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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS

Positive Egyptian Role, Disputes Over Charter
Discussed

440404534 Nicosia FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH

in Arabic 14 May 89 pp 14-15

[Article by A. ‘Abd-al-Haqq: “Amending Charter With
Provisional Constitution; Why Did Palestinian Presi-
dent Propose Arab Delegation Headed by Egypt”]

[Excerpts] It seems that the word “obsolete” [caduc] is
nothing more than the Palestinian bait. The Palestinian
trap for Israel is President Yasir ‘Arafat’s proposal of a
joint Arab delegation headed by Egypt to [take part in]
the proposed international conference. In this case,
Camp David will become “obsolete” whereas Shamir’s
plan seeks to revive Camp David.

Israeli political commentators acknowledge that in the
statements he made during his visit to the French capital
from 2-3 May 1989, Palestinian President Yasir ‘Arafat
succeeded in dealing “Israeli diplomacy another severe
blow which has again put this diplomacy in a defensive
position,” according to a news analysis by REUTERS.
The analysis adds: “In fact, (President Yasir) ‘Arafat’s
announcement in Paris was no more than the ‘under-
lining’ of a practical reality which materialized 6 months
ago in the PNC [Palestine National Council]’s 19th
session and in the ‘independence proclamation’ specifi-
cally.” [passage omitted)

In this regard, the Palestinian leader proposed in Paris
that a joint Arab delegation to the international confer-
ence be formed under the chairmanship of Egypt. This
proposal accomplishes two objectives:

It shows Palestinian flexibility on the issue of holding the
conference by proposing a party that is accepted inter-
nationally, i.e. by the five capitals that are permanent
UN Security Council members, and it embarrasses Israel
which has demanded an active role by Cairo in the peace
process. This is what Washington wants, as demon-
strated during President Husni Mubarak’s recent visit to
Washington. Moreover, Cairo has joint working and
coordination relations with Paris on the Arab-Zionist
conflict. Cairo’s relations with Moscow have been
improving steadily, especially since Soviet Foreign Min-
ister Shevardnadze’s recent visit to Cairo where he met
with Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Arens and the
Palestinian leader as a proof of Egypt’s important and
vital role in the area’s peace process. What is more
important is that the proposal solves the Palestinian
representation issue which Washington has put as an
obstacle on the path to holding the international confer-
ence. Therefore, the issue becomes a purely internal
Arab issue.

The proposal facilitates holding the special Arab summit
and contributes to enabling it to succeed in achieving
effective and influential results. Egypt’s return to the
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Arab League, where Syria has not shown opposition to
the Arab consensus on this issue while expressing reser-
vation on the issue itself, necessarily means that this
return has to be influential and that upon its return,
Cairo should shoulder its pan-Arab responsibilities and
its duties that emanate from its official return to the
Arab ranks. This proposal offers an immediate touch-
stone and it responds to the wish of certain Arab parties,
especially Syria, which favor forming a joint Arab dele-
gation to the international conference on the basis of
principles of which this is not the place to discuss.

Above everything else, Egypt is the only Arab frontline
state with interest in the international conference that is
not disputing the PLO’s sole representation of the Pal-
estinian people and that is not seeking to gain the
Palestinian card in order to strengthen its negotiating
position.

Despite these gains, brother Abu ‘Ammar’s visit to
France and his statements there have aroused an internal
Palestinian controversy, especially over the rumored
statements about the charter being “abolished,” keeping
in mind that Abu ‘Ammar used a French legal term
which, translated into Arabic, means “obsolete.” This
controversy is the result of [some people] being swayed
by media and press analyses that have seen in the visit
professionally interesting aspects.

It is truly regrettable that the enemies are more accurate
in dealing with Palestinian political positions concerning
purely internal structures and organizational issues than,
for example, Khalid al-Fahum, our ex-PNC chairman.
Al-Fahum and others in Damascus who shed tears for
the “national charter” have not only lacked the mini-
mum degree of customary objectivity but have also put
themselves in the position of those who are ignorant of
the mechanism of action of the highest Palestinian
legislative body—a body which al-Fahum headed for
several years.

What we know is that none of the PLO factions, or even
the factions that do not belong to the PLO, has adhered
to the word of the charter’s provisions, especially the
words saying that armed struggle is the only means for
liberating Palestine. Those who do not suffer from a
porous memory are well aware of and remember the past
positions of some factions on the charter. These factions
considered the charter backward, unable to meet the
Palestinian national requirements, and tailored in parts
to reflect a Palestinian response to the positions of
certain Arab regimes, and so forth.

Let those weeping for the “national charter” hold back
their tears because amendment of the charter will, at
least, be imposed by the developments of our national
struggle, particularly when we sit to discuss a formula to
determine the role of the PLO and of the newborn
Palestinian government. In this case, we will be faced
with one of two fundamental possibilities:
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Let the PLO preserve its prsent structure and take part in
forming a government with national figures from inside
and outside the homeland. In this case, we will need to
amend the *“charter” so that it may respond to the new
given facts in regulating the relationship between the
government and the PLO—regardless of whether the
PLO preserves its form as a national liberation move-
ment or a national front comprised of a number of
parties—in accordance with the proclamation of inde-
pendence which calls for the free formation of parties in
compliance with the state constitution which will be
different from the charter.

The other possibility is to merge the PLO with the
government and, thus, the constitution of our newborn
state will replace the charter.

Popular Commiittees’ Role In Intifadah Described
44040453B Nicosia FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH
in Arabic 28 May 89 p 14

[Report by GHURBAH PRESS ESTABLISHMENT:
“Intifadah: Collective Work on Land and Equal Distri-
bution of Production; Dynamic Nature of Popular Com-
mittees”)

[Text] Nablus—This condensed article is of dual impor-
tance. It is, first, inspired by the actual experiment and
by the formulations of those in charge of the experiment.
It emanates, secondly, from the importance of the pop-
ular committees in establishing the structures and insti-
tutions of tomorrow’s Palestine.

With the start of the popular intifadah [uprising] in the
occupied territories, the UNL [Unified National Lead-
ership) presented in its appeals the task of severing all
ties and relations with the occupation authorities and
their civil administration so as to deprive the occupation
of the legitimacy of its presence and in order to form the
frameworks of the future independent Palestinian entity
and to stem the flow of Arab money to the occupation’s
treasury in the form of taxes, customs fees, monetary
fines and so forth.

To implement these tasks, an alternative has to be
created to manage the living affairs of the occupied
territories’ citizens, in addition to the struggle tasks
during the historic intifadah being undergone by the
Palestinian people. Hence the idea of popular commit-
tees as a framework to take charge of the citizens’ affairs
until the occupation is defeated and a national govern-
ment is established on the Palestinian soil. The popular
committees phenomenon has spread rapidly by virtue of
the citizens’ response to the committees and their wish to
sever their relations with the occupation and its agencies
and to underline their right to freedom and indepen-
dence. The committees have entered every town, village,
camp, quarter and section.
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How they are formed: The popular committees’ first
nucleus is the quarter where the inhabitants or their
representatives meet and elect 5-6 individuals. From
among these, one individual is appointed to the general
popular committee of the town concerned. The process is
repeated up to the highest popular committee in all the
occupied territories.

