes. On 6 September 1985 Ismail Suko withdrew his name as candidate
governor of Riau, and finally, in a letter of decision dated 12 September 1985
(No 177/M/1985), the president appointed Imam Munandar governor of Riau. Haji
Imam Munandar was born in Blitar (East Java) on 15 June 1927. He is the son
of Raden Tjitno Prawiro. On 12 March 1952 he married the late Sri Moedjinab.
They had six children, the eldest of whom is now 31 years old, while the
youngest is 16. Three of his children hold master's degrees. He graduated
from a technical high school in 1951. He attended the special course for
senior officers at the Management Institute of the Department of Defense and
Security in 1974. His career in the Army began in 1945 when he held the rank
of second lieutenant. His first post was that of commander of Platoon 1/2/b
in Blitar. His final position in*“the Army prior to retirement was that of
deputy commander of Defense Area I-{Sumatra and West Kalimantan). He was a
major general and held 15 service ribbons and stars. He was appointed
governor of Riau on 2 October 1980 for his first term, replacing Governor
Subrantas, who had died. [Excerpt] [Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 4 Oct 85 pp
1, 41 5170 ‘

MAJ GEN SUDHARMO--Maj Gen (Retired) Sudharmo Djajadiwangsa, former Indonesian
ambassador to Sri Lanka, 62 years of age, died on 6 October in Semarang. He
had served as commander of Military Region XII/Tanjung Pura in West
Kalimantan, as director general of PMD [Village Community Development], and
inspector general of the Department of Home Affairs. [Excerpt] [Jakarta TEMPO
in Indonesian 12 Oct 85 p 15] 5170

MAJ GEN SIAHAAN--Maj Gen (Retired) Ricardo Manik Julius Siahaan, 61 years of
age, died on 1 October at Gatot Subroto Central Army Hospital in Jakarta after
being treated for a heart attack. The deceased left a wife and six children.
He had served as military attache in Yugoslavia and was then inspector general
of the Army. Before becoming a member of Parliament he was assigned to the
staff of the Department of Defense and Security. [Excerpts] [Jakarta TEMPO in
Indonesian 12 Oct 85 p 15] 5170

CS0: 4213739
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"TALK' CITES THAI DISSIDENTS ON CAMBODIA POLICY
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 31 Aug 85 pp 3, 4

[Text] It is widely known that world opinion is presently talking about
the Cambodia issue: who is in control of the lives of the Cambodian people?
All the allies of the Khmer Rouge, especially their expansionist and
hegemonist ringleaders are exerting their efforts to propagandize and turn
black into white to deceive the world's eyes. But every step of their
actions has not been successful at all because the world knows the habits
of these expansionists and hegemonists very well; the Khmer Rouge's past
has left an eternal, lasting horrible scene. The persons in power in
Thailand, who presumably have been supporting the Khmer Rouge to the
fullest, are facing obstacles from progressive Thais who absolutely

refuse to allow the people of Thailand to continue their naive actioms.
Recently, the Coordination Commission for Democracy in Thailand appealed
to the Thai government concerning the consequences of the Thai~Cambodian
border war. The appeal pointed out that, "If the government continues to
carry out attacks along the Thai~Cambodian border, it will push Thailand
toward a war, which will destroy the economy."

Prof Somchai Rakvichit, who is the chairman of the Coordination Commission
for Democracy in Thailand, expressed his opinion about the problem of the
war along the Thai-Cambodian border: "If the Thai government drags out
the border war and allows the expansionists and hegemonists to use Thai
soil to cause trouble for the people of Cambodia,.it will have a heavy
military burden; at that time, finances will move into the negative side."

The Thai newspaper MATICHON in its 27 April 1985 issue had an article about
an intellectual who said that, "In the name of the people of Thailand, we
want to warn the government that it should get away from the Cambodia and
Indochina problems. The government should negotiate with Vietnam as soon

as possible. If the government continues to support the Khmer Rouge, it
will only lead to destruction. If the government wants to preserve the
security of Thailand, it must get away from these problems promptly."

BBC Radio of England broadcasted on 10 July that, "Those who cooperate

with the Khmer Rouge are troublemakers, because the Khmer Rouge has a

rotten background., Europeans are sick and tired and despise these problems."

The peoples of Africa and Latin America have unanimously stated that all
the sanctuaries of the Khmer Rouge should be destroyed and aid in every area
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should be cut. And on 27 August, mass protests in England sent a letter
urging the UN to chase out the Khmer Rouge and its allies from the UN.
The letter also urged the U,S. and British Governments to cancel all aid
to the Khmer Rouge.

World opinion is blaming the outrageous crimes of the Khmer Rouge. The
world's people consider helping the Khmer Rouge to be a naive move because
it is widely known who the criminals are who killed more than 3 million
Khmer people. But a group of imperialists and international reactionaries
stubbornly close their eyes and ears and support and nuture this criminal
group of ethnic extinction. They also exert their efforts in propagandizing,
drugging and poisoning international opinion in any form, hoping to keep
this fake role of the Khmer Rouge on the international stage. Nevertheless,
--it is time that the demands and reminders for justice and human rights in
the world by the progressive world populace and keepers of justice should
be responded to.

12597/9190
CSO: 4206/12
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MONG DISTRICT SECURITY, 'BLOOD DEBT' SAID OWED BY VANG PAO

Vientiane PASASON in Lao 1 Oct 85 p 2

[Excerpts] Hom District was formerly an area that the enemy came into,
moved around, and destroyed. The local people of Hom District were trapped
in difficulties and confusion. They were always oppressed at gunpoint by
the henchmen of the imperialists, especially those of Vang Pao. They
caused considerable bloodshed which the people of Hom District still
remember and cannot forget.

Hom District is presently being built up and restored. The standard of
living for the local people has been improved. Illiteracy has been 100
percent eliminated in Hom District. A total of 53 schools has been built,
which include 1 secondary school, 49 elementary schools, 1 kindergarten,

1 teachers training school, and 1 cadres training school; there are 178
teachers in the school system and 2 hospitals. The hill tribe people have
gradually changed from midland farming to lowland farming. Those who used
to farm in isolation have come to farm collectively and formed a labor
exchange unit, The 103 ha of rice fields has been increased to 300 ha and
a yield of 2.2 tons per ha will increase to 2.5 to 2.8 tons per ha,.

Along with that, the security network has been improved in each area and
each village. Many young people are participating in guerrilla units and
in military service in defending this rich land.

Grandpa Tong Neng, a senior citizen of Ban Long Xan, stated that, "Without
the Lao People's Revolutionary Party [LPRP] or the LPDR government or the
new regime, I believe that all who live in Hom District would not have

any chance to be in charge, to be the owners of this land and to have this
way of life."

12597/9190
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON KAYSONE USSR VISIT
Vietiane PASASON in Lao 2 Sep 85 p 2

[Text] 1In response to the invitation of the Central Administration Committee
of the Communist Party, the Supreme Soviet and the Ministral Council of the
USSR, Comrade Kaysone Phomviharn, secretary general of the LPDR Central
Committee and chairman of the Council of Ministers of the LPDR, successfully
visited and observed work in the USSR between 25 to 28 August 1985.

This important visitor from Laos was welcomed warmly during his visit to the
birth country of the great Lenin. This clearly reflects the increasingly
close and undestroyable flourishing relations, military solidarity and

close cooperation that exist between two parties, the two states and the

two nations of Laos and the Soviet Union.

Starting at 10:00 am (Moscow time) on 27 August, our respected Comrade
Secretary General Kaysone Phomviharn went and laid a wreath at the tombs
of the great Lenin and the unknown soldier at the Kremlin Wall. In the
evening starting at 5:00 pm on that same day, the leader of Laos met with
Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union's Communist Party. Later at
6:30 pm, a reception was given in honor of Comrade Kaysone Phomviharn by
the Soviet Union's Communist Central Party, the Chairman's Commission of
the Supreme Soviet and the Soviet Union's Council of Ministers in the
reception room in the Kremlin Palace in a joyful, intimate and warm a
atmosphere.

In their discussions, Comrade Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev and
Comrade Secretary General Kaysone Phomviharn exchanged reports and opinions
concerning the political, economic and social situations in Laos and the
USSR and preparations for the fourth general congress of the LPRP and the
27th general congress of the Soviet Union's Communist Party. In addition,
both sides examined relations between Laos and the Soviet Union and current
international issues. They both expressed their satisfaction with the major
successes that the Lao and Soviet peoples have grasped. The unanimously
agreed on every issue that was brought up, especially on tightening their
solidarity and increasing overall cooperation between Laos and the USSR

in the present and in the future.

The splendid success of the visit of the senior representative of Laos
has contributed importantly to increasing fraternal relations and total

5



cooperation between the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the LPRP
of Laos, and between the Lao and Soviet peoples.

Our respected Comrade Secretary General Kaysone Phomviharn safely returned
to our country on Aeroflot Airlines.

12597/9190
CS0: 4206/12
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VIENTIANE REPORTS SOVIET GREETINGS TO LAO LEADERS
BK040313 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 4 Dec 85

[2 December joint greetings message from CPSU Central Committee, Presidium
of Supreme Soviet, and Council of Ministers of USSR to Kaysone Phomvihan,
general secretary of LPRP Central Committee and chairman of Council of Min-
isters, and Souphanouvong, president of republic and chairman of SPC of the
LPDR]

[Text] On the occasion of the significant 10th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the LPDR, the CPSU Central Committee, the Presidium of the. Supreme
Soviet, and the Council of Ministers of the USSR would like to convey sin-
cere greetings and best wishes to you, comrades, and through you to the LPRP
Central Committee, the SPC, the Council of Ministers of the LPDR, and all

Lao people.

Ten years ago, the Lao people, under the leadership of the LPRP--their van-
guard which has gone through many trials——-successfully achieved a national-
democratic revolution, thus ushering in a new era in the centuries-long his-
tory of the nation. In the past few years, the Lao people have made great
achievements for the republic in building their new life, safeguarding the
revolution's gains, and opposing aggression by the imperialists and outside
reactionaries. Following the implementation of the third LPRP congress'

r solutions, the laboring Lao people have made outstanding achievements in .
carrying out the revolution to transform the society at the grass-roots level,
developing the national economy, and building the culture and society.

The LPDR's foreign policy of cherishing peace is highly thought of in the
international arena. Laos, and the other Indochinese countries, has become
an outpost of the forces for peace, democracy, and social progress in
Southeast Asia. The Soviet Union has consistently supported the various
creative proposals of the LPDR, the SRV, and the PRK, which have tried to
turn the region into one of peace, stability, and good-neighborliness. Im-
plementing the three Indochinese countries' initiatives will contribute to
improving the situation and guaranteeing the security of all of Asia.

The fraternal friemdship and all-round cooperation established on the firm
- basis of Marxism-Leninism and socialist internationalism between our two




parties and states have been developed and strengthened with each passing year
in the interest of fulfilling the various tasks of building socialism and
communism in our countries and achieving world peace and security. The re-
cent visit to the Soviet Union by Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan, general secre-
tary of the LPRP Central Committee and chairman of the LPDR Council of Min-
isters, was a significant turning point in the development of Soviet-Lao
relations in the next stage.

Joining the working people of the LPDR in celebrating the anniversary of the
republic, the Soviet people are convinced that the Lao people will achieve
new successes in building socialism, thus contributing to strengthening the
socialist community and the common struggle of various socialist countries
and progressive forces around the world for peace, the elimination of the
threat of nuclear weapons, and the relaxation of world tension.-

We wish you, beloved comrades, and all Lao people successes in fulfilling
the tasks of the first 5-year plan to welcome the fourth LPRP Congress

with glorious achievements. May the fraternal friendship and solidarity and
all-round cooperation between the CPSU and the LPRP and between the USSR

and the LPDR be developed and strengthened!

/6662
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ARMY SIGNAL UNIT EXPANDED, DIFFICULTIES DESCRIBED
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 27 Sep 85 p 2

[Excerpt] Signal Demi-Battalion "A" in Vientiane is one of the armed
forces' divisions successfully performing the two duties of national

defense and socialist development. This demi-battalion is currently growing
and getting stronger.

In 4 years, Signal Demi-Battalion A grew from being a company to a demi-
battalion on 23 August 1984, Actually, this unit has not been able to
escape difficulties and confusion because of a lack of command experience,
its broad range of duties, and a shortage of vehicles, which are mostly
old leftovers from war time. As a result, these cars and trucks need
considerable maintenance and repair. Sometimes, we have to combine two or
three engines to get a single usable one in such trying circumstances.

The cadres of Signal Demi-Battalion A lack technical experience and they
must concentrate on educating themselves in political ideology; however,
they are not discouraged. They are trying to improve the organization of
their demi-battalion and the standard of living of the persoms in it.

In general, every task of Signal Demi-Battalion A is difficult and confusing
but with determination and a revolutionary spirit, with responsibility to
and awareness of organizations, regulations and the structure of the army
and with vocational training, cadres and combatants have been able to
perform their duties successfully. They have also been able to draw

lessons and learn from veterans by increasing their solidarity and giving
mutual assistance in every task for which this demi-battalion is responsible.
Manpower has been organized and divided to improve the performance of the
unit. There is also assistance in farming in order to increase the standard
of living of the demi-battalion.

With this determination and valor, the cadres are growing strongly in
technical ability and political ideology only 1 year after the demi-~
battalion was established. Regulations are enforced and orders are obeyed
uniformly throughout the demi-battalion. The cadres of Signal Demi-
Battalion A are performing their duties according to the slogan, "Our work
is guaranteed and prompt" and promptly coordinating between the lower and
upper levels of the chain of command., This demi-battalion's operation rums
smoothly in every circumstance and environment, day or night, at all times.

12597/9190
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SRV LABORERS HELP BUILD PHONGSALY ROAD
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 30 Sep 85 p 2

[Excerpt] Ban Pak Nam Noi is a village in Mouang Khoua District, Phongsaly
Province. It is located in a mountainous area 100 km from the provincial
administration office. Travel and transport from Ban Pak Nam Noi to the
provincial administration office are slow due to a lack of accessible
roads; there are no roads for cars or trucks, only foot paths. Phongsaly
Province's Party Administration Committee saw the necessity of building
roads from the provincial administration office to Ban Pak Nam Noi.
Construction of the road was taken underway in 1984 by workers of the
provincial Communications, Transportation and Post Office Section with the
help of workers and financial aid from our neighboring country, Vietnam,
and many hill tribe laborers from Ban Nam Pak Noi and surrounding villages.
According to the head of this road construction project, the road from

Ban Pak Nam Noi to the provincial administration area runs for 125 km from
its junction with Route 4. In the beginning, on 19 September, we joined
with Vietnamese technocrats to survey the route and mark out the road bed
by implanting posts along it. We completely cleared 47 km of the road bed
according to plan during the first 6 months of this year. Obviously, the
workers of the provincial Communications, Transportation and Post Office
Section and Vietnamese workers were able to build 5 km more than projected.

Road construction is progressing faster than projected because Lao and
Vietnamese workers have been assisted by locals., The 47 km section is on
level ground so that construction has not been complicated compared to a

78 km section that winds and curves around mountains and passes over many
brooks and streams. Construction of the route from Ban Pak Nam Noi to the
administration office will be completed in 1988. This project is being

done to commemorate the 10th anniversary of National Day. The head of the
project expressed his opinion that the workers are prepared to struggle

to finish building a number of roads as commemorative gifts for the historic
day.

12597/9190
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BRIEFS

LEADERS ATTEND MUSEUM'S INAUGURATION--To salute the 10th anniversary of the
2 December National Day, a revolutionary museum was gloriously opened at 0900
on 1 December in Vientiane. Attending the opening ceremony were Comrade
Nouhak Phoumsavan, member of the LPRP Central Committee Political Bureau and
first vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; Comrade Phoumi Vongvichit,
member of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and vice chairman of
the Council of Ministers; members and alternate members of the party Central
Committee; ministers and deputy ministers; members of the SPC and of the Lao
Front for National Construction;. and many other distinguished guests. [Ex-
cerpts] [Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 1 Dec 85 BK] /6662

VIENTIANE TRADE FAIR OPENS--At 0800 today, a ceremony was held in Vientiane

to open the 1985 trade fair to celebrate the 10th founding anniversary of the
2 December National Day. Attending the ceremony were Sali Vongkhamsao, secre-
tary of the party Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers,
and chairman of the State Planning Committee [SPC]; Faidang Lobaliayao, vice
chairman of the SPC and of the Lao Front for National Construction; Khambou
Sounisai, member of the party Central Committee, deputy secretary of the party
committee, and chairman of the administrative committee of Vientiane Municipal-
ity; members and alternate members of the party Central Committee; ministers
and deputy ministers; and a large number of local and foreign guests. Khamboo
Sounisai delivered a speech opening the trade fair. [Excerpt] [Vientiane
Domestic Service in Lao 0500 GMT 30 Nov 85 BK] /6662
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA RESISTANCE LEADER SURRENDERS 3 DEC
HK051142 Hong Kong AFP in English 1033 GMT 5 Dec 85

[Text] Sydney, Australia, 5 December (AFP)--One of the leaders of the Free
Papua Movement (OPM), Gen Geradus Tommy, has surrendered to the Port Moresby
authorities, the Australian News Agency AAP reported here today.

The OPM operates along the southern section of the Papua New Guinea-Irian Jaya
border against Indonesian rule in Irian Jaya.,

The government of Prime Minister Paias Wingti has asked the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to find a third country for General Tommy and
two of his deputies, Aries Wader and David Teimka.

The decision not to keep the men in Papua New Guinea was reached last night
following the 4-hour emergency meeting of the National Security Council, chaired
by Mr Wingti.

The three men were in a group of 11 who surrendered on Tuesday at Kuyu Refugee
Camp on the Fly River in Western Province.

Border sources said shortage of ammunition and food forced General Tommy and his
men to give up the independence struggle against Indonesian rule in Irian Jaya.

In 1969 Indonesia took full control over West Irian, a former Dutch colony, and
the province was renamed Irian Jaya in 1963.

Various rebel movements based on the ideas of Papuan identity, and opposition to
incorporation into Indonesia, have troubled the Indonesian authorities since
then.

The resistance recently seemed to be confined to sporadic outbreaks against the
Indonesian administration, especially in the highlands.

Ten of the rebels were sentenced yesterday to 4 months hard labour in the
Kiunga District Court while General Tommy's fate is yet to be decided.

They are expected to serve their full term in Kiunga, pending the outcome of
the search for a third country.

32



Papua New Guinea's foreign affairs minister, Legu Vagi, said today the three men
would be resettled in a third country as soon as possible.

"The government is satisfied that the decision to resettle the three men in a
third country is in the best interests of Papua New Guinea, particularly in
terms of national security,'" Mr Vagi said.

He said Papua New Guinea would not allow its territory to be used for "illegal,
hostile activities" against another country.

The UNCHR liasion officer in Port Moresby, Akilaja Akiwumi, said he had re-
ceived the Papua New Guinean request to find a country of asylum for the three
men.,

Mr Akiwumi said his office would do all it can to assist.

/12232
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COLUMNIST EXPECTS DRAFT IMELDA MARCOS CAMPAIGN
HK300502 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 29 Nov 85 p 6

[From the column by Jesus Bigornia: "Move To Draft First Lady for Veep Post
Seen"]

[Text] A political stampede is in the offing. In the background, the clamor
of the herd that is the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) is dimly heard, getting
clearer and louder each passing day. The message is: '"Draft the First Lady"
to run as the KBL candidate for vice president in the Feb 7 special (Snap)
presidential election. Expect, therefore, a massive propaganda blitz back-
ing the nomination of Metro Manila Governor and Human Settlements Minister
Imelda R. Marcos for vice president.

A more convincing proof of a probable Marcos-Marcos KBL slate can be found
than a 180-degree position turn executed by declared vice-presidential aspir-
ants. No shrinking violets in previously seeking their party's blessing,
they are now the staunchest advocates for a Marcos-Marcos tandem. To hear
them talk these days, it would seem that they have received the word and the
word is the First Lady is willing to accept a draft.

Sample 1. Deputy Prime Minister Jose A. Rono will, at the drop of a ques-
tion, deliver a 30-minute speech disclaiming any interest in the vice presi-
dential post.

Sampe 2. "My sights have ever been set higher than the post of vice presi-
dent," Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile says. "But as long as President
Marcos is interested in keeping the office, I shall continue to give him all-
out loyalty and support.”

Sampe 3. For his part, Labor Minister Blas F. Ople merely shakes his head,
a little ruefully, to concede "the need to avoid the stampede lest the herd
grind him into the ground."

As predicted in this space, the "Draft the First Lady" move will erupt in
climax on the floor of the KBL convention scheduled on Dec 7 at the Manila
Hotel. Political observers who have followed the fist lady's political career
closely predict that once clamor for her nomination breaks out, there will be
no stopping her clinching the vice presidential nomination.

16662
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BUSINESSMEN DISMAYED OVER MARCOS, IMELDA ROLE IN CONFERENCE

Manila MR. & MS. (Special Edition) in English 22-28 Nov 85 p 20

[Article by Erness Sanchez:

[Text]

FER HE hundreds of top

& businessmen who
attended the 1 1th Philip-

“pine-Business Conference
(PBC) last weekend in Cebu
City were in for a notso-
pleasant surprisc. ‘

What was billed as the
year's numbier one cconomic
meeting of local business
men was‘turned-into a politi-
cal rally ‘of the Kilusang
Bagong Lipunann a known
(')ppo;ilim‘l bailiwick that is

Cebu City.

Orgarized by the non-
partisan Phitippine
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PCCIH),
the twoday PBG was
attended by 503 delegates,
300 of them from Cebu's

- chambers of commerce,

It all began when the
businessmendearned of the
“spap’-arrivalof President
and Ms. Marcos. Little did
they know that the couple
was corming to address
them when the Marcoses
were not even part-of their
agenda. The PBC hastily had

“to invite President Marcos
to speak at its opening.

\

As one high-level PBC

official remarked, the confab
“was composed-of 200 of

503 official paying delegates
and about 4,500 undofficial

" non-paying delegates belong-

ing to the KL party.

“The minority Cebu KBL
hierarchyzon learning of the
“coming” went all the way
to prepare a welcome to
rernember. Neither can the
businessmen forget,

There were huge stream-
ers, placards, flyers, badloons
and other Testive decorations.
A brass band, of course. A
special holiday for the city
was declared, As carly as
7 0'clock in the morning,
schoolchildren were made to
tine up through the major
thoroughfares; government
officials were made to report
to the Cebu Coliscum where
the Marcoses wete to proceed
direct from the airport,
Some officials were over-

Cheard to offer F50 to any

person who'd tisten to the
Chiel Executive and his wite,
Trucktoads of riot police,
menthers of all the major
AFP services and firemen
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"Guess Who Came To the Business ‘Confer'ence?"]‘

were up at the crack of dawn
to encircle the downtown

Jafea to prevent demonstra-

tors from penctrating the

“Cebu Coliscum. Military

operatives were placed on

“red alert, Air-conditianed

buses were prepared for lhc
foreign press.

In the nu\mtimc, at the
site of the PBC, the plush

suburban Cebu Plaza owned

by Tourism Minister Jose
Aspiras and Anos Fonacier,
the businessmen were being
told to go 1o the Cebu

Colisetm for the opening of

their conference. Of the 503
delegates, about 300 mostly
from the Cebu chambers and

{rom outlying provinces

in the Visayas and Mindanao
led by Cebu Chamber Presi-
dent Raul del Mar balked and
boycotted the coliseum,
Those who pmcoc'ded to
the site of the presidential |

Caddress were moslly Manila-

based, They rode on dirty,

ishy provincial buses

arranged by local officials

“forafee of PT10Q per person.
On arrival, the participants
“were shocked to discover



that the hallfilled 10,000
capacity coliseum had all
the trimmings of a political
convention, The PBC dele-
pates were edged out by
5,000 non-delegates.

Some 20 of the top lead-
ers of the PBC were called to
sit on stage. Almost all of
them preferred to sit Tarthest
from the President. Only
PCCH President Pelix
Maramba was willing to sit
in the front,

Books and pamphicts on
the povernment were on
every seat in the coliscum,
courtesy of the Office of
Media Affairs. Nowhere in
the coliscum were the PBC
reports to be found.

The President came past
10 o'clock more than an
hour late. About five min-
utes later Ms, Matcos arrived.
A number of businessmen
observed that Marcos' make-
up secemed thicker, First to
speak was Mayor Ronnic
Duterte who welcomed the
First Couple. Governor
Eduardo Gullas thereafter
raced up the rostrum and
grabbed the microphone to

introduce the KBL hierarchy

down to the barangay level.
‘The introductions went on
for almost an hour, ,

Ms. Marcos was next and
upon the insistence of Gov,
Gullas sang for the pro-
KBL crowd. She first sang
a Boholano song, "“Mali-
padyon”, followed by a
Cebuano song “Matud
Nila”,

The First Lady then spoke .

to the crowd encouraging
them to vote for her hushand
in the coming presidential
elections. She declared that a
vote for her husband was a
vole against Communism,

The only tivse the »
businessmen were given a
part was when Maramba
introduced Marcos. In his
address, the President,
perhaps in an cffort to

soothe the ruffled feelings

of businessmen, said that the
First Lady got carried away

by the impending election

but that he himself would
only address the delegates

"of the TTth PBC,

The Chiefl Exccutive also
announced that the inter-
national Monetary Fund had
approved the refease of the
third tranche totalling 106
miillion in special drawing

“rights (SDRs) or $111

million of the $615 million
in the credit lacility.

Marcos stressed that
he would preserve the value
of the peso. And he would
prevent inflation from
further removing the pur-
chasing power of incomes
and savings. .
© Businessien, he claimed,
could avail of the Central
Bank’'s forward cover to
restructure foreign foans,
The President declared that
he would put more teeth in
anti-dumping law amending
tariff and customs code and.
strive to manage the national
debt prudently .

e ordered the lifting of
the F1.50 toll on the
kitometer-tong Mactan-
Maridaug bridpe .1hat
links the Cebu mainland
to Mactan island. _

After his specch, Marcos
hurriedly feft the coliseum.

The businessmen couldn’t
Jocate their pre-paid buses.
and were forced to take
taxi cabs and conmnercial
buses back to the hotel.

That same afternoon while
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hundreds of PBC delegates
were having their Junch

and listening to i, Caroline
Becson’s {a '(Jirc(,:tm' of Center
for International Private
Enterprises of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce)
speech, the First Lady
arrived, '

Suddenly Ms. Beeson was
told by a presidential guard
to sit down to make way for
the tirst Lady. This occur-
rence was reminiscent of
plays in the Folk Arts
Theatre, delegates said,
whenever the Metro Manila
governor arrived late and
the whole presentation was
restarted for her benefit,

Raul del Mar was caught
off-guard as Ms, Marcos
cooed, “So there you are."
Del Mar is also president of
the Cory Aquine Tor Presi-
dent Movement for the
Visayas. For starters, Ms,
Marcos talked about the
killing of Senator Benigno
Aquino and that whocever
killed him wasno friend of

“the Filipinos!

