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ENERGY ECONOMICS

EXPANDED 01L, GAS PRODUCTION ENVISAGED FOR 1983-84 PLAN

Drilling, Other Programs

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 27 Feb 84 pp 12, 13

[Text]

THE planned programme
of the Barbados National
Oil Company, envisions
the drilling of at least 18

wells annually between
1983 to 84 and 1987 to 88.
This drilling programme
is expected to raise the
level of oil and gas pro- .
duction by an annual |

.average rate of 16 per-
cent.

At present the National!
Petroleum Corporation’
distributes gas to 8516 con-
sumers, but in an expansion pro- -
gramme during the plan period,
efforts will be made to encourage
large manufacturers to utilise
natural gas in their production
processes and to increase the
volume of sales to the Barbados
Light and Power Company
Limited.

In order to accommodate the
anticipated increase in, natural
gas consumption, the National
Petroleum Corporation wi
undertake the laying of addi-
tional mains: replacement of ex-
isting mains which have been
damaged or disintegrated
through the passage of time: in-
stallation of a new regulator sta-
tion, and the upgrading of ex-
18ting regulator stations in order
to enhance security.

Alternative sources of energy
have been identified as solar
'energy. wind power, wave power
-and biomass (including baggasse
and refuse).

Barbados, says the plan,
receives large amounts of solar
radiation with one of the highest
levels of calories in the world.
Since 1974, solar energy has
been commercially available for
water heating, acting as a
substitute for gas and electricity.
Utilisation of this energy source
has been increasing over the
years, with.a total of 4 242 units
now installed in Barbados. I

This use of solar energy has!
been encouraged by the Govern-
ment. As a result, solar manufac-
turing enterprises have been
granted approved enterprise
status under the Fiscal Incen-!
tives Act of 1974; taxes on im-

orted gas and electronic water

eaters have been increased; in-
stallation costs of solar water
heaters have been made tax de-|
ductible, and loan funds are!
available within the Barbados
Development Bank to hotels
wishing to install solar water
heaters.

Some commercial banks have
also now adopted the financing
of solar water heaters as part of
their portfolio policy. .

During the plan period,
Government encouragement of
the solar water heating industry
will be fully maintained. In addi-
tion to domestic hot water, solar
industrial process heat will be
encourage(f. Also, close monitor-
ing of developments in
photovoltaics will be maintained |
to determine feasibility of their
use in the island.

Research work will be under-
taken to determine the future
prospects of using wind

BARBADOS




resources. With financial
assistance from the Inter-
Development Bank, plans to in-
stall a wind turbine with a rating
of 200 kilowatts with a view of
determining the possibility of
generating electricity and
transferring it into the national
grid.

On wave. power, a feasibility
study has revealed that tidal and
wave conditions off the East
Const are generally favourable
for the generation of such
energy.

The wave data programme on
the South East Coast will be con-
tinued to determine whether the
island possesses 8 wave regime
capable of justifying the installa-
tion of engineering works.

With respect to biomass, it
points out that bagasse is the
island's most important biomass
fuel, used almost exclusively to
fuel sugar cane processing. Soms

excess bagasse has recently|

been used to produce a small
quantity of electricity for the na-
tional electricity grid. C
There are possibilities of in-
creasing the efficiency of its use,
and Government will support

studies to examine the possibility
of increasing the efficiency of
bagasse use in the sugar far-
tories

Refuse is said 1o be the other
biomass resource of significance.
and Government will proceed as
soon as possible with an in-depth
feasihility study to determine the
economic viability of converting
garbage into electrical energy.

If the economirs prove en.

couraging. Government will ask
the private sector to establish a
solid waste energy plant toward
the end of the plan period.

On energy conservation, the
plan points out that the Energy
and Natural Resources Division,
with assistance from the World
Bank. has recently embarked on
a major energy conservation pro-
ject. and a 15 percent decrease
in energy consumption as - a
result of energy conservation is
the goal for the plan period

The Barbados Light and Power
Company Limited, plans to install
an additional low speed dicsel
engine at the Spring Garden
Plant in the next two or three
years, so that by the end of 1988,
its generating capacity would be

Import Reduction Goal

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 27 Feb 84 p 12

[Text] !

CSO:

The objective of Barbados’
energy sector in the new
Development Plan period
1983 to 1988, ‘is to
reduce the heavy
dependence on imported
fuel and the resulting high
import bill.”

The three-fold strategies of the
energy sector plam are: (1) to ex-
pand domestic and natural gas
output; (2) to develop the
country's alternative energy
resources and (3} to conserve
energy.

An introduction to the plan's
section on energy says that ac-
cess to adequate amounts of
energy at reasonable costs is
vital to the economic and social
development of the island.

*The crux of ourenergyprob-
Jem is the very heavy
dependence on imported crude
oil whose costs have increased
considerably since 1973." it
states.

In 1882, the island paid $75.5
million for its crude and reform-
ated supplies. approximately
721 percent over the 1973 level

3298/601

of $9.2 million.

Other figures indicate that the
cost of crude oil imports
reiaresented 2.8 percent of the
value of total imports in 1973.
and as much as 6.8 percent in
1982. The 1973 oil import -bill
pre-empted 9.8 of foreign ex-
change earnings, from goods in
that year and 14.3 percent in

982.

After ten years of rapid in-
creases in oil prices. the state
ment said, there has been an eas-
iniz of the situation with the price
falling from US$34 a barrel to
US$29 in early 1983. The current

reduction might well be short-
lived and even within, the
relatively short time range of the
plan, an upward movement is an-
ticipated.

“In the longer term."” accord-
iaz to he plan. “oil prices are
dehnitely expected to move up-
ward again. Consequently. our
heavy dependence on imported
oil resources remains a source of
concern.”

Energy demand and supply
projections indicate that primary
energy consumption will in-
crease at an annual average rate
of 9.5 percent between 1982 and

?nrrnnsm trom 118.7 megawatts
In 19813 to 126.7 megawatts.

_Following a decision by the
Caricom heads of government at
Ocho Rios. Jamaica in 1982, a
Regional Energy Action Plan for
the region has been prepared
with the objectives of promoting
the security of intra-regional sup-
plies and markets for petroleum
products. identifying and
developing alternative sources of -
energy  within  the region;
developing and promoting energy
conservation measures;
establishing the petroleum poten.
tinl of the region: and devising
mechanisms (o encourage order-
ly development.

During the plan period. efforts
will be made t6 harmonise Bar.
quns energy sector programme
;:inh the Regional Energy Action

an ‘

Energy investment from public
sector funds is projected at $34.1
million between 1983 and 1988,
Thic includes loan funds to be
secared from international agen.
cies In addition to this amount,
some $85 million will be spent by
the Barhados National 0il Com-
pany Limited toward the cost of
its exploration and development
programme

1987, reaching approximately
413 000 tons of oil equivalent.

Approximately half of the in.
crease in oil consumption will
result from the operation of the
Arawak Cement Plant when it is
working at full capacity.

With respect to oil and gas out-
put. the plan states that in
February 1982, the proven ol
reserves in  the Woodbourne
oilfield were estimated at 1.260
million barrels with the probable
reserves at 1,789 million.

Recent exploration work has
pointed to the existence of addi-
tional areas of petroleum poten-
tial. both on-shore and off-shore.
However, no estimates have been
made of those resources. In
March 1982, gas reserves, the
bulk of which are associated
with oil. were estimated to be
141.6 million cubic metres.

Further exploration activity
will be undertaken during the
plan period. and efforts will be
made to get international com-
panies to carry out additional
seismic work. It is also {)ropoaed
to extend inland drilling ac-
tivities from Woodbourne to the
Fisherpond area.



ENERGY ECONOMICS

CANADIAN FIRM SET TO OPEN EXPANDED DRILLING OPERATIONS

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 6 Mar 84 p 1

[Text]

Cso

3298/614

" assembly should be completed by tonig

' BARBADOS' ol driliing programme is to be

stepped up significantly by the middle of the
'.weg whgn the Canadian firm, Bowbally,

begins exploration at Canefield, St. Thomas.

Official of the company, Mr. Bob Hopper, told
THE NATION yesterday that the well at Canefield
would be the first of eight to be drilled during the next
few months. ‘

- Already, a number of these sites have been grepered, at Saddle
Back, St. Thomas, Lower Parks (near Dark Hole), Bissex Hill, near the

- old police station, St. Joseph and Greenland (near the Brick Factory) in

St. Andrew. .- . .
. Mr. Hopper said they were working for the Barbados National

..ol Company (BNOC) under contract from Petro-Canada, the Cana-

dian Government corporation with which the Barbados Government
has s'iqimd an exploration agreement.

<. All the wells, including that at Canefield, will to a depth of 2 500

feet and-about-the groapect of the Canefield site, Mr. Hopper said
seismic information looked promising.

He said they had been informed that the natural gas pressure
under the ground there would be so high that they would be faced
-with a number of blow-outs, but %were prepared for such problems.

*‘We can't really say what come from the well until we have
completed the drilling, but prospects look good and, if we are right, we
could be pumping between 100 and 150 barrels of oil each day.

Four Canadians have arrived in the island to work with Bowbally
and some 20 local oil workers will be involved in the project. :

Mr. Hopfer said that the equipment had arrived in the island
over the weekend and off-loading oomgleted yesterday mo . The

t or early tomorrow and drill-
ing would begin immediately afterward. i

Once this process has started, the official added, the drilli

operation would be carried out on 8 24-hour-a-day basis until the we|

. is completed. The equipment will then be dismantled and moved on to

the next site.

Concerning problems likely to be encountered drilling under local
conditions, Mr. ﬁopmr said that in Canada they had to drill some

"3 000 fest to reach coral stone, while it was almost at the surface in

?ar}mdos. This would be a challenge to them, but they were equipped
or it.

