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NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA

RENMIN RIBAO ARTICLE ON BEGIN'S RESIGNATION
HK011258 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 1 Sep 83 p 6

[Article by RENMIN RIBAO reporter Chen Jichang |7115 4480 2490]:  "Why Does
Begin Want To Resign?"]

[Text] On 28 August, Israeli Prime Minister Begin announced at a cabinet
meeting that he wanted to resign from his post of prime minister. This has
caused alarm and confusion among Israel's political circles. Begin asserted
that his resignation was for "personal reasons." However, the Israeli

radio station has made a relatively frank revelation: "The puzzling political
situation, the collapsing economic situation, and deep differences among
cabinet ministers are reasons for Begin's resignation."

Since he took office in May 1977, Begin has pursued a foreign policy of
undisguised aggression. While he has been in office, Israel has intensified
its colonialist policy regarding the occupied Arab territories, completed
its steps in annexing Syria's Golan Heights, staged an air raid against
Iraq's nuclear installations, repeatedly invaded the southern part of
Lebanon, and attacked the Palestinian guerrillas and refugee camps. In
June of last year in particular, the Begin authorities staged a large-scale
offensive against Lebanon and unreasonably occupied half of Lebanon. Also,
in September of last year, the Begin authorities initiated the massacres
in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps, which shocked the whole world. On
17 May this year, with the United States acting as a go-between, Lebanon
and Israel signed an agreement on troop withdrawal. However, to date, the
Begin authorities have refused to withdraw their troops and the Lebanese-
Israeli agreement cannot be implemented.

Recently, the Begin authorities decided to "redeploy" their troops in
Lebanon with a view to setting up a 40-square-kilometer '"safety zone' and
creating a situation in which a separatist regime is set up in Lebanon for

a long time to come. The Begin authorities' policy of aggression and expan-
sion has met with strong denunciation and opposition by the Lebanese people
and the people of the whole world. It also has evoked strong opposition by
the Israeli people. According to incomplete statistics, there have been
over 3,000 casualties among the Israeli officers and soldiers on battlefields
in Lebanon. With increasingly more frequent attacks by the Arab armed
forces, casualties occur among the Israeli officers and soldiers almost
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every day. Israeli newspapers bewail that Lebanon is "an erupting volcano"
for the Israeli soldiers and "an abyss of tears" for their relatives. Since
war broke out in Lebanon in particular, the Israeli people have held mammoth
demonstrations on many occasions demanding the withdrawal of Israeli troops
from Lebanon and the resignation of the Begin administration. Public
opinion in Israel has cried out in alarm that the war in Lebanon has placed
Begin in a "tempestuous political storm of the Israeli people."

The economic crisis in Israel is another tough problem that Begin should
wrestle with., The huge military expenditure in the war of aggression in
Lebanon and the failure of economic policy have led Israel's economy to the
path of bankruptcy. Economists of the country admit that 1982 was the
worst year for Israel's economy, and such a situation is still aggravating.
Economic recession and inflation, like a tow-headed devil, are wandering

in Israel." An economic report by the Israeli Government reads that its
inflation rate in 1982 was 135.5 percent and the national economy stagnated.
Since Begin assumed power, the total amount of Israel's external debt has
doubled, ranking the country first in the world in terms of population

size; deficits in trade have been increasingly piling up; and currency has
been losing its value unceasingly, thus miring the country in great finan-
cial trouble. The deputy director of Israel's central bank points out:

"The economy is now being propped up by means of debts. If foreign countries
suspend their loans, Israel can hardly exist because this will strike a
deadly blow to its economy.”

Acute social contradictions is another reason that has made Begin come to
grief. Struggles between labor and capital in Israel have been rising one
after another and have been going on continually. As a result of the policy
of racial discrimination pursued by the Begin authorities, violent conflicts
between the Jews and the Arabs have been escalating. These acute social
contradictions have aggravated the crisis within the ruling cliques. The
scramble for power and profit between the ruling parties of the Likud and
the opposition Labor Party has become more tense. Taking advantage of the
predicament with which the Begin authorities are beset at home and abroad,
the Labor Party has time and again tabled non-confidence motions against

the Begin government this year. The Begin government is now under greater
and greater challenge from the opposition party. The Likud itself is also
muttering growing discontent against Begin for his questionable internal

and external policies. Not long ago, when arguing the question of estab-
lishing an investigation committee for the war in Lebanon and discussing
Israel's financial budget for 1984, fierce wrangling arose among cabinet
ministers and among different parties of the Likud. Some parties threatened
to withdraw from the coalition govermment. This shows that dissension and
discord within the Likud are active. '

Under such circumstances, Begin had to admit: "He [as published] is unable
to exercise his functions and powers as a responsible person should do."
Begin's request for resignation cannot but prove that the unpopular internal
and external policies followed by the Israeli Govermment have failed and
that this is the inevitable outcome of Begin's perverse acts.,

CSO: 4005/1132




NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA

MIDDLE EAST, PEACE, ARAB RIGHTS DISCUSSED
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 14 Aug 83 p 5

[Interview with Huang Hua, Vice Chairman of the Permanent Committee of the
National People's Congress by Inji Rushdi; in Beijing: "Huang Hua Tells AL-AHRAM,
'In the Middle East We Support Peace and Arab Rights' "]

[Text] The truth about China's positions on the international
scene on normalization of relations with the Soviets, develop-
ment of relations with the United States and an understanding

with Japan.

I knew him when he was China's ambassador to Egypt from 1966 to 1969..Then he
went back to his country and was appointed minister of foreign affairs. Then he
was appointed deputy prime minister and then vice chairman of the Permanent Com-
mittee in the National People's Congress. This is the committee that is charged
with monitoring the government's execution of laws issued by China's parliament.
The committee is also charged with the task of strengthening relations between
the executive and legislative branches of government.

My meeting with Huang Hua took place in the beautiful reception room in the large
building that houses the People's Congress.

Although he was intent on talking in Chinese, Huang Hua did in some instances
correct the English translation that was provided by the interpreter. He did so
with the subtlety of a discreet diplomat, politician and ideologue.

Although he is over 70 years old, Huang Hua is like an old warrior or an old vete-
ran: he is still working and he is still active. There is a problem in China that
the Chinese were able to solve in a very intelligent manner. In order to give
young people as well as people in all kinds of second and third grade management
positions an opportunity, the Chinese decided that there be an age for retirement
when an individual would leave his work to another. At the same time the Chinese
were judicious in holding on to the expertise and the valuable old experiences of
those who had shouldered the responsibility of liberating and building China. In
order not to waste these energies, they set up for the retirees advisory com-
mittees, legislative positions and positions in the press to put the energies of
those old veterans to full use by all means and methods.

The meeting with Huang Hua was a lengthy one, and the conversation was




unequivocal and light-hearted. Huang Hua defined the features of China's foreign
policy and its numerous interrelated relations. Of course, foremost attention was

given to China's relations with Egypt.

The aged politician had this to say about Egypt and China: "Egypt and China are
ancient and old countries that are still influential on the international scene.
Past experience between the two countries indicates that cooperation for 30 years
has been positive even though there were periods when relations were cool and
other periods when they were strong. However, the final outcome affirms that the
relationship between our two countries is one of resistance, development and
assistance. On the international scene, most of our positions were close because
we follow a common policy of struggle.

"Perhaps the most eloquent example of that is our stance on Israel. We support
the Palestinian people; we support the Palestinians regaining their territory;
and we support their return to their homeland and their right to have an indepen-
dent state.

"As far as China is concerned, Egypt's important role is undeniable in supporting
China's efforts to gain her legitimate place in the Security Council and become a
member of the United Nations Organization. .

"Chou en Lai had visited Egypt often. He had a special relationship with Jamal
'Abd-al-Nasir since [their meeting in] Bandung. Cooperation between our countries
began then. This cooperation manifested itself in the successful visit that Presi-
dent Husni Mubarak made recently to China. This was preceded by other successful
visits he made when he was vice president.

"We hope that cultural relations between our two countries will develop [further]
in the context of the effort to build our two countries. We hope we will work
together and help each other against domination and control and for peace. On the
international scene we will continue our excellent [efforts for] constructive
cooperation.”

After a brief pause Huang Hua went on to add, 'Today we are worried about condi-
tions in the Middle East, which is the most explosive area in the world, even
though there are other explosive areas in the world.

"In the past Israel's expansion was tragic. Its continued expansion [today] is
causing tension and instability. Israel's position is unreasonable because it
threatens peace and stability in the world. In my opinion the roots of that situa-
tion go back to the competition between the superpowers over this region.