The First Lady stated that
her husband was a total libe-
ral democrat who used the
law 1o head off a violent
revolution. She pointed out
that the elite familics who
ruled the country had been
removed and the people
freed from their bondage.

She chided the Americans
who desired to help the
cbuntry in exchange for
something extra untike the
Russians, Japanese and the
Arabians, She thanked the
various foteign chambers
except.the Americans,

After the First Lady left,
Ms. Beeson returned to -
speak, She said that she had
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never been asked to sit down
while speaking in public.
"~ Next to speak was
Salvador Lscudero who
had nothing much to say
except that he handed over
a government plan on land
utilization for various crops.
During the felowship
cocktails at Casino Espanol
that very same day the topic
ol the businessmen was of
course the business confer-
ence théey never had,
Present during the cock-
tails were Opposition

~ Assemblyman Marcelo Fernan

and mayoralty bet and

- former Senator John

Osmena. Businessmen des-
cribed to them of the carlier
boycott of the local cham-
bers and other southern

“chambers of President

Marcos’ speech,

“Those who attended the
speech told Fernan and
Osmena that they were
duped into going to the
coliseum. They went expect-
ing for the President to
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announce something imcan-
ingful for the business
community and not more
promises. ’ :
The businessmen doubted

. the announcement that the

IMF had released the third
tranche. They likewise did

not believe that anti-dumping -

measures were being under--
{aken since most imported

- goods were coming in

unabated. Their pleas to

- cut down crony monopotlics

were not even given due
course, They confided that
no matter the presidential
announcement, toll fees can-
not be titted until govern-
ment starts paying the
contractor.

Fernan and Osmena ob-
served  that since there
was 1o PBC delegate who
had a kind word or was
impiessed by President
Marcos' snap visit to Cebu
whoever arranged it should
be given a medal by the
Opposition, MM
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VERITAS TLAUDS PAIMA, ACCEPTS BIFURCATED OPPOSITION
Quezon City VERITAS in English 2L Nov 85 p 4
[Editorial: "Crushing the 'One-Candidate' Myth"/
ﬁexﬂ g ERHAPS it is for the best that that shouting match
} at the National Unification € ominittec meeting took
phcc

With the very public resignation of its chairman, MP
and former Supreme Court Justice Cecilia Mufioz-Palma.
the truth abour the state of the pohhcu] opposition in the
country has finally been told. '

- For years we have Jabored undu the seemin g truism

that only with a united opposition, rallying behind a single
candidate and Teader, could the :nni—l\f:urcos.' anti-dictator-
ship forces prevail. _

And so duepite very real differences in ii\co}ooy po-
Iitical strategy and even remperament, political leaders
struggled nughtily to forge a united opposition. Their
followers - and even those Who do uot subscribe to
any one party or candidate but who nevertheless feel they
sliould try ousting Marcos through the ballot — felt obliged
to support whoever the stamp of destiny fell on, even if
some of the widely-touted PSBs aroused deep-seated ani-
mosities and unease,

But MP Polma hes finally crushed that mvtin declar
ing in her now-famous resignation  letter that she could
“no longer be part of & masquerade of unity and continue”
to fool the people in their expeciations that personal’
interests and ambitions will be sacrificed and surrendered
for the country’s welfare in the forthcoming elections.

“We in the opposition are wrongly obsessed with the
idea that having one presideniial candidat¢ is the only
means to attain victory in the coming election,” . she added,
raising for the first time the previously unthinksble pos-
sibility of having two (or more?) candidates running
against the incumbent.

Perhaps it is titie to dcdmc If there wre to be two
candidates from the opposition. so be 11 The Tinal verdict
according te Palma, “les with our suffering pcople.

And we have ¢ertainly  suffer d enough undar 20
years of Marcos ruke. Adter all. isn’Uihe single bigeest issue
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~to hurl against the regime: human rig
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apainst the opposition merely s inability 1o uniie? Con-
trast this with the wide range and exotic variety of sing
s N"‘\\. }\1}'11 N
and torture. corruption of an unimaginuhie soale. ceono-
nic mismanagement and blundering, coionial f’f;.‘»l"\’ilif)".

©In clean and  he onest elections, provided terrorism

. notl used on a wide scale and votes are Connt“d aecurate-
] and results pre wm:d faithfully in every level up to the
COME LLC it is eminently re 'v;(mnble to aserme Marcos
w10 ,ﬂn F n i, we might add. he was fuced with not one
r contenders for Thv Presidency.
.s1ntmi(", it has been made clear, cannot
aspirants to step aside in favor of unothier,
‘1& to the contrary notwithstanding. In the

con mg \ eolin the batile lines will have been dyawn, and
the opposition candma{cs identified. In the finai umice.-
only one criterion will have to be used. and this. we quote
}uima agdm, is: *“morality and integrity in the govern-
ment.’

Who of’ thc* opposition bets can 1.7' c!azm to this

fofty ideal? :
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WEEKLY DISCUSSES DISPARATE VIEWS ON MODERATE—LEFT ALLIANCE

Manila MR. & MS. (Special Edition) in English 22-28 Nov 85 pp' 8, 9

[Commentéry by Bonifacio H. Gillego:

Devils Incarnate: A Rejoinder"]

B ASED on the almost
L& instant reaction to
my article from partisans of
varying political faiths,
must have stirred the ideolo-
gical hornet’s nest of
Philippinc politics. Thus far,
I have come across responscs
from an unreconstructed
anti-Communist, Enrigue L.
Victoriano, ““A Doubtful
Alternative to replace Malcos
Structure”, Sept. 6-12, 1985,
Special [i(liti()i}’); a scif-
contessed moderate, Rene
Sagiisag (“Reds & Yellows -
Drift Apart; Crisis & OQppor-
tunity'’, Sept. 10, 1985,
Mr. & Ms.); and a social
democrat of the BANDILA
variety {Antonio tbora,
“The Gillego Alliance”,
Sept. 13, 1985, Special
Edition), :
Before | carry the diafec.
tical process further by
negating the negation (Victo-
riano's antithesis to my
thesis), let me trace briefly
the genesis of my proposal,
When former Senator jovito
Salonga came to the U.S.A.,

he informed me about the
withdrawal from BAYAN of
former Senator Jose Diokno,

Sformer Con-Con delepate

"l'co;.)isto.(’;uingcma, and Butz
Aquino. This led us to
discuss the merits and deme-
rits of alliance work with

the teft in the context of
the Philippine situation,
Without taking an outright

- adversarial position, with _

his usual breadth of vision
and tolerance befitting a true
liberal, he encouraged e to
put down my thoughts in
writing. Which 1 did and sent
to him, On the occasion of
the Execttive Councilineet-
ing of the Movement for a
Free Philippines in Toronto,
Canada on July 6, 1985, 1
presented the proposal to the
Council, As the MFP Execu-
tive Council members arc of
disparate political orienta-
tion,-decision on the.
proposal was held in abe-
yance, It should be clear,
therefore, that the article
reflects my peisonal views,
not necessarily those of the
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"Communists Are Neither Angels Nor

MIP as an organization,
MNow to the responses.
Rene Saguisag, whom [ hold
in high esteem, presented my
artiche in his regular column,
“Phe Lawful Truth™, as
“another competing claim
in the market of ideas”, He
feels perhaps that | may have
painted Consmunist attri-
butes in glowing colors, He
provides an antidote: an

Crassessment based on his own

personal experience, He
asserts that “the so-called
Communists niiay not be as
good as they have cracked
themselves up to be; how-
ever, they are not as bad as
their detractors condeinn
them to be, either,

On the whole, he opines
that | may be wrong, To
salve the cut, he adds that if
I am wrong at least | am
wrong clearly. Yet he con-
cedes in effect that Commu-
nists are not at all inflexible
as they “can blend with the
culture”, In many ways,
Rene states, “their dedica-
tion, discipline and national-




ism may get for us what
Mr. Marcos has utterly failed
fo achieve™, Quite an immo-
derate concession, indeed!
Antonio thora questions
iny skepticism about the
clficacy of the liberal ot the
social democratic position
1o restructure our political
and economic institutions,
He projects the social
demogcratic alternative as
“radical” in the sense that it
favors a federal system of
government, a mixed!
economy and "an unwaver-
ing stand against Capital-
isin’’. Perhaps the bievity of
his response did not allow
him to expound on the
“radical” character of the
“social democratic alterna-
tive. But | just cannot see
what is so radical about
decentralization or a
federal system of govern-
ment per se. In fact during
the period of reconstruction,
a pood deal of democrafic
decentralization is requiced
by Marcos and his cronies
and hy alien depradators,
What is so radical about a
“mixed cconomy which very
Coften finds itsell compro-
mised in an international
economic order that consigns
us to beggary and depen-
deney? Ina deepening crisis,
and the worse is yet 1o
come, political ambivalence
and cconomic eclecticism
provide only anemic solu-
tions. .
What is penuinely radical
is the empowerment of the
“people through organizations
or mechanisms of their own
creation to cnable them or
their true representatives 1o
make the rules. For as the
waying goces, those who malke

the rules pet the goods. What
is truly radical politically and
ceonomically as well is not
the distribution of goods but
the distribution of power,
power to the people. v
It appears that Enrigue L.
Victoriano gave the more

"~ substantive and devastating

response. Rightly so because
it is thunder from the right!

"1 have known Iking under a

different sct of circumstan
tances during my reactionary
past, Since then we must
have listened to different
tunes and read different
books, He astounds me with
his ideological purity and
immobility. Despite changes
in the attitude of the Church
toward Marxism since :
Vatican H, he has not budged
even amillimeter awvay fiom
the traditional Church’s posi-
tion since Pope Pius X1
denounced Communisim as
“intrinsically evil”, The

sactivist elergy of Latin

Amarica and of our own
country, I présume, have
enriched their faith and their
lives by making use of
Marsism as a l(ml of social
analysis withoutin the least
compromising their funda-

“mental Christian beliefs,

Dom Helder Camara of
Olinda-Recife, Brazil, a
Catholiv bishop of world
renown, has even issued a

“call in our century for a

synthesis of Marxism and

Chuistianity in the manner
that St. Thomas Aquinas

synthesized Aristotle and

Chiistianity in .!w Middle
Ages.

But listen to tking: “Who-
ever says that international
Communism has retreated
from its avowed purpose has

L1

just not been listening, or

clse has not understood that
the ideological philosophy
of dialectical materialism
demands a progressive take-
over of the world if interna-
tional Communism is to
qurvive, The axiom “Yive and
let five’ is not found in Das
Kapital.” ‘
The display of erudition is
as dazzling as itis deceiving,
perhaps not intention: ly so.
As the once seemingly
indivisible Communist
monolith has been irreparab-
ly fractured, whose
Communism are we talking
about? The Soviet Union 57
Communist China's? Yugus-

avia's? Vietnam's? Lven

“tiny Albania takes occasion-

_al potshots at Russia. What is

evident in the conflicts bet-
ween competing Communist
states is the paramountcy of
national interests over and
above the i imper dtnvcs of
ideology.

I really wonder where
Tking finds the linkage -
hetween dialectical material-
ism and world domination,
The three fundamental faws’
of dialectical materiafism,.
ie., unity of opposites,
transformation of quantity

- to quality, and the negation
- of the negation, offer an

explanation of the dynamic
and conllictual nature of
reality be it the univeise of
matter or the socicty of men
it history. To say that
dialectical materialisma
“demands d progressive takes

“over o the countrics of the

wmld if mlmnalmnal Com-
MnHs is 1o survive” strikes
me as a sudden undialectical
leap in lkmg, 5 phllnsophudl
sp('(,u!dnon



Neither is Das Kapital a
manual for territorial con-
quest. It isan analysis in
depth and in breadth of
capitalism as a system from
commodity production to
its ultimate extinction. In
Marx’s apocalyptic vision
of capitalism’s downfall, the
agency or vehicle of destruc-
tion is not conspiracy or
conquest but the insoluble
contradictions withinthe .
system itself. As envisioned
by Marx in the Communist:
Manifesto, the “grave-
diggers” of capitalisin are the
profetariat — internal forces,
not external forces of m\'ul
ing alien hordes,

Hking claims that the ¢ I p

did not improve its ordimance .

until the Philippines estab-
lished diplomatic relations
with the Soviet Union and
Red Ching, implying thereby
that the NPA is a recipient
of assistance from exter nal
sources. If the comhm(d
intelligence and security
agencies of the U.S.A, and’
the Philippines have not
heen able to substantiote this
Mlow ol assistance from the
comrades abroad, Iking '
argucs i1 is because “these
masters of international
deception cannot’be cxpc(t
ed to furnish receipts or
issue dishursement vouchers
for services rendered or
materials supplied”. 't am’
afraid the chmdmhn(' men-.
tality ma!w& us conjuxc '
mtornau(m.il mmguos fm
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. prosaic domestic fransac-
tions, What is so mysterious
about NPA sources of logis-
tics and materiel? In arcas
under their control, they
collect taxes, sharc in the
harvest and produce of the
land, impose levies on busi-
ness corporations and
establishments, and solicit
donations with requisite
regularily and ruthlessness.

‘As to the staté-of d4hé arl

weaponry that may lind its

‘way intostheir-hands, thé

world is titerally an arms
bazaar and buying stations
overseas are not idle; Have
maoney, will buy arms!
As I may have accentuat-
ed the more positive attii-
butes of Communisim asan
evolving system, Iking cites
a litany of Communist atro-
cities from the extermina:
tion of Hu- kulaks in Russia
10 genoc ide in “the l\rlhn;'
fields' of l\.unpuzhm,‘ “he
point he stresses in this

cregard is that C omnmnmn is

lmwcdlly evil because of “its
unswerving ldvolo;'mal
found: mon A will not
dispute thé l!wology involved
in the question of momlliy
or the'relationship between
morality and ldcolo;’y '
1 hese are subjects bcynnd
my cnn*:potcnc(‘ What [
cannot siimply accept is the
cyuation of di atcc,ln al nmlcr—
jalism with evil,"

In no way s should Comimus
nist crimes of the nmgmfudc
cited hy IKitig be ((md(m(d
or ;’ln‘,wd over, But the”
his tnnml r(mld slmws Hm!
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excesses of thesystem are
nof beyond correction, con-
trol or containment,
Khruschev denounced the
crimes of Stalin; Khruschey,
in turn, was uncercmoniously
retired to live the life of an
ordinary Soviet citizen; and
Pol Pot was deposed by his

_erstwhile Imlcmal Vlclnam-
“ese comrades.

Finally, Iking extrapolates
a conclusion 1o my proposal
as mine: that the only organ-
ization capable of replacing -
the Marcos structure is the
hard left, more explicitly, the
Communist Party of lhc’
Philippines (C PP) My
prognosis is s thing more
foreboding than the CPP’s
ascendancy (o power,

In our obscssive fear of
Cownminist victory, the,
structure that will replacethe
Marcos dictatorship at least
in the proximate future is
neither the CPP nor the
moderate non-Communist
Opposition. dt is rather the
extension of the Marcos
regime, with or without
Marcos, manned by his
clones and/or elements of
the anti-Communist pro-.
American Opposition,
backed by the Armed Forces,
of the Philippines, and,
naturally, supported by the
U.S.A. Which means the
perpetuation of our depen-
dency and the prolongation
of the agony and misery of
our people,

Flence, my pmpo»dl an :
alliance with the left is not ¥
only dvsn able but ne cc‘ss(ny




WEEKLY VIEWS PRESSURES TOWARD DICTATORSHIP

Manila MR. & MS. (Special Edition) :I.n English 22-28 Nov 85 pp 6 7 8

[Commentary by Dennis M. Arroyo'

torial Temptat:ion"]

[Text]

W the air, many have
expréssed the hope that the -
January exercise may spell
political salvation for'the
people. This opinion is-+
urtderstaridable. However, it
does fiot reflect thereal
complexity of the present
stage of transition, Lurking
in the wings, just beyond the

ballot Boxes, is what may-be
called lhc dl( mi(n jal tempta-

!

tion.
What is lhc dicts ttnu Al
temptation? Simply put,
the feader-who succeeds:
Ferdinand Marcos -~ no
matter what his political
party - will feel an attrac-
tion'to turii authoritarian;
The roots of the dictatorial
t('mplalmn spring from
economics, culture, the rise

of violence and other factons.

The conclusions steny not
from detached theorizing,

but {from obsérving the dyna--

amic ebb and flow of recent
Fhird World history. Indeed,
the political patterns of oui
Asian and Latin American
“peighbors take on a frighten-
ing smnlanty.

F1H stiap electionsin

o start, lhem appml to
be f wo maj(n plcs‘,uws which
may warp the tenure of the’
post-Marcos president,
somewhat’ nmldmy him
(her?) into his mmg'c The

“first is economics. A favorite

unde wmd textbook, Lcono-
miic l)evclopm(‘m outlnv"

why' this is so.

“lmpatwncc with the
sluw paw of development
is as universal a sentiment as

can be found in poor coun-
Aries. Insuch a setting,

dic lulomlnps however
lvpu;'nanl or abusive th(‘y »

“thay be on ‘other ymund&

are cumoml(ally more
efficient than democracies.’
Lhe plc)iewn authors

Arom MIT and UCLA thcn

claborate on the slow ;w e
of demaocratic dvcm(m-
making and ;mmt out the
uhv:ou‘; ;c-aln y in the Hmd
Wml(l . ,

“Mll!m; )/ dn tatorships
aré the mast common form
of government in poor
countries. Further, some
other countrics c,r,)ntmuc
with their civilian govern-

ments only with the tacit
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The Dicta-'

H] pm'(wai of the armed
forces :

Of course, [(()l’l()ml(‘ .
sitsow i
value 1ud;;mcm<, on thc
present set-up,

“As a rule, less de wlupcd
countrics do not use broad
social consensus as a for m
of decision-making. .. in:

those unfortunate l’]dli()!’\S

where authoritarian clites
have a total romcmpt for
larger ahd poorer ;vmups in

_soviety, planmnp can become

a repugnant means of wealth
transfer from the poor to
the rich.” B o
i 1hux casy m see how
dluat(m!np COmes m handy
in pursuing an cconomic
ambition, Ferdinand Marcos
fooks u)rw.nd to the. next.
century, as rec orde « m Im
i\miew on the Now Society:
“Before the year 2 2000,
ho P}nhppmcs vu“ have

£ mc ’(‘d as & lﬂ()(!(’l n di‘H)“
-mdusm.ﬂ state, Wo shall
- have seen the future.”

Egbal Ahmad, a scholar
on the Third World gives a
more sophisticated name to

‘the phenomenon, He calls it



the Neo-Fascist State (some-
times fermed here as the
national sccurity state). In
his paper, Ahmad traces the
‘rapid emergence of this sort
of government during the
post-war decades. The 1950s
saw it in.South Korea; in
Iran under the Shah; angi in
Nicaragua under Somoza,
The disease spread by the
6Os and 70s afilicting more
nations: Brazil, Indonesia,
Greece, Ug,anda, Zgire,
Uruguay, Chile and the
Phitippines. They all became
militaristic. Then in the
second half of the 70s, new
members joined authorita-
rians anynomous: Argentina
and Thailand. The trend rams
into the 80s at a faster clip,
what with the swelling of
Third World debt and IMF
dominance,

Ahmad states that such
states rely on organized
terror for their survival, and
arc consequently the most
blatant violators of human
rights. About 350,000 pcople
have passed through the
torture chambers of the Shah
of Iran. An estimated '
500,000 to one million were
killed in Indonesia after
the coup of 1965. Amnesty
International has reported
that 30,000 people in Latin
America have disappeared
(have been salvaged) in the
last decade. In such areas,
torture is used not so much
to punish but to inspire fear
among the people so that
they will not link toge(hc
politically.

Underlying the neo-fascist
brutality and dictatorship,
says Ahmad, are rabid poli-
cies associated with the
Cold War,

e views the state as

absolute, the individual
as unimportant, It empha-
sizes a continual war butween
Communism and 1:u'dom,
stability and subversion,
nanunal $eC unty and anar-
cuy

Not only are .xcuvms
cquated as Commumsts, for
the p:opayandd is preached
that “subversives and infil-
trators could be anywhere,
and these latter undermine
national security in a variety
of ways, through student
protest, fabor strikés and
peasant demands.”

The neo-fascist states,

‘says Ahmad, also follow a

more or less uniform pattern
of economic development,
Significantly, the worsening
of income distribution is
geared at increasing profits
which are rcqwrcd by. this
modeal, :
“A cheap labor 1mm, is
offered as primary incentive
to capital; the internal
market does not expand
except for luxury goods,
The economy becomes
incieasingly export-oticnted
. Income inequality multi-
plies. Any resistance (o
corporate a nd lforeign:
inferests is treated ipsc
factoas a police pmbl( m;
anyone questioning this
model is viewed as a subver-
sive, a terrorist” '
That is without doubt
familiar;it sounds so'much
like home. And it is no coin-
cidence that dictatorship has
swept over nations devastat-
ed cconomically,

The economic pressure {or

authoritarian rule is vein-
{orced by the problem of =
massive debt, a critical issue

b

for Third World nations.
Repayment, as well as the
ability to borrow more,
require abedicnce 1o IMF
conditions which hit the

- poor hardest, The new

feader may well be tempted
to use the iron rod to enforce
compliatice,

In debt-ridden Uruguay,
for example, fully half of the

“national budget went to the

armed forces and police. And

“in effect, one-fifth of the
" population has been commiis-

sioned to watch, trail and
punish the others, In the
Dominican Republic, IMF-
imposed austerity measures
caused food riots that Jeft
55 dead. The case of Peru is
also typical. Its IMF program
provoked civil servants into
staging the largest strike by
government employees‘in
that nation’s history. ‘T he
social unrest was so great-
that the national leadership
had to declare a state of
emergency. Another example
is-Bolivia. The month after
the government accepted the
IMF’s prescription, a '
barrage of gencral strikes
crippled the economy each
strike involving a million
laborers each time.

Public outrage at suc h
cconomic sacrifices and the
repression they need is casier
to understand if viewed
against official callousness,
Reagan's Secretary of the
Treasury, Donald Regan,
has uttered some mmnomhk*
remarks:

“I don’t think we should
let a nation of{ the hook
because we are sympathetic
to the fact that they are
having difficulty .. . As
debtors, 1 think they should




be made to pay as much as
they can without In’eaking
them.’ :
After (‘(()noml(s the
second major pressure for
dictatorship in a post-Marcos
regime will come {rom the
threat of violence.

The growing momentum
of the NPA is well known
and needs no elaboration,
What may be more fascinat-
ing are prospects for the
Arimed Forces of the Philip-
pines. Raul Manglapus paints
a dreary scenario:

“If pushed to the wall |,
or if orphaned by Marcos’
death, Ver's reaction will be
interesting to watch, There is
always the chance he might
attempt his own takeover,
perhaps with Imelda Marcos
as a partner and civilian
front — a move which could
divide lhc mmy and tgnmt a
civil war, :

Continued American sup- -
port for the AFP is possible
even in such an arrangement,
Manglapus comments on two
factors: L .

“Ferdinand Marcos has
been able to keep American
support for his dictatorship,
building ihis strategy on two
simple realities, The first is
that the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, now numbering
over 200,000, is the most
U.S.oriented army in the
world. The second is that
no country in East Asia
(except Vietnam) wants the
U.5. out of its Philippine -
bases.”

. Hhird on the list of
dUlh()HIden Pressures
the c,uitundl‘fmmcwork of
the Filipino. According to
social scientist [, Hagen,
“traditional society (n.c.

non-modernized) is perpet-
vated by the authoritarian
personality inculcated in a
people, hedged about by
restraints and punishments,”
Professor Remigio Agpalo,
noted political scholar, has-

examined deeply the cultural.

question and has come up
with his own theory on the
matter, He asserts that the
pangulo regime has dominat-
ed Philippine politics since
carly history. This refers

to a social arrangement based
on the metaphor of the
body; it is man writ large,
and hence authoritarian.
Agpalo draws from language,
cultural values like pagdamay
and national history to prove
his point. The pangulo
regime existed in the pre-
Spanish barangay in the
person of the datu, also in
the Philippine Tevolution

in the persons of Bonifacio
and Aguinaldo. It continued
in the presidency of Quezon,
and even more so, of Marcos.
Always, the system has
relied on authoritarian
paternalism, control and|
unity; President Marcos him-
self admits of a pangulo
culture in lhc Philippincs
(1981):

“We have a culture whuh
is referred to as a Pangulo
culture. Meaning, there is
always a headman, There is
always a chief ..., The
history of our u)unuy before
the Spaniards, during the
Americans, during the Com-
monwealth regime, and
during the Republic era, is a
history of our people, the
Filipino people depending
principally on the Pangulo,
upon a single lcadership.”

This type of culture-fed
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Jovernment structure,
Agpalo warns, carries with
it an inherent dan;,u “a
tendency towards dictator-
ship - for'the pangulo in a
pangulo regime is invested
with vast powers.”

A fourth pressure for
post-Marcos authoritarian-
istn may be called, for want
of a better phrase, the
messianic lure,

It is consistent with the
pattern of history and human
psychology that mass adula-
tion helps foster dictatorship.
Some liberators have becotie
oppressors, Note that in
ancient Rome, emperor
worship was not imposed
from above-at first, It grew
from below. Mussolini and
Hitler were extremely
popular ligures before they
revealed their true colors,
Nazism was viewed by the
Germans as a way out of
their econormic depression,
According to the Internation-
al Social Science Review,
Nazism “was thus seen as a
part of a reaction to
frustration and despair”,
Hitler’s standing was attri-
buted to generalized dis-
content among the German
citizenry and to the blunders
ol Germany's feaders, notes
and journal, Morcover, the
review (‘Vp[dln‘, how HHI(-
rode on “the influence of
financiers, landed aristocrats
and industrialists who had
been pulling the strings
behind Nazism all along”',

Thefcelore, the next presi-

~dent, swept by a strong

anti-Marcos sentimeént, and
being drunk with populal
«.uppmt perhaps may
become more attracted

to the trappings of power,



He may even turn into, at
the extreme, a neo-Marcos.
Afifth pressure for the
dictatorial temptation stems
from the dictator himself,
There is nothing like a bad
example and the present
feader has already pioncered
the ultimate precedent, To
justify his dictatorship,
Ferdinand Marcos has woven
together an impressive bady
of political theory into a
convenient and almost con-
vincing framework. This s
well developed in his slim
volume Today's Revolution:
Demeocracy and is perpetral-
cd in what is falsely named
the Filipino ldeolopy.
He even attempts to appmx
revolutionary,

“I believe therelore in the
necessity of Revolution as an
instrument of individual and
social change, and that its
end is the advancement of
human freedoms.”

