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ALGERTA

PRESS SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT'S CRISIS MANAGEMENT
What If There Were ¥o 0il

Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 27 Feb 86 p 11

[Editorial by H. Tedjini] |

"The entire nation is involved in the exercise of economic disci-
pline thrust upon us by the global economic crisis."

At the latest cabinet meeting, the president raised the issue of
assigning urgent priorities in order of importance. And indeed
these times call for high seriousness, vigilance, and attention.

We have all heard talk of economic crisis on the radio,or on TV,

or read about it in the press. But, in the quintessential defen-
sive reaction to bad news, we tend to say "That happens to other
people"-- or "That happens only to other people..." There is
nothing unasual about this attitude: Algerians are not given to
fretting excessively about the impact on their country of events

in faraway places. Well, then, we had best lay it on the line:

the economic crisis is upon us, and Algerians cannot simply shrug
it off. Furthermore, they must understand the extent of sacrifice
and effort demanded of them. Let everyone grasp this quite clearly.
The crisis is not inherent in the structures of our economy or that
of our productive system; rather it is the consequence of maneu-
vering by the great powers of the world, most of them Western, and
of fluctuation in currency exchange-rates. One might even say that
in the Third %World it is rare, if not impossible, to find economies
_ sturdy enough to stand up to this very day against the economic~
financial shocks and counter-shocks of the twistings and turnings
of the capitalist world.

In our country, prices for basic essentials are low. That is a
fact, and it is not demagoguery to say so. If they are low, it is
because the government stands ready to support the real prices.

On the other hand, if food and vegetable prices are rising, the
increase is attributable to a law as old as the world, which applies
everywhere: supply and demand. If the land were properly worked,
there would be plenty, and prices would drop. Of course, the state
could step in financially. But then there would be choices to be
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made. Would we rather have that than maintain our commitment to
free education and free medical care? Of course not, we would all
reply. And what about meat? True, meat prices are high right now.
Whose fault is it? If citizens, far more of them than you think,
persist in roasting a whole sheep in celebration of no matter what
trivial occasion, our sheep herds will dwindle in the space of a few
years to a scrap of shagreen. Meat would be available and the state
would be spared imports and save billions in hard currency. Look

at just one figure: of 4,800 billion old dinars spent on imports,
food products account for 1,000 billion. Take another figure that
will drive home to each citizen the scope of the impact of the
global economic crisis on Algeria: O0il brings Algeria about $60 to
$65 billion dinars. The drop in the price of a barrel of oil, com-
bined with the erosion of the dollar, is going to cost us, accor-
ding to an early estimate, something like $25 billion in 1086.

To put it another way, that is a little more than a third of our
total revenues. How can Algeria hope to maintain its present stan-
dards of living? A itate is quite similar to a household. 1In the
lean years, what are you going to give up: bread or meat? Meals
on the table every day, or a vacation in Paris? There are choices
to be made. And the same applies to a state. We are now in the
midst of a crisis. There are choices to be made and discipline to
be imposed. In matters essential, the state will play its role.
The fact remains, however, that every one of us is going to have
to practice some self-discipline. To begin with, get rid of bad
habits. At the top of the list comes the hurtful habit of be-
lieving that the crisis is somebody else's problem, and that, come
what may, the state will be there to take care of everything. The
state, however, is no miracle-worker. And what if there were no
more 0il? One reader recently wrote us to suggest that that even-
tuality might just be the best thing that could happen to us. If
if did happen, he argues, we should be compelled to roll up our
sleeves and turn our attention to the land that feeds us, because
there is not going to be any other solution if we want to eat our
daily bread in dignity.

It is no exaggeration to say that we are going to be living in a
state of economic war. The political leadership has decided to
take the necessary measures. They will be painful, but necessary,
because the interests of all the people are at stake. The report
we present below will help Algerians to understand.

' . State of Economic War
Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 27 Feb 86 p 11

[Article by: Rachid Khiari]

[Text] We are going to try to bear in mind a finding that will be
‘more lasting than a transient feeling that the situation is serious.
We are directly under attack. This is open warfare declared on
Algeria, among others. Not hot, not cold. This is war, all=out- .




relentless war declared against us. It is certainly not a "con-
flict of powerful interests, to be settled by bloodshed," but its
aim is our economic annihilation, which amounts to the same thing.

That is where we are, and we look for no '"help." The countries
that could or would stand by us are themselves too wrapped up in
their own problems to be able to go any further than statements
of solidarity. There is no question of waiting for help to come,
from whatever quarter.

Do we really need outside help to cope? And first of all: is it
in the Algerian tradition to go begging for help? In any case, in
this pitiless world that surrounds us, asking for help would be
tantimount to joining the chain-gang of those who, in exchange for
a crust of bread, let fall their arms, bowed their backs, and has-
tened to welcome the onslaughts of the "bemefactors" who are the
very same people who have us by the throat right now. Put another
way, it means backing down on the essential: freedom of decision,
sovereignty.

Always, and with all due respect for the countries that are our
brothers and our friends that stood by us and still stand by us in
our battles, turning to others is foreign to our nature.It is as
alien as fatalism.

In fact, if resignation or counting on others were wart of our per-
sonality, we should not be what we are: a people, a country, a re-
volution with which the whole world must reckon. That the premier
Western power and its local puppets do us the debatable honor of
attacking us clearly proves that Algeria is what it is. If this
bothers others, we cannot help that.

Those who have been plotting for decades to recapture the world,
economically and politically are currently zeroing in on the
country that gave the signal for decolonization in Africa, as Viet-
nam did in Asia and Cuba in America... '

Thanks to the maturity of its peoples, to the clear-headedness of
its leaders, to its political, economic, and social organization,
to its foreign trade monopoly, to the power of its public sector
and to its planning, Algeria has managed thus far to weather,
without too much damage, the recurrent upsets of a world as trou-
bled physically (Echlef) as politically and economically.

Today, though, we are not concerned with an ordinary disturbance,
but with a real cyclone. Given this, those who would be aggres-
sors against us are merely shifting to overt attack after having
besieged us for years.

Why do they attach us?
Because we are not and do not wish to be among those who "make a
virtue of necessity" by agreeing to subjection and/or povertv?




Because out country has reaffirmed its faith in the revolutionary
ideals of October and its devotion to the principles of the Na-
tional Charter? Because they have calculated that now would be °

‘a propitious moment? Because the chosen terrain (the ‘economy) -

was the most "suitable"? Because Algeria hasa truly indepens
dent economy? Perhaps;, too, because on Algerian territory, Islam
flourishes without let or hindrance? No matter. Having tried

all the blandishments and enticements, they have taken the initia-
tive in an attack on what is certainly a tender point, the economy .
So much the better. Algeria is not about to sit with it& arms’ -
folded. It has the means to respond , and some unsuspected po-
tentialities as well. What we must do is to shift our thinking
from goals and targets to mandatory goals, away from the "good
enough" to getting it right, away from easy-going attitudes to
discipline freely accepted and assumed.

What we need are seriousness and brains rather than self-pity or
hurling insults at a great power. What awaits Algerians in 1986
is an active, difficult, real life. The heroes of the November
epic see us now, ready for new sacrifices. Their example sum-
mons us. It is for us to take Algerian measures to preserve our
freedom of choice and, in the last analysis, our independence.

It will very surely be the privilege of the current generation to
shoulder its responsibilities and accept the inevitable sacrifices
they entail. Those sacrifices will affect only the extras, the
imports (which we do not produce ourselves -- or at least not yet).
National solidarity will be heightened to the utmost. Social jus-
tice is too deeply rooted in our customs for any disturbance in
that area to occur.

"From orderly to high official, everybody has got to be part of the
necessary austerity policy. Each of us has got to pro-
duce more than he has until now, to manage better than he has been
doing. General mobilization cannot be relegated to the status of

a campaign slogan. By fighting against waste, and by abiding by
the financial restrictions that must be obeyed, we can not ‘only
make sure that we will have the necessities of life: food, clo-
thing, education; health care, but also pay our debts and push

~on with our investment efforts.

This war that has been declared on us, is, in the cogent words of
one political leader, the equivalent to the impact of ' several
"Chiefs" put together. It spurs us imperatively to work better

and work more; it leaves no place for dilettantism in planning, pro-
duction, management, or control. Individually and collectively,

we are all involved. The party and the »tate will continue to do
their duty. Citizens, men and women alike, must do theirs as well.
Besides, we no longer have any choice. FEither we deal with the
effects of the aggression spawned by the silicon chips in North
American computers, or we simply let go, and risk finding ourselves
adrift on the desert sands.




A little bit of belt-tightening, readier rolling up of sleeves, and
showing moderation and social discipline: these are the strategems
that will confound the strategies of the experts who were so cer-
tain that, aside from o0il, there is no such entity as Algeria.

6182
CS0: 4519/88




JPRS~NEA~86-054
28 April 1986

EGYPT

HAYKAL COMMENTARY DISCUSSES POLICE RIOTS
Cairo AKHBAR AL-YAWM in Arabic 1 Mar 86 pp 1, 4

[Commentary by Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal in “"Frankly Speaking” Column: “The
Authority of Investigation and The Power of Truth. Mubarak, a Depository of
Trust in The Conscience of Every Egyptian"] : '

[Text] The subject, "Political Decision-Making Process in Egypt,” which was
the subject of my last two editorials--with a third and last one yet to come--
may be postponed. When emergencies arise, prioritics are changed and sudden
developments take precedence over routine matters.

Cairo lived through four long nights of darkness that was interrupted only by
the flash of bullets. It was enveloped in silence that was -only broken by

-crackling flames, and was hit by a feeling of apprehension that was only

staved off by keeping its wits about it and by its faith that gave it hope,
confidence, and certainty that this was just another passing crisis taking its
toll and leaving behind it one more expericnce to be added to other
experiences. Nations are made great by their experiences; nations survive
through their ability to endure. ‘ .

Under such circumstances, all nations stand.behind their 1eader3'whobbear the
responsibility and enjoy legitimacy. These leaders become the ultimate
authority, the foremost vanguard and the historic symbol.

Under ordinary'orAnatural circumstances, dialogue with leaders is a right.
Under emergency circumstances, standing behind them is the only duty.

Standing behind the légitimate'leadership in emergency circumstances is not a
rowdy party sounding its hysterical drums or tambourines. Rather it is
participation with all the responsibilities and consequences that it entails.

Participation in emergency circumstances has threc and only three means:
participation through active hands; participation through feelings that react

- with empathy, even to the melting point of consumption; or participation

through thought that can open a door or point out a way.

Participation through active hands is for a certain group of people;
participation through feelings is open to all; . and participation through
thought is for those who dare do it, provided that they do not exceed the




limit or do not let their imaginations run away with them, thus wasting their
time and their listener's time.

If I allow myself to dare something--in an effort to stand behind a legitimate
leadership that holds its country's trust with sincerity and honesty--I would
say that there is a need calling us to look at what happened from a political
perspective without allowing this perspective to influence the legal one,
including the criminal responsibility for the events and their consequences.