"The international community has to look into this problem in an international
context. Before that, however, Arab nations have to unite and Palestinian forces
have to unite. This is the basis for ending the state of instability in the
region.

"We are also worried about the situation in Lebanon, which is still unstable,
and we are also worried about the internal situation in the PLO and the armed
struggle within the organization.

"We hope our Arab friends will bring an end to the situation in the Middle East
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and will force Israel to withdraw from Lebanon and respect the stability and
unity of Lebanon.

"I think that the struggle of the Palestinian people for the liberation of their
country is a long and complicated struggle, and I agree that the basis for a solu-
tion lies in unity among the Arabs.

"Despite our worries, however, we must not lose confidence in an ultimate solu-
tion. At any rate the competition between the superpowers and Israel's expansion
are affecting the sovereignty of the Arabs, and that includes Palestinians. Arabs
and Palestinians are working for the same common goal. They are headed toward the
same future in a confrontation with the same enemy.'

The Chinese people will continue their vigorous support for the Arab and
Palestinian peoples. When one is in Beijing in the company of a Chinese official,
who is responsible for China's foreign and domestic policies, one cannot ignore
the matter of China's relations with the Soviet Uniomn.

When I brought up the subject, Huang Hua thought for a moment and then said, '"The
relationship with the Soviets may be summarized as follows:

"Meetings between us have been resumed. At first there was a meeting for deputy
foreign ministers. That was a quiet meeting, but the normalization that was
required was not achieved. There are basic differences between us that require
further discussions so that the road ahead can be examined.

"Both sides have agreed that the meetings should be resumed during the second
half of this year. The Chinese side thinks that normalization of relations with
the Soviets requires that the Soviets try to remove the obstacles that are
impeding normalization, such as the situation in Vietnam, Kampuchea and
Afghanistan and the war on the Sino-Mongolian borders. All this is threatening
China's security and stability, in the region. We hope the Soviets will try to
remove these obstacles to normalization which still exist. Since 1949 the rela-
tionship between us and the Soviet Union has been based on five principles that
have not changed. They are: respect for sovereignty, respect for territory, non-
intervention, non-aggression, and equality and peaceful coexistence."

After a moment of silence, Huang Hua added, "Relations with the Soviet Union may
be normalized, but they cannot ever go back to what they were in the fifties.

"At the present time the two countries have a limited cultural and commercial
exchange [program]. That exchange [program] may be developed, but unless

obstacles to normalization are removed, it will be impossible to imagine the exis-
tence of a normal relationship of any significance between the two countries. No
matter what the relationship is between the rulers, the Chinese people like the
Soviet people, and they will continue to adopt a friendly stance toward the
Soviets."

It is self-evident that talking about relations with the United States would
follow a discussion of Sino-Soviet relations. China is the third and the most
recent superpower, and it is almost the primary stabilizing factor between the
twWwo SUperpowers.




Huang Hua said, "Diplomatic relations were established with the United States

in 1978. Ever since then economic and cultural relations have developed, and this
strengthens peace and stability. We attach a great deal of importance to our rela-
tions with the United States, but Taiwan has always been an obstacle to those
relations. The problem is that it was the United States that violated the agree-
ment we made when we exchanged diplomatic relations. We agreed that the People's
Republic was the only representative of the Chinese people and that Taiwan was
part of Chinese territory. It seems there is a tendency in the United States that
is interested in keeping Taiwan an independent unit. However, unless the problem
of this island is solved, our relations with the United States will remain
limited, and there will be differences over this relationship.

"The Chinese people are determined to be united with Taiwan. No power will stand
in our way. In the near future we will exchange visits with Washington: the U.S.
secretary of defense will visit China, and our minister of foreign affairs will

visit the United States. It is certain that Taiwan will be one of the main sub-

jects of discussion."

Relations with Japan would be the third obvious subject to be raised in any
political interview with a Chinese official.

Huang Hua said, "A small number of Japanese support a militaristic spirit, and
politicians in Japan must realize that fact. Japan admitted that its war against
China in 1937 was a war of aggression against the territory and people of China.
We hope the Chinese and Japanese people will be vigilant regarding the return of
a spirit of militarism in Japan.

"But let me add that the relationship between our peoples has been a good rela-
tionship, particularly since World War IIL. We are always advocating the continua-
tion of this good relationship."

Since China considers itself in fact part of the Third World, I had to ask Huang
Hua about China's position toward national liberation movements in the Third
World.

Huang Hua said, "Ever since its establishment the Republic of China has refused
to yield to or depend on any foreign power. China is a developing socialist
country; it is one of the countries of the Third World. It attaches considerable
importance to the development of its relations with Third World countries.

"Despite its economic successes China is still a poor country. It is 106th in
the world as far as average per capita income is concerned.

"In the past we did what we could do within our means to help liberation move-
ments. China cannot meet all the needs of these national liberation movements;

it can only act within its means. But in the future, as we develop and make prog-
ress, we will be able to increase our assistance to liberation movements and to
the Third World."

I told him as I bid him farewell that he who drinks the water of the Nile will
return to it once again. He said, "Egypt is one of the countries I will visit

the first chance T get." I told him, "God willing."

He smiled and said in Arabic, '"Yes, Insha' Allah" [God willing]!

8592
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WESTERN EUROPE

JOURNAL CALLS WESTERN EUROPE'S POSITION 'FRAGILE'
HK191312 Beijing GUOJI WENTI YANJIU in Chinese No 3, Jul 83 pp 37-39, 49

[Article by Zhu Yiqing: '"Fragile Position of Western Europe as Reflected
in the Recent West German Election']

[Text] West Germany held its 10th Bundestag election on 6 March this year.
In the general election, various political forces in West Germany entered
into fierce rivalry and the world at large also followed it with extra-
ordinary interest. The two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet
Union, vied with each other for interference and the major West European
allies of West Germany also overtly or covertly exerted their influence.
For a time, the situations in West Germany and Western Europe were quite
turbulent. The result of the election showed that the Christian Democratic
Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) won and the Free Democratic Party
(FDP) maintained its position as the third largest party in the Bundestag.
The two parties formed a coalition government with Helmut Kohl as the
chancellor. Highly pleased at the result, the United States, France, and
other Western countries showed their "relief" clearly in their utterances
and manners. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, could not but comply
with reality by shifting its position from supporting Hans-Jochen Vogel,
candidate of the SDP, to winning over Helmut Kohl, chancellor-elect of

the CDU/CSU. At present, the noisy situation and tense atmosphere caused
by the West German election have subsided and eased up in both West Germany
and Western Europe, but the situation in Western Europe has not become
genuinely stable. On the contrary, the various circumstances before and
after the West German election conspicuously show that Western Furope's
position in the violently turbulent world is fairly fragile.

I

The current West CGerman election was conducted in an extraordinary back-
ground. In September and October last year, following the economic recession
for 2 years running, the contradiction on economic policy between the SDP

and the FDP, which had jointly been in power in West Germany for 13 years,
became more acute and came to the open, and this finally led to the disinte-
gration of the coalition. At first, the FDP withdrew from the coalition
government and then supported the CDU/CSU by raising a non-confidence motion
on the chancellor of the SDP, Helmut Schmidt, in the Bundestag and forcing




the minority government of the SDP headed by Helmut Schmidt to collapse.
Helmut Kohl, who was elected chancellor, announced that the Bundestag
election would be held in March 1983. It was unprecedented in the history
of the FRG that an opposition party successfully took advantage of a no-
confidence motion on an incumbent chancellor to come into power in mid-term
and announce an early general election. In the first 10 days of January,
Soviet official circles broke protocol to honor Vogel, SDP candidate for
the chancellorship. Yuriy Andropov also held talks with Vogel for more than
2 hours. 1In the last 10 days of January, Soviet Foreign Minister Andrey
Gromyko, French President Francois Mitterrand, and U.S. Vice President
George Bush visited Bonn one after another. It was rarely seen in the
election history of West European countries that the two superpowers and
their allies should flagrantly interfere in the election campaign of West
Germany. This showed that the complicated contradictions in West Germany
were unprecedentedly acute and that the West German political situation
directly affected the situation in Europe as a whole and even the strategic
pattern of the East and West.

Like other general elections in many Western countries, the economic issue
was the primary issue in the West German election campaign and, in a certain
sense, the key to determining the election outcome. West Germany's economy
before the general election had shown an upturn after more than 2 years of
recession, but the financial and economic situation was still very grim.