For Marcos, democracy is
the revolution, and that
revolution must be the work

of the povernment. He thus

welds together national
“development” and national
security, not hesitating to
use the state’s violence for
those ends. In Marcos’
Politics of Transition, he
justifies martial law by
presenting himself in the
image of Rousscau’s “‘bene-
volent dictator”. His
benevolent mission: to “save
the Republic Ao form a
new society”, ’ .
Itis interesting that the
conditions President Marcos
used to sanction martial law
are still very much present
in national life. The Commu-
nist revolutionary movement
Jis hardly comatose; the same

with the Moro secessionist
drive. Oligarchy is still here,

“though called by a new ™

name. And Marcos has not
lessened the impact of “fo-
reigh interventionists”.
President Mareos’ r,lLilh()l'i»
tarian fegacy shall be evident
in a seccond way. I will be
nMost tempting 1o retain
Amendmient 6 (o lepally
dismantle the mess of laws
penned by Marcos-duting his
terms. In fact, one Batasan
solon has suggested that
the amendment be left un-
touched temporarily. But it
will rentain 1o be scen how
short “temporary” is, Recall

‘ihat many people thought

that martial law would be
merely a short-term emer-
gency phenomenon,
Torecap, even an
oppositionist post-Marcos
president will feel tempted
to turn authoritarian for
a number of reasons. J hese
are: the pressures ofecono-
mic crises, the threat of
massive violence, the
influence of Filipino culture,
the lure of the political
messtah, and the legacy of
Ferdinand Marcos.. :
The matier does not end

there, though. Arnold Toyn--

bee, the eminent historian
has (lmu:hod history as the
interplay of challenge and
response, The dictatorial
temptation shall remainonly
a temptation as tongas -
Filipino society is prepared
to respond tosit, Three
checks are dppar(mly un;)c
rative: =

The first is the response
of moral leadership. The
issue of morality is often
laughed at'in political circles
and is t;@kcn for granted as
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such, Still, the people have-
seen how the moral bank-
ruptcy of the regime has
brought i immense havoc upon
the nation’s political
structures and its social
fabric. The idea is not

~new, and in fact its emphasis

dates to the writings of éarly
Filipino social thinkers,

© “Independence alone is
not enough; we must also
have a moral government;
avery moral government,
one that governs with truth
and without deceptions ..,
one that seeks the common
good and not the good of an
individual or a privileged
class.” (Apolinario

Ma bnu, “Cual ks L.a Verda-
dera Mision de l.a Revolu-
cion Filipina?"’)

Similarly, Rizal has -
writtenin his:Noli, “So
much power in the hands'. -
of men.. .. without moral = -
training, of untried princi- -
ples, is 4 weapon in the
hands of a madman ina
defenseless miltitude,”

Corruption,for-example,
is a pressing malady and
scems practically impossible
to lessen, let alonie eliminate.
But the attemptis not all
that futile. A classic book -
on Third World'poverty,
Asian Brama devotes a
chapter on corruption, In
that section, the author.
relates how corruption was
rampant in Great Britain, -
Holland and the ‘;c,mdnm-
vian countries 200 years
ago -~ and has become quite .
limited now. The book . #i:
concedes that one of the o
principal factors {or this
change was “a strengthening
of morals” o '

The most famous epitomne




of moral leadership is
Gandhi, who is most remem-
bered for his struggle for
Indian mdcp('ndvmo His
life itsell has helped negate
the appeal ol naked force in
the dynamics of political
power play. Albert Einstein
affirms this: “The moral
influence which Gandbi
excreised upon thinking
people may be far more
durable than would appear
likely in our present age,
with its exaggeration of
brute force.” ;

Therefore, the new chiel
executive must be one o
unquestionable character,
unsullicd record and pnslme
principle. The next elected
president-must have the
moral courage 10 resist
foreign dictation, and.the
moral nobility to resist
undue personal gain,

Proven integrity is the watch-

word, The new leader must’
be tao good to be false,

The second check is
responsive government. The -
mmin;, admiristration must
recognize thatsissuces are valid
and urgent, and are not mere
inventions of the Commu-
nists, The streets resound
with the-pressing cries for’
life and land, food and free-
dom, jobs.and justice. After
all, data show that almost
three-fourths'of the people
live below the poverty
threshold, and more than
hall, eat helow the food
threshold, it is indeed most
ironic that the peasants -
those who feed the popula-
tion - are starving. On the
same vein,the workers -
those who directly create
wealth - are reduced 1o
sheer poverty. Hardly a

coincidence is the fact that
today’s revolutions explode
from the largest sector

“and most oppressed -- the

peasantry. On this, Barrington
Moore’ comments:: “I'he pro-
cess of modernization
begins with peasant
revolutions that fail, It cul-
minates during the 20th
Century with peasant revolu-
tions that succeed.” Holding
these as evident, a govern-
ment truly responsive must
adhere 1o the fogic of the
majority and must answer
with urgency the demands
ol these sectors, Represent-

ation s imperative as well,

The third check to the,
divtatorial temptation is
the most potent and perhaps
promises the most Jasting
eflects, 1t is the response of
popular democracy.

ALits present st mo popu-
lar democracy takes on the
fornvof what is called the
new politics, This indirect
product of martial law Jose
Diokno refers to as “the
weapon of the oppressed -
who have no arms”. it
stresses the intervention of .

-mass organizations and

mass movements into the
process of decision-making
through pressure politics,
often the partiament of the
streets, It encourages the
formation of such orgariiza-
tions so as to transform
passive individuals into
active, dynamic members of
an involved, mabilized citi-
zenry, The mdlwdual
emerges thus as a partic :pant
in the unfolding of history.
This being so, the new
politics is tlw direct opposite
of dictatorship. The people
become directly empowered
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as such autonomous grasss, -
roots organtizatlions spring up

“in barangays and towns,

market places and vice ficlds,
academies and colleges. They
mature into instruments of
popular political education,
conduits of popular ‘
initiative, and mechanisms
for [)()]‘)Uldl mobilization,

In turn, such groups get {0
check each other and pre-
vent any party or faction
from monopolizing state
power. v .

- There are thuse who may
object to the power shift
arising from this arrange-
ment, After all, it is equiva-
fent to a trimming down of
piestige and importance of |
the traditional political
partics. However, experience
has taught that the patron-
client mode of politics has
retarded independent
thinking. Citizens were maost

" concerned with issues only

during elections, and hardly
in-between them. Quite
togically, the Old Society
prepared the way for the
New Society; and the unpoli-
ticized masses were caught
unready for the Marcos
rampage. o
Given enough momentum,

- the new politics may accele-

rate the transforniation of
Vilipino'society from ity
fethargy. Itmay change
individuals wr apped in féar
andlockedin personal
security into vi gilant people:
those ready to dic for urgent
issues or for !hv dmlny of
the I)allot It may geterate
the critical mass needed to
launch that non-violent
weapon which has rocked
and toppled Latin American
dictatorships: the jgencral



strike. (We may try it even
at this stage. Veteran activist
Ed Garcia suggests unleashing
a peneral strike three days
after massive fraud is
conlirmed for the presiden-
tial clections.) Whatever its
apparatus, poptar
demuocracy spells the begin-
ning of the end for one-nen
rule. ‘
in sum, three checks are
apparently needed to escape
the tragedy of a possibie
post-Marcos authoritarian-
jsmi. These are the
safeguards of moral feader-
ship, responsive govern-
ment and popular democ-
racy. Hf pursued, the
Filipino people shall be led
not into the dictatorial
temptation, and shall be
delivered from recycled
evil. MM
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TRIBALS DISLODGED BY MILITARY-DEVELOPMENT COUNTERINSURGENCY
Manila MR. & MS. (Special Edition) in English 22-28 Nov 85 p 5
[Article by E. A. Mondez: "The Isnegs Want To Go Home']
[Text] FIHE silent trail to even considered the deploy-
< Marag, Luna in ment of chemical bombs to
Kalinga-Apayao doesn’t terrorize the rebels,
indicate a peacelul barrio Helicopters used during
ahead. The houses stand bombings and strafings are
empty; palay is'cverywhere, conmmhly known to the
some are still unharvested; people to belong allepgedly
clthcs are inside cabinets to Alfonso Lim, a p()\\’«.rrf'ul
while pots, _hmkcn water jars fogger in Region 2, owner
and other kitchen utensils of the Taggat Industrics,
are 5‘:;"'tCI'LEL! on ”,'AC' Hoor. Captain Madriaga admitted
I the middle of all these the strength of the NPAs in
are the "!s;nc‘;; ;)()f.)})l(:'wh() the area. NPA activity
were left wﬂh A ch'(:m':(.‘.: Jeave increased when the military
the l(n.n,l of their birth and and security forces in the
scttle in the lowland ormove logging operations became
Lo the forest and continte the target of NPA attacks. In
their way of life. Sixty per November last year, NPA
cent have chosen to remain ~confiscated several ammuni-
in the edge sitio of Cagan” tions and destrayed an
dungan. Captain Constante armoted car of the Taggat
Madriaga of the 117t tndustries, The unprece-
Infantey Battalion stationed dented campaign of the
“in Marag belicves that those military against the insurs
who remain have taken up ‘ gents placed the nativesin
arms and joined the rebels, constant fear. tn April during
The reported bombings one of the bombings and
from March to October of strafings, mortar fires hil the
this year indicated the huts in the hillsides where
escalation of the counter- the Tolks sought refugpe
insurgency program of the during military operations,
military. This program Did they see a new hero
“is endorsed by the Luna among the rebels?
Sangguniang Bayan headed Numerous reports of
by Mayor Georpe Vargas who military atrocities seemed
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to have driven the lsneg
people away from the mili-
tii‘ry and the government.,
“Recently four bodies of the
natives were found dead in

a well in Marag, The folks
said that whenever the mili-
tary conducts operations,
houses are ransacked; people

arrested and tortured, places

bombed, young women
raped and houses, strafed,
Many have been forced to
leave their homes and stay
with their relatives in the

town center or build smdlttoo. o

huts beside the ricefields in
the towland barijos, Away
from their fields and fishing
. area, the evacuated families
now contend with a little
" harvest from the fands of
residents.in Luna proper.

- The fact-finding mission
composed of human rights
workers in Manila, Baguio
and Cagayan felt the sadness
of Marag as they saw the
deserted houses, trees thick

- with fruits and the ricefields

glowing with yellow grains.
The sufficient lands, rivers

4200/332
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and mincs of the upland
have made Marag one of the
most prosperous barrios in
Luna. The place is also the
site of big logging conces-
sions. The illiterate fsnegs
are also victimized by land
grabbers {rom the towns of
Kalinga and Cagayan.

“The tears of an old man

“who was forcedly evacuated

from Cagandungan revealed
how important and precious

- the life they had left behind,’

To live in a different place

-and cufture is asacrifice he

has to endure, for no matter

“how urgent his wish is to

return to his homeland artd
to his relatives who are left.
behind, the fear in his heart
to be branded as subversive |
always prevails, e
One of the tsnegs echoed
the sentiment of his tribe.
“We don’t mind the NVAs,

- we don't necd the military,
We only wish to return to . ¢~

our homes. We were given
lite there, we grew up there,
we wish to die there.” '
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NPA 'AMAZON'iDISCUSSES RECRUITMENT, MISSTONS IN MINDANAO

Manila MR. & MS (Spec:l.al Edition) in English 22-28 Nov 85 pp 18-19

[Article by Fe B. Zamora.

[Text]

'§J’-‘ HE claiing to have

% stabbed to death a
pregnant woman who re- -
buffed the NPA's taxation.
She claims to have enticed a
soldier to a fatal love play,
then triumphantly ran off
with her prey’s armalitc.
Ambuscades, she claims
too, ard her forte: She gets
sick if she misses one,

Is she for real?’

Marilou Pagente, 22,
smiles demurely behind
curly black hair, Her long
nails are painted violet red,
the color matching her
pedicure. Maiilou, says Col.
Loreto Deus, CO of the
44th 1B, Tabak Division
based in Polanco, Zamboanga
del Norte, *“is Kumander
Ligaya of the NPA”. The
bedimpled amazon sighs:
“I've had enough of it".

She hates the label
“Kumander {igaya” i
not Kumander Ligaya, I1t's
only the military who gave
me that name”’. But whoever
she is and whatever she was,
this is her story, _

When girls her age were

uu

"Story of Kumander Ligaya:

blushing over puppy loves,
Marilou, at 11, discovered .

“love tor country™. She was’

in Grade 6. “Some (viends

Ciavited me to attend a

gathering”. 1t turned out a

‘teach-in, The t()pi( she

recalled, was “punidlucd”’

(govcmmmt) “Ang gobyerno

katok, ung gobyerno bhuli’!
(the government is insane,
the government is wrong),
she was told by the lecturer.
More gatherings folowed,
with Marilou faithfully at-
tending, *"The topic struck
me. Equality, True Demao-
cracy. Waluy datu ug pobre
(Mo rich or poor)”. Two
years later, at 13, Marilou,

“daughter of a !anded <0upl«,

and nicce of a politician
(she requested they not be
named), joined the NPA’s
Semi-legal Team {SLT).
She had, by that time
then, ahc.xdy finished basic
party courses. “Anything
about the government, |
can explain”. She moved
around her mother’s home-
town in Zainboanga del
Norte (again, her request
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Is She for Real?"]

not to name the exact place).

‘She was already in high

school. At one point, her.
politician-uncle angrily
ordered Maritou to “‘stop
it"”t To appease him,
Marilou obliged to be his
candidate in a local beauty
contest. “Money was one
of the criteria. My com-
rades enjoyed raising funds -
for my candidacy”, she
chuchled, Her consort was
a “‘kasuma’, (comrade),,
thc son of o Jud s¢ from
Luzon. “1 wonder wheru
he is now ™

The beauty queen stint
is a highlight in her life.
Marilou has kept photos
of her coronation night.
Still, the call to the hilis
“to liberate my pcople”
urew stronger, A “sundalo
sa mga kabus” (soldier
of the poor) she was going
to be.

It was time to move on,
for the bigger battle. She
had dropped her name
Marilou and was going
around as Jackilou, Jackie,



Anggeny, Inday. The
awaited order came: she
was instructed 1o go to
Lanao.

“The insthiuctions were
clear: two men wifl-wait for
me in Kolambogan. | was
to wear denim pants, yellow
t-shirt, shades and a red
hankerchiefl tied around my
wrist’’. But Marilou was
wary. She was a total
stranger. ‘I stood there at
the pier, like a lost kid"',
Then, from nowhere, two
men were by her sides.
“Jackielou™, one of them
said. She fooked at them,
check for signs — color of -
shoes, shirt, pants, The
contact was made,

From there, it was a
long trip: hus, jeep, on
foot. By nightfall, she was
“home” in a rebel camp,
“They werc very nice.

They gave e a malong”,
Thus began her training as a
Red fighter, a regimented,
“highly-disciplined life that
would make her dream come
true, :
Her first dS\l[’anrH she
said, was to test her capa.
bility to stand blood and
gore, “I stabbed to death a
pregnant woman who had
fefused to pay taxces', She
thrust the blade into her
stomach, and felt something
hard in the way. ‘It must
have been the baby’. The
woman's cyes remained
open, stunned, terrificd.
“She blinked a few times,

I couldn’t sleep after that”

Next assignment was as
gory as the first. This time,
it would be an intelligence
man. “llured him. Mahilig

din ako sa fatique. (1 also like
men in fatigues),” She

stabbed him, bided her time
swishing the blade in his
stomach, and ran off with
the dying man’s armalite.

In her next assignment, .
“Jackilou” discarded the
knife for a .45.

But it was not all viotence
all through out. *'I enrolled
in midwifery school. My -
comrades regularly come to
my boarding house bringing
me fircewood and vegetables'.
Al one time; the house was
raided. Marilou cluded arrest,
She participated in ambus- «
cades whenever “‘there was
time”, successfully leading
a double life of an easy-going
student by day and hardened
puerilla by night.

She became tougher with
each mission accomplished. -
Marilou was nearing 20 when
she finished her midwifery
course, Taking a leave: from
guerilla activities, she -
attacked her books for the
board exams. Among her
comrades were nurses and
engincers who failed the
board exams; several bar
flunkers too. Marilou
didn’t want to be like them.

I'hus the licensed midwife
became the rebel’s medic,
“One comrade turned yellow
with jaundice". The most
comimon diseases were uleer,
malaria and ancmia. By this
time, Marifou was alréady
going full-time;, She wrote
her mother she was alrédady
dead. “‘My mother didn’t
belicve that, of course. But
she said prayers for me.

“My mother had already
suffered a lot. I haven’t been
in touch with her for a long
time."” The “prodigal daugh-
ter'”, for that was how her
mother called her, linally
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came home. She was “‘re-
called” to Zamboanga del
Norte. “‘l went home but
only for a few days”. The
call to arms was never
silenced, ‘

Now, it's the wilderness of

Zamboanga Peninsula, “We

wore fatigues. We entered
barangays and the civvics
(Civilian Home Defense
Forces) surrendered their
arms.' 1 told themy o . a4
member of the WAC
(Women's Auxillary Corps)”
Life in the hills was hard.

“We’d hike for five days with

no fuod but bamvoo shoots,
grass and wild fruits to cat.’
While trekking the boarders
of the Peéninsula, onc com-
rade, a Tagalog-speaking male
youth, suddenly fell down.
He died. “We didn’t even:
know his real name but we
knew he came from Manila”
They buried the unknown
rebel in the wilderness,

Back in her hometown,
Marilou becaine a tax-
collector. She had list of the
payers. “Lilian Bus Lines
contributed 20 to 50 thou-
sand a month. Once, |
collected 50,000. 1 bought
six units of Walkman”',

Busmcssmon provmcm!
health doctors, mayors,
Marilou said, c,ontnl_)utud‘
money, mediciné and sacks
of rice. Selected ré“idcnccs
became “"posting”’ poirits.
Salesgirls tipped her where
to send “revenuc’ state-
ments. ‘I wore make-up,
shades, tightgeans, a shoulder
bag. Who could tell | was
collecting taxes lur the
NPA?" -

Thé spate of mass dcmons-
trations drove Marilou to the
frontlines of open protest. 'l




spoke in rallies, | joined
niarches’’, Her politician-
uncle, again, wais aghast,
stopped listening to him”’,
The “spurned’” influcential
uncle would tirm out to be
her “rescuer”. On Jan. 30,
1985, Marilou was captured
in Basagan, a baranpay in
Polanco. The politician-uncle
interceded. Marilou was
released, Straipht home she

went. Again, the call to arms .

haunted her, 'l dic an
NPA” :
It was b(uk to the !nlls
with greater determination,
steelier resolve, Toting an
armalite, "Jackiclou” went
on rampage, raiding detach-
ments and police stations.
Her-most daring coup: the -
raid on the manicipal hall”
of Jose Dalman. The rebels
disarmed the policemen,

carted away rounds of ammo

and office equipment with-
out firing a single shot, ,
The amazon's happy days
~ended at noon of June 7.
Marilou, with two comrades,
were on their way to a
“contact” when apoliceman
spotted her. Sensing evil,
‘Marilou and company scam-
pered for safety. “If | were
-armed, | would have shot
him”. But all she had was the
Walkman plugged to her
ears. The policeman beat her
- to the dash. Jackielol.x was
captured,
Days of mteno«nnum ,
followed. From the police
-station, she was turned over

to the Marines cimp. She had
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an dudlon(,(‘ wnh Maj. (1(‘”
Delfin (.astlo chicl of
SOUTHC OM, in /dml)mn;,d
City. "1 was surprised. |-
have been. told military men -
are cruel.: Nobody harmed
me during interrogation.”’
Back to Dipolog, newly- -
captured ‘‘comrades” were
presented-before her. She
denied having known them,
She told her interrogators,
however, the names ol fop-
NPA supporrus m lho

provinge,:
One |()(.r\| reporter inves

tigated Marilou’s Red pdst.
Her findings: Marilou was a
fake NPA. Marilou was never
a tax-collector but a plain
extortionist. I knew that
was going to happen. | still
am in contact with my com-
rades. They told me of tiv -
plan to disciedit me lm the
sake of the mavement.”

For the first time in her
life, Maritott is “employed,
As a fcasaal” employee of
the office of the Provincial
Governor,she reccives
000.00/month. “It's almost

two months since | got my

appointment, but  only

received 250.00." Gen. Castro

had also given her P1,000.00
when she surrendered. But
it's & poor man's muncy
wmpmod to her “tax-
collectors” days when she
could afford “one pair of

stretchable denims a month”,

Marilou is now the
official milit. wy spokes-
person in its anti- -insurgency
information (lrtvv “Ask me
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anything about these people
you know as NPAs” | she
would exhort the crowd.
“Let us clear these up
frankly"’

At'one gathering, someone
asked. “Who is the number
one NPA supporter from this
place?”” Marilou looked ‘
around. *"Your mayor’’, The
mayor reddened, stood up.
and left. "l knew it was
embarrassing for him but
he gave me 500 pesos and
two sacks of rice on scvual
occasions'’

At the mi!itary camp

- which siw now calls-home,

Marilou had received a letter
from her mother, “She
wished | would marry a
soldier”, Maritou laughed.
Since her second arrest and
trn-about, none of her kin
had visited her. “It’s better -
this way, { hope’, :
On her first church visit —
“I stopped praying and
believing in God when 1 -
joined the NPA” — :
Marilou was hysterical. *‘l
didn’t know why but |
cried and cried. She had to
relearn praying. She had to
unlearn-life with a gun,
though. Buried among her
clothes is a .45 and a baby
armalite which she adeptly
dlsmanlled and assembled «
whcncver I have nothing
to do”. — The arms were
issued to hor by the military"
for 5eumty reasons, “1'm-
fair-game to anybody ..



REACTION, IMPACT OFfAUSTRALIAN PROJECT DEPARTURE FROM SAMAR

Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIME}S in EnglLSh 30 Oct 85 p 2L

[ rticle by Samuel Sanoren in Manlla'

[Text/

WIHEN a band of about 50

mxﬂrnl.m of the Commiin-

st New People’s Array
(x“:"\) swooped on an
Anztralian farm train
cenireina remote vill

Jinthe Philippines in Au-

s, Lhey gave notice of
a new approach in their
efforis Lo bring down the
goveroracnt of Pregident
Ferdinand Marcos.

The raiders smashed
hundreds of thousands of
dollaxrs worth of machin-
aery and equipment, and
hauled away livestock.
They left unharmed both
the Australian instrue.
tor: and a number of
fnrmers who had just fin-
ished a crash course in
modern methods, hub ig-
sued 2 blunt warning to
the Australians.

The youthful raid
leader said they raust
abaudon the project be-
causc they were helping
to prop up the niling Mar-
eng regime.

The NPA has been
trying for 18 years to get
rid of the Philippine
feider, but this was the
first time it had attackoed
a foreign aid project.

Reaction {rom Con-
herra was quick and deci-
sive. Less than o week af-
ter the raid, Mr Bill
Hayden, the Australian
Foreign Minister, an-
nouncerd t‘w withdeawal
of 21 Australinn consui-
tants l)e;::xu:.—,t: seceurity
risks in the project area
had risen to “on unacecp-
able fevel.”
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F'olluwmq the klihn-f of

can Australian engineer in

another aid project in

_southern Philippines se-

veral months ago, Can-
berra did not want to risk
mote deaths. At the end
of 1ast raonth the evacua-

- tidon of the Austratiansg

from Catarman was
corapleted, and the pro-
jeet will be administered
from Manila.

The political arm of the
NPA, the Mational Demo-
eratic Front (MDY, wel-
comed the Catarman
withdrawal as a positive

‘step but expressed the

nope it would lead toward
“total withdrawal of Aus.
tralian-funded projects,
and indeed of all forabgu.
tinanced projects which
ave being used hy the

(Marcos) veygirne to aup-
press the Iwhmrm peo-
ple's national and dema.
eratic aspirations.”

The MDI statement
was clearly a veiled
threat against a number
of other development
prejeets funded mainly
by the US, Japan mxd
West Germany.

For the people of north-
ern Sawmar, the most de-
prived ares in fhe
country. the Australian
puilout was o gid exp
ence. The aid pro-
gramme scemed heaven:
sent followiag - ye of
neglect by the national
government. Per capina
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income in Sanmar is esti-
mated at ' just over

SUS$100 a year, about a
~8ixth of the country's

average, .
The Australian project
team leader, Mr Lindsay
Javison, vecalled that
when the aid programme
begsa in 1979, aorthern
Samar had little etfective
infraswructure, hardly
any nealth services, no

cominunications, no elec- -
Ctricity, ¢

tremely primi-
tive agrienitaral techni-
ques and almost no
government serviees,

Broadeast

As envisioned by the

" Australian Deveiopment

Assistance Bureau, the
development pro-
gramme for northera Ha-
mar was to run until 1983
at n total cost of USSis
miliion, N s
The Aust

inn Amk

Cso: 4200/331
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sactor, Mr Roy Fernan-
dez, told local people in a

“radio broadeast vhat the

aid programme would
continue, adrainistered
from Manila but Mr
Davison doubted if sucha.
aet-up would work. The
withdrawal, he said, had
eant thot the team has
not been able to deter-
mina whether the project,
design was a real suce-
coss.

But the person most
concerned about the Aus-
tradian withdrawal is the

“area’s mulitary ecom-

mander, Brig-Gen Benja-

min Cruz, who com-
mands s the’

under-manned 3vd In.

“fantry Brigade, Gen Cruz
- is worricd that without o -

fuirly good road network,
government troops will

have diffientty chasing

the gnecillas, - BT
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ACTING MINISTER CASTRO ON BANS AGAINST AUSTRALIA
0W291153 Tokyo KYODO in English 1141 GMT 29 Nov 85

[Excerpts] Manila, Nov. 29 KYODO--The Philippines Friday retaliated against
Australian criticism by banning Australia from further use of American-run
military facilities on Philippine soil. The Philippines said it took the
step "with the view of ensuring national security of the Philippines."

Acting Foreign Minister Pacifico Castro issued a '"note verbale" to the United
States Embassy saying authority has been withdrawn for Australian aircraft to
land at the U.S.-managed Clark Air Base for any purpose, including the train-
ing of Australian military personnel there. The government-run PHILIPPINES
NEWS AGENCY (PNA) said the move was "an offshoot of the highly offensive
statement" delivered by Australian Foreign Minister Bill Hayden before the
Australian parliament on Nov. 26.

Philippine Foreign Minister Castro also sent a letter to Australian Ambassador
Roy Fernandez requesting that Hayden's statement be deleted from the Australian
parliamentary record on the grounds it was "highly unparliamentary."

