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Status of Iran Armenians Discussed
46050008 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian
220ct 88 pp 3,7

[Second installment of interview with the Armenian
Prelate of Tehran, Archbishop Artak Manukian; date
and place not given]

[Excerpt] [AZTAG] We discussed the historic and cul-
tural heritage of the Iranian-Armenian community. Now
let us turn to the present circumstances of the Armenian
community in Iran. How would you describe the present
communal, cultural and educational life of the Iranian-
Armenian community?

[Manukian] Since 1948, Armenians have been migrating
to central Tehran from various parts of the country.
Today, there are more than 100,000 Armenians in Teh-
ran. There are 35 Armenian schools (elementary, middle
and high). There are also several philanthropic, cultural,
athletic and other types of associations which all contrib-
ute to the communal, cultural and educational life of the
Armenians in Tehran.

As for religious affairs, we must state that, although
Sunday is a work day in Iran, Holy Mass in conducted in
our churches on Sundays, and the people attend those
ceremonies.

Schools in Iran are free and teach the curriculum set by
the government. The Armenian language is taught only
in elementary schools and only 2 hours a week. As for the
teaching of religion, at present talks are continuing with
government officials to have religion taught in the Arme-
nian language in Armenian schools. The Iranian Minis-
try of Education insists that religion be taught in Persian.

Two to three months ago, the Majles of the Islamic
Republic held two meetings to discuss the issue of
minority schools and the teaching of religion. It is
evident that the issue concerns only the Armenians
because it is only the Armenians who wish to teach
religion in their own language.

The Majles voted on and passed the following resolution
(which also has the power of law): “Religious leaders
have the right to prepare textbooks and to teach classes
in accordance with their religion, traditions, customs
and holy script after receiving the government’s
approval.” We are certain that this resolution which has
the power of law will be implemented soon and religion
will be taught to our students as it should be.

Other than some problems regarding educational affairs,
we do not have any difficulties. There is great respect for
religious ceremonies and rituals; the government does
not interfere with them. I can also state that the Prelacy
is able to carry out its work smoothly and that it has its
own autonomy. Unlike the rest of Armenian prelacies in
the Diaspora, all issues of inheritance, divorce and
similar issues are settled fully by the Prelacy alone and in
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accordance with our laws. The Prelacy is also authorized
to certify civil and religious marriages and divorces.
Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic, the
prelacies have assumed more importance and a larger
role in governing our community’s social life.

We must state that we are also free to organize cultural
events, but we must inform pertinent government
authorities before organizing any event about the nature
and content of the event. We organize concerts, plays
and so forth. It was significant that we were allowed to
stage a march on the occasion of the 24 April Martyrs’
Day. Nearly 50,000 Armenians took part in the march.
We were also allowed to organize the all-Armenian
athletic games which attracted more than 20,000 specta-
tors.

The Iranian Revolution had, in a way, a positive impact
on our community’s social life. The people began to take
a keener interest in their own culture, to attend the
events that are organized and to congregate around their
cultural and athletic organizations and the church.

I must also mention a significant phenomenon. This
year, when the Prime Minister sent a circular to the
schools to inform them of the official holidays, he had
included in addition to the religious holidays Armenian
days of remembrance such as Vartanank, 24 April (as
Martyrs’ Day), the Holy Interpreters’ Day and the St.
Thadeus pilgrimage day. [passage omitted]

Changes Seen in Soviet Attitude Toward Dashnak

Party
46050007b Athens DROSHAK in Armenian
12-26 Oct 88 pp 4, 11

[Article by N. B.: “Official Thinking in the Motherland
and the Encouraging Course of Reconstruction”]

[Excerpts] Because of the bloody incidents in Artsakh on
18 September and the subsequent mass demonstrations
and strikes in Stepanakert and Yerevan, which created
an extremely tense situation in the region, the Arme-
nians of the Diaspora understandably failed to fully
appreciate the importance of the 13 September
“plenum” of the Armenian Communist Party’s Central
Committee which was otherwise marked with welcome
changes of attitude.

The said meeting was one of the most important of its
kind. Firstly, it was the first meeting since the advent of
the Artsakh movement which brought together the entire
party and government leadership of Armenia to examine
“the problems of party organizations in overcoming the
phenomenon of stagnation in the economic and social
domains and to invigorate the ideological atmosphere in
the Republic.” Additionally, the discussion of such a
historically important agenda was carried out against the
background of the campaign declared against the so-
called Demirchyan leadership and with the purpose of
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ending the reviled practices inherited from the previous
period and demanding a reckoning from officials who
are continuing on their former course. '

It is enough to read the reports carried by Soviet Arme-
nian media on this issue and the speech made by First
Secretary S. Harutyunyan, the premier spokesman of the
plenum, to assert that the 13 September meeting truly
fulfilled what was expécted from it—at least in the sense
of taking first steps in a positive direction. )

The speeches of leading figures in the minutes of the
meeting, as well as the entire speech of S. Harutyunyan
are marked with the Gorbachevian “renewal” spirit in
general and the bold postures inspired by the Artsakh
movement in particular. As such and taken as a whole,
they outline a course which the government of the
Motherland will pursue under its present leadership.
[passage omitted] .

A First Step

It is essential to note that the present representative of
Soviet Armenia wishes to shed his predecessors’ so-
called “anti-Dashnak complex” which had assumed sick-
ening proportions during K. Demirchyan’s tenure.
Harutyunyan is the first top Soviet Armenian leader who
has not felt the need to call for a battle against the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation [Dashnak Party] at
all costs in a speech that broached numerous fundamen-
tal issues at such an important plenum.

Traditionally, in the “ideological” section of such
speeches the familiar ghost of anti-Dashnak slanders and
allegations would always surface from corner or another.
It was virtually impossible to talk about the Diaspora
Armenians and to call for the strengthening of ties
between the Motherland and the Diaspora without pay-
;ng tribute to the tired slogan of waging an anti-Dashnak
attle.

Harutyunyan has attempted to discontinue this absurd
“tradition” by including in his speech a paragraph enti-
tled: “The radical reformation of the ideological reality
is the most important object of ideological work.” In that
segment, Harutyunyan examines not just the relevant
problems that affect the Communist Party in a narrow
sense, but the fundamental issues that concern the
present and the future of the entire Armenian nation—
issues which are worthy of examination one by one. The
review of those issues includes references—reconstruc-
tionist references—to the Diaspora and the need to
improve relations between the Diaspora and the Moth-
erland. In all that, the First Secretary of the Armenian
Communist Party does not utter a single sentence or
word which is inspired by the “anti-Dashnak complex.”
It is this approach which can be considered as the first
step in ridding the Armenian political mind of internal
parasites. [passage omitted]
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Green Light

Taken as a whole, Harutyunyan’s speech turns on the
green light for the radical reconstruction of political
thinking in the Motherland. .

As the reader realizes, the present premier representative
of the Soviet Armenian leadership is prepared to take a
sound approach to problems, and his approaches are
largely free of the prejudices and the tired slogans of the
past. : .

Harutyunyan’s speech is addressed to all the problems
that concern the Armenian reality, in particular the
Armenians of the Motherland, and must therefore be
evaluated as such by all Armenian political parties and
ideological currents. That same frame of reference must
also be used in evaluating his future deeds as the leader
of the government and the party in Soviet Armenia.

These conclusions are important because the 13 Septem-
ber plenum and the Harutyunyan speech that forms its
central theme open a hope-inspiring page for the future
of the entire Armenian nation in the most positive sense
of the word. For the first time, the issues that are
presented to all segments of the Armenian nation in the
Diaspora and the Motherland, the bold thoughts that are
expressed and the brave postures that are taken are such
that they subject many accepted false premises and
approaches to reexamination in form and substance.

The Dashnak press, in particular, has much evidence to
welcome this meeting and these speeches which promise
a change of attitude; to expect that the spirit of recon-
struction does not remain in words alone; to hope that in
time all approaches which still smack of prejudice and
reservation are discarded; and to ensure, in particular,
that any likelihood of a reversion to the practices of the
past be eliminated and that the Armenians of the Moth-
erland who have found the path of renaissance with
February 1988 march toward their reconstruction of the
future with determined steps.

A similar degree of determination is expected from S.
Harutyunyan and the Soviet Armenian authorities on
whose stand much depends, so that this healthy and
hope-inspiring first step taken on 13 September does not
become an orphaned specimen of its kind.