To put it more clearly, the legal aspect of what happened is important, but
the political aspect is no less important. Therefore, it is appropriate to
present for discussion the idea of forming a special investigation committee
to look into the political 31de of the Central Security riots.

What I want to say is that criminal 1nvestigation is 1mportant, for it is the
right of the law.: But political investigation is more important, for it is
the ‘right :of society, .and society”iS‘the lawmaker and not'vice versa. x

In other words, the law has the authority to 1nd1ct and punish but soc1ety
has the broader and greater power of ‘the truth.: : : ;

~In the forepoing, I have in mind a number. of observations about thc "riots™
that broke out in a number of Central Security camps, which I will present as
follows: '

1. - Central Security is the largest. civilian security agency.  For such events
to have occurred means that they were triggered by a breakdown in discipline,
a very serious matter. : : : :

2. A breakdown in discipline in this fashion in the blggest security agency
as a result of what was described as "false rumors” is a phenomenon worth’
considering. Rumors are started usually in a small limited circle, but under
the strict discipline of a security agency in particular, they need time to
;circulatc and to interact w1th an. environment ready to believe them. »

Accordlng to what we “have heard the 31tuation came to.a- head unexpectedly.
The explanation for this is not’ very clear unless there are other factors of
which we are not aware.. : P

If the situation did not come to a head unexpectedly, but rather escalated
gradually, what happened at the first point of escalation, at the second p01nt
and the p01nt after that? This is an important question. =

3. Central Security is in charge of internal security. For its soldiers to
leave their barracks, for whatever reason, and go on a rampage, while:their:

_primary task is to stop these very actions, is a matter much larger than a
breakdown in discipline or unexpected. action or escalation of a crisis because
of a rumor. o : e - :

4., It is not easy to accept an explanation' that'places the responsibility on
provocateurs who instigated.and agitated these events. We are talking here -
about-a. security agency trained and armed to confront such provocateurs who




1nf111rutc the broad masses. lhat such an agency succumbed to the same
predicament which it has been trained and armed to counteract is a problem
that goes to the very core and could not have been the result of a few hours
-or minutes!

5. 1t is not ncccqsqry, in my opinlon, to direct susp1c1on at internal or
external provocation unless there is proof. Had these events broken out in a
youth or mass gathering, squlclon would have been well palaced. Mad the
circle becn limited to a handful of people, it would have been possible. But
for the outbreaks to have occurred in the largest security agency where
thousands of defendants were picked up (and hundreds of people were killed or
wounded,) prudence is of primary importance and caution is necessary.

6. No one can 1gnorc the. p0531b111ty that Lgypt has cnamies, some of whom may
feign friendship. Of course discord is the first thing that comes to mind.
This notv1thstand1ng, it is difflcult to imagine that one of these enemies
could penctrate an agency the size of Central Security to undertake such ,
actions. 1t is not casy to "choke on water” in this fashion, as Ibn Khaldun
put it in his penetrating ius:ght'

7. Tt may be observed that these events were actually more than a riot.
Perhaps they were more of an outburst than a riot. Things were happenjng one
after the other: soldiers lecaving the barracks and setting them afire;
attacks on the nearby hotels in an ‘attempt to dcvtroy them; aggression agalnst
public and private placce, making them fair game for pillage; breaking into a
prison and releasing the inmates; and, worst of all, using weapons to return
the firce of obedience with fire of insurrection, al] of which are actions that
excced the bounds of ‘customary riots (dcmonstrqtlons, rock throwing, etc.)

When mattters reach such an explosive point, they are much deeper and much
more scrious than a riot.

8. The mass media, all throughout Lhc last fcw days, appealed to the public
congcience under the motto "in whose interest?” This, I believe, is a
misdirection of reoponQibllty. Central ecurity is an agency of the
government which is solely responsible for its obcdience or insurrection.
While it is true that this agency draws its members from the people
themselves, it is also true that thosc are young men in the charge of the
state for a certain number of years in a specific framework and for a specific
service determined by the govermment which sets their goals, merhods, and
means, includlng the logic of not getting emotlonally involved in their job
with a public they have to confront at a moment of evil or malice.

(In tho interest of falrncss, wo note that the offlcial media was more
enlightened thls lec around )

8. 1f the purpose of the motto, "In whose interest," was to mobilize the
people, insofar as they bad nothing to do with the matter, against whom and
for what purpose can such a mobilization be? And what would happen if the
people were to lose confidence in one of the most important internal security
agencies, kecping in mind that it is still commissioned to do its job? And
whereas the armed forces werc scnt to the capital to maintain law and order,




‘this was a necessity of the situation, but onc that must not be turned into a
daily habit, because the armed forces have other tasks related to the honor of
the entire country. ‘ : :

10. Anticipating possible official resignation, I may add that the essence of
the question goes much farther and deeper than that. Resignation means an
acceptance of direct responsibility, duly Or’voluntarily. Society, however,
has causes that transcend all responsibilities and go beyond any law.

At ‘any réte, the resignations of some officials is an executive way out at‘a
time when ‘there is an urgent need for a political way in, so that we may fully
comprehend what happened. S

These ten points I have enumerated are not easy or simple phenomena. Their
mcaning and significance are more important than their incidents and events.

Here, before the outcome of the'ihVQStigatiOn, we must find the truth, not
through the prosccution alone, but through diplomacy as well, and not through
the law alone, but also through society as a whole.

1 may add here that the system of political investigation committees is one
that is observed in all democracics in cases of emcrgencies that may have a
legal aspect to them, but whose scope reaches farther than the well-contrived
articles of the law. The Unitcd States, for example, follows the system of
special presidential committees which the president forms to look into
extraordinary emergency cases that extend beyond the laws and bylaws.

In the American experience, these special presidential committees are usually
comprised of a small number of public personalities of various expertise who
are usually given what is referred to as "terms of reference” and a deadline
to present their findings to the president. \ B
This framework is different from the parliamentary fact—fiﬁding committees for
in such:coﬁmittees;‘partisan interests may come into play:aﬁé visioﬁs may be
blurred between a majority and a minority, while presidential committees, '
commissioned from the top and directly responsible to the top, have a
national, scientific and objective framework. : ‘ \ '

\
A\

\
I said at the beginning of this editorial that this was a crisis ‘that took its
toll and went on its way. However, crises that do not lcave "a lesson to be
hecded” are like taxes on capital and profit that do not exist. Furthermore,
a society that does not study its crises is destined to go through ﬁﬁem again.

. |

Finally, the person on whose shoulders the people have placed Egypt's past,
present and future responsibilities is in turn a depository of trust in the
conscience of every Egyptian and we must all look to him above all ¢rises, all
differences and all judgments.

Under these circumstances, he is the rule more so than the ruler.
And may God be with him.

12502/12913
CSO: 4504/229
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EGYPT

OPPOSITION COMMENTARY EXAMINES POLICE RIOTS

Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 6 Mar 86 p 16
[Commentary by Mustafa Shardi: "A Final Word"]

[Text] It is clear that we have hurried, or rushed, to use the word "riot" to
describe what happened last week in Egypt. It is also clear that we have
begun to wuse another expression, "the deviant minority," in all of our
commentaries and reports to indicate those who caused or manufactured these
events and enveloped us in the strangest crisis and the most grave situation
that can be faced by a nation and a people. The word "priot" and the
expression "deviant minority" do not at all apply to the bulk of the events.
Insistence on using them is Just like insisting on wearing the long, wide
gown, the clothing of a nursing infant; it simplifies matters in a very
harmful manner. It minimizes something that is a disaster by any measure.
If we would stop this simplifying and minimizing, we would all cooperate and
stand together to extinguish the fire that has broken out in our house.
Careless use of expressions that do not represent the truth exactly carries in
its folds unacceptable national neglect and dereliction. - ‘

I have a great number of descriptions of what happened, but I do not want to
impose them on the people. ' Someone else might be more correct and more
precise. However, these questions will actually be settled after announcement
of the results of the investigations into the events, their causes and
background, which will be carried out by the public prosecutor. These
established facts, which we await impatiently from the office of the public
prosecutor, will speak for themselves, with precision, concerning the true
description.

The attempt to convince the people of Egypt that what happened is common in
this era and happens in many states also falls within the scope of
simplification and minimalization, It is acceptable, indeed, it is demanded,
when confronting fire, to try to contain its spread and 1its psychological
possibilities, and to seéek to fortify the situation against agitation. But
the reality is different than this. The guardians of security and protectors
of the system have not revolted in any country, and if they have, they ' have
directed their insubordination against their commanders. At this point their
problems remain, however complicated and serious, inside the walls of their

10




camps. But when the guardians of security become ferocious beasts and open
fire on peaceful, unarmed citizens, they stir up unprecedented alarm in the
nation's capital and in both the south and the north. They are to blame for a
curfew put on one quarter of the residents of Egypt. I do not ¢think that
anything of this sort has been witnessed by Britain or other countries.

I do not mean by this that I am demanding abolition of the Central Security
Agency all at once. This step would be very rash. The sudden disappearance

of an agency 1like this would guarantee the occurrence of a very dangerous
security vacuum. It is not reasonable for the Egyptian army to leave the
borders of the country, turning its back on the many foreign dangers that
threaten us, to devote its attention to guarding installations and protecting
internal security. Rather, the demand, for the most part, is to shrink this
huge agency gradually, while at the same time strengthening the regular police
force as quickly as possible in accordance with a studied, scientific plan, on
the basis that we treat all negative aspects of our security agencies in one
general way. The foremost of these negative aspects is the reexamination of
the social and experiential circumstances of the policemen of various levels
and ranks. These events have made us wake up to the fact that the simple,
ordinary policeman, with a family and handful of children clinging to his
neck, is a citizen who is burned by the fire of high prices, and strangled by
the pressures of life and the collar of government. His wide belt is not
sufficient to fasten around his belly.

We want the old military police to return to the streets of Egypt, and we want
to see the policeman as he walks down the steps at night, and we want to hear
his ery, "Ha ... who goes there," again. When we heard them in the past we
would fall asleep in peace and tranquility.
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28 April 1984

EGYPT -

NEW INTERIOR MINISTER DISCUSSES CHANGES FOR POLICE DRAFTEES
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 14 Mar 86 p 8

[Article by Hasan Abu-al-'Anin: "The Minister of Interior at the Security
Forces Training Center in Al-Darrasah: Development of the Training Curricula
for Police Draftees"] : o ‘

[Text] Maj Gen Zaki Badr, minister of the interior, has declared that he has
decided to develop the curricula and methods for training police draftees, treat
them properly, provide them with cultural education, eliminate their illiter-

acy and provide them with health care by periodically examining them and discov-. .

ering diseases afflicting them at an early time. The minister referred to the
recent events and said, "We appreciate the position of the tens of thousands
of draftees who refused to reply to people calling for sabotage and strife, in
spite of the insistence on stirring up their feelings."