Castro said the Philippine Ministry of Foreign Affairs "is surprised why it
was necessary for the foreign minister to insult and attack viciously the
head of state and government of the Philippines in view of existing close
friendly bilateral relations between the two countries."

The Philippines cited foreign press reports quoting Hayden as telling the
Australian parliament that the Philippine Government '"faced severe econoumic
dislocation and widespread and understandable dissatisfaction with its poli-
tical and economic record." ‘

Hayden was also quoted as saying that "human rights abuses by some organs of
the govermment, and resolute inaction against the privileges and political
power of its wealthy oligarchic patrons, have provided fertile ground for the ::
growth of insurgency which now constitute a serious threat." L

The latest problem in Australian-Philippine relations follows friction earlier

this year that caused Australia to scale down a big economic development pro-
gram in the central Philippine island of Samar.
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The Philippine acting foreign minister drew attention to Australia's special
ties with the six-member Association of Asian Nations (ASEAN) which groups
the Philippines, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore.

Australia is one of the major "diagloue partners" of ASEAN, Castro noted.

He emphasized that the Philippines has a special role in Australia's relation-
ship with ASEAN since the Philippines is the coordinator for the ASEAN-
Australia dialogue.

Hayden's statement was "unfriendly and hostile," Castro said.

"With the view of ensuring national security of the Philippines, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs is withdrawing previous authorizatior given to the govern-
ment of Australia to use the facilities" at Clark Air Base, Castro told the
Australian ambassador in a letter,

Since the mid-1970's the Philippine flag has flown alongside the American
Stars and Stipes at what were previously considered purely American bases on
Philippine soil.

The huge air base at Clark Field and the naval base at Subic Bay, bbth on
Luzon Island slightly north of Manila, are officially described as the two
biggest U.S. bases outside U.S. soil,

Although the bases technically came under Philippine command in the mid-1970's,
operations are still run by the U.S. armed forces as they were since early
in this century.

The Philippine Foreign Ministry said the Australians had been authorized
to use Clark Air Base for training of Australian personnel, including taking
part in joint exercises with U.S. forces.

In his strong statement to the Australian parliament, Hayden stated: "It
is gratifying that the United States and other countries are also urging re-
form on the Philippine Government."

Official Australian figures show that Australia gave about 12 million U.S.
dollars in aid to the Philippines in 1984/85.
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SATONGA: ILP DOES NOT RULE OUT 'ARMED STRUGGLE' .

Quezon City VERITAS in English 24 Nov 85 p 6
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[Article by Redmond S. Batario: "Three Kinds of Struggle'/ .

[Fex]

/12851

THERE are ihree Linds of struggle be-

ing wiged 1w the country today according

1o former-senator Jovito Satonaa,

One is the pracefut struggle via the elec-
toral process. Sceond is the non-violent but
inilitant strugele via mass protests while the
tivird encompasses the armed strupeie cur-
rently being waged by the outawed New
Feople's Arsiy, '

Salonga made the statements during his
Davao sortie recently.’

According to Feritas' Carolyn O, Ar-
guillas, the former senator also said that
the Liberal Party is “involved in the first,
partly in the second; without ruling out the
third in the event that all peacefvl means
are exhausted and the peonle themselves
decide there is no other way ™

He. however, hastened to expliin that
“rot all resort to torce is violeat, If my
daughrer were rapad in front of me, would
I rot resort to force to defend my daugia-
ter? I I were attacked bodily, would T not
resort to force to defend myself against my
agaressors?

“In the same mannzr, whern a peopls are
attacked through a variety of violent
means, will it not reach 4 point when peo-
ple would resort to force to defend them-
selves? Not all resort to force is viclent,

This is what T mean. 1t is said that those

who make peaceful revoluiions impousible,
make violent revolutions inevitable, 1

would rather paraphrase that and say,

‘those who make peaceful revolutions im:
bR Al

possiblz, make resore o force inevitable’,

CS0: 4200/331
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MORO LEADERS THREATEN RENEWED 'JIHAD' AFTER 1985

Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 1 Nov 85 p 19

[Article by Joel PaiécibS]

[Text]

BARWYOOT fLeen-
agers with machine.
gung, greuvade
Iaunchers and assaull
rifles arce training in
jungle camps in the
southern Philippiues
for what their leaders
threaten will be o “ji
had” - ao Isiamic
holy war.

'The Moro Islamic

ldiberation Frout

(ML) says it will go
into full-zeale batile if
President Foerdinand
Marcos does not nego-
tinte on mwore anton.
omy for the sonlh,

"home for most of the

seven million Filipino
Muslims.

MIALAT guerilln acti-
vitios have so {ar been
tited, with only oc-
canional clashes with
troops.

But as commuuist
insurgency already
stretehes the govern-
went's military re-
gources across the
country, M UL
leaders say ab their
camps on Mindanuao
Island that they are
ready to rekiadle an
Iatamic rebellion
which they estimale
cost 300,000 lives in the
19708,

“We ave preparing
for a jihad,” the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the

" Baagsa Moro (Moro

Nation) Islamic
Army, Al Huj Murid,
told me at his camp in

59

PN

Maguindanao Pro-

vinee.

"o do not want po-
litient reforms bt an
autonomous Islamic
government in the
soulhern Dhilippines.”

AL another MILF
base, pucrilla leader
Guinn-Nagm Polangk-
ing, known as “"Chair-

Cman Maegtro,” anid .

President Mareos had
failed Lo fulfil the 1976
pret signed in Libya
that muded the Muslim
vehellion = A charge
denied by the gov-
ermnent, ;

Violenee
Mo Pelingking said:
“Morn people will go

Lo war after 1085 be- -

cause Mr Marcos haa
not complied with the
aprecracnt.”

- Most Fitipinos were

couverted to Roman.

Catholicizm under 300
years: of Spanish co-
Jonial rule. Bul Mus-
lims -~ Moeois Span-
ish for “Moor"” - held
out iv the south,

My Murad, 38, who:

heads the MILE Coor-
dinating Comumittee,
said ity campaign.was
supported hy West
Asinn conntries where
mauy of his rmen had
been troined.
Surroeunded by aides
carrying M-60 light
machine-guns and
AKAT aszsnall rifles,
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he gaid: “We are now
ready for nny condfron-
tation with the mili-

tary.

S M Marcos ve-
fuses to initinte talks
with our contral com-
miltee, we will resort
to violenes” .

The MILE claims Lo
have an armomd foree
ol 40,000,

*Al Mustinn youlhs
reaching the age of 12
are required to under-
go training In the
mountaing where we

also manufacture .

guns such as the M-79

grenade launchers,”

said #Mr Moarad,

The MILE s headed
by Salamal Hashim,
former vice-chairman

of the Muro National’

l.iberation Front
(MNLE) which
launched the rebellion
in 1970,

The MNLI splil into
three factions afler

the 1976 agrecment
S P DI P .
Cendiug the lighting
“wag signed in Tripoli.

Earlier this ycar, Mr
Hashiwm's group
adopted the name
ML,

“We dropped the

word ‘natiopal’ in our
title and changed it to
‘Islamic’ bhecause in
Islam there’is no na-
tionaltigm,” said MILE
official Zacartia Can-
dao, former Governor
of Maguindanao Pro-

4200/332

vinee, who took part in
the negotiations in Li-
bya.

Fle said: “A Saudi
Arabia-based ovgani-
salion of rveligious
leaders catled Rabita
Al-Alam Al-lslarate is

irying to bring to--
gelher the three face-

tiong and is lrying to
form a commitice
which will try to open

new talks with Lhe

Philippines.”

The government
says It has imple-
mented the Tripoli
apreemend, starting
with establishment of
two autonomous re-
gions covering 11 pro-
vinces in Mindanao
and the setting up of
Istamic Sharia law-
courts. '

Headquarters

The gucrillas are
not satisficd. They say

the pact provided for

13 provinces to be
merged in a single au-

tonomous government

for all the southern
Philippines, covering
the Sulu Archipelago
and Palawan as well
as Mindauoao,

Mr Pelangking said
thal in 1930 Musiim
leaders gave Mr Mar-
cos five years to fulfil
the agreement.

“We concentrated on

Ltraining onv troopss

and it seems Lthey will

60

have to go inlo baltie
after all,” he told me
at his beadguarters
near the boundary of
Sultan Kudarat aud
South Cotabato pro-
vinens. .

pMr Pelangking said
“eonuunaist rebels had
asked permission’to
operatein his arca, ar-
guing thad they and
the Muslims had a
cotumon enemy.
CoeRut we cati drive
them out if Fresideul
Marcos and Mr Ha-
shim slart negotia-
tions,” he said.

Oune of Mr Murad's
aldes said: *We can
see Lhat the Mareos

- government has heen
severely wenkened by
Lthe growing comnmun-
ist ingurgency. It is

. having a ditfien]t tide
trying to conlrol 10,000, -
rebels, many of whoni' ™
are not even armed.

C“What will happen if
we mobhbilise the
Bangsa Moro Army

" now?" ’ i

“ff the governroent
wanls Lo find a lasting
solution Lo the Min-
danao confliet, it
gshotild open tatks with .
the MILE Central,
Comtuitlee headed by
Mr Hashim. They
should do it before the
situation explodes inlo

& full-scale war,” M
Candao gaid. -
Reuter
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VISAYAN LABOR GROUPS PLAN PROTESTS, DISCUSS RIVALS
HK290903 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 22 Nov 85 p 9
[Article by Joey Salgado]

[Text] Organized trade union groups in the Visayas are gearing for protest
actions in the coming weeks, including a possible region-wide industrial walk-
out on Nov. 31,

The protest actions, to be led by workers' alliances and unions under the
Southern Philippines chapter of the Kilusang Mayo Uno [SP-KMU], are being
called to protest alleged repression of organized militant labor groups in
the Visayas, unemployment, and government inaction on the "basic demands of
the working class." '

Prospero Banzuéla, director of SP-KMU, said the decision to launch a Visayas
wide labor campaign was reached in a leaders' forum held last week in Cebu.

Those expected to participate in the labor campaign are members of the Alyansa
ng mga Mamumuo sa’ Sugbo (AMMA-SUGBO) in Cebu, Workers' Alliance in Leyte
(WALY) based in Ormoc, and KMU chapters in Negros and Panay.

During the trade union leaders' meeting, local leaders stressed the exist-
ence of a polarized labor movement in the region, particularly between members
of the KMU and the Trade Unions Congress of the Philippines (TUCP).

The bulk of labor discussions focused on the island of Cebu, known to be a
bailiwick of the Associated Labor Unions [ALU], the largest labor federation
under the TUCP wing.

The labor [word indistinct] started some two years ago after the formation of
AMAA-SUGBO which included some ALU local unions. Frequent differences be-
tween ALU local unions leaders who are officers of the alliance and federa-
tion bigwigs resulted in often dramatic clashes with Cebu police forces and
the federation leaders, they said.

The assembly expressed alarm over the increasing role of ALU in "the suppres-
sion of workers' rights in the region," pointing to the violence-marred
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strike at Cebu Shipyward Engineering Works Inc. where two workers were
killed after clashing with striking ALU members and alleged hired goons.

"There is also a propensity on the part of TUCP federation members to appeal
or protest certification election cases where they dismally lost, if only to
deny unionized workers their benefits from early collective bargaining agree-
ment negotiations," Banzuela said.

On job security, Banzuela said some 1,700 workers at Atlas Mining have been
terminated since July and some 2,000 miners may be affected by further job
cutbacks at the firm early next year. The management move was prompted by

an alleged slump in the mining industry, which recently saw the closure of
two Atlas mine pits in Cube. Owing to the economic slump, small factories
have been forced to reduce their workforce and close shop either temporarily
or permanently. Such a situation, Banzuela said, "only foments greater labor
unrest."

"The view of this situation, government should have made extra efforts to
solve the workers' problems but on the contrary, it comtinues to. suppress
workers' rights," Banzuela added. He pointed out the "restrictive provi-
sions" of Batas Pambansa [BP] 130 and 227 governing labor relations,

LOI 1458, and otherpresidential decrees and Batasan orders which "violate
the workers' right to strike and organize."

"Now, the regime has enacted BP 880, which should be called the Anti-Rally

Law, since it imposes restrictions on the exercise of the freedom of speech and
assembly. Such moves are to the disadvantage of the Filipino workers who are
the backbone of the Philippine economy," Banzuela added.
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FALL IN COCONUT PRODUCT EXPORT EARNINGS EXPECTED
HK290741 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 28 Nov 85 pp 2-3

[Text] Export earnings:from coconut products are expected to drop by 35 per-
cent this year from $814 million in 1984 to only $531.72 million based on
final figures released by the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) for the
period January to October.

The projected drop is largely due to the decrease in prices of and demand
for coconut oil which traditionally accunts for the bulk (at least 70 per-
cent) of coconut product exports. :

If the projection comes true, it will be one of the lowest turnovers in several
-~ years. Last year's record of 1.128 million metric toms, on a copra basis,

was already regarded as one of the lowest export volumes in years. The 1984

volume declined by almost 40 percent from 1983's total of 1.813 million metric

tons.

If the present monthly average of 91,460 metric. tons, copra basis, is main-
tained until the end of the year, total export volume for 1985 would reach
only 1.09 million metric tons.

Last year's low export ﬁolume was largely due to the drought which reduced
total production to only 1.435 million metric toms, copra terms, or by 36.6
percent from the previous year's record of 2.265 million.

Industry analysts say the reduction in this year's export earnings from coco-
nut products will be largely due to the decline in demand and prices for
coconut oil.

When the supply of coconut oil in the world market became low last year be-
cause of the country's reduced production, prices increased to record levels.

By the middle of last year, the price of coconut oil reached its highest peak
of 65.25 cents per pound, surpassing the previous record of 50.50 cents per
pound attained in 1979.

However, despite the improvement in coconut oil prices, last year proved to
be very disastrous for the coconut industry. Due to high costs and the un-
stable supply situation, the traditional users of coconut oil shifted to
other types of vegetable oil, notably palm kernel oil, which aside from being
cheaper have stable supplies.

/6662

: 200
CSO: 4200/356 6 3




NPA RETURNEE'S LIFE, ROLE IN COUNTERINSURGENCY VIEWED

Quezon City VERITAS in English 24 Nov 85 pp 16, 17

[Z\.—rticle by Carolyn O. Arguillas:

Ricardo Finds His Choice of a New Life & Difficult One"/

[Text] R'ICARDO 24,

graced the cover
of an international
newsmagazine . some
two months back. He
was pictured as part of
an NPA patrol. A few
weeks . after the issue
came out, civil military
relations service chief
Brig. Gen. Eduvardo Er-
mita deniedthat the
armed men on the co-
ver were NPA guerrillas.
“They were surrender-
ees and putting them
on the cover was.un-
duly exposing them to
security risk.”
- Ricardo, however,
says it doesn’t make
any difference. The
NPA has been looking
for him because he has
done something “maka:
daut” (to destroy) the
organization.

Ricardo is one of the
70 surrenderees and
captured NPA guerillas
housed in Task Group
Panther headquarters in
Tagum, Davao del Nor-
te, where they are re-
ferred to as “‘special
operators.” Aside from
being housed and fed in

64

the headquarters, they
are also allowed to
roam around the camp
and visit their families
or watch a movie- out-
sxde

In exchange’, how-
ever, the task of “‘spe-
cial operators” like Ri-
cardo i8 to join the
Scout Rangers on pat-
rol. .Like the Rangers
they carry’ firearms,
sometimes wear the
Rangers’ uniform  and
act as pointmen in fa-
miliar terrain.

Ricardo was 17 and

a farmer in Kapalong,

Davao del Norte when
he -joined the rebel
movement in 1978,
After a week, he said he
was convinced .that

-taking up arms was the

answer. He was handed

a 45 caliber pistol. He

began training with the
lower echelon’ units be-

fore graduating to the

big time. .

He told Verttas that
in his six years with the
movement, he -partici-
pated in 22 encounters
and raids. “I wanted to
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find time tor myself, to-
think things over.”

What apparently led
him to surrender was
his desire to join his
family, He got married
to another NPA in
1983 and his wife gave
birth January last year.
He was able to visit his
wife when she gave
birth and after seeing
that his wife and child
were safe, he went back
to the mountains. Fa-
therhood meant a lot of
difference to. him. He
wanted to support his
family financially, emo-
tionally, and physicaily,
Ricardo said. -

Finally, he decided

to “relax” and was

granted one month
leave. Ricardo said he
came  -down the hills
with 7,000, 5,000 of
which was. given to him
by the movement on
the day he left. The re-
mainder came from his
“savings.”

.Heé later decided to
surrender to the mayor
of New Corellas. be-
cause “l was tired of
being illcgal. 1 want to
be legal already.” He
was not éndorsed to the
Rangers, so eventually
he got himself a job in
Antonio  Floirendo’s
SADECO banana plant-
ation for five months
but he said the uncer-
tainty was still- there.
Ricardo said he wanted
to surrender to the mili-
tary authorities and the
opportunity came when

4200/331
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- Rangers discovered he

was. working with
SADECO . He was es-
corted by, the Rangers,
surrendering, along
with his wife, last July.
His wife was subse-
quently - released - for
“humanitarian reasons.”

m [RED of being in
the hills for years

‘and' living like -a fugi-

tive, he said his primary
concern now is to be
able to live normally, to
work and support his
family. Living normal-
ly, however, is a prob-
lem for Ricardo be-
cause of his involve-
ment in the anti-insur-
gency campaign. The
only job he could think
of holding now is to
formally join the Scout

. Rangers but he has only

reached Grade 4.
* Whether or not Ri-

-cardo’s dreams . of

living a normal - life,
working and supporting
his family" can still be

. realized are all a matter
‘of conjecture.

As he left Panther

- headquarters, Ricardo’s

words linger: “Since [
may not qualify as a
soldier, what work is
there left for me? 1
cannot go back to the
farm. If I work -else-
where, the NPAs. will

~ still find me.”"

Many others like Ri-

"cardo ‘may be asking

the same question. —



AFP REFORMISTS ON ,COUPS » COMMUNISM, PUBLIC ROLE

Quezon City VERITAS in Engllsh 2k Nov 85 p 18

fotlcle:
[Fext]

"The Reformlsts Look to the Future"7

e Rcfmm move-
é nient surfaced dn-
ring the military’s Jow-
est season: bad imape,
low morale, incfticien-
cy. Recopnizing - their
own sorry state, the re-
formists  vowed  to
cifect  chanpse  and
briug back time-honozed
traditions  that - once
smade a soldier proud-of
his uniform. ,
At once the public
saw in the movement a

ray of hope in an estab.

lishment it has learncd
to distrust. The reform-
ists were pushed to take
on a role: “the light at
the end of tunnel,” ac-
cording to their own
words, It was a role
they neither  wanted
nor expected,

Before a panel of
Veritas  staffers  (Red
Batario, Ed - Pacheco;
Rina  Jimencz-David,
Chit Macapagal) and co-
lumnist Luis D. Beltran,
a few leaders of the
movement  candidly
spoke “about the pub-

lic's  expectations” of

them  and  their own
realistic  assessment  of
the movement’s value,

V: I« it possible fora

coup o tabe place
here? '

6 6

RAM: There is no
safe way for us to an-
swer that question, If
we say yes then you
will conclude that we
are pl.mnm; something,
H we say no then you
will think that we have
already  studied  the
problem and considered

the  possibility of a

coup,
But olury Just to
answer  a thetorical

question. Possible "but

remote, OF conrse, why

not? We .u(‘tslkmr sol- -
diers and soldiers have

arms.
Vo oo you think

that’s the only clement

necessary for a conp, o

soldicr and his gon? -
RAM: No. Political

awareness of the soldier

bas a 101 to do with his -

actions:  awaréness to
stick by "his role as a
soldi(rr or awareness to
take action in the face
of, peshaps,  pressure
from other sc‘ctors of
0(‘1(Iy

It is this ]dlh‘l case
which we aic resisting,
This is what happened
in most poor countries.
Maore changes of gov-
crnment have been efl-
fected through military
intervention rather than
through peaceful means.
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Jut it is going to bave a
chain effect. Today this
soldier will get this wild
idex to take over the
government. Tomorrow
~it will be anothier sol-
dier. Name me a coun-
try where the mititary
intervened and then an-
pouteed  that it will
only stay v power tem-
porarily,

Taking, over (power)
is (not as difficult as
maintaining it.)

V: H yon hear of
anybody  ploiting  a
coup what will you
do? _ '

RAM:  Remember
that the AYP as a whole
has been organized 45 a
countercoup  (proupl)

Any attempt to take

over. the povernment
will be fought by us,

not as refonnists but as
members of the armed

forces. _
V: Will there be a
role  for the ared
forces in case there is a
change in the type of
_our govermment? o
RAM I It will still
be the armed forces.
the public would like us
to stay as its anned
forces, we could prob-
ably be the red army,

RAM I I probably .

will not accept that (be-

come 2 red army). You
see we have a gsission

to profect the state
from such forces who
would like to take con-
trol. Added here are the
values that we grew vp
with like being god-
fearing  and  wanting
those basic liberties of
life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness. But if
such a sifuation comes
“about, the decision will
probahly be done on an
individual  basis.  The
problem here issgauging
what the people really
like. Do they really like
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communism.or are they
just being manipulated
by 4 few?

RAM I We cannot
assume  that  if  and
when the communists
take over, they would
assume  the  morxist
fonn. In the first place,
the movement here s
homegrown. I they
1ake the marxist form,
the AFP is definitely
going to be their enemy.
Form our -mother’s
milk  we have been
taupht that such a form
of communitm is bad.

But a homcgrows type

might be different. For

if this is what the peo-
ple hike, -what soldier
can really stand to find
against s own people
which it is supposed to
serve. We should read
what  society  really
wants.

V.  The. problem
with the reformists 15
that the public expect
too much from you,

RAM: That is why
when we talk to people
we often start by de-
seribing what we are
not. For some of them
it scems we are the Jight
at the  end of the tun-
nel. This is whal you
may call as a situation
where wishful thought
precedes the fact. Act-

Cually we did not expect

this kind of public re-
action. -

~ But the * public
should make its choice
as to what it wants to

~do with its povernment.

oty fol
fows. It should not be -
the other way around,
As it s, it appears we
are being torced  fo
nuke the  choice for
them, . -
What we are saying
is that we hove delinite
boundarics, But  the’
public is asking us to 2o
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beyond them because
we are needed instead
of looking at us as
working  within  those
boundaries.

V: Well what option
have you offered for
the future when person-
abities like Ver and Ra-
mos cand  Eorile  are
gone?

RAM: 1 will answei
that indirectly. Perhaps
what you have seen of
the reformists are old
faces like ows b
really the average re-
formist is young, be-

Tween 28 to 35 yews

4200/331
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old. The groundswell is
by the youth, We just
ride on. These young
people have about 25
1o 30 mere years in the
service. Without being
impolite to anybody,
we are saying that the
eform moverest will

wooaih oy
Wwp  probles.
Our outlook is long
range and this is what is
so  frustrating  to so
many sectors, They tell
us we're too lonp-rangs
(in outr objectives) and

that we're running ot
-of time.
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BRIEFS

LOAN FOR GOVERNMENT ASSET BODY-~The government is seeking assistance from the
International Finance Corp, a branch of the World Bank, for the support of
its newly created Asset Management Group. Prime Minister Cesar Virara said
the Asset Management Group has been set up to deal with the rehabilitation
and sale of nonperforming assets of the government. Included in these are
government financial institutions and corporations. /[Text/ /Manila Far East
Broadcasting Company in Tagalog 1000 GMT 29 Nov 85 HK/ 12228
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4OPPOSITION PARTY URGES STABILIZATION OF BAHT
BK050314 Bangkok THE NATION in English 5 Dec 85 p 3

[Text] Chat Thai Party yesterday called on the government to urgently take
steps to stabilize the baht currency by not tying it with the depreciating
U.S. dollar. The party also urged the government to take measures to put a
halt to the continued decline in paddy prices on the market.

Party secretary general Banhan Sinlapa-acha told reporters that since the
government devalued the baht currency last November, the currency has de-
preciated against many foreign currencies, particularly the Japanese yen and
West German mark.

The baht position, he said, had depreciated by about 30 percent ever since.

"The government should stabilize the baht currency by liberalizing it from
the greenback,” he said. Right now one U.S. dollar is equal to 26.74 baht.

He said that the baht currency depreciated to 9.22 baht for one mark now
compared to 7.76 baht before the devaluation, 13 baht for 100 yen now com-
pared to nine baht then, 39.84 baht for one pound sterling compared to 28.63
baht then and 3.4 baht per French franc vis-a-vis 2.54 baht then.

Banhan also said that the guaranteed paddy price scheme launched by the
government failed to work as the paddy price had gone down to 2,400-2,500
baht per kwian [Thai unit of measurement equivalent to 1.39 metric tons]
now. "I am afraid it will finally plunge to 2,000 baht a kwian unless the
government acted seriously to put a brake on the decline," he said.

He added that the package solutions filed by the party with the goﬁernment
had one unheeded.

Meanwhile, Banhan also disclosed that Chat Thai will not field in the by-
election in the Constituency one because the party decided during the meet-

ing on November 29 showed a wide difference of views of top executives.

Another reason was that when prospective candidates were approached the
[word indistinct] offer was turned down, Banhan said.
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Banhan told reporters about the party's decision to skip the contest at
Parliament.

The decision was understandable because .the big. fight will involﬁe,the Demo-
crat Party and the Social Action Party which have two prominent retired
military generals in the contest.

/6662
CSO: 4200/354

71




JPRS~SEA=85»195
24 December 1983

THATLAND

PREM AIDE ON DEPRECIATION OF BAHT AGAINST U.S. DOLLAR
BK040154 Bangkok THE NATION in English 4 Dec 85 pp 1, 2

[Excerpt] The Exchange Equalization Fund (EEF) announced a major deprecia-
tion of the baht against the U.S. dollar yesterday when the Thai currency was
fixed at 50 stang higher at 26.69 baht per dollar in what is believed to be

a significant new trend adopted to reduce volatility between the baht and

the American currency.

Dr Wiraphong Ramangkun, a member of the Bank of Thailand's court of di-
rectors and a key economic adviser to the prime minister, told THE NATION last
night that he believes the new baht-dollar exchange rate is a "move along the
right direction that is in line with the country's economic conditions."

He admitted that the "managed fixing" of the daily baht-dollar exchange
rates which apparently took shape yesterday should help establish a degree
of stability for all concerned and boost Thailand's export competitiveness
in the world market, especially against. the United States which has become
a major trading rival of Thailand in several major products.

"Thailand must also regain its competitiveness in the world market vis-a-vis
our neighbours such as Singapore and Malaysia. And to effect a reasonable

and appropriate exchange rate policy in this regard is one way to achieve that
goal," Dr Wiraphong said.

