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L.I. BREZHNEV'S ANSWER TO A QUESTION BY PRAVDA'S CORRESPONDENT
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 82 p .3

[Text] Question: 1In a talk with newsmen, U.S. President Reagan mentioned
the possibility of meeting with you in New York. This statement has triggered
conflicting comments. What is your view on this matter?

Answer: Indeed, the statements made by the President have created a rather
vague impression.

Going to the heart of the matter, in my report to the 26th CPSU Congress,

I already mentioned the usefulness of an active dialogue with the United States
on all levels. I particularly. emphasized that the decisive feature here would
be a meeting on the highest level. We still favor such meetings. Under-
standably, the meeting between the American President and myself should be
properly prepared and held on a substantive basis rather than in passing,

on the occasion of one or another international meeting. :

Specifically speaking, we favor the type of Soviet—American summit meeting
which would be consistent with the high responsibility which our countries
bear for the situation in the world and which would justify the hopes placed
in it.

As to the place and time of my possible meeting with President Reagan, I would

say the following:

The meeting may take place in any third country, Finland or Switzerland, for
example, naturally with the preliminary agreement of the respective govern-
ment. In my view, this autummn, the month of October, for example, could be
a suitable time.

This is my answer to your question. I believe it to be entirely clear and
definite.

COPYRIGHT: 1Izdatel'stvo TsK KPSS "Pravda", "Kommunist', 1982
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BASIS OF THE PARTY, THE POLITICAL NUCLEUS OF THE LABOR COLLECTIVE
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 82 pp 4-17
[Article by I. Kapitonov, CC CPSU Secretary]

[Text] All activities of our party and Soviet people are determined today by
the ideas and decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. The postcongress period
convincingly proved their vitality and great mobilizing power. Guided by

the congress' stipulations and conceiving of their implementation as a pro-
found personal matter, the Soviet people are concentrating their forces on the
implementation of the 1lth Five-Year Plan. Production, science and culture
are progressing steadily. A number of important social measures have been
implemented despite certain difficulties. The inviolable unity among all
nations and nationalities in our country and their joint work for the imple-
mentation of the great tasks of the building of communism are clearly mani-
fested in the year in which we are celebrating the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the USSR.

The Central Committee and the Central Committee Politburo, headed by Comrade
L. I. Brezhnev, the firm Leninist, outstanding political and state leader, and
enthusiastic fighter for the peace and happiness of the people, are the combat
headquarters of the nationwide struggle for the implementation of the histori-
cal decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. The CC CPSU decrees and Comrade

L. I. Brezhnev's addresses at the November 1981 Central Committee Plenum,

the 17th USSR Trade Unions Congress and the ceremonies in Tashkent offer a
profound analysis of the work under way and provide clear stipulations re-
garding basic economic and social problems. This gives the activities of
party, state and economic organizations the proper purposefulness and upgrades
the political and labor activeness of the masses.

The primary party organizations play a primary role in resolving the major and
varied problems formulated by our dynamic period. As the basis of the party,
they represent the main force which leads the masses to the implementation of
our party's plans. The further strengthening and enhancement of the communist
party's leading role in the socialist society are directly related to the
increased combat capability of the primary party organizations.




I

The problem of the primary party organizations or party cells, as they were
known until 1934, is one of the key features in the Leninist theory of the
party of a new type. Our party has paid very close attention to their creation
and consolidation ever since its founding. As V. I. Lenin pointed out, the
local, the plant party cells in particular, headed by frontranking workers who
maintain direct ties with the masses, have become the main feature in the
foundation "on which we built the inflexibly firm nucleus of a revolutionary
and social democratic workers movement" ("Poln. Sobr Soch.” [Complete Collected
Works], Vol 17, p 7).

