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BURMA

BRIEFS

ARMY VICTORY IN MAW HPA--On 5 February, the People's Army repulsed an attack
by the military government 's mercenary 107th Light Infantry Regiment in

Pangwo and (?Hkamhseng) of Maw Hpa region. The enemy fled in disarray,
leaving three of their dead behind. Six enemy soldiers were killed and more
than 40 others, including mercenary captains, were wounded in the battle. The
People's Army captured 1 carbine, 1 G-4, 12 (DA-80) shells, M-79 ammunition,
and other military supplies. [Text] [(Clandestine) Voice of the People of
Burma in Burmese 0030 GMT 17 Feb 85] :

SOLDIERS KILLED IN AMBUSH--Combat news of the combined force of the People's
Army and the Shan State Nationalities Liberation Organization [SSNLO]: Omn 8
February, a combined force of the People's Army and the SSNLO ambushed the
military government's mercenary army near (Tangza), between Hopong and Mong
Pawn. The attack destroyed an enemy military truck, killed 10 enemy soldiers,
and wounded 27 others. Captured from the enemy were 3 carbines, 5 G-3's, 2
G-4's, 1 sten gun, and more than 1,000 rounds of carbine ammunition. [Text]
[(Clandestine) Voice of the People of Burma in Burmese 0030 GMT 20 Feb 85]

THIRD PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY CONVENES-~The State Council, after consultation with
the Panel of Chairmen of the People's Assembly, has summoned ‘the Third
People's Assembly to meet in Rangoon for its eighth session on 18 March
1985-—the 13th waning moon of Tabaung, 1346. ‘This was announced in State
Council notification No. 1/85 issued today. [Text] [Rangoon Domestic
Service in Burmese 0630 GMT 18 Feb 85]

CS0: 4211/39
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CAMBODIA

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT IN BATTAMBANG
BK131705 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0416 GMT 13 Feb 85

[Text] Phnom Penh, 13 Feb (SPK)--The border Province of Battambang, 300 kilo-
meters northwest of Phnom Penh, is developing remarkably in the field of
industry and handicraft.

After national liberation, the province began efforts to put seven enter-
prises, destroyed under the Pol Pot genocidal regime, into service. Last
‘year, the jute sack factory at Don Teav achieved 5 percent more than its
production plan. The provincial textile plant achieved an increase of 18
percent over its plan in the production of cotton thread and 4 percent over
the plan for the production of mosquito nets, without taking into account
over 52,000 meters of cloth. The output of these products doubled that of
1983.

The production of chemical fertilizer increased by 5 percent over its annual
plan. The electric industry and provincial sawmills completely covered local
needs. A total of 600 metric tons of lime was also produced in the same
period. '

The weaving handicraft of this province sold more than 100,000 scarfs to the
state last year.

It is also necessary to note that the sugar and'cigarétte plants contribute to

the income of the province, which was 168 percent more than the expenses last
year.

CsSO: 4219/40
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CANDIDATES REFUSE INVITATION OF SYARIFUDDIN

Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 21 Dec 84 p 1

[Text] Jakarta, Thursday-—It is likely that personnel of the "rival” Central
Executive Council, United Development Party (DPP PPP) which was arranged by

' Syarifuddin Harahap Cs [and friends] will not be made public by 22 December as
had been promised, because persons contacted to sit in the "rival"” DPP refused,
reported a MERDEKA journalist quoting explanations from several United
Development faction members in Parliament.

According to these FPP sources, the candidates refused because they judged the
program and strategy of Syarifuddin Harahap Cs as unclear and even against the
law.

As has already been reported, following the crisis within the body of the DPP
PPP, Syarifuddin Harahap and Badrut Tamam Achda discussed organizing a “"rival”
DPP PPP which was referred to as "revamping personnel of the DPP PPP as a
result of Congress I.”

Those contacted by Syarifuddin and Tamam Achda were mostly persons who have
felt dissatisfied with results of PPP Congress I decisions and persons
consistently opposing policies of H. J. Naro on account of his actions.

According to FPP DPR sources who did not want to give their names, to break the
stronghold of H. J. Naro, Syarifuddin Cs used several tactics. First,
perfecting the party constitution and bylaws resulting from the Congress,
following its programs. If this step were accepted by competent authorities,
then they would ask permission for an extraordinary Congress. Two, if the
first step could not be put into practice, they would be forced to form a rival
DPP.

"However, the steps of Syarifuddin Cs to this point have not found support from
PPP figures who previously were judged as willing to support,” said MERDEKA's

source.

Moreover, there are those who feel the policies of Syarifuddin violate the
organization's code of ethics and existing rules and regulations.

12836
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ACHDA DEMANDS DFP-PPP APOLOGY
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 21, Dec 84 pp 1,

[Text] Jakarta, PELITA-—Vice Secretary of the United Development Faction (PPP)
of Parliament, Republic of Indonesia; Dr- H. "B, Tamam Achda, 'said, in agreement
with the opinion of Minister of Internal Affairs Soepardjo Rustam, that what is
currently occurring in the body of the PPP forms an internal problem: 'He also
indicated the possibility of internal conflict resolution within the PPP if the
United Development Party Central Executive Council immediately apologizes
openly to the entire PPP membership, the Government and all Indonesian people.

This statement by Achda was given in Jakarta Thursday with regard to the
Mendagri's concern which was expressed to the press about recent PPP
developments. As a matter that all Indonesian people, particularly PPP
members, feel, Achda called the Mendagri's concern natural, bearing in mind
that he is a builder of stability in political life within the country.

Unlawful

According to this DPR-RI member who was recently dismissed by the General
Chairman of the DPP-PPP, Dr H. J. Naro, from his position as a board member of
the DPP-PPP, in addition to the open apology, the DPP should immediately
acknowledge that the results of PPP Congress I at Ancol, which concerned the
problem of consolidation of ideals such as the constitution and bylaws and the
Party Struggle Program, are not valid under law because they are contrary to
decrees of the People's Consultative Congress and Law No 3/1975.

In Jeopardy

On the other hand, it is said, that although what is now occurring within the
PPP is an internal problem, nevertheless, the subject matter of the conflict
within PPP is linked to political characteristics and attitudes of the DPP
which jeopardize the national interest.

"I think it quite proper if all sides look at'PPP"problems‘this'time as a
national problem and consider the national interest, especially in the area of
political development and national ideology,” he said.




He explained that what he had done, along with his friends, in connection with
the PPP problem was nothing else but to align the path of the party with
. national standards.

Arrogant

Concerning the conflict now occurring within the PPP body, Achda said there has
always been internal conflict within the PPP. These conflicts are results of
characteristics and viewpoints of leadership within the PPP which are arrogant
and not consistent with national standards which are none other than the Five
Pillars, the Perspectives of the Course of the Nation, the National

Constitution and existing rules and legislation. _ e s Y B

He underlined and emphasized in, accordance with existing legislation. "This
means the existence of political parties and Golkar have to be completely in
. 1line with Pancasila, UUD 1945, and existing, legal provisions, internally. and
externally, not in outward appearance Only,: he said in clariflcatlon.zwﬂ
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; Finally, H. B. Tamam Achda invited all sides to face firmly all actlons and ;
steps of bureaucrats who enjoy acting in a secretive manner along with .
d1splaying characteristics which are ambivalent ‘towards Pancasila and UUD 1945.
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SYARIFUDDIN, ACHDA EXPELLED FROM PPP
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 29 Dec 84 pp 1, 12

[Text] Jakarta, Friday--Syarifuddin Harahap and H. B. Tamam Achda, as of last
18 December, were dismissed from membership in the United Development Party,
reported a MERDEKA journalist today.

The dismissal of the two men mentioned above was contained in the Executive
Order, Central Executive Council, United Development Party No 673/KPTS
[decision]/DPP/XI1/1984 dated 18 December and signed by General

Chairman H. J. Naro and Secretary General Mardinsyah.

The basis for the expulsion of the two men from PPP membership, according to
the preamble of the Executive Order, was, among others, that the recent
dismissal from positions as Vice Chairman, MPP [executive council] and
Chairman, Department of Foreign Relations/Member, DPP Plenary session for
Syarifuddin and Achda, respectively, turned out not to stimulate them to
recognize their mistakes and did not prompt them to correct themselves.

It was also said that actions of the two men, both from the time before they
were put under sanctions and afterwards, were contrary to discipline and
undermined decisions of Congress I, the constitution and bylaws of the party,
as well as undermined legal party policy lines, with results that placed in
jeopardy good internal political stability and also the national interest.

Therefore, to guard the above mentioned pblitical stability, maintain the
discipline of the organization and to abide by the good name and dignity of the
party, the DPP PPP decided to dismiss Syarifuddin Harahap and H. B. Tamam Achda
from their respective party memberships.

The DPP PPP Executive Order dismissing the two men was based on a decision of
the DPP PPP conference of 26 November, which was attended by MPP members and
leadership of the United Development Faction from Parliament.

With the dismissal of the two men, from both their party positions and
membership, the persons concerned no longer have the right to hold positions
within the party or to represent the party in any position.

Syarifuddin Harahap and H. B. Tamam Achda have also been FPP members in the DPR
during this time. As a Jogical consequence of their dismissal from party

membership, the two also no longer have the right to represent the PPP in the
DPR.

12836 6
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SUPPORT EXTENDED TO AFGHAN RESISTANCE

Penang THE STAR in English 4 Feb 85 p 12

[Text]

MALAYSIA ‘h'as' allowed it-

self to become the voice of
the Afghan Mujahiddeen
struggling against commu-
nist .oppression in their
homeland - an indication
of the Government’s prag-
matic foreign policy of
backing words with deeds.
While many countries, in-
cluding some Islamic na-
tions, only voiced their ob-
jection to the Soviet-occupa-
tion of Afghanistan, the Go-
vernment offered ‘Kuala
Lumpur as the point for
global distribution of news
on the Mujahiddeen strug-

e. : .
A telex link between the
Federal capital and Pesha--

war in Pakistan, where the !
freedom fighters have their *

headquarters,. facilitates

-the channelling to Kuala
: Lumpur of all reports on the ;

war. .
Malaysia had helped to

tion link.

- establish this communica- !

And this after having al- .

"lowed the Afghan Mujahid-

deen to open an office in
Kuala Lumpur and becom-
in% the only nation to grant
official recognition to the
freedom fighters in this
way. )

“We've got the most reli-
updated news

our struggle to kick out the
Soviet troops from Afghani-

.stan,” says Mujahiddeen

representative in Kuala
Lumpur, Haji Mangal Hus-
sain. o

He says the news is sent

-to the other Mujahiddeen

offices, in Australia, Sudan,

CSO: 4200/486

. Y efront coming
: down here from where the
‘world is kept informed of

i

!

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bri-
tain, West Germany,
France, Turkey and Iran. .

" Reports are also sent to
Jocal and foreign-news or-

ganisations, like the BBC

* and Voice of America, to
- keep them informed of the
“actual situation,” he adds.

The interview with Haji
Manggal was interspersed
- often with praises for.the
Malaysian Government,
irticularly for its gesture
gla allowing the Mujahid-
deen to set up an office in
Kuala Lumpur. .-
* “It was unprecedented,”
‘says Hai‘i1 Manggal, | -
ing the historic speech by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri

the Ghazi- Afghan refugee

.camp in Tarbela, some
100km from Islamabad, last
. year. :

; The Prime Minister had.