Azeris Accused of Premeditated ‘Genocide’
46050009 Beirut ARARAT in Armenian 3 Nov 88 p 2

[Excerpt from interview with Soviet Armenian journalist
Zori Balayan originally published in THE CALIFOR-
NIA COURIER; date and place not given]

[Text] [THE CALIFORNIA COURIER] It is hard to
believe that a massacre of such proportions can take
place in a country where such strict security measures are
in place. Was it instigated or did the Azerbaijani govern-
ment abate it?
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[Balayan] What do you expect me to say? The Armenians
know by experience that the Turks, as a people and
nation, have not harmed the Armenians as long as the
Talats, the Envers and other leaders did not instruct
them to attack the Armenians. The situation is the same
here: There would have not been a Sumgait without the
consent of the Azerbaijani government.

[THE CALIFORNIA COURIER] The murderers of
Sumgait were tried..One of them was sentenced to 15
years in prison for killing and burning an Armenian. But
he escaped before he was sentenced. How should the
central government have treated these murderers?

[Balayan] The Soviet press reported that 32 people were
killed in Sumgait. I do not understand, because we
already have the names, the dates of death and the
addresses of more than 32 people. Six Azerbaijanis were
killed in an automobile accident, not by the Armenians.
Perhaps we will discover that a greater number of people
were killed. There is a difference between the truth and
the official press reports. We must think about what
happened in Sumgait during those 3 days. It is an
indisputable fact that a genocide was committed. We
must not only know the names and the number of the
people killed but also how they were killed. Imagine
entering a house in which a five-member family lives.
Imagine that they are savagely killed and their house is
burned together with their corpses. When the situation
assumes such proportions, the numbers are not that
important. Those 5 people represent 5,000 for us.
Numerous similar incidents occurred. That is why I say
that what happened in Sumgait is equivalent to the 1915
genocide, because it was committed in the same manner.

[THE CALIFORNIA COURIER] Was that the first
clash between the Azerbaijanis and-the Armenians, or
have there‘ been similar incidents in the past?

[Balayan] The Sumgait incidents did not surprise the
Armenians or open their eyes. That was the continuation
of events that have occurred all the time, but this last one
was very well organized. It occurred as a consequence of
the Karabakh issue. They tried to show us what can
happen if we persist with our demanding attitude. If the
Soviet government is a true government—and I am
convinced that it is because it has proven that on several
occasions—then we can resolve the problem very rap-
idly. I do not speak in favor of regaining the territories of
a “sea-to-sea” historic Armenia. I would like to have
that, but I do not believe in extremism. However, there
are moments in life when the issue rests on whether we
will have all of it or nothing. It is appropriate to say that
what happened in Sumgait made the geographical con-
ditions we live in more evident. We do not have have
any place to flee or any neighbors who can come to our
aid. Our neighbors are Turkey, Iran and Azerbaijan. The
borders drawn by Stalin constitute the greatest injustice
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perpetrated against the Armenian people and are equiv-
alent to the genocide committed by Talat. We are
helpless at the present time. We must win this battle or
our entire population of 3 million will be victimized.

[THE CALIFORNIA COURIER] How do you see the
future? i

[Balayan] Our people are not too interested in food or
fashion. We are a different people. We cannot retreat.
We have other concerns. We earned this right thanks to
glasnost and perestroyka. I am worried that our method
of operation may yield negative results and block the
implementation of reforms in our country. However,
those who are not aware of our situation may criticize us
for our way of thinking and demands. We cannot and
will not forget Sumgait. We demand justice for what
happened in Sumgait in the last few months. The blood
that has been spilled in Sumgait makes us think differ-
ently. I know that we cannot respond to Sumgait with
another Sumgait, that is with killing, because Armenians
are not murderers; on the other hand we are not chickens
ready to be killed. We can demonstrate our bravery with
our method of operation. We cannot be like the Turks.

[THE CALIFORNIA COURIER] What solution would
be acceptable? .

[Balayan] As an individual who respects this govern-
ment, I think that the government must find a civilized
solution because if we are not concerned about our
compatriots as a people then we cannot be concerned
about the world. There is one solution—an interim
solution—which is as follows: Karabakh must be admin-
istratively affiliated with the central government until an
agreement is reached. This would not be a reason to end
the demonstrations because the Sumgait issue is still
alive. Our next step will be whatever circumstances
dictate. I believe that the Soviet press must publish the
names of the victims of Sumgait and that we must erect
a monument inscribed with those names. However, what
is most important is that we must search and find the
organizers of those massacres and we must punish them.
Sumgait must become a historic issue—an event about
which the entire world must know. Only then can we be
sure that another Sumgait will not happen. ‘

New Publication Presents Methods for Karabakh
Issue ‘
46050007a Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 15 Oct 88 p 4

[Excerpts] A small group of Armenians headed by Igor
Muratyan, a former member of the Karabakh Commit-
tee and an active participant in the Artsakh movement,
has begun publishing a newsletter in Yerevan called
ARTSAKHI DZAYN [Voice of Artsakh]. The newsletter
examines current issues and suggests courses which the
movement working for the reunification of Nagorno-
Karabakh with Armenia can pursue.
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The newsletter’s unbiased method of analysis and its
realism and maturity are remarkable.

The publication HAY DAT reproduces in its fourth issue
the following article from the said newsletter.

First Issue [of ARTSAKHI DZAYN]: The realities have
shown that one of the weakest points of the Artsakh
movement is its lack of impartiality. The absence of the
diversity essential for the methods and direction of the
movement make it vulnerable to criticism and lead it
into impasses.

With the publication of ARTSAKHI DZAYN we
attempt to present to the public the most important
directions and methods.

Severe crimes have been committed in Azerbaijan dur-
ing the Soviet period, and the greatest one of them is the
genocide of the Armenians.

Officials arriving from Moscow are often heard acknowl-
edging that mistakes have been allowed with respect to
the Armenians in Azerbaijan. Is it fair to describe as
mistakes the deliberate scuttling of the economic devel-
opment of Armenian regions in Azerbaijan, the barbaric
destruction of historic monuments, the fanatic national-
ist policies at the state level and numerous murders
committed in Armenian areas?

There can be no safeguards for Armenian national life in
Azerbaijan.

We find it hard to comment on the way the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
has responded in the past several decades to our
demands for the restoration of basic justice; we do not
expect from Moscow anything more than the contemp-
tuous responses and the superficial treatment they have
given to our pleas in the last 3 years.
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As is known, the struggle of the Diaspora Armenians is
rooted in proving the reality of the genocide of 1915 and
to win international recognition for it.

The recognition of the genocide by the European Parlia-
ment has, in some measure, served as a warning to
Turkey.

If the European Parliament can discuss and recognize
the genocide of 1915, then why can the Supreme Soviet
of the Armenian SSR not do the same? Why can the
Armenian Supreme Soviet not discuss and recognize the
genocide of the Armenians all over Azerbaijan and
submit the necessary documents to the Supreme Soviet
of the USSR?

We must ask our deputies to raise this issue before the
Presidium of the Armenian Supreme Soviet. [passage
omitted)

Seventh Issue [of ARTSAKHI DZAYN}]: Have the con-
stitutional avenues of resolving the Artsakh issue been
exhausted?

As is known the issue of modifying the Soviet Constitu-
tion is currently being discussed at various levels. Should
not our Republic play an active role in those discussions?
What are the rights of the Republic in issues regarding
the modification of the Constitution? [passage omitted]

With its right of initiating legislative action, the Arme-
nian Supreme Soviet can insert into the USSR Consti-
tution the following formulation: “An autonomous
region reserves the right to choose freely to secede from
the administrative structure of one union republic and
Jjoin that of another union republic subject to the consent
of the latter and the approval of the USSR Supreme
Soviet. An autonomous region also reserves the right to
secede from the administrative structure of a union
republic and to make itself administratively subject to
the USSR Supreme Soviet and the USSR Council of
Ministers subject to the approval of the USSR Supreme
Soviet. The decision to secede from the administrative
structure of the union republic must be approved by the
autonomous region’s soviet of people’s deputies or a
public referendum.” [passage omitted]
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Syria May Fight To Prevent Palestinian State
44230018 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 16 Oct 88 p 16

[Article by Yosi Melman]

[Text] Air Force Commander General Aviyahu Ben-Nun
estimated 2 weeks ago that “the summer will pass
peacefully.” Summer has not yet come to an end, but
even if his evaluation should prove correct, the next war
might still break out in the spring of 1989. This assess-
ment, without assigning it one degree of probability or
another—“low probability” has become a derogatory
term since the Yom Kippur War—is at least logical. That
is, there are few generals in the IDF, military analysts, or
strategic specialists, who would be prepared to hazard a
clear assertion that war still will not break out next
spring. They are nearly unanimous that if Israel indeed is
involved in a war, it would first of all be with Syria.

