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EDITORIAL -- COURSE OF THE 27TH CPSU CONGRESS
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 4, Mar 87 (signed to press 23 Feb 87) pp 3-19

[Text] Today time has become extraordinarily valuable. An increasing number
of thoughts and actions are crowded within each day and hour; the pulse-beat
of our life 1s becoming faster and stronger. It was only 1 year ago that the
27th CPSU Congress concluded its work. Even according to the strictest
nistorical measure, this is a short time. However, some years equal decades
of "ecalm" and "ordinary" development in terms of their significance. Those
are times of renovation expected by all, of decisive change. Such precisely
has become the time in which we live.

The 27th CPSU Congress made decisions of historical importance to the
destinies of the country; it formulated a realistic and comprehensively
weighed strategy and tactics and determined the nature and pace of our
progress toward a qualitatively new condition in Soviet society. We can say
with full justification that the year which has passed since the congress
confirmed the accuracy of the path we chose and the scientific accuracy with
which the situation which had developed in the country and throughout the
world was assessed. The congress continued the objective and comprehensive
study of the situation in society and the negative phenomena and processes
left from the past, which had become apparent in the course of the very
difficult renovation of all areas of social 1life, initiated at the April 1985
CPSU Central Committee Plenum. The congress' lessons in truth determined the
constructive enthusiasm in purging our lives from anything which prevents us
from moving ahead and hinders socioeconomic and spiritual progress.

The year since the congress became the time of initial moves in implementing
the party's strategy of profound restructuring of the national economy and the
social area and implementing the course of acceleration; the stipulations of
the new draft of the CPSU program, the party's statutes with their amendments,
and the Basic Directions in the Economic and Social Development of the Country
in the 12th 5-Year Period and Until the Year 2000 are being implemented.

The prime task formulated at the congress was to decisively stop the adverse
trends in the development of the economy, to give it the necessary dynamism
and to open opportunities for the initiative and creativity of the masses and
for qualitative new developments. Such efforts, which are transforming our
lives, have already been started. The first steps have been taken for the




radical restructuring of the material and technical base and the profound
reconstruction of the national economy on the basis of scientific and
technical progress. Changes in structural and investment policy are being
made, and major steps are being taken to perfect the management of and to
restructure the economy mechanism. In a number of sectors the principles of
full cost accounting and self-financing are gathering strength. The system of
state inspection of output has begun to operate at 1,500 plants and factories.
The possibilities of enterprises and sectors in the area of foreign economic
relations are being broadened. Improvements have begun to take place in the
industrial and agrarian economic sectors.

The congress elevated as a main task concern for the individual and for his
working and living conditions. A shortecut favoring technocratic approaches,
which had been allowed to occur in the past, is being corrected slowly but
accurately. A turn toward the implementation of a strong and integral social
policy in the work of party, soviet and economic agencies was the
distinguishing feature of the past year. We have undertaken to implement
important steps to improve the situation in housing construction and in the
working and 1living conditions of the people; the wages of many categories of
working people have been raised. Along with intensifying control over the
measure of labor and consumption, and the observance of the principles of
social justice, needless restrictions imposed on individual labor activity
were lifted.

The congress particularly emphasized that the accelerated development of
society is inconceivable and impossible without the further development of
socialist democracy and all of its sides and manifestations, and without
strengthening socialist self-government by the people. Major steps were taken
over the past year to strengthen democratic principles in management and to
increase openness. Information on the election of economiec managers 1is being
received with increasing frequency from various parts of the country. New
public organizations representing the interest of the various social,
demographic and professional population groups have appeared and are already
functioning. Greater frankness and openness exist in the people's views on
crucial problems; literature, the arts and the mass information media were
given a new impetus. Real changes were made in the spiritual life of society:
a new ideological and moral atmosphere is developing, and the social apathy
displayed by many people is being replaced by truthful assessments,
intolerance of shortecomings and desire to improve matters.

