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. FRANCE, OAU SAID TO BE IN EMBARRASSING POSITION REGARDING NATION
London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 p 1565-1566

[Article by Mark Doyle: "The Return of Hissen Habré"]

[Text] Early in the morning of Monday, June 7, the rebel forces of Hissen Habré took control of
- N’Djamena. The capital was taken easily, following fierce fighting the day before at
Massaguet. .o
The former President of the Transitional Government of National Unity, Goukhouni
" Weddeye, has been granted political asylum in Cameroon.

A spokesman for Habre's Armed Forces of the North {FAN) has announced that Habre
will set up a provisional government and then try to organise a conference with the other
faction leaders to reach a permanent settiement to the war. Nigeria has called for early
elections. The Chairman of the OAU, President Daniel Irap Moi of Kenya, has :
appealed' to all factions in Chad to do “‘everything possible to avoid bloodshed”.

The OAU peacekeeping force in Chad was due to leave at the end of this month but it

has now been announced that the Senegalese contingent will be leaving before then.

THE FALL of N'Djamena was a defeat for
President Goukhouni Weddeye, but it was
not necessarily a success for Hissen Habré.
Certainly, Habré’s. military advance
through the east and north of the country
has been swift and effective. But, quite
apart from the fact that he has yet to
consolidate his capture of the capital politi-
cally and diplomatically, his soldiers do not
control the south of the country. However
much one would like to join the elated
cries of some of the population -when
Habré entered N'Djamena (‘“No ‘more
war!”), one hesitates. The complex inter-
nal politics of Chad and the continuing
international presences in that country
(both overt and covert) may well mean that
the 20-year shifting war is not over yet.

There was not, this time, a “Battle of

N’Djamena”, as some of the Western press -
has implied. Habré’s capture of the capital .

was more or less assured a couple of days

before the rebels took the Presidential

Palace. It was then that a bloody conflict
took place at Massaguet, about 50 miles
north of the capital. Massaguet lies at the

confluence of Chad’s two main paved

" roads from the north and the east, and was

the focal point of Habré’s two-pronged
advance through the country.
Goukhouni knew that this locality had

- become the key to de facto power in Chad.
While Habré was easily taking Mao, Mas- -
sakori and Moussouro to the north and

east of Lake Chad, Government lines were
being strengthened around Massaguet.
Goukbouni himself inspected the lines at
Massaguet and Douguia, north of the
capital. Those lines did not hold, both
because of the effectiveness of the rebel
forces and because of the fragmented
nature of the so-called Integrated National
Army.

Two of the main faction leaders of the
GUNT, Abdelkader Kamougué (of the
Forces Armées Tchadiennes — FAT) and

Ahmat Acyl (of the Conseil Démocratique

et Révolutionnaire — CDR) declared their
“peutrality” as soon as it was obvious
Habré was inexorably on his way to the

Palace. It is true they had both said on
previous occasions that they were prepared
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to negotiate with Habré anyway, but mili-

tary expediency cannot have been far from

their thoughts. Kamougué, in any case,
had his own problems to deal with in the
squth, of \yhiqh more later.

" “Thus it was left more or less to the

Forces Amées Populaires (FAP) of
President Goukhouni, to attempt resist-
ance. The FAP failed. Habré’s spokesman
in Europe reported “hundreds” of deaths
on the Government side and the taking of
over 300 prisoners. . :

President Goukhouni himself fled to
Cameroon. President Ahidjo has accorded’
him political asylum there. Official sources'
in Lagos said Nigeria has refused a request'
for asylum. o

Goukhouni followed in the steps of
many thousands of his supporters who

have gone to Cameroon to escape the

fighting. Their first stop will be Kousseri,
in the far-north of Cameroon, but as the
refugee camp there was closed by the
United Nations High Commission for Re-
fugees in March, they will be directed to
Poli, some 300 miles to the south. Those of
Habré’s supporters for whom political alle-
giance is stronger than the desire for a
settled life will, on past form, be travelling
back north from Poli.

. Habré had a hard-core of sympathisers

left in N°’Djamena itself, and one of his
tactics had been to despatch infiltrators
from his main force to the capital to test
the popular political climate there. He has
strong links with the Imam of N’'Djamena
— and hence with Saudi Arabia which has

been financing some of his arms supplies —
and it was probably these elements which
vociferously welcomed him to the capital.

In the short period that Habré has held
the capital, no new -alliances have
emerged. There will inevitably be a feeling
among many. Chadians that military might
is best, because it .can hold. Goukhouni’s
shifting and shadowy political alliances
have ‘proved ineffective for maintaining
peace. But Habré has yet to dominate the
south of the country, which has always
been against him and which is the econo-
mic base of the country. Goukhouni has
criticised the leader of the south, Abdel-
kader Kamougué, for not participating in
major battles against Habré. But
Kamougué did not decline out of any love

for Habré. It is in the south that Habré’s
‘military and political skill will really be
tested. . : :

At about the time of the fall of Mas-
saguet, an internal rift was surfacing in
Kamougué’s Forces Armées Tchadiennes

(FAT). Gendarmes controlled by Colonel

Kamougué (he is the administrator of the
region) were fighting with FAT soldiers led

‘by Colonel Allafi, a former FAT leader

and, in theory, the Chief of Staff of the
Integrated National Army which was, in
theory, defending N’Djamena. In fact, as
has been the case since Chadian indepen-
dence, local allegiances proved more
powerful than national solidarity. _

President Goukhouni had been on the
defensive for many months. His military
forces have been loosing battles to Habré
ever since the Libyans left last November.
And military defeats have been followed
by diplomatic rifts with the OAU and
hiccoughs in relation with Paris.
Goukhouni assumed, wrongly, that the
OAU peacekeeping forces would directly
defend GUNT positions. Quite apart from
the political hues of those countries, which
he expected to defend his government
(Zaire and Senegal, in particular, are not
known as “progressives”), direct engage-
ment has not, historically, been the role of
peacekeeping forces.