THE NATION understands that under the new "managed fixing" policy, the EEF
will attempt to quote the baht [word indistinct] rates at around 27 baht per
dollar, hovering around the rate that was announced when the baht was de-~
valued last Nov 5, with a marginal plus or minus of about 5 percent. . There
will be no "sudden fluctuations" regardless of how the U.S. dollar moves from
day to day from now on "until such time as the dollar stabilizes against other
currencies on a consistent basis."

The prime minister's adviser said that while the baht had appreciated against
the dollar, it had also depreciated against other major currencies at the
same time. As of yesterday, the baht had weakened (compared to the rates
since the baht was devalued last November) by 13.17 percent against the
German mark, 14.66 percent against pound sterling, 14.82 percent against
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Japanese yen and 0.39 percent against the Singapore dollar. The baht appre-
ciated by 2.45 percent against the Malaysian ringgit.

After the EEF had fixed the exchange rate at 26.69 baht per dollar yester- -
day, the baht thus appreciated by 1.16 percent against the greenback,
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ANONYMOUS FORMER GENERAL ON PREM, ARMY IN .WAKE OF COUP TRY

Bangkok CHAT ATHIPATAI in Thai 5-11 Oct 85 pp 30-33
[Interview with a retired major general on 28 September]

[Text] CHAT ATHIPATAI interviewed a retired major general who is now a senator
and who has great political influence outside parliament. He was interviewed
at a house on the afternoon of 28 September.

[Question] Did Gen Kriangsak say anything to-you about this when you visited
him?

[Answer] No. We just chatted about ordinary matters.

[Question] There have been rumors that you will replace him as head of the
party. Is that true? ,

[Answer] Nothlng has been said about that. I don't think that is correct. We
did not talk about party matters. I just went to visit him. He is depressed
and so I went to visit him. We just chatted about ordinary matters. Gen Soem
asked me how I was. I told him that I was fine (laughs).

[Question] Why did you make the visit?

[Answer] It's like thls. Gen Soem has helped me in the past. I served as a
major general when he was in command. As for Gen Kriangsak, we know each other
quite well. Just after he resigned his position as prime minister, I was the
first to give him a basket of flowers. He is having problems again and so I
wanted to visit him.

[Questlon] What really happened on 9 September?

[Answer] I can only speculate, I tend to agree with the people. It would have
been impossible for a handful of soldiers and 22 tanks to seize power.
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[Question] Does that mean that other officers on active duty'were involved,
too?

[Answer]. Probably.
[Question] Who?

[Answer] Officers who command forces. Rumors say that Lt Gen Phichit was
involved, but that is unlikely because Class 5 controls most of the divisions.
Without their support, it would have been difficult. Don't forget that in such
a situation, people want to be on the winning side. It's difficult for the
losing side to gain support.

[Question] Does that mean that officers at the troop command level were
involved? v ,

[Answer] That's possible. This class wants Gen Sitthi to rise. But if the coup
had succeeded, they say that Gen Athit would have been above Sltthl. Sltthl
would probably have been Just [mlnlster of] 1nter10r. ,

[Questlon] What is the 31tuat10n w1th1n the mllltary like today?

[Answer] There are great :divisions. This was -the plan of the political
parties, particularly the large parties in the government coalition. They want
disunity in the military so that they can become prime minister. After
revising the constitution, they had originally planned to dissolve parliament.
After winning a majority in the election, they would be able to name the prime
minister, The military would no longer pose a threat to them because of the
lack of unity within the military. If you ask why they did not become prime
minister after the last election, the answer is that the mllltary was still a
force at that time. :

[Question] Whatiis the government's present-situation;like?

[Answer] The government is running out of room. Gen Prem is up against the
wall. Because the officers who staged this rebellion were all ‘close
subordinates of Gen Prem. This includes the tank forces from the Uth Cavalry
Battalion, or from Saraburi, and the senior officers. This shows that Gen Prem
has lost the confidence of people and no longer has: any prestige among his
subordinates. : , . .

[Question]IWhat about Gen Athit?

[Answer] Gen Athit is up against the wall, too..He doesn't know what to do to
solve the problems. Take the generals who command the forces, for example. Gen
Athit doesn't know what to do about them. He is also under attack by the
political parties that want to destroy the military..The MPs and political
parties say that no amnesty or pardon will be granted ‘This has caused Gen
Athit to waver. He doesn't know what to do.
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[Question] What about the five generals accused of being rebels?

[Answer] They are up against the wall, too. Gen Kriangsak and the others are
wondering whether it would be good to call out the masses. Because things are
becoming complex. They aren't sure whether the government will treat them
gently or harshly. They aren't sure whether the government is serious. But if
Gen Kriangsak called out the masses to stage mob demonstrations, the
government would probably take resolute action.

[Question] Could Gen Kriangsak get out?

[Answer] Very easily. I asked a Special Branch police official who was
guarding him whether he would turn over Gen Kriangsak if soldiers in EMC
vehicles came and demanded his release. He said that they didn't need to come
in EMC vehicles. He would turn him over if soldiers came in a pickup truck.

[Question] What will the situation be like in the coming period?

[Answer] It will probably remain tense. But I think that there will definitely
be changes again within the next 2 months.

[Question] Who will be involved and what kind of change are you talking about?

[Answer] There will probably be another rebellion. If Gen Prem or Gen Athit
do not stage a coup, then someone else will. Someone will come forward to
solve the problems and heal the splits in the military. As I said, everyone is
up against the wall.

[Question] Do you think that the government will solve the problems by
reshuffling the cabinet?

[Answer] I don't think so. But it would be good if it did reshuffle the
cabinet. The people are very tired of the old faces. But I don't think that
reshuffling the cabinet would solve the problems. This would just be a
psychological move to make the people think that changes have been made and to
give them hope. During the 9 September rebellion, the people cheered the
rebels. They did that because they want a change. As for solving the problems,
that is a separate issue entirely.

[Question] Is there any chance that the government will dissolve parliament?

[Answer] I don't think that that is very likely. That would mean that there
was a conflict between the government, which administers things, and the MPs,
who monitor the administration. That would be a reason for dissolving
parliament. But there are no problems with the MPs. They have passed the
budget. What excuse could they use? If the government dissolved parliament
now, the people would disapprove and so the government's present support would
crumble. The government would not have any credit with the people.
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[Question] What can the government do to solve the problens?

[Answer] Don't forget that people now view Gen Prem as a very weak person who
does not dare make a decision. If Gen Prem wants to gain the trust of the
people in order to extend the government's term in office, he must dare to
make decisions and dare to act. That it, when he returns from abroad, he must
sack Gen Athit. That would show that he is strong. If he did that, everything
would calm down. The military would be quiet. Neither the military nor the
political parties would dare do anything.

But just sacking Gen Athit will not solve all the problems. The government
must take other action as well, such as reshuffling the cabinet or solving the
economic problems. There must be greater vigor. Otherwise, things will
collapse. ,

[Question] What is Gen Prem like?

[Answer] I don't think that Gen Prem really wants to remain prime minister.
But he may do so because of his feeling that there is no one suited to replace
him. There is no one qualified to replace him. And so he is probably thinking
of staying on until a suitable replacement can be found. People are now
saying, "just a little while longer." But that can go on and on.

[Question] What about the things that Gen Prem has done?.

[Answer] I think that he has made mistakes since the very beginning. He
appointed the wrong people to serve him as advisors. He likes to appoint
experts, or younger people, as advisors. Most of these people are frightened
by their position and are afraid of their responsibilities. Because of this,
they don't dare make certain recommendations, even though they are the proper
ones, because this would pose a danger to them. They are afraid of angering
their boss. And so they ignore the problems. They ignore things until it
becomes impossible to solve the problems.

During the-period of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat, most of his advisors were
were retired officials, such as Luang Wichitwathakan. Whenever a problem
arose, those people did not hesitate to make recommendations. They were not
afraid to oppose what was wrong. But Gen Prem likes to be praised. He does not
like arguments and does not like to be criticized either by people in the
government or in parliament.

[Question] What is Gen Athit like?

[Answer] Gen Athit advanced too rapidly. His military base is weak; he does
not enjoy great prestige among the soldiers. He has put fellow classmates in
top positions, but APS [Army Preparatory School] Class 5:is not the only
officer class. There are many officers at lower echelons. .Because these junior
classes no longer support him, he does not have a power base. But actually,
Gen Athit is more loyal to his friends than is Gen Prem.

But now, he is up against the wall. He is being attacked in leaflets. I think
that these are being disseminated by other soldiers. He is under severe
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criticism. He is trying to prepare a White Paper to respond to the criticisms
and to explain things. There are rumors that CRMA Class 5 does not support him
because they want Gen Sitthi to become prime minister.

[Question] What is the military's present situation like?

[Answer] Things are terrible. Things are much different than before. In the
past, soldiers did not go out of their chain of command. They respected the
"gseniority" system. People were promoted in order of seniority.

But now, soldiers are like policemen. Those adept at fawning over their boss
are apt to be promoted. The good thing is that they do not pay bribes as do
policemen. Because of this situation, people forget their subordinates. And so
when something happens, their subordinates won't obey them. Because their
superiors are too far removed from them, they won't help them.

The disunity in the military also stems from the politicians and political
parties. Some say that the military is destroying the political parties. But I
don't agree. I think that it is the politicians who are destroying the
military. They want to create splits in the military so that they will have a
chance to rise in power. When there are splits, they will try to tempt the
military. And some soldiers will take the bait. This will cause even wider
splits. This is the plan of the leader of the largest political party that is
now in the coalition government.

[Question] What is Lt Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut like?

[Answer] Big Chiu is a very clever man. He uses his brain. He has had to do
this because he has never commanded troops. He has not had any forces at his
disposal. Instead, he has had to rely on his wits. It's like a small child at
school. He is not strong enough to beat them in a fight and so he has to use
his wits. The small boy is said to be clever because he is always thinking.
The same is true of Big Chiu.

[Question] What will things be like if Lt Gen Chawalit becomes the RTA CINC.

[Answer] There will probably be an emphasis on politics because he is very
astute politically. He knows the politicians and power groups. He knows what
is going on.

[Question] And what about Lt Gen Phichit?

[Answer] That is a very common matter. Phichit is a combat commander. He has
always commanded forces. He is a better commander. He hasn't had to use his
wits. Those who are strong are usually willing to use their strength since
they are bigger.
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[Question] And if he becomes RTA CINC?

[Answer] He would be skilled at controlling those under his command. The
army would be more unified because he has been on this side for a long time.
But he would have to be very careful politically. Politiecs could be his
downfall.

[Question] What about Lt Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun?

[Answer] He is a very intelligent person. He can't be overlooked. He has
quietly gone a long way. It is said that he serves Gen Athit.

[Question] What qualities do you think the next leader’Shopld have?
[Answer] He must have several qualities. He must be bold. He must be an honest

and forthright person who can remain neutral. This is the type of person who
can solve the' problems of the country and military.
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SITTHI, PRASONG ON SRV-PLANTED MINES AT BORDER
BK020334 Bangkok Domestic Television Service in Thai 1300 GMT 1 Dec 85

[Text] Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, National Security
Council Secretary General Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri, and military offi-
cers [on 1 December] made an inspection tour of the border areas under the
responsibility of Burapha and Chanthaburi-Trat border defense forces to relay
the Foreign Ministry's policy to the military units in the area.

[Begin recording] [Sitthi] The Vietnamese threat from Cambodia still exists
despite their pledge not to violate Thai territory or attack the civilian
refugee camps in Thailand. Having been briefed on the situation, I can re-
assure that our military units, government agencies, and people in the area
have a plan for the defense of our country's sovereignty. These booby traps
have killed our farmers and severed arms and legs of many others. Our mili-
tary personnel defused these mines which bear Russian markings. There are
hundreds of thousands of them being planted on both sides of the Thai-Cam-
bodian border. We are very concerned about this matter.

[Prasong] The Soviet-made booby traps have been planted along the Thai
border, especially in Aranyaprathet District of Prachin Buri Province. Farm-
ers have been wounded or killed by such mines in their paddy fields. We have
also lost many soldiers to the weapons. We have learned that Vietnam re-—
ceived more than 10,000 such booby traps from the Soviet Union, and they are
being used in these areas. The booby traps are very dangerous. According to
an officer who briefed the foreign minister on this issue, it is believed
that the wooden mines are coated with a certain toxic chemical because the
wounds caused by fragments of the mine are very difficult to heal. Authori-
ties are now trying to defuse all the mines in our area. [End recording]

Regarding the Soviet support for Vietnam, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila

said that Thailand does not want to be an enemy of the Soviet Union and that
the latter should sympathize with small nations.
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THAI EDITOR, RIGHT-WING ACTIVIST JAILED FOR INCITINGC UNREST
HK270928 Hong Kong AFP in English 0839 GMT 27 Noﬁ 85
[Article by Allen Nacheman]

[Text] Bangkok, Nov 27 (AFP)--The editor-publisher of a magazine that pub-
lished a right-wing activist's stinging criticism of Thai Prime Minister Prem
Tinsulanon and the activist have been jailed for inciting unrest.

The activist was linked to a right-wing movement of "paramilitary vigilantes"
that has been inactive in recent years but, after a failed coup here last
September, was rumoured to be returning to the political scene.

Police said Vilai Kiewkasem [name as received], 26, editor-publisher of the
weekly CHAT ATHIPATHAI, or NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, surrendered yesterday after
an arrest warrant was issued charging her with inciting unrest and threats to
national security.

Virasak Thongprasert [name as received], 31, former president of the vocation-
al student center and a leader of the militant right-wing Red Gaurs, or '"Red
Bulls" movement, was arrested on the same charges last week.

Police said the charges against both were filed under a publishing law that
empowers a special police branch to act against publication of political com-
ment it considers as threatening national security and inciting public
disturbance.

Conviction on the charges carries a maximum 10-year prison term, police
said. They said bail requests for both were pending.

They said Miss Vilai, a public school teacher, had resigned her part-time
position with the magazine, but was held responsible for publication of
Mr. Virasak's comments because her name appeared on the masthead of the
October 26 edition that carried the interview.

The Red Gaurs is described in historical accounts as "a group of ultra-

right paramilitary vigilantes...believed to have been organized by the police
(in the mid-1970s) as an unofficial anxilliary...to disrupt (leftist) stud-
ent rallies and break strikes."
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The group's estimated 25,000 members were said to have been largely recruited
from among-unemployed vocational graduates and technical students.

The Red Gaurs played a crucial role in crushing a left-wing student uprising
at Bangkok's Thammasat University. The ensuing four days of bloody campus
riots culminated in the Oct. 6, 1976 military overthrow of Prime Minister
Seni. Pramot's government.

The Red Gaurs have been politically inactive in recent years. But in the
weeks following the abortive September 8 coup against Prime Minister Prem's
government, rumors were rife in Bangkok that the movement would be resurrected.

Mr. Virasak was quoted in the magazine interview as saying Mr. Prem's method
of dealing with Thailand's economic problems was "to sit on a mountain top
and watch the dogs biting each other."

The activist predicted further unrest.

Another Red Gaurs leader of the 1970s, Somsak Kwanmongkol [name as re-
ceived], also is in custody after his arrest last week on an unrelated
charge of passing a 150,000-baht (5,700 dollars) bad check.

Sources quoted in the press here today said Mr. Somsak was being held at

the Special Branch Police Division, where 40 people charged with participating
in the September 9 coup attempt are awaiting trial, because police wanted to
interrogate him on matters pertaining to the coup.

Officers at the Special Branch declined to comment,
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SUPREME COMMAND OFFICER ON FIGHTING IN CAMBODIA
BK291024 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 GMT 28 Noﬁ 85

[Text] The fighting on the Thai-Cambodian border has intensified lately as
the end of the rainy season is approaching. Major General Sihadet Bunnak,
deputy director of the Supreme Command Information Office, made the above
statement at a press conference held today at Sanam Suapa [Government House].

[Begin Sihadet recording] ° There has been more activity lately than in Sep-
tember and October because the end of the rainy season is approaching. Viet-
nam has also moved its forces closer to the Thai border, especially opposite

Ta Phraya District in Prachin Buri Province, where Vietnamese troops have

been mobilized for operations against DK forces. In the area opposite Pong Nam
Ron District, Chanthaburi Province, fighting between Vietnamese soldiers and
Khieu Samphan's forces has also erupted, Vietnam has moved heavy weapons to
the area to assist in the operations. There is frequent fighting in Ratanamon-
dol. Khieu Samphan's soldiers conduct harassment fire against major Vietnam-
ese positions opposite Pong Nam Ron District in Chanthaburi and opposite Ban
Cham Rak in Muang District, Trat Province.

In the interior of Cambodia, especially around Tonle Sap where Vietnam has
sent a large. number of Vietnamese settlers for occupation, DK forces operate
more extensively with the backing of the Cambodian people. Operations by
DK forces cover various areas deep inside Cambodia this dry season than last
year, as Vietnam will conduct mop-up operations. Moreover, as. a result of
extensive operations by the DK guerrilla forces, Vietnam's drive along the
Thai-Cambodian border will be delayed.

On the political front, Vietnam continues to reject UN resolutions and world
opinion calling for Vietnam to withdraw from Cambodia. At the same time it
is trying to gain political conditions favorable to its stance by calling
for high-level talks between the United States and Vietnam to search for the
remains of American MIA's. But as indicated by U.S. leaders, it is unlikely
that relations between Vietnam and the United States will improve in the
near future unless Vietnam agrees to pull its troops out of Cambodia. [End
. recording]
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AIR FORCE DRAFTING PAPER TO DEFEND F-16 PURCHASE
BK011227 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 1 Dec 85 pp 1, 16

[Excerpt] Criticism oVer military spending centers around the air force
because it used a military development budget of $317,891,000--or about 8.9
billion baht--to buy 12 F-16 fighters.

On this, an air force source told NAEO NA that in order for those from var-
ious sectors who still have doubts over the purchase to better understand it,
the air force is drafting a paper to explain the breakdown of funds used to
buy the aircraft. The paper will explain the purchase in detail, step by
step, including the plan to procure fighters, the military's monetary situa-
tion, its combat strategies, and the fighters true capabilities.

The paper will resemble an official "white paper," and will consist of more
than 50 pages. The air force is now gathering information. When the paper
is finsihed, it will be presented to General Prem Tinsulanon, prime minister
and defense minister; and Gen Athit Kamlang-ek, supreme commander and army
command in chief.

The paper will not be released to the general public, but will be used to
clarify some points that the people still do not understand.

The source added that the air force has already sent a number of pilots and
technicians for training in the United States. Because the cost of the
training is very high, the air force can only send personnel in small groups.
Some officers will be trained here by U.S. trainers, which is more economi-
cal.

The first four F-16 fighters will arriﬁe in Thailand between May and June,
1988; the remaining eight will arrive 2 months later. Meanwhile, Singapore
will also obtain its eight F-16 fighters at almost the same time as Thailaund.

Foreign newspapers have criticized Thailand for buying the aircraft at a price
higher than that paid by the U.S. Government for its own planes. On this, the
source said that the U.S. Government bought the aircraft more cheaply because
they did not have electronics and some other equipment, such as antimissile
and bomb-carrying equipment. This is because the United States uses those
righters inside its own territory, so it is not necessary to install so much
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equipment. Also, the United States has many types of aircraft that it can
use for different purposes; but we must have fully-equipped planes because
we have only a few aircraft and must use them in a worthwhile way. This
point will be detailed in the paper.

The source added that the air force has also prepared to defend the coun-
try's airspace effectively. It plans to buy radar to detect aircraft cross-
ing into our airspace at low altitudes--ordinary radar that the air force
now has cannot detect low-flying aircraft. This radar system, which will
cost about 60 million baht, is a mobile one and will be installed at the
border. ‘ . ‘
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DAILY SAYS TASS REPORTER DENIED WORK PERMIT
BK300822 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 30 Nov 85 pp 1, 3

[Text] The USSR Embassy held a meeting of its officials on Friday, 29 Novem-
ber, to discuss a foreign magazine report that a correspondent of the TASS
NEWS AGENCY is a spy and his activities have been linked to the Thai labor
movement, an embassy spokesman told NAEO NA on the same day.

"We had a meeting to discuss this matter, but nobody knew about it and we
still have not been informed by the Thai side. We would like to deny this
magazine report categorically," said the spokesman, who wants to remain
anonymous .

The Hong Kong-based English-language weekly FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW pub-
1ished in its latest issue on Thursday--which is also available in Thailand--
a story that (Sergey Solaviev), a correspondent of the official Soviet news
agency TASS has been refused a Thai work permit and is expected to leave the
country soon. '

The magazine said: "Thal security agencies feel that (Mr Solaviev's) activ-
ities-~thought to have been linked to the trade union movement——have not been
in keeping with his official job, giving rise to suspicions that he is a
member of the KGB."

Meanwhile, the FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW also quoted an unidentified Thai
official as saying that Solaviev will not be formally expelled and that no
deadline has been set for his departure.

"We are stunned to hear such a report. We first learned about this from the
newspapers," the Soviet Embassy spokesman said.

Pratchayathawi Tawethikun, deputy director general of the Foreign Ministry's
Information Department, said on 29 November that he knew nothing about the
report and that the Soviet Embassy still has not explained anything.

The deputy director general. of the Information Department added that the For-

eign Ministry only handles visa applications for foreign correspondents.
The work permit is the responsibility of the Labor Department. Questions
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bout extending a work permit to this Soviet correspondent should be directed
to the Labor Department.

Labor Department officials could not be contacted for comment on Friday. It
was learned in the afternoon that Director General of the Labor Department
Chamnan Photchana was on leave.

The correspondent who was the target of the report was also unavailable on
Friday. However, an official of the TASS NEWS AGENCY told NAEOQ NA by tele-
phone that Solaviev is about 50 years old and came as bureau chief to Thai-
land about 5 to 6 months ago to replace Alexander Romanov, who had ended his
tour. ) ' ' : :

/6662
CSO: 4207/92
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THAILAND

OFFICIAL VIEWS ASEAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION
BK030309 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 3 Dec 85 p 19

[Text] After 18 years of presence, the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) as an economic cooperation entity still does not exist, Petro-
leum Authority of Thailand (PTT) Chairman Dr Chao na Sinlawan told a major
energy meeting in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

"Whatever successes the ASEAN countries can claim in the past, it is the
success of individual natiomns, not of regional cooperation," Dr Chao, also
His Majesty the King's privy councillor, said in an address to the Third
ASEAN Council on Petroleum (Ascope) Conference which opened yesterday.

"In spite of the hundreds of intra-regional clubs and associations that have
been formed and thousands of committee meetings and forums which take place
each year, ASEAN economic cooperation has simply not taken off," he said.

Dr Chao, who has hardly been seen making any criticism publicly, was critical
about the ASEAN cooperation as he made a plea for increased regional cooper-
ation,

"Although we may have laid the foundations for such cooperation, we have
certainly yet to reap the benefit,"” he added,

"] believe the most basic challenge before us today as a region and as an
industry is whether or not we seize the opportunity to dramatically acceler-
ate regional cooperation, especially in economic matters."

The most sensible and, perhaps, only option, he said, is to initiate a new
era of more concrete regional cooperation both at the ASEAN level aund, in
terms of the energy sector, at the Ascope level.

He suggested that changing external conditions make the attainment of
much higher levels of regional cooperation imperative.

Regarding ASEAN's energy scene, he said: "We (ASEAN) are the world's larg-
est exporter of natural gas and a major exporter of crude oil, and yet, we
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still have a high dependency on imported capital, imported capital equip-
ment and technical expertise in exploration, production and processing.

"We must quickly aim for a higher degree of regional self-sufficiency in

each of these areas and we must give Ascope more muscle so that it can explore
the feasibility and optimum methods of implementing bilateral and multilateral
joint-venture development projects in those areas."

Regarding cooperation among the six ASEAN national oil. companies under the
banner of Ascope, Dr Chao reported that discussions have been proceeding on a
proposal to establish an Ascope task force to explore all possible avenues
for intensified cooperation in the region's petroleum industry.

He added that Thailand and Malaysia are in the final stages of negotia-

ting the joint development of hydrocarbons over a Thai-Malaysia offshore
boundary. This, he said, serves as an "excellent example of concrete bilater-
al cooperation.”

/6662
CSO: 4200/354
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'THATLAND

BRIEFS

PREM'S DEVELOPMENT CLAIM 'HIT'--Roi-Et--Leaflets have been circulating in the
provincial town protesting at official plans to change the name of the Kula
Ronghia (Weeping Kula) plain which stretches across several northeastern
provinces. Police said the leaflets, issued by a group called Klum Phalang
Prachachon Chao Isan (Northeastern People's Force), denounced the Prime Min-
ister's plan, which he announced at a farm fair on Thung KulaRonghai on Nov-
ember 23. General Prem Tinsulanon made the suggestion because he felt that
Thung Kula Ronghai was no longer an arid and barren plain. He ordered
Interior permanent secretary Phisan Munlasatsathon to initiate a public con-
test to find a new name, the prize being a gold necklace for the winning _
suggestion. 'The leaflets said people of the Northeast of various professions
and occupations had an emotional bondage with Thung Kula Ronghai, which is
regarded as the source of civilisation for a thousand years. "The development
effort undertaken so far has not improved the living conditions of ‘the north-
east people as was reported to the government. ‘The persons who manage to smile
are'the(minority capitalists who exerted their power and influence to buy up
hundreds of rai of land each. The real farmers are still weeping every day
because of persecution by influential people, falling rice prices and endless
struggles against natural disasters," said the statement. [Text] [Bangkok
BANGKOK POST in English 6 Dec 85 p 3 BK] /6662 ‘

FISHERMEN TO AVOID SRV WATERS--Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila last night
renewed his call for Thai fishermen to refrain from entering Vietnamese ter-—
ritorial waters as they run the risk of being captured. ACM Sitthi reiter-
ated the plea after visiting naval forces in Trat Province yesterday as part
of a dry season border inspection tour. He said Thailand has just managed
to bring back 307 Thai fishermen captured by Hanoi. ACM Sitthi said naval
officers informed him yesterday that there were about 200 who had gane back
in. "It is dangerous in there,” he said. ACM Sitthi also.said that the
ministry will try to verify if the Vietnamese are using Soviet-built boats
to capture Thai fishermen. He told reporters. that a fishing boat owner had
told him that Hanoi was using high-powered Soviet-built boats to pursue Thail
ships close to Thai territorial waters. [Text] [Bangkok BANGKOK POST in
English 2 Dec 85 p 3 BR] /6662 ' '
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COOPERATION ACCORD WITH NORWAY--Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila will visit
Norway in March next year to strengthen economic and bilateral ties between
the two countries, Norwegian Ambassador to Thailand Peter Motzfeldt said
yesterday. Sitthi yesterday signed an agreement on economic, maritime, in-
dustrial and technical cooperation and trade between Thailand and Norway with
Motzfeldt on behalf of their respective governments. Sitthi said that although
economic relations between Thailand and Norway are still limited, "great pos-
sibilities exist for expansion and diversification.”" The agreement, Sitthi
added, is an important "milestone" in the history of friendly relations be-
tween the two peoples. He said that cooperation in economic, trade, maritime
affairs, industry and technology could certainly contribute to each other's
progress and prosperity. The joint committee on economic cooperation will
meet soon to discuss ways to implement the agreement and promotion of eco-
nomic ties between the two countries. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION in English
3 Dec. 85 p 3 BK],./6662_ ,

WORKING AT TRAQI AIRBASES WARNING--The Labour Department yesterday warned
Thais not to work as security guards at military airbases in Iraq to avoid
giving Iran the impression that they are part of the Iraqi armed forces. The
Overseas Thai Workers Administration Office said some newspapers recently

ran advertisements for Thai workers to work in Iraq. They gave the address
of a former Thai air force officer for contact. It said applicants found
that they were to become security guards at Iraqi military bases and asked
the Labour Department to investigate it. The office said the Labour Depart-
ment had learned that the recruitment was being carried out 1llega11y and
warned would-be applicants that they might be cheated. [Text] [Bangkok THE
NATION in English 3 Dec 85 p 3 BK]l /6662 :

SRV ARTILLERY SHELLINGS ALONG BORDER——Ta Phraya——More than 15 rounds of V1et—
namese artillery landed on Thai’ terrltory here following a heavy battle be-
tween the Vletnamese and Kampuchean resistance forces, a military source sa1d
The Vietnamese began pre-dawn bombardment at two resistance bases close to
the Thai border. After the bombardment which lasted nearly two hours, a re-
sistance soldier was killed and another seriously wounded, the source said.
[Text] [Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 30 Nov 85 p 3 BK] /6662

PRC'S YAO YILIN DEPARTS--Thai Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon yester-
day urged China to buy more Thai goods. .Gen Prem made the appeal during talks
with Chinese Vice Prime Minister Yao Yilin and his delegation who arrived

in Bangkok yesterday. During their meeting, both Thai and Chinese leaders
expressed satisfaction over the existing good relations between Thailand and
China. The Thai prime minister also urged China to buy more Thai goods. The
Chinese vice prime minister left Bangkok today. [Test] [Bangkok Voice of
Free Asia in English 1500 GMT 26 Nov 85 BK] /6662 .