The party organizations faced combat tasks of revolutionary action from the
very first days of their organization. As early as the pre-October period
lenin pointed out that each cell and workers party committee must become a
stronghold for agitation, propaganda and practical-organizational work among
the masses (ibid, p 373). After the victory of the Great October Revolution,
he reemphasized that "...these cells, closely interlinked and linked with
the party's center, must systematically develop comprehensive work. They
must develop themselves, the party, the class and the masses by exchanging
their practical experience and engaging in agitation, propaganda and organi-
zation decisively in all areas of social life and among all the various sub-
divisions of the toiling masses" (ibid, Vol 41, p 191).

Our party's entire historical experience confirms the tremendous vital force of
Lenin's concepts regarding the primary party organizations. To this day they
are our reliable compass and are respectively codified in the CPSU bylaws. As
the party and society develop, the activities of the primary party organizations
became increasingly comprehensive and acquired a new content. Their tasks at
the present stage have been clearly formulated in Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's
speeches at the 23d, 24th, 25th and 26th CPSU Congresses. Putting together the
stipulations expressed at these congresses, we can say that they offer an
expanded program for primary party organization: activities under mature social-
ist conditions.

As the basic unit in the system of the CPSU's organizational structure, the
primary party organizations are making a tremendous contribution to the imple-

. mentation of the Leninist party construction principles and to all party acti-

vities. All processes of interparty life originate and develop within them.
It is here that new CPSU members are accepted and that the party members gain
political training and prove themselves active party fighters. It is here
that the training of elective leading party organs begins. In a word; one way
or another, their activities reflect and refract all party life, successes and
failures, and everything which pleases or saddens us. '

The primary party organizations operate in the very thick of the people, where
the constructive process is directly taking place. With their broad network

of shock organizations and party works, they play a decisive role in the imple-
mentation of the party's policy and the upbringing of party members and all
working people. They closely link the party with the masses. This determines
their position as the political nucleus of the labor collectives, which are

the primary cell in our social organism.




The new USSR Constitution grants broad rights to labor collectives in areas
such as participation in the discussion and resolution of governmental and
public affairs, problems of enterprise and management administration, produc-
tion planning and social development, cadre training and placement, improve-—
ments in working and living conditions and utilization of funds for the devel-
opment of production, sociocultural measures and material incentive. The
labor collectives promote the socialist competition, contribute to the dis-
semination of progressive labor methods and to the strengthening of labor
discipline, educate their members in a spirit of communist morality and are
concerned with upgrading their political consciousness, standards and profes-—
sional skills. The primary party organization is called upon to focus all its
efforts on the full exercise of constitutional stipulations. It is fully
responsible for the activities of the labor collective and for the creation of
a healthy moral climate within it. Through their organization and educational
work, the primary party organizations contribute to the development of the
labor and social activeness of the people. They unite them closely on a pro-
found ideological basis and the principles of comradeship, mutual aid and

high responsibility for the common cause.

The primary party organizations are in a constant stage of development and
motion. This is dictated by the objective needs of the building of communism
and the tasks formulated by the party. Today the CPSU has almost 18 million
members rallied in 419,700 primary organizations. During the past 15 years
the number of primary party organizations has increased by more than 80,000.
Their number in leading production sectors, scientific and design organiza-
tions and other decisive socialist economic sectors is growing particularly
rapidly. In scientific institutions, in particular, the network of primary
party organizations increased by 67.9 percent, and more than doubled in con-
struction within that period of time.

The increased number of party organizations in rayons in which major terri-
torial-production complexes are taking shape has been a characteristic feature
of late. For example, in Tyumenskaya Oblast, which has become the largest '
energy base in the country, over the past 15 years the number of primary party
organizations increased by 67 percent, including double their number in trans-
portation and an increase by a factor of 4.6 in construction. The number of
party members in the oblast party organization increased by a factor of 2.2,
while the number of workers in it tripled. Similar processes are taking place
in the Yakutskaya and Komi ASSRs, Krasnoyarskiy Kray, Pavlodarskaya Oblast

and many other areas. As the party's ranks grow, the primary party organiza-
tions are increasing in terms of their composition and their structure is
becoming broader. Over the past 15 years the number of shop party organiza-
tions and party groups throughout the country has increased by a factor of
more than 1.7, totaling, respectively, 469,000 and 639,000.