BARBADOS



ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS

BRIEFS

DRILLING EQUIPMENT LOAN--The House of Assembly yesterday passed a Bill to
allow the Government to borrow some Can $6 million to purchase drilling
equipment from Canada for the local petroleum sector. The money is to be
provided by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Prime
Minister Tom Adams speaking on the Bill said the time was fast approaching
when the country can supply half of its petroleum and natural gas needs
which would allow Government to go ahead with a project to bring more gas

to homes in suburban areas. He spoke of the local output of oil and natural
gas over the years, and stated that after the establishment of the Barbados
National 0il Company no less than 379 000 barrels of crude had been produced.
He said too that the country was benefiting from exploration assets of

Mobil 0il, which were bought out by Government. He also touched on the
seismic studies being carried out by the Canadian-owned Petro Canada Inter-
national, and an agreement with Cluff 0il of Britain for seismic and offshore
drilling. The assistance from CIDA is interest free. [Text] [Bridgetown
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 1]

OIL IMPORT SAVINGS--BARBADOS recorded significant saving in its oil import
bill last year as a result of the assistance provided to the local industry
by the Canadian Government. According to Prime Minister Tom Adams, the
achievements of last year could not have been as great if the assistance

of the Canadian Government had not been given. Mr. Adams was at the time
speaking during the Second Reading of a bill to authorise the Government to
bo-row up to (Can)$6 million for use in the local oil industry. Since the
Canadian government established Protro Canada, Barbados, through the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), has been one of the first
countries to benefit. 1In 1979, Prime Minister Adams said, Barbados produced
271 600 barrels of oil, 283 500 in 1979, and 305 400 the following year. 1In
1981, when concentration was placed on a deep drilling programme, production
fell, but in 1982, when shallow drilling was restarted, it was 258 000 bar-
rels. This rose to a record 379 000 last year. Over the same period, said
Prime Minister Adams, natural gas had increased from 6 million cubic metres
to 11 million. However, said Mr. Adams, as much as 20 million cubic metres
would have been produced, but because the country did not have a capacity to
absorb all this, much was burnt off. The money being borrowed from Canada
is repayable over 40 years, the Prime Minister said. The bill was passed.
[Text] [DBridgetown THE NATION in English 7 Mar 84 p 16]

CS0: 3298/614



ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

OPEC OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH TRINIDAD-TOBAGO
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 1 Mar 84 p 3
[Article by Andy Johnson]

[Text] Mexico City--A top official of the Organisation of Petroleum

Exporting Countries (OPEC) said here yesterday that the relationship between
his organisation and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago was "rather poor"
at present, adding that this country should "make an effort" to correct that.

"It is rather poor and I don't know why, honestly," said Ahmed, Director of
Research in the OPEC Secretariat. Ahmed, an Algerian economist, was asked
by the EXPRESS to comment on the state of the relationship, if any, which
exists at present between OPEC and Trinidad and Tobago.

He said he was aware of the botched attempt by his country to join the
Organisation of 0il Producing Third World countries in 1972, but, he said,
that should not stand in the way now of a cordial relationship.

He said in his opinion Trinidad and Tobago should make the effort to renew
contact and establish communication channels with the organisation.

He said OPEC often received letters from other oil producing countries in

the developing world which were not members of OPEC, some seeking information
on OPEC policies and others wanting to have exchange visits of officials.
"But not from Trinidad and Tobago, as far as I could remember," he said.

Ahmed, who is among a panel of high level OPEC officials conducting a work-
shop for journalists from Latin America and the Caribbean here, reiterated
a point during the discussion, that it was not membership in OPEC that was
the real issue with oil producing Third World countries.

He said the central issue at this juncture was the sharing of information

and the need for collaboration and co-operation between OPEC and other oil
producing Third World countries. Said and other OPEC officials have stressed
the need for co-operation among such countries on the question of price
stability in the international oil market.




The theme of the three-day workshop which wound up here yesterday was in
fact the stability of the o0il marked in the years ahead and the need for oil
producing Third World countries to forge new links in attempting to move
their economies away from heavy dependence on oil--a depletable resource.

Speakers at several sessions here during the three days of discussion at
the Mexican Institute of Petroleum, the 13 present members of OPEC will not
be net exporters of crude oil and indeed, some of them will face completely
depleted resources in the next 10 to 15 years.

It was pointed out here that among the 13 members of OPEC, the average
of dependence on 0il as the mover of the country's economy was 92 percent.

Mexico, which is not a member of OPEC, is one 0il producing and exporting
country with which the organisation has a good relationship, according to
officials here, and the country's commitment to the broad policies,
initiatives and objectives of their organisation came in for high praise
during the last three days.

CSO: 3298/610




ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

AVATLABILITY, PRICE OF NATURAL GAS EXPECTED TO CHANGE

Piping Plans
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Mar 84 p 1
[Article by Jeff Hackett]

[Text] The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources is considering mounting
a pillot project to pipe cooking gas to homes by June.

Mr Patrick Manning, Energy and Natural Resources Minister, said yesterday
that if it was economically feasible, there was the possibility of ten (10)
million cubic feet of gas daily being piped to homes throughout the country.

The Minister was talking to the Press after the annual technical meeting of
the National Gas Company at its Frederick Street administrative offices.

He said that by "the middle of the year we will be addressing our attention
to the pilot project."”

Mr Manning added that there may not be any justification for the project
although he personally did not believe that this was the case.

He did not say where the pilot project would be mounted but stressed that
before the question of piping gas to homes could be undertaken it had to be
economically viable.

Pilot Project

The total quantity to be used by the public~~10 million cubic feet daily--
was small in comparison to total output which was 600 million cubic feet
daily of which 315 million cubic feet daily was sold to 37 industrial
customers.

Mr Manning also mentioned a pilot project to provide alternative fuel for
motor vehicles through the use of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG).



He said that "pretty soon" this project would be started.

It was the second time in the space of less than two months that the Minister
spoke about the CNG project.

Price Increases
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources may revise the whole
question of natural gas prices, Mr Patrick Manning, the Minister announced
yesterday.

Mr Manning, replying to a question at a Press conference following the
annual technical meeting of the National Gas Company (NGC) at its Frederick
Street administrative offices, said that Government does not subsidise the
price of natural gas,

He said:

"Amoco sells its (natural gas) at an economic price to the National Gas
Company and the National Gas Company sells gas to its customers."

He added that the Ministry would soon have to make a decision on "revising
the whole question of gas prices again and may well come up with a structure
that is different to that which exists today."

Before the Minister's announcement, Mr Hamil Legall, the NGC's chairman,
replying to a question, confirmed that the company was in fact a profitable
entity and anticipated a profit of $34 million for 1984.

Capital Structure

Mr Legall qualified this somewhat explaining that it would 'be difficult to
call that a profit" since "an appropriate capital structure' for the company
had to be worked out.

The Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission, (TTEC) was NGC's biggest
customer, buying 115 million cubic feet of gas daily.

There were seven large and 30 medium and small customers, the varilous
energy-related industries at Point Lisas being the bigger customers.

The Minister said that the new 30-inch gas pipeline from the Cassia fields,
35 miles off Point Galeota on the East Coast, should be in service by the
end of the third quarter of the year.

This would boost total capacity to one billion cubic feet daily.

Mr Manning pointed out earlier that 150 million cubic feet of gas was being
flared and this was "a significant improvement' and described the Flare Gas
Project at Amoco's Teak Field as the biggest and best conservation project

in the country.
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Production Shortfalls
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Mar 84 p 16

[Text] Round-the-clock operations by two plants manufacturing LPG cooking
gas are still failing to meet the demand of the gas-cooking public.

The situation became even more acute several weeks ago when the NP plant at
Blue River near the Caroni Swamp was flooded by a swollen Caroni River
following days of torrential rain.

Before that the plant, together with the Ramco plant in South Trinidad were
barely able to fill the requirement of public consumption. When the flood
struck it caused a halt in operations at Blue River which resulted in an
escalating backlog of orders.

Production of LPG cooking gas took a sharp dive last year following the
fire which wiped out the bottling plant on the Beetham Highway operated by
Consumer Gas Suppliers.

Shortly afterwards another manufacturer, the Neal and Massy subsidiary IGL,
shut down its plant at Aranguez resulting in a further cutback in LPG
production.

A spokesman for State-owned National Petroleum Marketing Company (NP) while
insisting that there was no real shortage of LPG cooking gas, admitted that
the plants, even though working 24 hours a day, were hard pressed to fill
orders.

Ray of Hope

Distributors on the other hand, are claiming that they are experiencing

great difficulty in getting their regular supplies and one dealer in the East
said his truck remained at Blue River from the night before so as to ensure
at least one shipment the following day.

"This means,'" added the dealer, "we cannot properly service our customers
and we're hearing about it."

One ray of hope at the end of the LPG tunnel is Consumer Gas Suppliers'
recent purchase of the abandoned IGL plant at Aranguez. It is understood
that the company has applied to the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources
for permission to reactivate the plant and resume bottling operations.
According to a well-placed source, permission is imminent.

CSO: 3298/610



ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

GOVERNMENT OPENS TALKS WITH TEXACO ON ISSUE OF EQUITY
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Mar 84 p 1
[Article by John Babb]

[Text] THE TRINIDAD and Tobago Government yesterday began negotiations with
Texaco which in the end could reshape the company's future role in the
country's economy.

Crux of the negotiations which opened at the Riverside Plaza, is the sale
of 75 per cent equity in the 275,000 barrels a day refinery at Pointe-a-
Pierre to the Government.

Texaco has already indicated that it is interested in retaining only 25 per
cent equity in the operations.

The Trinidad and Tobago negotiating team is led by Mr. Doddridge Alleyne,
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York.

Other members are Mr. Frank Barsotti, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Finance; Dr. Euric Bobb, Deputy Governor of the Central Bank; Mr. Trevor
Bhoopsingh, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy; Mr. Lenny Farfan,
Permanent Secretary, as well as representatives of the Attorney General's
Department and the Inland Revenue Department. Mr. Winston Connell is secre-
tary to the team.

Texaco's team is led by Mr. T. B. Leadows, vice-president of Texaco's Latin
America and West Africa divisions and a director of Texaco Trinidad Inc.

Other members are--Mr. M. J. Killien, general manager, manufacturing of Texaco
West Africa; Mr. D. E. Lygh, director, Planning Budget, Texaco Latin America/
West Africa; Mr. Carl Cabral, vice-president, Texaco Trinidad Inc.; Mr. R. C.
Dash, vice-president, Texaco Trinidad Inc.; and Mr. Ken Augier, vice-president,
Texaco Trinidad Inc.

In 1974, during the oil boom period, the Trinidad and Tobago Government made
a bid to own part of Textrin, but this was stoutly resisted by the company.
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But two years ago when the o0il industry sank into the doldrums, Textrin said
its operations had become uneconomical and subsequently offered the refinery
for sale to the Government.

Sometime later, the company said it was interested in retaining only 25 per
cent equity.

The Government looked around for a partner and had asked Amoco, but Amoco
said it was not interested.

Just over two months ago, Mr. Lloyd Austin, General Manager of Textrin, was
reported as estimating the book value of the refinery at (US) $126 million
or (TT) $302.4 million.

Since 1982, a five-man inter-ministerial team, headed by Labour Minister
Errol Mahabir, had been holding discussions with officials of Texaco as the
Government sought to lay the ground work for rationalisation of the industry.
At the close of yesterday's opening round of talks, held behind closed doors
at the Riverside Plaza, the leader of the Trinidad and Tobago team, Mr.
Alleyne, reported to Mr. Mahabir, the chairman of the inter-ministerial team.