The past year became a major step in the implementation of the peaceful
foreign policy course of the CPSU and the overall program of struggle against
the nuclear threat and the arms race, and for the preservation and
consolidation of universal peace and the creation of a comprehensive
international security system, as formulated by the congress. The events of
1986 indicated the effectiveness of the new style of politieal thinking:
blending the philosophy of developing a safe world in the nuclear missile age
with a platform for specific actions aimed at rescuing mankind from mass
destruction weapons and comprehensive assertion of the priority of universal

values.
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The year since the congress marked the beginning of the assertion of a new, a
creative way of thinking and acting in all areas of social life and party
work. It was the year of the initiated restructuring, which is developing
along the entire front, affecting all levels of our social structure, and
penetrating deep within our lives. Today problems of restructuring are in the
party's center of attention. The course of restructuring was comprehensively
substantiated at the January 1987 CPSU Central Committee Plenum. As M.S.
Gorbachev said, the plenum supplied the theory and policy of restructuring.
Restructuring "agitated all healthy forces in society and instilled confidence
in actions," the plenum emphasized. "An increasing number of party committees
and social organizations and labor collectives are distinguished by their
objective and self-critical evaluation of the state of affairs, rejection of
formalism and routine in the work and search for new original ways of solving
problems. We are feeling the active and decisive support of workers and
peasants, the artistic and scientific and technical intelligentsia and all
Soviet social strata."

The course of acceleration charted at the April Central Committee Plenum and
the 27th CPSU Congress became a manifestation of the vital need realized by
the healthy forces in society and by the party, which found within itself the
courage to soberly assess the situation developing in the country, to
acknowledge the need for radical change in politics and economics and the
social and spiritual areas, and to direct the people to the path of radical
change.

The January CPSU Central Committee Plenum undertook the profound study of the
pre-April period and the congress' assessment of the situation which had
developed in the country in the 1970s and beginning of 1980s. The report "On
Restructuring and Party Cadres Policy" brings to light the essence of the
mechanism obstructing socioeconomic development and progressive changes, which
had developed at that time. The roots of such hindrances, the plenum noted,
lie in the major shortcomings in the functioning of the institutions of
socialist democracy, some unrealistic obsolete political and theoretical
concepts and the conservative management mechanism.

Looking at the past, we realize with increasing clarity that the process
initiated in the mid-1960s as a struggle against subjectivism and voluntarism,
further strengthening of collective leadership and total elimination of the
consequences of the cult of personality and restoration of the Leninist norms
of party life did not in fact lead to expected results. Naturally, the
country's development did not stop. Our material and other possibilities
increased noticeably and, as a whole, the potential of socialism was
strengthened. However, negative processes developed as well, the consequences
of which are preventing us to this day from implementing our plans as quickly
as we would like.

Such unexpected difficulties, unusual in our case and objectively unjustified,
took place in a country with unique natural resources, a country which had
assumed a leading position in the world in petroleum extraction and the
production of steel, chemical fertilizers, tractors and many other items, a
country which accounted for one-quarter of all scientific workers in the world
and the largest army of engineers, a country which had proved its abillity to




solve problems of unparalleled difficulty in war and peace time! How could
all of this happen?

The basis of the problems which accumulated was the lack of major decisions in
the economie, social, cultural and other areas over the past 15 years, and the
domination of dogmatic approaches on the theoretical front. During those
years, when global developments assumed unparalleled dynamism and when
domestic and foreign development conditions were changing not by the day but
by the hour, as the saying goes, it was expected of the political leadership
to display self-discipline, self-criticism, energy, ability promptly to assess
changes in the situation and to reflect them in policy, and to seek and find
new approaches. However, necessary decisions were neither made or supported
with economic and political work. They remained on paper only.

The progress achieved by socialism in the past decades raised us to a new
level: it set not only a new material and cultural living standard for the
population but also new conditions for economic growth. At that stage we
could not even preserve our achievements by continuing to work as in the past.
Ensuring further progress demanded new concepts, new work methods in all
areas. Instead, however, against the background of well-known successes in
our society, an atmosphere of placidity, complacency, self-satisfaction and
total permissiveness took over. The aspiration to embellish the true
situation was felt in ideological work and a trend toward alienation from life
intensified. Efforts were made to conceal past or present facts which could
not be praised, pretending that they did not exist. Such practices, alien to
the Leninist Party, led to the fact that, first of all, our opponents spoke
with particular willingness of things which we failed to mention. The result
was the dissemination of an interpretation of complex problems of history and
contemporaneity hostile to us. Second, efforts to conceal negative phenomena
undermined trust in the party's word and created social apathy and
indifference.