There have been similar accusations as
to the non-effectiveness of the United
Nations peacekeeping forces in Lebanon, -
but they, like their OAU counterparts,
have not been tempted to “support” one
side or another.

Have the OAU |

forces failed?

All of this raises the thorny question;
have the OAU peacekeeping forces failed?
From the start the OAU casques blancs
were at a disadvantage, both because of
the loosely-knit nature of their political
masters’ organisation and because of the
clear advantage that one side in the conflict
(Habré’s FAN), had gained since the
Libyan withdrawal. We have said (West
Africa, May 10) that it was a fundamental
mistake for the OAU to enter the country

_ without first insistng on a ceasefire. The

leaders of the countries contributing to the
force (Togo, Gabon, Benin and others
were originally implicated), prevaricated
long enough after the Libyan withdrawal
for Habré to retake positions in the east



and north. After that convenient pause in_

opposition, with the weapons and suppor-
ters which the FAN' collected along the

way, Habré’s advance assumed an irresisti- '

ble momentum. ‘. .
The OAU forces made it quite clear, in

diplomatic circles as well as on the ground, :
that their role was.not combative. The .
temptation to react to provocation was

" even resisted when one or two stray shells
landed near Senegalese troops \ President
Goukhouni accused the peacekeeping
forces on- numerous occasions of ‘“co-
habiting” with Habré on the battlefields.
But this was often used as an excuse for the
military disorganisation of his own troops.
Although Kamougué and Acyl have pub-
lically dissociated themselves, and their
troops, from just one or two actions against
Habré, it was understood they declined to
fight other battles as well. '

Fund raising
called off

The OAU force, in resisting direct con-
frontation, has conducted itself like any
other peacekeeping force. Unlike other
peacekeeping forces, however, it was
monitoring a military situation in which

one side had a clear advantage. It was also

severely short of funds. What financial
support it had was too little and too late.
The United Nations fund-raising meeting
scheduled to take place this week in
~ Nairobi has now been postponed to “some
time later in the year”. And other, less well
publicised, attempts to raise funds for
Chadian development will almost certainly
now be shelved.

The OAU has been seen to aquiesce in a
coup d’état. This is unfortunate for its

prestige. Those who would snipe at the
OAU for other reasons (ie. the Western
Sahara problem) are now notching ‘up

Chad as another “failure”. But the Pan-
African organisation is not alone in having’
been burnt by the fire that rages in Chad.:

The French dilemma, for example, is
indicative of the dangers of becoming
embroiled in Chad. Having, in the first .
instance, colonised a heterogeneous chunk’
of Africa, it became involved in various

interventions to maintain its commercial

CSO: 4700/1445

- and strategic interests there. Mitterrand’s

Socialist Government has apparently
eschewed “interventionism.” But Mitter-
rand did not hesitate to initiate (privately)
and ‘then support (publicly) the OAU
force. His enthusiasm for the peacekeeping
force was in part a manifestation of Gadda-
fi-mania. (French prestige was hurt when
Libya brought a semblance of — albeit
forced — peace.) Mitterramd’s enthusiasm
was also due in part to the improved
rapprochement between Paris and Lagos.

Now, Paris face a Chadian leader (pace
the south) which, by implication, it
opposed. The complication is that Paris
and Habré share animosity toward Libya,
not to mention the fact that Habré himself
owes his existence to other international
support.

Thus France and the OAU find them-
selves in acutely embarrassing positions,
whatever their professed good intentions.
In Chad, as elsewhere, internationalisation
has meant escalation. But the OAU
peacekeeping force is not necessarily impli-
cated in that escalation; by the very ambi-
guity of its role it may have contributed to
the fragmentation of the GUNT, thus
avoiding a direct clash between the full
force of the GUNT and the FAN. So it
may have minimised the loss of life. What
life holds for the Chadian people will
depend on Habré’s firmness with dissen-
ters — he has a dishonourable record
which is not forgotten in this regard — and
if he can reach an agreement with the
south. § / '



FRIENDSHIP CQMMITTEES SET UP BETWEEN ETHIOPIA, SOCTALIST COUNTRIES,

: Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 10 Jun 82 p 1

[Text] |

" ADDIS ABABA (ENA) — Five

A fnendslup committees were formed
“here_yesterday to further strengthen
irelations between the Ethl_opmn broad .

masses and the peoples of the socia-

list, progresswe and peace- lovmg co-
untries.

‘' The committees, formed at a eeres

hzony in the Headquarters of the
‘Ethwpxan Peace and Solidarity Com-
mmee (EPSC), were the Ethio-
Vletnam, Ethio-GDR, Ethio-PDRY,
Etluo-Cuba and Ethio-Helenic Fnend-
slnp Committees. ~ .