The two big problems confronted by the West German economy were heavy debt
and serious unemployment. By the end of 1982, the total debt of West
Germany had run to DM600 billion over the years; by February 1983, the
unemployment figure in West Germany had reached 2.54 million (an.unemploy-
ment rate of 10.2 percent), topping the highest previous record. Under
these circumstances, contention for seats in the Bundestag inevitably
mingled with the debate on different economic policies. The SDP, headed

by Vogel, advocated an economic expansion policy by "maintaining social
welfare and expanding national debt.”" The CDU/CSU, headed by Kohl, however,
adhered to an econmomic contraction policy of "stimulating private investment,
ensuring employment, cutting down welfare, and restructuring state finance."
There was a heated debate between the two parties. They exposed each other's
past misdeeds in a vigorous attempt to fix the responsibility for the serious
economic situation in West Germany on other party. In the course of the
debate, the monopoly financial groups inside and outside West Germany obvi-
ously supported the economic stand of Helmut Kohl. This played quite a big
role in the victory of the CDU/CSU in the election. Some capitalists in

West Germany openly threatened to go on "investment strike" if the SDP
should come to power and to dismiss workers voting for the SDP.

At present, major West European countries, such as Britain and France, are
adopting economic contraction policies which are close to the economic stand
of Helmut Kohl. The renewal of the West German economy, which has always
been called the "locomotive of Europe's economy’ would help bring along the
economic recovery of Western Europe and strengthen Western Furope's competi-
tiveness in the world. This is an important factor which prompted Britain,
France, Italy, and other countries to support Kohl in coming to power.




Another outstanding issue in the election campaign was the issue of Europe's
medium-range missiles. The contention between the two hegemonist powers is
in Europe but the focal point in the current contention between the two
countries is the medium-range missile issue. Due to the fact that West
Germany occupies a very important strategic position and that it is a major
country scheduled to deploy modern U.S. medium-range missiles by the end

of this year in accordance with the "dual resolution" reached at the end

of 1979. The West German attitude toward the deployment of modern medium-
range missiles would directly affect the stand of the other four NATO
countries scheduled for the deployment. It also has a direct bearing on
the entire defense strategy of NATO and the West. At the same time, this
issue is also extremely important to the security and the strategic plan

of the Soviet Union. That a hot debate was conducted around this issue in
the West German election campaign was precisely an inevitable reflection of
the contention betweén the United States and the Soviet Union in Europe.

The CDU/CSU, represented by Kohl, stressed the importance of the allied
relationship between West Germany and the United States; supported the so-
called dual "zero option'" proposal of the United States that if the Soviet
Union dismantles its SS-20 missiles, the West will not deploy its Pershing
1I and cruise missiles; and repeatedly asserted that if the U.S.-Soviet
talks on medium-range missiles in Geneva fail, it will deploy the U.S.
Pershing II and cruise missiles in West Germany as scheduled. This position
helped the West to maintain its stand in the face of the "peace offensive"
launched by the new Soviet leadership and it received the appreciation of
the United States and other West European countries. Contrary to this,

the SDP, represented by Vogel, energetically stressed "German's interests."
In order to cater to the left wing forces, the peace movement, and the
pacifist idea in the country, it retreated from Helmut Schmidt's original
position and refrained from discussing the implementation of the NATO's dual
resolution, asserting that the objective of the SDP was to ask the Soviet
Union to reduce substantially its medium-range missiles so that the deploy-
ment of missiles by the West "becomes a superfluous thing." He also said
that if he should win in the general election, he "would not automatically
deploy modern U.S. medium-range missiles in West. Germany." This attitude

by the SDP candidate for the chancellorship brought about the great uneasiness
of the Western alliance. They were afraid that if the SDP should come to
power, it would possibly reject or postpone the deéployment of modern medium-
range missiles, causing it to be '"disjointed" with the United States, to
draw closer to the Soviet Union, and to achieve "neutrality" at last.

Whether on the economic or missile issues, the debate exceeded the scope

of West Germany. It had a bearing on whether or not West Germany would
coordinate its economic and defense policies with other West European allies
and was closely bound up with the future of the Western alliance. Situated
in the forward position in the borders between East and West, West Germany
is a major country of NATO and the EEC. It has considerable military and
economic strength. Changes in West Germanywould directly affect the pattern
of Europe formed after the war. At present, there are numerous contradic-
tions within the Western alliance, but their interdependent relationship
cannot stand West Germany's disengagement from the Western path in its
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domestic and foreign policies. This penetratingly reflects the fragile
position of Western Europe.

IT

The result of the general election in West Germany also shows that in the
background of fierce contention between the United States and the Soviet
Union and the turbulent situation in Europe, the internal forces of various
West European countries are being regrouped and the intermediate forces play
a decisive role in the political situation of various West European countries.

Since World War II, following the speedy development of economy, science,

and technology in various West European countries and the prevalence of
social welfarism, great changes have taken place in the social and class
structure of West European countries and the intermediate stratum has greatly
inflated. The intermediate stratum is primarily composed of the new and old
middle bourgeoisie. The ''new middle bourgeoisie" is different from the old
one which is primarily composed of small and intermediate entrepreneurs in
that it is composed of govermment officials, senior staff members in charge
of planning and supervision in industrial and commercial enterprises, and
professionals (including doctors, solicitors, reporters, and so on). The
number of the new and old middle bourgeoisie accounts for more than one-third
of the total employment population in various countries. These people enjoy
excellent material benefits and relatively high social status. Although

they have a desire for reform, they display a psychology of "seeking stability
and fearing turmoil." They neither approve the conservative line of the
right wing nor the radical stand of the left wing but are inclined to the
middle-of—the-road line which maintains relative stability in both domestic
and foreign policies. They have played, and are playing, a bigger role in
the economy and politics of Western Europe. It can be said that this is

an important social and political phenomenon that has emerged in Western
Europe in recent years.

The general election and the forming of government after the election show
that the right wing stand of the conservatives (represented by Franz-Josef
Strauss) does not enjoy popular support; that the influence of the radical
policies represented by the left wing of the SDP and by the Green Party is
also quite limited; and that it is not quite accidental that the center-right
forces represented by the CDU headed by Helmut Kohl and by the FDP headed

by Hanz-Dietrich Gensher won a relatively big support from the electorate

in the general election. The situation characterized by the middle forces
controlling and deciding the political situation is fairly widespread on

the West European mainland. According to a French newspaper, an important
factor contributing to Mitterrand's coming to power in 1981 was the support
of the intermediate forces and, in the French presidential election in 1986,
both the left wing and the right wing should win over the support of the
middle bourgeoisie. Moreover, it was revealed by a French newspaper that

the fact that President Mitterrand readjusted the French economic policy

from the summer of last year by gradually shifting from the original principle
of persistently expanding the economy to omne of contraction was due to a
check by the intermediate forces.
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The rise of the intermediate forces and the greater role they have played

in politics have the above-mentioned historical background. They are also
determined by the actual internal and external conditions in Western Europe.
Judging from the West European internal conditions, the current economy

in Western Europe is still in a serious slump and it is difficult to improve
the economy fundamentally in a short time. With the great disparity in the
economic strength of various countries, the different economic measures,

and the fierce market competition, there are numerous contradictions among
them. However, they are also attached to one another in going through
thick and thin and must constantly coordinate their action through consulta-
tion in coping with the fierce competition on the international scale. They
do not permit great changes in the domestic and foreign policies of various
countries. Internationally, being forced to seek survival in the conten-
tion between the United States and the Soviet Union, Western Europe has
little room for maneuver. Although it has a strong desire to stay away

from the contention between the two hegemonist powers, they cannot undertake
the enormous risk possibly brought about by a complete change in the existing
pattern of the East and West. Therefore, on the precondition of maintaining
the existing pattern, it can only readjust its policy toward the United
States and the Soviet Union from time to time in order to safeguard its
immediate interests. The so-called middle-of-the-road line cannot funda-
mentally solve the difficulties confronting Western Europe, but it is unable
to find a better substitute. Fundamentally speaking, the fragile position
of Western Europe has been determined by its delicate internal and external
situations.

ITI

After the West German election, the ruling coalition between the cDU/Ccsu,
headed by Helmut Kohl, and the FDP enjoyed an overwhelming majority in the
Bundestag. The West German economy has again picked up in the past few
months. All this helps to ensure the relative stability of the West German
situation for a certain period of time. The stable political situation in
West Germany and its economic upturn also constitute a favorable factor

to the development of the West European situation. However, the West German
economy has not escaped stagflation, the reform of its economic structure
still has a long way to go, and the serious unemployment problem is hard
to solve. Under the influence of the economic crisis, the sharp class and
social contradictions and the complex party struggle in the country are
still factors in the potential turbulent situation in West Germany. The
current stability can only be superficial and this cannot but have some
effect on the situation in Western Europe.

