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ARAB CAPITAL URGED TO INVEST IN ARAB COUNTRIES
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 31 Aug-6 Sep 85 p 31

[Article by Muhammad ~“Abd-al-Tawwab: "Available Opportunity May Be Lost
Soon; There Is No Alternative to Return of Expatriate Arab Money"]

[Text] Cairo——At a time when economic experts estimate Arab investments
abroad at nearly $420 billion, all investments in joint projects between the
Arab countries in the Arab homeland do not exceed $23 billion. The figures
may vary a little or a lot but the bitter fact continues to fill the ears in
the wake of the collapse of oil prices on the world market, of the drop in
the revenues of the rich Arab countries, and of the emergence of deficits in
the budgets of these countries for the first time. What is certain is that
the oil war, which started 12 years ago and after which oil prices rose from
$14 a barrel to nearly $36 a barrel, was nothing but the beginning of the
end of the oil era whose hypothetical lifespan has begun to diminish. Will
expatriate Arab money return to the Arab homeland before it is too late?

Tt is said that what looks harmful may be beneficial. Will the drop in the
Arab countries” petrodollar revenues and the fact that these countries are
compelled to squeeze their budgets hasten the use of expatriate Arab money
for rescue, or will this Arab money do no more than change its financial
center of gravity by emigrating from the dollar area to more secure currency
areas, such as those of the pound sterling, the mark, the yen and the Swiss
franc? The Arab investors are suffering from a financial crisis whose
primary impact will fall on the world economy. The drop in oil revenues has
motivated Arab investors, be they government, joint, or private investors,
to turn to liquid short-term investments or to shift to real estate
investment in a country like the United States or to financial investments
in banks.

In 1983, the oil-producing Arab countries withdrew nearly $14.2 billion from
the international banking system, including nearly $6 billion from U.S.
banks. The figure rose to $12.2 billion and then to $16.2 billion in 1984
and the first 6 months of 1985 successively, whereas the Arab deposits
increased marginally due to the drop in financial revenues, which amounted
to $151 billion in 1983 and to $138 billion in 1984 compared to $250 billion
in 1981.




It is perhaps this shortfall which has motivated Arab investors' to shift
from real estate and long-term U.S. bonds to short-term financial investment
in banks. This may ultimately lead to selling these liquid investments and
returning Arab money to the Arab homeland. : While the statistics confirm
that nearly 70 percent of the Arab investors prefer the dollar investment
area because Arab oil, and perhaps ‘Arab policy, is governed by the dollar,
Arab money has begun to move to the pound sterling, yen, mark, and Swiss
franc areas and may ultimately end up returning to the Arab homeland under
the slogan that the homeland deserves more attention. .. SR

Withdrawal of Arab money across the Pacific and the Atlantic to Britain,
Switzerland, and Germany has generated escalating pressures on U.S.
interest rates and may lead to increasing these interest rates in an attempt
to attract Arab money,: or to tempt them to stay. However, withdrawal of
Arab money has had a stronger impact on the bond, stock, and real estate
market than on the money and currency market. ’ ' - o

This is how the features of Arab investments abroad seem to be. On the .
other hand, a glance at the structure of joint Arab investments confirms the -
obvious deficiency and the stunning contradiction between expatriate Arab
money’s acceptance of all calculated and uncalculated risk possibilities
beyond the Arab homeland”s borders and this money”s reluctance and
refraining from participating in the development efforts of the Arab
countries which are forced to borrow from the IMF, the World Bank, or the
U.5. Export-Import Bank on unfair terms. : .

The joint projects represent the minimal limit of Arab economic integration,
even though they are the most suitable form for the Arab world“s economic
development reality. Moreover, such projects broaden the scope of the
regional market. Joint projects between the Arab states amount to 490
projects, with a total capital of $23.2 billion. This is in addition to
joint Arab-international projects in the Arab homeland with a total capital
of nearly $38.5 billion. This means that the volume of the direct and
indirect Arab investments amounts to nearly $61.7 billion. But a single
look at the countries benefiting from these investments (Jordan, Libya, UAE,
Bahrain, Sudan, and Syria) proves that there has been a failure to spread
these investments in the Arab land. This failure of joint Arab investments
is due to the following reasons: :

The lack of a financial surplus in some Arab countries, the insistence of
some economic organizations on getting administrative approval and a
nomination by the ministry of trade of the individuals and firms
participating in these projects, the lack of administrative independence,
and the unavailability of economic feasibility studies.

The tendency to impose strict restrictions on banking remittances to the
outside world, multiplicity in the official exchange rates of Arab
currencies, the ambiguity of investment laws and regulations in a number of
Arab countries, the instability and inconsistency of such laws and the
subjugation of the economic projects to the influence of transient political

differences.




The lack of infrastructure projects, such as utility, service,
communlcatlons, and transportation networks.

The tendency to 1mpose a kind of untralned local labor on the projects or to
price products at :local rates that are below the production cost and failure
to prov1de customs, protectlon vis—-a-vis alternative foreign goods.

These problems fac1ng the return of expatriate Arab money will not be
insurmountable if the Arab economic organizations, especially the Arab
Economic Unity Council, the Arab Economic Council, the Arab Economic
Development Fund, the Organization of Arab Petroleum-exporting Countries,
and the Gu;f Cooperapi9n Council, exert efforts to solve them.

The existing joint Arab investment projects and similar projects being
implemented do not encompass the Arab homeland”s development aspiratioms,
whether in terms of numbers or of. the size of the investments channéled for
them. The joint Arab project experiment represents one of the means of
enlarging the absorption capacity of the Arab regional economies and of the
Arab economy at the level of the entire Arab homeland.

The 12 years of 0il strlfe from 1973 to 1985 and the attempts at attack and
retreat between the OPEC on the one hand and the International Energy Agency
on the other conflrm that the opportunity must be taken before it is too
late and that expatrlate_Arab money must return to the homeland.

8494/12781
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ISRAELI ARTICLE ON 1980°S STRATEGIC GOALS ANALYZED :
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 21 Sep 85 pp 25-27

[Article by Adib Sa"b: "Israel’s Strategy in 1980°s: Paralyze Arab
Military Capabilities, Reoccupy Sinai, and Balkanize Area; Zionist Document
Says: Israel Must Regain Sinai Peninsula, Annex West Bank and Fragment Arab

Entities"]

[Text] "The opportunity available to Israel in the 1980°s is to paralyze
Arab military capabilities and then fragment all of the area’s entities omn a
racial and religious basis. Unless Israel takes advantage of this golden
opportunity, then it will not survive as a state. But if it does take
advantage, it will become the final refuge for world Jewry and its sole
survival option because it is impermissible for the Jews of the United
States, Europe, and Latin America to continue as they are at present.”

These words are the words of a Jewish journalist who has worked for a long
time with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and they embody the
intellectual background of Israel”s current policy. The words are quoted
from a long article published by this journalist, named Oded Eynon, in the
quarterly KIVUNIM. '

Our purpose behind shedding light on this document-like article is to draw
the attention of the Arab rulers and decision makers to what is happening
around them, keeping in mind that the primary decision maker is the citizen.
This is why we are eager to see the Arab citizen gain knowledge and work to
foil the plots hatched against him secretly or openly.

The journalist says that the Arab world constitutes the biggest danger to
Israel and that to avert this danger, the existing Arab entities must be
fragmented. It is his opinion that these entities are susceptible to
cracking and collapsing because they are formed by ethnic and religious
minorities:

"The Islamic Arab world is built like a paper house which will last only
for a short time. It was created by the French and the British in the
1920”s without taking into consideration the wishes and aspirations of the
area’s inhabitants. It has been haphazardly divided into 19 states, each ,
comprised of ethnic minorities and groups so hostile to each other that each
Islamic Arab state is nowadays facing ethnic and social perdition from
within. In some of these states, the caldron of civil war has begun to boil
4

over.




The conclusion Oded Eynon comes to is the following: "A very grievous and
stormy condition is engulfing Israel and creating challenges, problems, and
dangers for it. But at the same time, this condition offers Israel
far-reaching possibilities for the first time since 1967. The golden
opportunity which was missed then will become possible to achieve in the
1980°s to an extent that we cannot imagine at present."”

Eynon goes on to say that there is an obstacle impeding the available
opportunity, namely the "policy of peace” and of giving back the occupied
territories——a policy in whose framework successive Israeli governments have
put themselves since 1967 under pressure from the United States.

What this policy has produced is the peace treaty with Egypt that has caused
Tsrael to lose the oilfields in the Gulf of Suez and the enormous oil and
gas reserves and other natural resources in the Sinai Peninsula. This loss
is likely to cause in the short run energy depletion and a draining of the
Israeli economy, keeping in mind that Israel allocates one-fourth of its net
" national product and one-third of its budget to buy oil. This is why
Israel”s primary political objective vis-a-vis Egypt "is to regain the Sinai
Peninsula with its apparent and potential resources.”

It is the journalist’s opinion that the Egyptians themselves will not need
to preserve the peace treaty with Israel now that they have regained the
Sinai and that they will exert the utmost efforts to return to the embraces
of the Arab world and of the Soviet Union, which means that U.S. aid to
Egypt will not continue for long.

For its part, Israel should restore to the Sinai the situation prevalent
prior to al-Sadat”s visit to Jerusalem and his conclusion of the peace
treaty with Israel in March 1979. TIsrael must spare no effort, whether
directly or indirectly, to regain its control over the Sinai as a strategic,
economic, and vital guarantee in the long run. The journalist adds that
Egypt s military situation poses no real threat to Israel because Israel
can, in a day or so, restore the Egyptian situation, which has been
shattered by internal conflicts, to what it was on the morrow of the June
1967 war. o

To insure that Egypt remains weak so that it may not regain the Sinai at a
future time, its internal conflicts must be exploited and its unity must be
fragmented on a geographic and religious basis. This is Israel”s political
objective on the western front in the 19807s. If Egypt collapses, then
Libya, Sudan and the Maghreb countries will follow. With the creation of a
Christian Coptic state in Upper Egypt, a number of weak mini-states with
limited local powers will emerge. This would mean the disappearance of
Egypt”s unity and its central authority, according to the journalist”s
claims.

Model of Lebanon
If Israel’s objective on the western front is to fragment the Egyptian

entity as a step toward fragmenting the Arab entities in the west, then its
objective insofar as the eastern front is concerned is, according to Eynon,



to fragment, first, Syria and Iraq into ethnic and religious entities

- similar to those emerging in Lebanon after destroying these two countries”
military power and then to divide Lebanon into five provinces, each
representing a precedent and a model for the entire Arab world.

Eynon believes that the entire Arab Peninsula is likely to disintegrate by
the force of internal and external factors, regardless of the continuation
or non-continuation of the economic strength of Saudi Arabia, which is based

on oil.

There remains Jordan. Its fragmentation is Israel”s immediate objective,
which should be achieved as soon as possible. This fragmentation will
happen, in the view of the Zionist theoretician, by ending King Husayn~s
rule and putting power in the hands of the Palestinians. Afterward, Jordan
will not, in the Jewish journalist’s view, pose a threat to Israel.
Liquidating the Jordanian entity is likely to solve the West Bank problem
because the Arab inhabitants can be evicted to the East Bank by war or by
"peaceful"” economic and demographic isolation. Had such a step been taken
immediately after the 1967 war and had Jordan been given to the
Palestinians, Israel would have been able to avoid what is happening these
days by "neutralizing" the Palestinian problem faced by the West Bank--a
problem for which unsound solutions have been formulated, such as
self-determination, autonomy, or the return or division of territories.

Eynon adds that Israel must take active steps to speed up and implement this
task as soon as possible: "It is impossible to continue to live in Israel
in the present manner unless the two nations are separated, with the Arabs
on the east side of the Jordan River and the Jews on the west. Real
coexistence and peace will not prevail in the land until the Arabs realize
that they will have no existence or security between the Jordan River and
the Mediterranean Sea and that they will not have their own homeland except

in Jordan."

The West Bank is, therefore, an urgent geographic and survival requirement
for the Jews because it is no longer possible, according to this journalist,
for three-quarters of the Jews to live in the densely populated narrow
coastal strip. The sole guarantee for the Jews~ national survival is the
area of "Judaea, Samaria, and Galilee" in which a large number of Jews must
be settled. Unless they become a majority in the mountains, they will not
be able to rule Israel. Rather, "they will become like the Crusaders who
lost Palestine and who, however, were alien to it." Thus, the most
important internal objective at present is to . "reorganize the country
demographically, strategically, economically, and in terms of its
existence.” This cannot be done unless the Jewish grip on the mountains
from Beersheba to the Upper Galilee is tightened. :

In the face of this racialist logic that is in conflict with all the sublime
humanitarian values, the following question must be asked: Can the West,
led by the United States, turn a blind eye to this flagrant violation of all
the values in which the West finds the meaning of its existence, which it
urges the entire world to embrace, and for whose restoration to parts where




they are lost and establishment in parts where they are absent it launches
its wars? The Israeli viewpoint we have presented swerves completely from
the above-mentioned political and personal values, all of which focus on
respect for man”s dignity and fundamental rights and on freedom, justice,
equality, and democracy.

The fact is that the Zionist Journallst has an answer to this question—-an
answer which he has used as the intellectual malnstay of his article. It is
his opinion that Israel is compelled to abandon the "rational-humanitarian
view which has constituted the main basis of Western life and civilization
since the Renaissance Age." 1Israel does so not because it does not believe
in freedom, justice, and equality but because the adoption of these values
and principles has been voided by "contemporary historical and universal
developments.” The most important of these developments is the scarcity of
natural resources and the fact that these resources are confined to limited
areas.  There is no doubt that the journalist means primarily oil and river
water. These resources are available in a number of neighboring Arab
countrles..