The Syrian Ba’th regime, they explain, has been readying
itself for war since 1973 and especially since the partial
confrontation between its army and the IDF in Lebanon
in 1982. Even if there is no one, besides Hafiz al-Asad
alone, who knows what exactly he means when he speaks
of “strategic balance,” there is no doubt that Syria is
looking for a military showdown with Israel, sooner or
later. Accordingly, Syria is outfitting itself with the most
modern Soviet equipment and mobilizing to the maxi-
mum its dwindling economic resources.

Another commonly held assumption on this subject: If
Syria goes to war, it will do so to regain the Golan
Heights, or parts of them, that it lost in June, 1967.
Those who hold this opinion find support for it in,
among other things, the reasonable lessons that Presi-
dent al-Asad drew from his participation in the Yom
Kippur War. In their opinion, Clausewitz’ principle that
war is a continuation of diplomacy by other means and
is subordinate to political goals, applies to President
al-Asad to President al-Asad and his military leadership.
In other words, President al-Asad will go to war, if he
goes at all, to speed up the political-diplomatic process to
compel Israel, through military force integrated with
international diplomatic pressure, to agree to give up the
Golan Heights. This means that Syria is really interested
in achieving a “positive” goal.

But beneath the surface of all these analyses is a certain
error in calculation. They do not consider that Syria is
liable to go to war for “negative” reasons. Not to achieve
“something” but to avoid something else, and that
something else just may be a political settlement between
Israel and the Palestinians. Perhaps more so even than
Israel, Syria vehemently opposes creation of a Palestin-
ian state, and that, in fact, is the background for its
stubborn opposition to Yasir ‘Arafat and the PLO.
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It is not personal hostility that accounts for al-Asad’s
hatred for ‘Arafat, but abhorrence of the independent
policy of the head of the PLO. To frustrate ‘Arafat’s
unceasing efforts for freedom of action and indepen-
dence throughout the 30 year history of the Fatah
organization, al-Asad has supported any Palestinian
organization opposed to ‘Arafat. The Syrian president’s
objective is to widen the division between the Palestin-
jan factions. Palestinian unity, in his view, brings them
closer to a state of their own. For similar reasons, Syria
opposes the dialogue between Jordan and the PLO.
Al-Asad has also put pressure on King Husayn to renege
on the agreement he reached in April with Shim’on Peres
in London. He did this less out of fear that a Jordanian-
Israeli agreement, following the peace of Camp David,
would isolate Damascus still more and leave it alone on
the confrontation line with the “zionist enemy,” than
out of fear that such a settlement, with the participation
of the Palestinians, would increase the chances for cre-
ation of a Palestinian state in the future.

From an ideological perspective, Syria sees the land of
Palestine as a southern part of its country, part of
“greater Syria.” But more than this, Syria’s opposition to
a Palestinian state is based on political, strategic, and
economic considerations.

Thus, Syria and Israel have a clear common interest:
opposition to creation of a Palestinian state. That is not
the only common interest between the two states. The de
facto partition of Lebanon is also very satisfactory to the
Syrian Government. It had already materialized in April
1976. At that time, when the Syrian Army first entered
Lebanon, President al-Asad took pains to send an urgent
message to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin. This
was a conciliatory message, designed to explain that
Syria recognized Israel’s security interests in South Leb-
anon and that, accordingly, Israel was not to see the
entry of the Syrian Army as a threat to these interests.
President al-Asad promised in the message that his army
would not turn south towards the Israeli border. The
message was delivered by King Husayn, who went to
London specifically for that reason and met there with
Israel’s ambassador to Britain, Gid’on Rafa’el, for 3
hours of talks. Ambassador Rafa’el rushed to fly home
on a private plane to provide Yitzhaq Rabin with a
report on the conversation. After receiving this message,
Israe! formulated its “red lines” policy in Lebanon.

Now as then, Jordan is a partner in the Jerusalem-
Damascus political axis. This time, it is not a partial
partnership as a messenger only, but a full partnership
based on opposition to a Palestinian state on the West
Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

Nonetheless, the assessments recently heard in political
circles in Washington speak of a growing feeling that the
Syrian president no longer feels “sure” of Israel’s coop-
eration. He fears that, in time, he will not be able to rely
on Israel to remain steadfast in its opposition to a
Palestinian state. He has interpreted as signs of weakness




JPRS-NEA-89-006
26 January 1989

both Israel’s reaction to the rebellion in the territories
and the growing readiness of central figures in the Labor
Party, although not said in public or spoken out loud, to
reach a political settlement with the PLO.

It is possible—and this possibility is not unreasonable—
that after the elections in the United States the process of
Soviet-American rapprochement will be renewed with
solutions to local problems and a cooling of international
tensions. After agreements between Washington and
Moscow on reductions of nuclear weapons, after the
scrapping of the “Star Wars” program, the Soviet Army’s
withdrawal from Afghanistan, the settlement in Nami-
bia, and the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq, it may be
the turn of the Israeli-Palestinian dispute. This political
process could begin as early as the spring of 1989.

Syria will make a major effort to prevent such a settle-
ment. It would be very difficult for Syria to undertake a
military confrontation without Soviet support, but why
should all the assessments in Israel, indicating that Syria
is likely to be enticed into war even without Soviet
backing, not prove correct for this scenario? If decision-
makers in Israel believe that Syria is likely to go to war to
regain the Golan Heights, they would do well to take into
account the firmness of Damascus’ decision to prevent,
at almost any price, the creation of a Palestinian entity or
a state.

New Initiatives in Gulf Advnsed Following
Cease-Fire
44040109 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 3 Nov 88 p 16

[Article: “Symposium Entitled “What After the Iraq-Iran
War?”)

[Excerpts] The well-known economist, Jasim al-Sa’dun,

warned that the countries of the region would pay a hlgh
price if they did not seize the reins of a comprehensive
economic and political initiative to control post-war
changes. At a symposium held at the business faculty of
Kuwait University yesterday under the title, “What
After the Irag-Iran War?” al-Sa’dun called for a complete
and comprehensive review of the laws and regulations
that the state of war had imposed.

Isma’il al-Shatti, editor in chief of the magazine AL-
MUJTAMA’, said that the struggle of the two superpow-
ers over the region would become less intense.

He predicted that the two adversaries (America and the
Soviet Union) would become partners, d1v1dmg among
themselves the profits and interests ex1stmg in the
region.

The complete text of Jasim al-Sa’dun’s lecture follows,
along with the most important points that Isma’il al-
Shatti covered.
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In the introduction to his speech, Jasim al-Sa’dun said
that the title of the lecture “assumes that we are talking
about the postwar period, but I am not completely sure
that this is the only available scenario. The history of the
Shatt al-’Arab recounts a state of continuous conflict
lasting centuries. No reason leads me to believe that this
struggle will be the last. Nevertheless, we will forget the
scenario of a possible renewal of the conflict and the
no-war/no-peace scenario and concentrate on the sce-
nario of security. When we speak about its economic
dimensions, we will try to cover what strengthens it.

“In talking about what comes after the war, the assump-
tion is that we are talking about the future and that this
future is tied mainly to the price of oil, its production,
and its relative importance as energy. While it is possible
to make a quantitative computation of the importance of
oil in a calm time, many circumstances and variables
make prophecy a difficult task. Whether we like it or not,
predictions, however careful, are subject to sudden alter-
ations.

