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PHILIPPINES

ILLEGAL SALE OF TRAVEL DOCUMENTS TO PRC NATIONALS PROBED

HK211045 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 19 Jul 86 p 10
[By Rey Arquizal

[Text] Officials and employees posted at the Philippine embassy in Beijing
and four consulates in the United States face investigation in connection with
the illegal sale of travel documents to Chinese nationals.

Foreign Affairs Deputy Minister Jose D. Ingles yesterday ordered an
investigation into the irregularity allegedly involving foreign minister
personnel at the Philippine embassy in Beijing and consulates in San
Francisco, San Diego, Los Angeles and Arizonma.

The sale of travel documents to Chinese nationals at the Philippine embassy in
Beljing was confirmed the other day by top officials of the Commission on
Immigration and Deportation. The CID also discovered the proliferation of
fake entry visas issued from China.

The sale of travel documents to Chinese nationals in the U.S. is allegedly run /
by a syndicate involving Philippine consulate officials and employees. The '
syndicate has reportedly been selling travel documents for a fat fee of $5,000 /
for each Chinese national. //

The Philippines restficts the entry of Chinese nationals because they easily
assume the status of permanent residents by taking the identity of a decreased //
Filipino of Chinese descent. .

/

/

The Chinese nationals reportedly fly all the way to the U.S. just to secure
entry visas to Manila.
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- PHILIPPINES

OPLE URGES AQUINO TO CANCEL U.S. TRIP OVER BASES ISSUE
HK210648 Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Jul 86 pp 1, 2

[Text] Former Labor Minister Blas F. Ople yesterday urged President Aquino to
cancel her scheduled trip to the United States because of a decision in a
Constitutional Commission [Con-Com] Committee to terminate the U.S. bases
agreement in 1991.

I'm afraid the President's options have been overtaken," Ople told the weekly
public forum of the Manila Overseas Press Club [MOPC] .

The Con—Com Committee on National Territofy and declaration of Principles
voted 7-2 against the retention of the U.S. bases.

In another forum, at the Intercontinental Hotel, former Lanao del Sur Gov. Ali
Dimaporo said he and his followers in Mindanao will campaign for rejection of
the new Constitution if it does not carry a provision for bases retention.

Ople, Political Affairs Minister Antonio Cuenco, and former Information
Minister Francisco Tatad discussed problems facing the Aquino administration
in the MOPC~hosted "No Holds Barred" forum.

Ople said much of the instability in the new regime is caused by the existence
of an autonomous government within the government." [no opening quotes as
published] He said one symptom of government instability was shown in the
Manila Hotel takeover last week by elements loyal to deposed President Marcos.

"There is reason for much concern when major troop movements can happen
without the President's knowledge, and the defense minister not taking any
counter measure,” Ople said.

Asked on his assessment of the new govermment's performance, Ople replied that
"from the opposition point of view, I cannot complain,” drawing laughter from
the audience.

Ople, who leads the opposition in the Con-Com, tried to avoid making any
comment on how Labor Minister Augusto Sanchez was faring. He said, however,
that "government labor policies can stand improvement."” He maintained that
the PCGG [Presidential Commission on Good Government] has been transgressing




on the Bill of Rights, which, he said, should be checked by transferring
sequestration powers to the courts.

Ople noted that another cause of govermment instability, apart from the
replacement of local officials with misfits, is the "casual appointment of
justices and judges who can be replaced anytime. [no closing quotes as
published]

Tatad indicated that much of the problems causing the government is the
placing of men in the Cabinet "who are not heavyweights.”

He reported on the outcome of a conference of top business executives who, he
said, were one in saying that the PCGG moves have jeopardized the country's
business climate.

Cuenco admitted that some OIC [Officer in Charge] appointments in local
governments were wrong, but added that Minister Pimentel "has been striving to
correct them." He disagreed with Ople and Tatad on government stability,
saying that "the country is now moving towards economic recovery.”

Like Ople, Dimaporo insisted on submitting President Aquino to new elections.”
[no opening quotes as published]

"We will campaign for the new charter's disapproval ‘if it carries provisions
objectionable to the people, like allowing President Aquino to enjoy a six-
year term during the transition,” Dimaporo said. "Election is the only
solution to the political and economic problems facing the nation,” he added.

/12913
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PHILIPPINES

REPORTAGE ‘ON PDP-LABAN ANNUAL CONVENTION
Requests Legalization of Communists
HK021551 Manila THE MANILA EVENING POST in English 1 Jul 86 pp 1,3

[Text] The political party which converted President Corazon Aquino from a
plain homebody to a prominent political figure has officially adopted a
resolution urging the new government to open its door to communism.

