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ALBANIA
SIO-TELEVISION CHIEF REPORTS ON VISIT TO IRAN
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIY in Albanian 4 Mar 84 pp 1, 3
[Article by Marash Hajati, director general of Radio-Television: "On Iranian

Soil--Travel Notes']

[Text] On the d.owsy journey of the airplane, after we had left behind seas
and rivers and passed over the snow covered mountain ranges of Asia Minor,
there was unexpected applause in the long passenger cabin, which is some-
thing very unusual on a long international flight. Curiosity drove me into
conversation with the passenger sitting next to me. What had happened? Not
being familiar with the Persian language, we had not understood the announce-
ment from the captain's cabin that the airplane, according to piloting regu-
lations, had entered the air space over Iran. Therefore, Iranian soil.

This had brought about the applause. Why?

We are traveling directly toward Teheran, the capital of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, and, unconsciously our thoughts take us back into the ancient
past of this old land, whose people provided history, science and literature
with renowned personalities. While we travel, our thoughts dwell on the
heroic struggle, for 10 consecutive years, of the Iranian people against the
harsh oppression of the American masters and their devoted bloody servant,
the Shah. This struggle which had stored within itself suffering, bitter-
ness and scorn was crowned with the victory of the Iranian revolution which
reverberated throughout the world. It is this great victory which has in-
spired the people of this vast land during the past 5 years; it is this vic-
tory that has strengthened the love for the soil of the fatherland and its
boundaries. With good reason, they are proud of this and applaud.

From the time we boarded the plane our introductions to and conversations
with real Iranian peopie were carried out with such hospitality, that we be-
lieved we were already in Iran, among dear and sincere friends. Thus, after
3 hours of flying, before we could feel the boredom of the journey, we were
over Teheran airport, one of the largest and best known in all this region.
It connects Europe with Central Asia. While the airplane was entering the
runway we were still discussing among ourselves the statistics of Iranian
geography. The wile space with huge desert areas cover a surface of over
one and a half million square kilometers. Something a little more, if you
want a comparison, than the territory of France, Germany, Italy and Spain




put together. Iran is bound by the Soviet Union, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Iraq and Turkey. To the Southwest is the famous Persian Gulf with its re-
nowned oil fields; to the North are the green lowlands of the Caspian Sea.
Iran has a population of over 40 million people.

Our host is Iranian Radio-Television. At the airport we were met by the
director general of this institution, representatives from the Ministry of
Foreign Arfairs, the Ministry of Islamic Guidance and others.

Only a short time was needed to overcome the strangeness of a first meeting,
afterwards everything went on as among close friends.

What interests the people of Iran most?

The people are sincere and friendly. Above all they want to introduce you
to the victories they have achieved during these 5 years of the Iranian
revolution, they say that everything dates from the time of the struggle
against the American domination and the rule of their Pahlavi puppets, be-
cause there was no other way to talk to invaders and bloodthirsty traitors.

It is not by chance, that on the first visit to the capital our hosts took
us to see the Shah's palaces. The royal family who was among the wealthiest
families in the world, because of the oil pipelines, was sucking the blood,
sweat and labor of the poor people of Iran. The Shah's palaces located on
the northern side of the capital were drowned in fabled luxury. Every mem—
ber of the family had his own residence.

For the queen mother there was a 3 story palace with many rooms and reception
halls, furnished with the famous Persian rugs, some 100 meters square in
size. Serving sets and fixtures were all covered with gold. The 90-year-
old lady, who was sick, was visited 15 times a day by the most prominent
doctors. The irony of that wealth and luxury was that the king's mother,

who could neither read nor write, had in her palace a large library. Fur-
thermore, se had a piano and music room even though she could not recognize

a musical ncte.

Of the 18 palaces owned by the royal family in Teheran, the Shah's own
palace has to be mentioned. Everything sparkled with gold, and on the occa-
sion of the 2500th anniversary of the Persian Monarchy, in 1975, there was
not a king or tyrant in the world, or a so-called Communist Party Secretary,
chiefs of conglomerates of all colors who did not make every possible effort
to be invited and to bring the Shah a string of unending gifts, as if the
wealth he already possessed was not enough.

It is precisely at this time that around these palaces thousands of children,
hungry and without clothing, attacked the rusty garbage cans, searching for
leftovers and a crust of bread.

Today, these palaces are open to the public and have been kept just as they
were in the past, so they can be visited by hundreds of thousands of visitors.
These visits do not have the characteristics of a museum visit. These




palaces, where every room contains photographs depicting the life of poor
people from the bitter past, present the real facts and are a documentation,
a living witness of the past harsh repression by the rulers of Iran.

These photographs from the past were not there just to show the contrasts
of the fabled 1life of the Shah's family, they were there for our hosts to
show us the progress that has taken place in Iran during these last 5 years.
Let us provide some facts and numbers.

In pre-revolutionary Iran there was a bottomless chasm between city and
village life and between the poor and the rich. Of 64 villages only 4 had
electricity, and only 2 were connected by telephone. There was 1 doctor for
30,000 inhabitants in the villages and only 1 bed in the hospital. There

is more to add here about schools, roads and the standards of living.

The barrel of the gun began to change this bitter page of Iranian history.
During these last 5 years of independence the number of schools has doubled;
the number of villages which have electricity has grown to 12,000. Two
thousand villages now have telephones. Hard surface roads have opened in
many areas. In groups of villages, medical facilities with one doctor and
several nurses have been established. Now, proportionally for every 800
inhabitants in the villages there is one doctor. For senior citizens in

the villages there are pensions for those over the age of 60. These are
very modest, but they still are of great help.

All these accomplishments in the Iranian villages were not realized in 1 day
or by giving orders, but through determined and tiring work. In the organi-
zation of work in the village we were told that an important role is played
by the Xhahadet. These are groups of city workers who take education and
culture to the remotest parts of the country; help in working the land,
building houses, and improving the conditions of life etc.

In the economic sector attention is being given to the fulfillment of the
needs of the people. In factories and plants the slogan for the gradual
transition from using imported parts and fixture to using spare parts manu-
factured domestically has started.

A large exposition was devoted to this purpose in Teheran consisting of
numerous pavilions filled with different industrial products, which high~
lighted an important idea: to produce by their own forces, to become inde-
pendent in the economic field and to strengthen the economy of the country.

Cf great interest to the policy of the _ountry is to normalize and define
minimum and maximum pay scales for the workers. According to our escorts
the purpose is to lower high wages and gradually raise the scale of the
lower wages.

According to the organizational forms for the collection of state revenues,
a fund has been set up for the "benefit of oppressed individuals.'" This
fund is derived from revenues in production work centers which belonged to
the landowners; and part of the profits now go to pay the wages of the




workers and managers of the property, and part go to the special fund, which
in various ways is distributed among the poor, the families of martyrs and
the disabled etc.

During our stay in Iran we visited some cultural and art centers. We arrived
in Shiraz, a southern city 800 kilometers from Teheran, in time for dinner.
Although, we had had meetings and discussions in Teheran, we found ourselves
again, without feeling tired at all, well into the night in conversation
with our friends from Shiraz: the manager of radiotelevision and the repre-
sentatives of other cultural institutes. They were interested and asked
questions about everything in Albania. How is the economy organized? Is
there a private sector? How is life in the villages? What about workers
wages, social services, rents etc.

The next day our hosts took us around the verdant city of Shiraz, to the
radio-television center, to the monument and burial site of the two most
famous Persian poets of the past: Saadiu (1218-1291) and Hafez (1320-1388).

Sixty kilometers from Shiraz is the city of Persepolis which is thousands of
years old and was the center of the ancient monarchy. Here in ancient times,
Darius I and the dynasties that followed, directed, fought and defended them-
selves during those famous Persian wars. Here too are found the ruins of
that renowned royal palace, known the world over for the thousands of slaves
who worked 120 long years to build it. The palace was 400 meters long and
300 meters wide, raised on columns 18 to 38 meters tall. According to his-
tory, the palace was destroyed by Alexander the Great.

In 1975, the Shah organized the festivities for the 2500th anniversary of
the monarchy near the ruins of this palace in Persepolis. In a speech the
Shah declared to the Iranian participants '"do not worry, sleep soundly be-
cause we are awake." Our Shiraz escorts stated that these words needed
neither comment or argument. The lives, efforts and desires of all monarchs
have always been to put their people to sleep. Now we the people are awake
and have forced the monarchy to be on display in the museum. Not to honor
it, but to show how it has ended.

In Persepolis and other historical centers, cultural and artistic monuments
are being continually restored and preserved as living witness of the old
culture and the struggle of the Iranian people for freedom and independence
etc.

Our delegation, from radio-television, witnessed again during their stay in

Iran the love and respect the Iranians have for our people and for Albania.

They value our principled policy of non-submission to and open conflict with
the superpowers. They approve our policy of friendship and support for op-

pressed nations struggling for freedom and independence.

Everywhere we went and from everyone we met, we heard warm words for the
support our people and government gave to the Iranian Revolution.




The Islamic Republic of Iran has become today a determined enemy of American
imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism. Iran by organizing the country,
by relying on its own forces, by remaining vigilant has raised the slogan
"the Americans cannot harm us, the Soviet Union cannot harm us." This slogan
in large letters is not only written on walls, office, and recreation parks,
but has penetrated deeply every cell of Iranian life, because they are aware
that the superpowers are treacherous and set their traps in every path. In
their vengeful and divisive policy, imperialists of all colors, will always
remain active behind the scenes, as they are doing in the war between Iran
and Iraq which was imposed by the superpowers.

I wanted to end these notes with a true Iranian saying: It seems that now
the superpowers are no longer lamenting the loss of Iran, because Iran has
slipped through their hands, they lament the fact that the oppressed people
of the world are awake or will wake up and will no longer accept their
dictates. |
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ALBANIA
NEED FOR MORE 'MILITANT' WRITERS STRESSED
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 4 Mar 84 p 3
["The Militant Writer Presents Social Problems in the Press": a discussion

with Aleks Buda, chairman of the Academy of Sciences, Ismail Kadare, author,
and Dalan Shpallo, critic]

[Text] Aleks Buda: Our tradition speaks of creative artists who, as pub-
licists, perform literary and social services. Among them we find such
names as Marin Barleti, Naim Frasheri, De Rada and others. According to
this tradition, especially during the years of the Anti-~Fascist National
Liberation War, a number of authors emerged and positively asserted them-—
selves. As a historian, I have to admit that I am very interested in this
style of literature in different periods of time--journalism. There is
strong political and social feeling in these works and one can directly feel
the pulse of the times. These works are a living and passionate witness of
the contradictions and needs of their time. The fact that a writer has
chosen a specific subject and developed it into a theme that attracts public
attention shows that he has felt the need to take encompassing measures to
address himself eyeball-to-eyeball to a problem which concerned him and his
contemporaries; evaluating the great possibilities which this literary style
offered him. It is not by accident that journalism, as the history of
literature shows, developed primarily during periods of war and revolution.
When we say this we have in mind our own present struggle: the struggle

for socialist construction in our country.

Ismail Kadare: It is a well-known truth that the birth and development of
the periodical and the daily press, have played an important part in the
development of literature. This is not only because many well-known writers
started their literary careers on the solid path of journalism, but, because
of something else as well. The participation of the writer in the press

has played a positive, emancipating and democratic role in his art. When
we speak of a progressive and revolutionary press we speak, primarily of the
press during the socialist era, while the involvement and submission of
writers laws of the bourgeois commercial press has been a negative factor.

We can say, without exaggerating in the least, that the broad participation
of our writers in the pages of our socialist press, while having a revitaliz-
ing influence on the press, is principally of benefit to the writers them-
selves and to their art, it stresses its militancy and popular character,

and it renews and raises its artistic level.