The journalist adds that the option left open to Israel in the 1980°s urges
it to stand alone, with military, strategic, and economic independence from
the West, which is led by the United States and which will not be able to
stand fast in the face of Soviet pressures in the world. It is his opinion
that Israel can achieve this independence without any bargaining. He means
that this is possible by way of the Jews in the Diaspora whom, he says, the
inevitability of history will uproot from the United States, Europe, and
Latln America to plant in the Zionist entity. With their mass arrival in
the promlsed ‘land,”" the Jews will carry with them the West”s nuclear
expertise to block the main Soviet objective in the Middle East and Africa,
namely controlllng the Gulf’s vast oil resources and the mineral resources
in the southern part of the African continent in accordance with "Ghorshkov’s
pr1n01ple advocating Soviet control of the oceans and Third World areas
rich with minerals and, subsequently, imposing Marxism on the world through
nuclear war. If the danger to Israel”s security in the short run comes from
Arab military strength, then the main long- range danger to the "survival of
Israel and of the rest of the Western world" comes from Soviet nuclear and
conventional weapons, from the Soviet Union”s belief that nuclear war is
essential for achieving its objectives, and from its bellef that it can
survive such a war.

West“s Contradiction

The above is an analytical review of a very serious document in whose light
a lot of current events in the Arab world can be understood. Understanding
what is taking place is not confined to keeping up with the daily and
partial details but goes beyond to linking the events with each other and
profoundly examining their causes, motives, and objectives.

There is no doubt that there is a hand worklng to fragment the Arab world
into ethp0fsectar1anment1t1es. The document we have reviewed is a proof of -
this. ‘This document is not the only one of its kind but we have chosen it



because its author tries to rely on "intellectual" grounds to justify making
Israel the loyal guard of Western civilization in the face of ideological
and military challenges. But to preserve this line, there has to be an
"intellectual revolution" that overturns the "humanitarian-rational" values
embraced by Western civilization. Otherwise, how could Israel Jjustify, in
the name of Western civilization, occupying other people”s territories,
expelling their inhabitants from them, expanding the scope of its occupation
in order to absorb all the Jews of the world, exploiting the resources of
other countries, and destroying their political and organizational
identities and their cultures?

But if these concepts, whose best advocate and defender prior to their
emergence in the West were Islam and Eastern Christianity, are destroyed,
then what is the meaning of the journalist”s insistence omn Israel’s
belonging to Western civilization and his insistence on defending this
civilization against the Communist tide?

The fact is that Israel has never belonged to this humanitarian-rational
heritage. Israel’s very presence is antithetical to this heritage which
eschews ethno-racial entities and which is founded on freedom, justice, and
equality. The Zionist entity, considering that it is founded on Jewish
nationalism, cannot belong to the open human heritage because human openness
is opposed to racial-religious rigidity.

What is regrettable is that the West, which has made liberal democracy—-
i.e., the political system founded on separating church and state without
fighting religion in society and on insuring freedom, justice, and equality
to all citizens without discrimination because of race, color, or religion——
the political model for modern states, has supported the Zionist entity
which is, by its nature, the antithesis of liberal democracy. It is not an
unlikely possibility that the West has adopted this Zionist entity to rid
itself of its Jews who have never at any time in history owed their
allegiance to the nationalities of the Western societies in which they live.

Arab Humanitarianism

Oded Eynon, the article’s writer, gives his opinions the quality of
finality, saying that these things are either happening or will inevitably
happen. 1In this respect, he tries to don the persomality of the old
prophets, perhaps believing.that the Arabs make up a nation which submits to
fate. But if we, for the sake of the argument, agree with Eynon that the
Arab entities are susceptible to cracking, then is it inevitable to accept
the racialist or religious alternative? Isn’t it possible that the Arab
political regimes will develop, as they are now developing in Syria, Iraq,
and other countries, toward one form of democratic secularism or another
which an ethnic-based and racist Israel cannot achieve or strive for?

The Arab entities are not the world”s only entities in whose structures
various ethnic and religious groups are involved. We scarcely find in the
world a country that is not a mixture of races, religions, and cultures.

The West itself, to which the contemporary wise men of Zion claim to belong,




is the best proof of what we are saying. We have in France, Britain, and
especially the United States the evidence of racial, religious, and
cultural multiplicity. Every society is, like it or not, a multiple
society, at least in the numerical sense of the word. If Israel”s Western
supporters wish to embrace the Zionist political philosophy espoused by the
said article, then it will be necessary for them to partition France,
Britain, the United States, and the other Western countries along racial or
sectarian lines.

The racialist premise on which (Eynon’s) article is based is that unity is
impossible in the presence of multiplicity or diversity. But the Western
political system is founded in its entirety on democratic liberalism which
means fundamentally achieving unity within the framework of diversity. THe
slogan of "unity in multiplicity" is the essence of the U.S. political
system.

We are not about to put the West, especially the United States, on trial
here for defending a racist state that contradicts the essence of the West’s
political system and its humanitarian traditions. But we fear that some
sectors of the Arab world also imagine that unity is impossible with
multiplicity and that unity erases multiplicity or diversity. Acting on

the strength of such a conviction means achieving Israel”s objectives in the
Arab world in the best manner possible because the ultimate outcome of such
action is the exploitation of the racial, religious, and other
contradictions and, consequently, the fragmentation of the Arab entities and
the establishment of weak sectarian mini-states instead of a strong Arab
bloc. TIsrael will have thus achieved its objectives while watching as an
outside spectator. When the Arab world weakens through numerous divisionms,
Israel will be able to finish it off and plunder its resources.

In the face of these challenges, the Arab world must move forward to achieve
the model of the modern state that is founded on unity within all kinds of
multiplicity and diversity, without the principle of unity itself being
racial or religious. A strong and united Arab front based on common
historical, geographic, social, and cultural elements and a strong army must
be created to fight the common racist enemy—-Israel, yes, Israel.

8494/12781
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- " ARMENIAN AF¥FATRS

SOVIET VOUE 1N GENEVA AGAINST ARMENTAN GENOCIDE EXAMINED . .. wr
Montreal HORIZON in Armenian 7 Oct 85 p 1

[Text] As is known, last August, at the 38th session of the UN Subcommission on
the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities in Geneva, a
report prepared by special reporter Benjamin Whitaker was approved by a vote of
14 in favor, 1 against and 4 abstentions. The sole dissenting vote came from
the Soviet delegate Vsevolot Sofinsky.

We do not know exactly what rationale Sofinsky offered for his negative stance.
Whereas some delegates opposed the report from the outset, Sofinsky's ambiguous
statements on the Armenian question in private conversations had given rise to
hopes in some circles that he too would support Whitaker's references to the
Great Genocide in his report. In previous meetings of the subcommission,
Sofinsky had not made his objections very clear on other issues although he was
given every opportunity to do so. In the end, when initial opponents of the
report either voted in favor of endorsing it or abstained, Sofinsky's '"no"
caused shock and outrage among Armenians, particularly among those of us who
have traditionally placed high hopes on the government that he represents and
who deeply believe in that government's willingness to defend our rights. For
example, +the Boston BAYKAR, a Ramgavar [Democratic Liberal Party] paper, noted
in its 7 September edition that "the recognition of  the Armenian genocide
cannot be linked international political maneuvers, national interests and the
prevalent conditions; il supersedes them because it is related to the
extermination of an entire nation." I{ added that the country that would vote
against the Whitaker report would be the biggest loser "because it [would] be
the country which poses to the world as the defender of justice and human
rights but which tramples upon the justice to be accorded to a nation."

Here we would not want to get embroiled in political analyses to wunderstand
Sofinsky's attitude. Let us just say that he is not such a bad deviant because
he is a true reflection of the Soviets' current--and past--policies. The
country which legally represents Soviet Armenia before the world and which
would be expected to be the leading supporter of our efforts to have the
Armenian genocide officially recognized in an international forum, plays a game
of ambivalence on the Armenian cause. On the one hand, we are permitted to
build a [genocide] monument at Dzidzernagabert, to keep an eternal flame there
that has burned for the last 20 years, to go on pilgrimage there on every April
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24, to remember the Great Genocide in the Armenian as well as the all-Union
press and to condemn Turkish distortions of history, while on the other hand,
the Sofinskys play the fool with us and assure our foes that all that is for
internal consuuption only and that the Soviet Union has no demands from Turkey
as far as the Armenians are concerned.

Ik MONDE's Geneva correspondent Isabelle Vishniak asked in the 20 August
edition of the paper whether the attempts to delete references to the Armenian
genocide of 1915 from Whitaker's report do not stem from the fear or concern
that "a revival of national identity may take place in Soviet Armenia.™
Perhaps. There is also diplomatic sensitivity of not offending the Turkic
peoples of the Soviet Union and the looming peril of their growing numbers
etcetera, etcetera.

However, these very understandable justifications notwithstanding, we cannot

remain silent, and we cannot swallow insults such as Sofinsky's "no" against
the dignity of our nation. »

9588
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ARMENIAN AFFATRS

ARMEN1AN QUESTION DISCUSSED AT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SESSION

Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 10 Oct 85 p 1

[Text] Strasbourg--According to some observers, -a Kuropean Parliament session
and a conference sponsored by the Armenians have neither produced the results
expected nor generated the interest predicted by some circles. At the "Franco-
Armenian Solidarity Union" conference, which was held to discuss the Armenian
question with the participation of several foreign scholars and jurists, the
chairman of the conference declined to pernit Professor Sina Akein to speak.
Professor Akcin wanted to present documented information to the participants in
order to shed light on the issue. ’ o

The speakers at the conference, who came from various Buropean countries,
described the Armenian question as a true genocide and urged that Turkey not be
admitted to the EEC until it acknowledges the genocide perpetrated against the
Armenians.

kvidently, +this was a virtual crusade undertaken against Turkey. One of +the
speakers, Gianni Bozzo, an Italian cleric, spoke so sharply against Turkey that
he even claimed that this country does not have the right to consider itself a
Buropean nation.

The Greek delegate, Spiridon Plaskovidhis, declared that as a Greek he supports
the Armenians and their viewpoint because the Ottoman Empire has subjected the
Armenians to a genocide similar to the one perpetrated by Hitler against the
Jews during World War II.

When the Armenians realized that they would not accomplish any tangible results
from this conference they resorted to a tactic of winning over moderate,
primarily Christian Democratic, members of the ¥uropean Parliament. Willie
Kupers, a Flemish nationalist parliamentarian from Belgium who is in agreement
with special reporter Jacques Vandemeulbrouck presided over the meeting.

Belgian jurist Wehrhoven said that _this "genocide" could be debated on
international forums and added: "If a genocide has been committed then Turkey
must acknowledge it. Otherwise, any decision taken against Turkey would have
no legal wvalue. In that case, the issue would resemble the case of an
illegitimate child: his existence is indisputable, but whether the mother is
his own is debatable." : T : ' :

9588
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ALGERIA

INCREASED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION MEASURES REVIEWED * -
Algiers KL MOUDJAH1D in French 3 Oct 85 p7

[Text] Increased production is the best measurement
criterion for action in the agricultural sector and the
degree of effectiveness of its organization.- Kasdi Merbah,
alternate member of the Political Bureau, and minister of
agriculture and fishing, in citing this principle clearly
indicated to leaders of dgrlculture who met on 17 and 18
September 1985, that the sector's goal can be nomne other
than increasing agricultural production, and thus
establishing the necessary conditions for doing so.

On this occasion, the minister of agriculture and fishing recalled the
numerous measures that the government has taken this year to benefit this
sector, measures that confirm its importance and implément the priority
a551gned to agriculture in the development of our economny.

These measures took the form of development of specific action programs
involving the main products--grains, potatoes, milk, meat, and poultry-
raising. ' ' - o ) T

The common factor in all these programs was increasing agricultural production
through raising yields, which implies improvement of techniques and their
modernization, through training at the various levels, and organization of
logistical and technical support for the offices, speC1dllzea cooperatlves and
development institutes.

The agrlculturdl personnel attending thus had the opportunlty to evaluate each
of the developed programs. It should be recalled in “this connection that
these programs were subject to regular and sustained followup throughout the
past season, tLhrough organization of periodic followup and control meetings
that enabled a progressive and objective evaluation every 2 months of their
impact, and on the spot. ' ‘

Referring to the report on the past season presented by the technlcal
departments of the central administration, the winister cited the spectdculdr
increases in the main agricultural products: which reflect significant results
from the increase-oriented programs conducted by the sector.
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Thus:

—-Grain production increased from 14 million quintals in 1983-1984 to 30
million quintals in 1984-1985; ‘

——Production of in-season potatoes increased from 250,000 tons in 1983-1984 to
500,000 tons in 1984-1985; ’ . '

—-Milk production showed a productivity increase of 50 percent; i
——Egg production doubled.

Another result, and not the least, which confirmwed the recovery of the
agricultural sector;-was the 8l-percent reduction in the financial deficit in
the enterprise sector from 151 billiou centimes last year to 28 billion this

year, results achieved through requiring strictness in daily managcment,

greater use of production capacities, more rational use of all land, and a
significant increase in production through improving yields.

Grains: Unequaled Production

In the field of plant production, the 1984-1985 season has been marked by -
development of a series of programs to intensify basic products to achieve -
higher volume through increased yields. This has involved graius, potatoes
and vegetable and "plasticulture.”