The next round of talks is due to take place during the last week in April.

CsO: 3298/622
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ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

BRIEFS

TRINTOC-TEXACO TALKS--SAN FERNANDO: TRINIDAD and Tobago 0il Company Limited
(Trintoc) and Texaco are continuing discussions aimed at concluding an agree-
ment whereby the Pointe-a-Pierre refinery will rprocess crude oil to be im-
ported from Venezuela. The companies are due to meet later this week to con-
tinue discussions on the matter, said a Trintoc official. Trintoc is to im
port 20,000 barrels of crude a month from Venezuela, on behalf of Government
and arrangement is being made to process the oil at the Pointe-a-Pierre re-
finery. To date no order has been placed for the crude and according to a
Trintoc spokesman, orders will be placed as soon as the arrangement with
Texaco has been finalised. Meanwhile, the arrangement for Trintoc to send
37,000 barrels of crude daily to be processed at Pointe-a-Pierre is continu-
ing. According to Trintoc: '"We have sufficient oil to continue the arrange-
ment." With the supply of the Trintoc crude, Texaco's refinery, in addition
to Texaco's own crude, is running between 60,000 to 65,000 barrels throughput
daily. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Mar 84 p 6]

CsO: 3298/622
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS

BRIEFS

CARIBBEAN MEDICAL SCHOOL ASSIST--The St. George's University School of Med-
icine, now negotiating with the Barbados Government to maintain a permanent
campus in this country, is going to the aid of the University School of
Medicine in St. Lucia which has just folded. According to officials of the
St. George's University in New York, they have offered to help many of the
students "who have been left stranded" because of the unexpected closure.
Administrators of St. George's have reviewed the records of 127 students of
St. Lucia, and have offered to accept some of them as entering students and
to defer others subject to the satisfactory completion of the required
courses and interviews. They pointed out that none of the students would
lose the tuition fees they had paid to the University of St. Lucia whether
or not they continue at St. George's. Those students who decide not to con-
tinue their education would be reimbursed by the St. Lucia university. "Be-
cause of our pre-eminent role in foreign medical schools, St. George's be-
lieves it has an obligation to ensure that students, especially those in St.
Lucia, are not exploited,” an official said. The university in St. Lucia
opened its doors a year ago after receiving a charter from the John Compton
government. It is understood that the school ran into financial difficulties.
[Text] [Bridgetown THE WEEKEND NATION in English 9 Mar 84 p 15]

CSO: 3298/613
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COUNTRY SECTION

SHORTCOMINGS IN ECONOMIC, SOCIAL FABRIC ADDRESSED

U.Ss.

'Destructive' Values

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 5 Mar 84 p 5

[Excerpts])

. that

What js responsible :for the -
concepts that peapls have? Most

basically the answer is their
‘culture. This oulture incor-
porates tradition,- amang othsr

things. Foreign -inputs, we all

people to the
point that they forget their
culture and grasp strange gods
instead. . ~ .
People sometimes mistake
shadow for reality, a dangerous
mistake to make. It should be no
surprise to anyone to hear that
Bajans are over-reaching

themselves in any way, for the |

nation has fallen prey to the
blandishments of slectronic per-
suasion. Why should we not ex-
pect this when we are constantly
urged to “‘reach for more'?

f you persuade someone that
champagnae is better than mauby
and give that person a mauby
pocket how can you not expect
that gerson to have champagne
taste? Tastes are cultivated
things, and the process  of
cultivation can be seen and
heard every night and day.

NO MISTAKE

Let there be no mistake about
it. Barbados is obviously and con-
sclousl¥ courting the United
States. It is a crude courtship, for
there is'no doubt as to who is
seeking favours. There is ab-
solutely no sense in encouraging
a system which is irretrievably
bound up with destructive values
while at the same time lamenting
the people are
delmonsAtr:lgn these same
values. As “you
c:a‘:x't have me.ﬁm ytge
other".

S S—
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. So, if the minister can see the
hich is big n.n...ﬂ'm i
w ger. Dynasty,
}l;:d whole North l’An'lecll;lcan fast-

syndrome " is - champagne
taste, and this is what the p?:ople
are being fed all the time. If you

plant com you can't expect to :
reap okra.- What goes in must
come out.

- The whole pace and vibration

of life in this nation is cultivated '

toward leading the nation awa
from righteous values an
toward the temporary pleasures

_of self-gratification. It screems

advertisement to every ‘‘mafia
move’’ on the street.

WHOLE ‘HEAD'
-In an environment such as this,
righteousness is .seldom the
keynote for many. The whole

“head” as Trinidadians say,
behind pushing a fast pace of life

at us every day, from every alick

is that there is little room for in-

trospection in e fast life.
Some people are most comfor-
table with few, if any, seekers of
truth around, and therefore sup-
port the ‘‘champagne’ system,
which is a fitting imaga, for the

t s of the world which are !

symbolised by ‘‘champagne
taste’ are of as little reali
lasting quality as are the bubbles
in the drink itself. .

_This system is one which
downplays the true and lasting
values and instead supplies
humanity with a mixture of cor-
rupt values and false concepts
which dope the personality, turn-
ing it awaJ; from its true vision.
These are the international dope-
pushers, the people who support

encourage the systems we
have today, since these systems
are hostile to spirituality.

and -




Can we say that this country's government is setting a good cxample if we are
to be persuaded not to have champagne taste with mauby pockets? The Members
of Parliament are all very well provided for in terms of salaries and "perks".
Super-sophisticated cars are given to officials of the government to drive.

At the same time the nation is getting ready to "punch in another hole" for
the belt is tight already. We are seeing the construction of a $60 million
Central Bank building. 1Is this not 'champagne taste”? Are we not a "mauby"
country?

DOUBTFUL LOGIC

Som -which has always
been of doubtful logic to me is the

, belielf thgt’t thfu wﬁo si:rlve the
e must-always live in luxury

me those ‘whom they serve !

. often live hand to mouth. Some- '
one - seemns -to- have forgotten :
that politicians are the servants
of the people. Barbadians are

surely-very generous employers. |

Rise of New 'Elite'
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 5 Mar 84 p 13

[Article by Gordon Walters]

[Text]

‘those persons, who having

and .

.and_innovations, including the
“larger percentage of the popula; i

THERE is in our midst a ,

new elite. = -
This new group emerg- ,

|

‘ed after World War II. |

The seeds for its growth |
were planted in Barbados !
when the oppressed peo-
ple rose in rebellion:
against - the oppressive
dehumanising system in

1937; :

® When the Moyne Com: .
mission examined the

system, ‘and in their

report - 1938-39 made
recommendations to
transfer the system;

® When new ideas were in.
jected into the system through

asgisted with the war effort in
the United States, Canada and
Britain, were returning home;

® When the drastic litical
changes — selection of a new |
leadership, the introduction of
many sweeping social changes

extension of the franchise to a '

tion — were undertaken. .- X

Among the benefits, which ac-
crued -to the ordinary citizen,
were improvement in

15

“knowledge “and " develop their

. progress. - -

‘giﬁher educational qualifications
e

wages/salaries and working con- :
ditions;. provision of oppor- -
tunities for the worker ta repair,
extend, buy. or. build better
homes; and the establishment of
greater  facilities for higher
education which permitted an in-
creased number of persons to im-
prove themsélves and the quality
of their lives. S i

" "EDUCATION

It is the last of those changes
— the establishment of greater
educational facilities — which
provided the opportunities for
.more. people to . improve their

‘skills, and. offered the greatest
bhope for societal betterment and

Those educational oppor-
tunities, therefore, opened the
doors tp many. The acquisition of

ped many to obtain new jobs
to which were attached better
salaries and higher status. With
‘this upward mobility the new
elite was born. .
" The emergence of -this new-
elite_ has had some positive ef-:
fects on the society, and this is
quite visible. Many of these local- -
ly and regionally trained crafis-
men, technicians or profes-
sionals have the capacity to fill -
the many and _varied jobs!




available. Many ot them ate per-
forming their roles very satisfac-
torily and are making very
worthwhile'  or  outstanding
contributions to the society.
However, there are also some
visible negative effects which
glve grave cause for concern.
Many of these individuals who

belong to this new class — the .

new elite — seem (o see
themselves as belonging to a
surerior group of persons — a
ruling class.

They seem to think that it is

“below their dignity to do anything |

else, They look down on others as
inferiors. Many of them who arg
offered jobs in Government or
g;ivate business enterprises

come very disgruntled (often
quarrelsome) when they are ap-
pointed to jobs which they con-
sider to be at the lowest leve! and
unimportant. They become angry
over the salaries they receive
-even when their work load bears
no relation to those of perséns in
senior and more responsible
positions.

Taxpayers have often paid for
their education, but it is not these
persons’ intention to contribute
anything to those who financed
everything which led to their suc-
cess. They seem to see it as a
privilege and a right to extort the
maximum rewards for any task
which they perform. -

ATTITUDES

It is even more disturbing !
when one looks more closely at
their attitudes to the rest of the |
society. Many of them feel that !
the ordinary man is stupid. il-
literate, and easily deceived.
They also think that the ordinary
individual should not be able to
choose; make criticisms of their
behaviour; take any decisions
which will affect his life; think
for himself or make any
statements of any kind. They
believe they should have all
rights to act on his behalf. In-
dividuals should act without ob-
jecting to anything they are told
or ordered to do.

In short. this group of
autocrats seem ready to return
the rest of this society to slavery,
while they occupy the pasitions of
power, ‘wealth and authority.
This became quite evident when
8 group of these tyrants seized
power in Grenada. Their sup-
gorters worldwide — in Bar-

ados, in the West Indies, at the
United Nations — objected
strenuously to the rescue mission

-carried out to *'free’ the suffer-

ing people, the ordinary citizens,
in that besieged country.

The changes have been
dysfunctional. The new elite's at-
titudes are not geared to reliev-
ing the poverty, ignorance and |
hunger of those who educated '
them, but rather to oppress,
enslave and murder them.

Increase in Poverty

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12

[Text]

FORMER Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr. Cameron Tudor, told a
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
St. Lucy constituency meeting
yesterday that, except for a tiny
section of the society. Barba-
dians were now experiencing a
level of deprivation. and some. a
level of poverty. not seen since
the late 1950s and early 1960s.

He further told the meeting.
which was held at the Selah
Primary School. Crab Hill. that
pensioners on fixed incomes
were going short of food.

Mr. Tudor said: “*Children and
old people are now beﬁging in the
streets again while the Govern-
ment in reverting, or perhaps ad-
vancing to the most disgraceful
forms of landlordism, is littering
the roads of housing estates with
the dispossessed household items
of people. and before the televi-
sion cameras too.”