: o o » , .
CONTINUING .COMMUNIST THREAT . WARNING--Surin--Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon
yesterday urged the military and police to continue efforts to check the
growth of the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT), which he said will not halt
its subversive activities. The premier who was flown by helicopter from
Nakhon Ratchasima to this northeastern border province was delivering a
speech to a gathering of military troops, police officials and defence volun-
teers. He was also there to distribute basic necessities to them. He said
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he was happy to visit the border province, which is ruled by a strong and
competent governor, and urged the military and the people to be united to
ward off both internal and external threats. The situation on the border
was not so grave as was the case 14-15 years ago, but the authorities and -
people should not lower their guard, he said. He called on them to keep a
 close watch on communist activities and seek ways of checking their growth.
The CPT, he said, has not given up its effort to undermine the nation. Gen
Prem also called on the military and police to devote themselves to the se-
curity and the good of the people. Military duties are not restricted to the
battlefield only and soldiers should bear in mind their duty to contribute
to the well-being of the people, he said. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION in Eng-
lish 1 Dec 85 p 1 BK]" /6662 ' C

DIPLOMATIC TIES ESTABLISHED WITH BOTSWANA--The Thal Foreign Ministry issued

a press release today announcing the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Thailand and Botswana. ' The press release states: Being desirous of
promoting the existing friendly relations between the Kingdom of Thailand

and the Republic of Botswana, the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and
the Government of the Republic of Botswana, on the basis of equality, mutual
respect, and noninterference in each other's internal affairs, have agreed

to establish normal diplomatic relations between them as from 29 November 1985
and to exchange diplomatic representatives at the ambassadorial level. [Text]
[Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1500 GMT 29 Nov 85 BK] /6662

KING GREETS LPDR PRESIDENT--On the occasion of the LPDR National Day, 2 Decem-
ber, his majesty the king has sent a message of congratulations to the LPDR.
president. The message reads: On the occasion of the LPDR National Day, I
would like to extend my greetings and best wishes for your happiness as well
as for the Lao people's prosperity. [Text] [Bangkok Domestic Service in

Thai 1300 GMT 2 Dec 85 BK] /6662 ' '

CSO: 4207/92
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SR | ~COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA

AFP REPORTS FURTHER ON CAMBODIAN 'COCKTAIL PARTY' TALKS
HK021651 Hong Kong AFP in English 1431 GMT 2 Dec 85

[Text] Bangkok, 2 December (AFP)--Thai Foreign Minister Sithi Shwetsila said
today the association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will stick to a
proposal it has extended to Vietnam calling for "proximity talks" between the
Khmer resistance and Hanoi in a search for a settlement of the Cambodian’
conflict.‘ ’

Mr. Stthi told‘reporters ASEAN seniof‘sfficials yesterday agreed to pursue the
offer, after a weekend meeting in the Thai northern city of Chiangmai.

The agreement came as a proposal for a less formal gathering of warring
Cambodian factions with Vietnamese officials is gaining momentum among ASEAN
membets, observers noted.

Indonesia has offered to host a “"cocktail party” with the conflicting sides as
earlier suggested by Khmer resistance leader Prince Norodom SihanOuk.

The Thai foreign minister said yesterday he had "no objection” to the informal
gathering of Hanoi officials with representatives of the three factions of the
United Nations-recognized Coalition Govermment of Democratic Kampuchea, and of
the Cambodian Government installed in Phnom Penh by Vietnamese forces in
January 1979.

But Thai Foreign Minister spokesman Sawanit Kongsirl today said his country
had yet to adopt a formal stand on the "cocktail party” proposal.

Vietnam, which has maintained an estimated 150,000-170,000 troops in Cambodia
since invading that country late in 1978, has de facto rejected the proposal
for indirect talks such as endorsed by ASEAN in July.

But Hanoi has indicated it would favour talks between its client government
and the three resistance groups—-the Bei jing-backed Khmer Rouge, the Khmer
People's National Liberation Front (KPNLF) led by Son Sann and the
Sihanoukists--provided the "elimination" of the Khmer Rouge as a political and
military organisation is discussed.

Prince Sihanouk's initial offer was for akgathering of all countries concerned
in the Cambodian crisis, including China and the Soviet Union.
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His representative's office here reiterated in a communique issued last week
that the offer was for "all parties involved” to meet and talk in an "informal
environment” as a first step "which may lead to formal talks,"” an oblique
reference apparently contradicting the Indonesian idea to exclude China and
the Soviet Union.

Mr. Stthi told reporters today his Indonesian counterpart Mokhtar Kusumatmadja
would stop over there on 20 December after a visit to Australia on his way to
Hanoi for more discussions on the Cambodian issue.

Mr. Mokhtar has been made the representative of the ASEAN grouping--which in-
cludes Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand--
in contacts with Vietnam.

/12913
CSO: 4212/28
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMP'UWCHEA

VODK COMMENTARY ATTACKS LE DUAN POSITION

BK010402 (Clandestine) voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT
30 Nov 85

[Station commentary: "Le Duan, the Wolf in Sheep's Clothing, Again Tries to .
Fool People About the Settlement of Regional Problems"]

[Text] During a meeting with the visiting Indian prime minister in Hanoi, Le
Duan said that time is now ripe for all countries in Southeast Asia to hold
specific negotiations in order to settle the outstanding problems in the
region. What problems are there in the region at present? What is the root
cause of these problems? The world's public opinion is well aware of these
questions. Vietnam itself is also aware.

The problems in the region at present are nothing but the war of aggression
and genocide being waged by Vietnam in Cambodia. Because the Hanol
authorities sent hundreds of thousands of their troops to attack, invade, and
occupy Cambodia, the whole nation of Cambodia has been ravaged by the flames
of war, the Thai border region has become constantly tense and explosive, and
Thailand and the rest of Southeast Asia have also been permanently threatened
by a spillover of this war of aggression of the Vietnamese authorities.
Therefore, the whole of Southeast Asia lives in a permanent state of tension
and insecurity.

In this connection, the whole world, especially the countries in the region
and countries having concerns in the region, have helped in seeking a solution
to this dilemma for the past seven years by demanding that Vietnam
unconditionally withdraw all its troops from Cambodia in conformity with the
UN resolutions, for it is understood that provided Vietnam completely
withdraws from Cambodia, allowing the Cambodian people to determine their own
destiny, the Cambodian question would be settled and the tense situation in
the region would also be automatically eliminated. However, who is the one
who refuses to settle this problem? It is no one else but Vietnam itself.

For nearly seven years, the Hanoi authorities have stubbornly opposed the call
of the international community and the resolutions of the United Nations and
have continued to send additional troops and arms to Cambodia every season and
every year in a bid to carry on their insolent military occupation of Cambodia
and to make a Vietnamese province out of Cambodia.
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Now, Le Duan, the wolf in sheep's clothing, pretends to appeal to all people
to hold negotiations to settle problems in the region, feigning to cherish
peace and champion the peace cause. Nevertheless, no matter how hard he tries
to hide his fangs and claws, Le Duan the wolf has not been able to hide his
true colors, for Hanol at present is being utterly exposed, denounced, and
condemned all over the world. Vietnam is being condemned for occupying
Cambodia, massacring the Cambodian people, and violating the principles of the
UN charter, international law, and the Nonaligned Movement. It is accused of
swallowing Laos, of causing a massive outflow of refugees, of violating and
intruding into Thai territory, of sabotaging peace and stability in Southeast
Asia, and so on. These crimes by the Hanoi authorities as listed above are
extremely serious. Le Duan cannot use this wolf-in-sheep's—clothing appeal to
conceal or mitigate his crimes.

People wonder that if Vietnam really wants to settle the problems in the
region, why it does not withdraw its troops from Cambodia as demanded by the
international community and the UN resolutions? The world has wanted to
settle the Cambodian question politically, and the plan to solve this problenm
is very much in existence in the form of the UN resolutions, the declaration
of the International Conference on Kampuchea, and the various proposals
successively put forth by the ASEAN countries. Once Vietnam withdraws from
Cambodia, the Cambodian question as well as the problems in the region would
be automatically settled.

Therefore, in summary, the fate of regional problems is in Vietnam's hands,
for Vietnam is the root cause of all problems. If Vietnam really has the
goodwill to settle problems, Vietnam must respect the UN resolutions by
unconditionally withdrawing all its troops from Cambodia. There is no need
for it to trot around making misleading appeals. Should the Hanoi authorities
stubbornly refuse to pull out of Cambodia, the world will continue to condemn
them and to bring joint pressure to bear on them in concert with the struggle
waged directly on the battlefield to force Vietnam to settle the Cambodian
question politically by withdrawing all its troops from Cambodia in accordance
with the UN resolutions.

/12913
CSO: 4212/28
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA

VODK NOTES THAILAND REJECTS SRV TERRITORY CLAIMS

BKO10438 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT
30 Nov 85

["News commentary": “Thailand Rejects Vietnam's Statements Redefining its
Territorial Waters and Airspace”] :

[Text] The BANGKOK POST newspaper reported in its 23 November issue that on
22 November the Thai Government rejected the Hanoi authorities' claims on the
gso~called historical waters and on the redefining of Vietnam's sovereignty
over its territorial sea and airspace extending from the Gulf of Tonkin to the
Gulf of Thailand. This rejection stressed that the statement redefining the
Vietnamese territorial sea and airspace was made in an agreement on 7 July
1982 between Vietnam and its Phnom Penh puppets and was circulated as an
official document on 12 November 1982. Vietnam also issued a statement
defining its airspace on 5 June 1984. Through this rejection, the Thai
government stressed that the Vietnamese puppet regime in Phnom Penh does not
represent and cannot be considered to represent Cambodia in any matter
whatsoever and the United Nations does not recognize it. Therefore, any
agreement or declaration purported to be concluded or made by this puppet
regime is utterly devoid of any legal value.

We would like to recall that the CGDK has successively rejected all these so-
called agreements which are simply and merely fabricated by Vietnam. These
so—called agreements show that the Vietnamese aggressors are inventing varous
statements to confuse and cloud the mind of the Cambodian people and the world
in their attempt to grab Cambodia's territorial sea and islands, including
Kaoh Seh south of Kaoh Thmei, Kaoh Pring, Kaoh Tang, and Kaoh Wai and part of
the territorial waters of Thailand. Therefore, all territorial sea south of
these islands is swallowed by Vietnam. Nevertheless, no matter how ingenious
the Vietnamese mind is in fabricating these statements, the Cambodian people
and the justice-loving countries the world over categorically refuse to accept
the expansionist and land-grabbing acts of these Vietnamese aggressors, for
they have no right to seize Cambodia's sea and islands at will. On the
contrary, these acts of the Vietnamese aggressors have more clearly exposed
their aggressive, expansionist, land-grabbing, and genocidal nature on the
international stage as more Cambodians are rising up in struggle with every
passing day, together with the all-sided pressure brought to bear on the

Vietnamese aggressors by the international community, forcing them to
unconditionally withdraw all their aggressive forces from Cambodia in
accordance with the past seven UN resolutions.

/12913
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA

STHANOUK'S THANKS MESSAGE TO TOGOLESE PRESIDENT

BK300446 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT
29 Nov 85

[18 November "message of thanks from Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, president of
Democratic Kampuchea, to His Excellency Gnassingbe Eyadema, president of the
Republic of Togo"]

[Text] Your Excellency:

On behalf of the Cambodian people and the CGDK and in my own name, I would
like to express most profound thanks to you for the firm and active support
that Your Excellency and the Togolese Government and people have given us in
our struggle for survival and national liberation.

The Togolese Government's decision to cosponsor the draft resolution on the
Cambodian situation and the important addresses regarding the Cambodian
problem made before the UN General Assembly by His Excellency Koffi Amega,
Minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, and His Excellency Dr (Kwam
Kussey) [name as heard], permanent representative of the Republic of Togo to
the United Nations, have greatly contributed to enabling this year's UN
resolution on Cambodia to be approved by an unprecedently high majority vote.

This noble support, which we will never forget and which has been given us in
this most difficult circumstance of our history, is proof of sincere
friendship and solidarity.

The Cambodian people and the CGDK pledge to strengthen further and expand the
fraternal relations between our two peoples and countries.

Please accept my highest fraternal regards.
[dated] 18 November 1985

/12913
Cso: 4212/28
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA

CLANDESTINE RADIOS REPORT BATTLEFIELD ACTIVITIES
Battle Results for November

BK040222 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in
Cambodian 2315 GMT 3 Dec 85

[November battle results from battlefields throughout the country]

[Text] 1. Koh Kong-Kompong Som battlefield: 146 Vietnamese soldiers killed
and 130 wounded. Total: 276 casualties.

2. Leach battlefield: 120 killed and 77 wounded. Total: 197 casualties.
3. Samlot battlefield: 113 killed and 146 wounded. Total: 259 casualties.
4. Pailin battlefield: 308 killed and 463 wounded. Total: 771 casualties.

5. South Sisophon battlefield: 84 killed and 73 wounded. Total: 157
casualties. v ,

6. North Sisophon battlefield: 78 killed and 89 wounded. Total: 167
casualties. : :

7. Battlefields around Battambang town: 64 killed and 80 wounded. Total:
144 casualties. . ‘

8. Siem Reap-Route 6 battlefield: 182 killed and 121‘wounded. Total: 303
casualties. . .

9. Preah Vihear battlefield: 22 killed and 25 wounded. Total: 47
casualties.

10. Kompong Thom-Kompong Cham battlefield: 161 killed and 196-wounded.
Total: 357 casualties.

11. Moung-Pursat battlefield: 56 killed and 49 wounded. Total: 105
casualties.

12. Kompong Chhnang battlefield: 155 killed and 168 wounded. Total: 323
casualties.
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13. Northwestern Phnom Penh battlefield: 29 killed and 25 wounded. Total:
54 casualties. :

14. Tonle Sap battlefield: 28 killed and 20 wounded. Total: 48 casualties.

15. Southwestern battlefield: 128 killed and 163 wounded. Total: 291
casualties.

16. Northeast-Eastern battlefield: 20 killed and 25 wounded. Totél: 45
casualties.

In sum, in November, we killed 1,694 Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 1,850
others for a total of 3,544 casualties.

Activities of Non-Communist Forces
BK010925 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 0500 GMT 1 Dec 85

[Text] The following is a report on some of the military activities of the
non-communist resistance forces of the Cambodian coalition government:

A Voice of the Khmer Radio reporter inside Cambodia reports that on 5
November, our combatants attacked a Vietnamese position in Chamnaom village,
Mongkolborei District, Battambang Province, killing 7 Vietnamese soldiers and
wounding 18 others. On 8 November, our combatants attacked a Vietnamese enemy
position in Sangha village, Sisophon District, Battambang Province. After a
tough battle, our troops seized and occupied the enemy position. We killed
three Vietnamese soldiers and wounded six others. Our combatants seized some
military materiel and documents.

According to a report from Thjmar Puok District, on 11 November our combatants
fought with a group of Vietnamese soldiers near Damnak Kakaoh, Thmar Puok
District, Battambant Province. Three Vietnamese soldiers were wounded and the
rest fled the battle scene. On 17 November, our combatants fought a
Vietnamese battalion of brigade [Kangpol] No. 75 in an area 5 km west of Preav
village, Thmar Puok District. Vietnamese troops used 60-mm and 82-mm mortars
to support their colleagues. This battle lasted for two hours. Five enemy
soldiers were killed and four others were wounded. Four of our combatants
were killed and five others were wounded. On 17 November, our combatants
[word indistinct] 300 Vietnamese soldiers in an areas 4 km north of
Prasatltveng village, Preah Net Preah District, Battambang Province. Two
Vietnamese soldiers were killed on the spot and a number were wounded. Our
combatants suffered no casualties and returned safely to their base. On 20
November, our combatants attacked a Vietnamese platoon in an area 3 km west of
Soeng village, Sisophon District, Battambang Province. Our combatants killed
two Veitnamese soldiers, wounded a number of others, and destroyed a

B-40.

According to a report from Oddar Meanchey Province, on 17 November non-

communist Cambodian resistance troops attacked a battalion of Vietnamese and
Heng Samrin soldiers in Kouk Khpos village, Ampil District. Five Vietnamese
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soldiers were killed and a number of others were wounded. Seven of our
combatants were wounded. On 18 November, our combatants attacked 20 Vietnamese
soldiers who were ready to rob Cambodian villagers in an area betweeen Cheung
Pean and Chongkal villages, Samraong District, Oddar Meanchey Province. Our
combatants killed a Vietnamese soldier and wounded a number of others. We
seized two AK-47's and a pistol. Our combatants suffered no casualties.

Our correspondent reported that on 14 November, our combatants attacked a
_ Vietnamese platoon postion in Kambao village, Kralanh District, Siem Reap
Province. . We killed 7 Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 18 others. ‘

These activities have shown that non-communist resistance forces of the
Cambodian coalition govermment have intensified their guerrilla attacks
against Vietnamese aggressor troops. ;

Kompong Cham Town Captured

BK010204 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in
Cambodian 2315 GMT 30 Nov 85

[From the "battle report from various battlefields"]

[Excerpt] At 0500 on 28 November we attacked Speu town in Chamka Leu
District, Kompong Cham battlefield, in three prongs. The first prong hit Speu
town, the second dispersed and dismantled the Vietnamese administration in
Speu commune, and the third attacked the Vietnamese enemy's company postion at
Lar Thyung, the defense system of Speu town. After 30 minutes of fighting, we
completely liberated and occupied the three targets.

We killed five Vietnamese soldiers, including two company commanders, and
wounded 10 others, destroyed seven AK's, two B-40's, two commune office
buildings, one trade warehouse, one rice depot with 200 sacks of rice and 50
sacks of salt, one truck, six barracks, and some war materiel; and seized two
pistols, one 60-mm mortar, 11 AK's, one B-40, 10 60-mm mortar shells, 300
rounds of AK ammunition, 20 handgrenades, five rucksacks, nine hammocks, and
some war materiel. We liberated seven villages, namely Speu Khang Kauet, Speu
Khang Lech, Ampeuo Meas Khang Tbong, Ampeuo Meas Khang Cheung, Veal, Ta Treng,
and O Veach. l : - .

Resistance Forces' Activities
BK021233 (Clandestine) voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 1100 GMT 1 Dec 85
[Text] According to impartial reports, the Cambodian Coalition Govérnment
forces launched a number of attacks against Vietnamese troops in October. The
following is a report on these attacks: &
Fifty combatants of the Cambodian Coalition Government destroyed a bridge in

Phnum Srok District [Battambang Province]. This bridge was seriously
destroyed and cannot be repaired for further use. T
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The forces of the Cambodian Coalition Government fired rockets at various
Vietnamese military bases in Battambang Province, killing a Vietnamese soldier
and wounding 12 others. They also destroyed a bridge.

The Cambodian Coalition Government forces ambushed Vietnamese troops at Toek
Krau village, killing three Vietnamese soldiers and wounding three others.
They seized two weapons. They attacked Vietnamese troops stationed near (Ta
Krau) bridge, east of (Ponhea Krek) village, Ratanamondol District [Battambang
Province], killing two Vietnamese soldiers and wounding two others. One day
later, they ambushed Vietnamese troops near Battambang District, killing four
Vietnamese soldiers and wounding another. The resistance troops seized a
weapon. The next day, they ambushed a number of Vietnamese troops at (Ta
Roeurng) village, killing four Vietnamese soldiers and wounding three others.
The resistance forces seized a weapon.

/12913
CSO: 4212/28
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA

- BRIEFS

SANN VISITS EVACUATION SITE--Tak Phraya——Prime Minister of the Coalition
Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) Son Sann yesterday visited a major
Kampuchean evacuation site on the Thai border. Son Sann, who is also the
leader of the Khmer People's National Liberation Forces (KPNLF), one of the -
three partners in the CGDK, told reporters he thought the Vietnamese troops
are unlikely to attack Site 2 camp which houses more than 130,000 Kampucheans.
He said Site 2 is located in Thai territory and the people in the site are all
civilians, mostly women and children. He said since there are no Khmer
fighters in the camp, if the Vietnamese attack Site 2, it means they also
violate Thai territory. Son Sann said if there will be fighting between
Vietnamese soldiers and the Khmer resistance forces, it should take place
inside Kampuchea. He added his KPNLF fighters have moved into Kampuchean
interior to engage in guerrilla warfares with the Vietnamese troops. Site 2
is now the largest Khmer civilian camp on the border. Its inhabitants are
those who were moved from Prasat Sabaeng, Ampil, Talok, Ritthisen and Prey
Chan when the Vietnamese attacked the Khmer resistance camps during the last
dry season offensive. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 2 Dec 85 p 2 BK]
/12913

DIEN DEL STRESSES DISCIPLINE--Genmeral Dien Del, chief of Cambodian
noncommunist resistance forces, told the resistance fighters that we should
increase our guerrilla attacks against Vietnamese aggressor forces this year.
However, he stressed that it is necessary to increase discipline among army
ranks. General Dien Del said this at a meeting attended by commanding
officers from base 1204 and commanders from all battalioms, companies, and all
personnel of this military base. General Dien Del called this meeting to
brief all officers on various plans to attack and resist the Vietnamese
offensive this dry season. The general said we should increase our guerrilla
attacks inside the country. Concerning discipline, he said, all combatants
should strengthen their discipline because this is most important for
defeating the Vietnamese aggressors and winning the people's support. [Text]
[(Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 1300 GMT 2 Dec 85 BK] /12913

CSO: 4212/28
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY

VAN TIEN DUNG ON SOCIALIST REVOLUTION, NATIONAL DEFENSE
Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese Aug 85 pp 12-33, 53

[Article by Senior General Van Tien Dung: "The Nationwide Socialist
Revolution and the Task of Building the National Defense System of All the
People"]

[Text] Editorial Note: with the aim of helping cadres in and outside the
army gain a thorough understanding and successfully organize the performance
of the task of building the national defense system of all the people--which
is a major aspect of the party's military line--Senior General Van Tien Dung,
member of the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee and minister of
- national defense, has written a number of articles on the subject: "Building
a Solid and Strong National Defense System of All the People and Firmly
Defending the Socialist Vietnamese Fatherland."

These articles deal with the following matters:

The nationwide socialist revolution and the task of building the national
defense system of all the people; the major elements involved in building the
national defense system of all the people; closely combining economic
construction with the strengthening of the national defense system; closely
combining national defense and security; and implementing the mechanism "the
party leads, the state manages and the people exercise ownership" in the
 building of the national defense system.

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the August Revolution and National
Day, 2 September, and with the permission of Van Tien Dung, TAP CHI QUAN DOI
NHAN DAN respectfully presents to its readers his article on "The Nationwide
Socialist Revolution and the Task of Building the National Defense System of
All the People.™

I. The Two Strategic Tasks of the Vietnamese Revolution and the Necessity of
Strengthening the National Defense System

The resolution of the U4th Party Congress pointed out: "With the total victory
of the war of resistance against the United States for national salvation, the
Vietnamese revolution entered a new stage, the stage in which the entire
country is independent, is reunified and performing the single strategic task
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of carrying out the socialist revolution and advancing rapidly, strongly and
steadily to socialism."(1) The congress also pointed out: "In conjunction
with building the country in every respect, we must redouble our efforts to
build a national defense system of all the people that is solid and strong,
build the people's armed forces and build the national defense industry to
insure that the country 1s always ready to defeat each attack by the
aggressors."(2)

On the basis of developments in the domestic and world situations during the
period following the U4th Congress of the Party, especially in the face of the
adoption by the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists of a policy hostile
toward our country's revolution, the 5th Party Congress again asserted: "Our
country is in a situation in which it is at peace but must contend with a
wide-ranging war of sabotage being waged by the Chinese expansionists and
hegemonists in collaboration with the U.S. imperialists; at the same time, we
must be ready to deal with a situation in which the enemy could launch a
large-scale war of aggression.'(3) The congress went on to point out that our
people must "make every effort to perform their two strategic tasks. The
first is to successfully build socialism. The second is being ready to fight
and firmly defend the socialist Vietnamese fatherland."(4) The Uth and 5th
Congresses, while presenting the line on the socialist revolution and the line
on building the socialist economy, also raised many basic matters concerning
th military line during the period of building and defending the fatherland.