Dr Mahathir Mohamad at:

announced to the thunder- -
.ous applause of the refu- °

- gees: “The Malaysian Go-

¥ vernment accepted whole- :
- héartedly the application by :

{ the Mujahiddeen .to set up !
tits office in the Malaysian '

, capital . .. Malaysia ~ will
continue to be together with
the Afghan people in their

. efforts to free their country

. of the communists.”

Following this, -Ufnino
i youth agreed to grant office
: space at the Wisma Datuk

Dagang in Kampung Baru
: t'orthegMujahiddeen.
; It is understood that

"Wisma Putra, which helps :
maintain the three-room of- -

fice cum apartment of the
Mujahiddeen representa-
tive, is looking into provid-
ing a more spacious office.
Malaysia’s concern for

" the Afghan plight is under-
_standable as it is itself
. faced with the threat of the
communists, who at one
time carried out a bloody in-
surrection, .

““The Afglian people's
fight against the Soviets

i can be likened to Malaysia's
: - combat against communism

I their sufferi

et At e mpesas e e e

and we should consider

n
“ours,” says 5mno’ Youth
chief Encik Anwar Ibrahim.

" Mujahiddeen who are cor-
.vinced that they will suc-
-ceed in their struggle to re-

reedom, he says.

‘Government launched a

special fund for the Afghan -

- refugees.

Known as the Afghani-

stan Refugees Humanitar-
ian Aid Fund Account, it

; will be mainly used to pro-

" vide non-military assis- :

tance.

As a result of the recent

" tense fighting in Afghani-
stan, there has been an up-
ﬁxr e of sympathy among

ysians for the Afghan .
refugees and Mujahiddeen -

fighters, said Deputy For-
eign Affairs Minister Abdul
Kadir Sheikh Fadzir when

he launched the fund re- -
= cently. i :
;. The Malaysiah Muslim -

" Welfare Organisation (Per-

kim) has donated $1,650, the
first contributor to the.
fund. Donations will contin-
ue to be accepted by the
secretary-general of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
 Health care for the sick
and wounded in the over-

§ain independence and .

Recently, ‘the Malaysian :
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crowded refugee camps is

also a special challenge

faced by countries accept-

ing the refugees, particu-
_larly Pakistan.

This triggered Malaysia

“ 1to donate four million pills
- for the treatment of tuber-

as part of :

culosis and 250,000 tran-
quilliser tablets to the Paki-
stani authorities.

In another move by the

-. Malaysian Government,

1 " i five students whose fathers-
_ Malaysian youths should .
emulate the attitude of the :

-are Afghan Mujahiddeen
have been offered places to
study_at_the International
Islamic University in Kuala
Lumpur. -
One of them, Sayed An-
war, lost all five fingers of
- his right hand while figl;l;-
inihSoviet troops at the Ba-
" dakh Shan region in Af-
" ghanistan.
~ While efforts to help the
Afghan Mujahiddeen are
being carried with added

- .vigour in Malaysia, there is

{ nolet-u
#: regain

i-ed in

in the struggle to
reedom and inde-
_pendence in Afghanistan.

- And, in the international
: arena, the search continues
-for a negotiated settlement
. ‘that will provide the essen-
“.tial requirements enunciat-
our United Nations

;: resolutions on Afghanistan:

total withdrawal of Soviet
troops, .self-determination
for the Afghan people, inde-
pendent and non-aligned
status of Afghanistan, and

i the return of the refugees

in safety and with honour.
As a booklet on the Af-

ghan struggle says: “The

people of Afghanistan ask

no more; the world commu-

nity can demand no less.” —
Bernama.




PHILIPPINES URGED TO DROP SABAH CLAIM

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in EInglish 2 Feb 85 p 3

[Text]

CSo

.
.

" KOTA KINABALU, Fri. — The Philippine

claim over Sabah should be dropped once
and for all, Chief Minister Datuk Harris
Salleh said today.

“Statements over the years from Philip-
pine leaders that the claim has been
dropped are not enough. They must be fol-
lowed with the necessary action to resolve
the issue,” he told a group of Kuala Lum-
pur-based and foreign journalists at the

.. Berjaya Party headquarter here.

4200/486

A Manita-based journalisl had asked the
Chief Minister what he thought the Philip-
pine Government should do lo scttle the is-
sue.

" Refugees

JPRS-SEA-BO=U45
14 March 1985

MALAYSTA

"Datuk Harris said that Manila k;l.ew besi '

how to go about resolving the claim but so

. far “we have only heard statements from

them?”,
“The sincere Ieeling of the p(-ople of Sa-

_bah is that the claim should be resolved
once ‘and for all,” Datuk Harris added. .
“Sabah has no problems at all with the -

The Chief Minister sald that the Filipino

* refugee problem in the State was under

. control, thanks 1o the efforts of the United

Nations High Commisslon for Relugees
(UNHCR).

There are an estimated_ 100,000 Filipino
refugees in Sabah. — Bernama L

. Philippines except on that one point (the -
" Sabah claim).”
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[Text]

KOTA KINABALU,
Fri. — Sabah Chief -
Minister Datuk Harris
Salleh today an-
nounced a $5 billion
master plan to develop
600,000 hectares of-
“land for export-orient- °
ed agro-based projects 2
spread over 15 years.:
The projects covering '
reafforestation, cocoa, oil
palm and downstream in-
dustries are in various :
stages of study in a con- .
certed effort to eradicate
poverty and turn Sabah |
into a more significant | '
contributor to the na-
; tional economy. | .
“Sabah now contri
butes less than 20 per. i
- cent of Malaysia's total :
export earnings and by

the year 2000 we hope to .

play an even more impor-
tant role in the nation's
economic well-being.” he”
said. .
Datuk Harris sald that
- discussions were being
held between the World
Bank and the Federal
Government for funds to
cultivate another 200,000
hectares of land with
fast-growing forests.
Datuk Harris was
speaking to a group of
Kuala Lumpur-based
and foreign journalists
_ who were here to cover
the conference of South-
. East Asian central bank

CSO. 4200/486

. governors which ended
today

" As an agricu!ture-

- - based State with 2.4 mil-

Hon hectares of arable

¢ land yet uncultivated, Sa-

bah had opted for more
aggressive agricultural
programmes to take care

not only of the poverty

probl_ems but the popula-
tion growih WHich was

: expected to double by the.

- year 2000, he added.
Datuk Harris acknow-
ledged that although the

State's poverty rate had -

come down to 29 per cent

from 41 per cent in the |
mid-1970s, the poor Saba- :
hans were .relatively .

‘among the poorest in the
country. . N
L e .
Projects
Citing an example, the
‘Chief Minister said that
the Kudat district was
the most-poverty
stricken area in the
country.
The State.Government,

therefore, had to exploit
its vast land resources:

- rather than go for high-

technology industries be-
-cause he said “you cannot
develop the State while
the people are still left be-
‘hind"

Datuk Harris said that
the cultivation of man-
made forests would be gi-
ven a big boost with the

MASTER AGRICULTURAL PLAN FOR SABAH ANNOUNCED

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 2 Feb 85 p 3

" commissioning of the §1.4
* billion pulp and paper
* thill by early 1987. ,

“The project in Sipitang

" will draw its raw mater-
ials both from natural

and man-made forests

_and could produce 120,000

tonnes of printing paper

1o meet demand, espe-
..cially of the Asean re-

gion.

-‘He said the Sarawak
Government had agreed
in principle to take part

. in the project as the pro-

ject site was close to the

" Sarawak border, while
. the Islamic Development

Bank might also be invit-
ed to invest. -
About 40 per cent of ci-

vil works on the project °

“had been éompleted.
Datuk Harris also said, - -
that the hot briquetted : i
iron (hbi) and the meth: ;

anol plants in Labuan,

both gas-related indus- !
tries which went into pro- |

duction recently, were :

expected to earn about

$500 million a year which !
was sufficient to cover :
the operational costs and |

interests on loans for the
projects. -

About 70 per cent of the - * envisaged to attract tour-|

$2.5 billion investments
pumped into the projects

- was in the form of loans.

Datuk Harris also an- -

nounced ambitious plans - @,y ¢ $25 million. — Ber-

to attract the tourist dol-
lar into the State, with

MALAYSIA

three major tourist re-
sort projects now on the
drawing board.

One such project would
be developed by a Japan-
ese group and the other
would be a joint-venture

between American, Fili- -

pino and local interests.

The third project being
planned is the develop- )

‘ment of a 200-hectare is- :
. land by the Club Mediter-
anee group.

Feasibility studies had

started on the projects .
- which would involve in- -
vestments estimated at .
between $2 bdillion te °7
billion within 10 to 15

R

years.

“In view of the present '

mood of the Federal Gov-
ernment to go into tour-

.. ism development in a big
. way, 1 hope that neces-,
" ‘sary steps would be taken .

to facilitate the plans we

have in mind,” he added.
Datuk Harpis: spoke of

 the need fgr.:more re-:
" gional and international -

airlines to be granted
landing rights in Sabah’
. to cater for the anticipat-

ed mcrease in the tourist

i flow.

Among the plans he

ists was a cable car pro-:
ject linking Mt Kinabalu,

- South-East Asia's high-

est peak. This would cost

‘nama -




EAST GERMANS STUDY FORESTRY VENTURE

Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 31 Jan 85 p 24

[Text]

CS0:

EAST Germany is study-

- ing a proposal by Malay-

sia to jointly develop
reafforestation pro-
grammes in the country

.and also the possibility of

providing technical ex-
pertise in integrated
farming and rural agri-
culture programmes. ,
This offer was made by
the visiting East German
Deputy Foreign Minister,
Mr Gerd Koenig, during

‘his hour-long meeting

with Deputy Primary In-
dustries Minister Megat

-Junid Ayub-in Kuala

Lumpur yesterday.
Megat Junid toild
reporters after the meet-
ing that Mr Koenig gave
the assurance that his
country was prepared to
help Malaysia in large-
scale reafforestation pro-
grammes. ° : )
He said East Germany
had a lot of expertise in
niodern forestry and
agricultural techniques
and was prepared to pro-
vide aid in this direction
if it was needed. :
“Malaysia welcomes
this offer because of the
depletion of forest re-
serves and is carrving

4200/486

reafforestation on a large
scale.”

Megat Junid explained
that Malaysia was exper-
iencing a depletion rate

-of 250 hectares annually

because of logging and
farnming activities.

Malaysia, he said, has
6.4 million hectares of
forests and if the felling
rate were at 250 hectares
a year, the country may
not have forests in about
25 years from now.

Megat Junid said his
Ministry had directed all

_forestry departments to -

implement reafforesta-
tion programmes on an
intensive scale.

In addition, the Forest
Research Institute in Ke-
pong is conducting ‘stu-
dies on the possibility of
cultivating Manau cane
in the reafforestation
programmes {o make it
an export item in about
seven to eight years.

Referring to East Ger-
man technical aid, Megat
Junid said that country
was keen to sell its heavy
equipment and machin-
ery and was studying an
offer by Malaysia to pur-

10

chase these through
counter trade.

He said if East Ger-
many agreed to Malay-

sia's suggestion for the -

above -items, the counter

trade would be expanded .
to include other trading .

activities.