Popular committees’ tasks: After the UNL appealed to
the Arabs working in the police corps to resign, a security
void developed and the first task of the popular commit-
tees materialized, namely: Form guard committees to
protect the citizens® property from any transgressions.
Each home participates in this. The committees have
demonstrated their effectiveness, as evidenced by the
drop in the transgression incidents during the periods in
which the committees have operated. However, their
successes have ebbed and flowed, depending on the
course of the intifadah which is exposed to temporary
setbacks at times. These committees’ activities differ
from area to area. If we take the town of Bayt Sahur as an
example, we find that the guard committees are operat-
ing as usual. It has been noticed that there has been a big
drop in thefts which have nearly disappeared, whereas
attacks on property occur in areas where no such com-
mittees exist, as in the Ramallah area.

Agricultural task: This task consists of several forms. The
first form is to have every home that owns a plot of land
surrounding it cultivate this land with vegetables and
fruits. The popular committee is prepared to provide all
the assistance needed for the purpose, including seed-
lings, agricultural tools and fertilizer. The purpose
behind this task is to achieve self-sufficiency, to reduce
every family’s expenditures, to dispense with the mar-
kets and their fluctuations and to break the subservient
bond to the Israeli market. The second form of agricul-
tural action is to exploit common land for all members of
a popular quarter where these members take part in
tilling and cultivating the land collectively. A general
strike day determined by the intifadah’s UNL is devoted
to this purpose. On such a day, all proceed to work the
land. The production is divided equally among all the
quarter’s inhabitants. This experiment has proven suc-
cessful. As a consequence, the prices of a large number of
fruit and vegetable varieties have dropped because of
their abundance in the markets. Modern agricultural
methods and the assistance of agricultural experts have
been used in this process.

Animal husbandry: Its objective is to help achieve family
self-sufficiency. This activity is divided into three parts:

First, have the family concerned raise its own poultry,
cattle and sheep if the material resources and the proper
place are available.

Second, set up a joint cooperative from which all the
members of a popular quarter benefit. The inhabitants
contribute equally to the cost of setting up the farm and
divide the production equally.
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Third, a number of individuals agree to set up a cooper-
ative farm if the first and second kinds are impossible to
set up. The popular committee of the quarter concerned
is responsible for guiding and supervising such a farm’s
work and for distributing its production.

Health: With the possibilities of attack by the occupation
troops and by the settlers and of subsequent injuries, the
popular committees have undertaken the task of con-
ducting health education and first aid courses under the
supervision of specialized doctors and nurses. Numerous
young men and women have been trained in the princi-
ples of first aid. In one town, the popular committees
conducted a general blood test to determine each citi-
zen’s blood type and recorded each citizen’s blood type
on a special individual card so that blood may be
donated quickly in case it is needed. This is in addition
to the cleanliness campaigns which the popular commit-
tees organize in the quarters with the purpose of protect-
ing public health from the spread of epidemics and
diseases. The popular committees also put trash boxes
on sidewalks to preserve the beauty of streets.

Popular education: With the stultification policy prac-
ticed by the occupation authorities against the Palestin-
ian students through the constant closure of the educa-
tional institutions in the land since the outset of the
intifadah, thus denying tens of thousands of students the
right to education, this task is one of the most serious
tasks confronting the popular committees. This is why
the intifadah’s UNL has included this issue in its appeals
and has called for establishing a Palestinian national
popular education. This process has been embodied in
the creation of popular schools in the quarters where
classes for the various educational stages have been
formed. Teachers provide instruction in these schools,
using a Palestinian curriculum liberated from the civil
administration’s education officer. In these classes, the
students receive instruction linked totally to the historic
phase being undergone by the Palestinian people,
namely the phase of the glorious intifadah. There has
been a high level of interest in these schools as a result of
the awareness of the students and of their families of the
need to confront the Zionist stultification policy. The
popular committees have provided full support to these
schools to enable them to continue carrying out their
mission. In addition to the above, the purpose of setting
up the popular schools is to form a national educational
framework in preparation for creating the other institu-
tions pertaining to the independent Palestinian state.

These are the popular committees’ tasks. Because of the
serious nature of the tasks the committees are performing,
the occupation forces have fought them very severely, have
outlawed them, and have arrested large numbers of their
members to paralyze their activity and to weaken their
struggle capability. These forces have, for example, also
threatened the institutions and the citizens who offer their
residences to be used as popular education schools. They
have also shut down numerous agricultural nurseries
which offer seedlings to the citizens at symbolic prices. The
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occupation forces have also sent their thugs to engage in
thefts and to burn the citizens’ properties in an attempt to
foil the guard committees’ experiment. Moreover, they
have launched an economic war of starvation by raising
the prices of consumer goods, by banning the remittance of
money from abroad to the citizens and by confiscating
numerous agricultural properties, and so forth.

Despite all this, the popular committees’ experiment has
achieved numerous accomplishments. If they continue
at an ever-accelerating pace, these committees are cer-
tain to achieve other accomplishments on the path of
comprehensive civil disobedience in which every rela-
tionship with the occupation is severed, thus depriving
the occupation of its raison d’etre.

Thus, the people’s revolutionary authority will become an
existing reality which will be crowned with the rise of the
independent Palestinian state on the actual land itself.

BAHRAIN

Pact To Promote GCC Ties With EC Endorsed
440005396 Manama GULF DAILY NEWS
in English 18 Apr 89 p 5

' [Text] Bahrain has endorsed a paci which will strengthen
. ties between the GCC and the European Community

(EC).

His Highness the Amir, Shaykh ‘Isa Ibn-Salman Al
Khalifah, has passed a decree, approving the agreement
signed between the two economic groupings in Luxem-
bourg last June, according to the OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

The agreement was ratified by the GCC [Gulf Corpora-
tion Council] leaders at their summit meeting in Bahrain
last December.

Included in the agreement are plans to exchange infor-
mation and develop links -in energy, industry, trade,
services, agriculture, fisheries, investment, science, tech-
nology and the environment.

In a separate move, His Excellency the Prime Minister
Shaykh Khalifa ‘Ibn-Salman Al Khalifah, has approved
moves to protect industries of national origin.

It follows a resolution passed at the last GCC summit
meeting to safeguard regional industry.

A Protection Committee has been set up to safeguard

GCC industrial products against unfair foreign compe-
tition.
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g’linisterial Order for GCC Nationals Health
over

44000539a Manama GULF DAILY NEWS

in English 18 Apr 89 p 4

[Text] GCC [Gulf Corporation Council] nationals who
fall ill in Bahrain will be entitled to the same medical
treatment as Bahrainis.

A ministerial order signed by Health Minister Jawad
al-’Arayid, said GCC nationals will have the same rights
when secking treatment at Government hospitals and
health centres.

It follows a resolution passed at the GCC summit in
Bahrain last December.

The ministerial order was published in the OFFICIAL
GAZETTE.

l?el{-gsglbfficiency in Eggs, Chickens To Be Attained
y

44000547b Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English
8Jun89p 19

[Text] A model poultry farm has been planned on 4,000
square metres in the southern region at a cost of about
BD3 million, according to a recent report.

A spokesman for the Delmon Poultry Company said the
Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture, in conjunction
with the Food and Agriculture Organisation, had under-
taken a feasibility study on the project. The study had
sought the assistance of experts and surveyed local and
regional market requirements for eggs and chickens.

The Bahrain government hopes the island will be self-
sufficient in eggs and chickens by 1990. Development of
the island’s poultry industry has been highly successful
with local production now meeting about 80 per cent of
the demand for eggs and about half the island’s needs in
table birds.