Dalan Shpallo: We have many writers, whose work in press work has helped,
and continues to help them in their creativity. This happened and continues
to happen because of the direct ties a journalist has with life; because of
the many impressions from contacts he has with people and because of his
travels throughout the fatherland. It also happens that working for the
press is a good way of acquiring expertise on political and economic prob-
lems; it makes a writer alert since journalistic work has to be done quickly
and well. Among writers who have worked with the press, if we include here
writers from the wartime press and after, we find such names as: Sh.
Musaraj, A. Caci, L1l. Siliqi, and later J. Xoxa, D. Agolli, I. Kadare and
many others. Younger authors such as Xh. Spahiu, N. Gjetja, B. Londo and
others have been and are still working for the press. Not only writers who
have actually emerged from the ranks of the press, but also art critics and
those reporters who write on different subjects and problems have contributed
by presenting a direct image of the real situation, and have as a result be-
come more creative and are inspired to write new works. Among the many
examples we can mention are Dh. Shuteriqi, K. Jakova, S. Godo, S. Dede, Dh.
Xhuvani, P. Cuka and others, who work with the press and continue to write
privately.

Ismail Kadare: I want to add that an individualistic style of writing
creates inconveniences for the creative writer. The cooperation of the
writer with the press is one of the safest ways to avoid these dangers. I
think that this cooperation can be called, without fear, a period of crea-
tive training for the writer. And as has been said before, this cooperation
puts the writer in continuous contact with the mass of readers on contempo-
rary problems: tests his ideas and their depth and importance of the
motives which drive him. Lastly, this cooperation keeps alive the author's
power of expression and the sharpness of his pen which, as everything else,
needs constant renewal.

Aleks Buda: These are precisely some of the opportunities which journalism
offers to the man of science. The historian, for example, is not a spe-
cialist on specific problems of architecture, music, sociology, the figura-
tive arts etc., but as a man of science, as a citizen of his time he feels
the need to, and must, even here have his say, in the same way as these
problems have need of the historian's word. This opportunity is made avail-
able to them by journalism, and it is precisely this opportunity which we
have not fully utilized, which we have failed to emphasize in order to find
the necessary measures to solve scientific problems. Let us examine, among
other things, our historiographic magazines, not only for their topics, but
also for the way these topics were handled, which is sometimes dry and one-
sided and does not arouse our curiosity or provoke discussions.

I can also say that, in this same way, some writers avoid discussing prob-
lems in the press, thinking that they have to relinquish a rational manner
of expression and concentrate more on feelings and inspiration. This is
wrong. In journalism, and even more, in artistic writing these two elements
stand side by side.

Dalan Shpallo: Today there is a need for a more intensive and more skilled
cooperation of writers with the press. We must admit that reporting in




general, and literary reporting in particular are not pleasing the readers
in the way they should. The observations of life are superficial; there
are few opinions and judgments from other areas: on individuals, the econ-
omy, culture, social groups and styles of living. The writer is primarily
a citizen, an individual, who lives and must live closer to the problems of
the times, which should be felt and reflected even more on the printed page.
The editorial staffs could be more helpful and allow writers to have more
space on their printed pages. When we say "writing," in the context of
journalism, we do not think only of reporting and describing. It is impor-
tant for writers to cultivate different subjects and styles of writing,
such as character writing, cultural writing, studies on life, aesthetic
writing and works which treat various problems of life and culture, on the
basis of facts and concrete data.

To achieve this it is not only necessary to increase demands on the edi-
torial staff, but it is also necessary to enlarge the horizon and militancy
of the authors. Creativeness without a goal, without knowledge of the
problem that is under discussion, will naturally fail to discover anything
new, and will only be putting on paper impressions that are dry and uninter-
esting.

6160
CS0: 2100/38




ALBANTA

GREEK STUDENTS, TEACHERS PRAISE POLICY ON MINORITIES
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 17 Apr 84 p 1
[Tnterview given to the Albanian Radio and TV Editor]

[Text] 1In recent days, a group of students and university students from
Janina University visited our country at the invitation of the Tirana Uni-
versity Student Committee. Friends from Greece visited Tirana, Kruje,
Gjirokaster and Sarande. Before their departure from our country and while
the group was visiting Ksamil plantations, the editor of the Albanian Radio
and TV interviewed the chairman of the group, Professor Janis Malakasis,

as well as Professor Dhimitris Lules, and students Josifis Dhaskales and
Dhespina Karfopulu. First, he turned to Professor Jani Malakasis.

Question: During these days, your group visited various districts in our
country, and met with students and teachers at Tirana University and other
institutions. With what impressions do you leave Albania?

Answer: I am leaving with very good impressions. I never thought the
friendly and neighboring Albania had made so much progress in such a short
period of socialist construction. What we saw is a miracle. Besides edu-
cation, which interests us the most as teachers, we saw the great progress
made in all other fields, in agriculture, industry, and in general the
whole progress of your country. We came to Albania eager to see your coun-
try and the progress you have made, but, to tell you the truth, we never
thought we would see such a miracle, like Ksamil, where we are now. For us
it is unbelievable that in such a short period you could have transformed
mountains into terraces with olives and citrus fruit trees, and make the
mountains a place where people live happily. That is why you, too, are
miraculous. You have achieved all this without help from anyone, without
depending on anyone. I would say only this: Congratulations to the Al-
banian people for the progress it has achieved.

Question: Professor, during your stay in the Gjirokaster district you also
visited Dropull, the area of the Greek minority that lives in Albania, and
had the opportunity to visit the homes of the inhabitants of Dropulli and
to talk to them. What impressions do you have from this visit?

Answer: I welcome this question and it is a suitable question because in
our country a campaign has begun on this issue and a lot has been heard




about the problems that this minority allegedly faces in your country. We
had the opportunity to visit Derviciani, while other members of the group

visited also Goranxhi. Our impressions are simple, clear and categorical.
Greek traditions are being preserved, the language is being spoken, songs,
customs, and everything else that characterizes a nationality were evident
and people are proud that they are members of the minority in Albania. I

could not conclude that these people are suffering from discrimination.

Question: As far as I know, you, Professor Dhimitris, are a teacher of
Balkan history at the Janina University. With what impressions do you
leave Albania?

Answer: There is very little I can add. My colleague said it very well.

As a historian, I would like to say we are two nations that have a lot in

common. We fought against the same conquerors and moreover this visit to

your country has assured us of something we did not know previously: that
the Albanian people, under the leadership of its part-, has scored unusual
achievements without any outside assistance. This is something to be ad-

mired most.

Question: How about you, Josifis, with what impressions do you leave our
country?

Answer: With the best of impressions. I did not know Albania. Now, all of
us who were here know Albania and I would like to point out that we were
all amazed by the achievements in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
under the leadership of the Workers Party and its leader. We were impressed
by the pride of the Albanian people and by the great ideals it realizes.
These ideals are cultivated in socialism, by Marxis -Lcninism.

Question: What can you tell us, Dhespina?

Answer: I, too, like the comrades, am leaving with the best of impressions.
In addition to the progress and the achievements of the Alpanian people, I
was very much impressed by the hospitality and simplicity of your people.
They are such good people and they welcomed us with such love. I had the
opportunity to establish friendly contacts with Albanian students and am
leaving with the best of impressions. It is scmething I shall not forget
for the rest of my life.

-~Thank you very much for the interview and welcome again t. Albania.

9976
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ALBANTA

'SELF-SATISFACTION' OF INSTITUTE HEAD CRITICIZED
Tirana ZERI POPULLIT in Albanian 4 May 84 p 3
[Article by Thimi Nikal]

[Excerpts] As soon as the head of the group, the Director of the Directorate
of Geology [in the Ministry of Industry and Mines] Haki Caslli, read the mate-
rial prepared by the monitoring group, the director of the Geological Studies
and Design Institute, Bashkim Lleshi, had 25 questions to ask. Among them
was one question which could not help but attract attention: '"Why was there
no mention of the studies carried out which have remained in the ministry and
have not been implemented, despite the fact that we have approved them in the
institute?"

It is true that some studies remained in the ministry for a long time even
though one of them has been approved by the Scientific Council of the Ministry.
Why haven't they been implemented? Deputy Minister Martin Cukalla did not ap-
prove them because there were comments on them which were passed onto the study
groups of the institute. However, although the quality of the studies is poor
their authors are reacting haughtily to the comments made. On 13 February 1984
the ministry sent a letter on the matter and the next day the institute re-
sponded in a letter: '"The studies do not have any defects and therefore we do
not have to do anything to them." This not-so-modest response was also given
to the latest analysis.

No one would deny that work has been done in this institute. But shortcomings
and weaknesses which reduce the quality and effectiveness of scientific re-
search work have appeared and are appearing. Where do they appear? Let us
examine only one aspect--the tendency to cover large areas, without solving
problems, without looking toward the future. In many cases the subject matter
does not move from a study completed earlier to a study undertaken later-~for
the analysis and solution of basic problems which disturb production.

There can be no talk about the effectiveness of the studies when it is known
that the effectiveness of geological prospecting for chrome was calculated at
22 tons per linear meter drilled in 1980 and now it is 20 tons per linear
meter. Thus, there has been a decrease in effectiveness when there should have
been an increase., This indicator which is a sign of the relative backwardness
and the low qualitative level of the studies is also an alarm signal, both for
the workers of the Geological Studies and Design Institute and the geological
enterprises and for specialists in the geology directorate of the ministry.

11




The effectiveness of the studies of the Geological Studies and Design Institute
depends, to a considerable extent, on the work of the analytical sector. Dur-
ing the 1981-1983 period, the laboratory carried out thousands of chemical anal-
yses. But these have not always been used as they should in prospecting for
new minerals. The further improvement of the effectivensss of the studies is
inseparably linked with the coordination of this work within the Institute,
among its sectors, and with the geological enterprises, the Faculty of Geology
and Mines and the other scientific institutions. Of course, there have been
achievements in this area. But there have also been unutilized reserves. For
example, the subject groups of the Institute for Useful Minerals do not have
the direction of basic scientific work well in hand, except for regions where
studies have been made. They do not have a good enough knowledge of the situ-
ation and of drilling prospects to guide and direct the enterprises in the
treatment of scientific problems for the purpose of increasing the effective-
ness of drilling activity.

Each year a number of studies are carried out in the Geological Studies and
Design Institute. However, the work is considered to be completed when the
studies are approved and recorded, with no concern for carrying them out. This
is formalism. The euphoria and self-satisfaction of Director Bashkim Lleshi
and other officials of this institute are impermissible. The 3, 6, and 9-month
analyses, which are a parade of successes and which suffer from lack of criti-
cism and of self-criticism, show this. In this institute, the opinion of speci-
alists in the institute, the ministry and the grassroots is not given proper
value. The faults and shortcomings pointed out are evidence of an unsatisfac-
tory situation in the institute, which, we think, should be the object of a
detailed analysis by the party organization and its levers. Also, workers in
the geology directorate of the ministry should give more attention and guidance
to this institute, giving it the necessary assistance to carry on its work in
the best way possible.

Cs0: 2100/42
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

YOUTH UNION OFFICIAL WRITES IN SOVIET PAPER
Moscow KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 5 Apr 84 p 3

[Article by V. Pravda, secretary of the Central Committee of the CSSR
[Czechoslovak Socialist Republic] SSM [Socialist Union of Youth]:
"Convictions, Responsibility and Activity;" Praguel

[Text] To be a reliable assistant and the fighting reserve of the communists'
party —-- that is the way that members of the CSSR Socialist Union of Youth have
always understood and understand their main task. New and active fighters for
the realization of the Communist Party program grow up within the numbers of
the union; these are the conscious representatives of the young socialist
generation. The best of the best members of SSM become communists, the heirs
of the glorious traditions of KPCh [Communist Party of Czechoslovakia] and the
continuers of the struggle for the happy future of their motherland. The fact
that the SSM organizations can recommend young candidates for their membership
in the KPCh we see not only as a honorable right that is given to us by the
party charter but as a great responsibility in the deed of preparing the new
generation of communists. "The admission of an SSM member into the KPCh,"

it says in the charter of our union, "is the highest appraisal of his activity."