During his discussion

with Mr Koenig, he also .

invited East Germany to

invest in this country, -
particularly in the con-
struction -of highways, °
dams, water treatment

and fertiliser plants.

He said Mr'Koenig
gave the assurance that

he would study how the -
trade imbalance between

the two countries could
be corrécted and how dir-
ect trade could be boost-

ed, especially-in rubber

and palm oil.

Figures show imports
of rubber by East Ger-

many from Malaysia

dropped from $23 million
in 1980 and $19.8 ‘million
in 1981 to just $4 million
in 1983, while imports of

palm oil fell from $4.3 -

million in 1978 to $2.1 mil-
lion in 1983. -~ Bernama

‘ES
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NEW CALEDONIA-POLYNESIA ALLIANCE ESTABLISHEi)V
Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST VCGURIER' in English 8 Feb 85 p1l

[Text]

CSO:

NOUMEA:  An
alliance will be signed
within a week be-

‘tween two of France's
Pacific territories,

New Coledonia and
Polynesia, according
to officia! sources.

Polynesian Premier

i Gaston Flosse was due
in Noumea yesterday

for a week’s visit dur-
ing which a draft
alliance will be signed

4200/489

wit-h . New Caledonian

‘Premier Dick Ukeiwe. )

The territorial

assemblies in Noumea
‘and. Papeete have

already approved the

- draft alliance which is
aimed to set up a’
. “French Pacific region.”
‘Membership will later

be offered to France's
third Pacific territory,
Wallis and Futuna.

The alliance will “de-

.fend and protect com-

11

mon interests of these
.territories in political,

economic, social and
cultural spheres.” .
The two premiers

.will meet at least four
- fimes annually. 8

. Their joint secretaria
will “make contact in
the name of the alliance

with other Pacific
-States to strengthen
ties in order to bring .
. about a rapprochement

of all peoples in the

‘Pacific region.”

v

Steps will be taken to
develop regional eco-
nomy, especially tour-
ism, agriculture and
aquaculture.

New Caledonia is cur-

" rently faced with a

campaign by militant
Kanaks for immediate
independence. Some ex-
tremists are threaten-
- ing to expel all French. ,

‘A standing commit-
tee, composed of ter-
ritorial ministers and

" 'local elected officials,

will study proposals
made by the two pre-
miers. : . :

New Caledonia has a
yogulation of 135,000
-and an area of 19,000
Square km; French
Polynesia has 137,000
inhabitants with an
area of 4000 square km;
Wallis and Futuna com-

rises two groups of is-

lands with a surface
. area of under 300

square km, and 10,000
inhabitants.
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JOSE MARTA SISON ENDORSES OPPOSITION ROLE IN ELECTIONS
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 23 Jan 85 pp 1, 2

[Text] Jose Ma. Sison, tagged by the military as the chairman of the

Communist Party of the Philippines, has endorsed opposition participa-
tion in the polls, saying the objective conditions have changed because
of the country's worsening economic and political crises. :

Far from abandoning the opposition call for meaningful elections, Sison
said the polls will be a means to expose the alleged "anti-national and
anti-democratic character'" of the Marcos government.

"The elections are an occasion to further isolate the Marcos dictatorship
and strengthen the democratic forces, including the revolutionary forces,
which can go on ventilating the fundamental issues,'" Sison stressed.

The views of the alleged CPP chieftain, in solitary confinement for 7
years at an undisclosed military detention, were stated in an interview
conducted by the Philippine News and Features through 1ntermedlar1es
last week.

The position of the left, which urged a boycott of the May 14 Batasan

polls last year because it considered them a "sham," comes amid specu-
lations that snap presidential polls may be held this year because of

the slipping health of President Marcos.

The ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan had earlier decided in caucus the
calendared local polls of 1986 and the pre31dent1al polls of 1987 would
be held as scheduled.

The stance by the ruling party was endorsed by President Marcos, who
said there was no reason to "upset the Comstitutionally mandated" schedule
of the local and presidential polls.

Admitting the potential role of the legal opposition in the "further
weakening of the Marcos government," Sison said that through the local
elections "they (opposition) are likely to contribute significantly to
the defeat of the fascist puppet clique by coordinating their electoral
struggle with the other forms of mass struggle."

12




Sison noted the growing 'isolation of the Marcos clique because of the
worsening political and economic crises" in the Philippines.

He predicted the KBL would "surely lose in both local and presidential
elections" if poll frauds and terrorism are minimized. But if the

ruling party won through "fraud and terror,” Sison warned, the "desire for
armed revolution will grow stronger among the people."

Sison said the legal opposition, if it wins, "will have to adopt funda-
mental policy changes, if it is to come to terms with the revolutionary
organizations."

He further said that the opposition will have to deal with the ''grave
problems left by the Marcos autocracy."

Turning his attention to the segment of the opposition which boycotted
the May 1984 polls, Sison said the boycotters shall not have abandoned
their call for meaningful elections if they participate for as long as
they continue "condemning the evil character of the regime" and the
unjustness of present electoral rules and procedures.

It is wrong to conclude, Sison said, that those who opted to participate
were correct and that those who boycotted were not.

"The boycotters were not wrong in making just and reasonable demands
concerning the elections," he said. He added that the participation of
those who boycotted would not have changed the election results.

Some of the country's leading opposition figures led a boycott of the Batasan
polls after the Marcos government failed to meet opposition demands geared
at minimizing poll fraud and terrorism.

Former Senators Lorenzo Tanada. and Jose Diokno, joined by Butz Aquino, brother
of slain opposition Leader Beningno S. Aquino, Jr, spearheaded the boycott
campaign, although turnout at the polls was considered massive.

He believes the elections will not affect the armed revolution being waged
by the New People's Army, the military arm of the Communist Party of the
Philippines, because elections are a periodic thing that do not by them-
selves give any profound lasting answer to the fundamental and democratic
demands of the Filipino people!

Sison considers elections as merely one of the legal forms of struggle
which are subordinate and auxiliary to the militant mass struggles as

well as the mass organizing being conducted by various organizations.

Sison added that the CPP has the capacity of influencing and determining
the results of the elections in many parts of the country.

CSO: 4200/496
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REPORTAGE ON GOVERNOR RABAT'S ASSASSINATION PLOT CHARGES
Ex-Governor, Newspaper Involvement Alleged
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 19 Jan 85 pp 1, 8

[Text] Former Gov Leopoldo Lopez and vice-governor Emilio Dayanghirang and
three others including a daily newspaper have been exposed as behind the
plot to assassinate Gov Francisco Rabat of Davao Oriental.

The other accomplices of Lopez and Dayanghirang in the plot to kill Gov
Rabat are two former military officers, Lt Col Salvador Sayson and Captain
Gil Taojo of the Davao Oriental PC command.

A news reporter of the People's Daily Forum who requested anonymity was also
linked to the mission to kill Rabat.

In a letter to Brig Gen Dionisio S. Tan-Gatue, Jr., regional commander of
the PC-INP RECOM XI in Camp Catitipan, Davao City, Rabat said that the plot
to kill him was unearthed recently and this has compounded his problems and
worries especially with the present worsening peace and order condition in
Davao Oriental.

Rabat said that the sinister plot which he had gathered from reliable
sources was confirmed to have been concocted and instigated by the group
composed of Ex-Gov lopez, his incumbent vice-governor, Davanghirang, Lt Col
Sayson and Captain Taojo and a Forum news reporter.

Rabat revealed that the plan is to link him with a certain Abubakar Bautista
Karsolo alias Kapitan Inggo and the death of Mandug Barangay Captain Alex
Orcullo to condition the minds of the people and members of the New People's
Army about his involvement and make him the sitting target of the ire

of the latter, through newspaper reporting and manipulation, a task which
was assigned to a news reporter of Davao Oriental through the pages of the
People's Daily Forum.

Rabat said that Dayanghirang, on the other hand, will handle the publica-

tions of news through the People's Daily Forum and the radio. The implementation
of the liquidation scheme will be undertaken by Sayson and Taojo through

the hired services of members of the lost command and some members of the
military who have remained members of the disbanded "El1 Diablo" who now call
themselves as ''guardians."
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"Since the plot has some political color in view of the existence of very
apparent motives on the part of my political enemies more particularly,
vice-governor Dayanghirang, whose case is still pending in court, his auto-
matic assumption of office as governor should be eliminated, I appeal to
the good General that immediate steps be taken by the command to relieve
members of the El Diablo assigned in Davao Oriental PC command," Rabat
said.

The governor also added: "I am further requesting your good office to

make clarifications as to the status of Salvador Sayson and Gil Taojo,

more particularly Sayson who is not only utilizing to the fullest his mili-
tary rank but also brandishing his high-powered weapons with his equally
armed companions in the town of Mati, more particularly at barangay Don
Enrique Lopez where people are threatened, physically harmed, thus sowing
fear among the people.”

Rabat said that what aggravates the act of said persons who claimed to be
military officers is that they have also created agrarian problems and
unrest especially on the properties adjoining the Lopez properties where
due process of law are totally disregarded by the use of the sheer power
of the gun. '

"Are these groups really untouchable, such that even the military has
become practically inutile and unmindful of the. reports already submitted
 (to them)?" Rabat asked in also taking a dig at the PRC.

Rabat expressed the hope that Tan—Gatue will do his best to relieve the
governor and his people of the problems "we are presently facing so that
we can enjoy the peace and tranquility of a more prosperous and peaceful
province of Davao Oriental.”

Rabat also informed the general that he has submitted the same report to
President Marcos and to higher military headquarters "with an urgent request
for whatever appropriate action they may deem necessary or proper to take"
against those who want to kill him.

General Tan—Gatue Rebufs Rabat
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 22 Jan 85 pp 1, 8

[Article by Dol Onez]

[Text] PC RECOM XI Commander and INP director, Brig Gen Dionisio S. Tan-
Gatue, Jr., has reputed Davao Oriental governor Gov Francisco Rabat's
written report on the alleged plot to liquidate him by some members of the
military.

In his rejoined to Rabat's perplexive tirade, Brig Gen Tan-~Gatue also
informed Rabat that based on their investigations conducted there are

no armed men or members of the so-called "lost command" in Panombon, Mati,
nor even in the entire Davao Oriental province.
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Gen Tan-Gatue also said "please be informed that as shown by our records,
both Lt Col Sayson and Capt Taojo have been long separated from the military
service. Capt Taojo resides with his family in Mati while the presence of
Lt Col Sayson in the area is still being investigated although initial
reports state that he is employed as farm manager arnd security officer of
Mrs Flordeliz Lopez Inigo."

Gen Tan-Gatue directed the Davao Oriental PC/INP Commander to effect all
necessary actions to be undertaken to ensure peace and tranquility of the
province. "For as long as it is not for the singular interest of one indi-
vidual, please be assured of my personal cooperations," Gen Tan-~Gatue added.

RECOM XI commander's sucecinct, but witty reply was made following Rabat's
ambivalent communication sent last January 2 to Camp Catitipan. Rabat's
letter contained a run-down list of allegations, including a liquidation
plot to be carried out by some members of the military who are erstwhile
members of the Diablo Squads.