Under the light of the resolutions of the party congresses and on the basis of
the development of the situation and tasks of the revolution, the Party
Central Committee, Political Bureau, Military Commission of the Party Central
Committee and National Defense Commission of the Party have issued many
resolutions with the aims of gradually concretizing the military line,
promptly pointing out the schemes and actions of the enemy and correctly
defining, in a manner consistent with the situation during each period, the
military task and guidelines of our armed forces and people in the areas of
building and strengthening the national defense system, strengthening the
people's armed forces, maintaining combat readiness and fighting the enemy.
At the same time, the party has provided very correct and effective strategic
guidance in the various war situations that have arisen. This is the most
important reason why the strength that our people bring to defending the
country has been constantly increased and why we won large victories in the
two wars to defend the fatherland on the southwestern and northern borders
against the forces of the Chinese aggressors and their lackeys, the
reactionaries. Today, this strength is also insuring our people of victory in
their struggle against the enemy's war of encroachment and occupation along
the border and their cunning wide-ranging war of sabotage, insuring that they
will firmly defend independence, freedom and socialism, maintain security for
national construction and fulfill their international obllgatlon to the two
fraternal countries of Laos and Cambodia,

Thus, ever since the total victory of the resistance against the United States
for national salvation, our party has consistently maintained that, having
embarked on the period of carrying out the socialist revolution nationwide,
our people must have a thorough understanding of and properly perform both
strategic tasks, building the country and defending the fatherland.
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Looking back over the past 10 years, surely there is not one among us who
fails to realize that, following the great victory won in the spring of 1975
and in the face of the exceedingly malicious and insidious schemes of our new
enemy, had we allowed ourselves to be taken with ecstasy over that victory,
had we relaxed our vigilance and not alertly or promptly attached proper
importance to the need to strengthen the nation's defenses in conjunction with
building the country, we surely would not have been able to win the large
victories that we did in the two wars that were fought to defend the
fatherland, the consequences of which upon the destiny of our nation as well
as the other countries of Indochina would have been difficult to predict.

Building the country in conjunction with defending it is the law by which our
nation has survived and developed over the course of its 4,000 year history.
Under current world conditions, with imperialism and reactionary powers still
in existence on our planet, this is also the law by which each independent
country survives. Building socialism in conjunction with defending the
socialist fatherland is a universal law of the socialist revolution. We must
have a truly clear understanding of our country's situation and not relax for
one moment our efforts to strengthen the national defense system and defend
the country while attaching foremost importance to the task of building
socialism. '

We are living in an age that is basically characterized by the transition from.
capitalism to socialism, which began with the great October Socialist
Revolution. -The struggle between the forces of peace, national independence,
democracy and social progress and the forces of imperialism and counter-
revolution is an exceedingly difficult, bitter and complex struggle that is
taking place throughout the world, especially within many regions of the
world. ‘ '

In the world, imperialism, headed by the U.S. imperialists, acting from a
position that is weak in every respect and frightened by the growth of the
three revolutionary currents, is reassembling its forces, making adjustments
to its global counter-revolutionary strategy and conducting a frantic crusade
against revolutionary forces. They have raised their bellicose policy to a
new level of intensity, thus making the world political situation very tense.
With the aim of achieving military superiority over the community of socialist
countries and fulfilling their role as the international gendarme, the U.S.
imperialists are intensifying the nuclear arms race on a scale unprecedented,
especially the arms race in space. They have accelerated the deployment of
medium-range missiles in western Europe and pressured imperialist allies into
joining efforts with the United States in a program to "research systems
designed to retaliate against intercontinental missiles," which they call the
"Strategic Defense Initiative"(SDI), that is, "Star Wars," thus facing mankind
with the danger of a destructive nuclear war. They have been taking urgent
steps to strengthen their reactionary military alliances, have continued to
establish and expand military base systems within the territory of many other
countries and have accelerated their preparations for a nuclear war and even a
conventional war with a view mainly toward opposing the Soviet Union and the
other socialist countries. They are pursuing a belligerent foreign policy and
have combined this policy with a policy of negotiating from a position of
strength. ‘ :
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With the aim of blocking the national liberation movement and preventing those
countries that have won their independence from following the path to
socialism, the U.S. imperialists, in coordination with lackey reactionaries,
are carrying out a frenetic counter-offensive against the national liberation
movement, one that has involved many local wars of aggression, many acts of
military intervention, the overthrow of many governments and the occupation of
many -areas in many regions of the world.

In Asia-the Pacific, the U.S. imperialists have strengthened the military
forces of the United States and encouraged the rearming of Japan and the
restoration of Japanese militarism. They have strengthened the U.S.-Japan-
South Korea military alliance in Northeast Asia and the ANZUS bloc in the
southwestern Pacific; increasedtheir presence in South Asia and the Indian
Ocean; strengthened and expanded the systems of military bases in the Indian
Ocean and Persian Gulf; and intensified their collaboration with China and
their use of the "China card." Recently, the White House announced the so
called "Asia-Pacific strategy," a strategy which views the Asia-Pacific region
as a "region of vital interest," as "the region of the 21st century," as the
second most important military front behind western Europe in the global
counter-revolutionary strategy of the United States. ' ,

Southeast Asia is viewed by the United States as a very important strategic
link in its Asia-Pacific strategy. They have put renewed efforts behind their
plan to "return" to Southeast Asia. They have been making every effort to win
over and control the ASEAN countries and plotting ways to gradually .push the
ASEAN bloc into establishing even a military alliance with the United States.
They consider Vietnam and the countries of Indochina to be a major obstacle to.
their sinister schemes in this region. They fear that Vietnam, which served
as a shining example and inspired many oppressed nations to arise against
colonialism, both old and new, and is today becoming prosperous and strong in
the socialist revolution, will give these nations even greater inspiration to
follow the socialist path. They maintain that one of the important strategic
measures in causing the world to lose confidence in socialism and communism at
a time when they lack the strength needed to fight the Soviet Union is to
oppose and attack the Vietnamese revolution, the revolutions of the countries
of Indochina. The U.S. imperialists have not abandoned their long held plan
of opposing and attacking the revolutions of Vietnam and the other countries
of Indochina. The White House is pursuing a hostile policy toward our
country. . They have rejected the .establishment of normal relations between the
two countries.and pursued a policy of encircling and isolating us economically
and politically in the international arena. They have been establishing
contacts with, supporting, assembling and using lackey reactionary forces
within the three countries of Indochina to achieve their evil immediate and
long-range objectives. They conspired with the Chinese expansionists in
launching the war of aggression against Vietnam in February 1979 and are
currently collaborating with China and rightist powers within Thai ruling
circles and the ASEAN countries to oppose and attack the Vietnamese
revolution. ‘ s o . ’ » .

The Chinese éxpansionists and hegemohists héve iong nurtured the insane

ambition of becoming a super power and ruler of the world. They have adopted
as their policy the expansion of their collaboration with the U.S.
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imperialists and the other imperialist powers with the aim of developing their
real forces and achieving their sinister expansionist designs. They are
devoting their efforts to the "four modernizations" in a vain attempt to
quadruple their industrial and agricultural output by the end of this century.
They have implemented many domestic policies and programs based on the so
called "Chinese-colored" socialism, thereby gradually moving far from the
sphere of scientific socialism and continuing to erode and deform the bases of
socialism that have been established in China. They are supporting and
cooperating with the U.S. imperialists with a view toward opposing the Soviet
Union and the community of socialist countries in many different areas and
fields of international life. They speak highly of the NATO aggressor
military alliance and support and encourage the U.S.-Japan-~South Korea
military alliance. Their collaboration between China and the United States in
the military field in recent years has reached a new level of development as
seen in the procurement of weapons and technical equipment, the exchange of
intelligence information, the training of cadres and technical personnel...
They have employed a variety of cunning foreign affairs tactics with the aim
of improving their relations with each socialist country in a vain attempt to
use these relations to improve their trade and import technical equipment
while undermining the unity of the socialist community. They continue to
oppose the Soviet Union but might normalize relations with the Soviet Union to
achieve objectives that serve their ends. They will try to use Soviet-U.S.
antagonisms to their advantage in a vain attempt to quickly become strong.
They will make every effort to woo and win over the Third World in a vain
attempt to achieve a controlling position within the bloc of nonaligned
countries. '

Southeast Asia is the primary direction of expansion in the immediate stage of
Chinese expansionism and hegemony. Their unchanging plan is to bring Vietnam
and the other countries of Indochina under China's control and use them as a
springboard for expansion to the South. However, an independent, unified and
staunchly revolutionary Vietnam, a Vietnam that has very close ties to the
two countries of Laos and Cambodia with whom it is advancing to socialism, a
Vietnam that is united and closely cooperates with the Soviet Union and other
socialist countries, a Vietnam that is gradually becoming prosperous and
strong poses a major obstacle to the expansionist designs of the reactionaries
in power in China. Therefore, they have been looking for every way to weaken
us and create the conditions for eventually conquering Vietnam and all three
countries of Indochina. :

Despite having suffered continuous defeats in their scheme of opposing and
attacking the three countries of Indochina, they still have not abandoned
their expansionist designs. China's strategy and tactics toward Vietnam have
not changed at all. While displaying a more "moderate" attitude in their
relations with a number of other countries, they have directed even sharper
barbs against Vietnam and the other countries of Indochina.

Along our country's northern border, they have raised their military
activities to a new level of intensity and been waging a war of encroachment
and occupation along the border with the aim of nibbling away at territory of
ours and achieving many other sinister objectives. They have continued to
intensify their wide-ranging war of sabotage within our country through
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increasingly sophisticated and cunning measures and tricks with a view toward
weakening us. At the same time, they are still urgently making preparations
for a large-scale war of aggression in a vain attempt to annex our country
when conditions permit. They have been collaborating ever more closely with
the rightist powers within Thai ruling circles, have continuously supported
Cambodian reactionary forces and have commanded these forces in the continuing
effort to thwart the rebirth of the Cambodian people. Although their lackey
reactionary clique recently suffered very heavy defeats during the 1985 dry
season at the hands of the armed forces and people of Cambodia assisted by
Vietnamese volunteer forces, China has not abandoned its intention of "winning
back Cambodia.® They are now discussing new plans for "reversing the
situation."()

In Laos, they pressured the reactionaries in power in Thailand into opening a
new front along the Laos-Thai border, thereby grossly violating the tri-
village region of Laos, in conjunction with continuing to generate military
pressure along the Laos-China border and intensifying their wide-~ranging acts
of sabotage inside Laos.

They are continuing to conduct malicious activities with the intent to divide
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, to divide the countries of Indochina from the
Soviet Union and the other countries within the socialist community. They
have sabotaged the trend toward the relaxation of tensions, created a hostile
atmosphere between the three countries of Indochina and the ASEAN countries
and isolated Vietnam in the international arena.

We have no illusions about a number of changes they are now making in their
foreign policy toward some other countries for the sake of their own pragmatic
objectives. Our people have much experience in dealing with China, the United
States and many enemies. We should, therefore, be very alert. At a time when
the revolution is inecreasingly winning large victories and the enemy is
constantly at work on many shrewd schemes, it is even more necessary that we
truly have a- thorough understanding of what their nature and basic intentions
are, that we be extremely vigilant against them in every situation.

In Japan, a country that has a highly developed economy and a strong desire
for economic expansion into Southeast Asia, there is a trend toward
militarization. Japan has established a close military alliance with the
United States and is heading toward military collaboration with China.
Consequently, our people must heighten their vigilance.

We must also closely observe and keep abreast of the increasingly close
collaboration, collaboration that might eventually evolve into a strategic
division of responsibilities and coordination, among the United States, Japan
and. the-other reactionary powers in Southeast Asia within the scheme to oppose
and attack the revolutions of the three countries of Indochina. Although the
U.S. imperialists and the Chinese expansionists have their own separate
intentions and strategic interests with regard to Southeast Asia (these mainly
reflect the antagonisms between them), they both consider Vietnam and the
alliance of the three countries of Indochina to be major obstacles to their
imperialist and expansionist designs, consequently, they are collaborating in
a scheme to sabotage and weaken us.
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Thus, the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists are the immediate, dangerous
strategic adversary of our country's revolution, of the revolutions of the
countries of Indochina. Imperialism, headed by the U.S. imperialists, is the
basic, long-range strategic adversary of the revolutions of the three
countries of Indochina.

The main antagonism in Indochina is the antagonism between national
independence and socialism and the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, who
are collaborating with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary powers.
Indochina has been and is one of the areas of sharpest struggle in the world
between the revolution and counter-revolution. .

For a long time, the three countries of Indochina have had to contend with a
new enemy, the reactionaries within Chinese ruling circles who, acting in
collaboration with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary powers, have
been directly sabotaging national independence and socialism within the three
countries.

Our people must clearly and always remember one very important conclusion
reached by our party: :

As long as Chinese expansionism and hegemony still rule in China, as long as
imperialism still exists in the world, our people must continue to display
high vigilance and concern themselves with strengthening the national defense
system and defending the fatherland.

Qur nation made enormous sacrifices to win independence and reunification for
the fatherland. Today, living in independence and freedom, our people recall,
with the deepest emotions, the tremendous contributions made by the great
President Ho Chi Minh and hold his sacred teaching even more deeply in their
memory:

"The Hung Kings performed the service of founding the country,
We must make every effort to defend it."(5)

He also said: "Befdre today, we only had the nights and the forests. Today,
we have the days, the sky, the sea. Our seacoast is long and beautiful, we
must Keep it that way."(6)

This was also the teaching of V.I. Lenin immediately following the victory of
the October Revolution, the significance of which is as timely today as it was
then. Lenin said: "From this point onward, with the era of the socialist
revolution having begun, that the imperialist countries will constantly attack
Soviet Russia militarily is something which, from an historical perspective,
cannot be avoided.™(7)

Therefore, n"without taking up arms to defend the socialist republic, we cannot
survive..."(8) "Because it is our policy to defend the socialist fatherland,
we demand that a serious attitude be taken toward the issue of national
defense capabilities and the issue of preparing the country to fight... Long
and serious preparations must be made for this revolutionary war (the war to
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defend the socialist fatherland—-VJrD ), beglnnlng by boosting the domestic
economy."(9)

Clearly, the two strategic tasks of our>country*s revolution and the country's
situation confirm that building and strengthening the national defense system
is both a basic, long-range task and an urgent, pressing task.

II. Several Major Characteristics of Our Country Related to the Task of
Building and Strengthenlng the National Defense Systen

1+  Our country has not known a stable peace. Slightly more than 3 years
after the end of the reéesistance against the United States for national
salvation, our people had to fight two consecutive wars to defend the
fatherland, one on the southwestern border and one on the northern border,
against aggression by the Chinese reactionaries and their. lackeys, the Pol Pot
clique. Since then, our country has been at peace but has had to contend with
the war of sabotage being waged by the Chinese reactionaries in collaboration-
with the U.S. imperialists and the enemy's war of encroachment and occupation
along the border; at the same time, we have had to make preparations for
dealing with a large-scale war of aggression that they might launch. OQur
people also have a large international obligation to the two fraternal
countries of Laos and Cambodia. Many units of the Vietnamese Volunteer Forces
are standing shoulder to shoulder with the armed forces and peoples of the
other two countries on the Indochina peninsula. in the fight against the
various forms of the war of aggression, the war of encroachment and occupation
and the war of sabotage of the lackeys of Beijing. Today, following the 30
years of the wars of resistance against France and the United States, wars
which were fought under exceedingly difficult and violent conditions, our
country must rebuild, must heal the wounds of war and stabilize the living
conditions of the people while meeting the requirements of immediate ‘Combat
tasks. At the same time, we must make preparations for defending the country
over the long range. To prepare for war time, we are carrying out natlonal
defense work under conditions of less than total peace.

This situation of our country is clearly very different from the situation of
many other countries in the world that have the peaceful conditions needed to
focus their efforts on building the country and developing the economy, on
building the national defense system in peace time with the aim of preparing
for war time.

The conditions under which we are currently building the national defense’
system also differ from the circumstances of our forefathers during preceding
periods of prosperity in our nation's history. - Between the time of Ngo
Quyen's victory at Bach Thang in 938, which restored national independence,
and Le Hoan's defeat of the aggressor forces of the House of Song in 981,"
there were U3 years of peace during which to build the country. This was
followed by nearly 100 years during which our nation built a prosperous
country and laid the foundation for the brilliant victory won by Le Thuong
Kiet over the aggressor forces of the House of Song in the 11th century.
Following that victory, our nation had nearly two centurles during which to
build a prosperous and strong country in independence and - 'peace, as a result
of which we were able to win brilliant victories over the aggressor forces of
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the Mong and Yuan on three separate occasions during the 13th century. There
was one period during which our nation maintained its independence and
prevailed over foreign aggressors for 300 years, from after the victory in the
war of liberation led by Le Loi and Nguyen Trai in the 15th century until the
resounding feat of arms recorded by Nguyen Hue by defeating the aggressor
forces of the House of Qing and Siamese forces in the 18th century.

2. Our country is in the initial stage of the period of transition to
socialism and the economy is advancing from small-scale production directly to
large-scale, socialist production without experiencing the stage of capitalist
development. The old scars of an economy ravaged by a long and very fierce
war have not completely healed. Now, our country is suffering renewed ravages
of war, in addition to which we must meet basic requirements, requirements
that are very large and urgent, in all three areas: supporting the daily
lives of the people following the war, gradually building the material-
technical bases of socialism and meeting national defense and security needs.

Our major difficulty here is that the economy is still predominately a small-
scale production econony. This is clearly evident in the following:
material-technical bases are still small and underdeveloped, labor is
predominately manual labor, labor productivity is low and the division of
labor has not been developed. Industry, especially heavy industry, is still
small and weak and agriculture is still largely characterized by monoculture.
The social product is small and does not meet the everyday needs of the people
or the needs of expanded reproduction. It is difficult for such an
underdeveloped and unbalanced economy to simply serve the everyday needs of
the post-war population of nearly 60 million well, not to mention meet the
three basic requirements mentioned above, all of which are large and urgent,
at the same time. It can be said that few countries in the world have
experienced circumstances as harsh as those now being experienced by Vietnam
in building the country and strengthening the national defense system.

Advancing our country's economy from small-scale production to large-scale,
socialist production without following the path of capitalist development is
something totally new for which there is no precedent in history. In
addition, we must carry out this work under circumstances in which the enemy
has a scheme to very viciously and cruelly sabotage our people's economic
construction and socialist construction. There is no other way for our party
to successfully perform this historic task than by conducting painstaking
research to grasp the essence of the theory of Marxism-Leninism on socialist
construction and the building of the socialist economy, studying the wealth of
experience of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist countries,
understanding the realities of our country's revolution and economy and
working while gaining experience and reviewing theory. On this basis, we must
discover, recognize and apply the economic laws and those matters that are in
the nature of laws of the socialist revolution in our country. One of the
major successes achieved by our party in the 10 years of carrying out
socialist construction and economic construction throughout the country has
been that we have, through independent and creative thinking, gradually come
to recognize and learn those matters that are in the nature of laws of the
socialist revolution in our country. These matters were presented in
condensed form in the general line and the line on building the economy that



were adopted at the U4th and 5th Party Congresses. They were subsequently
developed upon and concretized by General Secretary Le Duan as the 10 matters
that are in the nature of laws of the socialist revolution in our country,
which he presented at the 6th Plenum of the 5th Party Central Committee as the
basis for resolving the problems involved in improving our economic
management.

These matters that are in the nature of laws profoundly control every aspect
of our people's work of building socialism and building the economy as well as
strengthening the national defense system during the initial stage and
throughout the entire period of transition to socialism. Therefore, when
resolving each problem encountered in the task of strengthening the national
defense system, we must have a thorough understanding of and correctly apply
those matters that are part of the line, those matters that are in the nature
of laws of the socialist revolution in our country... Only on this basis can
we correctly resolve each theoretical and practical problem encountered in the
task of strengthening the national defense system and steadily advance our
people's cause of defending the fatherland.

3. We are building and strengthening the national defense system under
favorable international circumstances, have a close alliance with the
revolutions of the two countries of Laos and Cambodia and enjoy the
comprehensive cooperation and tremendous assistance of the Soviet Union and
other fraternal socialist countries. The three revolutionary currents of our
times have undergone extraordinary growth, are on the offensive and have
directed the thrust of the struggle toward imperialism and the other
international reactionary powers.

Socialism has become a world system, an international community that possesses
modern industry, advanced science and technology and solid, strong national
defense forces. Within this system, unity, cooperation and alliance in the
spirit of comradeship, equality, mutual assistance and mutual respect among
the member countries are increasingly comprehensive in content, increasingly
diverse in form and increasingly broad in scale.

In Indochina, the great victory won by our country together with the great
victories won by the two countries of Laos and Cambodia led to the formation
of an Indochina of three independent countries advancing to socialism together
and bound closely to one another within a special alliance to fight the common
enemy together and build and defend each country and all three countries
together.

The Vietnamese revolution is a part of the world revolution. The Socialist
Republic of Vietnam is a member of the community of socialist countries.
Consequently, in the process of carrying out the socialist revolution, our
people must take advantage of the favorable international conditions that
exist, beginning by expanding their comprehensive cooperation with the Soviet
Union and the socialist countries and maintaining their special alliance with
the two fraternal countries of Laos and Cambodia, in order to develop the
economy and accelerate the work of building and defending the socialist
fatherland. At the same time, we stand shoulder to shoulder with the nations,
with the revolutionary and peace movements in the world struggling against



imperialism, headed by the U.S. imperialists and the Chinese expansionist and
hegemonist powers, for the goals of peace, national independence, democracy
and social progress. In the field of national defense, our people can and
must, -on the basis of this comprehensive assistance from and cooperation with
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, accelerate the modernization
of our national defense forces at a pace that is in keeping with the
requirements of our times and precedes the development of our country's
economy. In their cooperation and their alliance with Laos and Cambodia, our
people are imbued with the teaching of President Ho Chi Minh that "to help
friends is to help ourselves." : ‘

However, besides favorable circumstances, our socialist revolution is also
taking place against a world background and a regional background marked by
many complex changes brought about by the reactionary schemes of the U.S.
imperialists and the Chinese expansionist powers.

The major characteristics described above control, to a very large degree, our
work of building the national defense system of all the people. They face us
with many difficulties and contradictions and demand that our people continue
to display a very high spirit of struggle and sacrifice., At the same time, we
must be very ingenious, must know how to fully utilize and build upon each
strength, -each new advantage that is ours so that we can adopt suitable lines,
guidelines, policies and measures and establish suitable stages of development
in order to successfully build the national defense system in conjunction with
building socialism and building the country. ,

0Of course, when examining and resolving each national defense issue, we must
have a thorough understanding of all the major characteristies of our
country's situation since embarking on the socialist revolution nationwide,
which were pointed out at the 4th and 5th Party Congresses (both the
difficulties and advantages) but not mentioned here. :

I1I. The ObjectiVes and Essence of Building and Strengthening the National
Defense System Within Our Country

The objectives of building and strengthening our national defense system are:
to firmly defend the socialist Vietnamese fatherland; to help defend the
national independence and socialism of the two fraternal countries of Laos and
Cambodia, defend the outpost of the socialist system in Southeast Asia and
safeguard peace in Indochina, Southeast Asia and the world; and to defeat each
scheme of aggression and sabotage of our present enemy and be ready to win
victory over a war of aggression launched by any enemy in any situation,
regardless of which weapons they employ, even weapons of great destructive
power,

Today, firmly ,defending the socialist fatherland means defending the
inviolable independence and sovereignty of the nation; defending the
fatherland's sacred territorial integrity, which encompasses the country's
land, air space, offshore waters and continental shelf; defending the
socialist system, the proletarian dictatorship state and the right of
socialist collective ownership of the working people; and the right to live
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and the creative labor in socialist construction of the people of all
nationalities living together within the Vietnamese fatherland.

There are two sides to our people's objectives in building and strengthenlng
the national defense system, both of which must be understood.

On the one hand, we must firmly defend the fatherland and maintain the
country's polltlcal security even when not faced w1th a large-scale war of
aggression launched by the enemy.’

Under the specific conditions of our country today, this means that we must
defeat the enemy's war of encroachment and occupation along the border and
their wide-ranging war of sabotage, defend the sovereignty and territory of
the country, maintain the country's politlcal security, reduce the threat of
the enemy launching a large-scale war of aggression and insure that socialist
construction is continuously accelerated within a situation that is
increasingly stable.

Our people must be highly determined and make very large efforts to defeat
these cunning forms of war of the enemy. The Chinese expansionists and
hegemonlsts calculate that the current world and domestic situations as well
as China's present military strength prevent them from launching a large-scale
war of aggression to annex Vietnam and the other countries of Indochina.
Moreover, they cannot be sure of winning victory should they recklessly
unleash such a war and the consequences to them cannot be predicted with
certainty. Therefore, they feel that the "best policy"™ is to wear us down
over the long range through a war of encroachment and occupation along the
border coupled with a war of sabotage so that we are unable to focus our
efforts on socialist construction, grow weaker instead of stronger and are
thus forced to yield to them. They also feel that this kind of war allows
them to use the strengths of a large country (its’ large population, large
military forces, large economic and military potentials) to rule us, a small
country, mollify domestic and world opinion and use the flesh and blood of
their lackeys to serve their own evil objectives.

On the other hand, we must prepare the country in every respect, prepare the
country well and in a way that is planned and build a large, combined national
defense capablllty so that we are ready to win victory over a large-scale war
of aggression should the enemy launch such a war.

Our work of building and strengthening the national defense system must also
always have the objective of performing our national task well and fulfilling
our international obligation well.

In the era of independence and socialism, our people's national defense system
embodies the character of the socialist system, of the proletarian
dictatorship state, of the system of socialist collective ownership of the
worklng people.

Due to its proletarian character, the socialist state never commits aggression
against anyone. Therefore, the purpose of our national defense system is
self-defense. It is fundamentally different than the national defense systems




of the imperialist countries and expansionist powers, which are aggressive in
character.

OQur national defense system in the new era is a national defense system of all
the people, a complete, modern and aligned national defense system. This is
the nature of our national defense system.

Our national defense system is, above everything else, based on the strength
of all the people. All the people perform national defense work, all the
people fight to defend the fatherland. This is the strength of the entire
heroic nation of Vietnam, the strength of Vietnam's nearly 60 million citizens
who have become the masters of the country, the masters of society and are
deeply imbued with the truth "there is nothing more precious than independence
and freedom." And, today, they are continually being trained by the new
system in order to gradually become new, socialist men and women, fully
developed men and women who possess the ability to be the masters of society,
the masters of nature, the masters of themselves and even the masters in
building the country and defending the fatherland.

This strength is the highly organized strength of all the people, a strength
that is scientifically mobilized and organized in accordance with the
political line and military line of the party, a strength based on the
superior socialist system, the system of collective ownership. Our national
defense system is, in the fullest sense, a national defense system of, by and
for the people, consequently, its strength is new, extremely large and
constantly growing.