“When we talk about future scenarios, we assume that
logic, interest, and destiny will control us. These are
matters subject to man’s interpretation, and in most
cases this is political. One of the ironies of fate is that
until a few months ago achievement was measured by
the number of dead and the amount of destruction in the
two warring countries or even in neighboring countries.
Now we are trying to assume a completely opposite logic:
the implanting of life into man and for man, and the
bulldlng and rebuilding of societies and economies. Our
interpretations do not necessarily agree with those of
others. One may declare our interpretation invalid, not
understand it, or not agree with it. -

“The lecture will therefore pass quickly over the history
of the region of the conflict and then review the eco-
nomic results of the war. Afterwards, we will review the
outlines of ways to increase revenue at the lowest cost in
order to confront the post-war period. Then we will
review the negative aspects of the situation, even if we do
not work to increase its revenue. [passage omitted]

“Despite America’s alliance with and leadership of
Europe and Japan, the report [of the American Senate
Foreign Relations Committee] approves their undertak-
ing the role in accordance with those interests. Although

.the report later corrects itself and mentions that the

concentration of oil in the Gulf and its depletion in other
regions of the world will increase America’s need for it,
we who are gathered in the region should realize an
important fact: Our importance in the judgment of the
two blocs comes not from a humanitarian motive or
from a motive of principles, but from a pile of barrels of
bulk oil and from the importance of that oil.

“Our importance is determined even by the means by
which the oil is carried—whether it is carried in pipes or
over the sea by tankers, for this determines the mode of
cooperation with us. By this introduction, I have desired
to emphasize the following facts:
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1. There is a strong link between the regions’s economic
importance and its degree of stability.

2. The decision of war or peace, of stability or its lack, is
not a decision made only in the region; it depends on
how the great powers see their interests.

3. History sometimes repeats itself, and such possibili-
ties increase in direct proportion to the fragmentation
and weakness of the prevailing level of consciousness.

Consequences Resulting From the War

“In order to talk about the kinds of change required in
the postwar period, we must first mention the types of
effect the war caused, so that we can adjust to them in
our view of the future. We can sum up these conse-
quences as follows:

1. The war left behind tremendous human loss in the
form of people killed (some have estimated them as 1
million dead), wounded, handicapped, or deprived of
shelter and other basic necessities. This may be a time
bomb and must be dealt with with humanity and fore-
sight. Part of the solution of the problem lies in eco-
nomic compensation, with expenditures for rebuilding
and a serious consideration of the distribution of oil
production allotments so as to serve this approach. The
need encompasses the two countries—helping them turn
their societies from military to civilian, with the required
creation of appropriate work opportunities.

«2. In a lecture at the Association of Economists, Dr
Rodney Wilson mentioned that the direct military costs
of the war amounted to about $170 billion, which is most
of the yield of oil exports in the two countries, in
addition to a direct part of those of the neighboring
countries, which he estimated at about $30 billion. The
war’s total costs were much greater. They included
increased military expenditures in neighboring coun-
tries, expenditures which were consuming approxi-
mately one-third of their general expenditures. The war
had alsce destroyed many economic and civil installa-
tions that would require a great deal of money to rebuild.
This would certainly raise costs of production in the two
countries, temporarily lowering the profit margin in the
selling price of a barrel of oil.

“3. As a result of conflict between two countries repre-
senting the human weight on the world’s largest oil
reserve (63 percent), the will of producers was weakened.
In addition to the waste of oil revenues and the change in
oil distribution methods from tankers to pipelines car-
rying oil outside the Gulf, with the expenses this meant,
the conflict contributed to disunion and created a press-
ing need for production to finance the war.

“This led to the abuse of oil—the waste of a resources
through depletion, on the one hand, and its cheapness,
on the other hand. The result was that this partly
contributed to oil’s being sold at cash prices around $10
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a barrel, as in October 1988. This was 30 percent of
prices prevailing at the beginning of 1981, and probably
around the real value of prices prevailing before the
October 1973 War. Y.

«4. Because of the war and its changes, regulations and
laws became more complex for security reasons. There
was general weakness in the economies of the warring
and producing countries. This affected, and still affects,
their currencies. An unfavorable investment climate
ensued, increasing the shortage of resources available to
fund development in the region.

«5.The war invalidated the concept of national security
and strength by means of stockpiling expensive weapons.
Had it developed differently, its consequences would
have impacted the Gulf countries very seriously. Its
consequences—the changed view of the concept of
national or regional security—may prevent its recur-
rence.

Conjectured Changes After the War

“It is not easy to try to ascertain the extent of change to
be expected, although one can ascertain its directions.
This is because the extent of change depends on the
extent of man’s role in dealing with those changes,
whether in prescribing general policy or in his ability to
deal with changes. The conjectured changes have conse-
quences with a general dimension and long range, as well
as consequences with a specific dimension and short
range.

1. Conjectured Consequences of a General Nature

“To begin, we must acknowledge a fact and try to change
it—namely, that the countries of the Gulf and Arab
region, individually and collectively, do not believe in
long-range thinking, strategic order, and waiting for the
components of the detailed picture to come together
with the passage of time. The first increase in oil prices
took us by surprise, and we behaved incorrectly. The
second increase in oil prices surprised us; believing it
would last, we behaved incorrectly. The drop in oil prices
and production surprised us; having reached a stage of
suffocation, we behaved incorrectly, preserving high and
unnecessary expenditures inherited from the time of
surfeit, and covering them by excess production of oil
that made prices reach the level they reached. The case
was the same with the Irag-Iran War: Its outbreak took
us by surprise. We showed no fear, until its threat
extended to Basrah, then to everything in the Gulf. Its
end also took us by surprise.

“This kind of thinking will lead us to try to alleviate the
reasons for a renewal of a bloody conflict whose costs in
all their forms would be much greater than the costs of a
program to avoid conflict. One of the things required
may be a positive and collective political effort to defray
the costs of rebuilding the two countries and partici-
pants. It will require calling on others from within the
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region to contribute requisite goods and services and to
contribute money if necessary. This contribution could
take an indirect form, through the division of quotas
within OPEC to partially offset the loss in reconstruction
expenses and rebuilding a peacetime economy. Natu-
rally, this will not pass without real opposition from
parties that see it as harming their interests. But with
some consciousness and insistence, it may turn into a
commitment to interests, increasing the possibilities of
mutual understanding and joint rebuilding.

“This may reflect itself in a better situation, leading to
increased possibilities for agreement within OPEC to
offset any minor concessions for reconstruction and
economic rebuilding. Based on short-term historical
experience, one can say that oil prices ranged between
$10 and $20 a barrel when the first signs of overstepping
or disregarding the OPEC agreements appeared. This
will apparently remain true for the coming period, if oil
retains the same importance. One can also say, as a
realistic assumption, that the region contained about 63
percent of the world’s proven oil reserve in 1987, while
its share of world production did not exceed 22 percent.
If this situation continues, the concentration of reserves
in the area could reach 90 percent at the beginning of the
next century. Consequently, the countries of the region
will be the first to benefit from establishing a strategy of
protecting oil and deriving the greatest profit from it.
With some mutual understanding, those countries could
raise their revenues in the next 10 years by 60 percent. If
we assume realistic hypotheses—e.g., that the region will
not export more than 10 million barrels a day on the
average during the next 10 years, and that the margin of
difference of net prices obtained (depending on the
disunion or cohesion of producing countries) will remain
around $10 a barrel, or between $15 and $25 a barrel—
receipts from oil income could range around $55 billion
in the first case, and around $90 billion a year in the
second case. Any price exceeding the minimum and
resulting from better mutual understanding will mean
surplus income not otherwise obtainable.

“Finally, successful alleviation of the weight of suffering
and pain, postwar reconstruction, and agreement on a
joint understanding preserving the value of the only
nonhuman resource in the region could lead to creation
of a nucleus for general Arab understanding with neigh-
boring countries. The balance of this would represent a
suitable climate and larger quantity of available capital.
This understanding could help break the impasse of
national development, which I see no hope of being
realized, and break the impasse of dependency upon the
advanced countries which impose all their conditions on
any attempts at change. This bloc could find its oppor-
tunity in time, like the countries of Southeast Asia, as
long as it continues to possess the necessary elements or
raw materials.

IL. The Particular Dimension: Internal or Short-Range

“What applies to absence of the long-range dimension or
strategic thinking in the region applies to the local
administration in Kuwait in a slightly different form.
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The local administration is an administration by reac-
tions and after the passage of a period of time, not an
administration of action. This means that there are
usually two temporal dimensions that actually leave
their shadows on conduct in many matters, economy not
excepted. The first dimension is that of the time preced-
ing the determination of a certain matter or the deter-
mination of matters with regard to an expected scenario.
In most cases this is absent. The second dimension is
immediate action when the event occurs. In my opinion,
this occurs only after the problem has turned into a
general one, after it has become more complicated to
deal with, and perhaps when it is already too late.