Meanwhile, former Davao Oriental governor, Polding Lopez, incumbent vice-
governor, Emilio Dayanghirang, Jr., including two former PC officials,

Lt Col Sayson and Capt Taojo, a local scribe of the People's Daily Forum
yesterday heavily assailed Davao Oriental governor Rabat for unjustly link-
ing them in the alleged plot to liquidate him.

The same group branded Rabat's letter to Gen Tan-Gatue which is the first
in 1985 and the fourth letter since 1984 as "red herring." Another decep-
tive maneuver aim to muddle the minds of the people of Davao Oriental.

Lt Col Sayson and Capt Taojo, including some military men in the province
during an interview also denounced Rabat's letter to Gen Tan-Gatue as an
act of a demagogue.

Vice-governor Emilio Dayanghirang, Jr., also criticized Rabat as a vindic-
tive mudslinger who does not stop making razzle-dazzle against all persons
who are deterrents to his alleged questionable operations in the prov1nce
until they are completely annihilated.

A group of constabulary soldiers in the province who were also linked by
Rabat in the alleged plot to liquidate him described the statement as
repugnant and obtrusively silly.

Rabat stressed in his letter that "the implementation of the liquidation
scheme will be undertaken by Sayson and Taojo through the hired services
of the members of the lost command and some members of the military."

Many keen neutral observers including some professional quarters in the
province tagged Rabat as a good '"fiction writer." He can make real
fantasy appear alive and kicking by writing with proper syntax. On the
other hand, they said, it is a crystal clear sign that he is politically
insecure these days.

CS0: 4200/523
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OPLE: WILL TO RESIST COMMUNISM 'IS BREAKING DOWN'
HK230553 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Feb 85 p 12

[Text] Labor Minister Blas F. Ople said yesterday there are signs the national
will to resist communism is breaking down. He called on "responsible" sectors
of society to transform the present crisis into a springboard for progress.

Speaking before the Rotary Club of Makati West, the labor minister said the
communists are bent on capitalizing on the country's current economic difficul-
ties to create a revolutionary situation. He added they are apparently suc-
ceeding in certain parts of the country, particularly Mindanao and Negros
Occidental.

He called on the country's leadership, the opposition included, to examine the
present crisis for opportunities that would release the energies of local entre-
preneurs and to transform the country along the lines of the Taiwanese and
Korean success stories.

Citing defense ministry statistics, Ople said the insurgent forces have been
growing at the rate of 23 percent nationwide. The rate is higher for Negros
Occidental, 37 percent, where more than 100,000 sugar farm and mill workers

are expected to lose their jobs because of the drastic fall in sugar production.

The labor minister warned that once the national will to resist collapses the
communists can take over and occupy Manila--without firing a single shot.

Competitiveness: Ople also underscored the apparent inability of Filipino
businessmen to compete in the international markets. He cited the case of
local construction firms, whose failures in overseas jobs have dragged down

the Philippine Export and Foreign Loan Guarantee Corp to near bankruptcy. He
attributed this to the excessive protection these firms, along with other local
enterprises, have enjoyed in the home market.

Ople drew a contrast between the Philippines and Asia's "tiger economies,"
such as Taiwan and Korea. Korea, for example, continues to attract foreign
investment and loans, even though its foreign debt already amounts to $42 bil-
lion.

The Philippines, with only $25 billion in debts, is in deeper trouble. The
difference stems from the country's relative inability to earn money, bringing
in only $5 billion in export revenues compared to Korea's $25 billion in 1984.

The labor minister stressed, however, that the Philippine's strengths have not
been irreparably impaired by the present crisis.

CSO: 4200/583 17
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KMU SPOKESMAN CRITICIZES OPLE LABOR PREDICTION
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Jan 85 p 6

[Text] A labor group took issue yesterday with govermment claims that
1985 Would be a "better year" for Filipino labor.

The Kilusang Mayo Uno, through vice chairman Roberto T. Ortaliz, branded
as mere propaganda Labor Minister Blas F. Ople's prediction of improved
employment, saying increased taxation measures would result in the closure
of more and more small Filipino businesses.

Citing the government's letter of intent to the International Monetary Fund,
Ortaliz said '"together with the restraint on money, the government is
aggressively substituting local sources of revenues for import tarlffs
which will be lifted by the end of the year."

He added this would work to the big advantage of small Filipino enterprises
which have to bear the burden of more and 1ncreased local excise duties.

On the question of industrial peace; the KMU officer said "there can never
be industrial peace in the country while workers continue to suffer not only
from the harsh effects of declining value of wages triggered by the worsen-
ing economic crisis, but also from the many restrictions imposed by the
government in the exercise of their fundamental trade union rights."

He said’that with the WOrkers'dpay lagging far behind the high costs of
basic daily necessities, the workers will have to strive even harder this

year to attain a better wagehlevel and survive‘the crisis,

The strlke record thls year is expected to surpass last year's number he
said. (OSG) ’

CSO:  %200/523
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PROVINCIAL DAILY CRITICIZES U.S. AID
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Jan 85 p 3
[Editorial: "The U.S. Is in Grave Error"]

[Text] The U.S. government may not be arriving at the real remedy for
the situation in the Philippines. Its perspective is largely based on
military aid for the country to solve its insurgency problem, which is
hitting the wrong target.

The basic problem of the country is government mismanagement, which is
making more and more Filipinos lose hope in govermment and the democratic
system., Proof of this is the increasing strength of the NPA-supported
rebellion and the growing support, even if it is not officially admitted,
of the masses who have become easy prey to rebel propaganda.

In short, if government mismanagement indicated by unabated corruption,
abuses of government soldiers, political maneuvers, election frauds,
oppressive decisions, injustices and other maladies are minimized or
stopped, the climate of peace and progress will be regained. This in
turn will rekindle the faith and confidence of the people in government--
that it is not hopeless. All these, of course, are perpetrated by a
corrupt and incompetent regime in the hands of Mr Marcos.

Guns and military hardware coming from the U.S. to quell rebellion will
only kill fellow Filipinos and will not solve the danger of communist
takeover. Proof of this is the military campaign conducted since Mr
Marcos took over power. It is now almost 20 years with the same solution,
but today we see the communist-backed rebellion growing faster and bigger
than what we in the democratic side wuld even admit. But the facts are
clear: the insurgency problem shows itself in daily ambushes and raids,
in towns taken over by rebels in "hidden" governments.

The whole problem is Mr Marcos. The U.S. is making a grand mistake in
its assessments of the Philippine situation.

CSO: 4200/496
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MANILA COLUMNIST ON OPPOSITION LEADERS VISITS TO‘U.S.
HK251600 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY 'EXPRESS in English 25 Feb 85 pp 4-5°
["Perspective” column by Jesus Sison: "It's No Secret Anymore"]

[Text] The seemingly endless pilgrimage of Philippine political leaders 'to

the United States has become an embarrassing spectacle because it looks like
every Filipino political leader who goes to the United States is in quest of
American favor and support. ‘ o ‘ o

Several leaders of the opposition have been traveling to the United States.
Some of them stated that they were invited to fulfill speaking engagements
before Filipino communities. But they usually end up: talking with some Ameri-
can senators, congressmen or officials in Washington, D.C. or somewhere else.

This is probably why some 39 years after we got back our independencefrom the
United States on 4 July 1946, many Filipinos still believe that the Philippines
is not yet completely free from the United States. Almost every Filipino
leader of consequence from the time of President Manuel Roxas to President
Marcos complained, at one time or another, against American intervention ‘in
Philippine domestic affairs. ' C s

I remember an incident during President Quirino's time when the then U.S.
Ambassador Myron Cowen was going around the country speaking against certain
"policies of the Quirino administration. 'President ‘Quirino ordered his aides

to summon the U.S. ambassador to Malacanang. Upon his arrival in the palace, .
the U.S. envoy was made to wait for a long while on instruction of the Presi-
dent. After he was announced into the executive office, Ambassador Cowen said:
"Mr President, I understand you want to see me." And -Quirino replied: '"Oh,
yes, what did I want to see you about? I remember now. Why are you delivering
speeches all over the country regarding some of my policies? Are you running
for a public office here?" Cowen was astounded and speechless for a time.

Quirino was probably the most outspoken President against U.S. intervention

in Philippine affairs. At one time, a Malacanang special assistant, writer
Federico Mangahas, released a statement highly critical of American interven-
tion attributed to a Malacanang official. The statement even stated that the
Filipinos were pikers compared to the Americans when it came to: graft and cor-
ruption. A few days later, Mangahas was asked to resign from Malacanang but
many people said that the statement was prepared and issued with the full knowl-
edge of President Quirino.
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During the 1953 presidential campaign, Quirino said that for as long as he was
the President of the Philippines he would never allow the United States to
intervene in Philippine affairs. But he did not remain President for long after
that. He was defeated by Ramon Magsay. Now, 32 years later, the Americans

are still being accused of interfering in Philippine domestic development.

Officials of the U.S. government, whether of the administration of President
Reagan or past administrations, have never been secretive about their desire

for certain things to be done by the Philippine government or political leaders.
In one of my trips to Washington, D.C., I asked officials of the U.S. Depart-
ment of State whether it was true that they had been in touch with some opposi-
tion leaders of the Philippines. And they were frank enough to admit that the
policy of the United States is to open lines of communications with every impor-
tant political, civic or religious leadér, not only in the Philippines but also
in other countries.

That policy includes the opposition. And it is not surprising if U.S. officials
have been meeting with Philippine opposition leaders on inviting them to go

to the U.S. American Undersecretary of State. Michael Armacost admitted that '
the United States has been extending advice quietly to the Philippine govern-
ment and maintaining contacts with the opposition.

It is obvious that the question is no longer whether or not the Americans are
interfering with Philippine domestic affairs but how far they have gone in their
intervention. When Armacost announced that advices were being given quietly
and contacts were being maintained with the opposition, there was nothing secret
about U.S. intervention anymore. The admission of Armacost raises some ques-
tions. Were the American advices. followed and implemented by the Philippine
government and the opposition?. Were the advices good for the Philippines or

the United States? "

The frequent trips of Philippine opposition'leaders to the United States only
serve to confirm that the Americans maintain contacts with the opposition.

All these have given credence to the thinking of some Americans that the
Philippines is still-their colony. The Americans keep referring to the special
ties and friendship between .the Philippines and the United States. They
probably believe that the -special relationship is what gives them the privilege
to intervene in Philippine affairs.

[?1, MP Homobono Adaza pointed out, the Philippines is a continuous cap-

tive ‘of the United States of America. And the captivity is of the worst kind
because it is on the level of the heart and of the mind, he said.

CS0: - 4200/581
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PRO REGIME PAPER ADVISES ARMACOST NOT TO 'MEDDLE'
HK230525 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 20 Feb 85 p 1
[Editorial: "Friendly Advice or Gratuitous Meddling?"]

[Text] A few days ago, U.S. Undersecretary of State Michael H. Armacost gave
a speech in New York on Asian policy. Mr Armacost will be remembered as the
American ambassador here from 1982 to 1984.