He added: *'I am old enough to

Mar 84 p 24
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remember when sugar planta-
imr]s went into chancery for debt
and when merchants in Roebuck”
Street and Swan Street  occa-
sionatly went into bankruptey.”

The so-called conservatives of
those days. he said. were white
preople. who., from their positions
in Government, shiclded their
awn  kind when misfortune
struck.

Continuing, he said: "These -
new conservatives, having vir-
tually destroyed the middle class,
are now mounting their own
fero~ious assault upon the lower
segments of the working popula-
tion.”

First. he said, they were taxing
the workers without conscience:
secondly they were jacking up
water, electricity anr‘} transport
costs, and thirdly, throwing them
out of work.

Lastly. the former MP for St.
Lucy said, the workers' in-




CS0:

3298/617

telligence and decency had been
insulted when they were told that
the country was worst when the
LP was in office.

Speaking on the subject, The
Politics of Fair Elections, Mr.:
Tudor said there seemed to be a
decision ‘entered upon by those
who knew 1o be silent about the
appalling realities facing the
country.

Nobody wished to speak out
and frankly say that Barbados
was in Trouble, he said.

*“Most people concede there is
a crisis. though Senator David
Seale speaks about-a precipice. 1
speak about an unmitigated
disaster,” Mr. Tudor said. :

He added that a country was

_not_governed by liquifying its

sovereignty to place foreign in-
terest of doubtful origins and
doubtful intentions. .
"You don't govern a country
by the impoverishment and.the
victimisation of its people.’ You
govern it by sharing-their anx- .
ieties, by listening to their
grievances and by treating pro-;
blems with candour, compassion, |
‘commonsense and consultation,”
Mr. Tudor said. ' C
“In that way.” he said. *“our
politics will lead us out of our-
troubles."* : :
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

DLP LEADER BARROW EXPOUNDS POSITION ON GRENADA

Consistency of Stand
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 23 Feb 84 p 1
[Article by Neville Martindale]

[Text] Opposition Leader Mr Errol Barrow has said there is no change in
his stand or that of the executive of the Democratic Labour Party (DLP),
on the Grenada situation as declared on the night of October 16 last year.

That view, he said, indicated support for any measures calculated to bring
the criminals to justice and called for immediate international action to
relieve the Grenadian people from the scourge of a Stalinist dictatorship.

Mr Barrow, in an exclusive interview with THE NATION yesterday said: "I was
specifically asked then by the interviewer of the Caribbean Broadcasting
Corporation (CBC) what was meant by international action.

"And T indicated that this could be only at the level at the United Nations
organisation, even though the track record of the United Nations in
settling disputes had not been particularly impressive. My words were:

'We still have to keep on trying.'"

The opposition leader, who returned from overseas on Monday night, was
reacting to criticisms of an article which he wrote in the Caribbean
Review dealing with the Grenada situation.

He said: "The gravamen of the criticism levelled appeared to indicate a
change in policy between the action of the parliamentary members of the

DLP who did not vote against the resolution introduced in the House of
Assembly by the Government on December 15, 1983, calling for endorsement
and/or ratification of the role that the Barbados Government played in the
Grenada operation, and the editorial written by me for the Caribbean Review."

Mr Barrow added: "At no time did the executive of the Democratic Labour
Party consider that a settlement of the problems should be a by-product of
the United States domestic or foreign policy or the result of a split
decision of the Caribbean Community.
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"The prime minister of Great Britain, the prime minister of Canada, and many
other Commonwealth leaders support my contention; and I support theirs that
the issues in Grenada could have been settled firstly by the people of Grenada
themselves; and secondly, and most importantly, without any militaristic
intervention by the United States."

He added: "I have no doubt that the Barbados Government found itself swept
along by the emotionalism prevailing at the time, but many questions should
have been asked, and many questions remain unanswered.

"We feel that the public has not been given all the information leading up
to the United States participation in these tragic events."

Mr Barrow observed that the Caribbean states did not intervene as fellow
partners, but more as camel drivers and attendants in a mule train which is
offensive to the dignity of the Caribbean peoples.

"Until we are given the whole truth," Mr Barrow said, "all thinking people
in the Caribbean must reserve the right to demand answers to the questions
that are agitating their minds."

Adams'Failure To Communicate
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 23 Feb 84 p 1

[Text] "At no time did Mr Adams (the Prime Minister) discuss the intended
invasion (of Grenada) with me."

So said Opposition leader Mr Errol Barrow yesterday.

"I should like to make it clear that at no time did Mr Adams discuss the
intended invasion with me which he need not do. But he should not give the
public the impression that he had any kind of discussion with me or that he
had discussed the matter with the prime minister of Trinidad and Tobago."

Mr Barrow said: "The point I was making in the editorial in Caribbean
Review was that even when one is going to war with an established enemy,
notice is given to the enemy of your intention to go to war."

The Opposition leader, who is a Royal Air Force veteran, added: "In the
instant case, President Ronald Reagan and the Caribbean leaders did not
even give notice to their colleagues in the Caribbean on whose support they
would eventually be calling.

"The resolution in the House of Assembly was not necessary because the deed
had already been done.

"If Mr Adams wanted to be democratic, he would have made sure that the House
was in session during the crisis instead of adjourning the House, having been

in recess for over three months for the whole period over which the interven-—
tion took place, Mr Barrow said.
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Reaction to BLP Criticism
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 23 Feb 84 p 1

[Text] There is nothing wrong in a Barbadian citizen reflecting on the
actions of the President of the United States.

This was indicated yesterday by Opposition Leader Mr Errol Barrow, in
reaction to certain criticism made recently by newly-elected chairman of
the Barbados Labour Party (BLP), Dr Richard Cheltenham.

Mr Barrow said he did not understand why Dr Cheltenham expected that because
Barbados enjoyed friendly relations with the United States that a Barbadian
citizen could not reflect on the President's actions,

Said Mr Barrow: "Before Mr Ronald Reagan was elected, I publicly expressed
the view that I could not support his policies. When he came here, I did
not meet him and if I were in the United States I could not vote for him."

Mr Barrow explained: "It does not mean that we do not like American people
because we don't 1like Mr Reagan's policies. I did not like Mr Richard
Nixon's policies either.

"I 1iked most of the Democratic presidents like the late President Johnson
and President Kennedy, and even President Carter."

Referring to Dr Cheltenham's remarks, in the release that the DLP on such
an important matter should have carefully discussed it before presenting what

was considered to be a unified stand that transcended partisan politics, Mr
Barrow said:

"The public ought to know precisely that the resolution was introduced with-
out notice, and debated on the same day without warning. Members of the DLP
had no opportunity to discuss the matter amongst themselves or with me.

"My views would not have changed, and furthermore, I was out of the island.”

CSO: 3298/602
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

FURTHER DETAILS ON FOREIGN SERVICE EXPANSION PLANS
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 22 Feb 84 p 1

[Text] Government says it will be increasing its staff in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs so as to implement the country's foreign policy during the
1983~87 Development Plan. :

The proposed increase will cover both professional and supporting staff
while steps will be taken to train Foreign Service Officers in areas relevant
to their profession.

During the plan the Government will be pursuing a foreign policy geared to
obtain political and economic benefits which best safeguard of advance the
national interest, security and prosperity of the country.

In order to achieve this, the Government explained, Barbados will work both
bilaterally and multilaterally with all countries, especially with fellow
developing states.

According to the Plan: "The aim of such cooperation is the promotion of
those international issues which are of particular interest for small
island developing states, particularly the procurement of resources for
development."

Government said that because of historical and geographicl realities the
focus of the diplomatic effort will be on Caricom, other regional institu-
tions and on fellow Commonwealth countries.

"While the main emphasis will be on economic development, Barbados will not
overlook its commitment to the advancement of concepts of morality and justice
in international affairs," the document noted.

Government will also be supporting measures aimed at promoting human rights
and self-determination.

Economic development and international justice best develop within a peaceful
climate and Barbados will encourage efforts aimed at eliminating conflict and
the potential causes of warfare.

Arrangements will be made for purchasing or leasing on a long term basis,
buildings for housing Government offices in New York and London.

Cs0: 3298/602 21




COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

DEVELOPMENT PLAN SETS INDUSTRIAL, OTHER GOALS FOR 1983-88

Industry Review

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 22 Feb 84 p 14

[Text] According to the 1983-88 Development Plan "the industrial sector
will have to continue to play a critical role in contributing toward
growth, employment and output of the economy" during the current plan period.

A review of the performance and problems of the industry sector indicates
that while the industrial sector of the island's economy performed creditably
over the last 12 years, basic problems still manifest themselves.

"Oone of these," states the review, "i{s the marked absence of any meaningful
domestic inter-sectoral linkages. Another is the absence of any basic raw
material industries, thus resulting in a very high import content of domestic
spending for both investment and consumption."

It points out that serious constraints have been placed on the industrialisa-
tion process since the agricultural sector "has failed to play the supportive
role required in an industrialising economy. In addition, high calibre local
entrepreneurship and technical dynamism, both necessary for sustained indus-
trialisation, are lacking.

ngufficient attention,' it says, "has not been paid to the correction of the

above constraints in previous plans as governments have, over the years,

been forced to concentrate on urgent and short-term problems confronting the

econoomy. However, these feature must be corrected if the economy is really
to experience meaningful economic development."

Therefore, future plans must of necessity tackle short-term and long-term
economic problems simultaneously.

The review states that during the 1970s development of the industrial
sector assured Barbados of a relatively diversified economic structure
on which to pursue meaningful development of the overall economy.

The plan says that in order to support a continued rise in living standards,

it will promote a strategic shift from "labour" intensive to "gkill" inten-
sive industries which can support higher incomes in a profitable environment.
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Main objectives on the industrial sector during the 1983-88 period are
expansion in production in the manufacturing sector through maximum utilisa-
tion of existing plants and the encouragement of new investments, particularly
in such areas as electronics, pharmaceuticals, chemical products and informa-
tion services.

Additional objectives will seek to broaden the base for foreign exchange
earnings from the production of manufactured goods for export markets; create
employment opportunities; encourage greater utilisation of indigenous raw
materials in manufacturing activity and thereby induce inter-sectoral
linkages; foster requisite skills to satisfy the requirements of industry,
and address the structural problems of industrial development.

"In light of the international economic recession and its effect on the
domestic econommy," the review continues, "during the first years of the plan,
the problems of generating employment opportunities in the industrial sector
through the implementation of measures designed to stimulate and foster
sectoral growth will be addressed.

"During the latter part of the plan period, it is expected that the economy
will have regained sufficienty buoyancy to permit Government to pay greater
attention to the structural problems affecting the economy."

One of Government's objectives, also, will be to increase its efforts to
provide greater motivation to the private sector to enable it to participate
on a wider basis in the process of industrial growth and to play a greater
role in the realisation of the growth targets.