Such consequences were the result not only of being silent but also of cases
of clear disparity between words and actions. While appeals were made to the
party members to be totally honest, connivance with corruption, swindling the
party and the state, whitewashing and drunkenness actually increased and
penetrated even the higher echelons of the administrative apparatus. Whereas
demands were made to observe the Leninist principles of cadre selection, in
fact position were glven frequently on the basis of personal loyalty, while
capable people who had their own opinion were being fettered; a "cult of
mediocrity" developed. Statements were made in favor of criticism and self-
criticism and socialist democracy but what was actually encouraged was
subservience and glorification and measures which had long become urgent to
develop self-government and openness and the struggle against bureaucratism
were not taken. Demands were made for truth, while in fact even the history
of the Great Patriotic War, which was sacred to us, and with which millions of
Soviet people were familiar from personal experience, was being rewritten.
Demands were made of the social sciences to engage in rhetoric instead of
analysis and in the "scientific substantiation" of successes and
accomplishments; those who operated on the basis of truly scientific positions
and boldly raised new questions which pertained, among others, to the
acceleration of scientific and technical progress, changes in the economic




mechanism, assertion of the priority of the social sphere, upgrading the role
of man and the human factor, etc., were being silenced. The dogmatic
interpretation of socialism, and peaceful mediocrity in literature and art,
suitable to the bureaucrats, enjoyed support in "higher places."

The harsh reality was that the political, practical and moral qualities of
many managers, including those of superior rank, were not entirely consistent
with the exceptionally complex and important period of development in which
Soviet society had entered. Nor was their retinue on the necessary level, a
retinue which included unprincipled careerists, degenerates, morally corrupt
people who put the interests of their well-being above those of the state and
the nation. All of this greatly harmed socialist morality and gravely
affected the spiritual mood of the society. The working people could see that
beautiful speeches on preserving and increasing public property were backed
neither by economic incentives nor organizational steps or the personal
behavior of managers, and drew proper conclusions for themselves. The
personnel of the administrative apparatus believed that the purpose of good
statements was not their implementation but the observance of a ritual and
that statements made from various rostrums did not have to be followed by any
action, for no one would be punished, there would be some talk and all would
be forgotten.

Years of sluggishness turned into neglect of many projects. Time and
heightened efforts are needed to surmount the inertia of hindrance and
stagnation and to achieve substantial results in restructuring, particularly
in the economic and social areas. Nothing else is possible in real life, for
before harvesting the fruit we must begin by plowing and then sowing the
field. This truth was clearly confirmed in the past year. We must work. We
must work stubbornly and persistently, for no other answer to the difficult
problems which face us exists. It is particularly important, under present
circumstances, not to stop, not to develop a "oycle" of ecriticism of
shortcomings or even less so allow a turn toward demagogy. The critical
assessment of the past must become the initial premise for positive action and
for constructive and creative work. This was the purpose of the profound
study of negative processes, which was made at the January CPSU Central
Committee Plenum. As we draw lessons and conclusions from previous positive
and negative experience, we must direct our energy and activeness toward
specific actions of decisive importance in restructuring and acceleration.
This is the essence of today's situation.

The concept of a revolutionary restructuring of all areas of social life,
formulated by the party on the basis of the strategic resolutions of the 27th
CPSU Congress, was crystallized in the course of its implementation. The June
1986 CPSU Central Committee Plenum noted that we had entered a new stage in
post-congress activities in which we must display the ability to restructure
ourselves, seek new ways and means and not even for a minute be satisfied with
our accomplishments. Increasingly, awareness that acceleration prospects are
related to a profound restructuring, not only of the economic area but of the
entire society, strengthened. The revolutionary nature of the changes was
convincingly substantiated in M.S. Gorbachev's speech at the conference of the
aktiv of the Kharbarovsk Kray Party Organization, in July 1986, and during
meetings with the working people in the Kuban and Stavropol. The concept of




restructuring developed on the basis of the summation of developing reality,
new trends and processes, and in accordance with the contradictions and even
opposition to change on the part of obstructionist forces which clung to the
past. It is thus that the dialectics of restructuring developed.