During that period it was our impression that Mr Armacost learned a great deal
about this country and its people. We thought, too, that he showed an unusual
understanding of our complex national problems and some appreciation of the
strenuous efforts being made to deal with them. His recent speech suggests
that he may have forgotten what he learned as ambassador and that his under-
standing of Filipinos has dimmed with time. ‘

According to Undersecretary Armacost, for example, it is America's policy to

urge the Philippine government to clean up the military and to make sure that

its leadership is "unsullied." At the same time, Armacost says, the U.S. gov-
ernment is pressing us to "open up" our economy. Has he forgotten the continuing
efforts to improve discipline in the ranks and the rapport of the AFP [Armed
Forces of the Philippines] with the local populace? Just the other day, for
example, the President called for more action along these lines and another
massive project of civic action by the army, especially in the South.

According to Mr Armacost, the United States is trying to bring about military
improvements and economic changes by giving "quiet advice" to the Philippine
government and by "maintaining contacts with the opposition." Since when does
a public statement equate with quiet advice? Could there be anything less
quiet, moreover, than for the State Department to promptly label the speech

an "official policy paper?"

We are also curious about the contacts that Mr Armacost says are being main-

tained by U.S. officials with the opposition. What sort of contacts and for
what purpose? Perhaps the opposition leaders would care to elucidate.
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In his speech, the former ambassador discussed not only the Philippines but
additionally U.S. policies towards the rest of Asia. However, Mr Armacost did
not mention giving the same "quiet advice" elsewhere in this region. Nor did
he speak of the U.S. government maintaining contacts with the opposition, as
in this country. Perhaps he thinks these approaches are needed only in the
Philippines. Or is it that gratuitous intrusions of this kind might not be
accepted by other Asian governments with the same forbearance that Americans
have grown accustomed to receiving from the Philippines? Should we be honored

or outraged for having thus been signaled out?

Whatever the case, it is not the first time the Philippines has been given the
avuncular treatment by Washington. Nor is it likely to be the last. Somet imes,
it is enough to make us long for some "benign neglect." But that might be
expecting too much. However, before resigning ourselves to the inevitable,

we should make one point very clear to Undersecretary Armacost. It is one
thing to offer advice to us; it is another to meddle. The first can be well-
intentioned even when it is misguided. The second is presumptuous and can
damage the relationship between the Philippines and the United States to the
detriment of both nations.

We hope, therefore, that whatever the U.S. government has to suggest for the
enhancement of our well-being would be, in fact, in the form of quiet advice.
We hope, too, that any contacts maintained with the opposition here are above
board, above suspicion and, above all, free from acts which might be construed
as inadmissible interference in this country's internal affairs. '

CS0: 4200/581
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CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER PIMENTEL S SAFETY UPON RETURN
HK251540 Manlla BUSINESS DAY in Engllsh 25 Feb 85 p 12

[Text] MP Aquilino G. Pimentel, national chairman of the Philipino Democratic
Party--Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban), returns Thursday after a month and a half
of speaking engagements in the United States, Canada and Europe.

Party leaders have expressed concern over his safety when he returns. The PDP-
Laban Metro Manila council decided in a meeting last Saturday to form a contin-
gent of party members to meet Pimentel when he arrives at the Manila Interna-
tional Airport. Pimentel would be arriving in time for the PDP-Laban's fourth
annual convention on 2-3 March at Tagbilaran City. More than 2,000 PDP-Laban
members representing 100,000 members of the party from all over the country
will attend the convention.

Party leaders also fear that he might be arrested when he arrives in view of

a rebellion charge filed against him on the eve of his departure last 11 Janu-
ary to honor invitations from private groups and government leaders abroad.
The rebellion charge stemmed from Pimentel's having allegedly contributed P
[pesos] 100 to a commander of the d1ss1dent New People's Army (NPA), a charge
which Pimentel termed "ridiculous. :

Previously Pimentel had been ousted twice from public office and jailed thrice
by the government. Party members feel that the government moves were prompted
by Pimentel's criticisms of the present administration's policies and programs
and the alleged violations of human rights. In his talks abroad, Pimentel
explained the principles and programs of the PDP-Laban. He told the U.S.
Council of Foreign Relations that "the opposition, after Marcos, once it gets
to power, will establish a government based upon the primordial principles of
freedom, justice, and peace so that the rights of everyone, regardless of race,
color, or creed, will be upheld under the law.'

Pimentel was elected mayor. of Cagayan de Oro Clty 1n 1980 but unseated by the
Commission on Elections for alleged "turncoatism. A strong public opinion
against his ouster prompted the government to restore him to his seat. 1In the
Batasan elections last May, Pimentel ran as an independent candidate and won
the lone seat representing Cagavan de Oro.

CS0: 4200/581
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DOMESTIC POLITICAL IMPACT OF U.S. BASES ISSUE ANALYZED
HK230527 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in Engllsh 19 Feb 85 p 4

["Thinking Aloud" by Rosauro G. Acosta' "U.S. Bases Issue Is Also a Nuclear
"] g
One : :

[Text] The presence of U. S bases in our country is often ‘the subject of spir-
ited, if occasionally acrimonious, debates among our leaders. Sharp political
lines are sometimes blurred in the process to-a point that political figures
from the opposing camps become 'surprise allies" ‘in some aspects of the debates.

The debates, invériably dwelling on the wiédom——or folly--of maintaining the
bases are seasonal and they often herald major polltlcal developments Like
election.. : , - .

They resumed early this year when the rumor mills started grinding about the
likelihood of a presidential election by midyear or a little earlier. The

loose talk was based, presumably, on another loose talk that the President is
seriously ill and may give up his office shortly. .Unconfirmed as rumors usu-
ally are, the opposition, from which they may have started in the first place,
decided to give them a "touch of credibility.'" Some big names formed a so-
called Convenor Group which came up with a so-called fast track system that
could select the opposition standard bearer in case fate decides to authenti-
cate the rumor, after all. The group came out with a platform which statéd,
among other things, that the U.S. bases must go. Not all members of the opposi-
tion cast their lot with the group for one reason or another, not excluding

the platform. Several opposition men—-and women--said the bases can and must
stay. ; :

Official noise-makers of the ruling party—-sensing the negative public reaction
to the group's stand on the bases and the disunity it sowed in the opposition
itself--and playing on the mortal fear of many Filipinos of a possible communist
takeover in the country——tried to make political hay. And they may have suc-—
ceeded, to some extent. - . . - - - R TR
To be sure, the arguments for and against the continued stay of the bases here
have long been the subject of debates among the common people themselves. Some
knowledgeable colleagues think that if the matter were to be decided in a refer-
endum, the bases would stay. This would mean that, like the Americans and many
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Asians, Filipinos believe that the U.S. bases here are part of the entire deter-
rent system of the United States in Asia and the Pacific which are now threatened
by Soviet expansionist moves.

But there is one aspect of the bases issue which may not have been adequately
ventilated and whose full exposure may substantially change some Filipinos'
attitude on the American facilities. This is the question of whether or not
nuclear weapons are stored in the bases. Former Senator Lorenzo Tanada raised
it in 1983 prompting an uncharacteristically prompt but characteristically
angry denial from Malacanang. The President subsequently said the government
will not allow such weapons in the U.S. bases here without consultation. He
coupled this statement with a blast at the opposition for playing politics with
the security of the country. Many opposition leaders were apparently not sat-
isfied with the President's statement, however, former Senator Jovito Salonga
revived the issue shortly after his return from his self-exile in the United
States quoting what he called "reliable informants' in the United States.

The seriousness of the issue may best be illustrated by the current diplomatic
row between two ANZUS pact allies that erupted when New Zealand refused to
allow a port call by a U.S. warship unless it is assured that the ship’ is not
carrying nuclear weapons. Now, if a close ally of the United States considers
as dangerous a simple port call by a U.S. ship which might be carrying nuclear
weapons, how much more dangerous would it be to allow the United States to
store nuclear weapons in its overseas bases?

Is the storage by the United States of nuclear weapons in their bases here a
myth that must be laid to rest or a reality that must be faced? The vastness
of the U.S. facilities here and their strategic location would seem to confirm
the latter. The Subic naval base includes a ship repair facility in Olongapo,
a naval air station at Cubi Point and a naval magazine at Camayan Point. The
naval station facilities include fuel storage with a capacity of 110 million
gallons, potable water supply enough to service the entire Seventh Fleet, and
the largest U.S. public works contingent west of Hawaii with a motorpool divi-
sion reportedly the largest in the world. The Subic naval shipyard is the
largest outside continental USA. The Cubi naval air station includes fuel
storage capacity of 1.68 million gallons, a modern runway which can accommodate
a jumbo jet, apron aircraft parking spaces enough to accommodate the entire
aircraft complement of an aircraft carrier and 200,000 cubic feet of ammunition
storage space. The naval magazine facilities include ammunition storage of

3.8 million feet in nine buildings and an ammunition wharf that can accommodate
aircraft carriers.

Through the naval communications station in San Miguel, Zambales, which is
equipped with satellite tracking facilities, the U.S. commander at Subic can
easily link himself to the American Defense Communications System, enabling
him to reach any ship, embassy or facility anywhere in the world. The base
is also the home port of the Sterett, a modern nuclear-powered guided missile
carrier.

Clark Air Force base is the largest military installation in the whole of Asia.
It has runways that allow for the operation of any aircraft in the U.S. Air
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Force, an enormous 590,000 yards of apron parking space and petroleum and oil
lubricants capacity of 25 million gallons--approximately equal to the capacity
of New York's Kennedy International Airport. It also has 200,000 square feet
of ammunition storage space and a large bombing range.

Late in 1977, the U.S. Senate's foreign relations committee, in a report urging
the Carter administration to reassess weakening U.S. relations with the
Philippines, said the country was a valuable U.S. ally because it has become
the regional headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency's massive communi-
cations network, a key outpost in the global defense umbrella and intelligence
and counter—intelligence operations of the United States.

Part of the report said: "Clark Air base, the biggest U.S. facility outside
the mainland which is a major communications center with satellites as well

as high and low frequency radio facilities and other sophisticated services...
has a massive stockpile of war ammunition, including nuclear weapons."

CSO: 4200/581
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REPORTAGE ON PRESIDENT MARCOS' HEALTH, RECENT INACTIVITY

- Marcos Admits 'Serious' Virus Complaint

OW260521 Tokyo KYODO in English 0509 GMT 26 Feb 85

[Text] Manila, 26 Feb, Kyodo—-President Ferdinand Marcos said on nationwide
live television Tuesday that recently he was so sick from asthma that he was
put in an oxygen tent because he was hardly breathing.

Asked at his first press conference since May of last year what caused him sud-
denly to drop out of public view starting mid-November of last year, he said
he has suffered from "one of the worst types of virus'" known to doctors.

He said: "It is a virus that can't seem to be knocked out by any of our pre-
sent medications. That's what I have got."

But Marcos, 67, denied he had undergone any surgical operations as widely
rumored during last November and December. He said: "I asked the doctors if
there was a need for surgical intervention, but the doctors said no, all the
treatments are all right," adding he was "given the most modern treatment.'

He said he had lost about 10 pounds in weight during his illness but had
regained 6 pounds. '"But here I am. I am recovering, thank God."

The press conference, carried live on all television and radio channels, lasted
nearly for 2 hours. Questions covered a wide range of political, economic and
national security issues. At times Marcos referred to events which he said
had occurred "while I was very sick during my illness.”

It was the first time Marcos or any of his senior aides had publicly described
as "serious" the ailment that caused widespread international speculation about
how long Marcos' health would allow him to remain in power.