In regard to grain intensification, the effort has involved, as a priority,
regularization of the entire production process in the high potential areas,
or about one-third of the grain-growing area. The actions carried out
involved mainly rationalization of distribution of the production factors,
improvement of growing techniques, establishment of a system of followup and
control of each phase of application of the intensification program, at both
the central and local levels, and finally better organization of the product
harvesting and marketing operations in order to reduce the significant losses
usually experienced in these operations. ' : ' o

The improvement of the intemsification program for grain production has
involved both the public and private sectors. :

The results constitute an unequaled production, estimated at almost 30 million
quintals, with a national yield of about 10 quintals per hectare, compared to
a previous average yield of 6 quintals per hectare. <

In regard to intensification of potato—growing, an action program has involved
mainly increasing season production, and this through better distribution of
the factors of production, dissemination and application of a better
production techmique, and establishment of a network for permanent followup:"
and evalvation for technical and logistic support to the farmers. Co

This program has devoted particular attention to the private sector,‘whi¢h is
responsible for 62 percent of the area under potatoes.: I T R

The results achieved have clearly demoustrated the increase in yields, which
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have risen from a national average of 63 quintals per hectare in 1983~1984 to
104.5 quintals per hectare in 1984-1985, for a total season production of
500,000 tons. : : ‘ ; ,

In numérous'wilayas, yields have reached satisfactory levels: Tari 175.2
quintals per hectare; Constantine 169.39; Tipaza 168.7; Mascara 147.2;
Boumerdes 143; Tizi-Ouzou 143; Bida 142 quintals per hectare, etc.

In regard to the development of plasticulture, the program has involved in
particular the strengthening of greenhouse crop capacity, which will reach
almost 3,600 hectares at the beginning of this campaign. There was a 1,300

hectares increase in this capacity during the year 1984-1985.

The introduction of expertise acquired in expandingythevarea;of.protected
crops through the efforts for rationalization of production, as well as a
greater effectiveness in support to production, would make possible an average .
greenhouse production of almost 200,000 tons of dry. vegetables.

Paralleling the foregoing basic activities, a program for development of dried
fruit production (dry raisins, prumnes, almonds) was approved during the 1984-
1985 season. As an experiment, a profitability comparison operation was
carried out with these products during the summer of 1985. .The results were
as follows:

_-Proéessiﬁg of the production of Sultaliné vineyard'tesdlting in prodﬁction
of 260 tons of dry raisins.

-—Proééssing of‘part of the industrial prune harvest of Medea wilaya (85
tons): the low capacity of the dehydration equipment precluded processing the
total pational production, estimated at 1,300 tons of fresh fruit. :

~-Marketing of all the almond production of the socialist sector estimated at
2,700 tons by public distribution organs. ‘

The 1985—1986 seaébh; during which the dry fruit pfogram”will be‘carriéd out
at full scale, will show a significant increase in volume of production to
process. .. : '

"Overproduction of_Eggs"

In regard to animal production, the past year marked ‘an improvement in
production, pafticularly poultry products, bringing increased earnings for
producers. Thus, the public sector had an increase in value of raw products
from 731 million dinars to 1.181 billion dinars, or 61.56 percent. . On the
other hand, animal production's share of the public sector agricultural
production, while remaining low, nevertheless showed progress, since it
increased from 12.76 percent in . 1983-1984 to 16.17 percent in 1984-1985. It
should be pointed out that this serious imbalance between animal production
and plant production must be corrected as rapidly as possible in order to
achieve a high output agriculture. In Europe, in.fact, the ratio of animal
production to plant production is opposite: 55 percent to 45 percent.

In regard to poultry produétion, the past season was marked by a strong
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increase, particularly in consumer eggs, which increased from 980 million
units produced during the calendar year 1984 to 1.06 billion just for the
first 8 months of 1985,

The rate of introduction of new batches of good layer heus enables an estimate
of production at 1.8 billion units for the calendar year 1985,

However, this doubling of egg production did cause marketing problems during
the sunmer period. In July 1985 an "overproduction” of 60 mwillion eggs was
thus partially stored in refrigeration warehouse for later marketing.

The production volume achieved during this season is the result of the
resources granted by the government, to the private sector in particular,
consisting of issuance of bank loans as subsidies for poultry feed,
organization of distribution of production factors, and extension of tax
relief measures.

Dairy: A growing Herd

As regards dairy production, the efforts have concentrated mainly on
improvement of yields and herd management. Thus, during a 6-month period from
December 1984 to May 1985, the yield per dairy cow increased from 6.92 liters
per day to 10.39 liters per day, or an average yield over the period of 8.65
liters per day, an increase of 50 percent. This improved yield is the result
of the efforts made to create a better balance of livestock food ratiouns,
development of a program to combat the main animal diseases, and elimination
of unproductive cows. '

However, this yield increase remains insufficient to affect the overall
production volume. Also, the number of dairy cows must be progressively
increased. To this end, about 4,000 gestating heifers were imported during the
spring of 1985, of which 50 percent were marketed to private sector producers.

This effort to increase the productive capital will be continued during the
1985-1986 agricultural campaign by the additional importation of 10,000
heifers, of which more than 50 percent will go to small breeders.

Effort in Stock Raising Techniques

In regard to red meat production, here also there was a significant increase
in production.

The slaughter rate increased by 15 percent in the first quarter of 1985
compared to that of 1984,

This increase was still low in comparison to the increase in consumption.
Therefore, a program to develop Lhis sector has been studied and developed,
with the goal of increasing ovine and bovine stock raising, on the basis of
better mastery of the techmical conditions for stock raising.

This program, whose results will only be felt in the medium and long terms, is

hased particularly on improvement of steppe and tellian pastures,
intensification and diversification of fodder crops, both dry and irrigated,
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and improvement of livestock population productivity. The detailed
implementation of this program will soon be coordinated with all the operators
involved.

Rationalization of Management Norms

This increase in production, which remains the sole objective of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fishing, has a secondary effect, a clear improvement in the
financial results of the Socialist Agricultural Properties (DAS). During the
entire agricultural season just completed, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fishing initiated a series of actions to remove a maximum of limitations and
to make profitable as soon as possible the production potential.

Rationalization of the management norms was applied to all the DAS, while
assuring an increase in production., This was necessary, because the results
of the 1982-1983 season (the first year) resulted in an overall net deficit of
1.868 billion DA, with only 398 DAS showing a profit, or 13 percent of all the
properties. Efficiency for this 1982-1983 season was thus only 0.60, and no
wilaya showed a profit, except for the old wilaya of Biskra.

Thus, in the light of these results, a profitability program for the DAS was
approved, and actions relating to rationalization of management of the DAS
were undertaken beginning in the 1983-1984 secason. They were intended to
assure a rapid recovery in production and financial results of the DAS.

All activities with a direct effect on the economic status of production were
the target of special and sustained attention by all the agricultural staff as
well as by the wilaya officials.,

Among these activities we should note:

——Maximum use of the Useful Agricultural Surface (SAﬁ)

~~Increase and judicious use of the irrigated areas, and establishment of hill
retainers, among others

—~Application of growing techniques appropriate to each project to increase
the yield per hectare

——Improvement of the yields of existing livestock

—-Diversification and intensification of animal production (poultry~raising,
other small raising, and sheep)

~~Improvement of the internal organization of the DAS by effective maintenance
and use of the management records to control use of the factors of production,
and make the best usc of available material and human resources in order to
reduce expenses and finally to adhere to the growing calendar

=-Put into condition equipment and infrastructure directly related to

production, and particularly, insure the maintenance and good use of
agricultural equipment. : ’
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-=Judicious use of the factors of productlon relating to, or used in, the
.production process : ‘

f-Priority implementation of worker training activities

-—Contlnuation of the operatlon to rationalize use of labor, and rapid
completion of pension files. ‘ »

~—Strict application of internal regulations, and insistence on work
discipline ey L

—-Insure better labor productivity and reduce the number of work positions not
attributable to production :

—-—Mobilization of the offices and institutes above and below production to
assure effective support to production. :

Clear Financial Recovery

‘The actions underteken by the sector throughont the two preceding agricultural
seasons resulted in an initial improvement in financial results in the 1983-
1984 season, and thus had an impact on the results of the 1984~1985 season.’

The very marked improvements are demonstrated by the following indicators:

1. The unprocessed production of agriculture in the public sector for 1984-—
1985 (before final balance sheet) totaled 166 percent of the 1982-1983
production, and 127 percent of the 1983-1984 production.

1982-1983: 4.396 billion DA
1983-1984: = 5.729 billion DA
1984-1985: 7.3 billion DA

The mekeup of unprocessed production showed an increase of 34 percent for
plant production and 62 percent for animal production compared to the 1983~
1984 season. :

2. The number of‘wiiayas and DAS making a profit was improVed markedly.

The number of wilayas making a net profit rose from one (Biskra) in 1982-1983
to three in 1983-1984 (Blida, Tipaza, Chlef), to 16 in 1984-1985 (Chlef, Ain
Defla, Sidi Bel Abbes, Oum El Bouaghi, Mila; Tizi-Ouzou, Bouira, Tipaza, BordJ
Bou ArrerldJ, Khenchela, Batna, Tebessa, Blida, Setif, Tarf, and M'Sila).

The number of DAS with a positive result increased from 400 in 1982- 1983 (13
percent of the total number of DAS) to 600 in 1983-1984 (17.6 percent), to
1,428 in 1984-1985 (42. percent).

R

3.> The overali deficitiof,the DAS was reduced from 1.867 billion’ dineré in
1982-1983 to 1.510 billion in 1983-1984, and 285 million in 1984- 1985 '

The deflciL level was thus reduced by 85 percent compared to 1982-1983 and by
81 percent compdred to 1983-1984,
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4., There was a very marked rccovery of the financial situation of the
wilayas, which had shown a significant deficit in '1983-1984, due to the ad hoc
recovery plans that were implemented for them. Among these wilayas, whose
results are presented below, the case of Sidi-Bel-Abbes is very significant
because while it showed a deficit of 224 million dinars in 1983-1984, it
turned a profit of 34 million in 1984-1985. The other wilayas showed
reduction of their deficit by 50 to 75 percent. »

Results 1984 1985

) Sidi—Bel—Abbes: + 34.8
_ Oran: - 32.4
Tiaret: - 46
Mostaganem: -~ 42.8
Tlemcen: — 51
Mascara - 95

The financial results for Mascara wilaya worsenéed despite the very marked

_progress achieved in grain and potato production; this in the wake of the
severe deterioration of the wilaya's citrus orchards caused by lack of
irrigation water and a severe attack of aleurode. ’

The year 1985 was thus a good agricultural year, which it is now_a'matter of
consolidating and expanding. The following targets have been set:

-—To make 80 percent of the DAS profltable,
——To reduce the overall f1nanc1a1 deficit

—-To increase agricultural production by a proportion at least equal to the
increased need of the population (demographic growth and rise in consumption
level); these are the objectives of the coming 1985-1986 agricultural
.campaign. : ' S ‘ ‘ '

In this context, the minister of agriculture and fishing recommended
continuation of the various programs underway, while improving their
effectiveness. » : '

Moreover, new complementary programs will be undertaken relating ‘to
development of red meat production and dairy production, restoration of citrus
capacity, and intensification of growing of dry vegetables prunes, dry
raisins and almonds. : : . ’ '

Greatest_Effectiveness for New Performance Levels

The objective to increase production will also be approached through
improvement and growth of existing productive capital (SAU) by improving
yields and exploitation of all the cultivable areas, and by reducing fallow
time in areas of good potential; also by developing new land in the south and
in the mountain zone, greater mobilization of water resources, and increcase in
irrigated -surfaces. ‘ : ‘ -
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The productivity gains that are to be achieved will be obtained through
modernization of production techniques, and this through training activities,
whose organization will be strengthened. All these actions directed toward
production will be manifested in greater attention to the farmers of the
private sector, stressing, in particular, the training effort for young
farmers. The popularization system will be oriented toward improvement of
techniques and will involve all the operators in the sector: the offices, the
specialized service cooperatives, the development institutes and the
experimental farms attached to them, as well as the pilot farms.

In conclusion, the minister of agriculture and fishing stressed the necessary
followup in application of the aforementioned programs, which should be the
basis for the activity of the managers of agriculture and of the economic and
technical operators who constitute the enviromment of agricultural production.

The 1984-1985 agricultural season has thus demonstrated that our agricultural
results can be improved and lead to encouraging results as long as we have the
will to do it and each participates fully. It is thus a matter of developing
the potentials of our land with the greatest possible effectiveness and with
the highest possible performance.

9920 ‘
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"ALGERTIA

MEASURES TAKEN TO COMBAT POLLUTION
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 22 Oct 85 p 4

[Interview_with Environment Minister Aissa Abdellaoui with APS;:
‘'date and place not specified] : '
. [Text] Environmental protection in-Algeria is

suddenly something tangible, something advancing

every day as the result of a collective stirring

of awareness, involving simultaneously the ordi-

nary citizen, the Ministry responsible for it,

local communities, and economic forces.

The measures that evoked this encouraging finding came from Aissa
Abdellaoui, deputy minister for the environment and forests, n
an interview granted APS following the latest government deci-
sions in this area.

In response to those decisions, which became law on 5 February
1983, and which had to do with overall protection of the envi-
ronment, a series of actions has been undertaken whose thrust
runs along two major axes.