- Comrade Dr. Teferra Womde. Minis-
nter ‘of Health and ‘COPVE Central
;:Comnutbee member, was named
‘Chmrman of the Ethio-Vietnam Fri-
endsblp Committee, Comrade Girma -
“Yilma, Minister of Information and
’Natmnal Guidance and COPWE Cen-
ml Committee inember of the Ethio-
GD\R Friendship Commmae. Com- |

‘rade Dr. Geremew Debele, Minister -
iof Agriculture and COPWE Ceatral

Committee member of the' Ethio-
PDRY Fn?andshxp Committes, Com-

. cade Tesfaye Maru, Minister of Urb-

:an Development and Housing, of the'

ZEthloCuba Friendship Committee and -

Comrade Desta Bishaw, Permanent

‘Secretary of the Ministry of Finance

‘and COPWE Central Commnittee Al
‘ternate member of the Etlno-Helemc

Friendship Committee. -

Comrades drawn from government
‘organizations, COPWE and mass as-
‘gociations were also made members
-of the five Friendship Committees,
The Chairmen of the five Friend.
slup Committees spoke on the occa-
sion underlining the role of their re-
spectwe - committees towards strength-
‘ening ‘existing " relations "hetween So-

cialist Ethiopia and the countries with
whmn the friendship commmtees have

lheen formed and in famxhanzmg the

_struggle, life style and other aspects

‘of those countries, wth the people of

Ethlopxa.

- The role of expected of the Friend-
shlp Committees towards reahzmg the
goals of the Revolutions of Soclahst
' Ethiopia and of the friendly countries

| was also noted.

Discussions were also held stress-
_ing the significant role expected of
'the Friendship Committees for the
"enhancement of relations - between
' Socialist Ethiopia and the five friend-
y countries in 'the fields of culture,

literature, education and other areas.
i Ambassadors and Embassy officials
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of the five countries on their part sta-
ted that the formation of the Com-
nmuﬂwwwmklmmnnhuehmmnhfwb
ther strengthening  the existing rela-
tions' and friendship between Soclahst
Ethiopia and their respectxve count.
rkm. =

A congratulatory message sent by
“‘Comrade Horst Brasch, Vice-President
and Secretary-General of the League
gbe}hndﬂﬁp(ﬁ the people of the
{GDR in connection . with the formation
of the Ethio-GDR Friendship Commit-
itee was read out at the ceremony.

CS0: 4700/1450



WEEKLY WRAP-UP OF NON-ENGLISH PRESS

Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 13 Jun 82 p 3

[Article by Dereje Balcha in column:

[Text]

The need for the mtroductlon of
‘appropmte  technologies into, produc-

tion activities of the FEthiopian peas-

antry' was one of the Prominent arti-
‘cles featured by = Serto Ader
'organ of. ,the Central Commtttee of
COPWE. The paper pointed out the
dxeclslve role a strong economy plays
in the bmldmg of a socialist system
:and the need for the transformation

‘of the rural economy in this line by

';‘way of - organizing ' and “heightening

the techmcal and cultural standards

of !he peasanrt mases. ,

In tlus light, the anuele noted that_

fﬂw efforts being exerted to spread
and strengthen peasants: produoers
'co-operauves in rural Ethiopia ereates
‘» conducive conditions for the introduc-
',txon of modern lechnolo'nes In that

‘connection, Serto Ader noted that the !

estabhhﬂmemt of peasants producers

fco-speratwes should not be conmdered'

‘an end in itself and that the improve-

_ment of the means of production

;should be given due attention. This,

‘{the article’ siressed, has a 51gmf1cant
‘bearing in maximizing the producti-

"Views, Comments, Opinions"]

?the wﬂtmnment of our ulumate ob]ec
tives, |

.- The article 'fdrfher stated that the
quesnon of mtroducmg better agri-
cultﬂral 1mplemenrts should not be
mmakon for ¢ the use of only sophisti-
catcd acncuhural machmery such as
h‘acton and combme harveshers It,,
should be borne in mmd that the con-
bcept must embrace a host of processes
ancludmg an understanding of syste-

‘matie rural development, an investi-
:gation into the weaknesses of tradi-,
lnomal farm tools and ‘their subsequ-
‘ent improvement, the use of better
?éeeds timely cultivation and harvest,

>the paper stressed.

“The article went on to note that the

"peasantry should acquire the necessary

pohucal consciousness and the know-
Iedge of mtemal self-administration.
Besules, the paper noted the peasant
‘magses should be aware of the mgm-

 ficance of such infrastructural faci-
“lities as electricity; pipe water and
‘;.roa‘ds. In general, the 'peasan.try should -
further develop its creative abilitiey.

ETHIOPTA



'lJy way of doing away with relrograde
icultural valucs and thereby acquiring
tthe new socialist culture, the article
ooncluded S :
; - Threat of War

‘.m one of its editorials wrote about
;the struggle for world peace and sta-
%ilnhty The papér noted the current
farms race umsugated by world imperi-
alism and its -impact on mpeﬁiahst

;hand Zemen underlmed the efforts

bemg made by’ progr%swe and pease-
lovmg forces to reduce the threat of

‘ war and thereby eusure peace and
‘stabxllty The firm stand of peace for- -
ces has preven.ted the forces of imperi-_
allsm and reaction from pwttmg the
world under their eontrol ‘the daxly K

observed

In this regard rthe paper under- :

rlmed the activities of the Non-
Allgn.ed Movement, whnch is based

‘cial progress. The paper pomted out

,"allgmed states with a view to realizing
é_.the objectives of the movement. - It
gstressed the part played by the Ethio-
‘pian Revolution as an integral pari
‘of the world ‘progressive movement.
: This, Zemen noted, is the reason why

. world unpenalxsm and jts lackeys re-

Spe»atedly pose obstacles to the pro-

gress of our popular revolution,

Divisive Efforts
The paper underlined the divisive

" The Ambharic daily, Addzs Zcmcn, _

military ‘interventions and economic

Ipressures on others, On the other -
non~al1gned ‘members like Somalia

- and its likes have left a black scar on

on an antmmperlallst antl-colomahst ‘
3 ,

e'and anti-racist stand and - aims ‘at
%guaranteemg peace; freedom and so-

:';the efforts being exerted by the non- ',

schemes "of world imprialism with' a

view to weakning the unity and

~strength of the Non-Aligned Move-

ment, and noted that some member
countries have easily submitted to im-
perlalist machinations to _thereby
serve the latter s sinister ends Tn that
conneouon, the paper olted the ex-

_ pansxomst policy of the Mogadlsho

ruling chque.