The January Central Committee Plenum provided a clear and expanded definition
of its objectives, content and nature and indicated its position in the
implementation of the party's strategic plans and the fact that there was no
alternative. What the CPSU means by restructuring are truly revolutionary and
comprehensive changes in society. This involves a decisive end to stagnant
processes, elimination of the obstructing mechanism and the creation of a
reliable and efficient mechanism of acceleration of socioeconomic development
of Soviet society. It means relying on the live creativity of the masses,
comprehensive development of socialist democracy and people's self-government.
It means the steady enhancement of the role of intensive factors in the
development of the national economy, combining the achievements of the
scientific and technical revolution with a planned economy and putting in
motion the entire potential of socialism with its specifie, above all,
economic aways and means of stimulating progress. It means a decisive turn
toward science, priority development of the social area and the ability to
combine the solution of large problems with the needs and requirements of the
individual and concern for his dignity. It means asserting the principles and
standards of social justice, energetically eliminating from society
distortions of socialist morality, uprooting accumulations of social corrosion
and correcting appearing deformations. The plenum emphasized that the final
objective of restructuring is the renovation of all aspects of life in our
society, giving socialism the most advanced forms of soclal organization and
ensuring the fullest possible identification of the creative potential of the
socialist system. Already now restructuring is having an inereasing influence
on the situation in the country. It is becoming steadily richer and acquiring
new qualitative features. However, we must clearly realize that we are merely
at the very beginning of the road. 1In following Lenin's behest, the party
firmly stands on the only possible firm foundation: the foundation of
reality, neither overestimating nor belittling accomplishments. "We are only
beginning to develop the project and to give our political line specific
approaches as we determine ways of achieving the objectives which have been
set to us," M.S. Gorbachev noted in his concluding words at the January
plenum. "We are only beginning to activate the mechanisms and means of
restructuring and taking the initial steps to make them work and yield
results." However, we must also proceed from the fact that the majority of
Soviet people have said a firm "yes" to restructuring and profoundly felt the
need for making it irreversible. The positive changes which were achieved by
the country after the 27th Congress reflect this powerful support by the
people of the party's course of acceleration and restructuring.

In the course of developing the resolutions of the April 1985 CPSU Central
Committee Plenum and the 27th Party Congress and the politically and
scilentifically substantiated strategy of acceleration, including the work of
the January CPSU Central Committee Plenum, the entire domestic policy of the
Communist Party and Soviet state was substantially renovated. V.I. Lenin's
concepts of building socialism, restored in their entire purity and strength,
creatively combined with contemporary assessments and conclusions based on




profoundly realistic, truthful and critical study of the situation in all
sectors of building socialism, were its theoretical foundation. The new 1deas
expressed by the party, embodied in the strategy of acceleration and the
concept of revolutionary restructuring became a most substantial contribution
to the Marxist-Leninist theory of socialism. Today the priority targets,
triggered by the profound need for economic and social progress of the new
society have assumed their proper place in the theory and practice of building
socialism. Many of these objectives were noted in the past as well and
proclaimed as most important. However, their practical implementation had
been poorly organized, the work was being done sluggishly and without purpose
or results.

The post-April period and, particularly, the year since the congress, marked a
decisive turn in this direction: the previous gap between words and actions
and between ideology and practice--a gap which compromised both equally--is
being energetically closed. The decisions which are being made no longer look
like beautiful and accurate statements which, however, are not supported by
action, but are the ideological and methodical foundations for a planned,
persistent and firmly organized work on the part of party, soviet and economic
authorities, mass associations of working people and labor collectives. One
may say that they have reached the "jowest strata:" the people have shown
their trust not only in the accuracy but also the vitality and effectiveness
of these decisions, accepting them as being necessary and supporting the new
party course with their efforts and their toil.

Unquestionably, because of this, successes in the national economy have
increased, as indicated by the results of the implementation of assignments
for the first year of the 12th 5-year period. How to assess these successes?
Naturally, they are pleasing. However, it would be an unforgivable error to
1imit ourselves, as was the case not so long ago, "to a feeling of profound
satisfaction. This is not what is demanded by the initiated restructuring
and the new party course of April 1985! These are merely the initial steps in
acceleration and perhaps an initial approach to the required acceleration. In
setting the example of a truly bolshevik restlessness, practicality and
principle-mindedness, the January CPSU Central Committee Plenum pointed out
unsolved problems and the need to eliminate the shortcomings which are also
part of the results of 1986. The party summed up the results of the past year
by asking us to look objectively at the real situation and ecritically to
analyze what was accomplished, and the reasons for which something was done or
not done; this is what the party teaches the party members and management
cadres and, in general, all working people.

Improved economic indicators are no reason for relaxation and complacency.
The acceleration of scientific and technical progress, as we know, is the main
way of economic intensification. For the time being, we are at the start of
this way: progress of new technical ideas in production is hindered by
departmentalism and bureaucratism; many enterprises and associations are as
yet to earn the necessary funds for technical retooling and reconstruction.
Furthermore, we need more than just funds or new equipment. We need a faster
professional and general cultural preparedness of all workers, which could
ensure its efficient utilization. In some cases highly efficient equipment,




some of it imported, is idling precisely because of lack or scarcity of
workers to operate it.