The contention between the two superpowers over the medium-range missiles

in Europe has become more acute. The contradiction between Western Europe
and the two hegemonist powers also continues to intensify. The United States
has expressed its readiness to refrain from adhering to the "zero option."
Under these circumstances, the Kohl government has adopted a dual position
of promoting the progress of talks while making preparations for the deploy-
ment of new U.S. missiles in an attempt to pressure both the United States
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and the Soviet Union into reaching an agreement on the medium-range missile
issue by supporting the talks and to get the United States into contending
with the Soviet Union by professing its readiness to deploy the missiles.
The U.S.-Soviet talks in Geneva are still at a deadlock. Both parties are
waging fierce psychological warfare on the medium-range missile issue with
a view to affect public opinion in Western Europe. As the date for the
scheduled NATO deployment of the U.S. Pershing II and cruise missiles

is drawing near, it is also possible that the antiwar and antinuclear
peace movement in various West European countries which oppose the deploy-
ment of modern U.S. medium-range missiles, will become more active and set
off a bigger storm in autumn. The struggle waged by Western Europe, the
United States, and the Soviet Union on the medium-range missile issue seems
to intensify further. This is another factor which makes it impossible for
the situation in Western Europe to become genuinely stable and which causes
it to be still in great turmoil.

Confronted with its own economic difficulties and the fierce competition
with the United States, Japan, and other countries in the field of world
economy, Western Europe, in an effort to cope with the fierce contention
between the United States and the Soviet Union in Europe, will inevitably
continue to strengthen its unity and strive to "speak with one voice" in
order to maintain its political and economic position and its unique role
in the world. Recently, West European countries have, to some extent,
drawn closer together in their economic policies, readjusted their monetary
policies, and coordinated their defense policies (chiefly on the medium-
range missile issue), thus reflecting their aspiration in this respect.

At the same time, however, the basic contradictions between various West
European countries on economic, monetary, and trade policies still exist.
The competition between them and protectionism also tend to become more
serious. Therefore, the course for West European unity can only be diffi-
cult, slow, and even tortuous.

To sum up, the situation in Western Europe is still turbulent and its
prospects for development cannot be sanguine. Western Europe can only

preserve its superficial and relative stability although, in fact, its
international status is somewhat fragile.

CSO: 4005/1131
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

SHI PING INTERVIEWED ON QUESTION OF INTELLECTUALS

Shanghai SHEHUI KEXUE [SOCIAL SCIENCES] in Chinese No 4, 15 Apr 83
pp 12-16

[Interview with Comrade Shi Ping [2457 1627] by unidentified reporter at Shi's
house, date not given: '"The Problem of Knowledge and Intellectuals"]

[Text] In his article, "On Historical Development and Role of Intellectuals"
appearing in the 1982 No 1 issue of this periodical, Comrade Shi Ping made the
following unqualified statements: "The emergence, development and dying out
of intellectuals are governed by a historical process and a law of development
unique to intellectuals, independent of man's will." Intellectuals shoulder

a special task of carrying forward the development of science and culture;

they are the cream of society making for progress.'" "As intellectuals develop,
their position and role in history grow more prominent. This is a sure sign |
that society is moving forward." '"We should not characterize indiscriminately
the moving about of intellectuals as a sign of wavering."” It is incorrect
to compare the relationship between the working class and the intellectuals to
a relationship between the skin and the hair that grows on it." "It is wrong
to say mental workers live off manual workers." The developments of the past
year or more show that these statements are correct and sound. The question
of intellectuals is being extensively discussed nowadays, so this reporter went
recently to pay a visit to Comrade Shi Ping and sought his comments.

Theoretical Exploration Needed For A Practical Problem

Comrade Shi Ping received me in his home on a drizzly evening. When I asked
him about his article "On the Historical Development and Role of Intellectuals",
he smiled" "For being able to write this article, I really must '"thank' Lin
Biao and Jiang Qing. By madly advocating the idea that more knowledge makes
one more reactionary, and by brutally persecuting intellectuals, they forced

me to take up the study of the subject of intellectuals. 1 was at that time
laboring in the 'cadre school.' I found time to gather materials and dis-
cussed the subject with my fellow laborers.

"Our party has always thought highly of intellectuals. This is clearly stated

in many of the historical documents of the party and in the early writings of
Comrade Mao Zedong. In the 1950's when I was working at the Peking Agricultural
University, the teachers trade unions had already been set up in every university,
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which shows that we had long ago recognized intellectuals as part of the prole-
tariat. Later, however, things changed. The teachers trade unions were abol-
ished, intellectuals were classified as members of the bourgeoisie, an alien
class. Whenever a political movement was launched, intellectuals were the first
to be attacked. By the time of the 'Cultural Revolution,' intellectuals were
treated by Lin Biao and Jiang Qing as targets of the 'all-out dictatorship.’
They were nicknamed the 'stinking number nine'. In all the years since 1

joined the student movement, I have studied, worked and fought side by side
with intellectuals. I know very well that most of the intellectuals love their
motherland, love truth, cherish science and support the revolution. They have

a sharp observation and a strong sense of justice. They have great fortitude
and a high spirit of self-sacrifice. Didn't Comrade Mao Zedong say that Lu Xun
had the hardest bone? Didn't he also call on people to write 'A Praise to Wen
Yiduo [5113 0001 1122]' and 'A Praise to Zhu Ziqing [4281 5261 3237]1'? Lu

Xun, Wen Yiduo and Zhu Ziqing were all intellectuals. How can these people be
called 'stinking'? Before liberation, I had made the acquaintance of Comrades
Zou Taofen [6760 7290 1164] and Fan Changjiang [5400 7022 3068]. 1In them I saw
the noble qualities of the intellectual. Since liberation, I have been working
in universities most of the time and have seen that intellectuals as a whole
have followed the party and made contributions in their work., So how can they
all be labeled as 'stinking number nine'? The more Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and
their band slandered intellectuals as ‘'stinking,' the more I felt that intellec-
tuals are precious. If intellectuals were already so 'stinking," why did Lin
Biao, Jiang Qing and company still find it necessary to criticze and repudiate
them? However, one must still carry out thorough studies to be able to explain,
from a theoretical standpoint, the nature, characteristics, position and role

of the intellectuals. That's why I decided to take up the study of the intellec—
tuals.”

[Question] So your studies of the intellectuals had started during the ten-
year upheavall! ’

[Answer] Yes, from thinking about the outline to finishing the first draft, I
worked on the article 'On the Historical Development and Role of Intellectuals'
for more than a decade, off and on. Instead of spending more time to improve

on the article once I finished it, I decided to have it published so that others
might join the discussion with their valuable response.

As you well know, in 1981 the leading comrades in the Central Committee called
for overcoming the laxity and weakness in ideological leadership. It was a
correct and necessary decision. Some comrades, however, had all along thought
ideological freedom had gone overboard since the Third Plenum of the Central
Committee and that . the intellectuals had become cocky again. So as soon as
they got wind of the decision to criticize bourgeois liberal tendencies, they
responded by overdoing the criticism of the problems existing in the fields of

ideology, theory, art and literature. This is one type of reaction.

Another type of reaction is this: Some comrades had suffered humiliation

through many political campaigns in the past and were fearful of going through.
another such experience. When they heard of the criticism of bourgeois. liberal
tendencies, they thought another 'antirightist movement' was coming. They were
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scared and worried. To avoid the risks of research into present-day issues,
many people working in the theoretical field busied themselves with researches
on ancient history and foreign countries. The whole field of theoretical re-
search was plunged into a state of demoralization. Some  comrades advised me
to put aside that article for a while because publishing it might entail risks.
Other comrades advised me to reconsider the article because they disagreed
with my view that intellectuals were the cream of society making for progress
and that some long-held views from the opposite camp should be criticized. I
thought it over and over again. It was clear that there were still many ob-
stacles to the implementation of the party's policies regarding intellectuals.
I felt it all the more necessary to study the question of intellectuals more
deeply from a theoretical standpoint.

Intellectuals Are the Vanguard of the Times.