A government-run poultry company has 70,000 hens
laying up to 20 million eggs a year, satisfying some 40 per
cent of the local demand, while 35 mainly private owned
units provide a further 7.5 million eggs and 1.25 million
table birds.

Corn Oil Plant Expansion Planned
44000547a Muscat TIMES OF OMAN
in English 8 Jun 89 p 27

[Text]} Savola Bahrain announced that they had signed a
turnkey agreement with De Smet of Belgium to build their
new edible oil factory in the North Sitrah industrial area.

Capacity has been increased to 60,000 m. tons from the
earlier estimate of 40,000 tons with the full approval of
the Ministry of Development and Industry. This reflects
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Savola’s confidence in future market prospects for its
well-known brands Aeia, Al-Arabia, Nakhil, Al-Tahi.
These will be produced in Bahrain on a large site ncar the
GARMCO Complex and distributed throughout the
Gulf region.

Production will begin before the end of 1990 and the
initial work force of 150 will grow to 200 as output
expands.

Expansion of ALBA Approved
44000534 Dubayy THE KHALEEJ TIMES
in English 21 May 89 p 15

[Text] Bahrain—Bahrain has given the go-ahead for a
billion-dollar expansion of its aluminum smelter to dou-
ble capacity to 400,000 tonncs a year, industry sourccs
said yesterday.

They said the government, which owns 57.9 percent of
Aluminum Bahrain Bsc (ALBA), had appointed US firm
Bechtel Corp as management consultants for the four-
year project.

The expansion, which is in addition to a current $130
million modernization programme designed to boost
capacity to 205,000 tonnes a year from the current
170,000 tonnes, would make ALBA the largest alumi-
num smelter in the region.

French firm Aluminum Pechiney would provide the
technology for two new pot rooms at the smelter with a
current capacity of 180,000 tonnes a year, the sources
said. A new power station would also be built.

Details for financing the project—estimated to cost at
least a billion dollars—were still being worked out but
plans included a combination of export credit, equity
and commercial loans, the sources said.

A design contract was being negotiated with Bechtel and
work would begin as soon as it was signed, they added.

The only other aluminum smelter in the Gulf, Dubai
Aluminum, has a capacity of around 170,000 tonnes a
year.

But investors in the region are planning a series of
projects that promise to make the Gulf a major interna-
tional power in aluminum, using chcap energy and
abundant capital.

In Saudi Arabia, investors led by Jeddah-based Xenel
Industries Ltd are planning a 240,000-tonnc smelter for
the industrial city of Yanbu.

Qatar also intends to build a plant which could take
advantage of the North Field natural gas deposits as they
are developed over the next few years.
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IRAQ

Construction of Euphrates River Dam Completed
44000545 Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER
in English 16 May 89 p 2

[Article by Yu’arsh K. Nissan]

[Text] Baghdad, May 15. A new 75-million-dinar dam
was recently inaugurated in the central province of
Babylon to replace the 75-year-old al-Hindiyah dam.

The dam was opened by Acting Minister of Agriculture
and Irrigation, Mr ‘Abdallah Badr Danuk to mark Pres-
ident Saddam Husayn’s birthday (April 28).

The new dam, which has the capacity to release 2,500
cubic metres per second, comprises six gates all run by
electrical power.

The dam is designed to make the optimum use of the
water of the river Euphrates. It will also be used for
sailing and generating hydroelectricity.

The new project will feed the two small rivers of al-
Hillah and the canals of al-Kifi, al-Husayniyah and Bani
Hasan through which two million donums (one
donum—2,500 square metres) will be irrigated.

The six gates of the dam—16 metres wide each—are
designed to drain 2,500 cubic metres of water per
second. It has a passage for sailing of 20 metres wide and
150 metres long and the other passage is for raising fish.

There is a hydroelectric station attached to the dam
comprising four generating units with a capacity of 3.75
mega watt each.

Also attached to the dam is al-Husayniyah canal with
three gates, six metres wide each. The gates have a
maximum drainage capacity of 55 cubic metres per
second.

There is also Bani Husayn canal with two gates, six
metres wide each, and a total drainage capacity of 45
cubic metres per second.

On the left side of the dam, there are the al-Kifi gate with
a capacity of 30 cubic metres per second, and al-Hillah
gate, a special area for fish and a sailing passage.

The dam provides other facilities. A 1,500-metre-long
two-way railway bridge and another one for vehicles
were built. The latter was constructed across the river of
al-Hillah, al-Kifi canal and the sailing passage to link the
roads between the towns of al-Musayyib and al-Hindiyah
village.

Two bridges, one linking the two sides of the dam and
the other for pedestrians were also built.
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Mr Danuk said that some 25 Iraqi engineers with a
variety of specialisations supervised the construction
works of the new dam while general supervision was
carried out by the Consultancy Engineering Bureau at
the College of Engineering, Baghdad University.

Ministry Completes Al-Basrah Telephone
Network

44000543 Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER
in English 24 May 89 p 2

[Text] Al-Basrah, May 23—The nation-wide drive to
reconstruct the southern port city of al-Basrah, battered
during the eight-year-old Gulf war, took a further step
over the last week with the completion by the Ministry of
Transport and Communications of the new telephone
network in the city.

The drive to reconstruct and give the city a facelift
started on February 12 upon the directives of President
Saddam Hussayn. With the new network, more families
will be on the phone now and congestions will no longer
appear.

The improvement of telephone services is shown in the
installation of three modern exchanges which was car-
ried out in a two-month period with a total capacity of
20,438 lines.

Mr ‘Abd-al-Amir al-Shamari, the engineer in charge of
the campaign to improve telephone services, said “this
figure represents 85 percent of the total number of
telephone lines to be installed.”

He added that overhead telephone wires in the city were
replaced by new telephone networks.

He said that new 1,183 telephone posts were fixed and
97 cabins, each of 200-300 lines, were replaced by new
ones. -

“This is a major achievement for the moment and we are
planning to make more expansions in the near future,”
said Mr al-Shamari as he was busy supervising a plan to
repair 227 damaged main cables, each of 300-1,200
telephone lines. His staff have already completed repairs
on 358 minor cables each of 10-200 lines.

The major achievement for local people is perhaps the
improvement of telephone services between al-Basrah
and Baghdad and other provinces. This has been made
possible by the installation of a microwave network in
Zubayr district, which acts as a relay center.

For several years people of the city were quite familiar
with telephone congestions when they dialled numbers
in Baghdad and other provinces. The situation became
worse when the telephone exchanges of Ashar, Andalus
and Bad al-Zubayr were damaged by Iranian artillery
shelling.
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Mr al-Shamari said, “now it takes you only seconds to
get a number in Baghdad and other provinces from
al-Basrah without any hitches”.

He also spoke of new plans to increase telephone lines to
meet orders submitted by people. He said that some
2,000 telephone lines will be shortly available in the
areas of al-Mishraq and al-Zubayr and in the vicinity of
al-Basrah TV buildings. So far, he added, 75 percent of
the work on this expansion project has been completed.

Local correspondents who toured the city last week said
that there are several maintenance teams which inspect
telephone cabins and exchanges around the clock to
secure smooth operation.

ISRAEL

Absorption Minister and SHAS Leader Peretz
Profiled

44230131 Tel Aviv MA’ARIV Weekend Supplement
in Hebrew 2 Jun 89 p 5

[Editorial Report] MA’ARIV Weekend Supplement pro-
files SHAS (Torah Observing Sephardim) leader and
Minister of Absorption Yitzhaq Peretz. Peretz com-
ments openly about the less than ideal nature of his job
at the Ministry of Absorption. He notes that it is not, and
never has been a politically attractive job.