We see our goal, beginning in one's early years, to awake his need for communal
work, help him to realize its necessity and significance, give him wide space
for his initiative and search, and teach him independence and responsibility
for an entrusted deed. However, it sometimes so happens that assistance to

the studying youth is substituted by a daily guardianship on the part of the
elders. Teachers and raykom instructors take upon themselves important tasks
that should be independently solved by the SSM committee of the school or the
educational institution. Behind this lies nothing else but the desire to
achieve good indicators at any price. However, such "assistance" becomes

more of a brake in a young person's development and leads to the formalistic
and indifferent attitude of young men and women to the life of their SSM
primary organization. Experience proves that this situation is not and never
can be where SSM raykoms and educators do not substitute but carefully direct
the activity of SSM cells, and where young teachers-communists see themselves
responsible for both the students' education and growth of their social-political
activity.

Their close and fruitful collaboration with party organizations allows them to

13




achieve a high level of succession in the educational process and also, when

a young man, having left school's doorstep behind comes to the VUZ auditorium

or becomes a member of a labor collective. It assists the SSM organizations

to struggle against the accepting attitude towards shortcomings, inconsistencies
in the fulfillment of the mapped-out plans, and averaging in the evaluations

of the socio-political activity of the youth union members. In the final result,
it is the daily care of the elder communist comrades that ensures the successful
work of the SSM primary organizations in the education and target-oriente
preparation of the young for their admission to KPCh. - :

We can present numerous good examples of such work. Positive experience has
been accumulated at the Vitovits metallurgical combine imeni Klement Gottwald,
at the Secondary Professional School imeni Yu.A. Gagarin in the city of Kosice,
where future metallurgists are trained, and in the Prague association Stroymontazh.
At the Martin plant of heavy machine building, at the Yugostroj association, and
in the joint agricultural cooperative Ricany in South Moravia Kraj they work
with young candidates for party membership in target-oriented fashion. Here,
speaking as a collective reference for a young candidate, the primary SSM
organizations thoroughly analyze the specific results of his labor and social
activity and, most importantly, in such analysis they rely on the good advice,
authoritative opinion and the comprehensive assistance of party organizations.

Today, life specifically demands an integrated and thorough approach to the
education and the preparation of young communists. ~However, this is still not
consistently put into practice everywhere. 1In this lies one of the main reasons
that, until this day, a significant portion of the SSM members enter the party
without the recommendation of the primary SSM organization.

It also happens like this: the decision for recommendation has already been
adopted, but the future young communist has not yet participated in the life
of the SSM organization and is thus unprepared for serious political work.
Such an approach does not in any way answer the requirement for the nomation
of most active members of the youth union. Only when a person is tested in
real work and when, in the primary organization, they are very familiar with
his moral and social qualities, a collective recommendation carries weight
and authority.

Of course, the act of admission of a young man as a KPCh candidate member,
somber and memorable for the rest of his life, does not conclude the work

of the primary SSM organization. Also, the resolution of the 3d SSM Congress
speaks about this; among the most important tasks the assistance, on the
behalf of collective recommender in the course of one's entire candidacy
stage, is named. » ' '

The young communist must be an example both in labor and in social life, he
must know how to work with people, and always and everywhere he must faith-
fully carry out the Communist party policy. These are high requirements.

It is precisely these that become that goal which the SSM organizations are
called on to strive for in their educational activity. This was recalled in
The KPCh Central Committee Secretariat decree, adopted in September of last
year, which was dedicated to the education of young communists in the Northern
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Czech party organization. An in-depth analysis of the specific forms and
methods of the party successors preparation are contained in it, and the
positive experience and shortcomings that still exist in this most important
sphere of activity are indicated. It is emphasized in the decree that signif-
icant unutilized resources also exist in the Socialist Union of Youth. The
propositions and conclusions of this party document give new momentum to the
SSM work in the education, within its numbers, of such young representatives
of the working class, cooperative peasantry and people's intelligensia, who
will honorably justify the youth's union references, will become worthy
candidates, and later, members of the communist party enjoying equal rights.

In the report of the KPCh Central Committee General Secretary G. Husak, at the
16th Congress of the party, it was indicated that, during the period accounted
for, the youth under the age of 35 constituted more than 90 percent of the
party newcomers. This fact strikingly reflected the party's trust in youth
and its faith in its energy, enthusiasm and its ability to contribute to the
realization of all those historical creative tasks that our people solve.
Responding to this trust, the Socialist Union of Youth of Czechoslovakia will

more actively carry out work in educating the convinced fighters for the party's

cause and for the happy future of our fatherland.
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HUNGARY

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY COURSE INTRODUCED IN HIGH SCHOOLS
Budapest KOZNEVELES in Hungarian 23 Mar 84 pp 3-4

[Round-table discussion by Jozsef Lukacs, Gabor Boldizsar, Gyorgy Jozsa and
Laszlo Toth]

[Text] What Can Schools Do On Behalf of Higher-Level Philosophical Thinking?
Round-table discussion of the teaching of the subject "Introduction to Philo-
sophy." '

In the fall, the teaching of the subject "Introduction to Philosophy" began

in the fourth year of the secondary schools. It replaced "Foundations of Our
World View," in order to make possible in our changing world a better theoret-
ical orientation, clear thinking and a more clear-cut stand on the side of
socialism on the part of secondary-school graduates. Great expectations
preceded the initiative. What does the curriculum substantively embrace, what
is expected from it, how did the teaching of the subject begin, and what kinds
of consequences does its introduction entail for teacher training and contin-
uing education? A conversation on these questions took place among Gabor
Boldizsar, head of the secondary school department of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Gyorgy Jozsa, head of the main department of instruction in Marxism-
Leninism of the Ministry of Education, academician Jozsef Lukacs, director of
the Institute of Philosophy and president of the curriculum committee of the
subject "Introduction to Philosophy," and Laszlo Toth for KOZNEVELES.

[Jozsef Lukacs] "The title of the subject itself, 'Introduction to Philoso-
phy,' already expresses a certain alteration compared to the previous one,
'Foundations of Our World View.' We are not dealing with the systematic and
comprehensive teaching of philosophy--which would be absolutely impossible in
the fourth year of secondary school without suitable instructional antecedents—-—
but with propedeutics, preparation, introductory study. I feel that the
objective need for this is very much in evidence, although the subjective con-
ditions are still to a large extent absent. Among circumstances, that is to
say, where the situation in economics and politics is becoming more compli-
cated, the role and significance of a gscientific ideological position is
growing significantly. It is becoming especially important now that we raise
to a higher level the theoretical thinking of young people graduating from
secondary school. They must be made capable of understanding complicated
situations, able to know how to decide among alternatives, and on the basis of
suitable intellectual, moral and other values to know how to get to the
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implementation of decisions as well. A higher abstract level formulation is
therefore becoming necessary. This is not an unparalleled endeavor in the
schools, if we only think of mathematics. However, while in mathematics a
suitable abstract level is generally held to be attainable through a certain
amount of anguish and effort, in the case of philosophy indignation is often
expressed because it deals with complicated questions. Although these com-
plicated questions only cause trouble when we do not know how to lead the mind
up to them, when we are not capable of teaching the student how to handle these
problems. We must elevate students to Marxist philosophical thought and not
shrink back from the difficulties. This of course means the education of the
total personality and not some traditional educational task of transmitting
theory. Student results must also be judged in accordance with this.

It is not possible, naturally, to teach Marxist philosophy without confronting
it with other views. Of course this also means an ideological struggle, but
beyond that it is also important in everyday relations in the shaping of a
correct critical approach to present differing views. We must teach the young
to distinguish and understand other coordinates, too, as well as to recognize
their progressive possibilities and to tackle this task.

It is not possible to look at the past of philosophy in the way that we do the
history of physics, for example. The kind of results medieval physics or heal-
ing achieved can be interesting today at most from the viewpoint of the history
of science. The questions raised in past philosophy, however—-together with
the answers given to them—-are very much alive even today and lead to questions
that are very timely indeed. (Let us only think of Lenin's observation: he

who has not understood Hegel could not have understood Marx's "Capital,"
either!) Therefore without familiarity with the history of philosophy one can-
not think in an up-to-date way about Marxist philosophy. Naturally, when I
speak about the importance of the history of philosophy, I am thinking of the
historical cognition of philosophical problems, of those that generated stormy
disputes at the time, and in response to which very illuminating responses were
born: for example, of the ancient dispute over the relation of movement and
quiescence or of the several millennia-old problems of the relation between the
singular and the general, the connection between faith and knowledge, and ques-
tion of the interconnections of experience, understanding and emotion, etc.

Naturally it is extraordinarily important that we approach the history of
philosophy by a Marxist method. To that end the subject of introducing philo-
sophy also needs the kind of preparation where it becomes understandable to the
students what the historical significance is to the traversal of the route
leading from mundane thought to the higher spheres of theoretical conscious-
ness. And it is especially important that they understand what great signi-
ficance Marxist philosphy has on this route.”

[Gabor Boldizsar] '"We are over the first semester of the teaching of 'Intro-
duction to Philosophy,' and although analyses of teachers and school inspectors
are not yet in our possession, we do have some information about it already.

It is a rather clear-cut observation that teachers are happy because demanding,
modern material has come into their hands. At the same time it caused diffi-
culty for both them and the students that they did not receive the textbook
text all at once, but in installments, and therefore they were able to foresee
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the whole year's material only in broad outline. The substantive newness

of these installments also set them an unaccustomed task, for until now they

had not come across the kind of textbook in which long selections awaiting
analysis along with short explanatory texts could be found. Although textual
analysis has some precedents in the teaching of literature and history, they
hardly came across expressly philosophical--and therefore necessarily abstract--
texts, and they have no practice in such depth-analysis. In the recent past a
problem was also caused by the fact that the next two installments of the

"A" version got into the schools only after a two-week lag and, on top of that,
they never received the third installment in the series, just the fourth.
Naturally, this is not a great problem, because the character of the curriculum
makes possible such a rearrangement. It must be admitted, however, that it

may cause difficulty even in itself that some feel that they have lost the
rhythm and therefore cannot fully complete the curriculum. To them, I believe,
it must be said that covering the material from a to z is not a requirement.
They should not overwork themselves, rather they should strive for comprehension
of what they do complete and to have that knowledge built into the students'
thinking.

And how did the instructors choose between the two versions? I think on the
basis of sympathy. At the beginning of the year they only had the already-
mentioned outline and the recommended syllabus, which worked out the curriculum
up to the end of the first semester. Evidently their decision was influenced by
which version stood closer to their level of preparedness. And, we hope, also
by the interests of the group of students they deal with: by whether they are
prepared for more abstract thinking, by whether it is composed of students with
a more philosophical, or with a more practical turn of mind. We are especially
glad that certain people's fear did not prove justified, and the choice did

not ultimately work out in such a way that the A version is being taught in the
regular secondary schools, and the B version in the vccational secondary
schools. Both are being taught in both places, and therefore presumably it

was really interest, preparedness, and student demand that decided.”

[Gyorgy Jozsa] "Neither one of the versions of the subject sought to impart
ideological knowledge in its full breadth. It is important to note this in two
connections, as well. On the one hand, there is no problem if the teacher

does not seek to finish the entire curriculum, but to treat the most important
elements in depth. On the other hand, it must be seen that this signifies a
break with the extensive constructional method of Foundations of Our World
View. In vain did 'Foundations of Our World View' strive for completeness, it
did not achieve the imparting of truly comprehensive knowledge that also in-
fluences behavior. Now we are grasping less, but hopefully holding more."