In its annual convention held over the weekend at the Ateneo de Davao in Davao
City, the Partido Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-LABAN) voted 60-40
in favor of a bid to legalize the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP).

The resolution, which will be sent to the Constitutional Commission (Con-Com)
this week, has made it a condition to the outlawed CPP to renounce its policy
of armed struggle and respect the law of the land under a pluralist system.

Despite the condition, many PDP-LABAN delegates from Metro Manila headed by
Metro Manila Gov Joey Lina, Jr. had urged firmly against the CPP support bid,
but lost during the voting.

The Metro Manila delegates claimed the PDP~LABAN convention had been
infiltrated by hardcore leftists responsible for the passing of the CPP
legalization bid and several other anti-imperialist resolutions.

Observers in the convention told THE MANILA EVENING POST this morning that the
controversial resolution might affect the loan negotiations between the
Philippines and some anti-communist countries like the United States. They
said the PDP-LABAN resolution expressing support to legalize the CPP would
inject considerable influence to the Con-Com members drafting the new Charter.
"Many Con-Com members, in fact, belong to the PDP-LABAN," the observers said.

Aside from the CPP legalization bid, the party in power also officially
adopted other resolutions protesting U.S. influence in the country. The
resolutions include a call for a selective and controlled import policy of the
new government against the U.S.-suggested import 1iberalization policy and a
support for the ceasefire call of President Aquino.




Meanwhile, the Kilusang ng mga Demokratikong Pilipino (KDP) [Philippine
Democrats Movement] has sought the ouster of former Labor Minister Blas F.
Ople from the Con*Com.

Roberto G. Brillante, KDP secretary general, said Ople is retarding the
progress of the Con-Com and sabotaging the time frame set by President Aquino
to draft the Constitution, by digging into matters not only irrelevant but
also beyond the scope of Charter-making.

Resolution No. 129 filed by opposition Con-Com members Ople, Rustico de los
Reyes, Regalado Maambong, and Teodulo Natividad, proposing the termination of
the Presidential Commission on Good Government's (PCGG) sequestration powers
upon the ratification of the ‘Constitution, is merely one medium which delays
the making of the Constitution, Brillante said. :

"It is the legislative body, not the Con-Com, that should deliberate and
decide whether or not to clip the powers of PCGG, or of the legality and
consequences of sequestration,"” Brillante said. :

Launches Recruitment Programf
HK020149 Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPENSES in English 1 Jul 86 P 6
[By F V. Maragay] ‘

[Text] The PDP-LABAN" [Pilipino Democratic Party-Lqakas ng Bayan] has lifted
its self-imposed freeze on the recruitment of party members as it launched an
ambitious expansion program aimed at organizing more local chapters all over
the country.

The PDP—LABAN headquarters ‘sources said the party approved a new curriculum
for training new members during its national convention held on 28-29 June in
Davao City. The approval of the curriculum will pave the way for the
resumption of seminars which prospective members have to undergo before being
drafted into the party. The membership expansion campaigning is seen as part
of the effort to prepare the party for the local elections which may be held .
in March thils year. : .

A top UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organizatlon] official said the
PDP-LABAN is only formalizing the acceptance. of politicians who have been
silently working for the party, many of whom have been designated to various
local government posts by Local Government Minister Aquilino Pimentel Jr., who
is acknowledged as the foremost PDP-LABAN 1eader.

The sources said that during its convention, the party arrived at a decision .
to oppose the holding of a local election this year because this would be
premature and inadvisable.

The consensus of party leaders was that the ‘system and structure of the
government should first be determined under the new Constitution before any
election can be held. If the election is held this year, the sources
explained, the elected local officials run the risk of having an uncertain




term because the structure of the local government units may be modified by
the new Constitution. In fact, they said, the Constitutional Commission is
1ook1ng into the possibility of adopting a federal system of govermment which
may give birth to autonomous regional government units but may lead to the
phaseout of the provinces.

The sources said the PDP-LABAN members ratified during their convention the
stand of the party's national council opposing the merger with the UNIDO and
other pro-administration political parties.

The PDP-LABAN has fundamental ideological differences with the UNIDO making
any fusion between the two impossible, the sources said. Besides, they added,
the PDP-LABAN is for the preservation of the multi-party system wherein each
party will have its own identity and platform of govermment. This will
prevent the repetition of the errors in the past Marcos regime wherein the
emergence of the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan as an umbrella political organization
caused the demise or emasculation of parties affiliated to it, the sources
said.

During the conventlon' the PDP-LABAN National Youth Organization [NYO] passed
a resolution calling for the adoption of a non-aligned foreign to [as
published] shield the country from being drawn into superpower rivalry.