Qurs is a complete national defense system. It is based on the complete
strength of our country, the complete political-moral, economic, scientific,
cultural, social and military strengths of the socialist system now being
puilt in our country, not simply on military strength.

Only by having a complete national defense system is it possible to meet the
large and varied requirements involved in the defense of the fatherland, the
requirements of both the frontlines and the rear area, of both combat and the
buildup of forces, of both the armed forces and all the people participating
in combat. This is also the prerequisite that must exist for our people to
achieve a large combined strength in order to defeat each enemy.

The origin of the strength of our complete national defense system is the
combined achievements of the entire socialist revolution, of the three
revolutions, the aims of which are to build the new system, the new economy
and the new culture and mold the new socialist man and woman in our country.
Building the national defense system of all the people is the responsibility
of the entire party, all the people and the entire armed forces, most
importantly the sectors and levels of the proletarian dictatorship state.

In order to win victory over aggressor powers equipped with modern technology,
our national defense system in the new era is a modern national defense
system. It is a national defense system that has the ability to gradually but
continuously strengthen and improve the military material-technical bases and
equipment of the armed forces; has an increasingly modern and well coordinated
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infrastructure suited to the operational requirements of a modern army, an
infrastructure consisting of systems of air fields and seaports,
communication~transportation systems, information and liaison systems...; has
rear service support and technical support systems that are suited to the
requirements of modern warfare; has systems of modern defense projects and
equipment... Closely associated with modern technical equipment is the need
to have a corps of technical cadres and personnel who are the masters of
technology so that modern equipment can be maintained and utilized well on our
country's battlefield. . ‘

The base of the modern national defense system is the achievements recorded in
socialist industrialization--the central task throughout the period of
transition to socialism--which is gradually being carried out in our country
in the course of the socialist revolution with the cooperation and assistance
of the Soviet Union and ‘the other fraternal socialist countries, of friendly
countries... S )

Our war to defend the fatherland is a war fought by all the people; therefore,
we must use every weapon and peace of equipment we have, from the modern and
relatively modern to the rudimentary, to kill the enemy .

Set against the international background of today, our people's national
defense system is also a national defense system characterized by alliances.
It is aligned, both strategically and tactically, with the armed forces and
peoples of the two fraternal countries of Laos and Cambodia on a common,
single battlefield. It is strategically aligned with the Soviet Union and the
other fraternal socialist countries. It is united within a broad front with
nearby progressive countries that share a common enemy and with all
revolutionary and progressive countries and movements throughout the world
that support the just cause of our people against aggressor forces.

IV, Some Viewpoints That Guide Us in Our Work of Building and Strengthening
the National Defense of All the People :

To gain a thorough understanding of the political line and the military line
of the party, on the basis of the special characteristics of our country's
situation, of the objectives, the character and the nature of our national
defense system as described above and in order to properly perform the task of
building and strengthening the national defense system in the new era, we must
grasp in their entirety the following major viewpoints that guide us:

1. The viewpoint concerning the exercise of socialist collective ownership.

Collective ownership is the overriding goal of socialist construction; at the
same time, it is the basic moving force behind the entire socialist revolution
of our people.: Socialist collective ownership is also the source of the
invincible strength of the national defense of all the people. The Uth
Congress of the Party defined the basic elements of the system of socialist
collective ownership in our country within the political, economic, cultural
and other fields. This fundamental ‘view must also be thoroughly .understood
within the field of military affairs and raised as the issue of being the
masters of military affairs. x o
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Being the masters of military affairs is one expression of being the masters
of political affairs. As the 4th Party Congress pointed out: "Being the
collective masters of political affairs means that we must firmly defend
socialism in conjunction with building socialism."(10) Our mastery of
military affairs must be firmly based on mastery of politics, the economy and
culture, must be marked by the proper implementation of the mechanism "the
party leads, the people exercise ownership, the state manages."

Béing the masters of military affairs is expressed primarily by means of the
following: : :

--Each civilian and soldier having a thorough understanding of his obligation
and right to defend the fatherland and fulfilling each military obligation in
a conscious and voluntary way: - "When the fatherland is endangered, the entire
citizenry of Vietnam arises to defend it," "determined to preserve their
freedom and independence with the full measure of their spirit and forces,
with their lives and property."(11)

--Exercising mastery throughout the country, within each locality and at each
installation: being the masters of the land, skies, sea and continental
shelf. To exercise mastery, each level must be thoroughly familiar with every
aspect of the local situation, such as seasonal changes in the weather,
geographical advantages, popular sentiment...and must know all that there is
to know about the enemy and ourselves militarily, politically, economically,
culturally...

Being the masters of forces, which includes personnel and technical equipment,
thinking and organization; knowing how to mobilize, organize and build
people's armed forces that consist of strong arms of the military, that are
the nucleus in the fight by all the people against the enemy, in conjunction
with building powerful reserve forces and raising to a new level of
development the nation's military tradition: "the entire country fights the
enemy, all the people are soldiers"™; building rear service and technical
support bases and building the rear area in line with the viewpoint of a
people's war to defend the fatherland; being the master of forces and creating
the largest possible combined strength in order to fight the enemy from an
offensive position, from a position of strength so that we win victory and
become stronger with each battle.

--Being the masters of battlefield position: this entails knowing how to
avail ourselves of the advantages afforded by the terrain, weather and
climate; how to make full use of each strength of the people's war, of a just
war fought against the enemy right here in our own country; and how to
skillfully deploy and utilize each force at our disposal in order to create a
battlefield position that gives us control, create an advantageous, solid and
effective defensive position based on the military art of the people's war.
It also entails insuring that we always fight the enemy from an advantageous
position, a position from which we can take the initiative, can take the
offensive in every war situation. Being the masters of battlefield position
also encompasses the art of utilizing and building upon our existing
positions, destroying the battlefield position of the enemy and creating a new
and advantageous position for ourselves in the course of the war.
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--Being the masters of military science, military art and military science-
technology: this involves having a clear understanding of the laws of
operation of the enemy, of those matters that are in the nature of a law of
the people's war and armed struggle in our war to defend the socialist
fatherland. It entails being well versed in the art of organizing and
conducting strategic and campaign operations and battles, creatively employing
each of the many methods of fighting of the people's war and raising the
nation's art of fighting invaders to a new level of development. It entails
making proficient and creative use of each weapon and piece of equipment, from
the modern to the rudimentary, in order to win victory and complete tasks
well. :

--Being the masters of the situation: this entails always seizing the
initiative, seizing opportunities and knowing the enemy and ourselves. It
entails accurately predicting the various situations that will develop during
the war and in combat, adopting appropriate combat contingency plans and
preparing all the conditions needed to successfully implement these plans. It
entails being brave, steadfast, intelligent and creative in the face of every
difficult situation, being determined to successfully complete each mission.
Even if attacking enemy forces Sweep through an area, the armed forces and
people of that area must still firmly stand their ground, must retain control
80 -that they can continuously build an offensive position behind enemy lines
and closely coordinate with the fight on the main front. ‘ :

Being the masters of military affairs must always go hand in hand with the
thinking of taking the offensive. On the basis of being the masters of the
locality, the battlefield and the country, we must be determined to take the
initiative in attacking the enemy and consider taking the offensive to be the
most basic and effective way to firmly maintain our mastery. '

Achieving mastery‘and taking the offensive, taking the offensive and achieving
mastery are the distinctive characteristics of the military tradition and art
of the Vietnamese nation. : ‘

If each level, from the basic and local to the national, gains a thorough
understanding of the elements described above and organizes their
implementation well, we will succeed in creating the extremely large strength
of the national defense system of all the people and the people's war to
defend the fatherland, thereby successfully meeting a very important strategic
requirement of the war to defend the fatherland: "achieving thorough mastery,
strongly taking the offensive." : _—

Back in the war of liberation, even within enemy occupied areas, where the
control network set up by enemy forces was dense and conditions were
exceedingly difficult, our armed forces and people in many localities still
managed to achieve and firmly maintain their mastery and put into practice the
slogan "don't budge an inch." - Having achieved this mastery, they went on to
continuously develop the offensive, expand their control and, at the same
time, establish a springboard and a solid foothold for our main force troops
to come in and attack the enemy when necessary. B :
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Today, now that our fatherland is independent, our people are the masters of
the entire country and we have the time to make preparations in advance as
well as the conditions needed to take the initiative in establishing this
mastery in a planned manner in accordance with the political and military
lines of the party, we must, as pointed out by the party, establish thorough
mastery so that we can strongly take the offensive.

2. The viewpoint concerning a combined strength.

The strength of our national defense system of all the people is the strength
of national independence and socialism, is the combined strength of the
political-moral, economic, scientific, cultural, social and military factors
created in the process of carrying out the socialist revolution in our
country. It is the strength of our nation combined with the strength of the
alliance of the three countries of Indochina, the strength of our militant
solidarity and comprehensive cooperation with the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries, with the offensive position of the three revolutionary
currents in the world. It is the strength of the combination of the various
forms of political struggle, military struggle, diplomatic struggle and
struggle on the economic, ideological and cultural fronts that our party is
employing in the task of defending the fatherland today and will employ in a
large-scale war to defend the fatherland, should one occur. It is also the
strength of combining each means and piece of equipment of the country that is
mobilized to fight the enemy.

The base of this strength is the system of socialist collective ownership, is
the results of successfully implementing the general line on the socialist
revolution and the line on building the socialist economy within our country,
of the correct domestic and foreign policies of the party and state.

Therefore, the most basic factors in increasing the combined strength of the
national defense system of all the people are the needs for our people to
continue to brandish the banners of national independence and socialism,
firmly maintain the dictatorship of the proletariat, uphold the right of
collective ownership of the working people and simultaneously carry out the
three revolutions nationwide and within each locality so that socialist
construction yields practical, comprehensive results in every situation. We
must also carry out the foreign policy of the party well in order to
constantly strengthen the solidarity and alliance of the three countries of
Indochina, strengthen our strategic alliance with the Soviet Union and the
other fraternal socialist countries, achieve unity with each force for
revolution, progress and peace in the world and highly isolate the enemy.

However, building a strong country does not automatically provide us with a
strong national defense system because the requirements of the national
defense system and war differ from the requirements of the economy. The
strength of the national defense system of any country when a war is not in
progress (that is, in peace time) or when the country is engaged in a war that
is not yet large scale (as is the case with our country today) consists of two
components: standing forces that maintain combat readiness and fight to
defend the fatherland and the potentials that lie within the various strengths
of the country. Standing forces must meet every need required of them. These
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potentials must be organized, built and prepared for mobilization under a
long-range, thorough plan in the process of building the country so that they
can be promptly mobilized when the situation demands and enable us to meet the
requirements of the war. Therefore, we must closely combine building the
country with preparing to defend the fatherland.

We must endeavor to successfully meet one very basic strategic requirement of
the party in this era of building and defending the socialist fatherland:
closely combining the labor obligation with the obligation to defend the
fatherland. Every citizen has a labor obligation and an obligation to defend
the fatherland. All the people participate in productive labor, all the
people defend the fatherland. The entire armed forces defends the fatherland,
the entire armed forces participates in productive labor. The entire country,
each locality and each basic unit is a worksite in socialist construction and
a battle position ready to win victory over every enemy.

3. Closely combining socialist construction with the defense of the
fatherland, closely combining the economy with the national defense system,
the national defense system with the economy, national defense with the
maintenance of security in the building and strengthening of the national
defense system.

This is the view that guides us in our effort to build and strengthen the
national defense system.

To build its national defense system, every socialist country must combine its
economy with national defense. However, due to the three major
characteristics of our country described above, combining the economy with
national defense is a matter of special importance to us, the aim of which is
to make both our country's economy and national defense system strong in every
situation.

The requirement we face is that we must, while performing the foremost tasks
of building socialism, developing the economy and improving the living
conditions of the people, still have national defense forces that are strong
enough to defeat each type and scale of war launched by the enemy. Each stage
of development in socialist construction and economic construction must create
additional capabilities for defending the fatherland and strengthening the
national defense system. Conversely, each increase in the strength of the
national defense system must provide better security for building the country
and developing the economy, thereby constantly making the country stronger in
both areas: building and defending the fatherland, the economy and national
defense.

To achieve this objective, it is necessary to perform the following number of
important jobs well:

We must continue to give the entire party, all the people and the entire armed
forces a truly correct understanding of our country's situation and a deep
understanding of the two strategic tasks and the close relationship between
these two tasks as reflected in the spirit of the resolution of the 5th Party
Congress: attaching foremost importance to the task of building socialism
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while not relaxing our efforts to strengthen the national defense system and
defend the fatherland for one moment. This being our thinking, we must
cultivate within each citizen, each cadre and soldier of the armed forces,
each social organization and each level and sector of the state apparatus the
consciousness of always taking the initiative in combining, in a way that is
well coordinated, creative and effective, the two strategic tasks, the economy
with national defense in each activity.

There are some wrong ways of thinking and acting that must be corrected, such
as: placing emphasis upon the economy but giving light attention to national
defense or vice versa, which result in the two strategic tasks, in the econonmy
and national defense being separated from and viewed as the opposite of each
other; underestimating the schemes and tricks of the enemy, which easily gives
rise to lax vigilance, light attention to national defense and the failure to
fully see our responsibilities regarding the difficult, bitter fight being
waged by our soldiers and fellow countrymen on the northern border as well as
on the battlefields of friendly countries; considering national defense to be
purely military work, to be the particular responsibility of military
organizations and the armed forces...

We must build standing armed forces that are strong enough, both in terms of
their quality and size, to meet the requirements of combat, combat readiness,
production and economic construction in conjunction with building powerful
reserve forces that are well organized, well trained, well managed and ready
to be quickly mobilized. At present, our armed forces must, together with all
the people, defeat the war of encroachment and occupation along the border and
the wide-ranging war of sabotage being waged by the enemy and successfully
fulfill their international duty in Laos and Cambodia. At the same time, we
must be ready to promptly expand these forces to deal with a large-scale war
of aggression and be able to take the initiative in each situation.

We must build up and firmly strengthen the national defense lines, beginning
with the frontlines on the key fronts. It must be understood that within the
context of the enemy waging a war of encroachment and occupation along the
border and a wide-ranging war of sabotage while being anxious to commit large-
scale aggression against our country, this is the prerequisite that must exist
in order to provide the security needed for the entire country to focus its
efforts on our foremost task of building socialism. Security and national
defense must be closely combined. The more firmly the borders are defended,
the better political security is maintained for the country and the more
stable social order and safety are, the greater our people's peace of mind
Wwill be and the more enthusiastically and competently they will accelerate
production, accelerate socialist construction.

We must mobilize and organize all the people and make use of the time that we
have to intensify socialist construction and make the country strong in every
respect and situation, beginning by bringing about a strong change in the
economy in accordance with the line and targets set by the party. This is the
base, the foundation of the strength of the national defense system.

On this basis, we must closely combine the economy with national defense,
national defense with the economy in the process of building the country.
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The purposes of combining the economy with national defense are to achieve a
new economic and national defense strategic deployment throughout the country
and within each locality; building increasingly large potentials for the
defense of the nation in all fields: political-moral, economic, cultural,
social, scientific-technical and military; and adopting plans that prepare us
for quickly mobilizing our potentials in every field so that we can meet the
needs of a large-scale war to defend the fatherland when one breaks out and
continue to build the economy in war time.

In the present situation and tasks of the revolution, the economy must give
attention to promptly and fully meeting the combat and buildup needs of the
armed forces and the people on the frontline and the forces performing their
international duty in Laos and Cambodia and actively contribute to gradually
building the national defense industry.

From the standpoint of combining national defense with the economy, attention
must be given to the following several matters of major importance:

The armed forces must successfully perform their foremost political task of
fighting and maintaining their readiness to fight, along with all the people,
to defeat each scheme of sabotage and aggression of the enemy, firmly defend
the fatherland and provide the security needed for the country to accelerate
socialist construction. Frugality must be emphasized in every national
defense activity, every national defense expenditure. We must concern
ourselves with building increasingly powerful reserve forces of the people's
army with the aim of establishing balance between standing forces and reserve
forces and establish solid conditions that enable us to adjust the troop
strength of standing forces to suit each specific strategic situation.

We must organize the participation by the army in economic construction in
suitable ways that yield high productivity, quality and efficiency with the
aim of helping to build the material-technical bases of socialism, build the
socialist economy. Participating in economic.construction and productive
‘labor are a long-range strategic task that is part of the character and
function of the people's army. This task assumes even greater importance in
view of the fact that our country must maintain standing forces of sufficient
strength to enable us to take the initiative in dealing with every situation
and the fact that our economy still faces many difficulties. The army must
help to build a rear area that is solid and strong in every respect and take
positive steps to help bring about changes in political, economic, cultural
and social 1life and the maintenance of security, especially in the mountainous
forests and new economic zones that are of important significance from a
national defense standpoint. '

4, The viewpoint concerning displaying a high degree of self-reliance in
conjunction with making effective use of international assistance and
cooperation.

Above everything else, our people must display a high sense of self-reliance.
This is an essential requirement that faces each independent and socialist
country. Because, the national defense system of a nation is only considered
to truly be solid and strong when it is firmly based on the comprehensive
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strength, the economic strength of that country. Our country occupies a very
important strategic position in Southeast Asia, plays a major political role
in international life, has a relatively large population and possesses strong
armed forces. 1In addition, our country lies adjacent to the Chinese
expansionist and hegemonist powers. Our people also have an international
obligation within the strategic and tactical alliance of the three countries
of Indochina and in their task of defending and developing the role of the
outpost of the socialist community in Southeast Asia. All of these situations
demand that we display even greater self-reliance in building and
strengthening the national defense system.

Of utmost importance in thoroughly practicing self-reliance is the need for
our people to display a high spirit of independence. We must rely firmly upon
the lines and viewpoints of our party, upon the experiences in the nature of
military laws of our nation as well as upon the specific conditions of our
country, history, people, enemy and so forth in order to correctly resolve our
questions concerning military theory and practice. One of the major lessons
learned by our party and people during the 20 years of the resistance against
the United States is the need to firmly maintain our independence. "We were
victorious mainly because our party maintained its independence when it came
to setting the line on the revolution and the line on the people's war and
gradually learned the laws of revolutionary war in order to creatively guide
the resistance for national salvation."(12) Of course, when resolving current
military questions, we must attach importance to studying the wealth of
advanced experiences of the Soviet Union, particularly with regard to
standardization and the art of fighting in modern warfare. We must also give
attention to selectively incorporating the experiences of the other fraternal
socialist countries and the world. However, as we study these matters,
attention must be given to grasping the essence of the matter at hand and we
must know how to apply what we learn to the specific conditions of our country
and successfully resolve military questions in exact accordance with the
military line and viewpoints of the party. We do not endorse the practice of
studying and applying something precisely as it is applied elsewhere nor do we
endorse conservatism or empiricism.

Displaying a high degree of self-reliance means that we must continue to make
every effort to build our country's national defense industry so that we can
gradually begin producing and supplying the equipment and weapons necessary
for the armed forces. This is a new and very high requirement that faces our
national defense system in the era of independence and socialism. And, the
gains that we make in socialist industrialization will provide us with the
conditions needed to gradually perform this task. This will clearly be a very
difficult and costly task. However, it is a matter that relates to the
independence of our country, to the survival of our nation and the other
countries on the Indochina peninsula, to the strength and stability of the
world socialist system in Southeast Asia and Asia-the Pacific. Therefore, our
people absolutely must overcome the difficulties they face in order to meet
this requirement. Only in this way can we seize the strategic initiative in
each situation. We have only begun to place behind us the "situation" of
having to rely upon assistance from friendly countries for everything from
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maintenance and repair work to spare parts for weapons and equipment. We must
gradually reduce the costs and difficulties borne by friendly countries as a
result of having to transport goods long distances to help us.

Building a modern national defense industry that is structured in a rational
way and well suited to the need to defend the fatherland of a country with the
stature of our country is both a pressing and long-range task that must be
performed gradually in the process of industrializing the country. On the one
hand, we must firmly rely upon the development of our country's modern
industry and economy; on the other hand, we must rely upon the assistance and
cooperation of the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries in
order to continue to improve and strengthen the necessary modern material-
technical bases with the aim of increasing the production capacity of our
national defense industry. While taking positive steps to build our national
defense industry on our own, we must still rely primarily upon the assistance
of the Soviet Union so that we can continue to constantly raise the level of
modernization of our army and national defense system and upon international
cooperation with other countries.

5. The viewpoint that the three countries of Indochina are a single
battlefield.

The experience of our people in the long revolutionary struggle and
revolutionary war shows that all invaders of the countries of Indochina, from
the French, the Japanese and the Americans to the Chinese expansionists, have
considered Indochina to be a single battlefield and used the territory of one
country as a springboard from which to annex another country. As for
themselves, to defeat invaders, the three countries of Indochina have had to
closely unite and align with one another in the fight against the common enemy
in order to win victory. No country could have won nor can any country
maintain its independence on its own. Consequently, Indochina is a single

pattlefield and the close alliance in combat among the three countries of.

Indochina has become the law by which each country and all three countries win
victory.

Today, all three countries have won their independence and all three are
advancing to socialism. The three stable, strong and closely aligned
countries of Indochina have become the outpost of the world socialist system
in Southeast Asia, become an important factory guaranteeing national
independence, peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The three countries also
face a new, common enemy and must contend together with the schemes of
sabotage, aggression and annexation of the Chinese expansionists and
hegemonists acting in collaboration with the U.S. imperialists and lackey
reactionary powers. As a result, solidifying and developing the special
fighting alliance that exists among the three countries of Indochina is a
matter of even greater importance and urgency in firmly defending independence
and freedom and successfully building socialism within each country and all
three countries.

Today, the character of this alliance is new: it is a socialist alliance, a

strategic and tactical alliance within a battlefield deployment that stretches
from one end of Indochina to the other, within an Indochina that is a single
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battlefield. We have achieved unity and full-scale cooperation in the fields
of politics, the economy, military affairs, science and culture on the basis
of total equality and mutual assistance and in the spirit of comradeship among
sovereign countries. In this spirit and in order to defeat the schemes of
sabotage and annexation of the enemy, every matter relating to military
strategy, from the battlefield deployment, the buildup of forces, the building
of the rear area...of each country and all three countries must be examined
and carried out in accordance with the view that Indochina is a single
battlefield.

To reflect a thorough understanding of and creatively apply the above
mentioned views that guide us, our national defense system of all the people
must direct its efforts toward preparing, in the best possible manner, the
conditions needed to win victory in people's wars to defend the socialist
fatherland that our people will have to fight when the enemy recklessly
launches a large or relatively large-scale war of aggression against our
country and the other countries of Indochina. Our war to defend the socialist
fatherland today is a just, revolutionary war of self-defense, a full-scale,
modern war fought by all the people in alliance with other forces, a war in
which we build the greatest possible combined strength in order to win victory
over the enemy. It is a war in which we hit the enemy hard at the very outset
and on the frontline and then fight on a long-range basis at every place to
which enemy forces move. It is a war in which all the people fight the enemy,
a war of which the people's armed forces are the nucleus. It is a war in
which we combine the local people's war and the war fought by the main force
military corps, combine all arms of the military. It is a war in which we
creatively implement the strategy of seizing control and taking the offensive,
taking the offensive and seizing control. It is a war in which we combine the
local people's war and the war fought by the main force military corps,
combine many forms and scales of warfare, creatively apply the many diverse
and flexible fighting methods of the people's war to defend the fatherland...
It is a war of resistance in which we accelerate production and continue to
build socialism in a way suited to war time.

With a thorough understanding of the above mentioned views that guide us and
with the aim of supporting, in the best possible manner, the political task,
the military task and the economic task set by the 5th Party Congress, the
work of strengthening the national defense system in the years ahead must be
directed toward achieving a number of specific requirements based on its long-
range objectives and guidelines, such as the following:

1. We must mobilize the combined strength of the entire party, all the people
and the entire armed forces and be determined to defeat the enemy's war of
encroachment and occupation along the border and their wide-ranging war of
sabotage. At the same time, every effort must be made to virtually complete
the work of preparing ourselves to fight, preparing ourselves to defeat a war
of aggression of any scale that the Chinese expansionists might launch in
collaboration with the U.S. imperialists. We must firmly defend the borders
and territory, the offshore waters and air space of the fatherland. We must
protect our people as they labor to build socialism and must win even larger
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victories in the cause of defending the fatherland, thereby insuring that the
building of the country is accelerated under circumstances that are
increasingly stable.

2. We must continuously improve the country's defenses, beginning by making
the defenses on the frontlines increasingly reliable.

We must continue to establish a new deployment of the national defense system
and the economy within each locality and throughout the country in accordance
with the coordinated economic and national defense strategy of the party and
state for the period between now and the end of this century.

We must successfully complete the plans for infrastructure projects (roads,
air fields, seaports, storehouses...) to support the combat operations on the
people's army on the pre-determined key fronts.

3. We must continue to accelerate the buildup of the people's armed forces,
including main force troops, border defense troops, local forces and militia
and self-defense forces, in a manner that is well balanced. We must be a
regular, modern people's army that is of high quality complete and well
coordinated. We must build strong and widespread militia and self-defense
forces and insure that they are politically reliable. We must strongly
develop our reserve forces and take positive steps to establish a rational
balance between standing forces and reserve forces.

4, By relying firmly upon the gains made in socialist construction and in the
work of closely combining the economy with national defense, we must increase
the political-moral, economic, scientific, military and other potentials of
the national defense system accordingly; at the same time, we must virtually
complete the plans for mobilizing the country and preparing ourselves to deal
with a large-scale war of aggression launched by the enemy.

We must mobilize the strengths of the economy and actively begin the work of
building our country's national defense industry in accordance with the plan
that has been adopted.

5. We must strengthen the strategic and tactical alliance among Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia and make this special alliance among our three countries
increasingly solid. We must actively assist and coordinate in combat with
these friendly countries to defeat each scheme of sabotage and aggression of
the enemy, thereby helping to firmly defend the independence, sovereignty and
revolutionary gains of these two fraternal countries. We must continue to
move the revolutions of all three countries forward together under
circumstances that are increasingly stable and must firmly safeguard peace.
We must contribute to the eventual establishment of neighborly relations, of
cooperative relations with the ASEAN countries and thereby turn Southeast Asia
into a region of peace, friendship and stability.

6. We must strengthen our unity and comprehensive cooperation with the Soviet
Union. On the basis of displaying a high degree of self-reliance, we must
make the most effective use possible of the assistance and cooperation of the
Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist countries in building the
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country, strengthening the national defense system and building the national
defense industry. We must create permanent conditions for the modernization
of the army, for the development of strategic reserves of weapons, equipment
and technology for our country, thereby helping to increase the strength of
the three countries of Indochina, of the world socialist system in Southeast
Asia,

10.

11,

12.
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