The party's ideas of comprehensive enhancement of the human factor in modern
production are still not being implemented systematically and persistently
everywhere. Neither economic nor other managers reject its importance.
Conversely, they acknowledge it. However, it was precisely the condition of
social tasks and the extent of satisfaction of the sociocultural and consumer
needs of the working people that was the subject of the words heard at the
January Central Committee Plenum, words which were full of bitter condemnation
and concern: "...the burden of problems which have piled up in this important
area is excessively heavy and we are still displaying excessive timidity in
undertaking their solution.” As in the past, in completing major industrial
projects and in settlements, as a rule, the "residual" principle of financing
housing construction and sociocultural projects is retained. As in the past,
the share of manual labor remains high at many enterprises and entire sectorss
there has been no change in the mind set of some economic managers, who
consider improving working conditions and, even more so, the way of life of
the workers a secondary matter; numerous public organizations, including the
trade unions, remain lethargic in solving such problems with initiative.

The exercise of a strong social policy is a matter for the entire state and
the nation. It is the foundation for enhancing the human factor. It is
precisely here that we find the greatest and unused possibilities of
acceleration. No one can or has the right to ignore V.I. Lenin's precise
formula: the worker, the working person is the main productive force of
society (see "Poln. Sobr. Soch." [Complete Collected Worksl, vol 38, p 359).
The use of the latest equipment, which is materialized labor and knowledge, is
possible only if combined with live labor. The true possibilities of any
equipment and real public labor productivity, are based exclusively on the
quality of the work of the people who handle this equipment: their
professional skills and general culture, the level of organization of their
work under proper production and social conditions, and the degree of their
interest (material and moral) in end results and, therefore, their ability and
desire to work to the fullest extent of their capabilities; and the proper
organization of collective efforts in the production process.

Essentially, all such questions were discussed at the April CPSU Central
Committee Plenum, the 27th Congress and other party documents in an extremely
specific and politically sharp manner; the innovative approach to their
solution was the base for the draft USSR Law on the State Enterprise
(Association), which has been submitted for nation-wide discussion.

The turn of the economy toward the individual, consistent with the congress'
resolutions, and the stipulation of comprehensively enhancing the human factor
are consistent with the initial postulates of Marxism-Leninism. They enable
us to raise the question of the purposeful advancement of production relations
on a truly profound scientific basis (rather than strictly propagandist, as
was the case in the past). The scholastic interpretation of this fundamental
concept in Marxist-Leninist theory--the use of the category of "production
relations" only as a theoretical abstraction on a high level of summation,
applicable only in the characterization of society as a whole or else, at




best, of its classes and strata, is being surmounted on the party's
initiative. It is precisely thus that production relations are described in
textbooks, popular pamphlets, referential publications and many scientific
works. Such a bureaucratized interpretation of a problem of basic importance
to Marxism is a distortion of the viewpoint of the founders of our outlook.

Marxism's initial postulates are different. In their "German ideology" K.
Marx and F. Engels wrote: "The postulates with which we begin are not
arbitrary. They are not dogmas; they are the actual prerequisites from which
one may abstract oneself only in the imagination. They apply to real
individuals, their activities and material living conditions, both those which
they inherit and those which they have created through their own efforts."
(K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch." [Worksl], vol 3, p 18). The decisive turn
which the Communist Party has made in its economic and socilal poliey in
addressing the interests, needs and aspirations of the working people is,
therefore, also the enhanced substantiation of this policy on a higher
ideological and theoretical level, which enables it to lay a firm scientific
base in solving the problem of comprehensively enhancing the human factor.

Restoring the true meaning of the category of production relations, which
characterize the main aspect of the social economic system but are also always
relations among people, enables us properly to understand the task of
perfecting socialist production relations, not only as a "techniecal," or
organizational or streamlining task, and so on, but also as a sociopolitical
task which requires the priority solution of problems such as the systematic
implementation of the main socialist principle (from each according to his
capabilities and to each according to his work), and the demand for social
justice, as well as the increasing identification of the content of such
relations as relations of socialist collectivism, comradely mutual aid and
cooperation. Their real content cannot be understood without a clear
sociopolitical characterization of production relations. This is the base of
the revolutionary conclusions in Marx's "Das Kapital," and such is the line
followed by V.I. Lenin in describing the new production relations and the new
social ties among people, which were established and sank roots after the
victory of the proletarian revolution, and with the implementation of
soclalist changes, the new organization of labor and conscious and comradely
discipline (see op cit., vol 36, p 5003 vol 39, p 17, ete.).