“‘The Amhano dmly further stated
that although the activities of some’

the histofy of the Movement, the
non-aligned states have contributed
much towards the reigning of peace
and stability, the hmldurg of a new

world economic order and the stren

E gthenmg of umty of member states.

. Zemen referred to the example of
the - Tripartite - Treaty of Friendship

-and Co-operation -between - Socialist
K tlnopla, the PDRY and the Lll)yan

Arab Jamahiriya with'a view to fru-
strating imperialist machinations. The
'slrengthetimd of the anti-imperialist
struggle of the three fraternal coun-
tries in accordance with. the plmmpl(,s
of the Non-Aligned Movement has a
significant role to play in further
skrengthemng the umlty of world peace
forcds, the paper concluded.

An, -article featured by the same
daily highlighted the efforts being
exerted towards realizing an equatable

.distribution of commodities among

the consuming public. The article
underlined the objectivés of the' on-
gomg nationwide Economic and Cul-

~tural ljx,\elopmem C:\mpnwn and not.
ed that the ‘maximization of produc-
tlon by itself is not enough- unless a



I’systemamc dm"lrlbuuon system is prac
*hsed o :
In that conneohon, the arhcle not-
ed the role played by the Ethiopian
Domeauc sttnbutmn Corporatlon

;(EDDC). It was pointed out that

‘the centralization of the distributiqn'

f\éysbém has created conducive condit-
‘jons for the broad masses to benfit from

?the frunts of the Révolwtibn on an

;equxtahle basis. The article underlin.

‘ed the healthy relations that should
3’exlst between EDDC and the leader-
shlp ‘of the various mass ' organiza-
tlons that safeguard the masses from

{explmtatlon under proflteermg busx-

Jnessmen

'Regxonul Coopercthon .

v ’:: .The growing Elthxo—D;hboutu relar
txons was noted by the Arablc langu-
(age ‘weekly, Al-Alem. The paper, in
Ean edltomal comment, observed - that
-?the deepenmg ‘relations between ﬂ':e?
‘two countries is typical of commend-.
“able regional  co-operation based on
“mutual res‘ﬁc;l, confidence and non-

;?ih-terferende 'in internal affairs.

" As regards the time-tested good
‘neaghbourly relations between Ethio-

Ipia and Djibouti, Al Alem pomted out

‘the geographic proximity of the two
?countries and the historic and eul:
tural ties between their two peoples,
and recalled the assistance provided
‘by Ethiopia during the. struggle of
; Djibouti for naftional independence.
. The Arabic lannuage weekly outlined
the efforts being exerted with a view

CSO: 4700/1450 ¢

S’Lo prumulmr’ ﬂt“ m(er( <l~ of t}w peo-
ples of Elhxopla and DJlboum

" The second year of COPWE's com-
mencement of its official activities is
nnearmg This was the subject of edito-
nal comment of the Amharic weekl),
Yezareitu Ethiopia. The paper recall-
ed the lack of ceritral party lender-
shlp at the upsurge of the populnr
revolution and the gradual giving
way of spontaneuy through leader-
‘slup provided by ihe Revolusuon-
ary Government and later COPWE.
. . Yezareitu outlined :the democratlc
:steps taken over the past’ eught Years
_wnth a view fo realimng ‘the better-

_ment “of the Life of the E}thmpman

.'broad masses. The weekly underlmed

‘the encouraging results mttamed
the political,
and orgamzatlonal spheres over the

economlc, ‘ ldeologlcnl

.past two years of COPWE’s activities
;and noted that these are “testimonies
o the fact that a rehable and firm
foundation has been laid . for the
‘establishment of the ‘party - of the
‘Working' People of Ethiopia,

. "An’" editorial comment - by the
:Qromo language weekly, Barisa focus-
‘sed on the current election of AETU
‘and AEPA in accordanée with the
“objectives of the recent proclnma.txons
ion neslructurmg and reorganizing
‘Ethiopian workers and the peasanta
'Barisa pointed out the part played l»y
‘the two organizations during the pasy
:years of class struggle, and underlined
“the necd for their further strengthen-
;mg with a view to realizing the ulti-
!:_‘niuuf’i)hjouti\_cs of the Revolution. .



GAMBIA

BRIEFS

DENMARK DELIVERS FISHING BOATS--Denmark has formally handed over to the Government
two 25-metre fishing vessels, provided under a D12m. loan agreement with Danida,

the Danish International Development Agency. The'Danish‘Foreign Ministry is provid-
ing a master and a chief engineer for each ship for two years to train Gambians.
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 p 1617]
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London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 p 1619

[Text]

CSsO:

PROJECT BEHIND SCHEDULE

The Weija Irrigation Project, which was started in 1978 and shéuld
have been completed in 18 months, is not only far behind schedule, but
faced with rising costs.

Under the project agreement, the Ghana Government was to pay
C3,928,180.79 as part of the total cost in local currency and the
European Economic Commission was to provide £1,231,826.66 as the
foreign currency component. Payments so far made to the contractors
engaged on the project, Asakum Construction Works, are
C10,799,752.76 and an additional £1,031,670.76. The project is now
about 80 per cent complete and yet additional funds will be needed if it
should be completed by the end of September this year.