To correct the erroneous views regarding intellectuals, a few articles alone
will, of course, not suffice. Some comrades were not only opposed to newspaper
and magazine articles on this subject, they even resented the party central
committee's directives concerning the implementation of the party's policies
regarding intellectuals. Intellectuals are a part of .the proletariat; what

we are doing now is but to restore the judgment of the early postliberation
period. But even changing a term took time., As you know, Comrade Deng Xiao-
ping reaffirmed at the National Science Congress in 1978 that most intellec-
tuals have already become a part of the proletariat. Since its Third Plenum,
the Central Committee has also clearly stated that .intellectuals are a part of
the proletariat. But even after that there was a period in which intellec—
tuals were regarded only as a part of the laboring people, i.e., a part of

both the proletariat and the peasants. Only recently was the confusion on the
class nature of intellectuals clarified and resolved. 1In his speech at the
ceremonies marking the centennial of Marx's death, Comrade Hu Yaobang said:

"It can be categorically affirmed that from the way they make their living and
the people they serve, China's intellectuals as a whole have already become a
part of the proletariat." Today, reforms have brought back the gentle breezes
of spring. Peasants now welcome intellectuals with scientific and cultural
knowledge as "living godsiof wealth." Leading cadres .call their lists of ex-
perts "Registers of the Gods of Wealth." Clearly, spring and bright sunshine
have returned to the intellectuals. But just as there is still- a chill in the
air in early spring, there are still people who would like to blow cold wind
over the intellectuals. In the past, when it was asserted that the more books
one read the more stupid one became, these people would pride themselves for
being uneducated and uncouth. When it was asserted that for the unprofessional-
to lead the professional was a universal law, these people would feel content
to remain unprofessional and would shun knowledge and specialization with the
excuse that they preferred revolutionizing themselves. What they meant by re-
volutionizing was simply carrying class struggle to the extreme. Now, after
the Central Committee of the party has set things right in the guiding ideology
of the party, stressing the importance of intellectuals, these same people
would complain that "number nine has risen to the sky and number one has been
brushed aside" and "fighting many years of revolutionary wars is no match. for
working as a research assistant.'" From the newspapers we can see that even to-
day there are many departments and organizations where intellectuals are still
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being ighored and discriminated against, their talents going to waste. So we
must continue to criticize the serious consequences of the '"Left" mistake that
has lasted for so long on the question of intellectuals."

[Question] Please elaborate on the serious consequences of this "Left" error.

[Answer] Recently Comrade Hu Yaobang has treated the subject very thoroughly -
and comprehensively. The grave consequences of this "Left" mistake are still
found in the minds and views of people, and in many political, economic and
organizational measures. I think we should first of all clear our mind of the
"Left" influence and set right our thinking on this question.  Only then will
we be able to clear away the "Left" influence from public opinion and from
various political, economic and organizational measures. I think we should
first of all clear our mind of the "Left" influence and set right our thinking
on this question. Only then will we be able to clear away the "Left" influence
from public opinion and from various political, economic and organizational mea-
sures. And to set right our thinking on this subject, we must analyze the prob-
lem more thoroughly from the theoretleal standpoint.

Some comrades viewed the relationship between the proletariat and the intellec-
tuals, under socialist conditions, as one between the skin and the hair that
grows on it. This is to set the proletariat and the intellectuals apart, pitt-
ing one against the other, and pushing intellectuals to the side of the bour-
geoisie. In a socialist system, intellectuals differ from workers and pea-
sants only in the way they labor. In terms of the ownership of the means of
production, i.e., in terms of their class nature, they are not a class or a
stratum outside the workers and peasants. Intellectuals, together with workers
and peasants, form three basic social forces that must be relied upon to carry
out socialist construction. Comparlng intellectuals to "hair" that must grow
on the "skin" of the proletariat is entirely wrong.

It used to be said that intellectuals must be fed by workers and peasants.

This does not hold water either. Intellectuals are workers engaged in mental
labor. Like workers and peasants who are engaged in manual labor, intellec-
tuals create wealth for the society. Although some intellectuals create only
spiritual wealth, it can be converted to material wealth. Take, for example,
the case of the hybrid-rice researcher, Yuan Longping [5913 7127 1627]. Be-
cause of his research breakthrough, China's grain production has been 1ncreased
by more than 16.5 million tons. Do intellectuals like him need to be fed by
workers and peasants? On the contrary, the increased production of 16. 5 mil-
lion tons of grain made p0531ble by his research can feed a great many people.

It used to be argued that intellectuals tend_to waver, that their attltude
becomes ambiguous as soon as a political storm shapes up. This is an exaggera-
tion. So far as individuals are concerned, intellectuals certainly may waver,
but so may workers and peasants. Xiang Zhongfa [0686 1813 4009], who succeeded
Chen Duxiu [7115 3747 4423] as secretary of the party Central Committee, came
from a working class family, but he betrayed the revolution soon after he was
arrested by the enemy. Should we write off the firmness of the proletariat .
simply because some individuals of that class have turned traitor? We should
always look at things in terms of their essence, their mainstream. I think
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intellectuals as a whole also have firmness of stand. Intellectuals are the
vanguard of the times. At critical junctures in history, they have always
been the first to feel the pulse of the times, the first to make impassioned
pleas and dedicated efforts for reform. From Qu Yuan [1448 0626] to Tan Sitong
[6223 0843 0681], there were numerous intellectuals in history who fought cour=~
ageously for the salvation of the country. They defied the butcher's knife,
remained faithful to their cause, and looked death calmly in the face. 1In
ancient China, scholars had a proud tradition of accepting death rather than
submitting to humiliation. Comrade Xia Mingham [1115 1494 5060] wrote a poem

in prison which ranks as a poetic masterpiece through the ages: "Armed with
the weapon of truth I fear not the guillotine. Though I die, others will carry
on." 1In Hungary, Petofi Sandor wrote this famous poem: "Life is precious and

love is even more so, but for the sake of freedom, I will gladly give up both."
There are numerous such heroic and moving deeds by intellectuals that we can
write about.

There is a common saying that boldness of :action stems from high achievements.
These intellectuals were not afraid of death because they had high achievements
in science and culture, making them the backbone of the country and cream of
society. During the while terror of the Kuomintang reactionary rule, Lu Xun,
"fierce-browed, coolly defied a thousand pointing fingers," and Wen Yiduo
"smote the table and rose to his feet," because they had vision, they knew

the reactionaries were inwardly weak although they appeared outwardly strong,
and they had faith in the enormous strength of the people. During the heyday
of Lin Biao and Jiang Quing, Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450}, Wang Shenyou [3769
3947 6788] and other comrades dared to confront these colossal monsters and -
would rather die than submit to them, because they were armed with Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, because they had political, economic and his-
torical knowledge which assured them that truth would triumph over evil. '

[Editor's Note: Wang Shenyou, a student at the East China Normal University,
was put into prison because he criticiZed Lin Biao and Jiang Qing. He died in
Shanghai on a false charge during the period of the wrong "two whatever" policy
after the fall of the Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary clique. Then Comrade
Chen Guodong [7115 0948 1767] took over in Shanghai. Working on making up the
"three deficiencies” in Shanghai, he personally reviewed Wang's case and over-
turned the false charge against him.]

Wang Sheﬁyou was a student of rare talent. He first majored in natural science.
Outraged by the perverse acts of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing, he turned to the study
of Marxism-Leninism. .With that as a weapon, he made sharp criticisms of the
pseudosocialism of Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and company. He also pointed out the
mistakes Mao Zedong committed during his final years.” In his last days, he

used the opportunity of writing confessions to finish a 60,000-word statement

in 5 days, without any reference material available, stating his views boldly
and forcefully. Another eloquent proof of the courage and insight of intellec-
tuals. ‘ .
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Continuing to Eradicate the "Left" Influence

[Question] What is the key to implementing the current policies regarding in-
tellectuals?