This clearly reveals the outstanding theoretical and political significance of
the task of comprehensive democratization of all life in socilalist society,
including the production area, substantiated and developed at the 27th CPSU
Congress and the subsequent plenums of its Central Committee. The stipulation
of democratization, as the essence of the restructuring taking place in the
country, which is precisely the way the question was formulated at the January
CPSU Central Committee Plenum, is related to the basic content of socialist
social (naturally, including production) relations and the main trends in

their development. —_—

The further intensification of socialist democracy, maximal participation by
the working people and all citizens in managing the state, the production
process and society, and the creation of a streamlined system for socialist
self-government by the people are decisive prerequisites for the enhancement




of the human factor. The purpose of the draft Law on the State Enterprise
(Association), which was submitted for nation-wide discussion, is radically to
change conditions and methods of economic management in the main economic unit
and to legitimize the new forms of self-governing, born of the creativity of
the masses. The planned and efficient observance of the interests of the
country and the people presumes the purposeful mobilization of individual and
collective interests and, in order to accomplish this, their best possible
coordinated satisfaction. It is only on this type of socioceconomic and
political base that the closer unification of all social forces and their full
enhancement in solving common current and long-term problems is possible. 1In
this connection, democratic centralism with an enriched content brings to life
its role as a fundamental principle in organizing the entire life of socialist
society, which includes the entire economy and not only its sociopolitical
aspect; the development of democracy at work is the most important trend in
the intensification and overall expansion of socialist democracy.

Today the process of democratization itself is also revealing its universal
significance. This means not only the full, competent, conscious and active
exercise of citizens' rights (in harmony with equally complete, competent,
conscious and active implementation of obligations), and not only the
observance and enrichment of democratic procedures in all areas of social
life. It is also a mandatory prerequisite for upgrading the efficiency and
vitality of the entire system of social relations (beginning with production)
and for increasing their stimulating effect on the progress of socialist
society as a whole and of all areas of its life. The main areas of
democratization were specifically defined in M.S. Gorbachev's report submitted
at the January CPSU Central Committee Plenum.

Openness is one of the most important prerequisites for success in the
expansion and intensification of socialist democracy. The new society and
state, V.I. Lenin pointed out immediately after the victory of the Great
October Revolution, are strong "when the masses know everything, can judge of
everything and undertake everything consciously" (op ecit., vol 35, p 21). The
conclusion drawn at the 27th CPSU Congress that the current period is of
crucial significance in the country's internal 1life and in the international
arena, provided a clear political concept: the acceleration of socioeconomic
development is not simply a desired improvement in the existing state of
affairs but a vitally needed task of socialism and our only way which takes us
from the present to the future. Taking this conclusion as a starting point,
the party sharply and daringly identified all the difficulties and
shortcomings which had accumulated in previous years and the entire magnitude
of the problems which face us today. The party took to the masses a
mercilessly realistice, precise and complete critical analysis of achievements,
omissions and even failures, not afraid of telling even the most bitter truth
but, conversely, promoting a frank assessment of conditions at each sector in
our building, in each labor collective and in all areas of social life.

The stipulations of the 27th CPSU Congress and January Central Committee
Plenum on criticism and self-criticism as tried tools of socialist democracy
and the need to support the critical mood in society are of essential
significance in the further development of openness. This also applies to the
need to struggle against those who oppose criticism or who acknowledge it in
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words only. "Such an attitude toward criticism," M.S. Gorbachev emphasized,
"has nothing in common with our principles and morality. At the present
stage, when we are asserting new approaches in sociopolitical 1life and the
spiritual area, the significance of criticism and self-criticism becomes
immeasurably greater. The attitude toward criticism is an important criterion
of the attitude of the individual toward restructuring and toward all new
developments in society." The party calls for a daring and principle-minded
criticism of shortcomings and fearless posing of new questions in all areas in
the 1life of Soviet society. Each primary organization must comprehensively
contribute to the creation of precisely such a mood, such an atmosphere in the
collectives.