[Laszlo Toth] "Therefore this year the teachers may make a choice in curri-
culum and in selections not merely because the current academic yvear is in
many respects experimental, but because it follows from the nature of the
subject that they should emphasize certain parts and interconnections more
strongly or less. From all this it does not follow, however, that the curri-
culum does not constitute a closed unit. It is constructed according to the
internal logic of the subject, but this internal logic not only makes possible,
but even demands, flexibility of treatment."
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[Gabor Boldizsar] '"The truth is that we see it as much more useful if the
students analyze a piece of material in its own full depth, if they make it
their own, than if they run superficially through the entire material. It
must be emphasized, however, that the instructors should select the curriculum
in such a way that, whatever textbook version is used, there be an outline of
the bases of Marxist philosophy. Without a familiarization with the funda-
mentals, that is to say, no selection whatever makes any sense."

[Jozsef Lukacs] "As far as the versions of the syllabus and textbooks are con-
cerned: these are in indirect competition with each other without anybody
organizing it. Competition between the two approaches is not an unproductive
thing in itself, for whatever the future of the subject may be, it can only be
useful that observations may be gathered and processed from two directions. It
is unfortunate that for this and for the choice of curriculum by teachers we
could not give appropriate help to educators until now. Already with the

first steps the syllabus committee of the OPI [National Pedagogical Institute]
emphasized the importance of this; we also made a recommendation relative to
this, but it has not yet come to a detailed working out of the arrangement.
Thus teachers choose the curriculum and methods quite accidentally, and their
rates of progress are fairly divergent as well. Some of them--as far as I
know-~strive to follow every detail of the curriculum to the end. These have
less time for profound study. Others--who might do it differently--subjectively
assess their own ability and the interest and ability of the classes and select
the material according to these."

[Gabor Boldizsar] "It must also be recognized that the time available for the
writing of both versions was singularly short in the history of Hungarian text-
book publishing. In October of 1982 it became certain that a textbook pre-
pared for the teaching of this subject had not fulfidled the hopes pinned on
it, and a new one or ones had to be written, and that quickly enough to be

in the schools by September of 1983, At this time we thought about publishing
installments. Nor could there have been any question of an experiment, of
having a preliminary reading of the manuscript by educators. The authors

know that some selections must be changed, and the connecting explanatory texts
cannot be regarded as definitive, either. For this reason we asked and even
now ask the teachers of 'Introduction to Philosophy' to dispense with all for-
mality and to turn directly to the authors with their suggestions or requests
for advice. Both Jozsef Lukacs and Gyorgy Jenei have taken it upon themselves
to respond to observations and even to make corrections along the way. They
are also working on an improved version, which they will get into the schools
for the 85-86 academic year. We are still wondering whether we should have a
book prepared or continue with the installments. Both have both an advantage
and a disadvantage. The book--with its own unity--is doubtlessly more concise
and easier to handle, but since the curriculum also deals with the changing
issues of today's world, it is more sensible in case of need to change each
installment than the whole textbook. But typographical and other viewpoints,
too, may also play a role."

[Jozsef Lukacs] 'Let me say something about the content of the two versions!
I can merely give an outline of the efforts that are expressed in these ver-
sions. In version "A" two installments string theoretical questions onto the
one thread of the history of problems, while three installments provide a
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systematic approach to the fundamental questions of Marxist philosophy. The
titles of the third, fourth and fifth: 'Nature and Society,' 'Man in the
World,' and 'History and Community.' The first installment, after an
appropriate introduction, surveys the main philosophical disputes up to the
end of the Middle Ages, and the second deals with bourgeois philosophy, but
this does not mean that we do not find remarks in the others concerning either
medieval or bourgeois philosophy.

Version "B" likewise remarks upon the various bourgeois approaches. Rather,
this version deals systematically with the issues. It discusses on the one

hand problems of history, society and the means of production, and on the other
hand questions of science, of scientific cognition. But historical connections
are also raised in a logical, systematic approach.

In my opinion, both versions offer the possibility of clarifying ideological,
moral, as well as political issues that excite the young, and this is done
without being the immediate aim of this subject., And here I must turn back for
a moment to the possibility of teacher selection of the curriculum. The edu-
cator does well to devote more time to the relationship of faith and knowledge,
for example, in a class where the interest of the students deal rather with
natural science themes, there for example it is proper to place in the fore-
ground such questions of ancient philosophy as quiescence and movement; where
moral issues stand in the forefront, there one must be more concerned about
problems of the notion of man; where interest is rather of a political nature,
there are the treatment of questions of the philosophy of history is justified,
etc. Therefore the teacher must be given freedom and effective assistance.

But this now is the concern of continuing education. Here I would mention only
this: some assistance is also afforded by the fact that the installments are
accompanied by references to the literature, articles are appearing in
VILAGOSSAG on the clarification of each philosophical question, an instructor's
manual has been prepared for version "B," and now a lecture series has started
on the radio to aid the teaching of the subject."

[Laszlo Toth] "I think that it should also be urged that the installments used
as the textbook--after the full maturing of the contents--be distributed
through the book trade, in order that parents, too, might have access to them.
On the one hand, this could contribute to enlarging the philosophical educa-~
tion of the whole society, and on the other hand it would simplify the partici-
pation of parents in making this subject successful."

[Gabor Boldizsar] "A word must be said about the preparation of teachers, as
well. 1In the spring and summer the OPI gave central instruction for school

inspectors and team leaders in order for them to be able to prepare tegchers.
In the summer school at Debrecen the authors held lectures and consultations
for 150-200 university students. KOZNEVELES also dealt with the teaching of

the subject, and therefore we did whatever could be done in such a short
time,"

[Gyorgy Jozsa] "As far as the training of special teachers is concerned:
it started three and one-half years ago as a supplementary specialty in the
evening and correspondence divisions of ELTE [Lorand Eotvos University of
Arts and Sciences] as well as of the universities of Debrecen and Szeged.
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Last year, instead of three, fifty completed this specialty. Previously the
name of this specialty was 'Foundations of Our World View.' Graduating
students, however--since we already knew about the change in the character
of the subject--received a diploma in the teaching specialty of secondary
school philosophy. It is a very important task that the truly best forces
teach the subject in the universities, and this should not be viewed as a
subsidiary task.

In the fall we are also planning to start the teaching specialty in secondary
school philosophy in the day division at Szeged and Debrecen, as well, within
the framework of C-specialty training, in order that future teachers receive
really appropriate foundations for secondary school teaching. We are also
considering likewise starting C-specialty training at ELTE, naturally
retaining A-specialty training as well.

A very enthusiastic group of teachers has assembled in the suplementary special-
ty at the various universities. It would be a mistake, 'Introduction to '
Philosophy' would endanger the success of the subject, if they were to lose
their interest in study. Presently, it can be said that many can continue

their supplementary studies only at the cost of great difficulties, because

the councils and the schools do not always create the financial conditions

for it. What is more, in some places substitution has not been worked out,

yet we cannot disregard their attendance at the university several days a

month., Therefore we are herewith also asking for the understanding and

help of the directors and faculty of the schools.”

8971
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POLAND

BRIEFS

EXPLOSION INQUEST IN ELBLAG--An as yet unidentified explosive device was detonated
on 12 May in the stairwell of an apartment building at 74 ul. Traugutta in Elblag.
A 22-year-old man was killed instantly as a result of the explosion, and five
other men, all 18 years of age, were hospitalized. Two of the five are listed

in serious condition. Officers of the Provincial Office of Internal Affairs

are conducting an investigation in order to determine the causes of and the
circumstances surrounding the explosion. [Text] [Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish
14 May 84 p 2]

PRESS SPOKESMAN RETRACTION--On 1 May I informed representatives of the press
that approximately 100 persons had attempted to organize a hostile demonstra—
tion in Elblag. At a press conference held on 3 May I commented on the REUTERS
report which misrepresented my statement in order to announce that the Polish
Government had "admitted" that Elblag had been hit by a wave of public dis-
turbances. Government officials of Elblag Province now advise that the report
which I gave on 1 May contained an inaccuracy. The incident to which I referred
was organized by five persons and consisted of a gathering of only five, not

100 persons. [Text] [Warsaw RZCEZPOSPOLITA in Polish 5-6 May 84 p 5]

CsO: 2600/988
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ROMANIA

CONTRADICTIONS IN SOCIALISM DISCUSSED
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 5, 10 Mar 8l pp 10-17

ngeech by Dumitru Popescu, member of Political Executive Cormittee of the CPR
Central Committee, rector of Stefan Cheorghiu Academy: mSybstance of the Ideaf7

ZTexE? The social sciences are based upon logical formulas, systems of ideas,
general rules, principles and theories and upon theoretical demonstrations ne-
cessary to support them, But the substance of the idea is essential, that
charge of current truth of the principle and its fiery core snatched from the
furnace wherein the constantly changing existence of man and society is smelted
at high temperatures. We know the social laws are not eternally and universally
valid but change with every order and with each historical stage within the sane
order. Accordingly there is no greater threat to the theory of society than in-
flexibility, hermetic isolation in a given system, stereotyped repetition of de-~
finitions, abstract speculations and academic demonstrations. Involvement in
1life, which conforms to no preconceived ideas but constantly gives rise to ide~
as, courage to break with what is outmoded, generalization of the most recent
data on social practice, revision of principles, and determination of new causal
connections and new effects are the essentials for the viability of any social
theory. It is in this spirit that the CPR operates and the social sciences must
be taught in Romanian political and state education.

A number of fundamental points about socialist revolution and construction as
well as the characteristics of the present period have been defined in recent
years in the party political documents and Nicolae Ceausescu's works in a truly
revolutionary spirit and on the basis of study of the changing reality and crea-
tive application of the principles of scientific socialism. This effort of ide-
ological renovation is not only of theoretical importance, revitalizing Romanian
social-political thought, but also has a certain practical value leading to chan-
ges in the party's strategy and tactics themselves and in its approach to the
vital problems of social progress.

Freeing the Essential Concept from the Academic
I regard the well-known Marxist theory of the primary role of development of the

productive forces of society as the most important one in this respect., Karl
Marx' famous concept . of the production method, that essential concept of
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scientific socialism that contains the very key to understanding history as well
as the mechanism of social contradictions and the dlalectics of the succession
of orders and of progress, was treated in an abstract and academic way for a
long time and applied almost exclusively, although that was not expressly admit-
ted, to analysis of capitalism in order to reveal its antagonisms and to draw the
conclusion that it would inevitably die. The simplistic interpretation of the
theory, both in that light and in that of social evolution, led to well-known,
shall we say hasty formulations like "the world revolution,' "the downfall of
capitalism in the developed bourgeois countries first,""the eve of the proleta-
rian revolutions" etc. that led to both confusion and disillusionment. In corre-
lating the production relations and forces under socialism and the revolution,

it seemed that the concept lost in precision at least if not in validity and con-
sequently it was no longer mentioned in connection with practical reality or the
socioeconomic stage as an objective law of the new society but only as a teach-
ing device for those who were studying economics and scientific socialism.

The academic and abstract character of the concept of the production relations
and forces was eliminated in the CPR and given a specific content by relating it
to the Romanian realities. Actually, the relations were changed when the exploi-
ting classes were expropriated but the forces remained as before, that is under-
developed in Romania's case, The Ninth Party Congress determined the strategy
of creating another technical-material base of society as a main requirement for
consolidation of socialist gains, improvement of the Romanian living standard,
and transition to the fully developed socialist society. After nearly two de-
cades of enormous effort Romania is in the stage of a developing country, a fact
made publicly official to the astonighment of observers who may have been con-
vinced that it is sufficient for a state to expropriate the production means in
order to advance in all fields including the economy. Let it be said in passing
that such a misinterpretation most convincingly reflects the bad effect upon ide-
ological thought of ignoring the role of the productive forces in socialism.