Peretz denies the validity of rumors that his zeal in
keeping religious laws, studying the Talmud, and pro-
tecting SHAS’s interests leads him to neglect his repon-
sibilities as minister. He explains that party business and
religious study are undertaken on his personal time and
in no way interfere with his ministerial responsibilities.
He explains that he is in his office every work day, and
questions the motivations of his accusers.

Peretz comments that he is well aware of the religious-
secular distinction in Israeli society and notes that even
in his own office his spokeswoman is secular. He
explains that this does not affect their personal or
professional relationship. Regarding his spokeswoman
Peretz comments that he cannot fault her for her secular
orientation for “she did not choose to be secular, but it is
her reality.”

The minister explains that his career in government and
involvement in secular matters has personal, spiritual
costs and also detracts from his family life. Peretz says
that in consultations with fellow religious leaders such as
Rabbi ‘Ovadya Yosef, he is told that ““now is not the time
for return to religious study.” On his career and his
position, Peretz comments: “I never pursued this life, or
even leadership in the religious world, it just happened,
it came to me. I believe that a man must give to Israel, as
a state, all that he can. I will go where they think I should,
be it the Rabbinate, the Knesset or the government; but
I do it willingly, I will never be dragged.” The author
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explains that Peretz comfortably meets the demands of
his minsiterial duties in the context of his religious
lifestyle. He discusses movies and new cars while frecly
quoting from the bible.

Minister Peretz openly admits that he finds his duties at
the Absorption Ministry frustrating: “it is more frustrat-
ing than the Interior Ministry, but I can not go around
being frustrated. If necessary I am ready to go to America
to start a special absorption drive. Give me a mandate, 1
do not want to do this without authorization from the
prime minister and the finance minister. I am ready. I
have people to help me and I am ready.”

Shomron’s Statement on Army’s Role in Intifadah
Analyzed
44230130 Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Jun 8 p 2

[Editorial Report]HA’ARETZ in Hebrew on 1 Junc 89
published an article describing IDF (Israel Defense
Forces) Chief of Staff Dan Shomron’s attempts to dis-
tance the army from the political controversy surround-
ing the handling of the Intifadah (uprising). The articel
reports on an interview on Israeli television in which
Shomron explained that despite his widely publicized
comments of a year and a half ago, there is a military
solution to the Intifadah. Israel, he explains, must con-
tinue with the strategy it has used successfully against the
Palestinians for 100 years. The Isrealis must continuc to
exploit their advantages in strength, cunning and
patience. Ultimately, Shomron comments, patience will
prevail. The army’s only responsibility, in the general’s
view, is to hold down the level of violence connected
with the intifadah. In an atmnosphere of relative non-
violence or controlled violence, a diplomatic solution
may then be forged. The article comments that Shom-
ron’s attempt to throw the ball into the politicians’ court
will only work if the level of violence is in fact reduced.
If violence escalates, such statements as those made by
Shomron will merely act as a boomerang, returning focus
back onto the army and its leadership.

Officers Respond to Charges of IDF Decline

44230128 [Editorial Report] Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in
Hebrew on 29 May 1989, page 25, published the reply of
several army officers to charges of serious decline in the
IDF (Israel Defense Forces). The charges were made in
an earlier HA’ARETZ interview with history Prof Mar-
tin Van Karfeldin in which he links IDF activity to quecll
the intifadah with decline in IDF morale and discipline.
He argues that “an army which faces a weak opponent
with itself become weak.”

The broad consensus of the high level officers inter-
viewed was that Van Karfeld’s remarks reflect a lack of
firsthand exposure to the IDF, particularly its activity in
the occupied territories. The officers further argued that
a lack of intimate knowledge of the army greatly reduces
the validity and significance of Van Karfeld's remarks.



JPRS-NEA-89-045
10 July 1989

The officers admitted that there is clearly a negative
impact of the intifadah on the military. There has been
some incremental reduction in enthusiasm and confi-
dence connected with service in the territories. Further-
more, there is no denying that there have been economic
costs to the defense establishment. However, the officers
agreed that Van Karfeld is mistaken to connect difficul-
ties caused by containing the intifidah with a weakening
of the IDF’s capacity to defend Israel from external
security threats. They argued that the intifadah has had
no impact on the army’s ability to fight a war against a
conventional external military force.

One officer made the point that Van Karfeld’s remarks
are impressionistic and “not at all based on empirical
evidence.” He explained that some of the soldiers who
have served in the territories “fighting against children”
have subsequently been placed into service against ter-
rorist squads attempting to infiltrate Israel’s borders.
These soldiers have displayed high levels of motivation
and confidence in successfully carrying out these mis-
sions. : : : ;o :

If the “professor” were to place himself in the company
of the IDF, remarked one general, and see the nature of
service in the territories firsthand, his attitudes and
opinions might change. It is impossible to understanding
the nature of what soldiers are up against without first
handknowledge. It is similarly difficult to understand the
attitudes of Israeli soldiers based only on exposure to
second and thirdhand reports.

Some of the officers’ strongest reactions came in
response to Van Karfeld’s comment that reserve soldiers
who have refused to serve in the territories represent the
elite of the IDF. One general commented that the elite
are found among those soldiers who serve in the territo-
ries despite the disagreeable nature of such service.
Those refusing service are nothing more than traitors, he
added. The general admitted that the intifadah is
unpleasant, but uncontrolled it would represent a genu-
ine threat to Israel’s security. This is the perception of
the democratically elected officials of the Isreali Govern-
ment, he continued, and no individual soldier has the
rporal or political right to pass judgment on such deci-
sions. '

One officer made the point that the Americans and the
French have already gone through the process of build-
ing down their armed forces after unpleasant military
experiences similar to Israel’s in the territories. Follow-
ing the reduction, they simply had to rebuild upon
realizing the wrongness of such a decision. Isreal must
not make the same mistake. Israel must not, he contin-
ued, overreact to. this unpleasant situation and draw

unwarranted strategic conclusions.

Finally, while the generals disagreed emphatically with
many of Van Karfeld’s comments, they admitted that
they provided ample food for thought and opportunity
for dialogue. ,
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Kahane Interviewed on Sicarite Movement
44230091 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT
in Hebrew 21 Apr 89 p 3

[Article by Ronit Vardi]

[Text] It happened a few years ago. One building in
Mahane Yehuda in Jerusalem was declared cursed by a
Kabbalistic rabbi. Since then, Rabbi Kahane told me, no
one went there. The real estate was low and the offices
rented for a song. “And that,” Rabbi Kahane added,
“was my good fortune. We established the KAKH [Meir
Kahane Party] offices in that building.” It is from there
that the party is run, the Yeshiva managed, the affairs of
the State of Judaea organized, and so forth.

That is also where the Sicarites were recently discussed.
The discussion was informal. One man leaned on the
table, another against the wall, and a third went in and
out of the room. Someone suggested marketing a T-shirt
with the picture of a gas pump and the logo: “Good Job,
Sicarites.” Another suggestion was to establish a small
fund for gasoline money for arson, but they have to bring
receipts if they want money. Uproarious laughter.

The person who is telling me about that discussion is also
laughing. It is a young man, wearing a yarmulke on his
dark curly hair. He carries the title Rabbi'and he works
for the Ministry of Education. We will not give his name
per his request, so as not to endanger his job.