" Investigations conducted by Ghana’s Daily Graphic have shown that
the initial project, which involved the development of 200 hectares of
identified irrigable land, was awarded to the Ghanaian firm in 1978. It
came out during the investigations that the contractor was without the
requisite machinery meant for the construction of the project, yet he was
awarded the contract on the grounds that he was the lowest possible

bidder out of the six firms which tendered. The contractor had to wait

nine months before taking delivery of some machinery from abroad.
Also, most of the workers engaged on the project have left due to poor
conditions of service, thus slowing down the pace of work.

A top official of the Irrigation Development Authority (IDA), the
supervisors of the project, told the Daily Graphic that at the start of the
project in 1978 the rates of payment were €3.14 and €4 respectively for
cement and concrete work, but this has shot up to €30 and C12.
Furthermore the rates of payment for steel jumped from €570 a tonne in
1978 to between €2,500 and C5,000.

Further investigations revealed that even though a penalty clause

_could have been invoked against the contractor for failing to complete
the project on schedule, this was never done till thé coming in of the
PNDC, when the clause had been invoked twice. However, at a meeting
of the IDS officials with the contractor, the AESC and the EEC
representatives on the project recently, the penalty clause was revoked

on the pretext that the December 31. Revolutlon disrupted the progress .

of work.

Meanwhile, the IDA has declded not to make any direct payments to
the contractor, but rather they will pay all amounts into a special fund to
enable the IDA man at the project site to make payments accordmg to
the progress of work. -_—

4700/1443
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MANGANESE PROJECT'S COMPLETION

London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 p 1620

[Text] The C74m. Manganese Nodutfsing

CS0:

Project of the Ghana National
Manganese Corporation at Nsuta
in the Western Region has been
completed and trial production is
expected to start by the middle of
June. The new plant described as
one of the best in the world for the
production of manganese, cost
Fuller Company, a United States
firm, over €22.5m. to instal. It is
capable of producing between
1,100 and 1,500 tonnes of man-
ganese per day and will fetch the
nation about.$24m. annually.
Mr. Dilip K. Mitra, assistant
;manager of the corporation, told
this to the US Ambassador to
Ghana, Mr. Thomas Smith and
the Western Regional PNDC
Secretary, Dr. M. A. Appiah,
when they visited the mine at
Nsuta recently. Mr. Mitra said the
project, which took two and a half
years to complete, was the expan-

sion and rehabilitation of the old

mine established since 1936 and it
was expected to produce both low
and- high grades manganese to last
for over 20 to 30 years. He said
presently they were doing only
surface mining, but they could do
deep mining if it was necessary.
Mr. Mitra added that the Nsuta
Mine was a traditional producer of
good manganese on the world
market and that the demand was
high. .

The Ambassador later visited
the Tarkwu Gold Mines where he
was briefed by Dr. Kofi Baako,
chairman of the State Gold Mining
Corporation (SGHC). He told the
US Ambassador that the mines
needed large capital investment to

4700/1443

abounds in the country’s gold
mines. The Tarkwu and Prestea
Goldfields, he said, were now
producing 3,000 ounces of fine

.gold per month, whereas they

could produce about 12,000
ounces of fine gold each. Dr.

Baako noted that about four years

ago, the Tarkwu Gold Mine alone
was producing 11,000 ounces of

fine gold monthlyigﬁmeéaﬁ'séla
lack of equipment and bad policies
of previous governments, the pro-

. duction had declined. He told the

Ambassador that the present gov-
ernment had placed the mining
industry as the second priority
area after agriculture. e
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DETAILS OF PNDC'S ENERGY POLICY SET FORTH

London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 pp 1570, 1571

[Text]

Having touched briefly on the public.

transport sector, I returned to Mr. Appiah
Korang and the PNDC’s crude oil policy.
He said crude oil imports take up 40 per
cent of Ghana export earnings, and when
the PNDC came in, Ghana owed Nigeria
$150m. for crude oil delivered but not paid
for. He said PNDC policy was to try and
isolate the wider economic burden of crude
imports and to obtain long-term credits for
these imports. This would enable scarce
foreign exchange to be diverted to other
productive sectors of the economy, to
ensure quick rehabilitation of the economy
so  that when oil bills became due in the
medium or long-term, Ghana would be in a
better position to pay. . .

Libya had therefore been contacted to
explore the possibility of oil supplies on
long-term credit basis. There had been an
initial grant of 500,000 barrels. An agree-
ment had then been concluded for the
short-term. This involved the supply by
Libya in Libyan tankers of six equal lots of
60,000 tonnes of Zueitina light crude over a
six-month period. This total of 360,000
tonnes was equivalent to . about 15,000
barrels a day when Ghana’s normal re-
quirement is some 27,000 barrels a day.
Payment would fall due one year after each
delivery with no interest added on, and at
the face value at the time of delivery (the

‘end of May OPEC price for this light crude

was $35.40 a barrel). The concluding part
of the agreement was that Libya would buy
back the residual oil “‘at a rate mutually
agreed”. There had been rumours that the
Libyan oil was “‘unrefinable” unless some
Nigerian crude was added. To this Mr.
Appiah Korang merely observed that, that
when the Tema refinery was commissioned

in 1963, it was Libyan crude oil that was

used. On the whole “Libyan question”. the
Secretary for Fuel and Power calmly

‘observed that the PNDC was merely ex-

ploring all available options for short-
medium and long term supplies, as-well as
development of Ghana’s refining capacity,
and by-product utilisation — it has been
estimated that Ghana has been using only
80 per cent of the constituent elements of
crude oil, that is, just the petroleum and
gas-oil and kerosene, before selling the
very rich residue, often by dubious proce-
dures, it is alleged.