The importance of the productive forces as the most dynamic factor in social de-
velopment was directly related by Nicolae Ceausescu to the solution of the peo-
ple's many vital problems and especially to enhancement of the masses' material
civilization, but also to social-political problems, including ideological ones,
in connection with the level of the technical-material base and the amount of
available resources and facilities. It is a clearly stated and basic principle
of the economic strategy that the people cannot consume more than they produce
and that the consumption fund grows with the national income. Both the progress
made in the socialist system in solving the masses' social problems and a number
of lags and difficulties that are still encountered can be understood in this
light. All that socialist society has so far succeeded in accomplishing for the
masses' material existence is due to the progress of the productive forces. Of
course against the background of the socialist relations and especially against
that background the shortfalls prove to be the results of the limitations and
under development of the productive forces. Nicolae Ceausescu has repeatedly
stated that paucity of material resources inevitably leads to a socialism of
poverty, which makes no sense either in thought or in fact.

The concept that declares it the main goal of socialism to meet the constantly

evolving needs and demands of man is based upon recognition of the telling role
of development and modernization of the productive forces. Social justice and

24




equality of living conditions in the various areas and regions depend upon the
productive forces policy. Harmonious distribution of the productive forces ena-
bles all citizens to enjoy the benefits of socialism, and it is also basic to
the correct solution of the nationalities problem and to economic and political
equality for the national minorities. Moreover in Nicolae Ceausescu's strategy
development of the productive forces is essential for equalizing Romania's deve-
lopment with that of the advanced socialist countries, closing the gap between
Romania and the developed industrial countries of the world, and attaining a me-
dium economic level in a first stage. World history and especially contemporary
history shows that a state can enrich itself by steadily improving its productive
forces, by plundering its own natural resources, or by looting foreign nations.
We know of empires that lived on plunder, but they became impoverished, weakened
and died because they made no effort to produce. On the other hand the colonial
powere who invested their stolen wealth and exploited it through their own peo-
ple's labor grew richer and richer. As for selling the national resources pro-
vided by nature, that can hide poverty only for a while and can postpone but not
prevent the outbreak of a crisis. The rich but undeveloped countries have no
prospects at all. The only lasting form of wealth is creation of better produce
tive forces by exploiting internal human and material resources, while the poor
and weak countries, now and forever, inevitably pay tribute in one way or another
to the rich and powerful countries and become dependent upon them economically,
politically and militarily. The productive forces are the factor that divides
the world today into the rich and poor, the privileged and the frustrated, and
even the rulers and the ruled with all the resulting consequences.

Theory of Harmony of Productive Capacities

The civilizing capacity of the productive forces depends upon the dialectical
harmony established among their components, namely the means of labor, the ob-
jects of labor, science and the labor force. When the technical backwardness of
the Romanian economy was persisting the party placed rapid change of the means
of labor and the production technology on the agenda back in 1965. But the poli-
cy and programs for all the other components of the productive forces were set

at the same time. The theory of harmony of the productive forces that Nicolae
Ceausescu developed is essential to both socialism and modern world progress.

For you may possess perfected and highly efficient technical resources at a gl=-
ven moment, but unless you keep up with the scientific revolution and make use
of its advances to make your technology more productive, you will soon find
yourself overtaken by the steamroller of progress. You may have both of those
factors, but unless you have secured some certain and sufficient sources for
the means of labor (At the last National Party Conference Nicolae Ceausescu no-
ted the contradictions between the productive potential and the supply of raw
materials and energy), neither technology nor science can be effective and a
number of production capacities will be immobilized. Contradictions may also
arigse between the labor force and the material, technical and scientific poten-
tial of the economy when the labor force is not adequately qualified, not used
and organized properly, or not sufficiently motivated.

In this connection we must not forget that the main labor force is the individu-

al, the one who activates the other elements and the whole socioeconomic mecha-
nism, the one who lends value to all things by his creative power. Sometimes
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in teaching and in propaganda as well the fact is overlooked that the productive

forces have an essential subjective component and require careful special treat-
ment both in themselves and in relation to the others. Therefore the role of the
labor force, its evolution and its good or bad effect upon society as the case
may be are not technical, strictly economic questions but very far-reaching ones
with innumerable economic, social and political facets,

Of course we cannot underestimate social and production relations, which can ac-
celerate development of the productive forces or retard them to the point of
stopping them altogether, according to Marx' theory. But the contradiction be-
tween the two aspects of the production method does not immediately lead either
to stagnation or to explosions or social upheavals, as it has been claimed at
times. Quite a few simplistic ideas about this are still current, such as the
view that the socialist countries have exhausted their power to develop their
production means and, on another subject, the theory that the developed capital-
ist countries are facing an imminent collapse. The socialist countries can se-
cure all-around, rapid social progress by improving their social and production
relations and pursuing a scientific poliey on all components of the productive
forces, while the capitalist countries are succeeding in stimulating and moderni-
zing their productive forces despite the profound injustice of their social re-
lations, which forces permit a living standard acceptable to the workers and are
proving capable of preventing a violent explosion of the social antagonisms, no
one knows for how long, or prolonging the "agony," to use a cant term, And as
Marx warned us, "A social unit never dies before all the productive forces have
been developed to which it gives sufficiently free rein, and new and better pro-
duction relations never appear before the material conditions for their exis-
tence have been prepared within the old society."

Material existence, heavily influenced by the level of the productive forces,
determines people's political and philosophical conceptions, the level of their
thought and awareness, and their social activity., In their turn the ideas and
awareness influence the productive forces and become a material force for revo-
lutionary social change if the economic bases lends them the necessary support.
Nicolae Ceausescu said that economic prosperity, progress of material production
and people's welfare are the chief guarantee of the lasting strength of the so-
cialist system, the masses' loyalty to the cause of socialism, and the power of
socialism to resist any outside pressures or dangers.

As a matter of fact worldwide socialist experience proves that the complete lo-
yalty of all social categories and all generations to the socialist program de-
pends upon the correct policy for developing the productive forces to reverse
their effects upon the people's material and cultural living standard. Social
upheavals that can assume national proportions as in Poland, for example, are
found to have their origin in underlyling economic causes, along with some ana-
chronisms in the ownership system or impairments of the distribution system and
political system. The economic mechanism in that case failed to produce the ex-
pected economic effects upon the masses, social labor was not adequately conver-
ted to social welfare, and beyond a certain point the production forces policy
operated in a vacuum with no contact with the people as direct beneficiaries of
their own productive activity. That is why the scientific, flexible, realistic
and effective character of the productive forces policy plays a critical part
in consolidating socialism and asserting its superiority, and that is how the
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predominant role of the productive forces figures in acieving the dialectical
unity of the two aspects of the production method, upon which the whole process
of socioeconomic development depends. Correct strategy and tactics for socia-
1ist and communist construction can be based upon interpretation of this dialec-
tic alone, for as Marx said, "The establishment of communism is essentially eco-
nomic in nature,"

Contradiction After a Long Superstitious Silence

Contradictions are another vital aspect of the evolution of socialist society
that has been creatively examined and explained by the CPR secretary general.
Without this chapter of historical and dialectical materialism and of scientific
socialism the social processes cannot. be explained nor can revolutionary prac-
tice be scientifically substantiated, yet it was neglected or evaded for a cer-
tain period. Recently the subject was taken up again in one form or another in
almost all the socialist technical literature,revealing the possibility of ana-
lyzing the facts of the new order objectively. The fact that the problem of con-
tradictions in socialism was passed over in silence for a long time may also be
explained by the erroneous identification of the concept with the abnormal, un-
healthy and vicious. The assertion of the founders of scientific socialism that
the law of opposites brings about social development in any order was forgotten,
and it was believed that acknowledging its operation in socialism implies ack-
nowledgment of the imperfection of socialism and the fact that it is subject to
a determinism that compelled all preceding orders to conflict with themselves
and with history., It was primarily the fear of admitting the possibility that
conflicts can arise in socialism that caused the a priori rejection of the the-
ory of contradictions. Nicolae Ceausescu has stressed the point in recent years
that the contradictions are objective factors in social existence and develop-
ment and must be studied and understood so that they may be used as.dynamic ele-
ments in the progress of socialism, for if the requirements of the law of oppo-
sites are met it expedites and facilitates progress, but if the social action
comes into conflict with that law it becomes a temporary source of disturbances
and upheavals. Therefore we proceed from the fact that that unity and conflict
of opposites are a universal law existing independently of men's will and that
it can also be destructive for a time unless its cause and effect are scientifi-
cally interpreted and taken into consideration. Tn socialism too, the contra-
dictions may degenerate into antagonistic conflicts if it is disregarded. That
is the ideas that the CPR secretary general did not hesitate to state flatly and
categorically when he broke a long and painful superstitious silence.

Proper understanding of the contradictions in socialism is vital to the general
evaluation of socialist society and of both its resources for progress and of
its objective limitations. Some western commentators, even those of commnist
persuasion, make exaggerated claims as to the ability and potential of socialism
to meet all human needs rapidly and completely. This is to some extent due to
the fact that they are still prisoners of the undialectical view of socialism.
Ignoring the existence of the contradictions, they inevitably reach the dogmatic
and idyllic definition of socialism as a society born perfect. Nicolae Ceauses-
cu also warned our propagandists of the danger of jdealizing the facts and los-
ing sight of the complexity of social phenomena. Disregard of the contradicti-
ons has had a number of bad effects upon the development of socialism in a num-
ber of countries. Some of them are political and others are economic, such as
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failure to meet the public's consumer needs, especially the dietary ones, inade-
quate solution of agricultural problems, etc.

The CPR proceeds from the optimistic assumption that the contradictions are not
insoluble in socialism. In the first place they are not antagonistic by the ve-
ry nature of soclalist society, but they can degenerate into malign forms only
where and when the principles of scientific socialism are violated and the objec-
tive realities are overlooked in preparing revolutionary strategy and tactics.
Moreover, what is most important, the contradictions or rather their bad effects
do not disappear automatically in socialist society but only through purposeful
action. There will be contradictions as long as social. classes and categories
with interests of their own exist, even if they are not antagonistic., Failure
to resolve the contradictions adversely affects society's material development,
but it also affects the individual and the masses and thereby becomes a politi-
cal problem. Historical experience in the arez of the world socialist system
has strikingly reflected the harmful political effects of neglecting contradic-
tions. The facts show that the theory must be definitely abandoned that socia-
lism can know no difficulties and that acquisition of power by the working class
automatically solves the problems and leads to implementation of socialist prin-
ciples. Socialism can also suffer economic crises, due both to the influences
‘of the world economy and to a wrong policy or disregard of the law of opposites.
Calling attention to the contradictions, the socioeconomic difficulties and the
right conclusions alerts society to the necessity of trying to eliminate the dif-
ficulties and encourages the revolutionary effort to solve the problems correct-
ly, while blinking at the contradictions and their effects generates indiffer-
ence, disarms public opinion and fosters a feeling of depression that has noth-
ing in common with socialism. For it is appropriate to repeat here that the
contradictions operate whether we are aware of them or not and whether we take
the action they indicate or whether we act arbitrarily. In the social field the
law of conflict of opposites inevitably leads to progress. The difference is
that a rational, scientific policy accelerates progress and obtains at a lower
prices, with advantages, while a subjectivist, short-sighted policy delays it

or obtains it with sufferings, disruptions, disturbances and upheavals that af-
fect people's lives and may temporarily compromise a noble cause.