“This holds true in general for the problem of the
Irag-Iran War and the postwar period. During the war,
the possibility of its end existed in some way, although
our individual judgments of its probability differed. The
problem of dealing with its realities should have been
within the calculations of the institution—the state.
After the cease-fire, the possibility, with the essential
changes it raised, became a reality. The least one can
believe is that accounts would be quickly prepared to
confront its realities. The truth is that neither the former
nor the latter occurred. Even as the war was a surprise, so
was its end a surprise. When the war stopped, the
government finished its normal long summer vacation.
This does not mean that its end did not leave signs of joy
here and there and a traditional rise in the price of assets
such as stocks and real estate, as was the case when
stocks split or when companies were allowed to buy 10
percent of their stocks.

“If I am allowed to define guideposts for confronting the
problem of dealing with postwar conditions over the
short term, I would propose the following:

1. Defining the Changes:

A. Study and proposal of a new view of the concept of
security in its military, political, social, and economic
dimensions.

B. Study of the laws and regulations imposed by wartime
conditions—from a general perspective, not in all its
specialization.

C. Definition of the difficulties that must be con-
fronted—financing, commercial dangers, political dan-
gers, etc.—and study of how they should be dealt with.

D. Enumerating local and regional resources suitable for
forming the material for cooperation and study of their
competitive circumstances.

2. Estimating the Size of the Change

A. Oil revenues of the two countries that were at war will
range between $220 billion and $320 billion during the
coming 10 years, assuming that they produce 40 percent
of possible Gulf area production. Total volume of the
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region’s revenues, including the two countries that were
at war, will be between $550 billion and $900 billion
during the same period, in accordance with changes in
oil prices.

B. Under conditions of peace, one can assume that
military expenditures will decrease. At certain times
these reached 150 percent of Iraq’s total oil revenues, 80
percent of Iran’s, and 50 percent of Saudi Arabia’s. We
ought to make these revenues circulate as much as
possible in the region by studying their new channels.

Defining the Means

“This should come after defining the new understanding
and determining possible difficulties. No individual and
no group of individuals and institutions with can con-
front the problem their own abilities. Rather, the prob-
lem of real support will come by providing it as a public
service. 1 think the means of confrontation will be
reducible to the manner of confronting the following
difficulties:

A. Information

“A great quantity of information about mutual needs
must be provided. This requires a system to collect,
classify, update, and display information on an orga-
nized basis. It requires a similar enumeration of avail-
able resources by the same method and creation of
channels of contact between need and resource.

B. Financing and Insurance

“The problem of financing should be considered within
a system of examining the total interaction between two
countries for anyone who wants that. Although this is a
difficult procedure, it is not a complicated one. I think it
is a necessary procedure, if one is to encourage and
develop rates of exchange between the two countries. A
system of insurance should be developed against dan-
gers, providing a measure of security that would help
encourage mutual investment.

C. Movement of Means of Production

“Without a doubt, the war led to financial and security
difficulties from which followed economic policies that
were expansionist on the one hand (monetary policies),
and harsh on the other hand (restrictions on currency
movement in and out). These difficulties also caused
severe restrictions on the movement of other means of
production, such as human beings. If rapid rebuilding of
these economies is the goal, there must be an attempt to
show mutual flexibility in order to lay new foundations
and bases for the movement of capital and people. This
will lead to the facilitation of mutual investment. The
reality is that the impasse of national development,
which has proved to have failed over the past 40 years,
despite huge oil revenues, cannot be overcome unless
peoples’ interests are linked to each other through direct
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cooperation. My belief is that this cannot occur out of
political considerations or top-level interests that have
no connection with the future of the development of the
peoples. .

Effect of the War’s Having Ended Without Deliberate
Intervention

“The end of the war will doubtlessly lead to a positive
economic transformation, even if the changes are left to
will work their effect haphazardly. This will take impulse
from the following probabilities:

A. Ending of the war will lead to reducing of its expenses
and will leave a margin for other areas of expenditure.
This will occur even if oil revenues are at their lowest
levels, assuming that the various parties do not cooper-
ate to increase their yield.

B. Part of those revenues will have to cover consumer
needs, to offset wartime deprivation. Part of those needs
will have to come through neighboring channels, i.e.,
through neighboring markets.

C. Building or rebuilding will inevitably consume part of
the revenues for required goods and services, and some
of these will have to be provided through the same
channels.

D. It will be necessary to use a developed financial
sector, and this will come in part from the same chan-
nels.

E. Additional monetary assets will be available due to
the addition of the element of political stability to the
aspect of investment in the region, whereas it used to be
counted against it. Conversely, there is a possibility that
commercial and political dangers abroad may increase.

“This will automatically produce better business condi-
tions, compared with the recent past, for the sectors of
commerce, contracting, and financial services (banks,
insurance companies, and investment companies), and
this will automatically apply to other sectors.

“The principals of the human sciences say that logic
motivates man, whether as an individual or as part of a
company, to try to maximize return with the lowest
possible costs. This is happening in regard to the postwar
scenario on the part of individuals and companies
located around the world.

“When one talks about institutions-—states—the matter
is not just a logical choice, but a duty relating to destiny
and survival. It is certainly not permissable to wait for
circumstances to be generous, on the chance that they
will provide what is sufficient. If it happens, it will be at
the cost of many expenses, and these may impact nega-
tively even upon the mutual relations of peoples. 1
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therefore see no alternative to our seizing the initiative
in an organized manner and thinking in advance about
preparing the circumstances that will serve our destiny
and future.”

Isma’il al-Shatti

Isma’il al-Shatti said that the Eastern camp, represented
by Russia, wanted the following from the region:

1. Weakening of Western influence, and prevention of
the Gulf lake from being penetrated.

2. Securing of the long border between Iran and Russia,
and preventing Iran from entering into military pacts or
treaties with Western countries.

3. Halting the danger of the spread of Islamic ideology in
the Islamic areas colonized by the Russians.

4. Creation of Russian influence in the Gulf in order to
influence the distribution of oil production in markets,
for the benefit of the socialist bloc, and to define suitable
conditions for its importation.

To attain its goals, Russia has exploited some of the
advantages it enjoys as an Asian country sharing borders
with a Gulf country and its ability to mobilize militarily
and reach the area more quickly than America. It has
also used liberation movements working in the region for
its own influence.

But will this conflict continue?

The annual report of the Survey of Future Studies for
1987 prepared by Michel (Maryin) defines ten hopes and
ten fears for the future. Foremost among the hopes on
which most students of the future agree he places
improved relations between the Western and Eastern
camps and the melting away of the cold war between
them. These students predict that this improvement will
lead to a reduction of the arms race and of high military
expenditures. Wolf Leonard (department of history,
Yale University), in his 1986 book, “The Kremlin and
the West,” predicts six scenarios for the future of Russia.
He considers the scenario of political liberalism most
probable. Under it, economic modernization will take
place; there will be a tendency toward the commerce of
private institutions; and the terror apparatus will break
up and be transformed into democracy appropriate to
the system. He says that the opening up of Soviet society
will not only benefit the Soviet bloc, but will prepare the
way for real improvements in relations between East and
West and form the basis for lasting peace.

In his July 1986 article, “Pillars of Peace,” published in
VITAL magazine, Richard Nixon holds that the most
important positive development in the last 40 years is
that the Soviet Union has lost its ideological battle in the
world. It can no longer expand through ideology, but
rather through its arms. Charles Taylor, in his report that
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I mentioned earlier, thinks that the Soviet Union under
the new leadership will turn its attention to internal
economic developments and will become less competi-
tive and adventurous on the international stage. In his
previously mentioned article, Nixon enumerates eight
pillars of peace, embodying the new future form of the
struggle:

1. A policy resting on the difficult reality of mutual
respect for interests.

2. Honest recognition of differences, with their solution
if possible, or the creation of formulas for living with
them.

3. We will not aim at imposing our system upon the
Soviets, and will resist the imposition of their system
upon us.

4. We will not aim at strategic superiority for ourselves,
but we will prevent it for them.

5. We will help our friends in the Third World, as the
Soviets help theirs.

6. We welcome increased trade with the Soviet Union,
but not trade that causes our destruction.

7. Although we are rivals politically, we have a single
enemy—international terrorism.

8. The old concepts of containment are no longer valid.
We must create a new ground for mutual competition
and coexistence.