Corollary to this, the party's youth arm sought the dismantling of American
military bases in the country and the declaration of the country as a nuclear-
free zone.

The NYO of the PDP-LABAN also urged the incorporation of the following -
provisions in the new Constitution: adoption of a federal system of
government, compulsory free education for all citizens, promotion of
stewardship and profit-sharing in economic enterprises, strengthening of
cooperative movement, spreading of domestic credit resources and adoption of a
Filipino-first policy and nationalist industrialization.
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PHILIPPINES

GdVEgNMENT REORGANIZATION SAID TO RAISE UNEMPLOYMENT
HK210800 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 19 Jul 86 pp 1, 6
[By Ray S. Enano]

[Text] The planned reorganization of government could result in the layoff of
497,000 employees, which, along with new entrants to the labor force, would
swell the ranks of the unemployed by 1.58 million, government sources have
disclosed.

Those facing layoff are 10,000 employees at the Philippine National Bank [PNB]
and the Development Bank of the Philippines [DBP]; 70,000 in other state—owned
corporations, and 417 employees in the bureaucracy considered 'unnecessary.

The Presidential Commission on Government Reorganization headed by Minister
Luis Villafuerte will submit its reorganization plan to the Cabinet next
Wednesday. It is expected to recommend, among others, the streamlining of the
bureaucracy. '

Reduced government participation in thé DBP and the PNB would cause a
workforce reduction of two-thirds of their combined employment of 15,000.

The sources saild that with the govermment plan to merge, rehabilitate or sell
34 corporations and close down 129 of the 248 government-owned corporations
under a general reorganization plan, some 70,000 more employees would lose
their present jobs.

The unemployment resulting from the reorganization would compound government
problems. But the present overstaffed public service at national and local
levels is also an added financial burden to a govermment already strapped for
finances. Thus, about 417,000 government employees considered "unnecessary"”
will have to go.

Official figures provided by CHRONICLE sources show that current unemployment
stands at 4 million while new entrants into the labor force are estimated at
1.09 million. This would mean that, together with those in govermment who
could be fired, the unemployed could increase by 1.58 million.

The Government expects that only a million new jobs will be created in the
next 18 months. The Government appears bent on carrying out a "growth-
oriented” economic program anchored on a deficit spending of P27 billion this
year.




The revised 1986 budget, now being discussed with a staff mission of the .
International Monetary Fund (IMF), has programmed an expenditure reallocation'
of P8.7 billion to prime the economy. The Government wants to allocate the
bulk of this adjusted spending to the rural sector where many are unemployed.

Economic Planning Minister Solita Monsod said the economy had to achieve

growth to create employment and revive the economy. Imports have to grow to
bring in the desired level of raw materials required by local factories and
exporters, she said. . :

Finance Minister Jaime Ongpin, on the other hand has said 1ncreased levels of
public expenditures from P22 billion in 1985 to P36 billion in 1986 would

"stimulate demand through Job—creation schemes focused on the agricultural
sector and the rural areas.” He said that by channeling more income to the
countryside would increase consumer purchasing power and create the "demand
pull” needed to spur production. [sentence as published]

Increased production would in turn, “start the chain reaction that will 1ead
to sustained economic growth and recovery for the balance of this year and
beyond." .
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PHILIPPINES

REPORTAGE ON ACTIVITIES OF GOOD GOVERNMENT COMMISSION

'Political Pressure' Threatens Efforts
HK190903 Manila THE NEWS HERALD in English 18 Jul 86 pp 1, 2
[By Vic Sollorano]

[Excerpt] Political pressure is threatening to derail the government's
efforts to recover the wealth stolen from the Filipino people by deposed
President Marcos and his cronies.

This was discovered yesterday by ex-Senator Jovito R. Salonga, chairman of the
Presidential Commission on Good Government (PCGG) which is trying to recover
the Marcos loot. He made the disclosure before the Constitutional
Commission's Committee on transitory provisions and amendments.

Salonga said some of Marcos' closet cronies are on the "point of unloading”
their hidden wealth in favor of the Aquino govermnment. Continuous adverse
publicity against PCGG, that it deprives suspect holders of ill-gotten wealth
of due process, can wreck the whole negotiations, Salonga warned. He said
that clipping the powers of the commission to go after the ill-gotten wealth
may set off a world-wide trend, and the Philippines can lose the cooperation
of foreign governments.

The Philippines, through the PCGG, is presently negotiating with Australian,
U.S., British, Panamanian, Swiss, Benelux states, and other foreign
governments for the return of assets invested by Marcos, his relatives and
dummies.

In this regard, Salonga posed the question: "Why should these foreign
governments continue to assist us recover the hidden wealth, when there is a
weakening on ocur part t6 do so?”