Therefore, covering virtually all labor collectives, and increasingly pene-
trating into the thick of the masses, the primary organizations are broadening
and strengthening their influence in all areas of our life without exception,
in all social groups and Soviet social strata-—among workers, kolkhoz members
and intellectuals and in decisive economic, cultural and state construction
sectors. This determines their growing role and high responsibility for the




practical implementation of the party's policy and the communist upbringing
of the working people.

In terms of the quantitative aspect, the party nucleus in our labor collectives
remains relatively small. Suffice it to say that throughout the country party
members account for approximately 11 percent of the working people. However,
the power and influence of this nucleus are determined not only by the number

of party members but, above all, by its organizational and ideological-political
wnity and ability to work among the masses. The party organizations firmly

rely on the trade union and Komsomol organizations, the people's control groups
and posts and the other social organs. They direct and coordinate their acti-
vities and develop through them the working people's initiative and activeness.

Inherent in our society, which is building communism, is a high dynamism at

all levels, and the full-blooded functioning of the political system. This
year as well is saturated with major events. The 17th Congress of Trade. Unions,
which rally 130 million members, was held recently. It convincingly proved

the high creative mood in the society and the unanimous support of the party's
policy by the working people. The outstandingly inspiring speech which Comrade
L. I. Brezhnev delivered played a key role in the congress. With Leninist
depth, he formulated central problems of trade wnion activities at the present
stage. The stipulations and conclusions contained in the speech reveal the
essence of the party's leadership of the trade union movement under socialist
conditions and the importance to the communist cause of the united and co-
ordinated work of the party, the state and the trade unions.

The 19th Congress of the Leninist Komsomol, which rallies more than 41 million
boys and girls, which will be held in May, will be a major event. Elections
for local soviets of people's deputies--the most widespread system of govern-
mental rule--will be held in June. More than 2.2 million deputies will be
elected. Extensive preparations are under way for the celebration of the

60th anniversary of the founding of the USSR. All of this will unquestionably
contribute to the systematic development of socialist democracy and give a
new, powerful impulse to the further strengthening of unity between party

and people and to the enhancement of the creative activeness of the masses.

Understandably, this varied socioeconomic, political and social life in the
country is specifically reflected in the activities of the primary party
organizations and defines the broad range of problems they handle. However,
the firm implementation of the single party line under the specific conditions
of each labor collective was and remains the linchpin of their work. '

II

Economic management is the core of all party activities in the socialist so-
ciety. The CPSU focuses its main efforts on ensuring the conversion of our
socialist economy to intensive development and achieving a steady upsurge in
production effectiveness and work quality for the sake of improving the people's
well-being. This is the long-term line followed in CPSU economic policy.

The main forces of our party are focused in the area of material production.
Here 175,000 primary party organizations are functioning, including more than




49,000 in industry, 31,300 in construction, 23,000 in transportation and nearly
48,000 in kolkhozes and sovkhozes. These are also the biggest party organiza-
tions, which constitute the party's main support. Today the average party
organization number 102 members in industry, 38 in construction, 48 in trans-
portation, 68 in sovkhozes and 59 in kolkhozes. As a whole, three-quarters of
all employed party members are involved in material production. These tre-
mendous forces are focused on the all-round strengthening of the party's in-
fluence on all economic life. :