The first is designed to require all business and industry as
well as local communities to contribute to this assumption of
responsibility for whatever aspect of their. operations endangers
the environment.

The second part of the program calls for mobilizing the sector
responsible for the environment by giving it whatever it takes to
get the job done.

The current approach consisted in herding together a score of mi-
nistries and setting up six interministerial groups that have
spent several months in studying the details of the problem from
the following aspects:

Industrial pollution: marine pollution; public health and sani-

tation; dietary hygiene; impact studies; training, education,
and consciousness-raising in environmental issues.
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These groups focused on evaluation of the s1tuat10n and on what
measures should be taken in each sector. :

We find now that the program is large and complex indeed, and
that as a consequence it will call for setting priorities among
the areas of action determined. Their implementation must be a
function of several parameters, among them the kinds of units set
up and the ways in which they affect the environment. Simply
learning about them and the various and sundry kinds of pollutlon
they generate is a massive challenge, one that will requlre com-
petent cadre, cost a lot of money, and must be done.

However, the practical aspect of application must be given pre-
dominance by moving first to deal w1th the” 51mplest projects
that will do substantial good.

Making the general public and the business and industry concerned
aware of the problem is vital in getting their active participa-
tion in the fight against pollution and for preservation of the
environment.

In parallel with this effort, and under the aegis of the Party's
social concerns sector, and following seminars in every wilaya,

and every region, came a national seminar bringing together re-

presentatives of all the wilayas, the central and local adminis-—
trations, the businesses and industries involved, and the labor

and profession organizations, was organized in May 1985.

Abate Industrial Pollution

In practical terms, it amounts to multiform and multidimensional
measures. Those of general nature are:

-~ Making a national land-use map and requiring environmental im-
pact studies prior to permitting any projects that might have a
ha-mful inpact on the environment;

~- Beef up the national system of pollution-source monitoring
and maintain continual surveillance over the state of the envi-
ronment ; ' ' ’ '

Build and staff the three regional environmental analysis labora-
tories, L

Measures designed to rednce pollutibn may be summed up as follows:
- Setting up corps of envirdnmental inspeCtors and monitors;
-— establishing six . interministerial groups responsible for

monitoring existing anti-pollution measures at the local-unit
level; ’

22




- Bring.defeetive or obsolete anti—pollution installations
back into working order;

'_H%ﬁ‘ Identlfylng 1ndustr1al un1ts wh1ch are in urgent need of
antl—pollutlon systems; : :

——ASpeed upwthe process of’getting plannedfanti—pollutien systems
off the drawing-boards, and getting the ones now under construc-
tion completed; :

—_ Conduct a new 1nventory of pollutlng 1ndustr1al un1ts opera-—
ted by small and medlum 1ndustry, :

;—‘ Dev1se a natlonal arrangement for control of pest1c1de re-—
sidues;

e Set up. a natlonal dlsposal system for tox1c or hazardous
.- wastes; : : . o .

—-- Set up a national system for dlsposal of re51dual sludge
from water—-filtration plants; :

/Q— Set~up managementﬁagen01es in industrial zones.
Waste—Water Treatment PlantS‘
Actlons planned to abate marlne pollutlon

-— Reactivation of waste—water treatment plants in coastal urban
"and tourist centers ;

—-—- Complete constructlon of urban waste-water treatment stations
now under way,A ‘

—- Reéactivate facilities for receiving ballaStewater;”

~— Provide villages and tourist resorts along the coast with
beach~-cleaning equipment;

- —-— Demolish the derelict seaside "Minisea;

~— Install apermanent monitoring device to insure healthful
water quality at all bathing‘beaches;

-- Provide adequate waste-water management and disposal systems
‘for coastal and tourist centers; '

-~ Beef up’ the national capacity for 1nterventhn during acci-
dental maritime spiils -of polluting substances.’
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Pollution and nuisances in urban environments are also targeted
by some of the measures:

-—- Require regular inspection of automobile engines;

~— Redesign traffic flows in the major cities so as to expedite
it and avoid gridlock:

-— Equip all automotive vehicles with catalytic convertors;
—— Encourage utilization of LPG as automobile fuel;

-—- Transfer to industrial zones all act1v1t1es that generate pol-
lution within the cities;

—— Curb nuisances due to excessive noise.

In the area of information and environmental awareness, plans now
call for:

—-— Maldmg sure appropriate training is provided for people assigned
to operating and maintaining anti-pollution devices;

—-— expanding studies and research in the environmental area through
international cooperation to train experts in the environmental
field as post-graduate students

~-set up a national documentation center in the area of environ-
mental sciences and technologies

~— instituting a national prize for environmental contributions
—— fostering creation of centers to interpret nature

~~ Mlyilding fauna and flora museums

—-— pubjishing 5 national environmental magazine.

Elsewhere, a plan to protect nature and fight desertification will
shortly be submitted to the government. Measures already taken in
this effort are the following:

The interministerial groups are already at work withthe Light In-

dustries Ministry which has been in business for more than a year
now, and has already unanimously moved to take certain measures:
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-— tehnical requirements and rules are in the works, following an
area-by-area approach to problem activities (cement, textiles,

hides and leathers, wood and paper) .

-—- Establishment of the National Environmental Protection Agency
at the end of 1984:

-— Action plans calling for protection of fragile ecosystems,
including the Saida water-table, Oued Mazafran, and the Reghaia
swamp, have been drafted, and their implementation followed very
closely by the ministries and local authorities. The plans also
call for harsh sanctions against polluters who fail to comply with
the standards, sanctions that run all the way up to shutting fown

the plant permanently.
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© EGYPT

U.5. MEDIA RESPONSE TO SHIP HIJACKING DISCUSSED
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Oct 85 p 7

[commentary by Salah Muntasir in Frankfurt in the "Just an Opinion" column:
"New Examination"]

[Text] From my previous first-hand experience with American TV in the United
States, T am familiar with the TV networks mania and frantic competition to
cover news about America. Besides long news reports, commentaries and talk
shows conducted everywhere, TV stations interrupt regular programming to
repeat a news item on an average of at least once every 10 minutes. The
American TV station that is beamed to Germany 24 hours a day to accommodate
the soldiers of the largest American base in BEurope located in Frankfurt has
been trying since the incident to portray the news as a great victory for
America which helped it win World War III!

For many days, the only thing this station did was to relate through photos
and painful detail how American President Reagan gave his order to intercept
the Egyptian plane from his personal aircraft while flying from Washington to
Chicago. As soon as Reagan's order came out, TV cameras transmitted photos
of the Phantom aircraft taking off from the aircraft carrier "Saratoga" as
though its mission were to shoot down an outerspace planet on its way to
invade America. Through animation, TV stations showed how the Phantom
aircraft caught up with the Egyptian passenger plane surrounded it and forced
it to land.

Details are plentiful. But the most important detail is the show of force
America tried to portray, as confirmed by headlines in the American press,
one of which said: "We Got Them This Time."

This headline demonstrates very succinctly the true feelings of the American
people. Americans had been subject to many attempts in Lebanon, Iran and
elsewhere, but were unable to "get them” until this time. Therefore, they
wanted to make up for everything they had missed, hence the show of force they
photographed against the target their airplanes went after, although it was
Just a civilian airplane without one bullet aboard to defend itself. More-
over, it belonged to a friendly not a hostile, state and was unable to make

contact with Egypt.
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Therefore, it was natural that the Egyptian reaction be one of strong outrage.
This is the message American TV got recently when it carried photos of Presi-
dent Husni Mubarak's recent press conference in which he told the true story
of what actually happened abnd sincerely expressed the deep sense of hurt he
folt as a citizen and as president of a people who value their pride and
dignity and place it above all else.

That is why the voices of the American show of force died down days ago and
it became clear that a reexamination process was underway to assess the gains
and losses of an operation which added one more monstrous mistake to the long
list of American mistakes in the Middle East.

12929/12502
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FOUR YEARS OF MUBARAK RULE SEEN‘IN POSITIVE LIGHT
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 14 Oct 85 p 1
[Editorial: "Four Xears of Giving"

[Text] Today is the 4th annlversary of President Mubarak's ascent to power
in Egypt. If we were to characterize these 4 years in one brief sentence, we’
can truly and unhesitantingly say that they have been years of giving and
hard work for the sake of Egypt and for a better future for its upcoming
generations.

Although the life of a people is not measured in months or years, we have

been able during this limited number of years to perceive bright signs on the
road of the struggle for a better future for Egypt and its struggling people
as well as the main features of Mubarak's clear and realistic system of rule.

On the internal front, accompllshment has been establisheéd as the only
criterion for evaluation, appraisal and comparison in the belief that actions
speak louder than words and that what the country needs is hard work to bOlVE
its problems, not glltterlng promlseo or rosy dreamo.

Perhaps it is a gignificant coincidence that the last day of the 4th year of
Mubarak's regime should witness the inauguration of two big projects: the
Jala' Tunnel, which adds another new civilizational feature to the Egyptian
capital and contributes to the solution of its problems, and the inauguration
of new housing in 6 October City which augments the hous1ng pool with new
units that help alleviate the houolng problem.

One main character of Mubarak's system of rule is a seriousness in dealing
with problems and solving major problems through radical solutions that get to
the causes of the problem and are not satisfied with treating the effects

and using fast-acting tranquilizers to conceal its severe symptoms.

Big problems, in Mubarak's view, require long-term solutions and hard work
through a development plan that sets priorities which cannot be overstepped
in the quest for cheap popularity or for applause that does not alter the

truth in any way.

28




Government, in Mubarak's view, is a great responsibility for the future of
the people and their generation. Concealing problems and deferring solutions
until they get out of hand is not a loyal and trustworthy course to take.

Tn keeping with his belief in serious work and the magnitude of the responsi-
bility for a people's destiny, Mubarak never made promises he could not

keep nor did he delude the toiling people with dreams of prosperity from
heaven. Rather, he asked everyone to work with him with devotion for the
sake of Egypt, reaffirming his pelief that without higher production, pros-
perity cannot be achieved and problems will not be solved.

This course of his is in keeping with his profound belief that there is no
alternative to democracy as a way for the people to share responsibility for
their country and their destinies and that different opinions are the sures?
way to arrive at the best decision. \

President Mubarak was the one who released political prisoners a few days
after he assumed power. They went right from prisons and detention camps to
meet with him. He was also the one who allowed opposition newspapers to
resume publication and who received opposition leaders to consult with them on
important issues. He wag the one who declared his faith in everyone's
patriotism and national loyalty, supporters and opponents alike, asking them
all to work for the sake of Egypt.

There is no room here to count all the brilliant signs on_Mubérak's road
during the last 4 years at home or abroad, but it seems beneficial to pause
before some outstanding marks in Mubarak's record.

During these 4 years, the Arab character of Fgypt has been established
through experiences, ordeals and genuine Arab stances. Feypt's leading
personality, which agitators tried to obliterate, came into prominence. )
Witness Egypt's withdrawal of its ambassador to Israel following the Tsracli
invasion of Lebanon, its genuine Arab stance in supporting Iraq in its war in
the Gulf, its strong position following the raid on Tunis, its refusal to
receive the negotiating delegation on Taba and its support of the PLO leader-
ship and its resistance to attempts to control Palestinian decisions.

As for the international front, Egypt's international personality reemerged
and gained the respect of the international community during the last 4 years
of Mubarak's regime. FRgypt was elected to the Security Council, returned to
the Islamic Conference and resumed its role in the non-aligned movement, and
its leading role in the African community came into prominence. As for its
persistent and sincere efforts to set in motion the peace process, regain
Arab rights and solve the Palestinian problem, the international community
has attested to such efforts and made great progress in polarizing inter-
national support for Arad rights.

The record goes on and on, both internally and externally. Because great
peoples are always able to achieve their great goals, we have a deep faith
that our great people will continue on the road of struggle and giving
alongside Mubarak in order to achieve their goals.

12929 /12502
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MUBARAK'S WIFE SPEAKS OUT ON SOCIAL ISSUES
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 18 Oct 85 p 8
[Article: "Family Planning Success Depends on Rural Woman"]

[Text] Mrs Husni Mubarak said that the success of family planning depends on
the rural woman because she represents the great majority of women who for a
long time were deprived of their rights, most of which they have regained in
recent years. She said that it was necessary to support the social activities
of women and provide them with health and educational services through social
organizations. She added that rural women play an active role in the fields
of public work and objectives related to families, children and working women.

Mrs Mubarak emphasized that Egyptian children receive an ample share of
government care and attention.

At the reception held yesterday at the Ramses Hilton Hotel on the occasion of
the visit by Mrs Dorothy Broom, international president of the (INRUL) Clubs,
to Egypt, the First Lady added that the message the social action clubs all
over the world offer is that they do not discriminate against people on the
basis of color, race or creed because the human being is the ultimate end,
regardless of any other congideration.

The First Lady said that the reception was an appropriate occasion for
presenting a general comprehensive evaluation of the feminist movement
worldwide, especially since we are at the threshhold of the end of the UN
Women's Decade, which held its last international conference last July in
Nairobi where the largest international gathering in the history of women was
held. ‘

Mrs Mubarak alluded to the Nairobi conference by saying that it represented
an important experience for the Egyptian woman worthy of further study to
uncover the most important results of this female gathering, which included
14,000 women. She said that Egypt played an outstanding leading role at this
conference in its capacity as president of the 77 Group, which means that it
headed the delegations of 139 UN members representing the continents of the

world.