At the festivities held on the occasion of the termination of the first 4-month
training period for 6,000 draftees in the security forces training center in
al-Darrasah yesterday, the minister stated that the coming stage would witness
a reduction in the number of people drafted into the police, non-indemnification
of people whose service is terminated, the raising of performance competence

and advancement of the level of services.

The minister praised the police draftees' national role throughout the history
of the police, especially in the police battle in al-Isma'iliyah and the tri-
partite aggression against Egypt and their role in support of the armed forces
in the October war. He also praised the draftees' sacrifices in the ferocious
security battles confronting the people violating the law and in providing the
nation and citizens with security.

Maj Gen Zaki Badr said, "The police are a military body founded on discipline
and commitment before all else." '

The minister of the interior said "The painful events which a few aberrant
persons perpetrated lays a shadow of sorrow, pain and feeling of inadequacy
and error on you and the whole police system. We are not belittling the out-
rageous nature of the crime and the grievousness of the acts committed by
numerous police draftees, who deserve just retaliation and deterrent
punishment."
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On this occasion, the minister observed military and sporting displays with
weapons represented by skirmishes and self-defense operations. The minister
also became apprised, on his own, of the special skills the draftees had
acquired in various crafts during their training period, including vehicle

and motorcycle driving, traffic regulation and work in the tourist police where
the recruits' illiteracy was overcome and groups of them were taught the prin-
ciples of the English language in order to establish understanding with
tourists, :

~ Observing the festivities were Maj Gens 'Abd-al-Karim Darwish and Faruq al-
Hayni, the deputy minister, a number of his assistants and police commanders.
Maj Gen Muhammad Fu'ad Shukri, director of the general security forces train-
department, also observed them.

11887 . - .
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EGYPT |

KUWAIT NEWSPAPER DISCUSSES ABSENCE OF HAYKAL COLUMN -
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 8 Mar 86 p 1
{Commentary by Muhammad Jasim al-Saqr in the "A Word" column: '"Priorities"]

[Text] The absence of "Frankly Speaking" from today's and perhaps following
issues of AL-QABAS might stir up initial questions and explanations because of
the feverish events witnessed recently in the Egyptian capital.

Some have found justification for a connection between these events and the
absence of ""Frankly Speaking." Others have inclined to speculation,
including some which obscures the situation, and some have classified it as a
dramatic scenario that did not happen.

The path to a hasty deduction is blocked by the need for an objective
explanation that puts the matter in its simple factual framework.

When Prof Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal decided to return to writing "Frankly
Speaking," he explained that he did not want to write on a daily or weekly
basis, as most of his readers had become accustomed to his doing. It was his
idea to take up the return of "Frankly Speaking" in a new form. A topic is
chosen, he discusses it in one article or a series of articles and then
interrupts his writing, only to return with a new topic.

Professor Haykal inaugurated the return of "Fhankly Speaking" in just this
manner, writing on the topic of "Who makes political decisions in Egypt?" He
broke it into three parts, and actually published the first and second parts.

It had been decided to publish the third and final part this past Sunday.
However, due to the unexpected emergency that convulsed the Egyptian capital
recently, Professor Haykal requested postponement of publication of the third
part, and wrote an article titled "The Strength of Accomplishment and the
Power of Truth." He opened it by saying, "The subject of political decision
making in Egypt is a subject which I have treated in two previous articles.
There 1is yet a third and final one which may be postponed. When emergencies
occur, priorities change, and the emergencies assume precedence over that
which continues." : ’
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In his last article, Professor Haykal suggested‘the formation of a pdlicy
committee composed of diverse public figures to study what happened and to
present the facts to the people. _

Aeeordingly, he is postponing publication of the third part of the topie “who
makes decisions in Egypt" to a later date.

12780
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EGYPT

ISRAELI PROPAGANDA NOTED AT TRADE FAIR
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 11 Mar 86 p 1
[Article: "Israel Promotes Zionist Ideas at Cairo Fair"]

[Text] 1Israel has tried to distribute many of its publications promoting
Zionist ideas after officially opening its pavilion among those of the other
nations participating in the Cairo international trade fair that is currently
under way. ' o ;

A number of documents and other publications were issued, including "Ancient
and Modern Israel," which called on the Egyptian people. to increase
cooperation with Israel to realize progress and development because they, like
the Israeli people, possess a culture that is 4,000 years old. In  another
book the Egyptians were apprised of the news of the discovery by an - Israeli
company of new ways to detect pregnancy, of "family planning," and of helping
women who desire to have an abortion. In another area, the Israel pavilion
displayed some agricultural products, such as strawberries, peppers,
tomatoes, - bananas, eggs, lettuce, and celery. Some electrical and electronic
products were also displayed, which were comparable to those in the Egyptian
pavilion and which were cheaper than the Israeli products. In the days since
the international exhibition opened its doors to businessmen and company
representatives, a lack of interest on the part of Egyptians in the Israeli
displays has been noticed. L S ‘

It should be mentioned that all of the nations [as published], with the
exception of the Sudan, declined to participate in this - year's .exhibition.
Further, all of the Islamic nations were absent, with the exception of Turkey,
which has established diplomatic ties with Israel. » : ’ ;
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TV COVERAGE OF ASSEMBLY DEBATES DISCUSSEDYY
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 12 Mar 86 p 14
[Commentary by Mustafa Amin' " Thought"]

[Text] Public opinion was amazed when 1t saw the vehement debate in the
People's Assembly between 'Alawi Hafiz, the Wafd deputy, and Dr Rif'at - al-
Mahjub, the chairman of the People's Assembly, on television. This was the
first time that Egyptian television has carried faithfully what happened in
parliament. .. .In the past, the instructions were to carry falsified or
contrived pictures of the sessions, the applause, but not. the criticism,
omitting the .core from opposition speeches, and broadcasting the speeches that
had no - meaning. - Not Jjust television did this, but also some  of the
newspapers,- which 1ntentionally abridged the speeches of the . opposition
deputies, leaving out the speeches of any deputies partisan to any . criticism
or opposition to the government. . . .

But what television dld this past Sunday is a big step in the dlreotion of
democracy. It * is .a big change in the methods of information. We hope it
continues :to show the people the truth, without falsification and deception,
and that television changes from an apparatus of :applause, acclamation, ~and
shouts . ‘of - support into an independent apparatus that gives the nation a
picture of democratic life. : ’ : SRR

The National Party will increase and its: strength grow when it does 'not
monopolize for itself television, radio, and the major newspapers, and when we -
see the leaders of the opposition parties speaking on television and the radio
just as the ministers do. People are bored by a monologue when. one  person
speaks for a long time, but like dialogue when conversation circulates among
more than one person. We hope that the series that we had done for years -in
which we invite government representatives to meet with': opposition
representatives on television will be renewed. That day the people were as
interested in this dialogue as they were in the soccer game between al-Ahli
and al-Zamalik. But, unfortunately, the opposition triumphed over the
government, and it was decided to cancel the dialogue and to remove the
minister of information, who had the idea for the dialogue, from his post as
punishment for this terrible crime!
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In my opinion, the Egyptian opposition has passed the test by the position it
took during the events. I do not agree with those who suggest that we reward
the opposition by taking it into the ministry or by forming a national
cabinet. This is not reward, it is punishment. The post of minister in this
difficult time is hard labor and a back-breaking responsibility. It is in the
mﬁmﬂiMu%tmupwtthpWMeminme@mmmMaMthmtm
opposition, being watchful, ceriticizing, addressing, and being supportive in
national crises. A national cabinet is formed when we face a war, and when
the war ends the task of the national cabinet ends. We welcome meetings of
the president of the country with opposition leaders, and we hope that one of
the first jobs of any new prime minister will be to begin his term by visiting
the leaders of the opposition in their homes, and by that we can escape the
rupture that took place before and after the revolution between the leaders of
the opposition and the government.

Politics is a game of tennis, not a game of cards.

12780
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NOTED WRVITE'R SEEKS TO EXPLAIN SOURCE OF ARAB CONFLICT
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 13 Mar 86 p 7

[Article by Ihsan 'Abd-al-Qaddus: '"At a Cafe on the Political Street: The
Basic Problem in the Arab World'/

/_Eexgj As if he was conversing with himself, the young man said:

"The events that have taken place in the Arab world drive me to the ultimate
in despair and this despair pushes me to try to strip myself of my Arabhood
and the ideology of Arabhood. A violent scream that I am not Arab, but only
Egyptian, arises within me. This scream soon weakens and is suffocated, and
I £ind myself drawn toward my Arabhood, or I pass through stages where 1
cannot define my personality in a decisive way. Am I an Egyptian or an Arab?
Finally, the learned professor and scholar whose knowledge can encompass the
highest horizons, Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali, told me that I am an Egyptian
who has been Arabized by Islam: that is, Islam does not negate my Egyptian
nationality, but extends to the pillar of the Islamic world, which is the
Arab foundation, through it. Since I am a Mozlem Egyptian, I am an Arab
Egyptian. That is the state of affairs which brings all the Arab peoples
together--Egyptian Arabs, Algerian Arabs, Syrian Arabs, Saudi Arabs and so
on and so forth--because the Arab state of affairs was realized only after
Islam. I relaxed after I heard this from Bhaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali, and
then felt with equanimity that I was an Egyptian who had been Arabized by
Islam"

The old man inhaled deeply on the smoke of his water pipe as if he was drawing
in his thoughts, then said:

"There is no doubt that Shaykh al-Ghazali's expression '"each of us is an
Egyptian who has been arabized by Is lan" is an expression which concerns the
existing, ongoing state of affairs, it is an expression which can accomodate
all citizens who are Christians or Jews, that is, those who are not Moslems
but nonetheless are Arabs who acknowledge their Arabhood and whose Arabhood
we acknowledge. That is, you can be an Arab without being a Mos lem. You
were not Arabized because you became a Moslem, but were Arabized by the state
of affairs Islam imposed. That is a situation which does not consummate the
pover of the Mo#lems alone but also consummates the power of the personality
of all citizens of different religions."
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The young person, lost in his befuddlement, said:

"Maybe all the waste and fragmentation the Arab world is suffering from has
‘come about because the world contains these non-Islamic factions. If there
had been a world belonging to Islam alone, its unity would have been realized
and it would have experienced tranquility and stability." - Co

The old man'g voice rose in‘asseftion:

"Not at all, All the codntries’of the world draw people together from vari-
ous religions and religious sects and in spite of'th&t'mostvof them“are'-b7
countries which experience tranquility and stability." o COR

Interrupting, the young man said: -

"The basic problem in the Arab world, the problem of Palestine, is based on
a struggle between Islam and Judaism," ' - ' A

The old man shouted:

"No: It is a problem whose motive forces are not belief in a religion.
Instead it is founded on the attempt of a group of Jews to exploit religion.
They are a group from outside Palestine who were driven by their greedy )
ambitions to establish a country which they would settle in the name of the
Jews so that they would be able to impose greater force on the world, From
the beginning, in choosing the site for this country, they continuously said
that they had settled on the choice of Palestine, that is, that their motives
were based not on-a specific national right to territory they consider theirs
but on the mere establishment of a country which would realize their colon-
ialist goals, They are like the group of white Europeans who colonized the
land of blacks in South Africa by means of settlement and established a
country in which they are still fighting even' though they do nof represent a
religion or a national right, but merely the right of settler colonialism.
That is the same right on which the state of Israel is based., Therefore the
Moslems are not the only ones who are fighting the Jews in Palestine; indeed,
Christians are fighting with them. The Jews are not the only onés who are
fighting the Moslems; indeed, factions have joined them which belong to
Islam, such as that of the faction, as well as the groups of Christians.