The press conference was widely interpreted in political and diplomatic circles
as a major strategy to highlight Marcos' gradual return to full control of the
government.

He has gradually received an increasing number of callers at his office during

the last few months, but has not left the palace since the illness. Tuesday's
press conference was inside the presidential palace.
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Marcos's wife, Imelda, first announced the press conference on Monday of last
week while a guest at a weekly breakfast meeting held by a group of leading
local and foreign editors and writers.

Marcos used the press conference to deny categorically that elections for either
a new president or vice president would be held before the next regular elections
schedule for 1987.

In his final remark, he stated: "As you can see, I am in harness. I am running
the government as persistently as in the past.”

Opposition leaders publicly rejected two earlier assurances by Marcos that he
does not plan to call snap presidential elections.. -They . alleged there was
ambiguity in his two statements, as well as in the carefully phrased statements
by his wife, Imelda, saying she would not be a presidential candidate this year.

After Marcos replied to several questions on elections in Tuesday's press con-
ference, one reporter stated Marcos sounded as if he were "hedging" in his
replies on an election date.

To this, Marcos replied he wished to state categorically that there will be no
vice presidential or presidential election before 1987.

Marcos also stated Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver, at present
officially on leave from his duties, would be formally restored to his position
as chief of staff if acquitted of being an accessory to the}murdgr'ofiopposi—

tion leader, Benigno Aquino, on 21 August 1983.

Marcos said the decision to return Gen Ver to hisApost.if,fdund not guilty was
"2 matter of intention.'" He said the decision had been.reached‘sdme time ago
in his office during a meeting involving Acting Chief of Staff Lieut Gen Fidel
Ramos and all major military commanders. ' '

Gen Ver is being tried by a special court as one of 7 accessories who allegedly
helped 18 other military men and 1 civilian accomplice charged with the murder
of former Senator Aquino as he stepped off a China airlines plane at Manila
Airport on his return from 3 years of self-exile in tﬁelUnitédﬁS;ates. .

Marcos To Die By Year End, Séys.Piménfél
HK240531 Hong Kong Commercial Radio in English 0430 GMT 24 Feb 85

[Text] A Philippine opposition leader, Aquilino Pimentel, says President
Marcos is so ill that he will die before the end of the year. He said in Paris
that the president had a progressive kidney disease, but would not disclose

the source of his information. Mr Pimentel adds that he had been told surgeons
implanted a third kidney into the president. )

The president had ridiculed rumors that he is suffering from a fatal disease.
Mr Pimentel, who is on a European tour to rally support against the Marcos
regime, also disclosed he has been charged with rebellion and murder after he
left Manila last month. ' »
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MARCOS ON MILITARY UPGRADING, AMBUSHED GENERAL
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 23 Jan 85 pp 1, 11

[Excerpt] President Marcos disclosed yesterday that a substantive

-upgrading of the country's military capabilities has been going on quietly
the past few days.

At the same time, he commended the gallantry and devotion to duty of Brig
Gen Pedrito de Guzman, commander of Recom X in Cagayan de Oro City, who
was critically wounded while returning home from a.conference with local
officials.

"General de Guzman has demonstrated his bravery and daring as well as
his ability in running a military unit; he has the Napoleonic quality of
'le audace'--the casual type of courage which is effective in that it is
reasoned out and based on experience," the President said.

On the upgrading of the military establishment, the President said the
program of military aid involving about $100 million over a period of five

years is expected to bring the AFP up to standard in armor, communications,
land transport and combat helicopters.

CSO: 4299/523
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MARCOS AVERTS CONFRONTATION IN SUPREME COURT MOVES
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 14 Jan 85 p 4
["Now and Then'" by Jose J. Burgos, Sr: 'Marcos Averts Konfrontasi']

[Text] President Marcos prudently averted a confrontation with the
Supreme Court when he ordered the release of Cynthia Nolasco and Willie
Tolentino, two subversive suspects, who are only facing a charge of
possession of subversive documents before the QC Metropolitan Trial Court.

Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile had stated Wednesday of last week

that even if the High Tribunal had decided to release the two, the Presi-
dent is not obliged to comply with the court's decision because under the
PDA decree, only Marcos can order the discharge of suspects from military
custody.

For a time, it looked as if a direct confrontation between the President
and the Supreme Court would ensue, in which case there would arise a
constitutional crisis of the most serious proportions--something like an
immovable object meeting an irrestible force.

Marcos must have realized that in such a dangerous situation, anything

could happen. So, in a moment of discretion, he yielded. This means that
he will now allow the Highest Tribunal to dismantle the apparatus of tyranny
so elaborately set up by him these last 13 years.

The 53 million Filipinos. salute the chief justice and the associate justices
of the Supreme Court. From their former timid stance, they have emerged
as the final bulwark of justice im our country.

Both government and private employes éverywhere are urging the scrapping
of the PAG-TIbig to which they have, under force, contributed three per-
cent of their salaries every month.

Employers have joined the universal cry for demolition because they, too,
are forced to contribute a like amount to the PAG-Ibig fund.
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In these most difficult times, the clamor is warranted. Employes need all
their pay to make both ends meet, while employers are forced to retrench
in order to save their business.

For both, it is a life and death situation. The PAG-Ibig has become irrele-
vant in this most crucial moment in our history.

It is becoming increasingly clear that the powerful KBL will field Mrs
Imelda Marcos, First Lady, Metro Manila governor and Minister of Human
Settlements, to be its presidential candidate in the next election.

She will be "it" if Mr Marcos will still be around because as long as he
is alive, he will still be in a position to dictate his will on all
"yes, yes'" leaders of the ruling party.

But the moment he goes, the.KBL will crumble like a pack of cardé.

This is the reason why Marcos would like to hold the presidential election
before he goes~-to ensure Imelda's candidacy. All indications point to the
probability that the election will be called by the middle of this year.

CSO: * 4200/496.
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GENERAL ECHEVERRIA REJECTS MILITARY ZONING OPERATION
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 24 Jan 85 pp 1, 7
[Article by Tine P. Garalde]

[Text] "I am not in favor of military 'zoning operation' in my juriédic—
tion."

This was the statement issued by Brig Genérai Jaime Echeverria, RUC XI
Commanding general, before newsmen who visited him at the RUC headquarters
in Panacan, Davao City recently.

General Echeverria told newsmen that he disliked military zoning operation
in southeastern Mindanao because, he said, more often than not, the innocent
civilians were the ones who were most hurt than the targets of the operation
as experienced in the past not only in the city but in other areas in the
country.

General Echeverria said that he prefers his command to conduct military
raids to flush out the enemies of the state through constant surveillance
of bad elements of the society and from information gathered from positive
intelligence reports. ‘

This way, he said, only those who are the real targets will fall on military
dragnets.

As regards criticisms hurled against the newly installed Metrodiscom Commander
Col Laudemer Kahulugan, General Echeverria said that Kahulugan in a short
period of time upon his assumption as the Metrodiscom commander, has already
made the accomplishments in the peace and order drive in the city.

However, he said that Col Kahulugan has a huge task to perform in restoring
normalcy in the city. :

Along this line, General Echeverria requested the media to help in the paci-
fication drive of the government.

He also appealed to the public to be more cooperative with government agen-
cies involved in the maintenance of peace and order and economic development

of the community.
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MILITARY PUBLIC ASSISTANCE EFFORTS IN DAVAO REPORTED
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 13 Jan 85 p 6

[Text] Davao City-—~A two-month old victim of the second transport strike
here was among the 104 persons and 2 villages helped by the Regional
Unified Command's "big brother" office since it buckled down to work

four months ago. ]
This was learned today from Lt Col Douglas 0. Rosete, the region's Civil
Relations Chief and concurrently of RUC's Public Assistance and Complaints
Action Office, in his report to RUC chief Brig Gen Jaime C. Echeverria,
concurrently the acting Presidential Regional Monitoring Officer (PRIMO)
for southern Mindanao.

- PACAO launched last year a fund drive that raised P1,000 for baby Reina
Carreon. She was dead in her mother's arm at the height of the October
strike some one kilometer and a half from the Davao Medical Center.

The biggest case now in the PACAO pipeline involves a ranking government
official who is the object of complaints by his employee for harassment,
abuse of discretion and shady purchases.

We are looking into the evidence, Rosete said, adding that appropriate
recommendations would soon be forwarded to PREMO-XI.

Since September 15, Rosete said that PACAO has intervened for parents of
4 detained youths, assisted in the search for 8 missing persons and made
sure that government jospitals gave adequate medical attention to 37 more.

More significant for Rosete was PACAO's lead role in mobilizing civilian
agencies to help the public in contingency situations.

Manning round-the-clock operations right at the heart of the city, PACAO
helped over 50 families that feared being sucked into the violence of
transport strikes that hit the months of October and November.

Underscoring the do-it-all function of his office, he went on to say that

its main difference with the newly-created Special Action Committee was
the area of the public assistance.
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"The Special Action Committee is a high-level body created by acting

Chief of Staff Lt Gen Fidel Ramos to look into human rights violations

and military abuses. It is a specialized group while PACAO acts where-
ever it is possible for government to act, civilian or military," explained
Rosete.

Rosete also took pride in PACAO's community help and cited the example of
barangay San Agustin, where terrorists had hoisted a red flag over its
school and warned teachers away from their classrooms. Classes were
disrupted for three months. "Goodwill and a 20-volume children's encyclo-
pedia won the day for us," he recalled. :

Rosete has also tapped private resources to help the fire victims of
Agdao district, the biggest squatter sprawl in the city. Working with
the Davao Eagles—-a civic group--PACAO teams distributed 120 Christmas
bags, each containing 6 kilos worth of food. : :

Behind all these activities, Rosete hopes to build a big brother image
for the soldier. He expressed confidence that slowly but surely, "the
public is now growing more sympathetic to the uniformed man."

To people who doubt the sincerity of the military effort to move itself
closer to the civilian's heart, Rosete enjoined people in dire need of
government help to seek him out.

The PACAO headquarters is co-located with the ARENA-XI Panawagang Bayan
Center at Quimpo Boulevard, near Ecoland Subdivision and just in front

of the Ministry of Human Settlement Office. An 8-man team operates the
office 24-hours a day. PACAO can also be contacted through Tel No 7-38-38.

"You'll find a big brother in PACAO--day or night," Rosete assured. Y'Come,
write or call us."

CSO: 4200/496
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MARINE COLONEL SUGGESTS STRONGER POLITICAL OPPOSITION NEEDED
Davao City THE MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 18 Jan 85 pp 1, 7

[Text] "What this country needs is a stronger Opposition as an alternative
to the party in power!"

Coming from the lips of a Marine colonel the statement sounds a bit strange,
but is a sensible assessment of the political situation obtaining in the
Philippines today.

Col Rodolfo Biazomn, 3rd Marine Brigade commander, sounded the call for a
stronger Opposition in a dialogue he had yesterday morning with students
of the Mandug barangay high school in the presence of barangay officials,
The statement was a reiteration of what he told newsmen the other day with
whom he had a chat at City Hall.

"The political Opposition in our country has been weakened considerably in
the last decade," Biazon said. The danger here, he added, is that those who
decide to reject the national leadership for reasons of their own may be
forced to choose communism as an alternative in the absence of any other.