The subject of the Sicarites was brought up as soon as I
began the interview. I had never made the connection
between Kahane’s movement and the Sicarites, not until
my visit to the KAKH offices in Jerusalem. Many of the
activists who were interviewed for this article went to
great length to draw a parallel between them, as well as
with LEHI [Fighters for the Freedom of Israel].

The main question was what had befallen Kahane and
KAKH since the ban. The answers ranged from the
Sicarites to LEHI. In the office, by the way, one finds
press clippings and other literature about the two orga-
nizations mixed together. :

And that is what happened with Kahane’s people. Who-
ever attacked their legitimacy exposed himself to their
arrows. And the arrows were sharpened in the offices in
the cursed building in Jerusalem. However, what
emerges from the building nowadays is only a faint
preamble to what is still to come. .

[Barukh Marzel] “I know of many people who have
given up on Israeli democracy. I don’t know what they
do.” : : S

The following questions were addressed to the rabbi
working for the Education Ministry. ' -

[YEDI'OT] Was the use of the terrﬂ, Sicarites popular
among KAKH before the elections, too?
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[Rabbi] “Yes, but not as much as since then. After the
elections one of our activists asked me for the article by
Aba Ahime’ir.”

[YEDI'OT] Who is that?

[Rabbi] “Just a moment....” He put his hands to his face
as in amazement, covered his eyes, muttered a few
exclamations of surprise, and laughed.

[YEDI'OT] But what do you have against Mina Tze-
mah?

[Rabbi] “Disinformation.”

[YEDI'OT] Tzemah’s research institute is owned by a
LEHI member.

[Rabbi] “All sorts of people came out of LEHI, including
leftists.”

[YEDI’OT] Yes, but today Jurabin is close to Prime
Minister Shamir.

[Rabbi] “Shamir? His front door should be set on fire,
too. He condemned the Sicarites, didn’t he? When it
comes to saving a life, when a Jewish life depends on a
certain individual, one must sometimes take drastic
steps. One first gives a warning that the door is about to
be set on fire, and if that does not help, then destruction
is in order.”

[YEDI'OT] Rabbi
Sicarites.

Kahane, too, condemned the

[Rabbi] “Yes? Where?”
[YEDI'OT] I heard him.
[Rabbi] “Are you sure?”

A few minutes after it was announced that the Supreme
Court had banned KAKH, Rabbi Kahane called a press
conference. As he was making his statements to the
;journalists, one of his people suddenly burst into the
room, tore up his identity card, and snatched a subma-
chine gun. That was already dangerous. The man was
thrown to the floor and dragged outside. He tried to get
up; he was foaming at the mouth. But he was pushed to
the ground and was later taken to the hospital.

Since then KAKH went through the expected crises. As
the elections were approaching, an idea took shape. The
prevailing suggestion was to burn down voting booths.
Then it was said that arsonists should go to the voting
centers, go into booths with the envelopes, and lay the
fire. Within minutes the whole thing would be in flames.
Hundreds of such bonfires could be organized through-
out the country, the arsonists could get away, and the
elections would be disrupted.
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Kahane killed the idea. He sent a special envoy to a small
settlement in the north. There, several members met in a
private home and discussed steps to organize an under-
ground. Without saying so in so many words, the envoy
made it clear that the rabbi was against it. Patience,
patience, patience. That was Rabbi Kahane’s message
then, and at the interview.

“What am I, stupid, to fall into the trap?”’ Kahane later
said. “If I thought that we needed an underground I
would have said, friends, let’s go to it. But because there
is no such need for the time being, it would be suicide.
Every fourth person in this country is an informer. This
is a small country. Every wall has ears, in every ashtray
there is a bug. I am not stupid. Moreover, I know that the
future is mine. The people already believe that the
Alignment are scoundrels, and soon they will come to the
conclusion that Shamir is an abomination. Only Kahane
will be left. By then they are bound to be in despair.
David’s heir cannot come until there is despair.”

[YEDI'OT] And you are David’s heir?

[Kahane] “God forbid, I am a Kohen. There is no doubt
that we are living in Messianic times.”

[YEDI’OT] Is General Security after you?

[Kahane] “Not at all. Not so far, because they think that
I am finished. I am still not aware of them. They will no
doubt come after me. The best thing they could do for
me is to put me in jail.”

[YEDI'OT] What do you think about the Sicarites?

[Kahane] “They are stupid. It’s all nonsense. What
practical gain is there in setting fire to the front door of
Mina Tzemah or Dan Margalit? Who are they, anyway?
What are they? Childish. If someone wants to do some-
thing, we have enemies here, there are the Arabs. And
even then, only if there is something to be gained by it.
What does one get out of setting fire to Tabory's door?”

[YEDI'OT] I heard some of your young activists come
out in support of the Sicarites.

[Kahane] “That is the difference between adults and
children. After all, no one could suspect me of being
moderate, God forbid.”

[YEDI'OT] They claimed that on some matters they do
not specifically consult you so as not to implicate you.

[Kahane] “If there is some child you want to discuss, go
ahead.”

[YEDI’OT] Do you think that you will be in jail in the
coming year? You once told me that you served time for
false testimony.

[Kahane] “No. But I am not afraid.”
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This moderation led to the deletion of strident passages °

from earlier incitement material. By now it is difficult to
find calls to the daughters of Israel about mixed mar-
riages, and instead of disseminating leaflets urging the

expulsion of the Arabs from the country, they now -
request only the expulsion of enemies. After the ban -

KAKH went through a quiet period. Many activists
joined other parties. Some went to Tehiya (“Those who
were looking for jobs,” according to Barukh Marzel).
Others turned to the Torah Observing Sephardim
[SHAS). KHAH still has close ties to all those people.
Some members even joined Gandhi, and, to Kahane,
Ghandi is like a red flag to a bull. :

[YEDI'OT] How can you stop members from joining
Gandhi? ‘

[Marzel] “We don’t do anything. He (Gandhi) is doing
our work for us.” B

[YEDI'OT] How?

[Marzel] “He doesn’t do anything, except from bringing
out a beautiful newspaper. Our people are used to a far
higher level of activity.”

{Itziq Palhimer, 22] “I left because of the ban. There was
no activity. Everyone was in shock. People cried. I said I
was going to join Moledet, a new movement. I had high
hopes. 1 began to organize young people in Jerusalem.
But they turned down all our suggestions. They didn’t let
us do anything. No action, no real demonstration. Noth-
ing. When all is said and done, what are they? A party of
lawyers and gentlemen. Our immediate superior was a
man in his mid-50’s who had no idea what young people
wanted. We didn’t ask for funds, nor anything else, just
action.

“They spent an unreal amount of money on some
newspaper. Had that money come here, to KAKH youth,
we could have turned the country upside down. But
Moledet? Once we demonstrated in front of the prime
minister, and got shouted at for it: ‘What did you do, it
will work against us.” Aside from the chairman and a few
others, who is still in Moledet in Jerusalem?”

[YEDI'OT] What is the difference between KAKH and
Moledet?

[Palhimer] “That KAKH acts on suggestions. There are
demonstrations, raids.”