That is, the situation in Palestine is founded not on religious claims but on
motives of exploitation of settler colonialism." - ' R

The young person, as if he was refusing to be won over, stated:

"Perhaps the unending fighting in Lebanon would make you more convinced that
what the Arab world is suffering from is the proliferation of religioms,
despite the establishment of Islam, that is, that Islam is not alone so that
the Moslems could become stable and tranquil. Rather, all the newspapers
and radio stations monitoring the events in Lebanon continue to attribute -
every event to the faction that carried it out, indeed are content to
attribute it to Islam or Christianity."
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The old man said, rapidly and heatedly:

"Not even the fighting in Lebanon is provoked by every religion's right to
defend itself and its appeal, or even the right of factional defense. Rather,
it is based on the motive of bringing a people's government into being which
is based on recognizing the status of the majority of the people relative to
the minority of the people. The current system imposes rule by the minority--
that is, it is a system founded on fraudulent democracy. Wars take place in
the effort to realize true democracy, as if they are merely wars which break
out among political parties which are not connected to a religion, and each
party tries to get to power. The proof is that the Moslems are divided and
are fighting among themselves in Lebanon. The Christians are fragmented and
fighting among themselves. Mere parties are fighting with weapons. Even the
ma jority of the Lebanese people, Moslems and Christians, have fled the nation
altogether and have left it to the professional politicians, who gather popu-
lations of professional killers aroung themselves. The only goal is to get

to power, not to consummate a religious appeal but to realize party ambitions.”

fhe young mﬁn fell siient, lost in his bewilderment.

The old man inhaled from the mouthpiece of the water pipe then said, out of
compassion for the young man,

“In order to find peace from your bewilderment and the confusion of your
appraisals of the motives for what is going on in the Arab world, you must
first of all recognize that no event takes place because a number of sects
exists among Moslems and non-Mo3lems; rather, the most violent of these
events occur among Islamic countries. Islam has the utmost power and stabil-
ity in every one of these countries. In spite of that, wars take place
among them." '

As if he had arisen from his bewilderment, the young man said:

"That is true, but what are the motive causes of these events which are taking
place among countries which are all Islamic? Islam is not threatened in them
to the point where they should be prompted to fight one another in defence

of Islam,"” .

The old man shifted in his seat as he made & modest smile, as if he was a
professor involved in giving a lecture. He said:

"You might be surprised at the view I will present to you, because that is
not a view which circulates among most of the patrons of the political cafe.
It is a view which considers that the basic problem among Arab countries, the
one on which the other problems and all events are based, is that of the
borders drawn up geographically among all Arab countries. It is a problem
which no country is able to speak about openly and frankly, out of concern
over present circumstances which are imposed on their existence; Fhey are
satisfied with relations of diplomatic hypocrisy and fraudulent displays
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to the point where the problem becomes intensified in one way or another,
making frank talk necessary, and a dispute which could lead to fighting is
declared. The situation that exists between Syria and Lebanon is one that
arises from the problem of the borders separating them. Just as there is
pride that the state of Lebanon has been established, there is pride in the
hope of realizing the establishment of a greater 8yria which will bring
Syria and Lebanon together in a single country in which there are no borders.
It is an old problem which began when the Syrian state and the Lebanese state
were established, and all rulers faced it, including Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir,
when he ruled Syria in 1958 and was compelled to enter into negotiations with
the ruler of Lebanon, Fu'ad Shihab-al-Din. The two men could solve the
problem, or defer it, without Syrian forces entering into Lebanon's territory.
The rulers who came after them were unable to do this. Syria went into .
- Lebanon--~indeed, the Syrian situation today in northern Lebanon around the
city of Tripoli is considered attainment of the preliminaries in establishing
~ the state of greater Syria. President al-Qadhdhafi previously stated that
the only solution to the problem of Lebanon is for it to be amnexed to Syria
as part of a single country. That is a frankness for which only President
al-Qadhdhafi has enough boldness--the frankness of recognizing reality. And
more than that: if Zionism had not colonized Palestine, there would be a
problem between Palestine and Syria, because Greater Syria includes Palestine;
in addition, there is the problem of the borders with Jordan. Then the prob-
lem bgtween Syria and Iraq is basically no more than a problem of borders.
When the greater Arab revolution was held, to bring ahout the state of the
fertile crescent, at that time the King of Iraq reached Damascus; Iraq con-
siders that the state of Kuwait was established within its own borders, to
the point where the Iraqi ruler, 'Abd-al-Karim Oasim, threatened one day to
annex it by force.  The war going on between Iraq and Iran is in reality only
a war over borders between two countries, except that Iran is a non-Arab -
country, although it is an Islamic country. Then, if we move over to the
Arabs' African side, we will find that that also is based on a fundamental
problem~~it -1’ theaproblem of borders among Arab countries. Morocco's prob-
- lem with Algeria is a problem of borders. The problem between: Algeria and
Libya is one of borders. Libya's problem with Egypt is one of borders. The
problem of bprders between Egypt and Libya arose a long time ago in the past,
over Jaghbub, and ended when British colonialism, which ruled Egypt, relin-
quished the oasis to Italian colonialism, which ruled Libya. At that time a
rebellion broke out in Egypt against this relinquishment, on grounds that
Jaghbub was an Egyptian oasis. Then the disputes between Egypt and Libya
expanded further, to the point where President al-Qadhdhafi started to demand
the incorporation of the whole Egyptian Western Desert within the borders of
Libya. Moreover, perhaps you do not know that there is a border problem be-
tween Egypt and the Sudan to this day, part of which is the border incorpor-
ating the Halaib area in Egypt. Have you heard about this problem? It was
one of the subjects Sudanese politicalpparties raised in their meeting with
the ruling National Party in Egypt a.few days ago. And so on and so forth.

I can count many border problems that all Arab countries have with one
another. Although they are considered the main problems on which all rela-
tions among countries are established, we are (not) facing them frankly and
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claiming to ignore them, satisfying ourselves with fraudulent, crooked
diplomacy, although it is a problem which exists deep within ourselves and
dominates the definition of our positions and movements. ,

As if he was astonished by what he was hearing, the young person said

"But how was it the lines of these geographical borders were set out, consid-
ering the problems they might stir up among Arab countries?" :

The old man, going on in the tone of the professor, said. S

"'l'hese were lines which were not based ‘on the definition of a natural state
of -affairs all Arab peoples would unanimously acknowledge. Rather, they were
:1ines drawn up by British colonialism and French colonialism before the Arab
: ¢countries existed. "They were not set out on the basis of the actual state
of the geography or population because colonialism was not concerned with any
given state or borders, It dominated the whole area, without borders, but
drew up ‘these borders as administrative areas which it needed. Even upon

. acknowledging the presence of a number of Arab peoples so that they could be
divided by the presence of a number of borders, it was not concerned with

. all the details by which the geographic situation and the composition of the
- population’of every country would be fully met, or perhaps it deliberately
left borders behind which would provoke disputes and wars among Arab
countries; 'so that it would derive its strength from their weakness and frag-
mentation, as was the case when colonialism defined the borders between: India
and Pakistan and left an open, severe dispute between the two countries,

" especially over the region of Kashmir, which both countries claim lies within
-their borders. The dispute reached the point where armed conflict has been
ohgmhng betweeh them ",

The astonished young man said- ‘
"Byt why did the Arab countries start to accept these borders and recognize
them?" a - , , v

'l'he old nnn said, in a tone of assertion. B

"They did not accept them ‘at the beginning, but gave in to them under pres-
sure of their need to get rid of British and French colonialism. There was
unity among the people in all the Arab countries in resisting colonialism,

a unity so strong that Arab thinkers imagined that it would be ‘possible to

- vredraw geographic borders through agreement among ‘Arab countries after

“colonialism had left, However, they have not reached agreenient to this day,
because the unity which existed collapsed and fell apart " _

The old man’ drew moyve’ deeply from the mouth of the pipe, then went on to
8Peak ‘as he exhaled smoke' R

"Colonialism left traces in forming the opinions and tendencies of Arab think-
ing. For example, colonialism was able to bring the Arab countries and
peoples it led together only through unity of administration, unity of forms
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of government and unity of laws, That situation was perhaps what had previ-
ously led to the unity which came into being in the time of Salah-al-Din al-
‘Ayyubi, the time of Muhammad 'Alf, indeed the time of the Caliphate of Islam
and the time of the Fatimids, that is, a unity of government and unity of
administration. Therefore, Arab thinking, after the evacuation of colonialism,
shrank from realizing Arab unity through the unity of government, and this
thinking has continued to dominate the Arab state of affairs, to the point
where Syrian thinking has imagined that it was possible to establish the
actual state of Greater Syria by realizing unity of Arab government, even if
it was not Syria which took charge of the government. Therefore, earlier, it
proposed to King 'Abd-al-'Aziz Ibn Sa'ud, the king of Saudi Arabia, that unity
be achieved by having him take charge of governing Syria, or sending his son,
Prince Faysal, to assume chawge of governing in his name. King 'Abd-al-'Aziz
refused and Syria turned around and realized this goal by persuading Jamal
'Abd-al-Nasir. However, this united government was a failure. In spite of
that, this mentality continued to harbor this image of unity and gave it the
name “merger union" without acknowledging that the Arab peoples had naturally
evolved to the point where each people was independent and had a personality
existing in its own right in spite of the unity of religion and the unity of
language, so that it was not possible to bring them together under a single
government and a single administration. God be praised, the call for merger
union has started to weaken and a unity has appeared which is founded not on
unity of government and unity of administration but on the complete alliance
among Arab countries. This is the unity which has taken place among the
countries of the Arab Gulf, even if these are just tribal states, This unity
has managed to solve the problem of borders which remains the basic motive
force of all disputes among the other Arab countries and the basic motive
force of the foreign world's dominance of the Arab world."

In irritated despair, the young person said,

"There is no solution to the problem of borders. More than one organization
has been established which brings Arab countries together, such as the organ-
ization of the Arab League; in spite of that no organization has addressed
itself to the problem of borders. Perhaps for that reason they are all con-
sidered organizations which have failed and meet out of diplomatic hypocrisy,
deceit and political maneuvers without openly stating the actual state of
each country's national hopes."