He also told niembers of the committee, before which are three resolutions
seeking to clip PCGG powers to refrain from “committing the greatest mistake,
the greatest crimé against outr people, by upholding the ¢ause of those who
remain loyal” to the fallen dictator. "What is at stake here is not merely
the properties of the cromies, but the right of the Filipino people to regain
the wealth of the nation salted abroad by the Marcoses,” he said.




Several big cronies of Marcos had already sent feelers to the commission that
they are willing to surrender ill-gotten wealth in exchange for amnesty, he
said. Among them are Rolando Gapud, Roberto Benedicto, and "an old Cabinet
member of the defunct Batasang Pambansa.” Salonga added that this ailing
politician decided to tell the truth because of his bothered conscience. He
explained that Marcos and his wife, Imelda started plundering the national
coffers shortly after he came 1nto power in the late 1960s, based on evidence
gathered by PCGG.

In 1970, Marcos began salting dollars, gold and silver in Swiss banks. He
used the name William Somners for thé Swiss bank accounts, while Imelda went
by the name of Jane Ryan for the same purpose, Salonga said. The recourse, a
martial law declaration was in order for marcos and his wife to continue their
plunder of the national coffers, he added.

Salonga said he can resign anytime he wants to as PCGG chairman but stressed’
that unwarranted pressure from politicians and private individuals whose
vested interests have been hurt by the sequestration powers of the commission
would derail efforts to recover the people's stolen wealth.

Chairman Salonga appealed yesterday to the Constitutional Commission [Con—com]
to scrap in the Bill of Rights provisions that would clip PCGG powers to
sequester or seize ill-gotten wealth acquired during the past regime.

"The Con—Com should be careful in its desire to restore due process because it
may be committing a bigger crime against the Filipino people who own the
sequestered property and monies,” Salonga told the committee on transitory
provisions and amendments headed by member Jose Suarez.

Salonga said that if the PCGG would be required to go to the court to petition
for sequestration of ill-gotten wealth, and would, in the process, have to
follow the usual procedure of presenting evidence and cause, persons whose
properties are intended to be sequestered would have sufficient time to
transfer these properties and bank accounts. This, he said, would affect the
pledge made by the administration to recover quickly all ill-gotten wealth
acquired by President Marcos, his wife and relatives and his cronies.

Members Joaquin Bernas, S.J. Felicitas Aquino, Blas F. Ople, Rustico de los
Reyes, Regalado Maambong and Teodulo Natividad had proposed to restore to the
courts the right to sequester properties after ratification of the new
constitution..

Sequestered Firms Billed for Expenses
HK210639 Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Jul 86 PP 1, 7
[By Rodolfo V. Brul]
[Text] The Presidential Commission on Good Government [PCGG] is "billing"
three sequestered firms allegedly owned by Marcos cronies some P300,000

monthly for expenses incurred by its five-man task force. This surfaced in a
28 May letter from PCGG Commissioner Ramon Diaz asking the president, chief

10




operating officer or managing agents of the Floirendo group of companies, the
Cojuangco group of companies, and the Coco 0il Mills group to disburse from,
their funds monthly expenses incurred by a task force headed by lawyer ‘
Dionisio dela Serna. ' ’ ‘ ‘

Dela Serna heads a five-man task fofte:assignéd in the Mindanao area where
most of the Cojuangco and the Floirendo firms are situated. The other members
include lawyer Dario Rama, Luis Lorenzo Jr., Paul Dominguez, and Luis
Bongyyan. o '

A PCGG list indiéating Antonio Floirendo, a close Marcos business associate,
as suspected beneficial owner shows that his sequestered firms total 37 while
those of Eduardo Cojuangco Jr., 16. o . ’ o '

"The commission has authorized our task force headed by Atty Dionisio dela

Serna to draw monthly expenses from your respective companies,” Diaz said in.
the letter. He specified the approved monthly expenses as: Floirendo group .
of companies, P110,500; Cojuangco group of companies, P112,500; and the Coco
0il Mills group, P116,000. = e

The letter specified that the amounts should be made monthly "from your
respective resources.” o

Apparently acting on Diaz' letter, Dela Serna wrote on 26 June to J.B. Benico,
manager—in-charge, and Edcel Soriano, corporate secretary of the Coconut 0il
Mills, advising both that "in consonance with the approved budgetary '
allocations, the total payroll of our members and personnel spread out
nationwide for the month of April is P130,000, and for the month of May
P160,000." S ' ’

Dela Serna said "the task force will draw expenses from the resources of the
34 sequestered firms (now 51, but nine are inactive.)" "“These payroll
requirements are to be divided as proportionately as possible to all the firms
involved," he said. The share of the Coconut 0il Mills group, he said, is

placed at P43,333.33 for April, and P53,333.33 for May.