[YEDI'OT] What is the difference between today’s
KAKH and KAKH before the elections? :

[Palhimer] “Many members became disappointed with
the state. Very many. They suppressed the feeling, but
one day it exploded, and then they talked about all sorts
of things. Not necessarily about legal actions. We are
aware of the fact that whatever we do, we will always be
hated.”
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Kahane invests a lot in the yeshiva he opened in Jerus-
alem. He recently purchased a building for it near
Shmu’el Hanavi’, which cost about $40,000. The yeshiva
was opened about 2 years ago, but its importance
increased after the elections. The students are some 20
young men hand-picked by the Rabbi. Their faith is their
philosophy.

[Kahane] “Oh, what deep satisfaction I get from them.
That is where the real leaders will come from, the great
rabbis, and the fighters. We have a special teaching
method. The Torah gives the classical example of a great
man among Israel, King David, for example. We have a
quick method of teaching the SHAS (in contrast to
Lithuanian yeshivot, for example), and we also have a
special class for journalism. We dissect the writing and
the writer, so that the Torah should not be just theory,
but real life. We want to conquer the people and the state

_ through this yeshiva.”

[YEDI'OT] How do you select your students? What do
you look for in them?

[Kahane] “I look for people who are totally and com-
pletely sane, who are intelligent, and who believe in the
principles of the KAKH movement. I look for discipline,
because it is not easy. You read the newspaper, and if
you belong to KAKH, you want to take action. But as a
yeshiva student you are told, sit down and study. You
can only do one thing at a time.”

[YEDI’OT] Have you already expelled anyone from the
yeshiva because. of activism?

[Kahane] “I do not expel. But yes, people left because
they did not remain seated all day.”

[YEDI'OT] What if it were found out that one of the
students was an active member of the Sicarites?

[Kahane] “He would have to immediately leave the
organization, otherwise he would be leaving the yeshiva.
But immediately. There would be no place for him at the

. yeshiva. No place even if he did something for us,

something positive. Here one learns to be a leader of the
people of Israel. One has to put all one’s time and energy
into that.” , .

[YEDI'OT] And they will be your elite unit, your com-
mando? .

[Kahane] “They will be the really great men in their
generation, our elite, the best. They will be the heroes.”

[YEDI'OT] And in a few years they will join the IDF
[Israel Defense Forces], gain experience, and then
become active? .

[Kahane] “Half of them have already served in the IDF.
All of them will serve.”
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Kahane’s more pressing mission at the moment is to
regain his American passport. That is a matter of vital
importance for the continuation of his activities, because
the United States is KAKH’s financial front.

Kahane: “I now have a serious problem in Washington,
because they pulled a clever trick on me here. They said
that anyone running for Knesset in 1988 may not hold
dual citizenship. I returned my passport and told them
that I was being coerced.”

But since he did not run for Knesset, Rabbi Kahane was
- left empty handed on both accounts. He now has a suit in
court in Washington, with Nat Lowen as his attorney.
The first round is due to conclude in a few weeks.

[YEDI’OT] What will happen if you cannot enter the
United States?

[Kahane] “I will make a video cassette here of an
inspiring speech and will send it for money. I will say,
your contribution is your reaction to what they did to
me. Send money.” S

Competition in Unmanned Aircraft Industry
Intensifying

44230126 Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew

25 May 89p 13

44230126 [Editorial Report] Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in
Hebrew, 25 May 89, p 13, reports that much of
unmanned aircraft technology has been pioneered by the
Israelis. Israel is making drone production, as well as
other types of unmanned aircraft production a top
priority for the future. As of 1 January 1989, the Israel
Aerospace Industry (IAI) acquired 50 percent of the
Tadiran Corporation. This segment of Tadiran’s opera-
tions will be dedicated to the development and manu-
facture of unmanned weapons systems. Tadiran will
serve as a contractor for the two companies presently
involved in such operations.

The report states that IAI is directing its energies at
remaining competitive with similar companies in West-
ern Europe, the United States, Japan and the Soviet
Union. It adds that competition is heating up in the
context of the potentially lucrative American market.
One year ago, the U.S. Congress appropriated $2.3
billion for the future acquisition of drone aircraft. The
standards set by Congress and the defense department
are threefold: 1) the manufacturer must have a proven
operational capability, 2) there must be future develop-
mental capability, 3) the system’s price must be compat-
ible with the budget (approximately $500 million to $1
billion, over 3 years).

Israel has placed its Impact model drone into competi-
tion for American contracts. The Impact is notable for its
night vision photographic capability. The Impact’s man-
ufacturers boast of its capabilities beyond the basic
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functions of reconnaissance, observation and intelli-
gence collection. The Impact can also carry a 100 kilo-
gram payload, a quality with obvious military applica-
tions.

IAl is working hard to develop and expand the potential
uses of drones. Executives explain the usefulness of
drones in tasks as diverse as assisting in the war on drugs,
border patrols and even in geological expeditions.

Robots Exported to Japan
44230087a Tel Aviv HADASHOT Weekend Supplement
in Hebrew 25 Apr 89 p 2

[Text] After 3 years of intensive attempts to penetrate
the Japanese market, this year saw success thanks to
Roboteq. Contacts were established with Yaskawa, a
large robot-manufacturing company and one of the larg-
est in Japan. The event also marks a small revolution in
the approach to robot education in Japanese society.
Until now, training took place directly on the plant
premises. Yaskawa's industrial robot came to the pur-
chaser’s premises, and there people were taught by using
the robot itself, “live,” if that’s the correct term to use in
connection with robots. The Yaskawa director who vis-
ited the Eshed Roboteq exhibit was persuaded to adopt
(at least on a trial basis) a completely different approach,
namely, to teach customers how to use an industrial
robot with a desk-size, Israeli-made training robot.

The robots of Eshed Roboteq are small, desk-top robots,
as they say, not bigger than the average stuffed bear. One
can sit at one’s desk in an office and learn how to handle
a huge industrial robot. There is no danger, for example,
that such a huge robot, operated by a learner, would
destroy three work sheds before someone who knows
what they are about stops it. And it does not matter at all
whether the robot user is an automotive plant, a foot-
wear factory, or NASA [National Aeronautics and Space
Administration], the U.S. space agency. The Eshed
Roboteq system is general; all robots can be taught on it.
And now, as we said before, the Israelis have managed to
introduce this system to the Japanese market through
Yaskawa, no less. From now on Yaskawa itself will
market Eshed’s training robots.

Water Management Problems Reportedly
Worsening

44230089 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR

in Hebrew 13 Apr 89 p 9

[Article by Ronit Morgenstern]

[Text]“The situation in Israel is different from that in
India, where sewage flows into a river from which people
drink afterwards. The water systems in Israel are closed. I
would not describe the situation as that black, but also not
as white. I would choose the color grey,” said Yitzhak
Zohar, the assistant chief engineer for public health, who is
responsible for water in the Ministry of Health.
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- In contrast, Mordekhay Ya’qubovitz, the spokesman for

- the MAQOROT Company, which supplies approximately
75 percent of the water used in Israel, says, “The amount
of water suitable for drinking is diminishing. This year we
will pump more water from the Sea of Galilee in order not
to worsen the ground-water situation. If immediate mea-
sures are not taken to correct the sewage situation, there
will be more outbreaks of disease, we will have to seal more
wells, and we will not be able to supply the amount of
water required by the population.

“For example, in Shfar’am, in addition to an old water
line there also is a drilled well, which had been outside
the residential area, but is now in the center, among
houses, due to considerable construction. The local sew-
age system is based on cess pools, so that the threat of
contamination of the water was so great that we stopped
supplying them water from that well. Consequently, they
receive today less water than they require.”