" The old man said, calmly,

"The basis for a solution is to have the Arab countries meet to draw up 8 new
geographical map of the Arab world which will transcend the problems of
borders and realize the fact of acknowledging them. The Arab organizations
will then be able to confront Israel--a remote hope." ‘

The old man tossed the mouthpiece of the waterpipe out of his hand and stood
up, withdrawing from the cafe and apologizing to the young man for his
- extravagance and noisiness in prattling on and talking at length,
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'EGYPT

“OIL MiNISTER DESCRIBES STATUS OF PRICE DROP\CONFLICT
Cé{roﬂAL—AHRAM”in Arébic 18 Marj86,ﬁ 9

[Interview with Oil Minister 'Abd-al-Hadi Qandil by 'Adil Ibrahim:  "The Oil
Minister, in-a Special Interview with AL-AHRAM: Our Goal Is To Coordinate with
Producing Countries Sharing Common Interests"]

[Text] Yesterday the petroleum minister left Cairo for Geneva to participate
in meetings of the expanded conference of the oil-producing and exporting coun-
tries in order to discuss coordination to cope with the current conditions in
the world oil market, which have witnessed an unprecedentedly severe collapse
in prices.

While Egypt's interests call for participation with all oil-producing countries
in restoring stability to the oil market and learning about all viewpoints .in
order to cope with the confusion the international oil trade is witnessing, some
people raise a number of questions which we brought up in a conversation with
Mr 'Abd-al-Hadi Qandil, minister of petroleum and mineral resources, before his
trip to Geneva yesterday. o ‘ ‘ '

To begin with, what are the reasons behind Egypt's acceptance of the official
invitation to attend this conference, after Egypt had refused to continue with
the OPEC meetings last year, while Egypt has also refused to attend the current
OPEC meetings which started last Sunday as an observer? .

The minister: Current conditions prompt are to learn the views of countries in
the OPEC organization and other oil-producing countries outside of it regarding
what is happening in the oil market at the present time, especially since the
behavior of some OPEC countries has caused this situation which OPEC has warnad
against and expected for a year to occur. These countries are seeking the con-
tinuation of the situation for unknown, undeclared purposes. - Therefore, I con-
sidered it suitable to accept the official invitation sent me since it was not
to attend the OPEC conference itself, which I had previous refused to keep
attending as an observer, because what. is going on. inside this conference is con-
sidered the special business of OPEC members alone. Perhaps the OPEC countries
can find solutions to the internal rifts and disputes in their ranks.

[Question] What subjects will the expanded oil-producing and exporting country
conference, which consists of 18 oil-producing countries, discuss? . =~ =
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The minister: I agreed to attend this conference because -it should be considered
a sort of coordination among oil-producing countries with common interests out-
side the OPEC organization which are trying to raise oil prices so that these
countries' revenues can now increase and they will be able to stimulate exploration
and oil-drilling operations in the future. Among the important subjects which
the conference will discuss are the means by which it will be possible to restore
stability to the oil market since the trade cnanot take place without stability,
and this is what is now leading to confusion in oil sales throughout the world.
The group of middlemen who live off every crisis and the group of forecasters
who predict illusory prices‘for illusory, nonexistent oil cargoes has appeared.
Such forecasting is punishable by law. In some countries speculation in the oil
market has even appeared. This is concentrated on middlemen-forecasters who
claim that crude oil sales in the month of April, for example, will be such-and-
such., It is this speculation that is causing oil prices to collapse every day.

[Question] Do you have specific recommendations bearing on new ways and means
for cooperation with oil-producing countries inside or outs1de OPEC to discuss
at this conference?

The Minister: I believe that specific points will be raised for discussion depend-
ing on'the extent of the current OPEC conference's success or failure in arriving

at a new policy for cooperating to restore stability to the world oil market.

Egypt will listen to these points, and we will study and discuss=them if they express
positive OPEC recommendations on cooperation with the producing countries outside
it.. This is connected to the degree to which these recommendations are related

to our oil policy.

[Question] Will discussions or consultations be held with a number of 011 ministers
in the countries participating in thlS conference?

The 0il Minister: I already met Arturo Hernandez Grisanti, the oil minister of
Venezuela and chairman of the OPEC organization, and Francisco Labesteda, the

oil minister of Mexico, in their visit to Cairo last month. We discussed coordi-
nating efforts to preserve market stability and agreed that consultations and
contacts between us to find a way out of the crisis should continue. I also met

2 weeks ago with an Algerian oil delegation, and we discussed some particular
views, but these did not address themselves to the problem as a whole. During

the conference meetings I will meet with Mr Ahmad al-Shanfari, the.oil minister

of Oman, and the majority of ministers of OPEC countries, especially the ministers
~of the Gulf countrles, with whom I am linked by friendship and good friendly re-
lations. »

AL-AHRAM: Some people say that the current poor conditions the world o0il market
is going through are a result of the wrongful system some OPEC countries have
followed, especially after the resolutions of the latest OPEC meeting last Decem--
ber, whlch had the goal of entering into a test of strength with oil-producing
countries outside OPEC, especially Britain and Norway, to compel them to reduce
oil production. However, Britain and Norway have declared their refusal to
cooperate with OPEC and attend the enlarged meetings which will begin tomorrow.
What are the real reasons for Britain and Norway's refusal?
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The 0il Minister: Attendance at this conference is optional in the case of every
country. It is related to the current circumstances the oil market is going
through. Britain and Norway each has a point of view regarding cooperation with
OPEC and I believe that Britain and Norway refuse to cooperate just for the sake
of refusing. JIndeed, both countries leave the oil companies operating in the
North Sea free to determine their production levels, and for reasons related to
the political system do not want to "join" an oil price-fixing "cartel."

I believe that the approach some OPEC countries use is a vindictive one and shows
extreme nervousness over personal positions. None of this can support the violent
attack which has caused control to slip out of hand. I do not know what the wis-
dom in this is. Is it just to flex muscles, or boast of strength, or is the .
intention to destroy the economies of the oil-producing countries, with the excep-
tion of one or two that have money? Is the goal to make Egypt and other oil-
producing countries yield, or make tlem fall to their knees? Over a period of
thousands of years, all the countries of the world have failed to make Egypt fall
to its knees, no matter what ordeals it was subjected to. Much greater countries
have tried and failed, because the Egyptian people are forbearing and internally
strong. Let us not forget that the civilization of thousands of years behind
Egypt inspires it to take positions that are much firmer than what some careless
people imagine. It is not by money that nations are built but by men, who build
their countries, while other countries know that it is wholly the Egyptians who
are building it.

11887
CSO:  4504/240
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28 April 1986

EGYPT

EDITORTALIST CALLS FOR SERIOUS REFORM PROGRAM
Cgiro AL-AHRAM in Arabic 19 Mar 86 p 7
[Article by Yahya.al—Jamalz "The President‘é;Speech and Some Media?IssuesﬁJ

[Text] I am one of the many Egyptians who believe that Husni Mubarak is an
honest man, that when he talks about democracy he means what he says, and that
when he considered that "true democracy" is the prime foundation which makes it v
possible for every citizen to participate in the responsibilities of government
and the issuance of decisions, in.accordance with the provisions of the constitu-
tion, he put his hand on an essential, basic fact, which is that he wants to get
Egypt to safe, secure ground and that before and after all that he is not a
person who is attracted by the pomp of rule and ‘the glory of power. [

I am one of the many Egyptians who -believe that honesty alorie and sincere desire-
alone, in spite of their extreme -importance, must occur in ¢onjunction with many’
things so that the goals the president seeks, which everyone seeks:along:with him
who::is sincere about this country and wants to spare it the catastrophes and ‘
manifestations of poverty that occurred at the end of last months (the likes of
which, and more, could happen if we do not pull out the roots and causes of the
problems) may be realized. Many things are necessary.

A political "compass," by which we can learn where to set out. from and where to
head, is necessary. The lack of a Mcompass" leads the vessel to foiinder among the
courses of the waves; it advances one step, takes.a 'step back, and time and again’
vacillates in its own place. : Co e A

After the "compass," what are needed are "seamen" who are up to the problems.

I do not imagine that Egypt has been denied to.such a frightful extent.

A political party:iéjﬁecessary which will‘beér:péwer, will not be bornme by power”
and will clearly and truthfully know where it stands, whom to defend and in con-"
frontation with whom this defense will be.

Opposition parties which will know how to offer solutions as much as they offer
criticisms are necessary. o

It will be necessary to review the law on parties so ‘that the status of the par- °
ties will conform to the status of the political forces in the society in actual
conditions. ' ‘
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It will be hecéssary to review the election laws so thdt :some of our assemblies
will not be monopolized, and so that these assemblies will be truly expressive
of the will of the people. ‘ ' '

This will all be necessary. However, none of this is my point in the discussion
today. What I am aiming at in the discussion today is much less modest than
all of this.

President Husni Mubarak, in the speech he gave before the People's and Consultative
Assemblies in the wake of the events, of the rebellion among some central security
personnel, raised what by all standards we can consider a program of national
salvation which some people might see fit to add to, but over whose importance -
and necessity no one disagrees. The president raised many issues and problems

in this speech and told the government that it was necessary to face up to them,

My belief is that the media have a major mission and a massive role in this regard.-
My evaluation is that the nationwide press on the one hand and the party press

on the other should play their part in this context in a manner which might not °
require new recommendations. S S . o

- What I am actually talking about are the radio and television media owned by all
the people, as represented by the government. During the recent crisis, these
media acted in a manner which inspires confidence and hope, and therefore. I can .
now direct -some ideas on the pages of AL-AHRAM to our brother Safwat al-Sharif,
my friend Husayn 'Inan, and everyone working with them in these serious, sensitive
and effective media concerning the manner in which the media in a democratic so-
ciety, or one which is striving toward democracy, should participate in carrying

out the specific assignments the president has presented.

While these tasks are directed to the.government, I do not imagine that the o
government alone, or any government in the whole world, can carry such tasks out
unless the hands of all the people are joined with it. ‘ '

. How can the media truly participate- in this regard?

My recommendation is specific and simple and it is easy to carry it out, if a
real desire exists to help the government, learn ‘the people's views and move .
things from the context of words and "talk" to the contéxt of action and execu-
tion. o : T o :
Let us start first of all by defining the basic matters the speech raised. As
is clear, the basic matters the speech raised revolve about four points of con-
centration or political axes and seven specific assignments for confronting the

problems themselves., . .. . -
The four points of concentration or political axes are:
A. Real democracy. .

B. Being frénk“with the people about the facts.
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C. Integrity of government and the fight against-corrﬁptidn,k‘
D. Scientific confrontation of the economic problem.

The specific problems which he requested the prime minister to address without*:
delay are: : L . S Chal T T
A. Strengthening the public sector and liberating it from its restrictions.
B. Eliminating the obstacles thatfstandfinsthe‘Way”of”tﬁe,privaté

fseétor(so@thét
it set off toward development, .« B T T

. Guiding 'spending.:

. Administrative reform.. - .. - o A B R R

C
D
E. Self-sufficiency in food. . e e e
F. ‘Being frank with the*people»abopt»thewfact33 :

) oy . o o s

. Stimulating tourist activity.