The party organizations daringly undertake the implementation of major long-
term assignments and lead the labor collectives to major accomplishments.
Their initiatives are manifested particularly vividly and broadly in the or-
ganization of the socialist competition, which has become a real mass movement.
Today the number of competition participants has reached 108 million. Patri-
otic initiatives aimed at the successful implementation of annual and five-
year plans are steadily originating in the primary party organizations and

in labor collectives. The most valuable among them are approved and supported
by the Central Committee and the local party organizations. After the 26th
CPSU Congress, the central committees of communist parties of union republics,
the kraykoms and obkoms alone have supported about 700 various initiatives.
This ensures their extensive dissemination and yields substantial national
economic results. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's congratulations to frontrankers,
production innovators and best collectives have a great inspirational impact
on the entire course of the competition. '

The Central Committee, which ascribes great importance to the further develop-
ment of the socialist competition and to upgrading its effectiveness in the
implementation of the resolutions of the 26th CPSU Congress, recently con-
sidered the work of the Minskaya Oblast Party Committee in this respect. After
giving a generally positive assessment to the experience acquired in the ob-
last, the Central Committee faced the party organizations of enterprises,
construction projects, kolkhozes and sovkhozes with the task of turning the
competition toward the quality aspects of production and reaching high end
results with lowest possible outlays.

The requirement that '"'the economy must be economical’ has been given priority
at the current stage of our development. It is a question of making efficient
use of the country's tremendous material potential. This is the purpose of
technical progress, the policy of capital investments, and improvements in

the planning and economic mechanism. This opens a broad field of action to
the primary party organizations. They make use of ways and means for. the
solution of this problem, which yield faster returns. Thus, at Moscow enter-
prises such as the Automotive Vehicles Plant imeni I. A. Likhachev, the
Krasnyy Proletariy Machine Tools Building Plant, Zarya Shoe Manufacturing
Association and others the efforts are focused on the accelerated utilization
of the achievements of science and technology with a view to saving on labor,
material and energy resources. The party organizations at the oilfields in
Tyumenskaya Oblast are successfully striving toward reaching the level planned
for the end of the five-year plan--the extraction of 1 million tons of petro-
leum and 1 billion cubic meters of natural gas per day.




The most characteristic feature of the party organizations in industry is
giving priority to basic problems of enterprise development. The practice of
formulation and implementation of comprehensive plans for the socioeconomic
development of collectives has become widespread. The program-target approach
to higher labor productivity, improved production quality and increased economy
is a new aspect. It calls for the coordination of all organizational,  tech-
nical and mass political measures at each sector and shop and throughout the
enterprise. Cooperation between production and science is becoming increas-
ingly close.

As to construction projects, the party organization at the Saratovgesstroy

is providing a clear example of initiative-minded work. The party members
initiated the development and utilization of a system of controlling capital
construction effectiveness. It includes the comprehensive solution of problems
related to improving the planning and organization of construction work,
raising their technical standard and quality, and ensuring the organizational
and ideological support of the implementation of production plans. All this
has made possible considerably to shorten construction time and lower the

cost of construction and installation work.

The Central Committee and the local party organs firmly rely on the primary
organizations in the implementation of the party's agrarian policy and the
solution of the food problem, which is central to this five-year plan. Natur-
ally, the party organizations in kolkhozes and sovkhozes play an important

role in this connection. Their role as organizers and educators of the col-
lectives was clearly manifested last winter. Thousands of party members joined
the livestock farms and set examples of selfless toil.

The rural party organizations must contribute to the effective utilization of
the land, the equipment, the fertilizer and other material resources and to
increasing the returns from the major funds invested in this sector. As was
pointed out at the November CC CPSU Plenum, stable results are being achieved
by the farmers in Kazakhstan, Uzebekistan, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Lithuania

and many oblasts in the Russian Federation, the Ukraine and Belorussia. The
task is to ensure stable work in all climatic zones in the country. This
faces the rural party organizations with new and stricter requirements. The
responsibility of the party organizations in sectors related to agriculture
must be comprehensively enhanced and their efforts must blend with those of
the kolkhoz and sovkhoz working people.