The First Lady said that we in Egypt afford children the kind of care and
attention they need as the shapers of the future. Therefore, elementary
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schools have received a large share of time and effort spent in public

service. The year 1985 was the year of the library on the national level
because in a society which is building its present and looking forward to its -
future, the cultivation of the mind is as important as good health.

The reception began with a speech by Mrs Huda al-Dib, the Egyptian president
of the 95th District, in which she welcomed Mrs Mubarak and Mrs Dorothy Broom
and it was attended by Dr Amal 'Uthman, minister of social security and
social affairs, and by club members.

It is noteworthy that Mrs Dorothy Broom arrived in Egypt last Tuesday on a
9-day visit during which she will visit social action organizations and -
inspect the work of the Egyptian (INRUL) Club as part of her official tour of
the countries which are members of the World (INRUL) Clubs. = _
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PROMINENT JOURNALIST WRITES FROM TUNIS AFTER ISRAFELI RAID
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Oct 85

[Commentary by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din in the "Diary" Column]

[5 Oct 85 p 16]

[Text] Regardless of their different countries or political leanings, no two
Arab or foreign political observers in Tunis disagree about the fact that the
Israeli raid on PLO headquarters in Tunis was basically aimed at striking a
low blow against the proposed political initiatives, which have reached a new
high point with the visit of President Husni Mubarak and King Husayn to the
United States recently.

The relation between the death of three Israelis on a yacht in Cyprus and the
Tunis raid is similar to the relation between the shots fired at the Israeli
ambassador in London and the Israeli attack on Lebanon a few days later.

It is not the relation of a cause to its effect; rather, it is the relation
of a pretext to an action prepared and ready for execution, lacking only the
choice of time and justification.

Israel forms a plan to accomplish a certain objective. The plan has been
studied for months or years and is ready down to the last detail. Israel,
however, waits for a pretext to be used and for the timing that will accom-
plish several objectives at once before she releases the studied and
calculated blow: such was the 1967 war, suchwas the attack on the Baghdad
nuclear reactor (Begin's coup, which won in the elections), such was the
attack on Lebanon, and suchwas the air raid on Tunis.

Fundamentally, Israel wants no negotiations. Whoever negotiates has to
engage in a give and take, but Israel does not need to give anything and does
not want any Palestinian in any delegation. If we offered her the names of

4 million Palestinians, she would find a reason to reject each of them,
because merely to acknowledge "the Palestinian reality" shakes her presence
in the occupied territories—-even if she continually talks about peace and

negotiations.

Israel found the pressure on her from the recent initiatives increasing.
Secretary of State Shultz might have brought the names of a Jordanian-
Palestinian delegation for discussion, and it seemed that America was on the
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verge of moving toward some sort of de facto recognition of the PLO. It
therefore became necessary to demolish the PLO, destroying the Palestinian
body in Lebanon and the head in Tunis.

This strike was therefore necessary in order to rekindle the total war
between Israel and the PLO, embarrassing America and Europe, and demonstrat-
ing that there are no "extremists" and "moderates" among the Palestinians,
as no one will negotiate with Israel under a rain of bombs. Thus the ini-
tiative will be dealt a severe blow for a long time, and Peres will gain
domestically in the bidding against the Likud bloc. :

[6 Oct 85 p 14]

[Text] Had the Israeli planes reached Tunis 2 hours ahead of schedule, had
they arrived at 8:10 instead of 10:10, they might have succeeded in killing
Abu 'Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat], Abu Iyad [Salah Khalaf], and a large number of
Fatah and PLO leaders.

The buildings that include the residences, offices, and headquarters of the
PLO adjoin each other in one place, public and visible to the eye. Before
such operations, Israel studied them carefully. The scene indicates that

it knew the place yard by yard and inch by inch. In this case it was

very easy. Israel, of course, has carried out exercises in the Mediterranean
involving flying in this direction, refueling in flight, the movement and
schedules of international air traffic, etc., using the most modern weapons
and technology supplied to her by the United States.

At the same time, Israel is protesting the supplying of Jordan with defensive
air weapons--when the skies lie open before her!

After the 1967 Israeli air strike against Egypt, General Tal, then commander
of the [Israeli] Air Force, said that they had been studying the operation
with the most precise information provided to them by all sources, from
aerial photograph to ground reconnaissance, and had been training for it for
10 years, i.e., since their withdrawal from Egypt after the 1957 Tripartite
Aggression.

Israel had been raising a din for weeks about possibilities for a strike
against Jordan because of the existence of commando bases there. In‘fact, ‘
there are none. It appears that this din was to mislead, so that Tunis
could be struck with ease.

In 1956, Israel massed troops on the borders of Jordan to mislead; then the
attack fell on Egypt. In 1967, they massed troops on the Syrian border and
talked about occupying Damascus; then they directed their blow against
Egypt under the pretense that Egypt had begun the war, as their Communique
No 10 said. When it became clear after the war that this had not been
true, Dayan replied to journalists' questions by saying that the question

of who had begun the fighting had become academic.

For at least a year there has been talk of an Israeli plan to strike PLO
bases in Tunisia or South Yemen. As usual, the Arabs did not believe it.
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Had they believed it, what would they have done until the blow actually
fell on Tunis? : :

[7 Oct 85 p 13]

[Text] Abu 'Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat] said to me that Israel by itself is
technically incapable of carrying out the operation of striking Tunis,
because the refueling of eight aircraft in the air at least three times

during the round trip requires "nurse" planes that Israel does not have in
sufficient numbers. "Eight planes have to be protected by eight other
pPlanes. Would it be possible for an aerial refueling operation over the
Mediterranean, filled as it is with observation and listening devices, not to
be noticed by anyone? . Could they be thought to be on a pleasure trip?" '

Abu 'Ammar is‘kndwn to have a sixth sense. He did not, however, sense the
danger when he left his office, only to take a walk for exercise, half an
hour before the office was blown up. S o

He had returned the pfevious.night from Morocco and was. exhausted after
having stayed up all night at work. o :

When one visits the site of the bombing, one finds nothing but level

ground. It is as if there had been no buildings there previously, so

intense and concentrated was the destruction. It was known that Abu 'Ammar's
office was in one of these buildings; it was not well known that he also -
lived in it, ‘ : - ' : '

Six small notebooks in which Abu 'Ammar had been writing and which he had
fastened together before leaving the building were found blown about 2 km
by the explosion from on top of the desk at which he had been sitting a
short time before. Pieces of his clothing were found high in the trees
some kilometers away. o

"Such precise aerial photograph," says Abu 'Ammar, "can be done only by
satellite, though I personally believe that espionage on the ground is

still fundamental. The destruction took place with surgical precision, and
then the planes dived and strafed the area with machine gun fire so that no -
one would escape."

The martyrs were buried in é'cbmmunal grave in Tunis rather than being
returned to their countries. The bombing had so mangled the flesh and blood
remains that it became difficult to gather together the body of any single
martyr. ' ' o

[8 Oct 85 p 14] .

[Text] Tunisia will pay dearly for the Israeli raid. This, though a side
effect, deserves to be taken into account by Mr Ronald Reagan, who saw in
the Israeli raid a legitimate response to terrorism. - :

Tunisia is a ¢oﬁntry that depends .in its economy on effort, work, and
intelligence, since sufficient natural resources are not available. For this

34




reason, tourism represents one of the most important sources of income for
Tunisia.

When Tunisia accepted the move of the Arab League to it, people's feelings
were divided. On the one hand, it would plunge into the pit of Arab events
and conflicts.a country that had lived bent on keeping its distance from
this morass, and it might affect tourism, which wants a safe, emanc1pated, _
beautiful, and clean country. On the other hand, the League's presence with'
its activities, expenditures, and embassies would create brisk economic ]
‘activity--also a rise in prices--easily perceived in little Tunls, which 1s
not like Cairo with its 10 mlllion.

Subsequently, the p011t1c1zat10n of Tunisia in the eye of the tourist was
increased by a number of factors unanticipated at the time of the Arab
League's move to Tunis: the Israeli attack on Lebanon, the expulsion of’
the Palestlnlan resistance from Lebanon, and the PLO's choice (how narrow

the options were') to have its headquarters in Tunis. Israeli propaganda in o

European newspapers began to mix the name of Tunis with terrorism and the
headquarters of terrorism. Tourism to Tunisia is basically European, the ‘
country is the Arab Riviera, across from the French Riviera, but much cheaper.

Then came al-Qadhdhafi's threats and booby-trapped packages to spread a
further atmosphere of danger in Tunlsla

Financiers and economists here now expect that the recent Israeli raid will .
have a great, even back-breaking effect on tourism, since it has made s
Tunisia, with the Arab League and PLO headquarters located in it, look as 1f
it were a, "confrontatlon statée" and a potential battlefield.

The Tunisian people know all this. Reaction to the Israeli raid, however,
was strange: spontaneous demonstrations went out cheering and welcoming
the fact that Tunisia would become a confrontation state. The official
government expressed complete sympathy with the PLO, and the feeling of the
people overflowed for the Palestinians who are being pursued to the ends of
the earth by injustice from Israel and from certain Arab states._

[9 Oct 85 p 18]

[Text] President Ronald Reagan s pronouncements have made a heavier
impression on Tunlsla than :the bombs droped by Israel. ’

Abu 'Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat] says: "The obJective was to kill both the chair-
man of the PLO and the peace initiative. Perhaps they succeeded in the
second objective." He notes that Reagan's pronouncement supporting the
operation and expressing his pleasure at the expertise of Israeli intelli-
gence came out 1 hour after the air attack.

Tunisian authorities note that President Bourguiba was visiting Ronald
Reagan 2 months ago, and that with the development of a crisis between Libya
and Tunisia, the Americans gave assurance of their support for Tunisia's |
independence and sovereignty a week before the Israeli attack. The Amerlcan
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fleet was off the Tunisian coast, and the commander of the fleet visited
Tunis and presented its president with a sword. Is an attack on Tunisian
sovereignty, as America sees the matter, not the right of Libya, while it
is the right of Israel? What sort of friendship is this? What confidence
can Tunisia feel toward the United States? The Israeli aggression received
not a word of condemnation from America; instead, reaction from the White
House itself was support for the aggression and praise for the efficiency
of Isfaeli_intelligence. »

They did not even consider respecting the national feelings of the Tunisian
people. The shock to President Bourguiba personally after he had trusted
America for 30 years was extreme. His meeting with the American ambassador
was very stormy and blunt. Never in the history of Tunisia's firm relation-
ship with America had the Tunisian president been known to accuse America of
what amounted to collusion. It was rumored that the ambassador carried a
handwritten letter from Reagan denying America's knowledge of the attack.

Tunisia, which continues to have a crisis with Libya even after this grave
aggression, with threats and expulsion of workers, is asking itself whether
the Arab world will offer it the support it needs, especially money and
weapons.

I have learned that the visit of a representative of King Hasan of Morocco
to Tunisia was for the purpose of offering, on behalf of Libya, the
convocation of a North African summit, to include Libya, Tunisia, Algeria,
and Morocco. Bourguiba, however, rejected the suggestion and rejected any
cooperation with Libya.

Tunisian authorities say that Libya has done nothing after the raid to
indicate that it has changed its intentions against Tunisia, and that they
are.not ready to be tolerant toward the Libyan interventions which led to
Tunisia's decision to break off relations.

[10 Oct 85 p 20]

[Text] Dear Colonel [al-Qadhdhafi]:

The Israeli raid on Tunis has proved that all Arab countries have become
"confrontation states." Before the invention of modern aviation, the con-
frontation states were Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt; the rest of the
Arab states had the luxury of talking about "a fight to the death" without
having anything demanded from them, secure in their geographical distance
from Israel. It was therefore a truism that "states increase in extremism
as their distance from the Israeli border increases.” '

Israel has now proved that war has other possible theaters than '"the
contiguous borders," and that it is possible to strike over a distance of
thousands of kilometers at Tunis.

The distance from Banghazi, for example, to Israel is half the distance
from Israel to al-Hammamat in Tunisia.
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If published reports are true, you have a huge arsenal of the most modern
aircraft and skilled pilots. It is you who are demanding that the Arabs
fight to the death ‘and sacrifice lives ceaselessly. You called on the PLO
army and leadership to commit suicide during the siege of Beirut rather than
leave Beirut.. Why do you not try aiming an air strike of this sort at any
target in Israel, no matter how insignificant? The psychological effect here
would be important and fundamental. At least Israel would sense, ‘to begin
with, that the skies of the region are not an open field for her alone.
Secondly, she would sense that it is possible to deliver an Arab bomb to
Israel. This would.be‘better than fighting in Chad and elsewhere.

It has been demonstrated that the matter is possible technlcally and
m111tar11y with the weapons that you have.

It does not matter what Israel's retaliatory reaction might be. This is
war! This is a fight to the death!

Those who ‘speak in your name and specialize in reV111ng‘honorable national- -
ists will say that the matter is not simple and that it requ1res that "things
be taken into consideration."

I say to them: You are right. The matter is not easy and, to be sure, it
requires that things be taken into consideration.

However, why does the colonel refuse to allow others to take things into
consideration? Why does he refuse to allow their considerations to impede
"the fight to the death?" Why does he accuse everyone who takes anything
into consideration of treason?