The mass information and propaganda media and the party press assume
particularly important tasks in developing criticism and self-criticism in the
course of democratization and ensuring broad openness. They must serve as a
powerful lever in restructuring and, above all, contribute to the
psychological restructuring of the people and the enhancement of their
awareness and actions in implementing the strategy of acceleration. Many
newspapers and other mass information media have energetically joined in the
implementation of such tasks, critically analyzing the essence of occurring
processes, scourging shortcomings and promoting as the focal point of public
attention the urgent problems of our constructive work. This applies to many
but not to all or, as was said at the plenum, by no means to all of them. 1In
frequent cases their insufficient contribution to restructuring is explained
by the fact that the party committees make poor use of their influence, while
some simply fetter their activities.

Nor have the workers in the press, television, radio and other mass
information media and many heads and associates of party committees on
different levels developed an attitude toward criticism as required by the
restructuring. Part of the reason is the very uneven quality of critical
statements. Daring and depth are needed in formulating the topical problems
of our life, substantiation, objective assessments, high civie responsibility
and accuracy of conclusions.

The need for a new type of criticism consistent with the requirements of the
time is on the agenda. We must continue to point out identified shortcomings
and name those responsible for them. However, limiting ourselves to merely
"negatives," under circumstances of maximal freedom of criticism, would lead
to undesirable secondary or even opposite results. It is no secret that
occasionally some mass information media are overloaded with such type of
obsolete criticism. The uninformed reader develops a wrong idea of a steady
increase in shortcomings and difficulties, which could and frequently does
lead to a pessimistic view on reality.

At the CPSU Central Committee meeting, M.S. Gorbachev provided a clear
understanding of the tasks which face the mass information and propaganda
media in connection with restructuring. Criticism must be constructive. It
must arm the Soviet people with experience in successfully surmounting
difficulties and waging an efficient struggle against shortcomings. Even the
depiction of achievements in restructuring can no longer be limited to the
old-fashioned syrupy "positive" attitude: a critical analysis of
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circumstances in which people, collectives and organizations operate and a
description of their struggle are necessary. We must not caution agalnst
criticism or narrow the area of its application or slur over the strengthening
competitive mood but, conversely, intensify the struggle for restructuring and
provide a better coverage of the experience acquired in this struggle. That
is what we need today. Naturally, our prime concern must be the efficiency
and results of criticism.

An atmosphere of frank discussion of most complex and crucilal problems,
extensive openness and development of criticism and self-criticism are needed
in ensuring the uninterrupted development of democracy on all levels of our
social life and the further enhancement of the energy and initiative of the
masses. This was quite efficiently substantiated at the 27th Party Congress
and the January Central Committee Plenum. Openness 1is of particular
importance in the advancement of most influential areas of spiritual 1life
today, such as science, literature and the arts. The birth of new scientifle
ideas and artistic values would be simply hindered under different
circumstances. Scientific and artistic creativity benefit precisely from an
atmosphere of open debates, constructive comradely criticism and a self-
critical assessment of accomplishments. Comparing accomplishments with the
results achieved by our predecessors and with possible ideal models of the
future are also necessary, for the aspiration to define future developments
and work accordingly is an Indicator of truly scientific and artistic
creativity, alien to hackwork or uninspired performance. In discussing this
we unwittingly reach the conclusion of how much remains to be done in the area
of spiritual culture, in order to assert an atmosphere of healthy and frank
criticism and self-critieism, fruitful debates and daring and productive
creativity in all types and genres of literature and art. Active
restructuring must take place in this area as well.

The democratization of social life, including spiritual culture, reformulates
a number of tasks in ideological work. Unquestionably, the democratization of
discussions and of molding and expressing public opinion will bring about a
certain number of erroneous views. We must be prepared for an open clash with
such statements. This will mean that we must steadily upgrade the
professional, intellectual and ideological-theoretical standards of our
criticism, hone our polemical skill and make arguments against erroneous
viewpoints entirely convineing and clear to anyone who follows the public
debate on sharp problems of social 1life. The authority and influence of our
political principles must be comprehensively enhanced and the molding of the
political standards of the Soviet people must be intensified.

In the past we heard more than enough general calls to enhance politiecal
standards and political consciousness. However, neither slogans nor tranquil
academic enlightenment could yield such results. The experience of the
initlated restructuring indicates that the proper political views of people
become stronger the more active their participation in the social struggle
becomes and, at the same time, the better informed they are about the nature
of the present stage and the stronger a perception of contemporary party
theory and policy is related to their immediate experience and changes in
their own life and the condition of public opinion around them. Openness
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means not only an opportunity for open criticism of shortcomings but also a
broadening and intensification of information, culture and knowledge.