According to him, a survey conducted by MAQOROT
shows that drinking-water installations in 150 places in
Israel are in danger of contamination. The situation of
60 of these installations is critical. Incidentally, Yaqubo-
vitz does not accept the findings announced yesterday on
the evening news according to which fecal germs were
found in the water of the national water carrier. He
asserts, “There’s no basis to that. They took a sample of
water before filtration and chlorination, so that the
sample was similar to one taken from nature, and there,
t00, you can find germs.”. :

In July 1985, a dysentery epidemic affecting approxi-
mately 10,000 persons broke out in the Qaryot area. The
apparent reason was the penetration of sewage water
from a broken sewer pipe. The sewage water percolated
down into the -Afeq No. 2 well, but nobody. paid atten-
tion until the first victims reached the emergency rooms.
An investigatory commission was established, and it
recommended, among other things, placing sewer lines
farther from the water lines, giving a list of 50 drilled
wells that were in danger of contamination. The com-
mission also stated that the sewage flowing in open
trenches and damaged sewer lines constituted a danger.
The cesspits used mainly in the Arab sector are a
long-term danger not only to those settlements, ‘because
the sewage water percolates downwards and reaches the
aquifer, from which water is pumped to the entire
population. : '

The Ministry of Health points an accusing finger at the
local authorities, and the latter accuse the bureaucracy in
the Ministry of the Interior. They argue at MAQOROT
that they cover the entire country and have adequate
manpower. “Let us organize the subject of sewage,” they
request. But at the Ministry of Health they say that it is
clearly in the interest of MAQOROT that we line up
behind their frightening announcements about the sew-
age situation in Israel. : : '
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. Engineer Yitzhaq Zohar argues that after the dysentery

report of 1985, the Ministry of Health asked Mekorot to
install sensors in 50 wells to check the level of contami-
nation. As of today, MAQOROT has installed sensors in
only five wells, due to inadequate budget. Some of the
wells have been closed, but not all of them.

. Bacteriological water examinations are carried out five

times a week in the large cities, and once every 4 weeks in
small settlements. In 1987, an average of 3 percent of the
samples were found to be unfit for drinking, which is
similar to the percentage in the United States, according to
Zohar. The samples in the large cities showed a count of

~ 0.5 percent, but the problem was in the small settlements.

As it is known, water purification is carried out with
chlorine. It was discovered in 1974 that when there is
organic matter in the water (and there almost always is),
the combination of part of the chlorine with the organic
matter creates a carcinogenic substance called trieylom-
ethane. Engineer Zohar says, “We knew about that, but
our water ordinances were not up to date at that time.
We brought them up to date only in 1988, and specified
that chlorbioxide was to be added. MAQOROT began to
add chlorbioxide 7 years ago.” But there is a certain
problem with chlorbioxide, as it is a very strong oxida-
tion agent, and when it acts upon the organic matter a
by-product is created - chloride - that is liable to endan-
ger groups in the population that suffer a certain enzyme
deficiency. Therefore its concentration must be below a
certain level, which is unknown, as the requirement has
not yet .been established, and they are waiting for an
international committee to decide. No one in Israel has
yet been harmed by the substance. At a conference in
1988, experts stated that the excessive chlorination used
in the northern settlements carries the risk of causing
cancer, so that it is already unclear what is preferable
-organically contaminated drinking water or carcino-
genic water as a result of massive chlorination.

At MAQOROT they do not take seriously the experts’s
warnings or banner headlines in the press about the
danger of a “cancer epidemic” seriously. According to
Yakubovitz, there is no such danger, as MAQOROT
closes contaminated wells.

Six ministries, 3 government corporations and all the
local authorities are involved in water and sewage in
Israel. Environmental experts regard the unification of
the handling of sewage as a prerequisite for improving
the situation. The Water Commissioner, Tzemah Yishi,
called this week for the integration under one roof of all
the factors dealing with the subject, including . the
National Sewage Project. According to him, due to the
separation between the National Sewage Project, the
Water. Authority, and MAQOROT, there are purifica-
tion installations in the vicinity of cities. The fragmen-
tation creates lack of coordination and bureaucracy, and
delays any possible progress in improving the sewage
system in Isracl. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Environ-
mental Quality pins its hopes on a kind of central
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coordination for the entire subject. But, as is known, the
new ministry receives very little cooperation, and, in the
meantime, the size of the budget of the small ministry
determines a lot.

In the Ministry of Health they are not satisfied with the
quality of MAQOROT’s drinking water. Zohar of the
Ministry of Health, which is the ministry responsible for
the quality of drinking water in Israel argues, “There is a
certain concentration of organic material and a certain
turbidity.” The Ministry demanded that MAQOROT set
up next a central filtration facility for all the water in the
National Water Carrier to the Sea of Galilee. The Water
Commissioner’s office told them that this would cost
$60 million. They are now toiling in MAQOROT on a
plan to broaden the use of ground water and to establish
local filtration facilities where it is impossible to draw
ground water. This will reduce the use of agents to
disinfect and improve the water.

Meanwhile, there is no need to boil water - the drinking
water is potable, says MAQOROT’s spokesman. In the
Ministry of Health they also believe that there is no
danger whatsoever from tap water. But the responsible
factors, who cannot control the increasing contamina-
tion that also is overwhelming the supposedly closed
water systems, admit that there will be more outbreaks of
diseases, such as dysentery. The problem is worse in the
northwestern settlements.

In the last 4 years, there were 2 outbreaks of dysentary in
Israel, in between there was also an outbreak of polio, a
potential malaria epidemic began recently, and who
knows how much hepatitis, diarrhea, mosquitos, stench,
or some contamination is hiding in the bushes. And
that’s the way we look in Israel at the end of the 20th
century.

Students in Ari’el Comment on Arab
‘Understanding’

44230087B Tel Aviv HADASHOT Weekend Supplement
in Hebrew 21 Apr 89 pp 23,25

[Article by Yitzhaq Latz: “That Is What Arabs Under-
stand”]

[Text] “And I think that this is the only way to make
those Arabs understand that we are nobody’s fools,” said
Yosy Rayiq, 16, to his classmate Navot Goren.
“Really?”” asked Navot, “You think that the stones you
throw are less painful than theirs? Maybe you want to
throw fire bombs at them, too, and be done with it? Mow
them down, in other words?”

[Yosy] “Don’t talk nonsense. If we don’t retaliate imme-
diately after each one of their attacks, pretty soon they
will look up and think that they’ve scared us and that
they can do anything.”

[Navot] “But that’s what the army is for.”

12
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[Yosy] “Army? Don’t make me laugh. We've scen what
this army is worth. Instead of defending Jews and cutting
down Arabs, those soldiers confront us and cordon off
Ari’el. They're crazy.”

[Navot] “But you calmed down somewhat thanks to
them and didn’t spill any blood.”

[Yosy] “Don’t worry, the next time, if the army gets
smart with us, we'll know what to do.”

[Navot] “Really? You'll throw stones at the soldiers,
too?”

[Yosy] “You know what the trouble is with you? That
you’re arranging the world according to your distorted
mind.”

[Navot] “So what did you expect, that I arrange it
according to your distorted mind?”

“And 1 tell you,” intervenes Ro’y Efron, “that we must
take blood vengeance. That is the only thing that Arabs
understand: blood vengeance.”