Dela Serna ended his letter'saying: "We hope that your remittance of the
above amounts will be forthcoming soon. "

The PCGG has been alloted a tdtal of PSO ﬁillion budget'undef Section 5 of
President Aquino's Executive Order No. 1 which created the (former Sen.
Jovito) Salonga Commission. :

Benico and Soriano could not immediately be reached for comments.

Commissioner Diaz could not be reached for comment eithet. Reporters could
not pass through the commission's cordon sanitaire.
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KBL LEADERS CRITICIZE PIMENTEL, OIC'S
HK150601 Manila MANILA BULLETIN In English 14 Jul 86 pp 1, 12
[By E.T., Suarez]

[Téxt] Local Government Minister Aquilino Q. Pimentel Jr. was chided
yesterday for making an "early excuse” in case the new constitution is not
ratified by the people. '

Reacting to the charge of Pimentel that Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL)
officials who were replaced by officers—in-charge are campaigning for the non-
ratification of the proposed constitution, KBL provincial and city leaders
said "Pimentel anticipates this early that the new charter will not be
ratified because it does not represent the true will and sentiment of the
people.”

The KBL leaders——former Zambales Gov. Vicente Magsaysay, Negros Or. Gov.
Lorenzo Teves, Cabanatuan Mayor Honorato Perez, MP Abdullah Dimaporo, Con—Com
[Constitutional Commission] Delegate and Assemblyman Pedro Exmundo, MP Rogelio
Quiambao, Barangay Leader Nora Petines, KBL Deputy Chief Legal Counsel
Tranquilino 0. Calo, Misamis Or. Vice Gov. Rufus V. Rodriguez and Felizardo N.
Torralba--said Pimentel cannot expect the people to ratify the new
constitution because it is being formulated by elitist appointees mostly
representing only Metro Manila.

"The mere appointment of Con-Com members prevented the people from directly
sharing responsibility in the framing of the new charter, and was done in
stark violation of Mrs. Aquino's campaign pledge to govern by consultation and
not by dictation,” they said. ' .o

They warned that if the Con~Com will be used to legitimize or prolong the
tenure of those who were installed to leadership in a revolutionary
government, the more people will be disenchanted with the Aquino regime.

Meanwhile, a survey conducted by the Ministry of Local Government (MLG)
allegedly showed that provincial and city 0IC's, are in favor of holding the
local elections early next year.

MLG reforted that of the 66 provincial and city 0IC's, 64 wanted the elections
to be held next year. o :
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“No fewer than 41 OIC's preferred the polls to be conducted early next year
while five wanted it m1d-1987 and next year, MLG said. "Only eight Opted for

late 1987."

Only one provincial OIC allegedly favored the holding of elections this
November, MLG said. _ o .
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PIMENTEL DEFENDS USE OF PROBLEMS BESETTING 0IC'S
HK200350 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 18 Jul 86 p 5
[By Correspondent E.T. Suarez]

[Text] Local Govermments Minister Aquino Q. Pimentel Jr. denied reports that
he has been building up a strong political base to bolster his presidential
ambition through the appointment of provincial, city and municipal officers—
in-charge (0IC's) belonging to his party.

Answering a question at the weekly breakfast forum of the Public Relations
Society of the Philippines (PRSP), Pimentel said whether or not he is going to
run for President will depend on his party, the PDP [Pilipino Democratic
Party]-LABAN, which will hold a convention to pick its presidential and vice
presidential candidates when the proper time comes.

Pimentel said PDP-LABAN decides political matters in a democratic manner. He
said whatever is the will of the majority guides the party decision. He
denied categorically that most of the appointed OIC's belong to the PDP-
LABAN. He said only a small percentage of the country's provincial, city and
municipal OIC's belongs to PDP-LABAN.

"Other OIC's belong to UNIDO, Liberal Party, Nacionalista Party, and other
opposition parties that helped topple the Marcos dictatorship,” Pimentel said.

The minister said 0IC's replaced the KBL mayors not just for the purpose of
beefing up one's political stock but to fill up a gap in the govermment and to
carry out the policies of the Aquino government on the grassroots level.