My recommendation, specifically, is the following: to hold two or three symposia
on each of these subjects, after preparing a small working paper which will be -
presented to the people taking part. For this recommendation to be' valuable and
for these symposia to produce results from which benefit can be drawn, it will be
Decessary to observe the following points: - ‘ : -

A. Treatment and discussion must begin in freedom from all restrictions.

B. We must totally avoid "propaganda notions," the resonant words, encomia and
drumming and trumpeting which they dictate, which ail people, even those who .
take part in it, criticize as’ jesting and hypocrisy. : ’

C. We must adopt a notion which proceeds from the premise that no one has control
over the truth, that the truth comes from dialogue and the concutrrence and prolif-
eration of views, and that what the president has presented are outlines for sub-
jects which must be discussed from ‘all angles and ‘are open to-agreement and dispute.

D. Representatives of all political orientations and parties must take part in each
symposium, in order that everyone can present the conception of the problem as he
sees it and the solutions to it. This is the essence of the recommendation and

its most important point. Unless-all orientations take part, their views are pre-
sented with full objectivity, and an opportunity is provided for them to offer the
specific solutions as they see them, and not just talk or hopes -~ without such
participation, the recommendation will lose its effect and importance.

If these preliminary points are realized and convefsatibn'takes place in an ob-
jective, calm, manner, with proper guidance and within the hearing and sight of the
people, I consider that two basic positive results will result from it:
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- First, we will pfesent all vieﬁs, recommendations, solutions and alternatives
to the people on the one hand and to those who will make the decisions on the
other. ' C S A -

Second, we will not be leaving scope for auctioneering, trafficking and manipula-
tion of the masses' emotions, and we will give everyone who has an opinion his
right to present his opinion, defend it and discuss the views of others.

Above and béyoﬁd this is the'affirmation'oﬁ.the democratic option, the uplifting
of the value of dialogue and the training of public opinion-to hear different =
viewpoints and make a choice among them which this entails., - ' S

There is no doubt that the agencies of the government and' the agencies that gauge
public opinion will closely observe these symposia and will be able to learn
their effect on public opinion, its orientations, what it accepts and rejects, and
" what requires further study and explanation. We are all-in the same boat and we
must all contribute what we consider right and what we are able to contribute.

Our problems are great and numerous, but there is a solution to.every‘problem if
we can face it scientifically. The goal of the approach depends on God.

11887 .
CSO: 4504/240
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28 APrll 1986

" WESTERN SAHARA

REPORT ON DETERMINED POLISARIO RESISTANCE AGAINST MOROCCAN TROOPS
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 31 Mar 86 pp 154-167
[Article by Peter Schille: "The Entire Fatherland or Death"]

[Text] "The war ? Which war ?" The officers of the general staff are
making fun of the war. "The war in the desert ? Passé!"™ one colonel with
a gleaming glass eye sneers. The commanders, eager to go into actlon, ‘
spend their time recalling triumphs and forgetting. '

Outside, under the plane trees of the headquarters compound at Agadir,
a squad of conscripts is going through the motions of standlng at atten—
tion. The general looks down at them from h1s w1ndow

"Ever since we finished construction of the wall, we have been safe,"
General Abd-el-Aziz says gently. "The war has dozed off." There is a
peal of laughter. The recruits shuffle off through the shadows.

No one can deny, the merry men of the general staff maintain "that the
West Sahara is in our hands."

And what about the Polisario ?

"We have locked them out!" The headquarters of Morocco's southern army
fairly throbs with the certainty of v1ctory. "C'est la paix totale au
Sahara," Lt Col Ben Achir Janah, Tan-Tan's commanding officer, says in’
a voice hard as steel There 1is total peace.

Fearlessly, King Hassan II has ordered his soldiers to observe a cease-
fire. His domain, enlarged by 266,000 square kilometers of desert, is
quiet. ‘ . -

"Up there: the wall!"™ Abdullah Nagam has hit the ground on the edge of -a
greyish-brown hill and is looking north into the dreary distance. It is
a rocky landscape, rocks all around and dismal hills, strung out like
gravesites. Down in the valley, there are two Polisario Land Rovers,
covered with camouflage netting. .
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The wall itself is no more than a glimmer atop a chain of black mesas, a
mirage in the shimmering air. It is unreal and yet mortally dangerous in
its reality. There is a radar antenna mounted on a steel mast staring
directly at us.

Mindful of the Moroccan radar, Abdullah crawls up the hill like an insect.
Keeping his head down, he peers over the edge. The wall is just two kilo-
meters away; the enemy strongpoint. He points to a brown hill next to it
where he says there is a ''heavy machine.gun gmplacement." In front .of the .
dugout whose windows reflect the sunlight there is "a 155-mm gun emplace-
ment," Abdullah tells me in a respectful whisper. .

Abdullah and his men cling to the rocks as though they wanted to turn to
stone themselves. Fearfully, they hold their breath; a flight of pigeons
goes by, their,wings flapping. Sometimes it takes only one bird to alert
"the radar." . .. — . '

At 10.55 am, Abdullah attacks the 48th battalion of the Moroccan army with
three mortars. Seven times the Polisario fire at the strongpoint of Ben

Amyara. Soon. enough the.wall can be made out more distinctly in the smoke

of the exploded grenades. It is a wall.made of sand and stone. . =

"ook at them run," Abdullah says. He is not whispering any more but he
is still hugging the rocks. Behind the wall there are flames and clouds
of smoke. Soldiers in-olive-green uniforms dash into the dugout. The radar .
tower just keeps on staring as though it had gone blind. .. .. ’

11.05 am: it is time to leave; the war is over for today. Abdullah Nagam's
men deposit their 81-mm mortars ("captured equipment,” says Umar) onto
their Land Rovers and disappear into the desert.

It is not until one hour later that the royal gunners respond to the attack.
Their projectiles go roaring through, the flickering air; the desert screams
‘and smokes. "They are always firing into the blue," Abdullah comments dis-
" dainfully, - . . .- ' ) L ‘ S

While the barrage continues, the Polisario sduad prépafes'é meal aﬁdhg the
acacias. and bramble bushes of a dry river bed, no more than 400 kilometers
south of Agadir--equidistant from the Algerian and the Mauritanian border

"on the liberated soil of our state." For that state the Polisario have now .
been fighting for 10 years.

Their state' ? At present; ‘it is*'just the dream of “a Democratic Arab‘Republic =
Sahara (DARS) which has captured their imagination and which exists only
in their minds. Every' inch of ithOrresbonds o the "Sahara Colony" -left
behind by Spaih in*1976. This imaginary state has been incorporated in the -
domain of Morocco's king. Illegally, say his majesty's enemies. But the
10-year war has kept them away from their utopia--one wall at a time.
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Four-fifths of the West Sahara has been walled in since the fall of 1985
and that area is being guarded by 80,000 Moroccan troops--or is it 100,000
or even 150,000--and being defended against the claims and attacks of the
Saharan liberation army. Their forces number 20,000 or at most 25,000 men.

"The entire fatherland--or death"--all or nothing. That is the kamikaze
slogan which inspires the Saharan dream of becoming an independent state.
It was proclaimed as such on 27 February 1976 at Bir Lahlu in an act of
heroic self-inflation. It has since been recognized by 63 nations, includ-
ing India and Yugoslavia. Nonetheless, the DARS has remained a myth. In
reality, Hassan II rules over his two walled-in southern provinces of
Sakijat-el-Hamra and Dha-hab.

"The war may still go on for many years," says Ahmed Tali Mbarak. Through
the night and the dawn hours, he made his way in his Land Rover from the
Polisario camps near Tinduf in Algeria all the way to the wall in the
rock-strewn desert--without a map, without the aid of a compass, even with-
out looking at the stars; unerringly, as though he were headed home.

"Maybe we will all be dead by then," he says, "but one day the Moroccans
will have to give up and withdraw.

The men are crouching around the fire. They are eating rice and sardines
left over from breakfast. And of course they are drinking tea; three
glasses each. The first glass is as bitter as life; the second is as sweet
as love and the third glass is as gentle as death. The mujaheddin--which
is what they call themselves--are discussing their plans for an attack.
They are satisfied with themselves and their appearance.

Abdullah Nagam, their .commander, is in charge of the desert area of Bir
Lahlu; a territory devoid of people, alive only because of the war. He is
describing a Moroccan guard's futile attempt to escape the falling shells.
His death is the trophy of the brief battle.

"After the first shell came down, the guard was in shock," Abdullah says.
"he ran to the left, right into the second shell and the third shell set
the <dugout afire." He saw it all, Abdullah says, through his binoculars;
every hit.

His men are lean and dark-skinned and they wear olive-green uniforms with
no rank insignia. Around their head, they wear lithams, the thick Saharan
veil which keeps the wind, the cold and the sun out and leaves only a slit
free for the eyes. '
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They are in this war heart and soul; it has turned them into nomads once
more. With their mirrorless, roofless and windshieldless Land Rovers
they race across the desert "which belongs to us." Long ago—-whenever
that was--their fathers followed the scant traces of rain across the
desert with their camels, sheep and goats. Now it is rage which drives
them across the sand and rock flats and through the black and rocky
valleys: hatred, vengeance and an unquenchable passion for the future.
The war alone lends meaning and dignity to their lives.

The equipment of their liberation army consists of Soviet T-55 tanks,
armored personnel carriers, artillery and SAM 6's and 7's. In the wilds
of Bir Lahlu, all it really takes is some mortars, machine guns and
Kalashnikovs "as well as the courage of the mujaheddin.”

Every morning, they rise out of the desert and attack the wall, more
deadly than a sandstorm. Day after day, they mount their assaults on the
Moroccan army--because this war is their reason for being.

Viewed from the air-—from a Moroccan AB-212 helicopter (made in U.S.A.)

for instance——the wall looks like a fairly ramshackle construction. The

wind which blows from the north day in and day out eats its way into

its flanks as it does into any sand dune-—and gently the desert reclaims
its own terrain.

Morocco's walled-in desert kingdom consists of a multifaceted system of
walls and bulwarks which surround the towns and oases and, at the point
where barrenness and silence meet, they also surround the gleaming white.
phosphate mine of Bu Kraa. One wall after the other is thrown up by
Hassan's engineers. Using 40 bulldozers, they erect up to 10 kilometers
of wall per day between two and four meters in height. The first such
wall was put up in May 1981.

"Whenever we did not need an old wall any more because we had advanced
beyond it, we just left it standing and built a new one for protection,"
says General Bennani in citing the wisdom of his own invention. Gently,
he describes his strategy of annihilation to us, conjuring up the end of
the "Polisario rebels." In his eyes, they are rebels, despicable merce-
naries in the pay of Algeria.

Bennani, the delicate warrior: even when he destroys the enemy with the
force of his words, he still looks like a philosopher, say Theodor Adorno.
The general prefers not to use the word wall; he is more inclined to

call it a defense belt or defense line.