Concern for the 'individual and his needs and requirements is the most important
principle governing our party's activities. The CPSU Central Committee -directs
the primary party organizations toward studying closely problems of improving
working, living and recreation conditions. The party organizations at trade
and public catering establishments, health care and educational insitutions

and consumer services can and must exert a serious influence on everything
which determines the well-being and moods of the people. Raising the standard
of population services is a task of major political importance. We must react
more sharply to cases of inattentive attitude to the daily needs and require-
ments of the working people and make principled assessments of manifestations
of bureaucracy, callousness and arrogance.




Generally speaking, it is in the course of the implementation of majo¥ tasks
that the great opportunities of the party organizations in all economic sectors
become apparent. These opportunities are of organizational and political
nature and require no additional outlays. This reserve must be used more
completely in order to improve matters and eliminate shortcomings. We Stll%
have collectives which work below strength, which fail to fulfill their assign—
ments and socialist pledges and who allow substantial losses in working time
and material resources. The party organizations of these collectives appear

to be trying to correct the situation. Many meetings and sessions are held,-
special measures are earmarked and various commigsions are set up, but.no
progress is made. Why? As Comrade L. I. Brezhnev quite accurately pointed

out in the course of his talk at the Communist Party of Uzbekistan Central
Committee, the answer to this question should be sought in the lack of con-
creteness and efficiency in the organizational and jdeological-educational
work of the party'organizations. Self-criticism is also clearly in short

supply.

The systematic implementation of the right to control administrative activities
is an effective means with which the primary party organizations can influence
the fulfillment of assignments and the life and activities of labor collec- .
tives. Having codified this right in its bylaws, our party proceeds from

the fact that control is not an inspecting but an important political and
organizational function of the primary organization, based on the party's
leading position in society. The purpose and meaning of this control is to
expose and eliminate shortcomings promptly and always to watch out for the
party and state interests without violating the principle of one-man command,
interfering in the operative and executive functions of or replacing economic
managers, while upgrading their responsibility for assignments.

As was pointed out at the 26th CPSU Congress, in matters of cadre problems,
implementation of economic plans or improvements in working and living con-
ditions, the party organizations must display principle-mindedness. They

must not follow improperly acting administrations. In a word, they must firm-
1y promote the party line.

It is from this viewpoint that the CC CPSU analyzed the work of primary party
organizations at industrial enterprises in Voronezh.. The study indicated that
control over administrative activities can seriously improve matters. At

the same time, in a number of cases it is poorly directed toward the solution
of specific problems of production intensification and strengthening of organi-
zation and discipline. The decree includes recommendations which are being
extensively used by the entire party. The CC CPSU recently approved a new
regulation on commissions set up by primary party organizations on implement-
ing the right to control administrative activities. The Central Committee
emphasized that the commissions must see to it that party work comes even
closer to the practical tasks of economic and social development and the de-
velopment in leading cadres and rank-and-file workers of high responsibility
for affairs in their collectives and the observance of national interests.

The implemented measures are a structural component of the extensive work
being carried out in accordance with the CC CPSU decree "On the Further
Improvement of Control and Supervision of Execution in the Light of the




Decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress." Its purpose is to ensure the organic
combination of control with the practical implementation of party and govern-—
ment directives and to develop in all party organizations an atmosphere of
strict exigency and efficiency, criticism and self-criticism and intolerance
of shortcomings.

The influence of the party organization becomes stronger the closer the unity
among ideological-political, educational, organizational and economic acti-
vities becomes. This raises strict requirements regarding the organization
of ideological work in the labor collective. Such work must be ideologically
saturated, closely related to life and extremely specific. It is important

to develop in 'the party members and all working people high-level political
consciousness, which is manifested daily in the conscientious fulfillment

of their duty to society.