Pimentel stressed that the OIC's are beset with problems, such as lack of
money and lack of time to prove their mettle in public service. He said with
barely five months before the expected elections for local officials in March
next year, OIC's are in a difficult time since they have no money to initiate
projects. "This is the reason why I will request President Aquino to let the
0IC's stay put instead of making them resign 90 days prior to the holding of
local elections early next year," Pimentel said. He said since the OIC's are
likely to be opposed by those they had replaced, the newly installed officials
vying to run for public office must be given a fighting chance in the
elections.
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Asked when KBL Vice Mayor Steve Sarino of Quezon City will be replaced by an
0IC, Pimentel said the new appointee will be announced anytime now. He said
there are many aspirants for the position whose qualifications and integrity
are now being studied. "Once we are through studying the qualifications of

the aspirants, we will announce the new vice mayor of Quezon City," Pimentel
said. . ‘
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MALAYA EDITORIAL SAYS PIMENTEL 'VINDICATED' ON 0IC'S
HK200009 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 13 Jul 86 p 4
[Editorial: "Pimentel's Point"] |

[Text] This observation may come a little bit late, but we believe it's still
worth pondering. Some observers of the political scene point out the fact
that, despite all the flak received by Local Governments Minister Aquilino
Pimentel, his singular campaign to "dismantle the Marcos machinery at the
local levels" had its merits, after all.

Have we stopped to think what would have happened if the controversial
minister--backed up by President Aquino herself--had backed down in his bid to
drive away from their posts the incumbent local officials, most of whom were
die-hard Marcos partisans who benefited immensely from the deposed ruler's
political largess?

What would have happened if, while the Tolentino Comic Opera was unfolding
last Sunday, pro-Marcos local officials sent truckloads of "bought" civilians
in true "hakot [herding]” fashion to serve as the buffer for the few hundred
troopers surrounding the Manila Hotel? Would it have precipitated the same
crisis that brought the Marcos government to its knees last February? Given
the immense funding of the loyalist group, it would have been easy to ferry
thousands of civilians to the hotel and feed them for several days. Now, that
would have given Mrs. Aquino a headache.

Would the die-hard Marcos men in the local governments, especially in Metro
Manila, not have supported that coup attempt?

Indeed, one finds it hard to imagine what sort of confusion could have been
triggered by these ex-local officials if they were still occupying the posts
to which their terms expired last 3 March. »

It is only now, after seeing how so much tolerance of men like Tolentino,
Recto, et al could be dangerous too, that it is easier to appreciate the
candor of Minister Pimentel when he admitted that the appointment of QOIC's
[officer-in-charge] was meant to destroy the Marcos machine and build a strong
political base for President Aquino's government. We, of course, do not
condone here the mess that arose out of such OIC business in some areas, but
on the whole, Pimentel has been vindicated by the situation.
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EDITORIAL LAUDS LIFTING OF MARCOS DECREE
HK210616 Manila THE NEWS HERALD in English 19 Jul 86 p 4
[Editorial: “Aquino Stresses Free Expreséion"]

[Text] The Aquino administration, which prides itself on having restored
democracy in the country, has repealed Presidential Decree 33 [PD 33] which it
sald was "a repressive instrument against freedom of expression.”

Tt said the decree issued "purportedly to curb the alleged campaign of
vilification against the political institutions of our country, was in fact a
measure that abridged the freedom of expression of our people.”

President Aquino has not a few times iterated her belief in freedom of
expression in word and in deed. She has allowed media to return to their
freewheeling days asking only that the purveyors of news and opinion be fair
and responsible. There has been plenty of cutting criticism against her
administration, even of her kind of leadership and particular official acts,
but she has never resorted to curtailing free expression in media.

Freedom of expression is one of the pillars of democracy, necessary for its
1ife and strength. Mrs Aquino knows that declaring a nation a democracy does
not make it one if any of the rights guaranteed by the system is denied the
people. '

So far there is every reason to expect the Aquino government of living up to
its commitment to freedom. (The loyalists, of course, would have a different
opinion.) Mrs Aquino only bristles at sketchy information reported as facts
about, for example, rifts in her government, but apart from chiding the press
for its enterprise reporting, she has not clamped martial law on this country,
closed or seized media establishments and imposed censorship to keep the press
in line.

There was actually no pressing need to invalidate PD33 which penalized the
production and possession of materials and the writing of graffiti that would
undermine the integrity or stability of the government. The absence of
martial law, the repeal of the National Security Code, and the decree's
inconsistency with Aquino's Proclamation 3, which promulgated the Freedom -

Constitution, in effect made the Marcos decree invalid. But the President
repealed it just the same to emphasize the country's return to democracy on

her avowed policy of free expression. : :
It is a move consistent with the Filipino people's love for freedom not-power,
foreign or native, ever succeeded in completely squelching. ////;
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PURGE OF MARCOS IMPRINT ON SCHOOL BOOKS PLANNED
HK190516 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 30 Jun 86 pl
[By Staff Member Tess Villanueva]

[Text] "Demarcosify” is a high-sounding word. For education officials, it
also is a tall order. S ‘ : N

Today, there are 68 million textbooks for pupils in grades one to six, and
most of them carry, in blatant or subtle ways, the propaganda work of the
"Hero from the North." : : g

Authorities now face the challenge of purging these books and other materials
that tend to confuse and even miseducate the country's youth. Take, for
example, ANG PILIPINO at any Kanyang Pamahalaan, [the Filipino and his
government] a social-studies textbook for grade five. One whole chapter is
devoted to Marcos and the achievement of his New Society. The chapter extols
the old regime's "success” in its peace and order efforts and raising the
prices of Philippine exports. It also cites the "progress” brought about by
the government's infrastructure projects.