It is planned to encourage greater cross-fertilisation between local commer-
cial enterprises and manufacturing industry and to formulate incentive schemes
to induce private sector organisations to invest in industrial production.

The vulnerability to which sugar and tourism are prone, said the review, has
emphasised the importance of the manufacturing sector "as the bedrock upon
which the domestic economy should be developed." 1In this connection, a
revised package of incentives will be developed to attract further investment
in the manufacturing sector.

Through the Industrial Development Corporation, Government will, during the
1983-88 development period seek to:

--create approximately 6 500 jobs in the manufacturing and data processing
sectors;

--stimulate real growth in manufacturing exports (excluding sugar and
molasses) by 14 percent annually, .and

--stimulate real output in the manuvfacturing sector by three percent per
annum.

To achieve these targets, the following mechanisms will be used:
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—-increased productivity and more effective utilisation of existing capacity;
--expansion of investment in existing production facilities;

~-new investment in non-traditional areas, particularly higher skill
activities compatible with domestic wage levels;

~~diversification of manufacturing activity with emphasis on export-oriented
industries; and

——1increased attention to skill and management and training requirements.

Constraints on increased production for local and export markets will be
addressed during the plan period. Included in these will be slow growth in
domestic savings and investment, limited access to extra-regional markets;
limited marketing capability and market intelligence; and shortage of skilled
manpower,

A conscious effort, it is said, will be made to motivate local and potential
investors to invest in industry. It is expected that this will include
procedural adjustment of the Export Credit and Insurance Guarantee Scheme
under the aegis of the Central Bank to facilitate access to funds; greater
encouragement of joint ventures between local investors and regional partners;
and measures designed to break down existing psychological barriers which
inhibit the release and development of entrepreneurship.

The IDC will direct its local promotion efforts at encouraging more local

entrepreneurs to start manufacturing ventures and at attracting a greater

diversity of manufacturing activities with emphasis on projects which have
greatest export potential.

In order to achieve its objectives, the IDC intends, among other things to
use more effectively the resources available through existing institutions
such as the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation, the Centre for
Industrial Development, the Canadian International Developmen Agency, the
Organisation of American States, and the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development.

Foreign Support
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 22 Feb 84 p 15
[Text] Although they did not make any pledges toward Barbados' $720
million Development Plan, several donor agencies have displayed keen

interest in specific projects, according to Minister of Energy Senator
Clyde Griffith.

“"There is some interest in the development programme,' explained the

minister, "but a lot of the efforts to finance the plan would have to be
pursued on a bilateral basis."
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Barbados went into the meeting of the World Bank's sponsored Caribbean Group
for Co-operation and Economic Development with a US$130 million gap between
the sums which have already been identified for the plan and what the country
needs. But when the meeting was concluded there were no solid pledges.

Senator Griffith, who led the Barbados delegation at the meeting, said that
unlike last year when Barbados met with the Group in Paris, the island this
year did not ask for balance of payments support but instead focused on
project financing support for the plan.

"For some of the projects in the Development Plan we have already identified
financing," Senator Griffith said. "The Caribbean Development Bank has
already indicated an interest in supporting some of the projects and some of
the donor agencies have expressed an interest in bilateral discussions within
the next year."

One of the major concerns which Barbados has at the moment the minister said,
was that the World Bank "wants to force Barbados to go to the commercial
market," to finance its development efforts.

"If that happens," Senator Griffith warned, "it would increase the debt
profile of the island, something the Government does not want to do.

The minister was specifically referring to the World Bank's proposal to
graduate Barbados and so make it eligible for development financing at lower
rates of interest.

"The World Bank wants to force Barbados to go to the commercial market at
a very early stage of the graduation programme and we have been fighting
that tooth and nail in the past. I believe we have been able to strike a
responsive cord. There has been some reaction in some quarters to the need
for flexibility in looking at the whole process of graduating for Barbados."

Aid to Small Businesses
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 22 Feb 84 p 15

[Text] Five commercial projects are to be undertaken by the Industrial
Development Corporation (IDC) during the current Development Plan.

The intention is to pursue these projects which, it is said, might have

"a significant developmental impact, but which have a low initial appeal to
the private sector. It is anticipated that when these projects reach
commercial viability, the private sector will be invited to share in the
equity."

Furniture, embroidery and tannery projects are currently being developed and
will be ready for implementation early in the plan period.




The furniture project should be completed by 1985/86 and will employ 15 to

20 persons initially. The project will comprise the installation of a timber
drying kiln to service the wooden furniture industry; provision of centrally
located common services; facilities for small local manufacturers; compre-
hensive training programmes to meet all the managerial and technical needs

of the furniture industry, and establishment of a furniture trading company
with responsibility for coordinating a programme of acquiring raw materials
and accessories.

The embroidery project, due for completion this year, will provide employ-
ment for 300 underemployed low income persons, using the cottage industry
system to produce quality embroidery for export. Equity will be offered to
the workers when the project is fully operational. It will be funded by
external capital.

The tannery project is expected to be completed at a cost of $7 000 and to
employ eight persons initially. Raw materials will be provided locally
from the by-products of the meat processing industry. Some 2 800 hides and

10 600 skins will be processed yearly. The project should lead to increased
incomes for local craftsmen and to some foreign exchange earnings.

Under the heading of Foreign Investment, the plan states that while Barbados
can expect to maintain or increase its current share of investment from
North America by capitalising on its geographicl proximity to the United
States and effectively exploiting the benefits provided under the Caribbean

Basiin Initiatives, efforts will be made to diversify foreign investment
sources.

n the Small Business sector, Government is said to recognise the important
role this has to play in the economic development of the country and will
therefore increase its support of the sector during the current plan period.
Objectives for the sector over the five-year period will be to:

—-develop a dynamic and viable sector;

--provide opportunities for people with small sums of money;

--participate meaningfully in the main stream of economic life in Barbados;
—-provide employment opportunities;

—-~develop indigenous technologies appropriate to the country;

--develop entrepreneurship; and

—-identify business opportunities and projects.

It is proposed to establish a Project Idea Centre, mainly to identify viable

projects. The Centre will work closely with support institutions to imple-
ment small projects.
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Training opportunities for the small business sector will be strengthened and
expanded and greater encouragement is to be given to this sector, particularly
those persons with new and practical business ideas.

Efforts are to be made to establish a Government Investment Trust to facil—
itate the financing of viable projects. Such a mechanism will provide assist-
ance to small businesses which do not normally qualify for funding from
financial institutions and provide local guarantees to cover unsecured
portions of loans from commercial or development banks.

The Trust is to be administered by the Barbados Development Bank which
will also be responsible for its loan portfolio. Initial size of the fund
is expected to be in the region of $2 million.

Short-term objectives have been set out for development of the handicraft
sector, and these are to:

—-consolidate the reorganisation of the sector;
--increase and sustain public awareness of the industry;

-~develop a cadre of skilled craftsmen as trainers for an accelerated
training programme;

——introduce new craft skills;

--stimulate interest in the formation of crafts cooperatives;

--expand marketing services:

—~implement measures to facilitate the procurement of raw materials, tools
and accessories by cottage production (where the items are available overseas
only).

Efforts will be directed toward increasing employment in the industry from
an estimated 550 at present to about 1 200 by 1988 and doubling national
production from $4 million to $8 million.

Efforts will also be made to increase total IDC annual sales by 50 percent
to $1.8 million and exports of local handicraft from $0.1 million to $0.7
million by 1988. It is expected that by the end of the plan period the

handicraft sector will supply 60 percent of the domestit market, leading to
foreign exchange savings of $9 million.

CSO: 3298/602
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

FOREIGN POLICY ASSESSED AT CHIEFS OF MISSIONS MEETING

Overall Policy Review
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 5 Mar 84 p 9
[Article by Eric Smith]

[Text] Barbados' diplomatic row with Trinidad and the growing importance of
consular representation will undoubtedly be some of the important points
1likely to be discussed when Barbados' Heads of Overseas Missions sit down
for discussions from today at the Dover Convention Centre.

The week-long session which will be presided over by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Louis Tull, is the first such meeting under his direction since
he took up the portfolio in 1981. He 18 scheduled to open the session with
a critical examination of the island's foreign affairs looking at areas of
success and failure.

This meeting will be welcomed not only by senior staff in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, but by Barbadians at all levels and political colours who
would want to know about the work which the missions have been doing.

Indeed, some political observers see this meeting as "a report to the nation"
since so little is heard of or known about what most of Barbados' overseas
missions are doing. Most of them tend to come into the spatlight only during
a crisis as was the case during last year's military intervention in Grenada,
in which Barbados played a leading role.

Indeed, this military action by one of the World's super powers, United States
of America, in association with some of its basin neighbours, has undoubtedly
had a negative effect on Barbados' standing in the world community, particul-
arly among the Third World and non-aligned nations. The role we played in
the intervention would certainly have placed a great deal of pressure on

most of our overseas missions.

It must be remembered that Barbados lost the important UN Security Seat as a
result of its action in Grenada and now seems set on losing the chance of
having one of its retired diplomats, Val McComie, as the logical choice for
the Secretary-Generalship of the Organisation of American States. What our
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Ambassador to Washington and the OAS, the Permanent Representative to the UN
and the Charge d'Affaires at the missions in Venezuela and Trinidad have to
say about Mr. McComie's chances of winning the coveted post would be most in-
teresting. There would most certainly have been a great deal of feedback in
the places from which they operate.

Perhaps, the point which could stir up the greatest interest would be the
diplomatic row between Barbados and Trinidad which followed the military
intervention, resulting in the Trinidad High Commissioner here, Dr. Basil
Pitt, being sent home and our man designate for the post, Mr. Raoul Harris,
still not yet in Port-in-Spain.

This has been a most unfortunate thing, since Barbados does need urgently
representation in Port-of-Spain as vital trade relations between the two
countries have hit rock bottom. Then, there has also been the matter of the
"passport issue" which, even if it had been enforced for quite sometime does
need clearing up and looking into at the highest level. High Commissioner
designate Harris, an able administrator and reportedly very capable in the

area of trade, will certainly have his hands full. When he does get to Port-
of-Spain.

Focus will surely be on Ambassador to the European Economic Community, Mr.
Oliver Jackman, a career diplomat and the most senior of all the heads of
overseas missions. A quiet and dedicated worker, Jackman has been doing an
excellent job in Brussels in negotiations leading up to the LOME III, being
worked out between the ACP and EEC nations. This occation will give Mr.
Jackman, perhaps the most easily accessible diplomat as far as the news media
is concerned, an opportunity to report on the LOME II successor talks and in-
deed all the other important bilateral areas he has been looking into.