His line can be shifted overnight. It is mobile and can be redrawn at any
time wherever there is a gap. It can connect the hinterland with the front-
lines. "An offensive installation, voila," Bennani says. Between old, use-
less walls and new ones there may "sometimes be 300 kilometers of desert.”
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It is a mobile philosophy. Nothing makes the general quite 'as unhappy .as
to have his wall compared with the Roman limes, the Chinese Wall or the
Maginot Line. "Those were all stupid bulwarks, developed from utterly -. .. -
primitive plans,"” he says. Collect some soil and hide behind it or dig a
hole and hide inside it. That is why these defense installations were

all overrun. They were military museums from the very start; sacrificial
sites; doomsday bunkers. = . - ' e : CoL

His system, on the other hand, is "unbeatable but at the same time.in- °
expensive and:completely modern," he says. According to a rough estimate:.
by Hassan II, it costs Morocco just $100 million per year. The general .:.-
knows better. He mumbles as he corrects the king's figures: "105 million—-
which comes to 23 percent of the military budget." N AT S

"What is of greater importance for the fatherland is the security:of its ¢’
people,” Bennani says. Thanks to the wall, military losses have "been ré-
duced by a factor of 100; there are only 0.4 dead per month now as against
40 previously"--which is a statistical and, as it were, abstract way of
reckoning. The war is as good as over after all. ' T

The royal army has built "eight walls" criss-cross fashion through the
"zone sud." Wall -No 8 is 2,400 kilometers long. Anchored in the:south:of - -
the old kingdom, it diagonally divides the conquered.lands from the . .
"liberated territories." It ends between Dachla and Imlili, before reach-
ing the sea. : ‘ - U - Lo

The final wall Wiilfbe the one which runs parallel to.the borders of Al~"
geria and Mauritania, The 1,062 kilometer-long coastline in the west ‘can’
do without a wall. The stormy Atlantic offers enough protection there: .

And when will Wall No 9 be built 7.

"Whenever His Majesty will give the order," say the happy gentlemen of
the general staff, turning their thoughts toward ‘Rabat. "That, Inshallah,
would be child's play." ST PP

"There are still 50,000 to 60,000 square kilometers outside the wally
worthless desert lands in the south. There is nothing to be gained there.
Nothing grows there. As far as we are concerned, the rebels may wage war -
down there as much as they like," Hassan's  commanders say. : e

Bennani, the philosopher in general's clothing, listens to Col Rida, his
chief of operations, as he continues his paean to the wall, his glass eye -
sparkling. "The wall," he says, putting the word in quotes, "has decided "
the course of the war; it has brought it to a halt. The enemy is suddenly -
faced with an obstacle. He must stop and dig a way. through and use all his
strength to force himself througha narrow .gap.- How nice for 'us; we have
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him in our sights and can take our.time about firing at him. 60 kilometers
before he even reaches the wall, we have him under surveillance. We pa-
tiently wait for him; our radar informs us about his every move. We could
even register the movements of a dog 60 kilometers away '--=no matter
whether he. barks or not. :

In the area betwen the command post and the wall, General Bennani has de-
ployed strike forces and one artillery battery per battalion. The "mobile
units," using tanks, APC's and jeeps, leave their dugouts to mount an
attack: whenever the "static forces" are in danger. That is not a bad life,
since that danger is long past. - ,

"Not a 31ngle rebel can cross the wall unnotlced" and h1de like a flea in
the people's clothing. "Contacts across the wall are utterly impossible,"
Rida notes with profound satisfaction. '"We have forced them into waging

a classic war of position--which is someth1ng they are simply not capable
of handling.'

While the royal army rolls out the heavy artillery, the Polisario must
make do with what they have. "They come out of the desert,” Rida says,
YWith their jeeps and fire three or four times at most--with mortars or
rocket launchers. Of course they never hit anything; but afterwards they
issue their crazy bulletins."

The Polisario battle communiques are written in the camps near Tinduf
and made public in Algiers. They are modest activity reports—-almost
colorless; no heroics. Frequently they are not issued until long after
the event as though they were the product of desperate thought Here
are some examples. : :

"Once more two members of the Moroccan army have left their units and
joined the Saharan army."

"The Saharan Popular Liberation Army reports that it carried out 7!
small-scale artillery attacks on Moroccan positions along the wall be-
tween 2 and 16 November 1985. Moroccan losses are said to have been 20
dead and 30 wounded."

"According to reports of the DARS information ministry, a Moroccan military
aircraft was shot down near Dachla on 27 December 1985. The war of attri-
tion continues."

If there were no war, the mujaheddin would be without a job and without
food; they would be beggars. These refugees who have been pardoned, as it
were, to fight in the desert have nothing but their spirit of resistance
to put up against the Bennani principle. "We climb over the wdll whenever
we choose," says Ahmed Tali Mbarak. "In 1985, we broke through it dozens
of times."
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Abdullah, who has vaulted the wali,.says: "We' are smarter'than,the.radar
because we know the desert. It is ‘our home." - o

It is getting dark. Abdullah's shock unit has parked the Land Rover in
the sand on the edge of a.hollow which: the evening light has turned pink
and grey just like the bare mountains on the horizon. The mujaheddin
feed their campfire with acacia branches. Hussein is cooking some rice;
Umar is baking bread while Ahmed prepares the tea. The wind makes the

. ashes glow .like a fiery flower and after the sun goes down, it becomes
cold. The night is dark and glittering at the same time.

"Here we are, sitting down and drinking tea," Ahmed says, "and the Moroc-
cans are constantly on alert, 24 hours a day. Often, a mere gust of wind
will sound the alarm on their radar screens." Until the evening the rumble
of cannonfire had shattered. the silence of the desert. "Every round was
meant for us," Abdullah says proudly. The Moroccan army.attests to-his
existence by firing at him. R

His .existence constitutes a threat. "We hit them first because we are the
ones on the attack," Abdullah says. "The king ordered the cease-fire be-
cause he had to. He felt helpless like a drowning man who cannot swim who
asks the ocean to disappear so that he can reach shore on foot." S

Don't the Moroccans ever score a hit ?

"Rarely. We have no fixed positions; but at the same time we can pick our
target: the wall. Previously, the enemy was as mobile and unpredictable

as we are. But now we attack them wherever and whenever we choose. The
Moroccans have a tough .time of it," Abdullah says. "The wall does not pro-
tect them; they must protect ‘the wall." R ‘

The new strategy of the liberation army aims at attrition_and demoraliza-
tion, at wearing the enemy down. Since the enemy cannot be finished off,
he must be injured until he bleeds from a thousand wounds: '

Abdullah gives out the night watch assignments. He claims to have been

a workman in El1-Ajun and Dachla in former days; but his hands are slender
and soft and his mustache is stylishly trimmed. He acts as self-assured
as any commander on the royal general staff. ° ' o i

He does not wish to talk about his past life; nor does Ahmed who is just
now brewing the last glass of‘tea——thevone gentle as death. He, too,

will reveal only bits and pieces of his story. He was born ‘somewhere in .
the vicinity of Smara, the holy city of the Saharans), 'in a nomad tent in
the desert. Ahmed can only speak Hassanija, the Arab dialect of the Sahara.
He has no knowledge of French or Spanish; he has never attended ‘'school.
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When we ask him what his pay, he -laughs, perplexed about our inane ques—
tion. He w111 ‘get his pay after 1ndependence, he says, "by the blood of
the martyrs."

All of the Pollsarlo fam111es have had to leave some of the1r relatlves
behlnd on the far side of the wall.:For their .sake they keep mum about
their or1g1ns. The royal ‘authorities have forcibly relocated Berber
families from the north to the desert between El-Ajun and Dachla. Shift-
1ng populatlons around. 1s Jjust -one more. aspect of the k1ng s pol1cy of -.con-
quest. ‘ F T ‘ : .

The closer. they get to the wall, the lower the Moroccan helicopters fly
and the lower they fly, the more sanguine become the estimates, comments
and forecasts. The greater the distance from headquarters, the less care-
free the officers tend to get. It is hard to tell whether their expression
has darkened because of. their rapt attention to the war or their fear: of
the mujaheddin shells., C :

A few minutes before we land at the Mahbas command post, 30 kilometers
behind the northernmost wall fortress, Col Hammou Arzaz, the. regional
_commander, adjusts his mood to the situation. "By:clever and complicated
means we may have achleved _security.against the attacks by the Algerians
and their mercenarles," he shouts over the noise of the helicopter engine.
"The only thing is that the war is by no means over. First, the Sahara
affair must be taken care of."

At one t1me, Mahbas was’ an oas1s along the caravan tra11 leadlng from
Smara to T1nduf Mahbas meant water, food and trade. It is enclosed by a-
grey sand . plaln with black and brown. mountaims cropping out of its dreari-
ness, polished clean by the north wind. A few withered acacias provide
the illusion of a semblance of 11fe.

Mahbas 11es in the center of 1ong sand walls wh1ch were. once thrown up
and subsequently forgotten. ‘obsolete bulwarks, deserted forts. The oasis
has been turned into a fortress, a battlesite and a gravesifte. The old
1nhab1tants--pesants, animal breeders and traders—--were moved from Mahbas
"for their own safety,” says- Col Arzaz, .to Sag, one hour north of here;
in 1979 The1r ‘adobe huts now .serve as quarters for .soldiers from the
High Atlas. They are profess1onal soldiers who have a difficult time
- coping with life in the desert They have 31gned up for 10 years at
double pay. R o - S

From Strongpo:nt\ﬁb\i\}t is only six kilometers to the  Algerian frontier--
the ' prov151onal frontier" which has not: been entered on ‘any official map,
_‘accordlng ‘to Col Arzaz. Along this doubtful frontier General Bennani's
1'"e1ghth" wall runs southward at a respectful distance. Tinduf .is only 60
kllometers away——and somewhere in between\are\fbdullah s Polisario units.
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Strongpoint No !: a model of military" strength and a symbol of Mor0ccan
superiority, ' guarded by a radar installation. Atop the 12-meter high
tower the antenna faces ‘east, like 'a stop. 31gn——but the muJaheddln tend
to obey different traffic regulations.