The book also has a picture of the Miss Universe contest held here in 1974,
praising the pageant as a boost to the tourism industry.

'ANG PILIPINAS SA KANYANG PAG-UNLAD, a social-studies textbook for grade five,
bears on page 142 a picture of the former President's wife, Imelda. She is
with a malnourished child. The caption reads "I need your help.”

The text accompanying the picture has this first sentence: "Ang Unang Ginang
ay nagsimula ng pambansang Kilusan upang Masugpo ang malnutrition sa
Pilipinas.” [the first lady launched a national movement to eradicate
malnutrition in the Philippines] '

Another book, 'MASAYANG KAPALIGIRAN, [Happy Environment] a Pilipino text-book
for grade four, contains the poem "Sa Baya'sy Isang Ina, Imelda Marcos. [A
mother to the country, Imelda Marcos]” The poem compares Imelda to Queen Ester
of Persia, calling her the savior of the nation.

But getting rid of these propaganda materials is not easy. With the education

ministry saddled with budgetary constraints, it does not have the money to
throw away all these books and replace them with new ones. Instead, a cheaper
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but perhaps less effective way of coping with the problem has been devised:
interim teachers' ITGS [words indistinct] were printed and will be distributed
to elementary teachers by mid-July.

The ITGS are supposed to instruct teachers on how to explain or replace
materials that deal with Marcos; to point out obsolete data and to promote the
vvalues education" that is the focus of the new education ministry.

The ITGS, however, do not prevent children from being exposed to Marcos'
propaganda, since they bring home the books and at home the teacher is not
there to point out the books' flaws.

Education Minister Lourdes Quisumbing said half in just that perhaps the book
shortage was a blessing in disguise, for it prevented the Marcos propaganda
contained in the textbooks from reaching so many students. ’

For the next two years, however, students will have to make do with these
books. According to the Imstructional Materials Corp., printer of textbooks,
it will take until 1988 to finally replace all the elementary books with new
"sanitized"” copies.

Minerva de Jesus, IMC editorial department chief, explained that books
normally last for four years, and the propaganda books in the field have two -
years to go before they are replaced with new ones. The textbooks for high
school will have to wait a little longer. They have not been reviewed as yet,
de Jesus said.

Aside from the textbooks, portraits of the Amrcoes are hung in public schoolh
classrooms. : :
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COMMISSION ENDS AQUINO TRIAL INVESTIGATION
OW161331 Tokyo KYODO in English 0925 GMT 16 Jul 86

[Text] Manila, 16 July KYODO--A Philippine fact-finding commission wound up
its investigation of an alleged mistrial in the Benigno Aquino murder case
Wednesday. S s

The Commission was created by the Supreme Court to investigate charges that
deposed President Ferdinand Marcos ordered trial court to stage a mock trail
and clear former armed forces chief General Fabian Ver and 25 others linked to
Aquino's murder more than two years ago.

Commission Chairman Conrado Vasquez told reporters that the three-member body
will submit their report to the Supreme Court on 31 July. He said the report
will "aid the Supreme Court in deciding whether or not there was a mistrial.
[no end quotation marks as received]

Aquino, husband of President Corazon Aquino, was shot dead on 21 August 1983
at Manila Airport on his return from self-exile in the United States. - His
alleged communist-hired assassin, Rolando Galman, was killed by soldiers
providing security for the opposition leader.

The trial court last December acquitted Ver, 24 other military officers and
men, and a civilian after 11 months of trial. It rejected an inquiry board's
findings that the accused were involved in a military conspiracy to
assassinate Marcos' chief political rival. .