[Answer] The key lies in removing the influence of the remmnant of feudal think-
ing and small-producer mentality of certain cadres. For a long time, cadres
have been accustomed to sitting secure in "iron chairs" and the people have
been accustomed to holding on to "iron.rice bowls" with everybody "eating from
the same big pot of rice." . It has become a well-established practice and some
comrades have become completely insensitive to its flaws. But the spring
breeze of reform has awakened the people's mind. Reforms inspire people and
people thirst for reforms. Reform means destroying the old and establishing
the new. Reform requires "guidance from experts equipped with various kinds of
knowledge, know-how and experience." [Selected Works of Lenin, Vol 3, p 501).
Reform requires not only more revolutionary cadres, but younger, more know-
ledgeable and specialized cadres as well. Some of the unprofessional cadres,
accustomed to sitting secure in "iron chairs," fall short of the requirements
for building a socialist China with a high degree of culture and democracy,

so they resist change. Some staff members and workers are also opposed to
change. Long accustomed to handling simple and easy jobs they have misgivings
about giving up their "iron rice bowls" and the system of "everybody eating
from the same big pot of rice." There are still many shortcomings and flaws
in the systems of personnel management, organization and wages with regard to
intellectuals, so that they still do not enjoy as much respect from society as
they should. ' :

Some popular sayings are also wrong. Examples: "We conquered the country but
the intellectuals are ruling it." "Number nine is up in the sky, number one
is brushed aside." '"The ninth route army has overwhelmed the eighth route
" army." TFirst of all, calling intellectuals "number nine'" reflects the thinking
and language of Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and company. The epithet represents a
reactionary weapon used to subject intellectuals to an "all-out dictatorship."
We should neither use this epithet ourselves, nor dismiss it with a laugh when
we hear others say it. We should expose it for what it is and eradicate its
pernicious’ influence. Secondly, we should realize that intellectuals also made
"a great contribution in the wars to liberate the country. Some gave their '
lives. Comrade Mao Zedong said: If our revolution is to triumph, we must
rely on both the military corps and the cultural corps. Without the support
of the cultural corps, the military corps will not be able to conquer the coun=
try. Furthermore, there is no hard and fast line between the cultural corps -
and the military corps. The military corps contains a_ cultural corps. In. -
the People's Liberation Army, for example, there are many departments and units
working in the propaganda, educational, cultural and medical fields. Many
leaders heading military planning and combat commands are intellectuals. Dur-
ing the Liberation War, the chairman of the Central Military Committee was Mao
Zedong, its vice chairman and commander-in-chief of staff was Zhou Enlai, and
a third vice chairman and head of the General Political Department was Liu
Shaoqi. Every one of them was an intellectual. In the cultural corps, there
were many military people. When it was necessary, many intellectuals would
arm themselves and fight the enemy at the front. In the Kuomintang-occupied
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areas, those who worked underground not only supported the liberated areas with
their propaganda and organizational efforts, they also worked to instigate
rebellion within the enemy camp. And when conditions became ripe, they could
also raise a force to go to war and set up a guerrilla base. Therefore, we
must not exclude intellectuals from the liberators of the country. As for rul-
ing the country, the idea is a reflection of the thinking of the peasants, not
the thinking of the proletariat. For. the proletariat, the historical task lies
in thoroughly emancipating all mankind, not in ruling the country. We should
continue our efforts, building our socialist motherland, on the one hand, and,
on the other, supporting the revolutionary struggles of the proletariat and the
oppressed nations and peoples of the world. And our ultimate task is to bring
into being the communist society at a higher stage. We have set ourselves

a noble task and we have a long way to go. The idea of ruling the country is
all wrong.

Some comrades say: "Without engineers, production can go on as usual." This
is too narrow a view. True, in the mode of manual operations, production could
be increased without the help of intellectuals. It is also true that even .
with great advances in science and technology there is still need for manual
labor, and no one should minimize the importanceof manual labor. But we must
realize clearly that with .today's advances of science and technology, there is
an increasingly pressing need for intellectuals. We will not have large in-
creases in production with simple manual labor. Take for example the exploita-
tion of oil. China used to be labeled abroad as an "oil-poor country." .During
the 3-year natural disasters in the early sixties, our buses were still carry~
ing big bags of natural gas on their tops for lack of oil. It was the geomech-
anical theories of our famous geologist, Li Siguang [2621 0934 1342], that led
to the discovery of one major oilfield after another in China, and made it
possible for China to cast off the label of an "oil-poor country." What trem-
endous contributions have been made to the advance of production by our scien-
tists and engineers!

Some comrades say: "Only the record of formal schooling counts now. Education
without formal schooling doesn't count." But a record of formal schooling is
recognized only for the scientific, cultural and technical achievement it rep-
resents. One who has no formal schooling but a lot of knowledge and skills
gained through experience is just as good and just as much welcomed. There

are many newspaper reports about self-taught youth becoming university teachers
and research fellows. They can be found in all fields--in the liberal arts,’
sciences, industry, agriculture and medicine. Comrade Hu Yaobang puts it well:
Socialist modernization cannot be achieved without culture; those who are under-
educated must make up. Professionals can either be formally trained or self-
taught.

Some comrades say:  We are praising the intellectuals so high these days that

we are advocating again the idea that "only scholars are noble, all other walks
of life are lowly." This is a complete misunderstanding. In a socialist
society, workers, peasants and intellectuals are all masters of the country and
society. They differ in the way they work. There is a social division of
labor, but no distinction as to who is noble and who is lowly. Our constitution
has affirmed this. So there is no such thing as "only scholars are noble and
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all other walks of life are lowly." Actually, it was the intellectuals who
were often discriminated against during the long reign of the 'Left' devia-
tion. = They were not only politically attacked by the various 'Left' campaigns,
they have also been discriminated against in salaries and benefits. Surveys
show that the real income of middle-aged intellectuals is generally lower than
that of middle-aged workers. In the past, mental labor was regarded as higher
than manual labor. It has become the other way around now. The price of mental
labor has become much lower than the value of manual labor. This runs counter
to the principle of distribution according to work for socialism at the present
stage. It is not conducive to the reproduction of the complex labor power of
the intellectuals. It is no encouragement to the children of workers and pea-
sants to learn science and culture and become intellectuals. We must change

all this. We must make sure that intellectuals have the necessary facilities

in work and appropriate standards of living. We must make sure that the children
of workers and peasants love learning. We must make sure that intellectuals

are highly respected by society.

Implementation of Policies Must Be Firm and Forceful

[Question] What should be done now to let the intellectuals fully play their
useful role?

[Answer] The conflict between treasuring and denigrating intellectuals, be-
tween welcoming and excluding intellectuals, and between promoting and oppres—
sing intellectuals has always existed in the past and will remain for a long.
time in the future. We will be able to’resolve this conflict completely only
when our productive forces have reached a great height and the workers and pea-
sants have all become highly educated. We have started to give more weight to
intellectuals. We have made a good start. But to implement the party's poli-
cies concerning intellectuals and implement them thoroughly and comprehensively,
we still have much work to do, and sometimes we may even have to wage a few
struggles. :

Intellectuals didn't exist from time immemorial and will not exist forever.

They are governed by a historical process of their own and by their own law of
birth, growth and withering. Intellectuals emerged with the growth of produc-
tion and the appearance of the social division of labor. Their task is to carry
forward science and culture, to advance civilization materially and spiritually.

Lenin pointed out: "Intellectuals are called intellectuals because they are
the ones who most consciously, most thoroughly and most accurately reflect and
express the development of the class interests and political factions of the
whole society.” (Selected Works of Lenin, Vol 7, p 30). Marx pointed out:
"Millstones produced a society headed by feudal lords; the steam engine pro-'':
duced a society headed by industrial capitalists." (Selected Works of Marx
and Engels, Vol 1, p 108). This means that the development of the forces of
production is sure to bring about social change. The feudal rulers regarded
progressive thoughts as heresies, ‘and progressive science as fallacies. So
they had to exclude and suppress progressive intellectuals. When the bourgeois
revolution arose and capitalism grew in Europe, Bacon was the first to bring
forth a materialist philosophy to counter the idealist philosophy. His slogan
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"Knowledge is strength" played a great role. Inevitably he was persecuted by
the feudal rulers and the churches as a heretic having committed blasphemy
against God. The scientist Bruno was burned at the stake. Galileo's condemna-
tion as a heretic lasted for 300 years. Throughout the history of society and
the advance of science and culture, the conflict between the new and the old
was inevitable. Whatever persecution and setback they suffered, the progres—-
sive thoughts and science and culture that represented the new emerging forces
always won out in the end. This is an objective law independent of man's will.

Since the Third Plenum of the Central Committee, China has entered a new “his-
torical period marked by a great transition from chaos to order, from poverty
to affluence. The recent 12th Party Congress has adopted a great program of
all-out construction and socialist modernization. We need to train, promote
and use large numbers of people with all kinds of skills. We need to pay even
more attention to discovering and using the talent of intellectuals who are
already there. And this is something which comrades under the influence of the
remnant of feudalistic thought and small-producer mentality cannot understand.
It is not surprising that the implementation of policies regarding intellec-
tuals may sometimes require waging struggles. But so long as we do a good

job of our ideological work and take forceful and effective measures, the task
can be gradually achieved. A society under the leadership of a Communist Party
armed with Marxist theories will be able to resolve the contradiction between
small-scale feudal production and large-scale scientific production faster than
the bourgeoisie can, based as it is on class exploitation and oppression. And
this is already borne out by fact. At present, we should first of all trust
the intellectuals politically, truly regarding them as a force to be relied on.
Then, organizationally, we should make proper arrangements for making the full-
est use of their talents. When work requires it, we should make exceptions to
rules and regulations to promote politically and professionallyqualified in-
tellectuals to higher positions of responsibility, including positions of lead-
ership. Third, we should gradually improve their working conditions and living
standards, making it possible for thousands of living Jiang Zhuying's [5592
4639 5391] and Luo Jianfu's [5012 0256 1133] to devote their great energies to
the cause of socialist modernization.