Reducing the
oil burden

The Secretary noted that the 1979 Com-
mittee on Energy Resources was set up to
review optimal fuel use. It recommended
that in order to minimise the impact of
crude oil imports on the economy and to
promote conservation, the level of imports
should be reduced from 1.25m. to im.
tonnes a year. The refinery had been
operating at -its maximum capacity of
1.25m. tonnes a year. It has continued at

that level with the aim of building up’
" reserves especially for when the plant has
ito undergo maintenance and repairs. Its |
_capacity will have to be increased to cope

with the increased demand later this de-
cade and in the next. Two factors would
however remain paramount: proper justi-
fication for increased imports, and the
ability to pay for the increases. -

The PNDC would also look critically at
berthing facilities at Tema which could at
present handle only relatively small ves-
sels. The international trend had been
towards ever larger vessels which reduced

shipping costs per tonne. It was therefore
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: in Ghana’s interest to take whatever mea-
sures that would reduce costs and eventual-
ly the price of petroleum products on the
market. Similarly, the acquisition by Gha-
na of its own oil tanker(s) was a long- term
objective.

Mr. Appiah Korang refused to be drawn
on Ghana’s own oil potential — certain’
figures suggest that Ghana may have the
highest potential of any African country’
not yet producing commercially. On the
whole question of oil exploration on and"
off Ghana’s coast, the Secretary said four'
~areas were under concession to four com-:
panies: Phillips Petroleum offshore near'
the Ivory Coast, Arraca Co. off the Axim'
" area, Agripetco off the Saltpond area, and
Texas Pacific in the Keta Basin. He
pointed out that all the blocks east of the

Arraca block off Axim all the way to the
Keta Basin were unoccupied. He politely
declined to comment on old stories of oil
and vast quantities of gas onshore, and on
the plans for developing the low-pressure
gas industry. He stated however, that a
new model agreement was being prepared
which would serve as a basis for any new
agreements that would be signed. The
whole procedure of oil business in Ghana
was being reviewed, and when this was.
finalised, the government would then be
able to “say something we can stand by”.
One eventual result would be a national oil
company (as planned by the PNP) which
he saw as a necessity for Ghana’s progress
in this sector.

On other energy sources, he gave the
assurance that the Volta River Authority
was pursuing its programme for the de-
velopment of hydroelectric resources to
meet Ghana’s energy requirements. This
was in response to a question about VAL-
CO, the state of preparation towards re-'
negotiations of its power and water rates. I
did learn elsewhere that there was no
agreement for VALCO to consume a

steady 64 or so per cent of the total
hydroelectricity production in Ghana. ThlS‘
‘means that when Kpong comes on stream’
(officially) and, hopefully, Bui, the VAL-"
CO percentage will be reduced. On the'
agreement to sell electricity to Ivory Coast -
with a buy-back clause. Mr. Appiah

P

Korang explained that the inter-tie idea’
was to allow each country to benefit from
each other in case of over-production — it
is not easy to store electricity once gener-

ated.

CSO: 4700/1443

He pointed out that 75 per cent of
Ghana gross national product camé from
agricultural and tertiary sector activities,
and these depended mostly on rerewable
energy resource. Hydro-electric power

“accounted for some 95 per cent of electric-

ity generated, but that the critical role of
charcoal and firewood should not be for- -
gotten. The Secretary expressed concern
that renewable energy resources should be
fully exploited, and observed that at'
present the price of charcoal was very high.

He would want to work with the Ministry
of Lands and Natural Resources for more
efficient charcoal production, and in order
to give it the priority it deserved since it
wag-the main source of fuel energy in rural
eas. It is said that only four per cent of
the rural population have access to the
national electricity grid.

Potential of

‘mini-hydro power

He pointed to the great potential of
mini-hydro power and said construction of
the first project had begun at Likpe Kukur-
antumi in the Volta Region. The local’

. community had raised €50,000 and was
- providing communal labour and local

materials for the construction, which

“would cut the cost by nearly half. The

value of mini-hydro power lay in how it
would serve areas of Ghana not touched by
the national grid, and this in the next ten
years.

The University of Science and Technolo-
gy had developed solar power for the
purposes of drying agricultural produce,
and some machines were in experimental
use. The problem was that UST was not a
commercial institution. Its research had to
pe taken to the next stage by entre-.
preneurs. The Secretary said an Energy
Commission would be set up as an advisory
body on energy matters, with one section
specifically dealings with encouraging
businessmen to get involved with solar

energy. ——
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POLITICAL PROFILE OF J. J. RAWLINGS

[Article by Nii K. Bentsi-Enchill:

[Text] FLT-LT. J. J. Rawlings: leader of the
Ghanaian masses in their legitimate strug- '

gle, or B-movie Clint Eastwood and mes-
sianic crusader whose ‘“second coming”
was celebrated in the Western press?

Those are only two of the images that have

been painted of the chairman of the Pro-
visional National Defence Council since
May 15, 1979. The question is not which
irage is the correct one, but which aspects
of all the subjective images have the
greatest objective political importance for
the people of Ghana.