The correct approach to the concept of contradiction in socialism must take the
form of an innovating revolutionary policy always intent upon the pressing de-
mands of life. Nicolae Ceausescu keeps pointing out the necessity of understand-
ing that socialism is not a triumphal march but a constant struggle with obsta-
cles, negative trends and all kinds of difficulties. That requires a clear and
purposeful attitude toward the social problems. In socialism criticism and
self-criticism throughout all society are a natural corollary of the law of op-
posites,

Accordingly the CPR secretary general also opposes the idea of socialist con-
struction in a slow, automatic evolution, pointing out that the revolutionary
struggle was not over when the revolution was won and power was acquired by the
working class, since the expropriators' expropriation was not an end in itself
but only a requirement for social justice and equality and for abundance. Con~
struction of the fully developed socialist society and transition to communism
call for great revolutionary changes in society and accordingly a keen militant
spirit serving the public good and advancement of the true socialist values
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while combatting any instances of social or moral degeneration and dissolution.
The entire historical process of socialism and communism is a constant social
struggle, of a different nature than revolution to be sure and using other means,
but also pursuing the goal of removing the obstacles from the path of social
progress. Therefore we are not promoting the theory of constant revolution but
the theory of constant progress, implying rejection of the status quo, and the
theory of change, excelling and self-excelling. As partisans of progress we do
not envisage stagnation or see a maximum in what has been accomplished, however
good it is. Furthermore we plan progress in stages, for the long run. We keep
striving for higher stages and attain them in conflict with inertia, complacency,
indifference, minimal resistance and conservatism. And that means preserving
the revolutionary spirit.

The CPR has pointed out that there are also contradictions in the relations
among the socialist countries and that they have at least two sources, one in
the problems that have accumulated in time, namely domination, oppression, ter-
ritorial amnexation, historical disputes etc., which the transition to socialism
does not eliminate over night, and the other in the appearance of differences of
opinion on the nature of socialist construction, the world's new problems and
the attempts of some to impose their will on others. The facts call for correc-
tion of the dogma that there are no conflicts among the socialist countries and
that socialism automatically eliminates national differences. Therefore it is
wrong to consider it a foregone conclusion that relations among the socialist
countries are always and automatically based upon the correct principles of sci-
entific socialism and that the problems that arise are ideally resolved in the
spirit of proletarian internationalism. Of course this is a goal, and a perma-
nent one, but it is not attained automatically. Persevering, principled and
forceful action must be taken if it is to be attained. This first requires re-
cognition and knowledge of the contradictions and their causes. Reality must
not be concealed or embellished but presented with its imperfections and never
in an ideal form. ‘

Nicolae Ceausescu has considerably expanded the field of investigation of contra-
dictions, going beyond the national borders and those of a social system and de-
termining a series of new and particularly dangerous antagonisms throughout the
world to which I shall refer later. This enriches the Romanian conceptions both
of the conflict of opposites and of contemporary affairs.

Intensity of the National Factor

The national problem and the role of the nation in socialism constitute another
vitally important field to which the CPR secretary general has made noteworthy
theoretical contributions, and in which some of the most varied ideas and inter-
ests are conflicting in the world. We are proceeding from the idea that so far
from any detraction from the importance of the nation, for objective reasons an
unprecedented development of its recle is taking place throughout human society
in the present historical stage. We are seeing the most widespread struggle
against the imperialist and neocolonial policy for abolition of the anachronist-
ic relations among states and their establishment on new and democratic princi-
ples of equality and mutual respect. In the countries of the so-called third
world, which contain most of the world's population, development and consolida-
tion of the nation are now essential to socioceconomic progress and the start of
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revolutionary democratic reforms. In the capitalist countries as well defense
of the national prerogatives of sovereignty and independence against the domina-
ting, expansionist and hegemonist attempts of imperialism is a vital political
objective around which the masses and the nations are rallying. The fight
against supernational bodies as forms of economic subordination of peoples and
their national interests has become widespread in our period. The intensity of
national feeling is also to be seen in the opposition to the policy of interfer-
ence in small gtates! affairs and, finally, in the resistance to the policy of
spheres of influence.

The nation has acquired a new character in the socialist countries, one in keep-
ing with the new production relations and the new historical laws, It is per-
forming an essential function in strengthening the people's unity and in galvan-
izing their creative powers for revolutionary social action. The policy on the
nation is an essential criterion for implementation of scientific socialism. It
is especially necessary to study the national problem in depth because ideas
about internationalism are still current of a kind that implies subordination of
the various nations!' particular interests to some general-abstract interests.
Historical experience has shown how important it is both to efficient socia-

1list construction in each country and to the advancement of correct relations of
real solidarity among the socialist countries to respect national sovereignty.
Defense of national sovereignty is more urgent in socialism because the socia-
list revolution gave the peoples true self-determination, and therefore the soci-
alist state is a real and direct representative of their will and major interests
as contrasted with the past, when it merely represented the ruling classes in the
minority of society. The question of the nation and observance of its sovereign
rights must also be examined in connection with the attempts to falsify the con-
cept of nationalism. As applied to the countries that take a firm stand in de-
fense of national independence, the term implies elements of political hegemon-
ism,

The General Apart From the Particular?

Nicolae Ceausescu has made an important contribution to clarification of the
long disputed question of the relationship between general and particular in the
theory and practice of socialism. Following the general principles of scienti-
fic socialism in revolutionary social reform is the theoretical premise of the
Commnist Party's strategy. The question is how the general principles are ap-
plied in keeping with the specific objective conditions, with the people's his-
torical traditions and national personality, and with their immediate and long-
range aspirations and interests. The general cannot be expressed apart from the
particular and exists only as embodied in the particular. An abstract general,
divorced from the specific, is meaningless. Any general idea is verified in
practice, and not once but every time it is to be embodied. In other words,

the principles are always being tested. Moreover they never emerge from contact
with practice 100 percent the same but are enriched, differentiated, modified
and particularized constantly. The value of the "general™ in the revolutionary
conception lies solely in its constantly receptive and dynamic character, sensi~
tive to changes and the world's current diversity, and in its reception of all
the world's experience in man's historical development and of the wisdom acquir-
ed over the centuries by human society in its struggle for material and cultural
progress. The waving of the banner of a purely general actually hides a
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disguised particular. The CPR has opposed and opposes any tendency to regard a
given particular experience as universally valid and obligatory, that is to con~
fuse the particular with the general. This applies alike to the experience of
any of the socialist countries and to that of the communist parties in the deve-
loped capitalist countries, who define their strategies for future transition to
socialism in terms of the particular historical facts. We do not accept the the-
ory of "real socialism" because we feel it limits the field of experience of so=-
cialism to a restricted number of countries that apply a certain model in more or
less the same way, and it lends credence to the conclusion that other experience
is in conflict witr the Marwvist-Leninist theory and consequently not valid, But
neither do we subscribe to the assertion that the socialism created in certain .
states has exhausted its resources for progress and its revolutionary momentum,
and therefore the new model of viable socialism that can lead humanity foreward
is to be sought in the data offered by developed capitalist society, the consu-
mer society. It would be obviously wrong to conceive of the socialism to be cre-
ated in the developed capitalist countries in the future in the form and likeness
£ that in more or less agrarian countries with a poor industry and feudal rem-
nants in agriculture and consequently with underdeveloped productive forces
and limited experience in parliamentary democracy. But it would be equally wrong
to picture all states' and pooples' future transition to socialism according to
the pattern of the new society outlined by the communist parties in the western
capitalist countries benefiting by privileged material conditions resulting from
long colonial domination and the centuries-long bourgeois political system. The
vast diversity of the developmental levels and particular conditions wherein the
peoples of the world are living today, ranging from the Scandinavian living stan-
dard, let us say, to societies that are still tribal, urgently demands a multipli-
cation of ways of transition to socialism and specific methods of forming the
new society, with every people and every country creating its own model of soci-
alism, if it can still be called a model, according to its own national realities.
Now more than ever the revolutionary future toward which mankind is striving re-
quires of the political organizations a correct interpretation, free of any dog-
mas, any servitude, and 2ny narrow strategic interests or ideological arrogance,
of the general-particular equation, upon which harmonious combination of the re-
quirements of the idea with those of practice depends. ‘

Democracy Is No Aesthetic Attribute

In the last two decades a new path had to be broken in the socialist world in
the area of democracy and a democratic political system and accordingly toward
improvement of the democratic bases of the Communist Party and the democratic
structure of the socialist state and toward institution of a general climate of
freedom and participation. The CPR secretary general demonstrated both the ne-
cessity and the possibility of enhancing democracy in the socialist system., De-
mocracy is not, shall we say, an aesthetic attribute of socialism or a kind of
luxury, but an objective law and a sine qua non for the success of the vast re-
volutionary effort to construct socialism and cormunism. Democracy of the soci-
alist kind was made possible by the new conditions created by the revolution,
namely expulsion of the exploiting classes from power, defeat and elimination of
the reactionary forces that were trying to restore the old regime, and the rise
of the working masses to a new political and cultural level enabling them to ex-
ercise the preroga‘ives conferred by a broadly popular political system. When
all classes of society are earning their living by their own labor and are
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united by common economic and social interests, no kind of restriction of the
democratic freedoms is justified, nor do the extension of rights and their exer-
cise by the entire population present any kind of danger to the security of the
socialist state,

Improvement of the role, functions and structure of the Communist Party as a po-
litical leader of society is basic to the Romanian conception of socialist demo-
cracy, The party's role in society is patterned on development and improvement
of the democratic forms of social management, while further expansion and im-
provement of the democratic socialist system depend in their turn on democratiza-
tion of the party, The party maintains and strengthens the people's confidence
by acting as a unified democratic body to create the broad democratic framework
for mass participation in social management,

 What form is taken by the process of democratizing the party, as it was repeated-
ly described by Nicolae Ceausescu, especially on the 60th anniversary of the CPR?
The party's leadership in society is not regarded today as an independently au-
thoritarian one, so to speak, above the classes and society but only in connec-
tion with the leadership of the working class. In the Romanian view, the party
does not lead in the name of the class but jointly with it, with all workers,

and with the entire people. This also defines the communists' mission in
democratic organization of the state, the public bodies and all society. There-
fore the communists must have greater responsibility in the democratic bodies'
activity for combining the people'!'s efforts and implementing the general policy
of socialist construction. It says in the CPR documents that the party's politi-
cal leadership does not consist of issuing orders but of its ability to convince
the democratic bodies and ensure their efficiency. This precisely defines the
long road traveled from the old concept of the party as an authoritarian an entity
based on methods of command of both the class to which it belongs and the other
friendly classes to its position as a motive force for democratic relations in
society and as a factor for convincing and thereby ideologically and politically
influencing the working class and the people to attain the goals of socialism in
full agreement and in keeping with the entire nation's most vital interests.

The new definition of the party's position and function in society is not to or-
der but to convince the democratic bodies and ensure their efficiency, a defini-
tion that radically changes the view of relations between the party and the peo-
ple and between the party and the task of socialist construction. In close con-
nection with this the principle is also confirmed that the communists have no
special rights or privileges in society and must be the first and most active
militants for observance of the laws and consequently the legal order and of so-
cialist legality and democracy.