Reports that Mr. Jackman will be retiring from the public service are also
expected to be confirmed at this meeting.

The appointment of a new High Commissioner in London is also expected to be
announced by weekend, where Minister-Counsellor, Harold Brewster, is acting
following the recall of Algy Symmonds, now a Permanent Secretary in the Min-
istry of Defence. This mission remains one of extreme importance if only
because of the large number of Barbadians resident in the United Kingdom and
the many problems they have been encountering. Indeed, if what the leaders

of the various Barbadian associations in Britain have been saying during

their visits here is true, then it is crucial that we have a High Commissioner
there as soon as possible.

Despite plans to set up Embassies in areas designated as of growing importance,
it is most unlikely that Government will go ahead with such efforts in light
of its current financial situation. There is also the need to consolidate on
the missions already established as opposed to opening new ones.

However, what could very well be questioned is the apparent downgrading of the

mission in Caracas. While the public may not be privy to what plans the
Foreign Ministry might have for Latin America, it is becoming extremely
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important for Barbados to have a strong and permanent presence in that hemi-
sphere. The growing ties between Barbados and Venezuela Colombia and Brazil
i1s testimony to this importance.

These people who have been watching relations between Barbados and its Latin
American friends would not have forgotten that two years ago, relations
between them soured when Barbados openly supported Britain against Argentina
in the Falklands (Malvinas) war.

It must be remembered the Latins have always held a very strong position
against intervention by what they consider "Imperial countries" and saw
Britain's role in the Falklands as that of a neo-colonialist, and Barbados
as a backer of such a position.

Although relations between Barbados and the Latins healed after the Falklands,
this country's role in Grenada must have placed it in an awkward position with
those nations of the Southern hemisphere.

In less contentious areas, the role Barbados' Foreign Missions have been play-
ing in the areas of foreign trade and tourism should be one of the areas of
great interest during this week's deliberations. The papers to be presented
by the Ministry of Trade and Tourism along with the Export Promotion Corpor-
ation and the Board of Tourism are going to be rather important.

One would indeed hope that the Foreign Minister and his Overseas Heads of Mis-
sions find the time to meet with the heads of the various private sector
bodies involved in export trade and tourism.

Undoubtedly, in these areas of trade and tourism, the aqpointment of a strong
cadre of honorary consuls to supplement the work of our Ambassadors and Con-
suls General is going to become increasingly more important.

A clear example would be with the United States, where there is a tremendous
market for our products and for attracting tourists, but where our fulltime
diplomatic representation is too small and concentrated mainly in Washington.
To service areas of growing importance such as Atlanta, Texas (Austin) Florida
and many other areas along the eastern seaboard. The same thing applies to
Canada where we need a stronger presence.

One of the areas which I may criticise, and perhaps this is out of ignorance
since we are not informed as to what has been happening there, is our United
Nations mission. I am wondering whether from this mission, where we would
have a chance to negotiate with those countries on directions from the Foreign
Ministry which do not have an accredited diplomat here or we in their country,
as to whether more opportunities in trade, tourism and education and other
areas could not be explored.

Indeed, from our friends in the Non-Aligned Movement we would expect our mis-

sion at the UN to get a lot more for us. Mr. Tull might very well elucidate
on this today or sometime during the week.
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Call for Talks With Trinidad
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 11 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] Foreign Minister Louis Tull has called for more bi-lateral talks
between Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago to discuss areas of further co-
operation.

Mr. Tull told a news conference there were still some outstanding areas in
the memorandum of understanding between the two countries, that needed to be
followed through.

Among these are cooperation in the field of health, and in the field of post
secondary education.

"I think high powered delegations from the two countries ought to get down
and discuss these and other areas,' Mr. Tull said.

"We thought about that and felt that perhaps we should reactivate bilateral
exchanges between the two Governments," Mr. Tull stated.

Relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados became strained last Octo-
ber following differences arising out of the United States-led multinational
invasion of Grenada.

Tull on Cuba
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] BARBADOS will not be seeking to break off its current "proper" rela-
tions with Cuba on account of developments in the post Grenada intervention
period.

This was made clear by Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Louis Tull, at a
Press conference on Saturday. He told newsmen that any Barbadian attempt to
do such would be at this country's peril.

Mr. Tull said that there was a feeling that as a result of what happened in
Grenada last year and the discoveries in the post intervention period, Bar-
bados '"should keep Cuba at bay and have little or nothing to do with her.

"I don't agree with that view," the minister said.

"Cuba is a paramount power in the Caribbean and we can ignore its presence in
the Caribbean at our peril," he said.

Mr. Tull added: "I would not recommend that relations with Cuba should come
to an end or should be downgraded because it is important for us to impress
on Cuba that we have different political and ideological orientations and
that our values and our goals are different from theirs and that they should
respect ours in a way in which we will have to respect theirs."
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Mr. Tull said that only with discussion and contact would the two countries
be able to have better understanding of each other.

Tull on OECS Links
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Mar 84 p 24

[Text] MINISTER of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Louis Tull, has said that Barbados
is not seeking a formal association with the Organisation of Eastern Carib-
bean States (OECS).

"It would be presumptuous of Barbados to seek to impose itself on that organ-
isation," Mr. Tull said.

Barbados has moved closer to the OECS 'through pressure of circumstances" the
Foreign Affairs Minister said, adding: '"We are at the moment enjoying a rela-
tionship that is so close to ideal that it frightens me".

"Barbados will for the future maintain its close ties with the Eastern Carib-
bean States because we have a lot in common," Mr Tull said, "and we should
seek from our close association to maximise a number of benefits."

He said that the concept of Barbados joining with those countries to estab-
lish a regional defence force is 'to give us the capability to deal with

domestic problems such as domestic insurrection or assault on our individual
countries by mercenaries or adventurers."

Cso: 3298/615
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

MEDICAL GROUP MAINTAINS OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS

Criticism of Medical School

Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] BAMP has completely rejected Government's contention that the St.
George's medical school could fill a vacuum in medical training should the
University of the West Indies (UWI) break up.

This was stressed by Vice Dean of the UWI Medical Faculty, Professor E. R.
Walrond, during a press conference held yesterday. He said he hoped the
Barbados Government would do everything in its power, "as it has in the
past," to see the University remain, since a regional facility was more con-
ducive to a high standard of medical school than a small island one alone.

But Professor Walrond's chief concern was the Prime Minister's statement as
to what he saw the future as being should the UWI cease to function.

"I am a little disturbed by the solution of placing medical training in the
hands of foreign commerce." The St. George's school he said, was a foreign
company, and was there to make money like" any dry goods store or other busi-
ness. '"And the day that the profits are not good enough, they will get up and
go."

This was unless they had '"a strangle-hold on the country", he said, "in which
case they would dictate to Government their terms'". Medical training, he said,
was something that should not be "contracted out" to people, especially those
whose main business is to train people for a completely different system, for
a completely different culture.'

"How you could expect to meet the health care needs for Barbados within the
system that you project by training them for another system, really makes
the mind boggle."
Health Service Objections
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 1
[Text] In a recent meeting held by the Barbados Association of Medical Prac-~

titioners (BAMP) the concensus coming from members was they would not accept
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Government's current position in the negotiations of the National Health Ser-
vice (NHS).

This was stated yesterday by Vice Dean of the University of the West Indies
(UWI) Medical Faculty, Professor E. R. Walrond, who said members at that
meeting were '"quite adamant' in their stand.

Professor Walrond, who is one of four members of the negotiating team for the
talks on the NHS, said, "We cannot, as the negotiating committee, agree to
something the members would not accept."

He continued, "We hope, of course, that talks can continue, and that at our
next meeting, to be held later this month, we can present something that will
be acceptable to them (the membership)."

Professor Walrond, who was speaking at a Press conference along with presi-
dent of BAMP, Dr. Michael Hoyos, also a member of the negotiating team, noted
that the recent meeting was well attended. He said the next meeting, set

for later this month, will be the Association's annual general meeting.

Professor Walrond noted that the Association was seeking to negotiate a set-
tlement on behalf of its members, simflar to the work of a trade union, and

he stressed, "It is the members in the end who will have to decide if they
will accept such a contract or not."

CSO: 3298/618
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

PARLIAMENT DEBATES FUNDS NEEDED FOR EXPORT PROMOTION
St John Resolution
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 10

[Text] Government is injecting more funds into the Export Promotion Corpor-
ation to allow the EPC to render assistance to exporters who want to sell their
goods outside of the Caricom area.

Minister of Trade and Industry, Bernard St. John moved a Resolution in the
House of Assembly yesterday for a supplementary vote of $75 000 for the EPC
and told the House that it was anticipated that next financial year "a very
substantial increase in the Appropriations Bill for the Export Promotion
Corporation will take place."

The Trade Minister said that the EPC has been endeavouring to encourage a
tremendous amount of market research in new areas and it was therefore neces-
sary to have the supplementary vote.

Mr. St. John recalled that last year around Estimates time it was agreed that
the EPC would canvass with manufacturers the possibility of having a levy on
exports for the purpose of co-financing with Government help, the cost of ex-
port promotion.

He said the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation (CFTC) has dome a

review of co-financing efforts by a large number of Export Promotion Corpor-
ations all over the world.

He added, however, that at the present moment the general view was that in

the context of the Caribbean a levy on exports might not be the most appropri~
ate method of providing that proportion of funds to the EPC which should

come from manufacturers.

Mr. St. John said Government would like to see a small levy on inter-regional
trade to allow the EPC Secretariat and the Caricom instruments to be self-
financing, in the same way the European Economic Community has done. He
noted that the Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) was also
looking at this.

35




The Trade Minister said that while these opinions were being canvassed it was
necessary to ensure that the EPC was adequately funded.

He told the House that Government's view was that the mere provision of funds
was not going to translate the opportunities under the new access provisions
of the Caribbean Basin Initiative into practical reality.

Mr. St. John stated that Government might negotiate favourable agreements at
the local level but more was needed in addition to governmental efforts.

He said there must be adequate marketing expertise and our productive capacity
must be pitched to the system in operation.

Mr. St. John told the House that the EPC had 10 applications for assistance
to manufacturers outstanding and the money voted yesterday was for this.

Trading Problems
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 10

[Text] With trade problems in the Caribbean still unresolved Trade and Indus-
try Minister, Bernard St. John, has appealed to "all and sundry" to conduct
their affairs in a non-competitive method.

"We should conduct our affairs in a civilised approach. Gone are the days
when abuse and threats and tactics of that kind can bully anybody," he said.

The Trade and Industry Minister was winding up debate in the House of Assembly
on a supplementary vote of $75 000 for the Export Promotion Corporation.

"However justified we may be in our minds that we are worth a million, that
would be useless if we cannot get anybody to agree that we are worth that,"
the Minister said.