Or is there a possibility that the colonel will surprise us with an operation
against Israel, not against an Arab or African country, so that we can con--
vince ourselves that he really believes the story of a fight to the death--
in cases other than those in which only the death of other people is at
stake! ‘

12937/13046
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SLP LEADER SHUKRI DISCUSSES POLICY ON ISRAEL
Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 12 Oct 85 pp 42-44

[Interview with Ibrahim Shukri, head of the Socialist Labor Party, by
Mujahid 'Ali Sharab in Cairo: '"No Reason for Israeli Ambassador To Stay;
Camp David Accords: One Frozen, the Other Dropped;" date not specified]

[Text] Egyptian [Socialist] Labor Party leader Ibrahim Shukri raised the
slogan "A million Palestinian flags in Cairo for a single Israeli flag."
The party rejects any Zionist presence on any Arab land, Egyptian and Arab
alike.

[Question] How does Ibrahim Shukri personally assess Labor Party relations
with the PLO?

[Answer] Our relations with the Palestinian question go back to the forties
when Young Egypt Party leader Mr Ahmad Husayn was one of those who volun-
teered to defend Palestinian land. We always supported any effort aimed at
raising the banner of the Palestinian cause and the voice of Palestinians
everywhere. Then came the PLO with which we were intent on having contacts
under all circumstances.

I come to this period which I consider extraordinary and abnormal in the
history of Egypt. We must attach great importance to these contacts, and
the Egyptian people and government must strive to preserve their relations
with the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people. . ‘

We will not compromise on this principle, hence our presence at the Palestine
National Council when it convened in Damascus, Algiers, and Amman. We are
always eager to maintain contact with the true leaders of the cause and their
representatives, for they know the best course which should be followed. We
must support their judgment, hence our support for the PLO under all
circumstances. . '

[Question] How do you view the credibility of American policy and do you
think it is serious in seeking a "settlement" acceptable to all parties?

[Answer] The United States, as a superpower, has its own interests and
thus arranges matters accordingly. I believe there will be no change in the

38




American attitude toward the Palestinian problem unless constant pressures
are applied by the Arab countries.

[Question] What do you think about the outcome of Murphy's recent tour
and about American conditions on the PLO and Jordan to recognize Israel in
advance?

[Answer] Murphy's tour, as are other tours as well, is an American ruse
aimed at giving the impression that the United States is doing something or
making efforts while the true objective is to form an idea about what factors
ought to be taken into consideration in order to safeguard its interests on
the basis of new developments! But ultimately, Israel is still assured that
American decisions always correspond to all its personal wishes.

[Question] Do you regard Thatcher's visit as a continuation of Murphy's
tour or as a substitute for it?.

[Answer] England knows what it can do. It is trying to preserve its
interests, but its actions do not cross the boundaries generally set by the
United States. I would like to point out that tangible progress has been
made with regard to the British government following its agreement to
receive a Palestinian-Jordanian delegation. I do not want to anticipate
events, but I would like to say that we must watch any progress, no matter -
how small. I do not want to say that Thatcher's visit is a continuation of
or a substitute for Murphy's efforts. I am just making this positive step .
a matter of record. '

[Question] Is it the beglnnlng of an actual British recognltlon of the PLO,
notw1thstand1ng Thatcher's reservations and her contention that the meeting
does not mean recognition of the PLO? - :

[Answer] It is a step in keeping with future recognition. Recognition will
come at the proper time. This is a step on the road. :

[Question] What do you think of the possibility of holding. an international
peace conference, as suggested by the PLO, as a reply to the Amerlcan call
for direct negot1at10ns7

[Answer] 1 suppbrt,the‘idea of an international conference. Undoubtedly,
such a conference will most likely have international guarantees within the
scope of general rules based on the basic rights which must be guaranteed

to all peoples. Moreover, the presence of several parties affords a greater
opportunlty to install parties who are not totally preJudlced in Israel's
favor as arblters. '

It is clear that the United States has always rejected this idea, putting
forth as an alternative "direct negotiations" or "direct contact." I

believe, however, that there are some movement and some modest changes.

[Question] In the'SLP,'you raised the slogan "One million Palestinian flags
in Cairo for a single Israeli flag" in counteracting the Egyptian-Israeli
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treaty and normalization. How far has this treaty gone, in your opinion,
and what kind of future does it have?

[Answer] I can say with certainty that the Egyptian people totally reject
normalization with Israel, and Israel is well aware of that., There is no
doubt that the Egyptian government very often comes under pressure and has to
deal with certain situations. Therefore, it has had to do something to please
Israel, as the agreements stipulate. But based on more than one position,

we believe that the Egyptian government did not try in any way to impose
normalization on the Egyptian people.

Israel, having realized the matter was not a question of an agreement it
concluded one day with al-Sadat and with the Egyptian government, is
reappraising its position now. I know that the United States, in its dealings
with Egypt, always hints at improving relations with Israel. The United
States has reiterated its wish to see the Egyptian ambassador return to

Tel Aviv, but the Egyptian government's reply has been influenced by the
Egyptian people's stand. The Taba question has not been resolved, nor has
the treatment of Palestinians in the occupied territory changed. Hence,

I say that the present situation is in a state of inaction. No matter how
much Israel tries, reality says that unless actual progress is made in
solving the problems of the Palestinian cause and of the other occupied
territories, there will be no future for the kind of peace which is not
built on just foundations or which does not guarantee the rights of the
Palestinian people. Moreover, the Palestinian cause, even within the con-
fines of the Camp David Accords [CDA], will not experience any progress,
hence the state of inaction. Therefore, other methods and courses of action
must be considered in order to find solutions. The CDA is as good as can-
celed, for as far as Egypt is concerned it has been put on ice and as

far as the Palestinians are concerned it has been actually dropped.

[Question] Many events have emerged lately, the most recent of which was
the assassination of the Israeli attache Atrakshi. These events were
expected to bring an end to Egyptian~-Israeli relations or to bury normaliza-
tion alive. It is noted, however, that both governments, the Israeli side
particularly, took in these events without counteracting them with the
expected "reaction." What do you think of this situation, and is there any
attempt to preserve that thin thread?

[Answer] The Israeli side cannot accuse the Egyptian government of not
taking precautions. The Israeli embassy has a large number of security
forces around it.

Israel wants to claim that the perpetrators were a small group which did

not represent the real trend in Egypt. It is playing it cool. When Egypt
withdrew its ambassador from Tel Aviv, Israel did not follow suit, although .
diplomatic practice requires such an action. Israel is determined to
preserve appearances by saying that its ambassador is still in Egypt because
the ambassador, in such a position, serves a specific purpose. Israel knows
that the Arab countries are devoting all their attention to this matter,
reiterating their refusal to maintain normal relations with Egypt while the
Israeli ambassador is in Cairo.
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[Question] Do you mean that Israel is keeping its ambassador in Egypt to
obstruct Egypt's return to the Arab fold and impede the resumption of
normal Arab-Egyptian relations?

[Answer] The ambassador's withdrawal will have an adverse effect on
Israel's ‘interests. Therefore, it has to bite the bullet and keep its
ambassador there, even at the expense of diplomatic practice.

[Question] What about the Taba problem? The official Egyptian position
insists on international arbitration while Israel is still searching for a
compromise through negotiation or conciliation and rejects international
arbitration as capitulation, thus leading the problem into new labyrinths.
How do you perceive the required national solution?

[Answer] We consider the Egyptian government's acceptance of arbitration

as a kind of capitulation because Taba belongs to Egypt by Israel's admission,
since, during the 1956 withdrawal, Israel pulled out of Taba. 1If Taba were
part of the Palestinian territory, would Israel have withdrawn from it?

There are maps, lsraeli maps, according to recent press reports in Israel
itself which confirm that Taba is Egyptian. We must not even concede the
principle of arbitration. I do not think that the Egyptian government will
give in any further or will follow another course.

[Question] Do you mean like conciliation or negotiation, for instance?

[Answer] Conciliation is not possible. The land is Egyptian, and arbitra-
tion is the least that can be done as far as Egypt is concerned. When the
Egyptian government says that we accept arbitration, it is because it is
fully convinced that it has documents which can easily prove that Taba is
Egyptian territory. I believe that the Egyptian government must adopt a
firmer position.

[Question] What about Egypt's return to its Arab environment and the Camp
David obstacle it is facing in this regard?

[Answer] If Camp David had any bad effects, it is the rift it caused
between Egypt and the Arab world. This is the worst thing that can happen
to the Arabs and the best thing that can happen to Israel. I would like to
tell you, and I lived through this period, that never in the history of the
world did two countries declare war against each other only to exchange
embassies on the following day. Israel, aware of the way it can deal a
blow to Egyptian-Arab relations, insisted on exchanging ambassadors the day
the treaty was signed, before the evacuation of Sinai began. It again
insisted on exchanging ambassadors when it evacuated the Ra's Muhammad-Sharm
al-Shaykh line because when ambassadors are exchanged, the Israeli flag is
hoisted before the evacuation of Sinai. It did, in fact, realize its
objective with utmost success.

We have to go beyond this point. I support any efforts to improve relations

betwen Egypt and the Arab countries. The situation now is far better than
it was a few years ago.
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[Question] What were your impressions following your participation in the
parliamentary conference in Canada, and how was the failure to condemn
Israel during the debate on the "elimination of colonialism" handled?

[Answer] Frankly, the Arab cause has regréssed iﬁjintéfnatibnal quarters,
particularly with regard to the meetings of "the International Parliamentary, . - ..
Federation, due to ‘Arab conflicts, ds well as other'problems on' the mind of,
world public opinion which have a regional impact, such as what we call the
"Lebanese issue" and the ‘Iran-Iraq war. ” o L

e v
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Hence, these new circumstances may have contributed to the fading interest in
the Palestinian cause. Compare this attitude to what happened in the Rome
conference when Abu 'Ammar attended the international parliamentary confer-
ence which convened in Rome in September 1982. The entire conference gave
Abu 'Ammar a standing ovationm, greeting him with applause for more than 10
minutes. I never, in my whole life, saw an international leader received
this way in any international quarter,

Three years later, in Montreal, Canada, an attempt was made to ban presenta-
tion of the Palestinian issue for consideration and to obstruct any discussion
of the Palestinian people's cause and right to self-determination. Some
people alleged that the Palestinian people's cause did not meet the criteria
of the principle of self-determination.

When I took the floor, I insisted, over the objections of the conference
chairman, on raising the question of the Palestinian people's cause meeting
the criteria for the right to self-determination. The Palestinian delegation
and the Arab delegation thanked me. The Arabs must adopt a unified stand on
their national causes.

[Question] While talking in your office as president of the Social Labor
Party's parliamentary body, we are reminded of your position rejecting the
law which prohibits Palestinians from owning land in Egypt. How, in your
opinion, can this law be rescinded or re~amended, and how can the harm this
law has brought upon the Palestinians, who own land and cultivated it as
their sole source of livelihood, be remedied?

[Answer] 1 suggested to the president of the People's Assembly that the
matter be postponed until the next session in order to have a better chance
to discuss it.

The amendment introduced by the parliamentary committee was a bad one. It
was better when the government submitted it because it did not apply to the
present status, but only to cases of death. The committee introduced
another amendment providing for disposal within 5 years or upon death,
whichever comes first. That is why, after rejecting the law in principle,
I asked that the law be amended to read "whichever comes later" instead of
"whichever comes first." FALASTIN A-THAWRAH explained this point in Issue
No 571 of 24 August 1985. The bill was presented as an urgent one and the
session was crowded with bills, so it was passed. Therefore, it is logical
to demand that it be amended because it did not receive its fair share of
debate and is, in fact, amendable.
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[Question] How does fighter Ibrahim Shukri view the future of the
Palestinian revolution? .

[Answer] The door of independent judgment is open on one condition: that
we not lose this sacred torch in our hearts and that we must protect and
defend our case and not lock up our weapons in drawers and warehouses. In
defending our just andrlanul rights, the PLO can never be called a
"terrorist" organization. The Palestinian people must preserve this sacred
torch and must always protect it., We must not lose our resolve in any way.

12502/13046
CSO: 4504/56
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'ABD-AL-NASIR'S ERA RECALLED
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 28 Sep 85 p 7
[Editorial: "Abd-al-Nasir's Anniversary"]

[Text] Today is the 15th anniversary of the death of the departed leader
Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. Opinions of 'Abd-al-Nasir may differ but there is unani-
mous agreement that during his 18-year rule Egypt changed from a country sub-
servient to foreign imperialism and to the domination of the half of 1 percent
class into an independent country with dignity and stature in the Arab world,
in Africa, and in the non-aligned movement.

The revolution led by 'Abd-al-Nasir the evening of 23 July 1952, was different
from all others in the world in that it was a white revolution that avoided
bloodshed, personal vendettas, and settling of accounts. It went on to accumu-
late dignity and honor for the homeland and its citizenry.: :

During 'Abd-al-Nasir's era, the farmer was liberated from feudalist domination
and the worker from the'dictatorship of the employer. Representatives of
workers and farmers came to occupy at least 50 percent of all seats in legisla-
tive and people's assemblies. Universities opened their doors to the people
free of charge so that higher education became equally available to all. Col-
leges and universities multiplied and Egypt became the center of educational
and scientific enlightenment in the third world. :

Egypt assumed its position as leader of the Arab world. Every ‘Arab country saw
in 'Abd-al-Nasir a symbol of liberation, of struggle, and of social justice.
Egypt was also one of the three. founding states of the non-aligned movement
which now comprises more than half the nations of the world.

'Abd~al-Nasir played a distinguished historical role in calling for Asian-
African solidarity since the early years of the revolution and in putting for-
ward the charter of the Organization of African Unity in 1963.

'Abd-al-Nasir's memory will remain alive in Egypt's soul and in the heart of
every citizen that lives on this good earth and in this homeland, which never
forgets the favors of its sincere leaders who lived for Egypt and died in its

service.