I think it is also necessary to remind intellectuals of this:  Comrade Mao
Zedong has said, while working to transform the world, one should also trans-
form oneself. This is very important. Generally speaking, intellectuals have
shortcomings and weaknesses characteristic of intellectuals. The building of
China's material and spiritual civilization is forging ahead now. Only by con-
stantly transforming themselves, perfecting themselves, and uniting more closely
with the workers and peasants could the intellectuals play a greater role in
construction.

[Interviewer] Comrade Shih Ping told me that he planned to go on with his re-
search on the intellectuals and to write another article to be entitled "Know-
ledge Is Strength." At parting, I shook his hand and wished his new article
would appear soon. :
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

RENMIN RIBAO  ON EDUCATING YOUNG PEASANTS
HK151005 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 11 Aug 83 p 5

[Article by Wu Xiang [0702 6272]: "Our Hope Is Placed on the Younger Generation--
Another Discourse on Knowing the Peasants and Educating Them'"]

[Text] [Abstract] Young peasants who were born and grew up after the founding
of New China have become the main body of China's peasantry. As compared with
middle-aged and elderly peasants, they have two prominent strong points:

1) They are better educated, take an active part in social activities, have
broad vision and keen thinking, and are able to understand complicated politi-
cal and social issues, so they are ready to accept new things. 2) They have
little conservative idealogy and dare to think, to say, and to do. They have
an aggressive spirit and are not content withthings as they are. However, they
also have some obvious shortcomings: 1) They have no experience of life in the
old society and cannot make comparisons between the new society and the old
society, so they do not have deep feelings toward the party and do not deeply
understand the superiority of the socialist system. 2) They do not have a good
sense of responsibility as masters and the spirit of bearing hardships and
standing hard work as elderly peasants, so they tend to be preoccupied with
pleasure-seeking rather than being concerned about their duties. 3) Their
moral standards and sense of right and wrong are poorer than those of peasants
of the older generation.

The important task of realizing agricultural modernization has fallen to young
peasants as a historical necessity. So, it is necessary to fully realize the
historical status and role of young peasants, to conduct communist ideological
education among them in connection with education in patriotism, collectivism,
and socialism, to help them carry forward their strong points and overcome their
shortcomings, to enlighten them on conscientiously linking their fate with the
destiny of our great motherland, and to encourage them to dedicate their youth
to the cause of agricultural modernization. [End abstract]

Young peasants who were born and grew up after the founding of New China have
become the main body of China's peasantry. They constitute the backbone and
main force in agricultural production at present. The important task of
realizing agricultural modernization has fallen on them as a historical neces-
sity. In the final analysis, the developmental tendency of young peasants is
a decisive factor for the future of the countryside. This is a key point that
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we should grasp when we are to conduct communist ideological education among
peasants.

Some comrades think: O0ld peasants above the age of 50 have a strong sense. of
being liberated, so they have deep feelings toward the party and are resolved
to take the socialist road. However, young peasants have no experience of the
bitter life in the old society and cannot realize the happiness of living in
the new society, so they do not have deep feelings toward the party. Moreover,
they are not as used to leading an industrious and thrifty life and keeping
their minds on farm work as their parents are. That is to say, their political
quality and moral standards are poorer than those of the peasants in the 1950's
and 60's.

How should we view this problem?

Since the basic completion of socialist transformation in agriculture, profound
changes have occurred in the peasantry. In recent years, along with the wide-
spread adoption of the responsibility system of contracting output quotas to
peasants, another profound change has occurred in the peasantry. The old
exploiting classes no longer exist. The method for analyzing the ideological
and political conditions of the peasants simply by dividing them into different
classes is no longer suited to the actual situation. Making oversimplified
judgments of elderly and young peasants will also lead us to one-sided conclu-
sions. Therefore, we should make more concrete analysis of their different
experiences, their different duties in the course of production and in all other
aspects.

Viewing the large quantity of survey data provided by various provinces and
cities, we can find that the peasantry is now undergoing a process of the new
replacing the old. In general, young peasants not only have taken a dominant
position in number and in labor force, but also have taken a dominant position
in technical work, because they are generally better educated. According to a
survey in three brigades--Dadian, Yafeng, and Quanjing--of Jianglang commune,
Jiangshan County, Zhejiang Province, there was a total labor force of 731 people
in 1958, of which, 335 people were young peasants of both sexes aged between 16
and 30, accounting for 45.83 percent of the total working population. While in
1981, people with the ability to work increased to 1,358 people, of which 709
people or 52.21 percent were young people; and 77.17 percent were people below
age 40 as there were 339 people between age 31 and 40. At the same time, the
percentage of able-bodied peasnats above age 51 declined from 8.07 percent to
7.91 percent. As for the educational condition, of peasants in the three
brigades, 452 people were illiterate in 1958, accounting for 55.87 percent,
while illiterate people in 1981 decreased to 205 people, or 15.1 percent. Peo-
ple who had received elementary education in 1964 numbered 298 people, or 36.84
percent; and these people in 1981 increased to 777 people, or 57.22 percent.
People who had received junior secondary education in 1964 totaled just 54
people, or 6.67 percent; and these people in 1981 increased to 304 people, or
22.39 percent. There were only 5 people who had received senior secondary
education in 1964, accounting for 0.62 percent; and in 1981, people who had
received senior secondary education increased to 72 people, or 5.3 percent. Of
these 72 people, 61 people, or 84.72 percent, were young people at and below age
30, and 11 people, or 15.28 percent, were people in their prime between age 31
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and 40. However, none of peasants above age 41 had received senior secondary
education. This shows that the peasants in the 1980's are better educated, and
it is mainly the young peasants who are better educated. Young peasants have
gradually taken leading posts at the grassroots level in place of middle-aged
and elderly peasants. Of cadres in the three brigades, only 2 people, or 7.41
percent, in the early 1950's had received secondary education; and 5 people,

or 10.87 percent, in the early 1960's; and 18 people, or 37.73 percent, in the
early 1980's. Although the above are only the figures of three brigades, they
can still reflect the changes in the peasants' educational condition in general.

The results of surveys in different areas show a common characteristic: Young
people generally account for more than half the labor force in the countryside,
and the percentage of young and middle-aged peasants reaches 80 percent. Among
rural grassroots cadres, at the commune level, elderly people are more

numerous than young and middle-aged people; at the brigade level, there are
more young and middle-aged people than elderly people; and at the production
team level, young people account for a large percentage and middle-aged people
account for a small percentage, with few or even no elderly people remaining

at this level. This also shows that the position and role of young peasants
have become more and more important.

Peasants aged between 30 and 50 account for about 20 percent of the total

number of the peasantry. at present. This bracket has fairly big influence among
the peasantry. They have the experiences and strong points of the peasants of
both older and younger generations, and are serving as a link between past and
future. They are better educated and have wider knowledge than old peasants,
and they have richer experience and think more realistically than young peasants.
They are a backbone force in rural work, and are also organizers and supporters
of their families. Most of them have to support their parents and children

and shoulder the burdens of work and life. The pressure they are bearing is
much greater than that of old and young peasants. Most of them have loving
feelings toward the party and the socialist system. Moreover, most of them
have experienced the sufferings caused by the "leftist" policies, so they

deeply appreciate the benefits brought to the peasants by the party's policies
laid down since the 3d Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee, and
they particularly support the adoption of the contract responsibility system.

Young peasants aged from 16-30 generally account for more than half the total
number of the peasantry. They have prominent strong points and obvious short-
comings. Their thinking is not stable and mature, and is very changeable.
Because the attention paid by the party organizations in various areas to the
education among them is different in degree, their conditions are quite
complicated. How to correctly view young peasants is also a controversial
question at present. Our general view is that the mainstream of young peasants
is good, most of them are positive and are willing to make good progress, so
they constitute a promising new generation. However, there are indeed quite a
few problems among young peasants, and we must promptly solve them.