Turning specifically to the trading problems being experienced by this country,
he said that Barbados was not a country that produced cheap goods.

"We have to produce goods of quality, we have to look for that niche in the
market for good quality goods," he urged.

Reacting to a suggestion by Opposition MP, Branford Taitt, that the trade prob-
lems between this island and Trinidad had to do with the political director-
ate of the two countries, Mr. St. John said the issues to be resolved in
Caricom had nothing to do with these two countries.

He said it was recognised that if these two countries were to survive they
had to work together because their economies were interlocked.

He said the Treaty of Chaguaramas--the Treaty establishing Caricom--never
realised that there would be two More ‘eveloped Countries reaching such a

perilous economic state. (He was referring to Jamaica and Guyana).
o
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Need for Extra-Regional Markets
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in Engiish 7 Mar 84 p 10

[Text] One unintended consequence of the difficulties Caricom has been ex-
periencing recently is that local manufacturers would be forced to adapt to
the requirements of the extra-regional market.

This has been stated by Minister of Agriculture,VDr. Richard Cheltenham, a
former Chairman of the Barbados Industrial Development Corporation.

"Government has been emphasising for a long time that more and more manu-
facturers in Barbados should gear themselves to the extra-regional market",
Dr. Cheltenham said.

He added that while the Trinidad market was available to local manufacturers
they were not investing seriously in going extra-regional.

"The extra-regional market is not an easy market but at the same time it is
not impossible," Dr. Cheltenham said.

He pointed out that what was needed was a spirit of adventure and a careful
study of the requirements in those markets.

He said there were distributors in the United States that would be content
with nothing less than thousands of dozens of any one manufactured product,
and equally there would be some who would be content with one hundred.

He noted that the U.S. was a market where you could get the most expensive
and highest quality goods, but it was also a market where you got the
shoddiest and cheapest goods.

Dr. Cheltenham reacted to a comment from Opposition MP, Branford Taitt, that
the IDC had not fulfilled the goals it had set itself in its four-year De-
velopment Plan published in 1975.

He sald that a firm of consultants who undertook a study of the IDC reported
that manufacture out-performed every other sector in the 1970's and performed
above the national average.

Dr. Cheltenham was of the view that not enough money was being spent on export
promotion and said he was glad that a supplementary vote was being sought.

Taitt Disagreement
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 10

[Text] Opposition MP, Branford Taitt has charged that a lot of misinformation
was being promulgated, mostly from government agencies, which suggested that
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Barbados has been doing extremely well and was poised to take advantage of
great export opportunities outside of the region.

"I think that we would be a lot better off 1if we would deal with the reality
of our infrastructural situation,' he suggested.

The St. Michael West MP was speaking as the House of Assembly moved into Com-
mittee of Supply on a supplementary vote of $75 000 for the Export Promotion
Corporation.

"Although there are a number of opportunities knocking at the door for Third
Country exports the plain truth is that in terms of capacity Barbados is still
not in a position to take substantial advantage of these opportunities,' Mr.
Taitt said.

The Opposition spokesman on Trade said that the people of the Caribbean would
not reach the quality of 1life '"which all of us anticipate and hope for" if
exports from the region were not increased to a significant level.

He was of the view that Barbados could be in a position where it was not the
victim of every single movement of the international community.

He felt that if Barbados operated at a certain qualitative level--a level of
unemployment that would go no lower than 5, 6 or 7 per cent would be ensured.

Mr. Taitt maintained that Barbados, despite some 15 years of examination and
constant shifting and searching for wide policy, was still too far behind in
its ability to tap extra-regional markets.

"What is required is a realistic appraisal of the performance of the manu-
facturing sector over the last five years,'" Mr. Taitt suggested.

He said that Barbados had not reached the goals set out in its four-year In-
dustrial Development Plan put forward in 1975 and the basic reason for this
was a fallure at the export level.

Implications for Labor
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 10

[Text] Deputy Opposition Leader, Erskine Sandiford, is concerned about 'the
kind of example Government was setting for the labour force in this country."

He said that 1f this continued the country would not be able to gain the kind
of export markets being sought (outside of the region) because there would be
a dissatisfied labour force.

“"We have got to ensure that Government sets an example in labour relations,"
the St. Michael South MP said.
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Mr. Sandiford was speaking on a Resolution to grant a supplementary vote of
$75 000 to the Export Promotion Corporation to enable the EPC to assist local
manufacturers in tapping extra-regional markets.

He reacted to Government backbencher, Aaron Truss, who was full of praise for
the work being done by Minister of Trade, Bernard St. John.

He said that Mr. Truss obviously misunderstands the mood of this country and
the problems being faced.

Mr. Sandiford pointed out that Barbados was in dire straights and this was
not the time for MPs, whether in Government or Opposition, to be massaging
the ego of any particular Minister or MP.

"This is not some kind of esoteric subject that we are dealing with. We are
dealing with the problems which the worker from St. Lucy, St. Philip, St.
John and St. Michael South face in this country. We are dealing with prob-
lems not only of export but the question of employment, because the reason we

are exporting is:to earn foreign exchange so that we may be able to import,"
he said.

CSO: 3298/616
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS

BOND ISSUE, PART OF SUGAR PRICE SUPPORT EFFORT, READY
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 24 Feb 84 p 1

[Text] The Barbados Sugar Industry Limited (BSIL) will launch its second
Bond Issue of Bds$10 million next Monday as part of its Sugar Price Support
Scheme.

The Bond Issue will be offered in two series and will seek to bring much
needed capital into the industry, which has been losing steam recently as
a major foreign exchange earner for the island.

The Sugar Price Support Scheme was announced late last year by Minister of
Agriculture Dr Richard Cheltenham and was part of an effort to revive the
faltering industry.

Mr Grenville Phillips of Colybrand Company Services Limited, the Bond Issue
agents, said, "Although there will be $10 million in new bonds, it will not
necessarily be $10 million of new money being taken out of the economy at
this time."

He noted that part of the proceeds from the new issue will be used to
redeem a previous issue of Sugar Industry Bonds which was released in 1982.

Mr Phillips outlined how the two series will work. Series 'C' will be issued
as 10 1/4 percent taxable bonds, redeemable at par between 1987 and 1990,
while the other series, 'D' will be issued at 7 1/4 percent tax-free bonds,
redeemable between 1987 and 1988.

In 1982 Covernment came to the rescue of the industry with the price support
scheme which strengthened the financial position of the sector following a

near collapse that included near bankruptcy of some estates.

A soft loan of $20 million was made available to the industry and the scheme
sought to bring about a reversal in the sector.

Barbados is expected to produce some 100 000 tonnes of sugar this year as
efforts continue to revive the industry.

CSO: 3298/603
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CHELTENHAM SIGNS SUGAR-ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH FAO
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 6 Mar 84 p 19

[Text] AN agreement for US $61 000 from the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) for technical assistance for the sugar industry was signed yesterday by
Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Johnny Cheltenham, and the new FAO representative
in Barbados, Mr. Frederick Zenny.

Owing to this FAO agreement, Mr. David West, a qualified and experienced
Barbadian who is living abroad, will return home again to assist in develop-
ing the agricultural sector.

Mr. West, who is an agricultural consultant, has worked with the World Bank,
and is now employed as a sugar technologist consultant with Hawker Siddley,
manufacturers of agricultural equipment.

Mr. West was the sugar technologist consultant who was appointed by the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to work on the Cane Separ-
ation Project several years ago.

After signing the agreement, Dr. Cheltenham said it was specifically for tech-
nical assistance for the sugar industry, and would be jointly undertaken by
technicians of the Barbados Sugar Industry Limited and the consultant Mr. ,
West.

The minister said the objects were to provide technical and managerial oper-
ations assistance to the sugar factories in Barbados, and provide in-service
training for junior technologists and operations personnel.

The main areas of activity, he said, are to:

~--Identify all managerial and technical problems related to sugar factories
operations in Barbados;

--Assist in supervision, development and upgrading of all processing oper-
ations, such as milling, clarification, evaporation, crystallisation and
separation in sugar factories with a view to maintaining product quality and
operational efficiency.




-~Provide in-service training on the job, and technical and operational per-
sonnel and laboratory staff doing sampling and analysis of cane sugar products
and by-products; and

——Assist in the preparation of weekly reports showing cane ground, sugar manu-
factured, mill and boiling house performance.

Dr. Cheltenham said that for a considerable period of time in its history,
sugar was the mainstay of the Barbados economy until in the 1960s, the industry
ceded its status to tourism's influence.

He noted that it was important to maximise the efficiency of the industry,
particularly bearing in mind that Barbados was regarded as a high sugar cane
producer.

The minister regarded the continuing assistance provided by the FAO to be of
"inestimable value' not only to BSIL, but to the nation as a whole.

Mr. Zenny, who succeeds Mr. Giovanni Tedesco, who left Barbados a few months
ago, said it was his intention to be always responsive to requests as much as

FAO's resources would permit, in Barbados' efforts to develop 1its agricultural
sector.

CSO: 3298/616
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TRANSPORTATION COSTS ASSESSED BY ADAMS, OPPOSITION
Concern Over Subsidies

Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Tom Adams has said his Minis-
try was concerned at the level of subsidies at the state-owned Transport
Board.

And he has promised that the coming estimates will not see so large a subsidy
allocated to that body.

Mr. Adams was speaking in the House of Assembly yesterday during a debate on
a $3 million supplementary provision to the Board which has come under in-
creasing pressure for its inefficient bus service to the public.

Most of the $3 million will go to National Insurance and PAYE arrears.

Mr. Adams said that earlier in the financial year a subsidy of $10 million
had been given to the board. The wage bill which was $1 million has since been
increased to $4 million.

In explaining some of the losses of the board Mr. Adams said that it provided
a free travel for people over 65 years and that had cost the board $1.6 million
annually.

Furthermore he stated that the subsidised school bus fare amounted to $1.9
million annually, and for those policemen who travelled free this was costing
the board $400 000.

He promised that the Government was going to increase the votes to cover these
costs, and it was going to pay them in full to the board.

In this way, Mr. Adams pointed out, Government will be able to have a fair
estimate of what was the true subsidity.

He said that as countries become more industrialised there was a need for pub-

lic transportation, and there was a tendency for public transportation to be-
come uneconomic.
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He said too that the board was doing its best at the moment.

The Prime Minister said Government had been fighting against the board's in-
creasing its subsidy since 1979 but it was the price the country had to pay
for the new commercialisation in the country.

Meantime deputy Prime Minister Bernard St. John has said that every time
there is a wage increase for employees at the Transport Board, someone had to
pay for 1it.

Mr. St. John told the House that the money will either have to come from an
increase in bus fare or from a subsidy.