12945/12766
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'NASIRISM' AFTER 'ABD-AL-NASIR DISCUSSED
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 5-11 Oct 85 pp 59-60

[Article by Humidah Na'na': '"Nasirism's Last Means of Influence: The
Nasirists After 'Abd-al'Nasir."]

[Text] How can we define Nasirism after Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir? And then
again, does Nasirism exist in Egypt? Why not create a Nasirist party on the
pattern of other parties which have jointed'ithe experlment of democratlc
multiplicity?

Was 'Abd-al-Nasir's leadership purely propaganda through the mass media, the
microphone, and the TV camera, or was it motre than that, a v151on to develop
backward societies and steer them on the way to progress‘7

Undoubtedly 'Abd-al-Nasir's leadership was based on issues which touched the
Egyptian people's daily lives as well as the aspirations of the Arabs.
Besides 'Abd-al-Nasir's leadership charisma, there was also the series of
slogans he raised with regard to "unity," "socialism," and "freedom." There
was the series of economic and social measures which reshaped the semlfeudal
society in prerevolutionary Egypt.

Add to that the "necessity," to quote Fathi Ghanim. The "necessity" sprang
from the fact that 'Abd-al-Nasir emerged in a developing Third World country
which, notwithstanding its civilizational wealth, suffered severe economic
backwardness. It is an acknowledged fact in sociology that any people in
the process of development need a leadership as the center of ‘gravity that
can draw them around it in order to reach the desired goal.” To this day,
Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir's personality still offers to students of history and
revolutions a model of a leader who left his mark after his death.

After Egypt entered the phase of the multi-party system, 1t was difficult for
Nasirism, under existing circumstances, to make a comeback as a political
party. But preventing it from forming a party does not necessarily mean
doing away with it. Several Nasirist leaders have joined the Social Labor ;
Party [SLP] and the Grouping Party [NPUG], but their presence within these
parties has not invalidated their role as independent forces nor has it
thwarted their demand to form a party through which they can express them-
selves. The history of forming the party goes back to an attempt in 1976 by
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Kamal Rif'at, when the first steps toward a multi-party system were taken
within the Soc1allst Union, the sole organiation at that time.

At the beginning of President Husni Mubarak's regime, and with thé "relative
relaxation" enjoyed by the political forces, a deputy from the city of
Alexandria by the name of Kamal Ahmad submitted a request for permission to
found a Nasirist Party. Meanwhile, Farid 'Abd-al-Karim was gathering around
him many followers in-an attempt to found a "Nasirist Arab Socialist Party."
While some people thought that the Nasirists were at odds with each other and
that each side was playing its own tune, Farid 'Abd-al-Karim assured AL-
TADAMUN that the Nasirists have a united position and that their planned party
- would be a party for all of them. He also said that the Nasirists are the
majority and if their party is destined to be formed, it will be one of the
largest political parties in existence in the Egyptian political arena.

The New Nasirists

B

Who are these Nasirists about whom Farid 'Abd-al-Karim is talking?

According to their cadres, they are the people's productive forces, those who
have an interest in correcting and erasing the traces of the 17 May 1970
apostasy. Their means to this end is their acceptance of the principle of
"political multiplicity" so that they may form their own distinctive party to’
advocate their program and try, through democratic means, to restore Egypt

to the Arab fold as a leader, an advocate of nationalism, and a unifier of
the Arab street.

Farid 'Abd-al-Karim outlined for AL-TADAMUN the dimensions for creating a
Nasirist Party, saying: "In view of the fact that a Nasirist current organ-
ized into a party is the nucleus of a united Arab movement, the objective is

plainly and distinctly clear."”

One perceives from reading such a statement that the new Egyptian Nasirists,
unlike the other Nasirist organizations which have spring up in Arab countries,
have a nationalist organizational vision, even though they refuse at this
time to answer any questions about this matter. Furthermore, they concen-
trate on espousing 'Abd-al-Nasir's slogans of 'socialism, freédom, and unity"
and believe that the march undertaken by the Free Officers Revolution of 23
July 1952 on the practical level up until 1970 is proof of the soundness of

the principles they advocate.

The 15 May 1970 onslaught has made the Nasirists more willful and determined
to adhere to the ideas and practices of Nasirism so as not to give the right,
which led the campaign, a winning card for criticism and defamation, just as
Nikita Krushchev did at the 20th conference of the Soviet Communist Party when
he hung Josef Stalin's dirty linen in public, thus causing the world to

forget Stalin's positive achievements and to concentrate on the "negative
aspects of socialist movements." : : :

Despite the determination of the bases not to engage in a critical reexamina-
tion, Nasirist leaders who met with AL-TADAMUN said that the experience will

be reexamined. But how?
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One must search for the post-'Abd-al-Nasir changes and keep one's eye on the
casues and symptoms which must be studied and used for launching the tool
prescribed in the "Nasirist program," namely the masses and not the organiza-
tion. "Abd—al—Na51r ‘did not use anythlng else but this method which has fully
proven 1ts effectlveness.

The new Na51rlsts explaln their program for returnlng to the Egyptlan
political arena. : : :

Nasirists and theJLaw’

The request the Nasirists submltted for founding thelr new party collided w1th
the parties law which says in effect that "no party has the right to be
formed unless it approved the Camp David Accords."

Of course, the Nasirists categorically reject this accord and strongly stress
the need to struggle against it.

One of their lawyers, Farid 'Abd-al-Karim to be exact, filed an appeal against
the parties law with the Supreme Council of State. Following arguments,
debates, and a propaganda campaign which impregnated the press for more than
a year, the Council of State ruled in favor of the Nasirists, who are now
awaiting for their party to be established officially.

Young Leaders Criticize Nasirism

In the circles of the young Nas1r15t leaders, one can hear a language
different from that used by those who shared flrst—hand Jamal 'Abd—al—Na51r s
ruling experience. : ‘

Although these individuals reaffirm the "charter's" principles and their

actual application and exonerate the practices held against Nasirism, namely
"autocracy and prisons,” the young leaders believe that these practices were
understandable and justifiable mistakes committed by the government but, ‘
nonetheless, must be condemned now. Hamdayn Sabahi, the preeminent 1eader of
this group, tole AL-TADAMUN: :

"Puttlng people into prlson and torturing them on the sole grounds of a
difference of opinion was a mistake committed by the revolutlon s securlty _
agencies, notwithstanding the extremely difficult local and international
circumstances. Today, while contemplating the tremendous legacy of Jamal
'Abd—al—Na51r we must have the moral courage to condemn fully torture and
abuse." . : : :

Position of Other Political Forces

What is the political forces' position on establishing a}Nasirist party at
this stage?



There are numerous positions and viewpoints.

Fathi Radwan, a former leader of the National Party before the revolution and
a former minister of state in successive post-revolution governments, believes
that establishing a Nasirist party today is not the problem. The problem lies
in who is going to establish it. Nasirism has essentially lost its means of
influence, and to revive this influence, its proponents must be a talented
political force capable of furthering Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir's popularity and a
propaganda revolution in the Arab world. If they make use of this popularity,
the party will be something different. '

Undoubtedly, observers of the Egyptian political scene raise many questions
about the positions of the parties which will be hurt by establishing the
Narsirist Party, such as the NPUG and the SLP, due to the fact that its
creation is bound to weaken their bases, not to mention their leaderships.
Nonetheless, the NPUG, in its belief in the necessity of democracy and a
multi-party system and in giving all forces a chance to express themselves,
reaffirmed through its secretary general, Khalid Muhyi-al-Din (who used to be
a member of the RCC but withdrew due to differences with it), its support

of "the right of all forces to set up their own independent political
organizations. We who supported the Wafd's right to exist cannot oppose the
Nasirists' right. We greet the Nasirist Party as a key ally and an asset,
not as an adversary to the NPUG."

As for Ibrahim Shukri, People's Assembly member and SLP leader, he too
supports what Khalid Muhyi-al-Din said in this regard and fully condemns the
constitutional restriictions prescribed in the political parties law prohibit-
ing political forces from setting up organizations to represent their
positions.

Despite grave reservations about the concept of "Nasirism," that Nasirism is
not viable as a political ideology, the Wafd, out of respect for democratic
rights, believes, as party secretary general Ibrahim Faraj, put it, that "the
general principle on which the Wafd Party was founded is respect for the
freedom of others. Formation of a party means freedom to some people and

its downfall is a matter to be:decided by the people as well. The government
does not have the right to seize this freedom."”

Finally, there is the ruling National Party which considers itself in one way
or another the representative of the 23 July legacy, even though its ranks
include many cadres who view this legacy with some anguish and uneasiness.
The National Party approves the principle of multiplicity, the principle of
the right of individuals and forces to demand the establishment of organiza-
tions. But it believes that the political scene in Egypt cannot support
another party because the existing parties represent groupings of various
opinions, some of which include in their ranks the Nasirists. What is needed
now, according to Hilmi al-Hariri, the present minister of health and former
secretary general of the National Party, is "to give the party a chance to
crystallize and mature before new parties, which in reality are a carbon copy

of existing ones, are created."
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Al-Hariri refused to acknowledge whether his opinion ‘should be considered a
ban on the establishment of a new party.

Finally, the establishment of the Nasirist Party is considered as the main
challenge to and a test of the Egyptian scene today. It is a challenge whose
shares are distributed among the Nasirists' political leadership, the govern-
ment with its "National" Party, and the other opposition parties, some of
which will lose important bases to the new party.

The Egyptian Council of State, the highest judicial body in the country, has
acknowleged the Nasirists' right to create their own organizations and the
only thing left to do is to announce it. I wonder how long "democracy" can
hold out in an Arab country afflicted with hundreds of problems, both economic
and social.

12502/12948
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CAIRO BUDGET SET FOR 1986
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 26 Sep 85 p 8

[Article by 'Adil Ibrahim and 'Abd-al-Hadi Tamam: '"New Cairo Budget at 319
Million Pounds. Electricity Consumption at Government Offices in Giza To Be
Reduced by 25 Percent"] »

[Text] The executive council of Cairo Governorate, headed by Governor Yusif
Sabri Abu-Talib, approved the FY 1985/86 governorate budget at 319 million
pounds, an increase of 43 million pounds over the previous year. The council
also approved a proposal to change the character of a governorate—dwned facil-
ity for asphalt—m1x1ng, t11e—manufactur1ng, and bulldozers. The complex would
be turned into a road-paving facility, thus transforming it from a service proj-—
ect into an 1nvestment prOJect :

The council also approved 21 mllllon‘pounds for the Public Cleanlhg fund and
zoned a plot of land on Hikestep road to house storage facilities. for the -
Egyptian Company for Foodstuffs ~ . '

The council further approved openlng of the road linking Tir'at al-Isma' 111yah
Street w1th Abu—Bakr al- Sadlg Street in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra'

Deputy Governor Maj Gen 'Abd-al-Ra'uf 'Abd-al-Rahman stated that foreign grants
totaled 66.5 million pounds of which 13.5 million pounds were in grants and -
the remainder in credits from the National Investment Bank.

Al-Gizah Governorate Executive Council, headed by Governor Dr 'Abd—al—Hamld
Hasan, resolved to prepare temporary emergency measures to collect all real.
estate and local taxes overdue from the previous fiscal years.. The council -
also discussed how to effect a 25 percent reduction in the use of electr1c1ty
in government offlces,‘ratlonallze consumption of fuel and motor oil in govern-—
ment cars, put stockpiled goods to the best use, reduce waste, and tlghten ‘con-—
trols at government warehouses : RS
Mr Tahir al-Asmar, assistant secretary—general of the governorate, said the"
council has also approved a self-help project to build 38 schools to absorb
pupils of various levels during the upcoming school year. The schools are
estimated to cost some 5 million pounds.

12945/12766
CSO: 4504/40
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CONTROL OF IMPORTS DISCUSSED BY MINISTER, BUSINESSMEN
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Sep 85 pp 42-43

[Article:: The Government Will Control Imports and Businessmen Demand an End
to the Committees] ‘ S . o

[Text] Among the economic issues that have been concentrated on recently is -
the matter of controlling imports. Views have differed on the ideal method
for control in light of the fall in the value of oil exports, a drop in the
remittances from Egyptians working abroad as a result of the recession in the
Gulf states, and the Iran-Iraq war. Under these circumstances, some demanded
the acoption of a system of lists that define what imports are allowed or
forbidden, and the use of protective and prohibitive customs duties at
differing rates. Others support a system of quotas that define how much is
needed. In these meetings, the minister of economy and trade, and Mr Ahmad
al-Banna, first undersecretary of economy and. foreign trade for affairs of
rationalization and foreign currency, and Mr Muhammad Ghanim, member of the
association of Egyptian businessmen, and Mr 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Shadhili,
former minister of supply and president of the financial administration
association, and Mr 'Izzat Ghaydan, president of the general union of
chambers of commerce, evaluate this subject and present their points of view.