It becomes clear from all this that the international
struggle for the region will become less intense. The
adversaries will turn into partners, dividing interests
between them. The ideological mobilization that the
Russians used to employ in the region will wither. The
matter of the difficult balance between Moscow’s sup-
port of liberation movements and their communist par-
ties and the establishment of relations with the regimes
against which the liberation movements are fighting will
be settled in favor of the regimes. Moscow will establish
diplomatic relations with all regimes of the area. Mos-
cow and its allies will have a share in the enormous oil
wealth of the Gulf region. Limited commercial and
economic relations will therefore develop between Rus-
sia and the region. The matter of structural decisions for
the region will become a Western concern. Disagree-
ments may possibly arise between America and its ally, a
united Europe, over certain interests in the region.
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Taba Arbitration May Be Linked to Ra’s
al-Burgah

440000182 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in
English 7 Dec 88 p 1

[Article by Menachem Shalev]

[Text] Government officials are seriously considering a
demand that Israel link its implementation of the Taba
arbitration award with Egypt’s paying compensation to
the families of the victims of the Ra’s al-Burqah massa-
cre.

The proposal was raised by the families of the victims
and their lawyers, who yesterday complained bitterly
about Egyptian procrastination in paying compensation
at a meeting with Yosi Ben-Aharon, the director-general
of the Prime Minister’s Office.

A lone Egyptian gunman killed seven Israelis on the
beach at Ra’s al-Burgah on October 5, 1985. Although
Egypt acknowledged responsibility for the incident more
than two years ago, officials here agree with the families’
assessment that Egypt has been footdragging on compen-
sation.

An Egyptian tribunal set up to deal with the compensa-
tion is scheduled to meet on December 18 in Cairo. In
the past, many of its meetings have been postponed.

On Monday, the military liaison committees of both
countries are slated to meet to begin marking the border
pillars as located by the Taba arbitrators.

The two countries are also due to meet in January to
discuss the delineation of the border in Taba near the
Sonesta Hotel and the arrangements which will be in
force there following the expected Israeli withdrawal.

“Egypt must realize that the resolution of the Taba issue
must coincide with a new starting point on other issues,
not least of which is the Ra’s al-Burqah matter,” said a
well-placed source last night.

Al-Asad Invites Iraqi Opposition to Meetings
44040106 Tehran KEYHAN AL-’ARABI in Arabic
27 Oct 88 p 4

[Text] His Eminence Hujjat al-Islam wa-al-Muslimin
Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Hakim, president of the
Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, and
the accompanying delegation returned to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Saturday evening, 10 Rabi’ I [22
October], after a visit to the Syrian Arab Republic at the
invitation of President Hafiz al-Asad. His Eminence was
met by brother officials in the Islamic Republic, Mr
‘Abd-al-’Aziz al-Hakim, member of the Central Shura in
the Supreme Council, and the Syrian ambassador and
his assistant in Tehran. He was also met by crowds of
Iraqi Muslims at Mehrabad Airport in Tehran.
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At the Mehrabad Airport reception hall, Sayyid al-
Hakim made the following statement about the activities
that had taken place in Syria and whether the trip had
achieved its goals: “Activities during the trip included
meetings with Syrian brothers in the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic, foremost among them its leader, President Hafiz
al-Asad. There were also meetings with brothers who are
adherents of the Iraqi opposition and general meetings
with the masses of Iragi brothers in Syria who are
receiving good care from the Syrian government. In
addition, there were meetings with some academics who
gathered in al-Asad Hall. We spoke to them on the
occasion of the 600th anniversary of the birth of the
famous Sufi poet Hafez of Shiraz. There was also a
meeting with a large crowd of Syrian brothers in a
Damascus mosque. Furthermore, there were meetings
with Lebanese brothers from various fields, with reli-
gious scholars and Islamic and non-Islamic politicians,
to study together the state and condition of Lebanon.
The general evaluation of the visit was that it was a
successful one and was able to achieve the goals set out
for it. At the beginning of this visit, we laid down a
comprehensive program. We were able to apply all of its
points—praise be to God, the Lord of all Being!—as well
as new points that were added there. We encountered
care, affection, and cooperation from the Syrian brothers
in particular.”

In response to another question about news of an inten-
tion to open a Damascus branch of the Supreme Council
of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, al-Hakim said: “This
was one of the requests we presented in Syria to the
Syrian brothers. Their position was positive.”

In response to the question of whether the council
intends to move the opposition and its activities to Syria,
His Eminence said: “The meeting that took place at first
with the Iraqi opposition was a general and comprehen-
sive meeting. We were carrying an initiative about a
general framework for joint action with adherents of the
Iraqi opposition. We raised this initiative in this general
meeting. Afterwards, meetings were scheduled to discuss
the dynamics of action to reach this goal—namely, a
joint common framework—based on Syria’s very impor-
tant geographic and strategic position vis-a-vis the region
in general and the Iraqi problem in particular and on the
firmness that Syrian leaders in particular have shown in
their strategic positions toward community issues that
concern the Islamic world, and especially toward our
cause. Thus, we think that whenever the opportunity
presents itself, there should be room for activity of the
[Iraqi] opposition in Syria. We seriously believe that
there should be broader movement through Syria, bear-
ing in mind that Syrian brothers have from the beginning
opened their hearts and doors to support the Muslim
Iraqi people in their cause. Iragis and the Iraqi opposi-
tion have been present in Syria from the beginning. This
position is not a new one on the part of Syria.”

The final question concerned His Eminence Sayyid
al-Hakim’s opinion of the condition of Iraqi brothers in
Syria, and whether the future of Iraqis in Syria, Iran, or
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other countries of emigration had been discussed. His
Eminence answered: “The Iraqi masses in Syria are
masses that in any case have been subjected to injury,
prosecution, and suffering at the hands of the ruling
regime in Baghdad. They have found a refuge in Syria.
Naturally, during the meeting with these masses, we
found them optimistic at the emotional level. We tried to
explain to them the strategic picture and the lines that
the Supreme Council is adopting at this stage. Among the
issues we brought up with Syrian brothers were those
connected with the condition of Iraqi brothers—their
social, health, and educational needs in their country,
Syria, inasmuch as it is the second country of these Iraqi
brothers. We drew attention to the fact that greater care
for these Iraqi brothers represents the best way to guard
against their dissolving into corrupt Western societies,
toward which problems and damage might drive them to
turn.”

About the future of the Iraqis in Iran, al-Hakim said:
“Officials in the Islamic Republic of Iran have
announced that Iran is the support of all who have been
deprived. They have stated that they will attend to the
issue of caring for Iraqis, even as they care for Iranians.”

Jordan and Libya Agree To Boost Health Services
Cooperation

44000156 Amman JORDAN TIMES in English

13 Nov88p3

[Text] Amman (Petra)}—Jordan and Libya have agreed
to boost bilateral cooperation in the field of health in
such a way that serves their common interests.

Health Minister Zayd Hamzah who concluded an offi-
cial visit to Libya, signed the minutes of a health
agreement with his Libyan counterpart Dr Mustafa al-
Zaydi.

The minutes of the agreement define spheres of mutual
cooperation and covers basic medical health.

It also deals with exchange of expertise, and sets the basis
for cooperation and for benefitting from technical coop-
eration between the two countries. It also deals with
exchange of information on the laws and regulations
pertaining to various medical spheres.

Hamzah said that during his 5-day visit to Libya, he met
with a number of Jordanian doctors working there. He
said the Libyan officials spoke highly of the Jordanian
doctors’ high standard and reputation.

There are 72 Jordanian doctors currently working in
Libya in addition to 59 other doctors who recently
signed contracts to work there.

NEAR EAST

PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS

Israeli Arabs, Islamic Movement Seek Unity
44000183 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in
English 7 Dec 88 p 7

[Article by Marda Dunsky]

[Text] In the run-up to last month’s elections, the Islamic
movement in Israel issued a call to Muslim Arab voters
to go to the polls and vote for the candidates of their
choice. And among those parties vying for Arab support,
the progressive List for Peace was especially active in
courting the religious voter.