At least 30 people, including the family of Galman, petitioned the Supreme
Court to declare a mistrial and to reopen the case shortly before the decision
was handed down. . ' ‘ ‘

The Commission, which opened it hearings lést month, heard the testimonies of
nine people including Deputy Ombudsman Manuel Herrera who claimed that Marcos
ordered the trial court and the prosecution panel to stage a mock trial.
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COLUMNIST REVIEWS SURVEY ON AQUINO GOVERNMENT )

HK190853 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 18 Jul 86 p &

["Here and Now" column by Francisco S.  Tatad: %"A-First‘Report*]

[Text] Ateneo University énd Social WeatherAStations have just conducted a:
national public opinion survey on the Aquino government, which will be
presented ‘today at the Bishops-Businéssmen's Conference [BBC] for Human
developments - . T SRR S SRS A ~

The report holds no surprises. Unlike last year's:BBC survey whose 44 percent
satisfaction rating for Ferdinand (and 50 percent for Imelda) Marcos angered

many readers, this one shows nothing to send anyone's blood pressure up. -
Sixty percent say they are satisfied with President Aquino; only 7 percent say
they are dissatisfied. : - = . S R e -

Sixty-four percent approve the vconfiscation” of Marcos' hidden wealth; 55

percent favor the freezing of Marcos—-crony properties. TForty-three percent
are for the replacement of mayors and governors with 0IC's [Officers in X
Charge], 31 percent are against. Thirty-seven percent favor the release of . '
detained communist leaders, 34 percent are against. o

In 1985, 74 percent -considered themselves poor. This year, omnly 66 percent -
do. 'Only 46 percent say people are afraid of being robbed in the streets, as .
against lastiyear's 48 percent; .only 52 percent ‘are -afraid of break-ins, as .
against last year's 54 percent. N R S S PR '

Sixty~three percent claim they voted;fon:Aquino;;an=unu9ualiy high 27 percent :
admit having voted for Marcos. Yet, 67 percent ¢redit "people power" as the
source of the President's legitimacy. Only 14 perceant attribute it to Cory
Aquino being the real winner in the February election; 6 percent to the
support of the Catholic Church; 6 percent to the support ‘of the pro-people
military; and 4 percent to the support of the Urited States.. C s ‘

Fifty-four percent say the government is credible: 6 percent disagree. The
Cabinet has a high satisfaction rating, from the best known to the least known
of its individual members. Of the 95 percent who have heard of Vice President
Laurel, 82 percent are satisfied with his appointment as foreign minister. Of
the 94 percent who have heard of Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, 81 percent are
satisfied with his appointment (this was before the Manila Hotel incident).
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0f the 90 percent who have heard of General Fidel Ramos, 83 percent are
satisfied with him--the highestvsatisfaction rating scored in. the survey.

Of the least known, 15 percent have heard of Agrarian Reform Minister Alvarez,
and of this number, 69 percent approve of his appointment. Of the 16 percent ~
who have heard of Planning Minister Monsod, 76 percent are satisfied with her
appointment. '

Even the least liked still has a majority rating. Of Minister Aqﬁilino
Pimentel, 58 percent are satisfied with his appointment—-the lowest
satisfaction rating of all the ministers.

Sixty-four percent think the 1973 Constitution should be changed; 52 percent
think the size of the Constitutional Commission is just right; 70 percent
think local elections should wait for the drafting of the new Constitution;
but 86 percent believe the Con-Com members should have been elected, not
appointed.

Thirty-six percent think some high military officials may want to grab
political power. But 55 percent are confident the new AFP [Armed Forces of
the Philippines] will be loyal and obedient to the Aquino govermment. Forty-
five percent say it's probable the government might be overly influenced by
the military; 46 percent think not.

The communist seem to have lost popular ground. Although 38 percent say the
NPA network is widespread in their respective areas, as against last year's 28
percent, 65 percent think it is not probable for people's support for the
communists to increase; only 25 percent say it is probable. Sixty-one percent
think it is not probable for the communists to influence or dominate the
administration; only 29 percent say it is. Those against legalization of the
Communist Party have grown from last year's 44 percent to 54 percent, while
those in favor have also increased from 20 percent to 22 percent.

Despite the clergy's high visibility at Namfrel during the elections and on
EDSA [Epifano de los Santos Avenue] during the February rebellion, 45 percent
think no personnel of any church should get involved in working for clean and
free elections, as against last year's 39 percent; 49 percent think no
personnel of any church should support any candidate in an election, as
against last year's 43 percent. Forty percent think no personnel of any
church should get involved in the struggle of the oppressed, as against last
year's 38 percent. Here, however, an equal 40 percent think they should get
involved. : «

The biggest loser, however, is Marcos. While 54 percent perceive him as a
brave President, 50 percent think he's a deceiver and liar; 51 percent think
he's a thief of the nation's wealth; 54 percent, a defender of foreign
interests. Sixty-five percent do not want him to return 1) because he will
destroy the govermment, (say 54 percent); 2) because he will cause trouble (53
percent); 3) because he is safer abroad (35 percent); and 4) because many will
be afraid to tell the truth (20 percent).
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After the A