The Marine colonel, whose brigade has gained the respect of Davaoenos for
enforcing discipline within its ranks, pointed to the apparent disunity
among the current leaders of the Opposition who are engaged in a leadership
struggle as the Presidential election approaches.

An avowed anti-communist, Col Biazon said he sees the danger inherent in a
condition where the people who have lost faith in the national leadership
have nowhere to turn in their disillusionment, may be drawn into the vortex
of communism for lack of another choice.

"Communism is an ideology which is foreign to Filipino customs and tradi-
tions," Biazon told his listeners, adding that there is no real freedom;
be it political -or economic, in a communist state where property belongs
to the state and not to the individual, as in a democracy.

Communism must never be allowed to grow in this country, Biazon said, and

urged his youthful listeners to beware of infiltration into their ranks
of "Red agents who are out to foment unrest, especially among the youth,
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which will make them ripe and ready to accept communism. . "These agents are
trained to destabilize the country's economy and its political and social
systems," he said. '"Let us awaken ourselves to the danger that they pose to
Filipino society." :

In his informal talk with Davoa newsmen the other day, Biazon cited the
"noderates” who embraced the "Yellow" movement in the wake of the Aquino
assassination as a potent core around whicha credible and strong Opposition
may be built that would in turn become a rallying force to which those who
reject the national leadership may turn as an alternative. '"This way they
will not be attracted to communism,' Biazon said.

The Marines, who were. assigned to Mandug in the wake of the distability
brought upon the barangay by the presence of armed groups which forced the
residents to evacuate to Davao City and elsewhere last year, have reportedly
been preparing to give way to members of the composite battalion which will
take over Mandug's security. : :

€S0: 4200/523
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PHILIPPINES

REBEL COMBAT, ARMS SEIZURES REPORTED

CHDF Duped; NPC Raided
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Jan 85 p 6
[Article by Tony Pe. Rimando]
[Text] Pagadian City——Rebels posing as soldiers disarmed militiamen during
an "inspection" in Kumalarang town and security guards of a power firm in
Aurora town in Zamboanga del Sur, Sunday, and fled with 26 assorted fire-
arms.
Lt Col Jesus Guerzon, Constabulary provincial commander, reported that 50
New People's Army men clad in military uniform raided a Civilian Home

Defense Force (CHDF) detachment in barangay Diplo, Kumalarang, at 9:30 a.m.

The rebels ordered the 16 CHDF men guarding the post to 11ne up for inspec-
t10n and, one by one, took their firearms, the report said.

Guerzon told Col Carlos Agullar, PC regional commander, that the dissidents
withdrew toward the mountain village of Salagnanok.

Another NPA group swooped down on the National Power Corp. (Napocor) sub-
station near the town proper of Aurora at 6:30 p.m. and disarmed the firm's

10-man security force.

Guerzon said the militiamen and security guards did not resist the NPA
raiders who seized 26 firearms, mostly Garand and Armalite rifles.

He said he has dispatched soldiers to track down the rebels.
The disarming operations prompted Col Ernesto Maderazo, 3rd Army Infantry
Brigade commander, fto issue specific dinstructions to all military units

before they could submit themselves for inspection.

Last Jan 4, some 500 NPAs wearing fatigue uniform raided the coastal town
of Capina and disarmed its mayor, Rodolfo Ganub, and all town policemen.
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The rebels ransacked the Capina police armory and took about 100 assorted
firearms, thousands of bullets and several office equipment.

Six Rebels Slain in Mindanao
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 21 Jan 85 p 2

[Article by Proc Maslog]

[Text] Cagayan De Oro City--Six rebels were killed while two others were
captured during three gunbattles this week in Northern Mindanao, the mili-
tary said yesterday.

Brig Gen Madrino Munoz, regional commander, said two of the slain rebels
were killed in an encounter in Upper Kirahon, Villanueva, Misamis Oriental,
Thursday evening between a four-man NPA band and a patrol of army scout
rangers reinforced by security guards of Ph111pp1ne Veterans Industrial
Estate Corp.

At about the same time, another flreflght erupted in barangay Marokbon,
Tubod, Surlgao del Norte.

Three rebels were killed by a team from 29th infantry battalion under
2Lt Velasco in a gunbattle that lasted 10 minutes, Munoz said.

Another NPA man was slain while two others were captured in a clash with
soldiers of the 8th Infantry Battalionm, led ‘by Lt Sapat Monday morning in
Tiongon, barangay Sibahay, Lunasa, Suigao del Sur, said Lt Col Samuel
"Afdal, battalion chief.

Those captured were identified as Charlie Galan and Sally Cruz, both
residents of the area.

The military said they recovered two .30 caliber carbine rifles, one
"5.56 mm handgun, one homemade .38 caliber revolver, one .138 callber
" revolver, one fragmentation grenade and one smoke grenade. :

Eight NPA, Two CHDF Killed
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Jan 85 p 2

[Text] Eight members. of the New People's Army and two militiamen were
killed in separate encounters with government troops over the weekend,
Camp Agulnaldo said yesterday.

A joint PC-Police patrol led by 2Lt Orvilles Annapolis killed three rebels
in an hour-long gunbattle in barangay Tulian, Matl, Davao Oriental.

The PC report did not identify the fatalities. The soldiers recovered
two Garand rifles, one shotgun and assorted khaki and fatigue uniforms.
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In another incident, an NPA rebel commander and two members of the Civilian
Home Defense Force were killed in sitio Kanhanglng, barangay Mantiquil,
Siaton, Negros Occidental.

Killed were Rogelio Sabillo, alias Commander Yangle, the leader of the 15-
man NPA group, and Pedro Balalon and Cresencio Flores, both CHDF ‘members.

Sabillos' men withdrew but left behind an M-16 rifle With six shot magazines,
one binocular, four packs containing personal belongings and a first aid kit.

In Zamboanga del Sur, two rebels were killed in a 30-minute flreflght with
the CHDF men in Tandayang, Naga. :

Two other rebels were killed by a PC patrol in sitio Lower Nakar, Labangal,
General Santos City. (PNA)

NIA Raided, Guards Disarmed
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 19 Jan 85 pp 1, 7
[Article by Dol Onez]

[Text] Some 20 unidentified heavily armed men mostly clad in military
uniforms and believed to be urban guerillas of the New People's Army (NPA)
stormed the office of the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) at
Bagumbayvan, Lupon, Davac Oriental, disarmed the security guards and forced
them to open the main building door at 7:45 p.m. last Thursday.

On a report sent to the Davao Oriental PC/INP Command from the 438th PC
Company under Capt Nonito B. Serrano, commanding officer, indicated that
shortly after the last NIA employee went out of the building from an over-
time work, a group of heavily armed men entered the NIA compound and dis-
armed the security guards. :

The two guards were herded to the front door of the admlnlstratlve building
and ordered them to open the door.

The two guards after convincing the armed men that they don't have the key
of the building, forcibly opened the door by breaking the door know.

The armed men scoured the interior of the building as if looking for some
important documents that are of value to them, one guard said.

Two service shotguns of the two guards with serial numbers 879333 and 90790
with 7 rounds of ammunitions were taken by the armed men when they fled
from the NIA compound leaving the two securlty guards unharmed and unmo-
lested.

In a related development a CHDF member who was waiting for a jeep on his
way to the headquarters of the 205th Controlling Team of Army Airborme in
Mati was disarmed by 8 armed men believed to be guerillas of the NPA led
by Commander Kristo alias Marion.
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The victim, CHDF Zacarias Lauria of Barangay Taguibo, Mati was disarmed
of his M-1 Garand rifle with 40 rounds of ammunitions.

CHDF Lauria told 1nvest1gators that while standlng along the roadside at
" Taguibo waiting for a jeep for Mati to render duty at the 205th Army Airborne
. headquarters at Mati, 8 fully armed men suddenly appeared in front of him
and pointed their firearms. He was. ordered to hand in his rifle and ammu-
nitions which he obediently followed to save his life.

'Military'authorities said that Commander Kristo's group is actively operat-
ing the Taguibo-Marayag areas. ' '

Rest House, Tractors Burned
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 20 Jan 85 pp 1, 8

[Text] Heavily armed men burned down a rest house and two farm tractors in
a 200—hectare hacienda of a businessman in Sikalig, Lupon the other day.

The hacienda, owned by Bert Recano, suffered about P1 million in losses
out of the burning.

The armed men believed to be members'of'the‘Bangsa_Moro Army set the place
on torch after they failed to extort money from Recano.

It was not immediately known how much the extortionists were demanding
from Recano but it was known that in the town of Lupon even a market vendor
is forced to give a regular '"tong" to the rebels.

:Recano, it was learned was not around when the armed men raided his hacienda
and burned his house and two tractors. He was reported to have left for
Manila after the burning and have decided to say there for long.

Recano had expressed the fear that next time the armed men might already
resort to something more tragic such as kidnapping him.

Recano is an‘old-timer of Lupon where he had settled after making his for-
tunes in logging during the time of then Pres. Ramon Magsaysay who is

related to his wlfe.

Recano later‘expanded to rural banking and the cinema in Lupon but decided
to sell them last year after the peace and order cond1t1on in that munici-
pality became unstable. :

Recano is a civic and religious leader and is also an active tennis player.
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Davao 'Sparrows Raided
Davao C1ty PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in Engllsh 20 Jan 85 pp 1, 8

[Text] Four members, including a woman, of the Sparrow unit of the New
People's Army who killed four city policemen and wounded three other members
of a police patrol in an ambush in Indangan, Buhangin, this city, were
arrested by members of the Davao Metrodiscom in a surprise raid at their
hide~out in Malagamot, Panacan, yesterday.

Arrested were Aster Bagayas, Antonio Yanong, Marcelo Segura and Pacita
Baha, all in their early 20s.

Killed by the four NPAs during an ambush in Indangan last November 1,
1984 were Sgt Freddie Kapilitan, Patrolman James Cingco, Patrolman Dave
Patricio and Patrolman Calixto Naul, all of the Sasa police patrol station.

Wounded in that ambush were three policemen, one of whom was Patrolman
Ricardo Guiral, 28, who positively identified Pacita Baha as the woman

who was directed by his companions to gather all the shells of lived bullets
in the scene of the encounter.

The woman NPA also gathered the guns and rifles of the slain policemen.

Patrolman Guiral said that‘he.pretended to be dead after that ambush, but
saw Ms Baha as the one who gathered all their bullets and their firearms
from the bodies of his companions.

The Sasa police patrol, it was learned, went to Indangan to retrieve the
body of a slain man upon request of its barangay captain.

Upon their return, however, the police patrol were readily fired upon in
their car by the NPAs who had waited for them in an isolated road.

The two other policemen who survived that ambush are also expected to
testify against the four preparatory to the filing of a murder and frus-
trated murder charges against them in the city fiscal's office, Col
Laudemer Kahulugan, Davao Metrodiscom chief said.

Meanwhile, three communist guerrillas of the NPAs were killed during an
encounter in Biao Escuela, Tugbok district yesterday afternoon with
policemen led by Lt Doming Villaraiz. One of those killed was identified
as alias Abel. '

The NPAs fled after a reinforcement from the Davao Metrodiscom came at the
scene of the gunbattle which lasted for about 30 minutes.