This week we learned that those high school kids from
Ari’el staged retaliatory actions against the neighboring
Arab village of Bidyiah. That was about 3 months ago.
According to a rumor circulating in the area, a man from
Alfey Menashe was burned to death in his car not far
from his home. Less than 1 hour later Yosy Rayiq from
Elkana and his father were already speeding away toward
Ari’el. “We practically flew in order to join everybody
else.”

[HADASHOT] Everybody?

[Yosy] “After every attack the pcople of Ari'el get
together, get organized, and plan a response. When the
late Jersey was killed, we went mad with rage. How dare
they, those Arabs. We knew that people would get
organized in Ari’el, as usual, but at the entrance to the
settlement there was a roadblock. We could not believe
our eyes. It was the first time that the army was closing
off a Jewish settlement.”

[Navot] “Closing it off.”

[Yosy] “Putting it under curfew, closing it off, whatever-
.The main thing is that they did not let us, Jews from the
arca, enter. They held us at the roadblock as if we were
Arabs.”

[HADASHOT] Then you went home?

[Yosy] ““Are you crazy? We left the car at the side of the
road and went in on foot. Everybody was there. They had
driven around and joined up with each other. Then we
drove to Bidyiah.”
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[HADASHOT] Bidyiah? But that village is here, in the
neighborhood, not far away. What does it have to do
with the attack near Alfey Menashe?

[Yosy] “What difference does it make? They’re all the
same. Today it’s in Alfey Menashe, and tomorrow in
Ari’el or Elqana. We decided to make our presence felt.
We drove through in the middle of the night with sirens
on, made noise.”

[HADASHOT] Who took the lead?

[Yosy] “People.”

[HADASHOT] Is there a leader?

[Yosy] “Everybody drove together.”
[HADASHOT] Are you trying to hide something?

[Yosy] “Hide something? I tell you, everybody drove
together.”

“Jt’s like this,” said Shimshon Levy, Arabic teacher and
one of the oldest inhabitants of the settlement, “After
each blood incident I stay home and wait. Then I hear a
car horn and I know that people are getting organized. I
don’t know who is in the car, but a car is driving through
the streets with the horn on. I get dressed, get into my
car, and drive to the center. Once I myself was among the
organizers. I wrote a leaflet in Arabic and we circulated
it in the neighboring Salfit village. It said: ‘Leave us
alone and we’ll leave you alone. Remember the good
times when we lived in peace. We appeal to the noble
Arab soul: restrain the extremists.’ It didn’t do any good.
Twice I drove with our people through neighboring
villages to make our presence felt, especially after inci-
dents. We only wanted to let them know that we were
here. But what happened in the end? Extremists from
among us, idiots, went rioting. I said to myself: I will not
be a party to that. I stopped going.”

[HADASHOT] What will happen next time they blow
the horn for you?

[Levy] “I will stay home alone mourning the bloodshed.
I will not seek revenge.”

[Yosy] “I will. Last time, after Jersey was murdered,
there were some 100 cars. When we arrived at the village
we came upon another roadblock. It’s maddening; why
do they have to be heroes with us? They did not protect
Jersey. No, they didn’t. But now they were putting up
roadblocks—very smart. They knew that we wouldn’t
throw stones at them. We left the car and father and I
walked around into the village.”

[HADASHOT] Weren’t you afraid?
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[Yosy] “Don’t make me laugh. I was with my father and
with everyone else. Afraid? The villagers were waking up
from our noise and getting organized. Children went up
on the school roof and started taunting us.”

[Navot] “Taunting you? And what where you doing
there? Went there to invite them for dinner?”

[Yosy] “You and your views. They began to throw stones
at us, so we threw some back at them.”

[HADASHOT] You, too?
[Yosy] “We threw stones.”
[HADASHOT] Your father, too?

[Yosy] “Everybody threw stones, knocked on the walls
and on cans, there was noise—as there should be.”

[HADASHOT] Did you enjoy it?
[Yosy] “I was pleased.”

[Navot] “So now what is the difference between you and
some Arab idiot who throws stones or fire bombs at us?”

[Yosy] “You don’t know what the difference is? You
know very well that if it were up to them, they would
butcher us all this very night.”

[Navot] “Don’t generalize and don’t exaggerate.”

[Yosy] “Did you hear that? He says not to generalize and
not to exaggerate. It was I, not you, who almost became
a murder victim.”

[HADASHOT] When?

[Yosy] “I’ll tell you, then maybe you’ll understand what
is happening here. My father has a restaurant at the
entrance to Elkana, inside an old bus. You might have
seen it. You did? OK. One day, last year, my sister, who
is in eighth grade, and I went to help out. Four Arabs
were sitting there, eating, drinking, laughing. Towards
evening my father and mother had to go to Tel Aviv. But
since there were customers in the restaurant, he decided
to leave my sister and me to work and later to close up.
Suddenly, my mother said: ‘I'm a little afraid to leave
them alone,” and she glanced at the four Arabs. ‘You’re
afraid of them? my father asked, ‘They’re like us, they’re
our people.’ So, they took off and we stayed behind. The
next day the radio dropped the bomb: the four murderers
of the late soldier David Shalti’el had been caught. And
who do you think they were?”

[HADASHOT] Who?
[Yosi] “What do you mean, who? One FATAH man and

the other three, that’s who. And the previous evening,
dear sir, I was serving the four killers of a soldier. A
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FATAH man, whom I know very well. I could not
believe it. I thought it must be a mistake. Maybe. In the
evening I was watching television, and there was the
FATAH man, smiling, saying ‘Yes, I am the murderer.’
He said he had done it for ideological reasons. It gave me
the creeps. So what do you think now?”

[HADASHOT] What do you think?

[Yosy] “They are going too far. My father once had a
worker in the restaurant from the Bidiyah village. We
were friends. He brought me a donkey, we played ‘hands
down.” One day he stopped coming to work. Why? He
was arrested for throwing a fire bomb. You don’t believe
it? It’s a fact. I didn’t believe it, either, but it’s a fact.
Those are the Arabs for you. To your face they’ll smile at
you and say ‘Ahlan wa sahlan,’ but if you turn your back
they’ll stick a knife in you.”

*“He’s right, he’s absolutely right,” said Ro’y Efron, 16,
who last summer left Ari’el with his parents and now
lives in Petah Tiqva. At the beginning of the week he was
visiting friends in Ari’el. “I, too, had joined a special
force organized in Ari’el. We went to the village of Adiq
to teach them a lesson, so they won’t be so happy when
they manage to kill one of our women or children.”

[HADASHOT] What were you after?

[Ro’y] “What do you mean, what were we after?
Revenge.”

[HADASHOT] Killing them?
[Ro’y] “Killing? No, not that.”
[HADASHOT] Why not?

[Ro’y] “No. We don’t go to kill. To scare, yes, but not to
kill.”

[HADASHOT] What about self-defense?

[’Omer] “I'm not a coward, but sometimes I'm afraid,
especially after incidents, fire bombs, stones, things like
that. We live in Barqan, 1 and %: km from the road that
crosses Shomron. Sometimes I'm late for my ride and |
have to walk to the road and wait there for a bus or a
ride. I'm not afraid for myself. Even waiting at the
crossroad with Arabs doesn’t scare me. But lately my
father has begun to be afraid. For example, this morning
I was going to walk to the crossroad as usual, but he
suddenly said: wait a moment, I'll drive you to Ari’el.
Before he never thought of doing that. He started nag-
ging me not to wait at the crossroad, anything but that.”

[HADASHOT] Do you join the people who get orga-
nized in Ari’el against Arab villages after 