On 19 August 1985, they pushed toward the wall between Rouss Sabti and
Chyma. Ahmed and Abdullah were. among the 500 men who' fought a battle
with Col Arzaz' battalions. It started like a surpr1se attack at dawn
and dragged on for an entire day

The frontline was spread out over a distance of 15 kilometers. The Poli-
sario took some prisoners; the Moroccans captured some tanks and APC's.
The dead were not counted. "It was a brilliant victory," Arzaz says; but
what is so brilliant about a v1ctory ? :

Proudly laughing, Arzaz displays' the captured equipment: a T-55 tank,

with the ID number 583, has a multi-colored Polisario emblem on the back;
but a Moroccan rocket (made in U.S.A.) has smashed its turret and a

BMP-1 armored personnel carrier (made in the USSR) with just 293 kllometers
on its odometer has been split open by an artillery shell. '

"The crew died on the spot of courée,"vArzaz tells us, "and the others
will not dare come back. They know that they cannot gain an. inch of
ground. They are happy that they themselves do not lose a meter;"

Nonetheless, soldiers spend days and nights sitting in front of the tiny
grey screen (made in U.S.A.) on which man and beast are shown. Thanks to
its system of sensors, the ‘installation 'is capable of detectlng seismic
and acoustic 51gnals as far away as Algerlan s011 There 1s‘no picture on
the screen. ' '

The crew awaits the enemy in foxholes and dugouts right next to their
operational site: In no time the crew of a fat 120-mm mortar fires a
round at a grey shrub thlS side of the frontler as proof of their tire-
less efficiency. :

The tanks and cannon and the howitzers and twin machine guns, supplied
by comrades-in-arms of the Western world, sparkle in their Sunday f1nery
The fire is on in the brick oven , the smell of bread is in the air and
the commander's TV set is f111ed with the happy sound of ‘the. Algerlan
children's program.

In the center of the strongp01nt they have. bu11t a model of a strongp01nt.
There are barbed wire coils in front of. the sand wall and further out,
there are minefields and the entire model is surrounded by a double wall.
Each firing range is hidden behind a set of walls. A sandbox to use for
war games--hasn't the king ordered a cease-fire ?
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There are almost 500 forts along the entire length of the wall, spaced
three, five or. eight kilometers apart. Each has a complement of 50 to 200
men which serve there for 6 months at a time. Punitive companies, con-
sisting for the most part.of student  rebels whose heads have been shaven
must serve for years in the forward frontlines.

Near Mahbas, Arzaz tells us, "the wall fllrts with the frontler '--but .a
close encounter is out. The Moroccan un1ts are under orders not to come _
in contact with Algerla, but not for reasons of propriety. The fact is . ..
that the Algerian army is superior to Hassan's forces. Thus, the wall also
appears to be something of a symbolic threshold.

30 kiloneters east of thevholy’city_of Smara,.enclosed by the rock—étrewn
desert and the black mesas, lies Lafrayrina, Strong Point No 13 of the
central sector--—a site cut off from all human life like a Martian outpost.

All the dec1s1ons are made by the fat 11eutenant colonel operating out of
the barracks at Smara. Three times each week a tanker truck brlngs in
water from Smara and other trucks bring in the supplies: flour, rice, salt,
" 'sugar and tea that have come in by sea through the port of Agadir.

Lafrayrlna is a fortress at the end of the world. What are the soldiers.
in their olive- -green uniforms afraid of here ? In fear of what enemy.

have they camouflaged themselves as rocks and dug deep into the barren
hills ? The wall blends with the desert until it resembles the rocks which
dot the 1andscape » :

SlnceFebruaryl984 100 men have been statloned here in the deadly

silence and never-—- "unfortunately," the young company commander says——
have the mujaheddin taken note of their watchfulness and combat effectlve—
ness.

Strongpoint No 13 boasts a real mosque, a sauna, a brick oven, a cistern
and--a soccer field in front of its gates which are guarded by two camels
made of loam. The entranceway is decorated with the Moroccan motto "God,
Fatherland, King" in small stone letters.

In March 1985, when Hassan I1 1nspected hlS desert conquests on the occa—
sion of the jubilee of his acce351on to the throne, General Bennani also
took him to Lafrayrina. Wearlng yellow ski goggles which he rarely took
off, the king admired the wall and Strongp01nt No 13.

It seemed as though both had been created solely for this royal moment

and for the purpose. of preserv1ng in a pretty picture the monarch s
affectlon for this ﬁrgotten desert ouLpost._
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Whether it is actually taking place or not, "all 23 million Moroccans
are enthusiastically participating in the war," says Chalil Dchil, the
man Hassan has appointed to the governorship of Siiara Departement. The
small capital of the region is being equipped with housing projects: and
schools as well as hospitals and a sports stadium—-all for the greater
glory of Morocco. The sacred blue mosque is being restored; water mains
and sewers are being built as well as roads and a power plant. In the
heart of the desert an average Moroccan small town is being created.

If a visitor displays excess curiosity, the officials and military men
will temper his zeal by putting on a banquet for him--complete with
pigeon paté, mutton and couscous and torrents of sweet, syrupy tea. It
is difficult to ask questions when your mouth is full.

The adobe huts at the foot of the small mountain village of Galtat-
Zemmour may look as though shells had shattered their roofs and walls--
but Col Haddou Kejji swears "it was a sandstorm; the rain and the sun."
In October 1981, the enemy did attack the desert village once but things
have been quiet ever since. The village's former inhabitants, he says,
are much happier in Dachla these days.

The colonel is in charge at Galtat-Zemmour, situated atop a huge rock
which looks like a hammer which has smashed the monotony of the white
desert sand. Kejji commands his battalions from a house studded with
multicolored tiles.

His troops, protected by a wall, guard the frontier to Mauritania and an
utterly silent desert road which once led to Tinduf via Bir-Mughrein. . -
Equipped with armor-piercing "Dragon" rockets (made in France), the
Moroccan units are supposed to. prevent the Polisario from passing
through Mauretanian territory in order to reach the "liberated areas"
south of the wall.

There is no relying on the "beggar state of Mauritania," as Kejji calls
it, and its 8,000-man army. It has good neighborly relations to both
Morocco and the Saharans. The colonel is. bored. To get the war going
again, he would like to have some German "Leopard" tanks "because the
enemy has by no means been beaten as yet."

The enemy, we say ? The Polisario on the other side of the wall with
their small Land Rovers ? '

"Russia," the colonel says, "the tiger's leap of socialism toward Europe
which is being prepared by the Polisario. We are guarding the West. We
are guarding this country to keep the Russians from gaining a foothold
on Gibraltar."
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"How fortunate for us," the colonel says, "that we are not entirely de-
fenseless." At the new airbase of El-Ajun, the royal engineers are con-
structing concrete bunkers to house the royal fighter bombers: French
Mirage F-1ls and American F-5s. "They would reach me in 10 minutes, in
case I needed help."

The battle for the mountain fortress of Galtat-Zemmour lasted a whole
month and it was not storm and rain that fought each other but Moroccan
soldiers and the mujaheddin.

The Polisario attacked in the early morning hours of 13 October 1981.
Their sand-colored Land Roverswere equipped with recoilless cannon and
machine guns. They supplied theitr small army from supply dumps located
in the heart of the desert.

The Moroccan army had long been expecting an attack; Galtat—-Zemmour had a
complement of 2,600 men. 60,000 land mines, according to Abdullah, were
waiting for the Saharans who never divulged how many men they lost in

the operation. In order to disguise their true strength, they make be-
lieve that their forces are a ghost army whose members are immortal.

"We have enough men," Abdullah says, "and we have all the means to wage

a modern war."

By mid-November, the Saharans had taken Galtat—Zemmour. The mountains

were pockmarked with shell holes and in the valleys lay the charred re-
mains of human beings and of burnt-out guns. Only a handful of Moroccan
soldiers managed to get out alive. When they fled, they poisoned the wells.

That was not the type of modern war .the Saharans had wanted to fight.
Would the enemy really repeal the rules of survival in the desert ?
They drank from the wells and died by the hundreds. They realized, too
late, that their enemy was not like them in the least.

Until January 1984, the liberation army managed to hold out in the moun-
tains along the Mauritanian border but then it could no longer withstand
the bombardments and had to withdraw from all the frontlines--from Smara,
UmmDreiga, Bir Anzaran and Dachla. The Morocécan engineers put up one wall
after the other to keep them out and soon the enigmatic war over a strip
of desert territory began to deteriorate. into a warlike terrain exercise
in the eyes of the world.

The Polisario began to recognize its weakness and at the same time to
collect evidence of its activity and efficiency so as to raise its own
morale and to convince those in doubt.

In Have Buyema, an oasis between Tinduf and the refugee camps, the
Saharans built a military museum to commemorate their exploits. Victories
have the appearance of defeats heré. There are no more battles; only re-
sults.
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The open-air exhibit has been installed in a white, square-shaped area
surrounded by adobe walls. 25 Moroccan officers crouch in the sand in
rows of five. They are exhibit items and war booty just like the silent
formations of tanks, armored cars, guns, rocket launchers and weapons
made in France, Belgium, Spain, England, Italy, Austria, Israel, South
Africa and the United States——all of them remnants of the chaos of war;
well-tended as though in preparation for a parade before an imaginary
nation. :

The tanks and armored cars have found their resting place in walled-in
spaces, along with the Land Rovers and the Unimogs with their twin
cannons. In front of these, there are entire companies of machine guns—-
minus the gunners. There is enough equipment here to fight a whole
battle: radar antennas, radiotelephone systems and cluster bombs; bits
and pieces of fighter bombers and helicopters, ejection seats, even
lovingly folded parachutes. The sad arsenal has been arranged by equip-
ment categories; the square-shaped exhibit area fairly vibrates with

the stories which these war machines can no longer relate.

Sealed in plastic, sown on white cloth the paper war is equally present
here: military ID's, official documents, administrative forms. Every
scrap is meant to offer proof of victory: rank insignia (the highest
being Major), shoulder bars, medals and decorations—--fallen battalions
at the ready, after the last battle.

The Moroccan prisoners jump up every time their guards approach. One
grey-haired captain, who has been held captive for 6 years, is per-—
mitted to write to his family in Meknés from time to time. "Life goes
on after a fashion," he says anxiously. "Nothing special. The war has
saddled us with all the big prqblems."

A bomber pilot with a large mustache, who has grown morose after a de-
cade in captivity, assures us in a rasping voice that he has "never
dropped any napalm."

Mujahid Mohammed, under whose guidance and supervision the captured
officers are operating the exhibit, is a survivor of Galtat-Zemmour
"and many other battles." His dealings with his gallery of triumphs
trophies has turned him into a melancholy man as well. He feels guilty
about the museum of death and has only one wish: "to die as a martyr."

As a martyr of the Sahara Republic; a republic in exile; a community of
refugees subsisting on a budget provided by charity, numbering "about
165,000 people," according to Mohammed--namely women, children and. old
folk. This society drawn together by war, lives in the heart of the
desert in four far-flung tent cities which have been named for "occupied
places”" on the other side of the border: El-Ajun, Smara, Dachla and
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Aoussad. They live on Algerian soil, southwest of the old caravansary of
Tinduf which none of them may visit without permission. It is a life
under the watchful eyes and the mercy of Algeria.

In the spring of 1976, the Moroccan air force dropped phosphorus and napalm
bombs on. the tents of the Saharans who had fled the invaders. At Umm Dreiga
alone 20,000 refugees were killed in these attacks.In the aftermath, Al-
geria lent the utopian republic an.enclave of several hundred square kilo-
meters under its own administration.

The Saharans transformed their non-existence into a well-run everyday life.
While their men were fighting the war, the women--perforce--took over.

They work-—constantly worrying -about the mujaheddin who come home only
once every 4 months--for their children's sake "because they should not
become fight