In the second place, the democratic concept involves change of the state's func-
tions and structure. The present period demands development and improvement of
the collective management organs' role as an objective requirement, so that it
is a matter of democratizing the organizational forms of the state and society
in order to accomplish the desired participation., Workers self-management and
self-administration are the particular form of the concept of socialist democra-
cy in Romania, and they reflect the new relations and the position of the worke
ing class and the other workers vis-a-vis the production meams as owners, produ-
cers and beneficiaries. The party redefined relations between the people and
the state, pointing out that the people are the owners of socialist wealth and
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the state is the administrator who acts in their name and on their behalf. That
put an end to the confusion that reigned and may still reign [5137 concerning the
state's omnipotence as a wielder of economic power and as the new owner of the na-
tional wealth to whom the labor force, that is the people, must be teommitted" in
order to earn a living. The theory of the socialist state as "boss" and *"owner"
flagrantly conflicts with the principle that it is in the nature of the social-
ist revolution to transfer the production means from the hands of the exploiting
classes to the hands of the working class a8 well as the other productive classes
and the people as a whole. The party also redefined the relations between the
party and the state, pointing out that the state and the legislative and decisi-
on-making organs are supreme OIrgans of power by virtue of the power that the peo-
ple vest in them and actually exercise, Party leadership cannot replace the
state organs or detract from their great responsibilities, and it does not make
the party the prime factor and the state the secondary one. In other words the
state is no inferior category in the socialist order. On the contrary, the party
declares its obligations to entirely respect the laws promulgated by the organs
holding supreme power in the state in their spirit and to the letter. According-
1y the state is under the complete authority of the masses in a new social hier-
archy wherein the state organs are subordinate to the people, whose will governs
both the legal order and the national programs. . The reasons have been fully ex-
plained for permanently abandoning the concept of the dictatorship of the prole~
tariat and changing the definition of Romania to that of a state of revolutiona-
ry workers democracy. The new concept also suggests the fact that the state de-
mocracy is governed by the spirit of the most advanced and consistently revolu~-
tionary class of society, which has been the pivot of the revolution and is the
leading force for socialist construction., The socialist political literature
contains some contradictory discussions and anachronistic stands concerning the
definition of a socialist state and the terminology in use, and they can only
impair revolutionary theory and practice.

Components of the New Fumanism

The concept of the new quality of 1life in socialism and the idea of soclalist ci
vilization are of major interest to the socialist world, but also to the world
revolutionary movement and to thinkers everywhere. Accordingly Nicolae Ceauses~
cu emphasized the new humanism, in the sense of placing man in the center of all
creative material and cultural activity. The goals of humanism are well-being
(But by that I do not mean the economic parameters of socialist civilization),
social justice, unrestricted development of the human perscnality, and harmoni-
ous relations between the individual and society. Socialist humanism is defined
in at least two ways, on the one hand by relations among people, including rela~
tions of ownership and work, political relations, including everyone's right to
take a stand and participate effectively in the democratic system, and civic re-
lations, and on the other hand by the relationship between the individual and
society as socialist humanism establishes justice and equity and legislates all
individuals' economic, political, cultural and other rights, by every citizen's
purposeful assumption of responsibilities to society, and also by the state's
greatest solicitude for the citizen.

Socialist humanism includes social, philosophical and ethical components in addi-
tion to the material condition. The social component, determined by elimination
of class antagonisms and agreement of the basic interests of the new classes and
groups, calls for individual freedom and solidarity of the menbers of society at
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its two poles. Based upon each one's purposeful option and a common goal, soli-
darity takes the forms of equality, mutual aid and militantism. Realizing that
they are necessarily, voluntarily and equally dependent upon each other, people
work together to promote and develop values in which they are all interested
and from which they benefit in proportion to each one's ability and effort. So-
lidarity does not exclude criticism or even sanction when individual actions de-
viate from the collective, group interests or conflict with and impair them.

The philosophical component of socialist humanism requires a clear awareness of
the scale of human values beyond the collective, class or group instinct and
consequently an important aspect of the solidarity of the members of society
amounting to the capacity for conceptual identification of the good and bad in
their new social sense and for interpretation of the significance of human acts.
The philosophical component determines militantism on the level of the idea and
the struggle with the old in awareness and attitudes for consolidation of the
new system of representations, relations and ideological classifications basic
to the collective morality. And finally the ethical component, which is derived
from the philosophical one and also pertains to awareness and the system of
thought, guides civic behavior. It is reflected in the conscience of the indivi-
dual and externalized in a code of attitudes that lend uplift and nobility, that
is a new quality of the atmosphere that surrounds the daily life of all,

Nicolae Ceausescu's persevering appeal for mastery of the latest advances of
science and human knowledge is noteworthy in connection with the ideology and
awareness characteristic of soclalist humanism. That appeal is intended not on-
1y to broaden people's cultural horizon and enrich their information but, beyond
that, to close some basic gaps in their ideological education. Because of an
anachronistic conception and some mechanical teaching methods, some courses con-
vey the impression that historical and dialectical materialism is divided into
two distinct components, namely dialectical materialism as a philosophy of na-
ture and historical materialism as an application of dialectical materialism to
society. This would lead to the conclusion that the proletariat's philosophy
originated solely in observation of natural phenomena and was introduced into
the social area from outside, when everyone knows that the motive of Marx' phi-
losophical procedure was, as he himself said, the shift from interpreting to
changing the world, that is society. This dichotomy appears to be one of the
factors preventing historical and dialectical materialism from utilizing the
great advances of the positive sciences in social analysis, from projecting man
upon the background of the new knowledge, and from philosophically substantiat-
ing the standards of revolutionary humanism in the light of the influence of the
information explosion. To say nothing of the fact that it does not always keep
up with the pace of contemporary society or with the dialectics of the great re-
volutionary changes in the world, while between the two aspects of our philoso-
phy arbitrarily divided into courses the risk arises of losing sight of the dia-
lectics of thought, a component part of revolutionary humanism, and in the gap
left by it the danger arises of inserting some forms either of idealist philoso-
phy or of wulgar materialism, or of some rudimentary attitudes devoid of any co-
herent conception of the world and life., Mastery of the modern sciences and the
new advances in the study of nature and society are accordingly indispensable to
enrichment of our philosophy, lending it the strength to consolidate the masses!
materialist convictions, to enhance their militantism, to undermine the old po-
sitions in thought, and to impart a true revolutionary~humanist education.
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Is This Period Confined to One Kind of Contradictions?

The CPR in the person of Nicolae Ceausescu has contributed many new elements to
the description of the present period. In that connection, even today simplistic
formulations are current in the world that reduce the contradictions and revolu-
tionary processes to a single feature, namely the transition from capitalism to
socialism. The entire reality is confined to only one kind of contradictions,
namely class ones, partly between the traditional antagonistic poles, the bour-
geoisie and the proletariat, and partly between the socialist and capitalist
systems. This one-sided view is also due to dogmatic absolutizing of the old
formulation to the effect that the history of socleties is the history of the
class struggle,and it eventually led to elimination of the national factor from
the scene of historical development and to neglect of the dialectical unity be-
tween the social and the national, the relations among states, ihe appearance

and disappearance of empires, and the struggle against foreign subjugation that
rung throughout mankind's millenary existence. On that basis it was also assert-
ed that "Proletarians have no fatherland," with its evil corollary of neglect by
some commnist parties of their own peoples' national interests, In correcting
the serious lapses in thils reasoning, the CPR documents point out that the
struggle against social exploitation and national oppression, the two permanent
aspects of historical injustice, dis the motive force of human progress.

Of course the present period is not governed either by any one unity of oppo-
sites, but by a series of contradictions interacting in a vast complex that con-
fronts the revolutionary, progressive forces with entirely new problems in deter~
mining their strategy and tactics. Alongside the class struggle between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie and the antagonism between socialism and capital-
ism, the nations are struggling to consolidate and defend their independence
against the policies of imperialist domination, interference in internal affairs,
maintenance and consolidation of spheres of influence, and hegemony. The con-
frontation between the policies of domination and independence is not only im-
possible to underrate but is also becoming crucial because it involves the whole
commnity of nations. Accordingly the CPR has made an analysis of its own, em-
phasizing points overlooked in the heat of the polemics between the two social
systems. Moreover Nicolae Ceausescu has noted attempts at domination as a more
general characteristic of current international affairs, true of various circles.
The international upheavals are also due to opposition to the tendency to shift
the balance of power established after World War II and to create a new one
based upon a greater diversity of power centers that would enable the third
world, the small and medium countries, and the unaligned movement to play their
proper role., And there is also opposition to the effort to replace the very
precarious balance based upon military blocs with relations of confidence and
collaboration among states. This also explains Romania's stand of not feeling
obligated to be automatically identified with a bloc policy of conflict and dis-
cord, and of consistently promoting a rational, constructive policy solely serv-
ing detente and peace.

Observation of the course of international affairs leads to the conclusion that
the policy of domination and reallotment of spheres of influence has two aims,
one to promote political interests by economic means, and the other to resort to
force of arms to impose economic and political interests. The latter is the
chief danger at the moment.
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Furthermore, the class contradictions are inseparable from the increasingly deep,
violent and protracted antagonism between the rich and poor countries, Most of
the world's population is seriously injured by the inequitable distribution of
wealth and the unequal economic and political relations perpetuated in the world
arena. In the CPR's view this contradiction is so intense that it sometimes be-
comes paramount in the social-political confrontations in the world of today.

In this connection, the question of attitudes toward the new international econo-
mic order is becoming acute., In some views the countries that had colonies
should be concerned with this problem, since the other are in no way obligated
to help eliminate underdevelopment and the partition of the world into rich and
poor. It has even been maintained that this partition is a reactionary idea
capable of placing socialism and capitalism on the same plane and opposing the
socialism of the third world. The CPR regards elimination of underdevelopment
and formation of a new international economic order as the direct continuation
of the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and exploitation and oppression
of some peoples by others, and a direct continuation of the class struggle be-
tween rich and poor on the world scale, But aside from this essential political
aspect, it must be said that the world economic crisis can be resolved only in a
context of the socloeconomic progress of all countries of the world and the de-
velopment of the entire community of nations un the path of modern civilization.
Accelerated socioceconomic development of the third-world countries and formation
of the new international economic order would place those countries! vast resour-
ces in intermational circulation and incorporete most of the world!'s population
as consumers and producers of material goods and civilization in the internatio-
nal cycle of production and consumption.

Some foreign works maintain that the new world economic order has just one chance
of success, namely the elimination of capitalism, which styles itself the only
correct approach to the problem, the true class one. But they overlook the fact
that this reasoning inevitably leads to an insoluble dilemma: Either we condemn
the poor couniries to continued poverty until capitalism disappears, or we admit
that the problem is so acute that it can no longer be put off, and then we con-
vey the impression that we are somehow suggesting that the capitalist system
should be suppressed from outside. Therefore we either abandon the position of
revolutionary, class support of the poor, wronged and dominated countries or we
alter the principle of peaceful coexistence among countries with different soci-
al systems at a time when the whole structure of world security is based upon
its logic. Romania's conception of the new order relies upon the interest of all
states regardless of social systems in preventing aggravation of the world cri-
sis and mitigating its destructive effects, and also upon the ability of the
vast forces for progress to restrain the imperialist neocolonial policy and to
lend a new and more equitable course to international economic and political
relations. '

Nicolae Ceausescu says that in defining the present period we must also bear the
fact in mind that there is a new and profound interdependence in the internatio-
nal division of labor among countries with different economies and social sys-
tems. The socialist countries' economies form an integral part of the world eco-
nomy, and the problems that arise in the latter, including the economic crisis,
also affect them in one way or another. The socialist system cannot be separat-
ed from the world economy or the international division of labor. The theory of
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the socialist market's independence of the capitalist market is a pure invention
which is unfortunately still reflected in some textbooks. The socialist economy
must be regarded as interdependent and interacting with the capitalist economy
and with that of the third world as well in the context of the world economy.
Meanwhile any realistic account of the situation must stress the fact that the
developed capitalist countries still play an important part in the world economy
despite the very bad effects of the crisis, and therefore it is necessary to de-
velop collaboration with them. The world economic crisis cannot be resolved by
either side in isolation but only by their combined efforts.