Yet the results fell short of the expectation that the Arab
vote could make a crucial difference. Nearly a quarter of
the 320,000 eligible Arab voters stayed away from the
polls, translating into three to four lost mandates. And
one of the losers was the Progressive List, whose repre-
sentation in the Knesset dropped from two seats to one
in the process.

Now, in the wake of these failures, one of the Islamic
movement’s chief figures, Shaykh ‘Abdallah Darwish—
who put his name to the declaration encouraging Mus-
lims to vote—says he plans to assemble the leaders of all
Arab political parties and movements within Israel for
discussions on the formation of a united “Arab peace
camp.”

“Soon I will call for all the Arab leaders in the State of
Israel to sit together to discuss and agree on the mini-
mum that will unify them,” Darwish said in a recent
interview at his home in Kafr Qasim.

“I will call all of them to sit together, all the political
streams in the Arab sector—the Progressive List, the
Democratic Front, al-Nakbah, the Sons of the Village—
because I see that everyone supports the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state and everyone agrees on
achieving peace.

“The extent to which Darwish can serve as a unifying
factor, however, is complicated by the fact that the
Islamic movement, like the Arab sector of which it is a
part, is not monolithic but rather divided into different
streams, according to Joseph Ginat, deputy adviser to
Shim’on Peres on Israeli Arab affairs.

The Arab sector as a whole can be viewed as having three
ideological components—with those promoting what he
calls “Israeli-Arab nationalism” comprising the largest
faction, and those advocating hardline Palestinian
nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism comprising
two smaller factions. Similarly, the Islamic movement
itself is divided among those advocating Palestinian
nationalism, so-called “returnees” to the faith more
concerned with Islam as a way of life and a much smaller
segment of Sufis, Ginat said.
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Further, not only do its leaders and experts like Ginat
decline to attach numbers to the movement (although it
is believed to have followers in the tens of thousands), it
is acknowledged that no central unifying leadership
exists within the movement itself.

“Each village and each town has its own leadership,”
said Shaykh Hashim al-Muhajnah, one of the leaders of
the Islamic movement in Umm el-Fahm, adding that
other main centres of the movement are Nazareth,
al-Tayyibah, al-Tirah, Kfar Kana and Kafr Qasim.

The absence of central leadership and consensus were
apparent in the contrast between al-Mahajnah’s and
Darwish’s readiness to talk about the issue of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state. While Darwish talked about
Palestinian independence at length, al-Mahajnah
declined to comment on the issue. “We have no position
to state right now,” he said. “We’ll have to wait and see
what happens.

“Just why so many Arab voters stayed away from the
election is also a matter open to interpretation. While
Ginat said that some local shaykhs told their followers
not to vote, al-Mahajnah maintained that no specific
boycott directives were issued in the name of the move-
ment. ”Some voted and some didn’t—that’s only nat-
ural,“ he said, adding that the approximate 75 per cent
turnout rate among Arab voters was consistent with past
years.

Darwish, however, had his own ideas.*To the sorrow of
many, most of the Muslims didn’t find a single political
body in Israel that advances the interest of peace, that
ad_\('iances the legitimate rights of the Palestinians,” he
said.

Coupled with a sense of despair and lack of faith in
politicians, he noted, was also the fact that the declara-
tion he signed in the name of the movement did not
specify one party over another. “They had the freedom
of do what they wanted, but they didn’t go,” he said.

Looking ahead to his impending call for an Arab peace
camp, Darwish said he hoped its formation would “unify
the Arab strength in Israel” while at the same time
encourage the Jewish peace camp to coalesce.Darwish
contended that the Islamic movement intends to serve as
a unifying force rather than seek political legitimacy in
its own right, despite the fact that it announced in its
declaration to Muslim voters that it will seek to contest
the municipal elections in the spring.

“We in the Islamic movement will be a force,” in such an
effort toward unification, he said, “but we don’t seek one
Knesset seat. ”We only want to move forward,” he said,
saying his job will be to try to get Arab leaders in Israel
to agree on the minimum, to stop looking at the past and
start looking at the future.”Our existence as Palestinians
in Israel depends on our unity,” he said.

NEAR EAST

“Uprising Leadership’ Calls for Open Schools
44040111 Nicosia FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic
6 Nov88p7

[Text] In its response to the demands of each stage and
the demands of each one of the occupied areas, the
Unified National Leadership of the Uprising demon-
strated that it understands what is happening around it.
The command thinks it is important to take advantage of
the fact that schools in Jerusalem stay open.

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate, an
appeal... an appeal... an appeal. No voice shall be heard
over that of the uprising, the voice of the people of
Palestine, the people of the PLO.

O People of Our Great Nation:

At a time when our brave people are engaged in a fierce
struggle to gain freedom and independence, the occupa-
tion authorities are trying to sow dissension in the
citizens’ ranks and create confusion and internal conflict
by a variety of direct and crooked ways. Having tried all
methods of oppression and brutal maltreatment and
failed to put out this mighty national furor, they are
hoping the uprising will wither away and die.

In this regard schemers and those who do not understand
what is happening are trying to create confusion and
chaos in Jerusalem schools which have been reopened by
authorities. Their attempts involve suspect messages
they send to the principals of private schools in Jerusa-
lem, warning them and calling upon them to close the
schools in what they claim would be a show of solidarity
with the remaining schools on the West Bank. These
people are also involved in the disturbances which occur
in school playgrounds during official school hours. It is
these disturbances which give the authorities the excuse
they need to attack all the institutions of learning on our
sacred land.

O Fellow Countrymen of Our Brave Nation, Fellow
Countrymen of the Tempestuous Uprising:

Our popular revolt is a rebellion against injustice and
oppression. It is a rebellion against the occupation
authorities and their machinery. It is a rebellion for
freedom and independence. We do not want to destroy
ourselves or place obstacles to our own development.
That is not the aim of our rebellion. Nor is it our aim to
help the enemy place more obstacles in our way.

Knowledge is our people’s foremost and strongest
weapon. It is thus a natural target for repression by the
occupation authorities. That is why your leaders, the
Unified National Leadership of the Uprising, have been
calling for all schools, institutes, and universities to be
open. In appealing for open schools and institutes, our
appeal is based on the notion that the people have a
fundamental right to education. Education isa principal
weapon which gives our people the awareness they need
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in their long struggle. It would be unreasonable for us to
allow ourselves to become instrumental in closing our
open institutes and schools, even if we did that under the
pretext of showing solidarity with our colleagues in the
remaining schools in the West Bank.

In fact, the only way to fight the occupation authorities’
policy against the education of our brave people is to
pursue knowledge. That is why it is our duty to
strengthen popular education in those areas which have
been victimized by the enemy’s tyranny: the areas where
schools were closed. We have to intensify the course of
study in those schools and institutes which the occupa-
tion authorities have allowed to reopen. We must do this
during official school hours and days, as these are
designated in official bulletins from the uprising. The
National Command is calling upon all national student
elements and forces to step up their involvement in
opposing the occupation authorities after school hours
and days. It also calls upon the principals of private
schools in Jerusalem to show their solidarity with private
schools in the West Bank by complying with their
demands and not allowing the educational problem of a
few West Bank students to be dealt with on an individual
basis. The command is asking the principals of private
schools in Jerusalem not to allow those students to enroll
in Jerusalem’s private schools.

O Fellow Countrymen of Our Brave Nation: Our Brave
Merchants in Steadfast Jerusalem:

Saturday, 29 October 1988 is the anniversary of the Kafr
Qasim massacre. On this occasion the Unified National
Leadership for Jerusalem appeals to you, in response to
a suggestion issued by the Unified National Leadership
for the Uprising, to declare a general strike to commem-
orate those who lost their lives in that Fascist massacre.

Long live the popular uprising as an everlasting flame,
burning under the enemy’s feet.

Glory and immortality for our dutiful martyrs.
We shall be victorious.

The Unified National Leadership of the Uprising, Jeru-
salem

EGYPT

Industry Minister Discusses Third World
Industrial Problems

45040055 Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic
30 Sep 88 p 31

[Interview by Raji ‘Anayit with Minister of Industry
Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Wahhab; place and date not given]

[Text] [’Anayit] Why do you call our endeavor to catch
up with the industrial boom an impossible dream, even
though some Third World countries, like South Korea,
Singapore, Brazil, and Mexico, are busy trying to achieve
just that?