Some people say his popularity in 1982 is
not quite the same as in 1979. One version
has it that the virtual king of June 4
entered a wilderness after the September
handover; instead of wisely staying there,
he has forced himself down the throats of

Ghanaians who this time may be unable to:
swallow. Critics from the right continue’

crediting him with integrity and a surfeit of
impracticable idealism. It has been even

harder in 1982 than in 1979 to make a case
‘of “Ewe hegemony”, yet there are people
dedicated to explaining away Ghana’s’

problems with tribal scapegoats. Such peo-
ple summon all possible arguments:
“Rawlings can’t be President because he is
half-Scottish, so he made the coup”; he is
less - popular than ‘before, the 'PNDC is
internally incoherent and is facing mass

apathy because Ghanaians are tired of
military rule; Rawlings fears for his life,

etc. :
It was curious to- read in March and
April descriptions in European and Amer-
ican publications of Burma Camp as a
“fortified military camp”, as if such places

London WEST AFRICA in English No 3384, 14 Jun 82 pp 1567, 1569

"Myths and Realities"] v

are meant to be like drive-in cinemas.’
Rawlings’s office in the camp is jocularly
known in some circles as “the bunker”, on
one level because of the sand bags in front
of it, on another because it is an imperfect’
refuge from the different forces that assail

‘a national leader. Rawlings sweltering in a

long jacket worn to cover a bullet-proof
vest? Why not? The personal security of
the PNDC chairman has been of greater
concern to some others than to Rawlings
himself. Friends and enemies recognise the
political importance of his survival. So far,’'
it ‘has looked like the most that political
enemies could achieve would be to cause
extreme confusion, since the possibility of
staging a counter-coup'is so remote. Once
you have heard ordinary soldiers talking’
about colleagues who died on December
31, and how glad they would be to give
their lives in defence of the revolution, it is
very difficult to see openings for any
decisive manoeuvres from the right. The’
readiest scope for the right lies in driving a.
wedge between Rawlings and the people of
Ghana. This means raising the question of
material shortages to a position of import-
ance that overrides political allegiance.
This means administrative sabotage -—
such as the leaks before the €50 withdrawal
— and ,rumour-mongering. It also means
lobbying in neighbouring and .overseas
capitals for Ghana to be squeezed econo-
mically. The calculation is obvious: make it
impossible for the PNDC to deliver the
goods, politically and materially, so that it
will be possible for Rawlings to fall like
Nkrumah’s statue once did. :

This is why the relationship between
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Rawlings and the people of Ghana is so
important. It must be repeated that no
Ghanaian has been so personally popular
— one might add, domestically and inter-
nationally — since Nkrumah. From May 15

three years ago, Rawlings became the focal -

point of mass aspirations for justice, equal
rights before the law, and popular demo-'
cracy in Ghana. Honesty and accountabil-
ity in public office; an end to hoarding and

profiteering; restoration of national pride -

through performance and integrity; and
also, a kind of moral re-armament, Testora-‘
tion of social harmony through fidelity to
basic human values. All these Rawlings
brought to the fore. It was argued that his'
only real base was urban, the workers,’
students and unemployed. But who could
argue that Rawlings was not popular with
most of the Ghanaian people who suffer
exploitation and oppression intheir urban
and rural forms?.

‘There is also the factor of style. Rawl-
ings is the ordinary man’s head of state: he

has sbent a whole afternoon down a

goldmine with miners, he has shifted cocoa
and cut sugar-cane; he sits down to eat with
workers, and talks their language, and
shares his cigarettes freely. The defining
characteristic of this man-of-the-people
practise is that is is usually unostentatious.
With a few long strides, Rawlings shatters
the protocol, crosses the usual chasm
between leaders and the people, and for
instance goes into a crowd in Cotonou to
light his cigarette.

The man himself is restless and energe-
tic. He was reputedly a rebel of long-
standing, a constant friend, a fearson}e
.enemy when he believed you had commit-
ted an injustice. He has won the devotion
of ordinary soldiers not by empty postur-
ing, but by identifying with their probler'ns,
by demonstrating practical demonstration
of concern for their welfare at financial and
personal cost to himself and his family, and
not to forget personal bravery in military

action.
Yet all this may not be enough. Popu-

lism is a weli-known method of fooling the
people, making their exploitation a little
more palatable to all concerned, the flag
and anthem of freedom without the sub-
stance. The moralistic (and eventually de-
moralising, for some) house-cleaning of
June 4 was theoretically and practically
inadequate. The slogan was “fight for your
rights”, but the masses were deprived of
the means to do so.

. December 31 brought people’s defence
committees and initial encouragement
from the PNDC for the masses to take
their destiny into their own hands. There
have been clear initial gains: lower rents,

“transport fares, prices, far greater parti-

cipation in decision-making, in effect, a.
glimmer of justice at the end of the tunnel.
A more coherent ideological framework-
has been set out: the policies of the
“December 31 Revolution should bear the
characteristics of a genuine national demo-
cratic revolution. They must be anti-
imperialist, anti-neocolonialist and must
aim at instituting a popular democracy”.
The only remaining problem is drawing up
-appropriate policies and implementing
them. _

Critics from the left have tended to
emphasise the progressive potential of

Rawlings’s leadership, and to disagree over
how well certain tactical manoeuvres relate -
to the stated strategy. In five months,
disagreements among progressives, and
with Rawlings and/or his various advisers,
have related to the concrete effect certain
appointments, decisions and public state-
ments have had on the advance of people’s
power in Ghana.

The harshest criticisms bear .on ambi-
guities perceived in Rawlings’s class posi-
tion, on whether or not he really fears or
respects the masses. Is his populism an
advanced paternalism, a posture intended
to manipulate Ghana’s working people to
accept a more rational organisation of that
neo-colony? Does his class position incline
him naturally towards patient indulgence
of officers and the civilian petty-
bourgeoisie, and severity with workers and
ordinary soldiers? Has Rawlings come to
prevent revolution, stepping in when the
objective conditions were becoming ripe?
Those questions point to what may be the
big question: who, after five months of the
PNDC, is still bent on social and political
transformation in Ghana, and who is mere-
ly bent on house-cleaning, 1982-style?