Last December's Alma-Ata incident is an example of the type of failures which
could occur in ideological work if it is not conducted on the proper
professional level, without a consideration of the complexities of life and
the actual state of prevailing mood and, on top of everything else, if errors
and distortions occur in practical decisions and actions. Serious
shortcomings were detected in international upbringing and the scientific
formulation of problems of developing national relations (in particular,
shifting the attention of some researchers from the study of dialectical
processes in the internationalization of social life to problems of a strictly
ethnic nature); attempts were made to present all phenomena and processes in a
rosy light and to ignore erroneous views and unhealthy moods, albeit shared by
a small percentage of people. Where could erroneous views and decadent moods
come from in our society, when our country had long become a single family of
equal peoples and a bastion of their inviolable friendship? Negative
stagnation phenomena and elements of social corrosion, against which the party
is engaged today in an extremely urgent struggle, could not fail to affect the
realm of national relations. Parochial interests, trends toward national
exclusivity and moods of national boastfulness and alienation were revived
among some backward population groups and some cadres.

The lack of attention paid to the thorough analysis of actual socioeconomic
and spiritual processes and the impoverished and sluggish education in a
spirit of Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism were the results of
the low political standards and dulled political thinking of a large number of
ideological workers and social scientists and some leading cadres, and their
formalistic noncreative attitude toward their work and the obligation to be
able skillfully to understand the difficulties of life and to struggle for
restructuring.

The increased complexity of the work in the course of social democratization
does not affect ideological workers only, although in this area the tasks of
restructuring are particularly extensive. As was openly stated at the January
Central Committee Plenum, the party cadres must learn how to work under
conditions of developing democracy. They must master new ways and means of
work and creatively approach the new situation in society. This applies to
all levels and all cadres not only in the party but also tr - state and the
public organizations. The new problems which arise wiivn the growing
activeness of the Soviet people should not frighten but please the cadres.
They could frighten only inert people with no feeling for the new, who have
become accustomed to %thinking and acting in stereotypes and are unable to be
in step with the accelerated pace of the life of developing soclalist society.

Energetic and persistent restructuring also applies to party cadre policy. It
presumes an orientation toward the fuller utilization of the priceless human
material acquired in 7 decades of the struggle for and building of socialism,
and involving in administration and management the richest possible reserve of
live forces existing in all Soviet social strata. The party demands of each
one of its organizations, committees, apparatus and all cadres to strengthen
and intensify ties with the masses, to vary its forms of work with the people,

13




persistently to surmount manifestations of formalism and bureaucratism and go
into the innermost core of the people, into the primary party units, labor
collectives and the population. This immeasurably increases the party's ties
with the masses and its influence. It helps in the education of cadres and is
a test of their political maturity. It also upgrades their responsibility.
The main criteria in assessing cadre activities are the ability to create an
atmosphere of comradely trust and exigency everywhere, an atmosphere of
creativity and struggle for new and irrepressible progress. This respectively
enhances the significance of the unity between words and actions. It ensures
a truly party-oriented and Leninist work style, steadily perfected and
contributing to rallying the masses around the party and upgrading the
organization and efficiency of the nationwide struggle for accelerating our
social progress.

A sharper feeling for the new is particularly necessary. We must remember
that the enhancement of the human factor will be the more successful the more
comprehensive our practical experience becomes and the more fully we activate
the forces, capabilities, intellect and knowledge of the largest possible
number of people. This line of work opposes stagnation in all areas of social
life and creates additional opportunities for the use of cadre reserves and
for the normal advancement of cadres. Here as well, as was noted at the
January CPSU Central Committee Plenum, we need more dynamism and greater
consistency between the requirements of the accelerated development of
socialist society. The restructuring of the party's cadre policy in the light
of the plenum's resolutions is one of the essential trends of increasing
democratization in Soviet society and one of the powerful levers for a further
turn in social consciousness and in our entire social life toward the
accelerated development of socialism, which is so urgently needed in the 12th
5-year period and subsequently. Nevertheless, the restructuring of cadre
policy has nothing in common with "shaking up" cadres or a cadre upheaval
which merely creates the appearance of energetic work with t