At the same time, 13 NPA suspected members of the communist death squads
operating in the city including holduppers were rounded up in separate:’ :
but simultaneous raids conducted all over the city by the Davao Metrodiscom.




Among those nabbed were Wilfredo Amparado,: Leonardo Cabalhin and one
Rodolfo Amparado, and Rodrigo Antero of Sitio Tumpong, New Valencia,
Tugbok District, all in their early 20s and said to be members of the .
Sparrow unit who are notorious killers.

The trio were trying to rob a businessman in Magallanes street when the
police pounced upon them. A brief gunfight followed up to San Pedro
street but they were captured during the chase by the police.

The arrest of the 13 came after Col Kahulugan intensified the drive against
communist guerillas and other criminal elements terrorizing city residents.
Kahulugan said that the drive will be a continuing affair until the NPAs will
be on the run.

'Three‘Troopers~Sh6t Dead .
Davao Clty PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in Engllsh 23 Jan 85 pp 1 8
[Artlcle by Rogie Zagardo and Bong Pascual]
[Text] Three army troopers were shot to death in two separate 1nc1dents
in the city by alleged members of the death squad of the New People's Army
sparrow unit in a matter of 24 hours yesterday. Killed were Gene Maricor,
Ruperto Ela of the Philippine Army reserve command based -in Tugbok and one

Shirleto Caylan, also an army man who just got out of the service recently.

Soldiers Maricor and Ela were shot to death by gunmen. in Tugbok distrlct.
No other details have been given by police for their killings but they sus-

‘pected the killers to be members of the sparrow unit.

On the other hand, Caylan, who is only 27, was shot to deathvby one of

‘three young men who attacked him with a .38 caliber pistol while waiting

for a ride in a waiting shade at the Belisario village subdivision in Bajada,
this city, at 7:30 a.m. yesterday.

The killing of those three army troopers showed that the killings of govern~
ment men have not only been confined to the killing of constables and
policemen but also soldiers of the army.

Meanwhile, five were reported killed in separate shooting incidents that
took place last Saturday in this city. ~ , S

Anastacio Damaolaw, 40, married with four children and residing at
R. Castillo Agdao was reported killed at Maa, this city.

According to the reports, Damaolaw earned his:daily subsistence through
buying and selling cartoons, empty bottles and used irons. Damaolaw,
according to reports, left their house in Agdau early morning last January 19
to do his daily routine of buying and selling empty bottles, cartoons, and

~used irons. Later in the afternoon by twist of fate, he was gunned down by
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still unidentified men. According to witnesses,. Damaolaw was hit at the
back of his head. Damaolaw's remain was brought to Funeraria Villa by .
the police assigned in Talomo District.

In a separate incident of the same day, an unidentifiable body was found
at Togbuk who sustained several gunshots.

At around 9:00 o'clock in the evening of the same day, another gunshot
victim was found at Puting Lupa near Holy Cross at Agdao, R. Castillo Street.
Police identified the victim as one Reynaldo Layos of unknown origin.

Sparrow Killed, Four Captured

Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 23 Jan 85 pp 1, 8

[Article by Jun Baring]

[Text] A member of the dreaded Sparrow Unit of the New People's Army was ‘
killed while four others were captured in a running gunfight with elements ‘
of the Davao Metrodiscom in Puan, Talomo district, this city, last Monday

at about 2:00 p.m.

Killed on the spot was identified only as one "Abril" believed to be only
his code name in the NPA heirarchy. Captured alive after they tried to
submerge themselves in a river full of nipa palms near Talomo beach to
elude the chasing troopers were Francisco Talag whose code name is Efren
or Serafin, Benjamin Estrera, Celso Alejandrino and Joselito Durante.

Wounded in that encounter were two policemen, one of whom was identified
as Sgt Mendoza who was hit in the leg with a bullet fired by the Sparrow
squad after they were spotted in Puan.

The squad, who allegedly controls the beachline of Times and Talomo beach,
were obviously on a mission to assassinate another policeman or policemen
in Barangay Cemento, one of the barangays of Talomo district, where a
fiesta celebration was going on that day.

The police patrol jeep was passing by Puan that afternoon when one of the
five young men who turned out later to be NPAs fired at them twice.

The police reacted by also returning fire readily hitting one of them.
The four then fled to the Muslim village at Talomo where they submerged
themselves in its small river full of nipa palms near the beach.

The NPAs, however, came out of the river after an hour under the watchful
eyes of policemen who were already combing the area together with the
reinforcing team led by Col Laudemeer Kahulugan, chief of the Davao Metro-
discom.
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The four captured NPAs and their slain comrade were reported to be already
cadres in the rank of the dissident movement. They were also positively
identified by PC Sgt Seines as among those who attacked and killed his PC
companions at Bonguyan beach resort last year. Seines survived that attack
although he was critically wounded. Three PC were killed in attack while
they were having a party. '

Kahulugan said that the capture of these NPA guerrillas was only accidental
since the police patrol jeep had no idea that they had just passed by a
squad of dissidents until one of them fired at them. ‘

Five NPA Die in Mindanao Clashes
Davao City THE MINDANAO MIRROR-BULLETIN in English 21-27 Jan 85 p 1

[Text] Five suspected members of the New People's Army were killed and
undetermined number wounded in two separate encounters with government
troops in northern Mindanao last Thursday morning.

Reports reaching regional unified commander Brig Gen Madrino C. Munoz
said soldiers from the second scout ranger battalion led by Sgt Ramil and
guards of the Phividec Industrial Estate Security Force clashed with
heavily armed rebels at Upper Kirahon, Villanueva, Misamis Oriental,

The rangers were on patrol in the area when they sighted the rebels
resulting in a five-minute firefight. Two of the dissidents were killed
while the other rebels who managed to escape were believed wourded.

The rangers recovered two handguns, one fragmentation grenade and a smoke
grenade.

In Marokdon, Tubod, Surigao del Norte, a group of soldiers from the Bravo
Company of the 29th Infantry Battalion under 2Lt Velasco encountered a
group of heavily-armed rebels. : : ‘

A 10-minute firefight ensued resulting in the death of three dissidents
and the wounding of several others. The soldiers recovered a Cal. 30

carbine from the scene of the encounter.

There were no casualties on the government side in the two encounters.—-
(PNA)

Marines Catch Two NPA
Davao City THE MINDANAO MIRROR-BULLETIN in English 21-27 Jan 85 p 3
[Text] Superior firepower spelled disaster for a small band of NPA
subversive terrorists in a mid-morning gunbattle with the Philippine

Marines in Paquibato here last week, in a report received by RUC XI
Commanding General Jaime C. Echeverria.
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Captured by elements of the 9th Marine Company after a brief clash were
Danny Jolo and a companion known only by his recorded code name, Danny.
A thirxd terrorist, known only as Rex, slipped through by dashing towards
barangay Quiroghoy, also in Malabog. - He was believed wounded, based on
bloodstains seen along his path ¢f escape.

A belated spot report said the govermment troopers were on regular patrol
in sitio Agsam, Malabog when they intercepted the trio. Jole was hit on
the left shoulder while his companion was unhurt.

A single shot paltik revolver and subversive documents were recovered from
the terrorists who were members of District 3, Front 5 of the outlawed
movement. Jole, who was treated by his captors, said he was recruited by
a certain Jovy in Tulunan, North Cotabato sometime in 1982. He was then
sent to Davao City to set up operations in sitios Cabonbon, Polopdh and
Agsam in Malabog. :

He said his group had been collecting two chupas to a ganta of rice and
ten pesos regularly from residents in the area.-~(JCA)

PC Trooper vs Sparrows in Jeepney Shootout
Davao City THE MINDANAO MIRROR-BULLETIN in English 21-27 Jan 85 p 3

[Text] One more PC trooper displayed bravery when he risked his life to
fight single~handedly three armed subversive terrorists, wounding one of
them. The subversives had just stopped a PU jeepney bound for Mati,
Davao Oriental early afternoon Monday, this week. The trio were out on
a mission to liquidate military personnel and INP members aboard the
vehicle.

The report of Lt Col Carlos Pena, provincial commander of Davao Oriental
to Brig Gen Dionisio S. Tan-~Gatue Jr., Recom XI commander, identified
the constable as C]C Nicomedes Espanola, member of the 533rd PC Company
assigned at Calapagan patrol base in Lupon.

Espanola was on board the same vehicle bound for Mati when upon reaching
sitio Bactinan, Barangay Don Mariano Marcos, Lupon the three terrorists,
who were armed with short firearms, steopped the vehicle and started checking
the passengers to see if any of them were military men or members of the INP.

While the armed men were checking his fellow passengers, the alert constable
jumped out of the vehicle and started firing at the terrorists, wounding

one of them.

The two others, seeing their companion had fallen, escaped but not before
they fired back at the soldiers who luckily was not hit.

The wounded terrorist who remains unidentified was taken by the constable
and his fellow passengers to the provincial hospital in Mati. Elements of
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the Davao Oriental provincial command were dispatched to track down the
two other terrorists who had escaped.

In a separate development, another terrorist was killed in an .encounter this
week between a PC/INP, CHDF team led by SSgt Diasdado Dualin PC, and PCpl

Crestito Aban Sr., of the San Isidro police station, San Isidro, Davao
Oriental and five subversive terrorists.

The slain terrorist was identified as Feliciano Villafuerte. A .22
caliber paltik revolver was recovered from his body.

CS0:  4200/523
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DAILY EXPRESS EDITORTAL URGES BALANCE IN MILITARY, CIVIL AID
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 22 Jan 85 p 4
[Editorial: "Not Purely Military"]

[Text] The Philippine government is reportedly seeking more military aid
from the United States to counter a growing communist insurgency.

If trie-—and the US government would probably be more than inclined to
accommodate the request--this could affect the ratio between the economic
aid and military assistance components of the five-year $900-million package
stipulated in the new US-RP bases agreement. A shift in emphasis would up
the military portion further while bringing down the appropriation for the
economic support fund.

While the request for more military aid is understandable in the light of
the government's admission that the communist insurgents have fast become
a major threat to the country's stability, it is best to keep in mind the
factors which have led to the worsening of the insurgency.

Military abuses is one. In many areas of the country, the communist move-
ment has been greatly aided by the “isolation of the military from the
masses. Fear and hatred of oppressive soldiers has practically driven
numerous barangays into the arms of rebels,

Of course, there is corruption and inefficiency in government. Unless

these are substantially checked in the bureaucracy, no amount of guns
bristling in the cities and towns can soothe the disenchantment and restive-
ness which feed the flames of rebelliom.

Then there is the economic crisis which has made millions of Filipinos
susceptible to the rabble-rousing and promises of the insurgents who paint
a picture of a better life. Reducing the economic assistance portion of
the package in favor of more military aid might make matters worse.

What may be done perhaps is to study the military assistance component

of the package and to see if the specifics could be altered without increas-
ing the appropriation. Instead of expensive and sophisticated military
hardware, for instance, why not opt for the shift to material which are
more practical and of more immediate use in field operations?
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The government itself realizes that a purely military approach will not
work to solve the problem and has in fact gone deep into several socio-
economic programs. While a strenghthening of military capability has been
called for by recent developments on the insurgency front, we are confident
it is not viewed as the sole solution to a complex problem.

CSO: 4299/523
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REBEL CAMP RAIDED; CITY CHECKPOINT BOMBED
Dava