Romania's conception of the nature of the present period also includes its prin-
cipled stand on the third-world countries as an inseparable component of the in-
ternational anti-imperialist front. Seeing in the third world a prime factor in
the struggle for democratic international relations and new principles of equali-~
ty and mutual respect among nations, the CPR rejects the division of the develop-
ing countries into progressive and unprogressive countries according to options
expressed by their representatives concerning their future orientation toward so-
cialism or according to the spheres of influence to which they belong at a given
moment, The main objective of these states in the present stage is to develop
their productive forces as a basis for socioeconomic progress and for progres-
sive revolutionary reforms as well, These states are now in various stages of
development. Some of them, especially in Africa, have just become independent
nations, establishing or consolidating their independent national states. A re-
volutionary poliecy calls for strengthened solidarity with these countries and
support to them for complete elimination of imperialist and neocolonial domina-
tion and for independent development as an essential for firm options to take

the noncapitalist route and to prepare for the advance to socialism, This policy
must be promoted both by the socialist countries and by the international commu-
nist and workers movement, and especially by the working class parties in the de~
veloped capitalist countries.

Accordingly there are a number of reasons why our period can no longer be defined
merely as transitional from capitalism to socialism but, as Nicolae Ceausescu has
demonstrated, it is also a period of the peoples' struggle for liberation in de-
fense of their national existence, sovereignty and independence against the poli-
cy of imperialist neocolonial domination and a period of struggle to eliminate
underdevelopment and division of the world into rich and poor and for a new world
economic order, and of struggle against the policy of force and threat of force,
allotment of spheres of influence and interference in internal affairs and for
establishment of international relations on new principles.

Threat of Nuclear War Changes the Criteria

And finally, for a complete and comprehensive description of the present period
it would also be necessary to consider its definition as a period of nuclear ar-
maments and the threat of nuclear war. In analyzing fully and in depth the poli-
cy of nuclear armament and its serious consequences for the whole international
climate, the CPR secretary general described the present period as the most seri-
ous and dangerous one in mankind's history and emphasized the overwvhelming role
of this element of the picture of the contemporary period. He pointed out that
overcoming this end-condition, the danger of outbreak of nuclear war, requires
review of the criteria for evaluating the problems of the period. The evaluati-
on must begin with the premise that there will be no winners but only losers in
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a nuclear war, and that such a war's destruction will not be limited to any
gstate, any social class, or any political party, It will suddenly strike all hu-
manity and threaten the human species itself, and all social systems and the bea-
rers of all ideologies will burn in its flames indicriminately, so that regard-
less of who starts it, it will be a war of suicidal assassins., In a nuclear war
the criteria of class struggle, social system and ideology lose all significance
and become inoperative entirely. It is a completely new problem for mankind.

The contemporary world is called upon to prevent nuclear war above and beyond
class distinctions, social systems and ideologies, the chief problem being to
unite all to eliminate the causes of the nuclear danger and nuclear weaponse.
Accordingly the claim that the mass movement for peace in the West has taken
clearly class positions is not only absurd but also a factor for its dissolution
and an obstacle to its broadest possible unity. The view that atomic bombs can
be considered those of death or of life depending upon the social system to which
they belong is still current in the international propaganda arsenal, however
frightening it may be. When there is a vast potential for nuclear we pons, nu-
clear armament can no longer be considered necessary by one side or another.
Continuing the spiral of nuclear armament cannot be justified for any reason,
nelther for one's own security nor for the sake of world peace, Conveying the
idea of security as a political smokescreen for the nuclear armaments race only
misleads public opinion. Intensification of the armaments race not only fails
to enhance security but rapidly and progressively lowers it to zero, so that the
argument only misleads the peoples to the effect that they can defend them-elves
from a nuclear attack whereas actually there are no means of defense, Conceal-
ing the imminent disaster from the peoples in case of a nuclear war, as well as
the fact that no interests of any kind can be served any longer by it, is some-
thing difficult to describe. Romania's position is that the chief possessors of
the world nuclear potential have no right to deal with this crucial problem with-
out consulting the opinions of the other states and peoples. The nuclear era ex-
cludes strictly bilateral policies and the right of the so-called "atomic club"
to decide the fate of world peace, At present the problems of nuclear armament
or disarmament should be openly discussed by the whole commnity of nations of
the world, whether or not they have nuclear weapons, because all humanity will
suffer the tragic consequences wherever such a war breaks out or between whom it
is waged,

It is far from my intention to exhaust the rage of theories for which the CPR
and its secretary general have made theoretical supplements, in-depth studies
and rencvations of substance. And other subjects would also open up interesting
prospects for discussion such, for example, as the relatlonship between existence
and awareness and between the objective and subjective in socialism, the dialec-
tics of the transformation of quantitative accumulations to a new and better
quality in the revolutionary process, the relationships between ideology and eco-
nomics, between ideology and politics, and between politics and culture, the face
of the fully developed socialist society, anticipation of some features of com-
munism, and so many ouhers, What I should like to add is merely that it is the
duty of the sccial disciplines in education to clear their own ground of refuse,
which unfortunately still persists ‘at points, and that too not in a cursory way
by adding a sentence or a suitable quotation to a chapter that is outmoded in
substance, but by rebuilding the whole in the light of the advances in party ide-
ology and using all the bricks of revolutionary dialectics for every theoretical
structure., And finally, it should be noted that the party secretary general re-
quires the corps of teachers and researchers in the social sclences not just to
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passively consider the baggage of ideas and theories in documents but to militate
for their further development and. enrichment, to improve the theoretical heritage,
to enhance the material power of the idea in socialist construction, and to pre- .
pare the young generations to enable them to to find rational and correct answers
to the endless problems of the social practice of today and tomorrow.
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STOJANOVIC CALLS FOR ADHERENCE TO DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM
Sarajevo OSLOBODJENJE in Serbo-Croatian 21 Apr 84 p 10

[Interview with Nikola Stojanovic, secretary of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the LCY, by Joza Druker: "Who Has Forgotten Democratic Centralism
and Why']

[Text] = On the occasion of his recent stay in our republic, the
secretary of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the LCY
Nikola Stojanovic conversed at length with journalists and
editors of OSLOBODJENJE on the current ideological and politi-
cal problems and tasks of communists in carrying out the Long-
Range Program of Economic Stabilization. In this interview
for OSLOBODJENJE, prepared by the editor of our Belgrade
correspondents’ bureau, Joza Druker, Nikola Stojanovic first
responded to this question:

[Question] At the 12th and most recent meeting of the Central Committee of the
LCY, it was said that we have still not progressed very far from supporting
the implementation of the Long-Range Program of Economic Stabilization ver—
bally and in principle, especially when it comes to radical changes in
development strategy, in economic management, respect for economic laws and
market criteria, in relationships to work, social resources, consumption.

How would you explain this lag?

[Answer] The appraisal is accurate. I would warn, however, that one should

not equate it with opinions that the program of economic stabilization is on the
whole not being implemented, or that nothing has been done. There are many
places which have been implemented beyond merely talking about this document,
although there are also those which have not.

However, we must say that we have still not gone deeply and decisively into

the processes of essential changes. The myth that we need only work a little
better and a little more--and there are conceptions like this--is very harm-

ful and paralyzing. Of course we can work better and harder, and we must make
this change with respect to work, but we are still not solving the problem of
stabilization in any sort of radical way. Implementing the Long-Range Program
of Economic Stabilization demands many fundamental changes--we must alter much
of our own personal awareness and behavior, our understanding of economics,

our relationship to work, etc. Experience convinces us more and more that we
are weakest here and that it is difficult for us to break out of our old inertia.
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Development of Self-Management--First Matter of Concern

[Question] Does this mean that we will have to be more decisive in freeing
ourselves of some of our mistakes and jillusions?

[Answer] All sorts of things have set in as negative phenomena accompanying
inflation and destabilization. We look at the principle of equality in a dis-
torted way, the leveling of salaries appears as a consequence. Some have
felt, it has become profitable for them, that one can live and make money at
the expense of the whole; here we have what we might call "fishing in troubled
waters," we have people casting blame on someone else, even the erroneous

idea of socialism as a society without conflict. It is a big mistake, and a
harmful one, to think that today we can reduce consumption within realistic
limits in our country, or that the work of no institution is endangered, that
the number employed in administration is not being decreased.

The greatest mistake, however, is made when it is thought that strengthening

the material position of associated labor is something that should be left for
better times. Or the consciousness and illusion that the direction of the sub-
jective forces, by itself alone, can solve social problems, while the laws of
social development are ignored; that everything depends only on the will of the
people, that everything can easily take place in a revolution if only the

people want it, We must change all of these conceptions if we want to achieve
the tasks we have set before ourselves at the 12th LCY Congress and in the Long-
Range Program of Economic Stabilization. Otherwise, we will find ourselves

in a situation with still greater and more complex contradictions.

Because of all this, we must turn resolutely in the direction of self-manage-
ment democracy, to that which more specifically means workers', class-
oriented self-management. This process, this motor, must gain its own acceler-
ation in a meaningful way, because without this we will not be able to elimin-
ate the essential causes which have led to this unfavorable situation. The
most important tasks in this regard devalue, in my opinion, on the LCY, which
has not directly concerned itself enough with these questions. The LCY must
concern itself much more with the development of self-management social rela-
tions, with the democratization of relations in society on the basis of self-
management, with the ideological and operative preparation of members for the
struggle the goal of which is to make further progress in achieving the vision
of development which is based on the Program of the LCY, the constitution, and
Communities [ZUR]? of Associated Labor, and on the Long-Range Program of Eco-
nomic Stabilization. In this way it will best contribute on a regular basis
in providing answers to the questions which life imposes on us. Only the LCY
can mobilize the creative forces of the working class and the entire popula-
tion, with the influence of communists together with the working class and
working people, on the problems in the institutions of the system, because

in this way the battle for stabilization becomes the real, vital concern of
every working person and citizen.

Stabilization Will not Tolerate Encapsulation

[Question] Are we doing this? We are thinking above all of the LCY.
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[Answer] There are, of course, many examples, because both where we are and
what we have done under these complex conditions are the result of the con-
sciousness and the efforts of the working class and the working people. It

did not come only in and of itself. Where the subjective forces have been
influential in the correct manner in this direction, the results have been
much better, and even the problems which arise are solved faster and on a more
long-term basis. It is apparent that, considered on the whole, the LCY must
influence and contribute to a much greater extent and be more decisive in this
direction in order to reconcile its role as the vanguard force of the working
class with the present historical moment in the struggle for socialist self-
management, in order for it to be at the level of the historical moment. The
next plenum of the Central Committee of the LCY will be concerned with these
questions.

[Question] We know that interests are often contradictory. Where does one
place onself, and how does one act in this regard?

[Answer] Naturally, this is determined by the logic of circumstances. 1In
spite of this, differences in interests in carrying out the program are dis-
tinct and because of this the program of stabilization demands a change of
position on the part of many people. It does not tolerate the maintenance of
many relationships outgrown from the point of view of development, relation-
ships which are spasmodically defended in many circles; it does not endure
encapsulation of any kind. Opposed to stabilization in various ways are
those whose economic position is independent of the principle of distribution
according to work, and who are better off than others. Those with this
consciousness, and all those whose social power is being reduced to the advan-
tage of the power of the working class and working people, will resist the pro-
gram,

Since the problems we encounter in society are always the problems of the party
itself, it means that at the same time we must carry out the battle within

the party itself for its ideological and operational preparation for work in
carrying out the system; it means that we mobilize everything and direct it
towards realizing the program of economic stabilization. This is the only way
one can work out a self-management synthesis, a synthesis of communal inter-
est--proceeding from diverse interests which are present naturally by means of
a pluralism of self-management interests——and strengthen the productive might
and total creative power of our peoples and nationalities-—-of the Yugoslav
socialist self-management commonwealth.

Moreover, the problem does not lie in the existence of different interests but
in the efficiency and readiness of all organized subjective forces to recon-
cile these interests in a self-management way, to transform them by means of
common interest into the driving force of further development for our socie