Mr. St. John said that the cost of wages was an important component of the
transport system but stated that Barbados still had the finest fleet of
buses in the Caribbean.

He said in relation to the problems at the board that there had been a large
fleet of unsuitable equipment referring specifically to the Seddon Diesels.
These have since been replaced.

However, he stated that Cabinet had agreed that the board's fleet will be
made up of Leylands and Mercedes Benz.

He noted also that in the last year or so the quality of buses had been at
its highest stage.

Taitt Criticism
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] The problem-ridden Transport Board was the target of Opposition
criticism yesterday when the House of Assembly discussed a supplementary pro-
vision for $3 million to meet the board's commitment and anticipated expen-
diture.

Opposition MP Branford Taitt said that between 1976 and the time of the

last Minister, $25 million had gone down the drain at the board whose service
he said had been inept and which was disrupting the social 1lives of the pub-
lic.

Mr. Taitt said that the cry had gone from Checker Hall, Pie Corner, Horse
Hill, Belleplaine and Ruby, for a better bus service.

Added to this the St. Michael West MP said he had heard complaints raised
on local radio call-in programmes that on some days schoolchildren had left
home as early as 6 a.m. and reached school at 10 a.m., whereas some days
they did not reach school.

b4



He said that a succession of Ministers had each promised an improved service,
and stated that the only time there appeared to have been movement at the
board was during the time of the member for St. Michael East, Dr. Don Black-
man is the Parliamentary representative for that constituency.

Mr. Taitt also queried the necessity of giving another subsidy to the board
when the estimates were due later this month.

He charged that the poor bus. service had caused industrial development in the
country to suffer.

CsO: 3298/616
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FIVE-YEAR PLAN SETS FORTH OBJECTIVES FOR DEFENSE FORCE

Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Mar 84 p 12

[Text]

TOP priority will be accorded the
continued trainmg of all Bar-
bados Defence Force personne!
in military - end coast - guard
duties in order to maintain an ef-
ficient and professional force.

This training ts one of the main

. abjectives set out for the force
i over the next five years. =~ _

Other objectives are partici-
pation in the -new Regional
Security System: establishment

| of the National Youth Service at

: the St. Lucy base: consolidation
of the Cadet Force expansion,
and completion of several
renovation and construction pro-
grammes and the equipment pur-
chasing programme.

In the area of tralning. ft.is
proposed that further use of
overseas courses in all aspects of
training be made. togother with
the expansion of the force train-
ing team. :

At St. Ann's Fort,. says the
plan, emphasis will be placed on

[
the completion of: severa! pro-
jects. These includé restoration
of the iron barracks, completion
of a ration store, gymnasium, and
the officers’ mess rooms. Expan-
sion of the kitchen and dining
hall and the renovation of the
“West India Barracks will also be
completed. - coee
At Paragon.’ efforts will be"
directed at developing the Old
Paragon House complex into an
airport security base and as a
military training depot.
DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS

The Central Emergency Relief
Organisation, during the plan
‘perio@. - will concentrate: on

f
gﬁildmg designs; improved com-

munications; training: communi-
ty education and paerticipdtion,
and revision and improvement of
arrangements for the Emergency
Operations Centre.

Noting that those ysually most
‘afflicted by a disaster are the
poor, the plan stafes that it is
proposed to maintain, under the
supervision of the MWelfare
Department, adequate stocks of
blankets, beds, feeding utensils.
lanterns and torch Jights. among
other things’ during the hur-
ricane season. )
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* foster the development of Bar.

for international business com-

‘and economic beneflits which

It is also proposed to acquire
an emergency tender, capable of
being used in various types of
disasters — from inckini-u an
aircraft which has cras og to
cutting victims out of an
automobilé accident. This unit
will be allocated to the Fire Ser-
vice. S i

_SERVICES

The plan says the overall ob-:
jective of the Government is to

bados as a leading service centre

panies, offshore banks. captive
insurance companies and
registration of shipping. |

It is expected that the resulting
economic activity ~will make
significant contributions to
employment creation and {oreign
exchange earnings. the plan
states

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

During the plan period
1983/88 Government says it will
pursue a foreign policy that is
geared toward ohtaining political

best safeguard or advance the
national interest, security and
prosperity of Barbados.

In order to achieve its objec- '
tive, Barbados will work both
bilaterally and multi-laterally
with all countries. especially
with fellow developing states.

The aim of such cooperation is
the promotion of those interna- !
tional issues which are of parti-
cular interest for small develop-
ing states, particularly the pro-
curement of resources for
development.

*Bacause of historical
goographical realities.' states
the plan, “the focus of the
diplomatic effort will be on
CRRICOM, other regional institu-
tions and on fellow Com.
monwealth countries *

It adds that while the main em-
phasis  will be on economic

and

=
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potential causes of warfare. V

development, Barbados will not
overlook its commitment 1o the

advancement of concepts of

morality and justice in interna-
tional affairs.

It will also support measures |
aimed at promoting human rights
and sel{-determination.

Economic development and in-
ternational fustice, it notes, best
develop within a peaceful
climate. Hence, Barbados will -
encourage efforts aimed at*
eliminating conflict and the

Both professional and support-
ing staff in the ~Ministry ‘of .
Foreign Affairs will be increesed
during the plan period. -

Arrangements will be mad
for purchasing or leasing on
long-term basis, /buildings * {i
housing Government offices’ ln
New York and London. Office ac-
commodation will also be pur-
chased or leased for the - newly -|
established resident high: com- |
mission in Port-of Spam “Trini s

RICRY I ST\ R !..AK.’.L_‘&_* —_—

dad. ; '%

MR
N

5 T
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TECHNOLOGY 3

1
The plan says ‘thet the for- “

mulation of a comprehensive na- 3’

tional policy on science and
technology is a priority and will -

engage the attention of Govern- /-

ment early in the plan period.
Government intends that the

National Council for Science and *

Technology should seek full *

membership in the Caribbean ¢

RERSe)

LD

Council of Science and Techno-
logy and the local council will be

restructured during the plan
period. ' ’

To support the activity of the
council, Government will provide
financing for its work and will
also seek grant funds as a spur to
encourage private research and
development.

Total capital expendxture on
other public sector programmes
is estimated at $63.7 million.
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FARIA QUITS MONALI, CITES DIFFERENCES ON ISSUES

Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Mar 84 p 10

[Text]

" Citing “‘dee litical
differences” nr;ldpgalling
it an “irrevelant sect” a
former top ranking of-
ficial of the small but
vocal local political
organisation, the
"Movement for National
Liberation (MONALD),
has split from it.

Journalist Norman
Faria, who had submitted
his resignation from the
Movement's Political
Bureau and Central

Committee before he-

finally broke with it
altogether, said he was
leaving the leftist group
in  “frustration =~ and
disgust.” He was also its
Publications * Secretary.

Faria argued that the
organisation was not
building “mature links"
- with the working class
and the people of Bar-
bados.

“We were not winning
over politically stable,
class conscious older

workers nor did the un-
democratic clique who
came to control the
organisation have .any
interest in doing so.
Instead of developing into

a sound uilding
organisation for the
alternative party,

MONALI, or what is left
of it after the departure of
several other members,
has in reality
degenerated into an
- “velant sect,” said
Fai1a who while he was a
Political Bureau member
had represented the
group at several public
functions overseas.
When pressed * to
elaborate on his claim
that the group was being
run  undemocratically,
Faria said that it was
‘riddled with double
standards with one set of
rules for a certain clique
within it and another for
other comrades."” He said
that the . organisation’s
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planning meetings were
not run in a democratic
manner and that he had to
submit his resignations
from the leading bodies in
protest. :
Faria also reveale

that he had differences,
“going back several
years,” with the group's
stand on the “burning
issue’’ of racial politics in
the island.

" *‘The Movement has an
incorrect position on the
issue. The clique simmy
refused to learn from the
lessons and stands of the
democratic movement all
over the world on this
issue — that is to fight
tirelessly for a multi
racial society, The
Movement’s position is
opportunist and does not
serve to advance the
interests of all
democratic minded
Barbadians in a healthy
way. Indeed, despite its
declared aim to combat
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racial bigotry, the

. Movement'’s tﬂosmohs, at

least as mouthed by some

" of its sKokespersons, is
y

essentially intolerant in
this respect and un-
doubtediy
many decent minded

, comrades within it and
. Barbadians in general,”

said Faria.

On the question of last
October’s Grenada events
and where he stood on the
matter, Faria explained
that he was unable to win
over enough support in
the Political Bureau for
the Movement to publicly
dissociate itself from
“Coard and the political
hyenas” and defend

. “‘comrade Maurice",
Faria added that he
continued to condemn the
“‘invasion and occupation
-of Grenada by U.S. im-
- perialism.”

When pressed to state
where he now stood
ipolitically. Faria, who
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embarasses -

last year was forcibly
ejected from a press
conference held in

"Barbados by, former

Grenada Prime Minister
Sir Eric Gairy, said that
he remained ‘‘a socialist
committed to democracy,
peace and justice".

Faria has also resigned

from another local
organisation, the
Southern Africa

Liberation Committee
(SALC). As a researcher
with the SALC ke
authored two pamphlets:
*‘Space Research Cor-.
poration — How :a
Transnational Munitions
Company used w West
Indies government .to
Test Artillery| Shells for
the South African Armed
Forces' and ‘‘Sports ‘and
Apartheid — Caribbean
Sports People and the
Boycott of South Africa’.

He gave no reason for
his break with the SAL?.
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BRIEFS

NEW COMMUNICATIONS CHIEF--MR. PETER SIMMONS, 41, has been appointed to the
post of director of communications in the Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture. He had his early education at the Lodge School and worked with The
Advocate News as a sub-editor before going to London where he graduated

from the London School of Journalism. Mr. Simmons is also a summa cum laude
graduate of New York State University in politics, economics and saciology,
and did post-graduate studies in political sociology and anthropology at
Rutgers University. His career included working as a free-lance journalist
in London; cultural and information attache with the Barbados mission, London;
consul with the consulate in New York; assistant registrar, University of the
West Indies; deputy representative and charge d'affaires, Barbados mission to
the United Nations; and development planner, Ministry of Finance and Planning.
Mr. Simmons has many publications including a research paper on class and
colour contradictions in Barbados which appeared in the United States
Academic Journal "Studies in Comparative International Development'. He

will advise the minister on all aspects of mass communication policy and
telecommunication services. [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 8 Mar
84 p 24]

CSO: 3298/618
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GUATEMALA OFFICIALS REACT TO OVERTURES FROM HONDURAS
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 4 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] GUATEMALAN OFFICIALS, in the grip of an election fever, have de-
nounced the Honduras initiative, taken by President Roberto Suazo Cordoba to
promote closer