NEAR EAST

[’Abd-al-Wahhab] When we in Egypt talk about indus-
try, we mean traditional industries on which the indus-
trial community has rested for the last three centuries.
These industries are on their way out. Why? Because
they have polluted the earth’s atmosphere to the point
where it cannot endure the damage they bring any more,
something that can no longer be overlooked, given the
worldwide growth of the environmental protection
movement, and because these industries—with the
energy they consume—used to rely on nonrenewable
sources of energy (coal, gas, oil) and the world stock of
these sources is running out. More important, the nature
of work in these industries is based on principles and
beliefs that can no longer be embraced from a humanis-
tic point of view.

The big industrialized powers have begun to realize these
facts, and therein lies the reason why they have started to
export these industries to Third World and developing
countries. We must not be fooled by what we hear
nowadays about conditions in South Korea or Brazil. We
must look beyond this momentary success. You must
determine whether their economic growth has been built
at the expense of the Korean people’s human develop-
ment and Korea’s near, rather than distant, future.

[’Anayit] Are you asking us to shut down the factories we
worked so hard to build?

[’Abd-al-Wahhab] No, this is not what I am asking.
However, I would like our policymakers to understand
the true situation before acceding to the designs of the
big industrialized powers. I would like the policymakers
to be fully aware of the dimensions of the choices they
make. I would like the people not to be carried away by
pompous slogans such as “catching up with the advanced
industrialized countries.” The world is undergoing a
period of putting the international economic house in
order and if we are unable to act now, the least we can do
is to persist in our efforts to understand, in the hope that
such understanding will evolve into a more mature
action when we regain our ability to act.

[’Anayit] I would like to understand precisely what you
would have us do.

[’Abd-al-Wahhab] I would like us to proceed while
realizing the following:

e 1. That the traditional industries on which the indus-
trial community was built will not continue in their
present form, except in backward countries that allow
themselves to be put in this situation;

¢ 2. That any vestiges that may remain in the advanced
countries will not keep their familiar form, but rather
will undergo a radical change that employs self-
direction based on robots and electronic control and
on a solid waste management system aimed at stop-
ping industrial pollution;
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« 3. That the advanced countries are shifting their weight
to emerging industries, the industries of the future;

« 4. That in the age of the current drastic shift, Third
World countries must adopt a long-term plan for amass-
ing know-how and information and a job-training pro-
gram so that they may switch to the industries of the
future, thus securing for themselves a reasonable place
among the countries of the world when the role of the old
traditional industries comes to an end;

« 5. That in Egypt, we most urgently need to reexamine
our industrial activities and come up with a new logic
for industrial growth that takes into consideration all
the elements of transition I have already mentioned,
in particular the management style of big industrial
firms;

« 6. That we must give up once and for all the dream of
setting up new big industries and must institute
industrial projects, small in size and big in number
and spread over our geographic expanse, projects that
rely on small renewable and diversified sources of
energy in conformity with the sites on which such
projects are set up;

« 7. That in adopting technological innovations, we
must be more prudent in picking those things that can
help our industry to achieve geographic expansion
and can help us to absorb our country’s enormous
demographic power, thereby turning population
growth into a blessing rather than a curse;

« 8. And finally, in translating into action the slogan of
shifting to a world economy, we must establish an
Arab economic system built on the principle of net-
working that stresses mutual economic reliance
among Arab countries. This is the only available truly
effective alternative to the Arab unity appeal we used
to sound. Such a network organization can connect its
lines to other network organizations in Third World
countries so that we may achieve the necessary bal-
ance in our economic relations with the big and
advanced powers.

[’Anayit] And do you believe this is possible under our
present circumstances?

[’Abd-al-Wahhab] It is possible but difficult. It is easier,
however, to submit to what the big powers have planned
for us which renders our progress impossible, indeed out
of the question. I know it is difficult because it requires
a strong and free leadership able to stand up to big power
intervention and pressures. It is not enough for the
Minister of Industry to understand Egypt’s industrial
interests; he must also be able to stand up to the
pressures, be they coming from America, Germany, or
Japan. The leadership’s freedom and power can only be
achieved through greater democracy in its true sense, or
greater opportunities for the people to take part in the
decisionmaking process. For the people who choose and
take part in decisionmaking are active people who help
their leadership to stand up to any possible pressure
from the outside, and who endure sacrifices willingly so
long as they share one strategic vision with the national
leadership. ‘,

NEAR EAST

['Anayit] Now you have raised another subject!

['Abd-al-Wahhab] What I am saying involves only one
subject. It is an interactive net of factors that must be
dealt with as a whole. The important thing is that the
difficult road T am taling about will become less difficult
as the days pass, owing to the severe evolution the big
industrialized countries are experiencing in their daily
lives at this particular stage of putting the world eco-
nomic house in order. I alluded to that when I talked
about what I called the cultural cutting edge, explaining
that this is the time to move before we lose our chance.
America’s ability, at this stage, to dominate the world
economically and politically will diminish day by day as
new forces rise and other strong countries emerge, forc-
ing it to relinquish its old role as the power dominating
the world. American author John Nesbitt says in this
regard: “Now that developing countries are beginning to
sense the extent of the shift in the world balance of
power, America and other industrialized countries must
renounce their old attitudes that view every political
decision as ‘terrorist’ and every economic stance as
‘blackmail.” Such attitudes were conceivable when
America ruled the world. The problem now is that it no
longer does.”

Islamic Leader Criticizes Government for Role in
Weakening Al-Azhar
45040102 Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 23 Nov 88 p 4

[Interview with Dr ‘Abd-al-Jalil Shalabi; date and place
not given]

[Text] Dr ‘Abd-al-Jalil Shalabi is one of the leaders of
Islamic action and Islamic missionary activity both in
Egypt and abroad. In Egypt he was professor at al-Azhar
University and served as general secretary of the Islamic
Research Academy for many years. Abroad, he assumed
a position of religious leadership when he served as
director of the Islamic Center in the United States. He
still serves as professor of comparative religions and of
the principles of Islamic missionary activity in Egyptian,
Arab, Islamic and foreign universities. Accordingly, talk-
ing with him about events of the hour becomes a must.

I went to Dr Shalabi with questions which are now
looming on the Islamic scene. He was open-minded, and
he answered the questions quite candidly.

I started my interview with his eminence by asking him
the following question: “Do you believe that al-Azhar
has failed to lead Islamic missionary activity?”

[Shalabi] I believe quite frankly and unequivocally that
al-Azhar has not taken positive action, not to mention
any act of leadership, in Islamic missionary activity fora
long time.

Al-Azhar had a major role to play, and it set the course
for Islamic activity when its men steered the government
and guided it on a proper Islamic course. Al-Azhar was
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truly the leading religious institution it was meant to be
when its shaykh would order a general strike and all
shops would close their doors. It was truly the leading
religious institution when the ruler would comply with a
demand made by the shaykh of al-Azhar. But al-Azhar
lost its authority after and since bowing to government
and praising it. And now al-Azhar is subordinate to
government which does with it what it will and steers it
in any direction it wishes.

Al-Azhar’s Men Savored the Misfortunes of Muslim
Brothers

I recall that it was al-Azhar’s men who took the most
pleasure in the misfortunes of the Muslim Brothers when
‘Abd-al-Nasir had them arrested and hanged. At that
time not a single official from al-Azhar stepped forward
to offer the Muslim Brothers assistance. Had there been
a real shaykh of al-Azhar then, he would have told
‘Abd-al-Nasir to stop all that.

[AL-NUR] Dr Shalabi added that al-Azhar’s subordina-
tion to successive governments degraded the institution
and humiliated its men. An instructor in al-Azhar is
ranked as a grade four, whereas his counterpart who
graduated from other universities is ranked as a grade
one.

[Shalabi] Nothing is being taught in al-Azhar now after a
development system was introduced into that institu-
tion. In fact, I can say that courses and instruction in
Islamic conduct are needed in al-Azhar. Now, all exam-
inations there are based on cheating, and most of al-
Azhar’s students do not memorize the Koran. In fact,
they cannot even read it.

Today, a student at al-Azhar assumes a neutral position.
His only concern is to graduate and get a job. These
students are neither advocates of religion nor scholars.
What al-Azhar needs now is someone who can reform it.

Reforming al-Azhar Would Restore It to Its Glory
[AL-NUR] How can al-Azhar be restored to its glory?

[Shalabi] There are fundamental matters which are quite
clear. First of all, al-Azhar must be relieved of its
subordination