As compared with middle-aged and old peasants, young peasants have two

prominent strong points: 1) They are better educated, take an active part in
social activities, have broad vision and keen thinking, and are able to under-
stand complicated political and social issues, so they are ready to accept new
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things. Many young peasants like reading books and newspapers and are concerned
with current affairs at home and abroad. They warmly support various principles
and policies decided by the party since the 3d Plenary Session of the 1llth CPC
Central Committee. Some of them can explain something about the origin and
character of the output contract responsibility system. Because they are

clever and deft, some advanced technology, such as using and repairing machines
and cultivating and spreading improved varieties of plants, is generally mastered
by young peasants who have received education. 2) They have little comservative
ideology in their minds and dare to think, to say, and to do. They have an
aggressive spirit and are not content with things as they are. They are keen
on innovation and invention in production. For example, a female peasant Gao
Fenglan, who is a senior secondary school graduate in Qingshan brigade, Feng-
yang County, Anhui Province, has a good command of the technology for culti-
vating hybrid rice seeds through hard study lasting 6 months. In 1980 and 81,
she concluded technical contracts with more than 70 households specializing in
cultivating improved seeds, helping them produce more than 20,000 jin of hybrid
rice seeds for the whole brigade. Because of the adoption of these seeds, the
average unit output of the brigade has doubled and reached 1,200 jin per mu.
Moreover, they also provided 40 percent of the hybrid rice seeds needed by the
commune. This young woman in her twenties is neither a cadre nor a party mem-—
ber, but she wins high respect and enjoys the trust of the local peasants and
she has been named as a "woman specialist." Similar cases are too numerous to
mention individually.

Young peasants also have their weak points: 1) They have no experience of life
in the old society and cannot make comparisons between the new society and the
old society, so they do not have deep feelings toward the party and do not
deeply realize the superiority of the socialist system. Some of them merely
hanker after high earnings and good livelihood and fail to distinguish socialism
from capitalism. They blindly envy foreigners their material lives and are
wrong in thinking that everything in foreign countries is good. As peasants in
Shanghai suburban areas have said, by comparing their present life with the old
society, old people feel happy; by comparing their life with life in cities,
middle-aged people feel that there is difference; by comparing their life with
foreign countries, young people feel discontented. 2) They do not have a good
sense of responsibility as masters and the spirit of bearing hardships and
standing hard work like elderly peasants, so they tend to be preoccupied with
pleasure-seeking rather than being concerned about their duties, and to hanker
after material benefits in an unrealistic manner. In particular, in some rich
areas, great differences in work conditions and economic benefits exist between
peasants who engage in industry and sideline occupations and those who engage

in farming. Thus, many young peasants cannot keep their minds on farming, but
just try to "enter factories, look for good spouses, and have well-furnished
houses." 3) Their moral standards and sense of right and wrong are poorer than
those of peasants of the older generation. Some young peasants are keen on
struggling for family property or sites for building houses, and the number of
disputes has increased. Others refuse to support their elderly parents. Still
others lack mental ballast and feel hopeless about the future. A very small
number of them have been tainted with evil habits. They indulge themselves in
eating and drinking and disregard discipline. Some of them have even committee
crimes. According to surveys in various localities, people who have broken the
law account for only 3-5 percent, but they have great influence. We must pay
great attention to this point.
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In spite of the weak points of young peasants and even the fact that some of
them have been tainted with bad habits or have committed crimes, it is still
improper to draw a general conclusion that the political quality and moral
standards of the young peasantry as a whole have declined. Instead, we should
make more detailed and elaborate analysis of the problems. To a large extent,
these problems are caused by their mental traumas and the chaos left behind

by the 10 years of domestic turmoil. In recent years, many localities have at
times relaxed political and ideological education among the youngs and have
taken no effective measures to deal with unhealthy tendencies among young
peasants. This is also a major factor in the appearance of the problems.
Survey materials in various localities show that party organizations at the
grassroots level are generally not good at conducting ideological education
among young peasants. Many grassroots cadres and old peasants do not take

an all-round view of young peasants, but just shake their heads when the prob-
lems among the young peasants are mentioned, saying that they "do not accept
other people's advice," that they "like to make trouble," "have no ability, no
knowledge, and no technology but just follow the fashion in clothes and do
nothing useful." Though they do not like these young people and are worried
about them, they do not conduct ideological education among them. Many rural
CYL organizations are also in a paralyzed condition, and they do not hold a
single meeting of league members all year round and do not induct any new
league members. Most of secretaries of commune CYL committees are now handling
central work in a brigade or a production team, so no one takes care of youth
work in the communes. 1In many brigades, there are no special people who work
as secretaries of CYL branches. Mostly, a deputy secretary of the party branch
in his forties or fifties is concurrently a CYL branch secretary. Young people
who have met the requirements for party members have not been absorbed into

the party. Young people's proportion in labor models is also for smaller than
their proportion in the population. In general, only 10-20 percent of labor
models are young people. All this should not be allowed to continue.

We should not only look squarely at. the shortcomings and problems of young
peasants, but should also take active and effective measures to educate and
criticize them and use our warm attitude to light the revolutionary sparks in
their minds. We should enlighten them on conscientiously linking their fare
with the destiny of our great motherland, and encourage them to dedicate their
youth to the cause of socialist agricultural modernization.

The communist ideological education among young peasants should be conducted

in connection with education in patriotism, collectivism, and socialism. The
great changes in the countryside in recent years show a bright future for our
socialist motherland. Patriotic education may create favorable conditions for
enhancing the socialist consciousness of young peasants. So long as rural
party organizations at all levels earnestly strengthen ideological and politi-
cal education among young peasants, their shortcomings can certainly be overcome
and their problems can surely be solved.

The building of socialist new countryside and the realization of agricultural
modernization cannot but rely mainly on peasants of the younger generation.
Young peasants represent the future of our countryside. We must more clearly
realize their historical position and role and must work more actively to edu-
cate and train young peasants with the communist ideology.
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CENTRAL-SOUTH REGION

CONCLUSION OF GUANGDONG FIRST FAMILY PLANNING CONGRESS
HK200300 Guangzhou Guangdong Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 13 Aug 83

[Text] The first Guangdong provincial congress of advanced collectives and
individuals in family planning concluded in Guangzhou this morning after

6 days in session. The provincial government cited and rewarded a number

of advanced units and individuals in family planning. This congress was a
gathering of heroes in family planning work and also a mobilization gathering
for implementing the basic national strategy and organizing an upsurge of

the family planning drive in September and October. During the meeting,
representatives of 23 advanced collectives and individuals, including
Kaiping County, made speeches or submitted written reports.

The congress adopted a letter of proposal to the people of the whole
province. The letter called on them to resolutely implement the party policy
on family planning and the contraceptive technical policy on inserting the
ring after one birth, undergoing ligation after a second birth, and adopting
remedial measures in cases of pregnancies not covered by the plan, and to
make new contributions to accomplishing the province's population control
target.

Provincial CPC Committee Secretary Lin Ruo spoke this morning at the conclu-
sion of the congress. He affirmed the success of the family planning upsurge
centered on ligation carried out in the province in May and June and stressed:
We must continue to implement the spirit of the Yangjiang conference and
ensure that we do not waver in ideology, have policy relapses, or relax the
work. We must press on to the finish without letup, advance from victory

to victory, and do a good job in the second upsurge in September and October,
striving for still greater victory.

After assessment by the congress, the provincial govermment cited and rewarded
219 advanced collectives and 132 advanced workers. Kaiping and Chaoan
Counties were assessed provincial Red Flag Counties in family planning work.
Twenty-six cities and counties, including Foshan and Zhuhai cities and
Sanshui County, were assessed provincial Advanced Cities and Counties in
family planning. One hundred and ninety-one units, including (Shangchuan)
Commune in Taishan County, were assessed advanced collectives. One hundred
and thirty-three persons, including (Zheng Guiyuan), a full time cadre of
the fishing commune in Zhongshan County, and (Li Yuping), director of the
obstetrics department of Fengshun County Hospital, were assessed advanced
workers. The congress also commended 1,193 advanced collectives and 832
advanced individuals. The congress presented awards to these collectives
and individuals.
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CENTRAL-SOUTH REGION

LIU JIE SPEAKS AT HENAN EDUCATION CONFERENCE
HK090229 Zhengzhou Henan Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 8 Aug 83

[Summary] A provincial education work conference convened by the provincial
CPC committee and government concluded in Zhengzhou on 7 August. Provincial
CPC Committee First Secretary Liu Jie spoke at the closing session. Governor
He Zhukang delivered a report on speeding up readjustment and reform and
working to create a new situation in education work.

Provincial leaders present at the closing session were Liu Jie, Liu Zhengwei,
He Zhukang, Luo Gan, Hou Zhiying, Yue Xiaoxia, and Hu Tingji. Comrade He
Zhukang presided.

Liu Jie and He Zhukang stress