“June 4 was a successful, if momentarily
painful, health cure for comprador and
petty-bourgeois domination in Ghana,
cosmetic surgery for an arthritic system”.
That, and other assessments of June 4 can
be made because it was three years ago,
its specific character bore fruit in the Third
Republic and its-carefree demonstration of
what bourgeois democracy in a neo-colony
in crisis means for the privileged few who
operate it, and December 31 happened as a
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result. The first five months of the PNDC
can also be assessed, but a dialectical
approach makes room for developments
arising from any contradictions of these
initial months.. It is therefore too early to
judge what objective role Rawlings is
playing in the long struggle of the Gha-
‘naian people for social justice and demo-
cratic progress.

History has a way of turning heroes into-

villains and vice versa. This can depend on
who records that history. For Rawlings to

remain a popular hero in Ghana, in Africa,’

there must be no ambiguities in his rela-

tionship with the people. His tragedy
would be if reactionaries continued’
hating him to death while the people also’

began hating him."

CS0: 4700/1443
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GHANA, LIBYA ARE BROTHERS IN—ARMS, ASSERTS AKATA-PORE
Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 7 Jun 82 pp 1, 3
[Article by Geoffrey Barber]

[Text] A member of the PNDC, Sergeant Alolga Akata-Pore, has said that Ghana and
Libya are two brother—nations fighting side by side in the African liberation
struggle.

It is only the opposers of the Revolution who have misconstrued the relationship
between the two countries to be something different.

. Sergeant Akata-Pore said this when he opened a two-week art exhibition mounted by
five artists of the Pan-African Revolutionary Solidarity and the Libyan People's
Bureau at the Arts Centre in Accra at the week-end.

The exhibition was also to mark the third anniversary of the June 4 Uprising. It
will be moved to the University of Ghana, Legon, and then to the regioms.

The PNDC member said if Ghana could align herslef with far away countries, then
there was nothing wrong with Ghana aligning herself with Libya "which is on the Af-
rican continent, a member of the Organization of African Unlty and the Non-Aligned
Movement.

"Our relationship with Libya is only fair and proper", he declared

On the various agreements negotiated between Ghana and Libya recently, the PNDC
member regretted the way a Ghanaian weekly criticized the whole issue without giving
any concrete suggestions.

He, therefore, advised the Ghanaian press not to hide behind the guise of press
freedom and misinform the public because it would do nobody any good.

Mr Abdallah Boujeldiaﬁ, Secretary of the Libyan People's Bureau, said the December
31 Revolution had come to crown the success of the June 4 Uprising.

He observed that it was for the total emancipation of the African people that great
sons of the continent such as the late Dr Kwame Nkrumah, Abdel Nasser, Amilcar Ca-
bral and living ones such as Flt-Lt Jerry Rawlings and Muammer Gaddafi, had laid
down their lives.
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A committee member of the Libyan Bureau, Mr Ahmed Toumi, also noted that mili-
tary revolutions were launched to achieve political stability but that in itself
was not enough.

He hoped that the people of Ghana would hold fast to their Revolution and overhaul
their country in no time,

Among those who watched the exhibition were some members of the Diplomatic Corps
and Government officials.

1 €S0:  4700/1451
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GHANA

PEKIS, TSITOS CLASH AGAIN
Accra GHANATAN TIMES in English 11 Jun 82 pp 1, 5
[Article by Jubilant Atuwo, Kporvi]

[Text] Two persons were killed and over 35 houses, including a police post, were
burned rendering over 800 families homeless in the wake of fresh fighting which -
erupted between the people of Peki and Tsito on Tuesday over a piece of disputed
land.

The deceased are Mr John Aseﬁsro, 38, a youth leader from Tsito and Madam Yawa Akom,
a 27~year old pregnant wife of a police corporal stationed here.

It started when Asemsro was cold-bloodedly shot dead on the Tsito People's Defence
Committee farm about 200 metres from Kporvi village.

The plot forms part of the land in dispute between the people of Tsito and Peki
over which heavy toll of human life had been taken in fratricidal conflict over
the years. :

Police sources claimed that the incident could not be immediately controlled because
all the five policemen at the post were on official duties outside the village at
the time of the incident.

The absence of police control led to indiscriminate Burning down of.private build-
ings and property of the inhabitants valued at about ¢700,000.

The - 1nhabitants, for fear of being taken captive by their assailents, instantly de-
‘serted the village to take refuge at Dedo, a village about four miles off the main -
Accra road.

It is still not established which of the two rival factions had perpetuated the
latest hostilities but 11 suspects have so far been arrested.

Meanwhile, a joint military—police patrol team have been town to maintain law and
order.

Cs0: 4700/1451
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GHANA

BRIEFS

LIBYA'S FAITH IN GHANA--The acting Secretary of the Libya People's Bureau, Mr Ab-
dallah Abujeidain, has said that Libya is showing her total commitment to Ghana by
contributing positively in all fields towards the success of her Revolution. Re-
ceiving a resolution presented to him in Accra on Monday by the four PDCs under

the Ministry of Fuel and Power, Mr Abujeidain said Libya's decision to aid Ghana
came from the People's Congress in Libya and this would continue until the country's
economy improved. The PDCs are from the Petroleum Department, Ghana 0il Petroleum
Refinery, Ghana 0il Company and the Electricity Corporation. Mr Abujeidain said
Libya was doing its duty towards the total liberation of Africa by giving aid to
Ghana. Mr Emmanuel Appiah-Korang, Secretary for Fuel and Power, who was present

at the function, said Ghana and Libya were now moving together as partners of de-
velopment, and this would help enhance their resources. In their resolution, the’
PDCs expressed appreciation for the generous offers and aid Libya had made t