. Dr Sultan Abu 'Ali, minister of economy and foreign trade, says: Last year's
statistics show that total imports were 7,536,000,000 pounds. . While the
volume of exports did not exceed 2,198,000,000 pounds. Thus the deficit in
the balance»of»trade is 5,338,000,000 pounds, and because of that it is
necessary- to control imports, though an increase in imports would not be
serious if it were dirécted towards providing production requirements and
raw materials that are needed by the factories. I believe that the process
of development and its old problems force us to begin to implement a new
phase in which we will work to cure the deficit in the balance of payments.
Naturally, that will not be accomplished in one step, but rather through
increasing the growth rate of exports over the growth rate of imports,
especially under circumstances of local and international fluctuations whose
effects ‘are reflected on our sources of foreign currency. ’

Incorrect Conception

The Egyptian minister goes on: Some believe that our view of import .
rationalization means a reduction in the amount and value of what we impot,
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but that is an incorrect conception. The true concept of rationalization
means achieving the furthest benefit for our national economy by determining
what capital and intermediate goods we will import,. how much we will import
and from-where, what world changes might be expected, and how we might meet
local market needs for raw materials of the best quality so that we do not
impose a low-quality product on the consumer, and so we w1ll not be incapable
of competing in world markets.' '

Dr Sultan Abu 'Ali said:' In all cases there will not be a system that
satisfies everybody, but the goal of those who lay down policy must be the
public good, taking into consideration as well harmonization between public
good and individual interest, and I believe that the appropriate method for
rationalization would be customs duties.

Businessmen . . An Opinion

But how does the association of businessmen view this difficult balance to
harmonize between providing imported raw materials and production requirements
that are needed at a time when our sources of foreign currency are decreasing?

Muhammad Ghanim, a member of the association's board of directors, says

yes to rationalization and no to the rationalization committees, because
the committees are one of the greatest obstacles. " The committees, composed
of 10 undersecretaries and 5 directors, cannot look closely into évery
application on the republic level, or discuss it or make a decision in the
absence of statistical reports. Also, such committees rely on the opinion
of their technical member, who in many cases represents one of the public
sector manufacturing firms which would have a stake in halting imports and
monopolizing the market, so his opinion in some cases would be biased.

The association of businessmen believes that limiting imports and protecting
local industry should be done through financial and not quantitative
methods, by increasing customs tariffs for a limited period on goods that

do not enjoy sufficient customs protection, and in order to do that, the

association suggests:

A - With respect to food commodities that are customs-exempt, they should be
imported through banks directly following the approval of the importer's
invoice by a committee in the Ministry of Supply whose task would be to
approve klnd and prlce.

B - Regarding goods pertaining to production needs and raw materials, the
association believes that after the removal of 112 commodities, 250 commodities
that need to be reviewed will remain.on the list, because 50 percent of them
are production requirements. Also, the removal of all machines, spare

parts, raw materials, production requirements and other commodities that are
imported through special committees is necessary. '

C - The importation of all other commodities will be allowed.
They Told the Minister

In a memo now under review by the Ministry of Economy, the association of
businessmen proposes that a rationalization agreement be issued that would
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allow the importation of an article as specified in the accompanying invoice
or request,. and would give the importer the right to change the supplier,
country, or price. .The memo also proposes that shipping of goods be allowed
before the payment of currency insurance or the opening of documentary
credit, as well as allow the purchase of goods from ships afloat. The
businessmen asked for an end to the condition that the concerned parties
approve the import of tractors, chemicals, engineering products, machines
and fire-fighting equipment and material :

As for Mr 'Abd-al- Rahman, former minister of supply, he believes that it is
necessary to lay down an import plan according to the plan's priorities, so’
that these priorities would be for raw materials, production needs, and
essential food commodities, then non-essential consumer goods. They would be
controlled either by customs duties or lists to limit their import.

Only Three Lists

'Izzat Ghaydan, president of the general union of chambers of commerce, says:
The control committees, as they stand now, have caused many -problems, and in
fact, they stand in the way of providing the state with the goods that . it
needs. We are for rationalizationbut against rationalization committees,
which are characterized by bureaucracy, and rationalization should be
accomplished using only three lists.

- The first list would include the goods whose import is permitted.
-~ The second list would include prohibited goods.

- The third list would include goods similar to ones produced locally but not .
in sufficient quantities to meet needs.

He asked that when the new customs and import lists are pfepared, Egypt's
observance of the committees' agreement be taken into consideration, and that
when the customs tariffs are prepared a social view be taken.

Commenting on the points of view and the proposals mentioned, the first
undersecretary of economy. Mr Ahmad al-Banna, said that rationalization was
absolutely necessary because of the deficit between income and expenditures,
especially after the drop in oil prices and remittances from Egyptians, both
of which were sources of revenue that the state depended on, and it should be
known that rationalization is not a danger, but a harmonization between
production and consumptlon.

He said: The lists that are being prepared now will be applied to everybody,
with no distinction between the public sector and the private one. Businessmen
and members of the chambers of commerce will be involved when these lists are
prepared. Precise figures will be taken into account, and this process will
last 6 months.

We have begun by removing 112 commodities from the rationalization lists, and
an end has also been put to the certificate of origin, with the exception
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of states to which Egypt is linked by detailed agreements. Factories have
been given permission to import raw materials and spare parts up to 5,000
pounds without going before the rationalization committees, that being once
per month. Finally, the tradesman has been allowed to import through the
Egypt Foreign Trade Company, which will arrange foreign currency for him at
rates taken from the black market.

It remains to wait for the committees to finish their work to find out what

the new customs duties will be, and the details of the four lists which will
designate what goods may be imported, those that are prohibited, those that

currently enjoy low customs dutles, and f1nally a list of high, prohibitive

customs duties. :
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BOLD APPROACH ‘T'éiéc{a)NOMrc PROBLENS NRCESSARY
Editorial on Lobbies
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 20 Oct 85 p 18
[Editorial by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din in the "Diary" column]

[Text] Am I too late because of my necessary absence to address the "new
government?"

In explaining the advent of the new govermment, it has been said that the aim
is to correct the economic course, push forward implementation and lay the
foundations of the next 5-year plan. In other words, the "economic issue" is
the main consideration. Ever since its formation, the government has heard
all viewpoints and ideas about getting out of the economic dilemma. The new
prime minister is right at home in this arenma. The press has delved into the
past searching for statements or articles by him from the time he was minister
of finance and chairman of the economic affairs committee in the ruling party
in an effort to predict what he will do.

I think all this is beside the point. Viewpoints are well-known and are not,
from the technical point of view, an object of controversy. However, the
cornerstone of the economic problem is represented in two things:

The first is the lack of trust and clarity. Ministries and ministers change
and the price of the dollar keeps Jumping at every change. Neither the
millionaires nor the poor know exactly what govermment policy is or what the
next govermment decision will be. BEvery time a decision is issued, people
want to see if the govermment will soon drop it or is determined to see it
through to the end. The "market" will not move until credibiity is restored
to the government's economic decisions so that everyone can determine his
course of action.

The second is that every economic decision is advantageous to one group and
restrictive to another group. Egypt has become full of "lobbies" which can
influence and sway govermment agencies and the market. We have the importers
lobby, the local industry lobby, the currency business lobby and the bankers
lobby. Politics is not skillful debate and the art of rule is not lecturing
the people, but rather studying matters well and adopting decisions the
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government deems best able to realize the higher interest, which is above all
other interests. Furthermore, the govermment must have the will and determi-
nation to carry out the decisions it adopts and not to totter under pressure
from various interests. This gives govermment decisions "credibility," which
is essential for stability and tackling problems.

The examples of "interests" that figure into any decision are many. It is
easy for us to6 choose any number of them.

Goal of Economic Independence
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 21 Oct 85 p 18
[Editorial by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din in the "Diary" column]

[Text] Yesterday I said that in economic policy the govermment did not lack
jideas but rather a will and determination to carry out appropriate decisionms.
I also said that .the issue is to stand in the face of "lobbies" and interests

affected by any decision.

Everyone is aware of the heavy debt problem. Everyone is clamoring for a
solution and attacking the government for not solving the problem. Even this
has imposed a degree of public and private austerity. Nonetheless, some
attack the growing debt while simultaneously attacking any decision to
economize and save.

We all know that we import twice as much as we export and that the gap is
vast and frightful. This in turn compounds the problem of debts and affects
the price of the Egyptian pound and the dollar. It also weakens the govern-
ment's position in all fields. However, if we demand a ceiling in imports,
the importers lobby raises a fuss over the commodities that will disappear or
over those that will become more expensive.

Everyone knows that building contractors and real estate owners openly
violate the law by disregarding restrictions on the height of buildings, thus
destroying public utilities and ruining the streets, but no one can fight

the real estate lobby. Limiting the height reduces the value of land, and
imposing necessary building codes, such as building adequate garages, raises
the cost of housing units. Hence, codes are overlooked and left in the

drawvers.

Everyone knows that the govermment is poor, but the country is swimming in a
sea of dollars which the government is sometimes forced to buy from the black
market. There hag not been a final decision in this matter, a decision which
will prompt people, when they realize that it is a strategic and not a
temporary measure, to bring out their dollars to the markets that deal in
fixed prices rather than in this kind of volatility which afflicts the
economic system with arteriosclerosis.

More opportunities may present themselves from time to time to give more
specific examples. The important thing, however, is to prove the view I held

56




yesterday, that the fault is not in not knowing the solutions but in now
having "the will to implement the decisions.”

The issue of correcting the economic course has become the issue of achieving
economic independence for the country. This is something which no one will
give to us. We must do it ourselves.
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BGYPT

LONG -RANGE VIEW OF WATER RESOURCES
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 17 Oct 85 p 3

[Article by Khamis al-Bakri: "So That the Nile Will Not Continue To Be the
Sole Vital Artery in Egypt"] ‘ : E
[Text] The allegation that the al-Wadi al-Jadid project, started by the -
Desert Redevelopment Authority, was not based on careful scientific studies
to estimate the groundwater reserves in the Western Desert is not true!

And it is not true that the drilling of deep wells to draw water to irrigate-
reclaimed land has dried up the small amounts of groundwater. This is
notwithstanding the fact that some surface wells in al-Khar jah Oases, which,
for geological considerations, are not considered a general gauge for the huge
groundwater reserves, have dried up! R

Furthermore, it is not completely true that the underground reservoir in the
Western Desert was created through the accumulation of rainwater during the
rainy ages thousands of years ago and therefore is liable to dry up quickly -
within 10 to 20 years because it is not being replenished with the new
water flowing from the Nile's course or the Chad Plateau. This question

will be settled by the studies the UN will conduct with the supervision of
the Egyptian Ministry of Irrigation and the Sudanese govermment in the mnext
few days to light the spark of development and land reclamation in hundreds of
thousands of feddans east of al-'Uwaynat, proven by satellites to 6 million
feddans of arable land, and in al-Farafirah Oases where a plan to develop
140,000 feddans is already underway.

A1l these inputs were confirmed in an interview AL-AHRAM conducted with one
of the al-Wadi al-Jadid pioneers in the Western Desert and one of the very
few world experts in groundwater studies in Egypt's Western Degert, the late
geologist Dr Muhammad al-'Izgat.

The following is the gist of the experience of the man who has spentyhis life
exploring the secrets of the Egyptian Western Desert depths from al-Qattarah
Depression to al-'Uwaynat and from the Siwah Oasis to the banks of the Nile.

Whether from the standpoint of land reclamation operations or estimating
groundwater reserves, careful in-depth studies have been conducted.
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Tn order to determine the groundwater capabilities of al-Wadi al-Jadid, the
only source of irrigation in the area, a painstaking scientific plan was
drawn up to proceed with the study of this capability. These are complicated
studies which depend on many intricate and interwoven factors and have been
made more difficult by the scarcity of local expertise when, in 1959, the
project got underway, and by the newness of this field in general at the
international level. Therefore, the DRA has been intent since 1959 on basing
the water source studies on firm scientific foundations. The total number

of studies undertaken by local experts and foreign firms, in addition to UN
participation, amounts to 20 detailed studies, the most important outcome of
which was to determine the amounts of water that can be safely exploited in
the Wadi al-Jadid region and the areas that can be cultivated in light of
this capability. All this is illustrated in the table showing the amount of
groundwater available in the Western Desert and the areas this water can
irrigate. The table as a whole shows that the amount of available water is
2.5 million cubic meters a year and the areas which can be irrigated by
groundwater total 500,000 feddans. The irrigated area in the 1980-81 season
was estimated at 20,374 feddans only, or only 4 percent of the total area
which can be irrigated by groundwater! : :

As for surveying arable land in al-Wadi al-Jadid, the DRA, since its creation
in 1959, has surveyed the land and studied ways to cultivate, exploit and
administer it. The survey showed that reclaimable land amounted to about
1,340,000 feddans. As of 1981, 45,700 feddans have been reclaimed, or only
3.4 percent of the total reclaimable land, keeping in mind that the culti-
vated area in the 1980-81 season, as already noted, was 20,474 feddans, or

45 percent of the total land already reclaimed. But here is what the late
geologist, Dr Muhammad 'Ali 'Izzat, had to say about the amount of water
stored in the underground basin in the Western Desert:

"Just as man builds dams on rivers to store flood water for use during the

dry season, such as the High Dam with an estimated storage capacity of 173

by 910 cubic meters 182 meters above sea-level, God Almighty was ahead of us
in creating an underground reservoir for collecting the rainwater which falls
on the Abrawi Mountains in Chad and the 'Aynidi Mountains in Sudan in the
Nubian sandstone strata which are 2,000 meters thick in the oases of al-Majar-
iyah and al-Farafirah. These underground reservoirs are not affected by
geasonal rains like the surface ones, as was the case this year when the Nile
River output dropped at a rate Sudan has not experienced in 100 years due to
the draught in the Nile source areas."”

3,000 Lakes Like Lake Nasir

A number of experts estimated the water reserves in the underground basin of
the Nubian sandstone strata in the Western Desert on the basis of updated
data about the underground basin's thickness and vertical and horizontal®
extensions. The most recent estimate of th