The primary party organizations have developed a specific system for exerting
ideological influence. Virtually all party members and many nonparty working
people attend political and economic training circles and courses. About

9 million people are political informants, agitators and tutors. More than
26 million lectures are delivered annually to the collectives by members of
the Knowledge Society alone. Unified politics days and other measures which
make it possible to react effectively to the problems of the working people
are practiced extensively. Individual educational work is particularly ef-
fective. Success is achieved when the primary party organization takes proper-
ly into consideration the characteristics of the people, their needs, demands
and capabilities and is able to reach the mind and heart of every single per-—
son.

As we know, the frank and clear nature of agitation and propaganda is of great
importance in working with people. "It is very important,'" Comrade L. I.
Brezhnev points out, "for propaganda not to circumvene sensitive topics or
fear the discussion of so-called difficult problems. Our party's policy is
clear and we are ready to answer any question which the Soviet people may ask.
We must do this more daringly, remembering that if we do not answer them the
enemies of our country will try to use this fact to slander socialism."

Under contemporary conditions, when the class opponent's propaganda activities
and his attempts to corrupt the Soviet people have intensified, the organiza-
tion of efficient and aggressive counterpropaganda, which can provide a firm
rebuff to all ideological diversions and substantively expose hostile plans,
requires a great deal of attention. The primary party organizations have
extensive opportunities to do so, which should be used more completely. They
are called upon to educate the people in a spirit of Soviet patriotism,
friendship among the peoples, proletarian internationalism and intolerance of
bourgeois ideology and of any manifestations of nationalism and chauvinism.
Greater attention should be paid to the struggle against manifestations of
philistine and consumerist mentality. Specific work must be conducted with
those who violate our moral code, engage in drunkenness and behave improperly.

The creative intelligentsia plays a major role in shaping the outlook, moral
convictions and political and spiritual standards of the people. The party
committees are always concerned with upgrading the political maturity and




responsibility for the ideological content and artistic value of creative
works. They rely on the primary party organizations in creative unions and
on ideological institutions. ' :

III

The extent to which the party organization influences the collective is di-
rectly related to the condition of its internal life. Its improvement is.
being steadily pursued along two main directions: on the one hand, the ever
broader development of interparty democracy; on the other, the strengthening
of party discipline and upgrading the responsibility of every party member
for the state of affairs within his organization and the party at large. The
firm observance of the principle of democratic centralism and of the Leninist
norms gives strength to the party organizations.

Their first priority is concern for improving the qualitative structure of
party ranks. The recruitment of a new generation of party members is a statu-
tory function, with the implementation of which the party organizations exert
a tremendous influence on shaping the structure of the CPSU. This determines
their high responsibility for the acceptance of new members and the political
training and education of the young communists. In recent years better use

is being made of the candidate member stage in testing the practical and moral
qualities of the new members. The comprehensive creation of young party member
courses, attended by about 760,000 people, has proved its value.

For many years the progressive representatives of the working class have held
a leading position in party reinforcements. Today they account for 59.5 per-
cent of the new CPSU membership. As a result, currently workers and kolkhoz
members account for 56.3 percent of party membership in terms of social struc-—
ture. This contributes to the further strengthening of the party's ranks
and - the growth of its prestige among the people.

Upgrading the vanguard role of the party members and the development of their
activeness in production and social life are some of the key intraparty tasks.
This greatly determines the influence of the party organizations on the masses
and the circumstances and moods in labor collectives. Lenin believed that we
have absolutely no need for ostentatious party members and that '"the most
energetic, direct and open participation in party affairs is the characteristic
of the party person' (ibid, Vol 24, p 79).

Soon after the 26th congress, the CPSU held a special discussion on the work
of the Samarkandskaya Oblast Party Organization on this problem. - It was em-—
phasized that the training of the party members as political soldiers of the
party is the primary task of all party organizations. The continuing exten-
sive use of tried methods, such as hearing reports submitted by party members
at party meetings and party bureau and committee sessions on the implementation
of statutory obligations, individual talks with party members, and systematic
control over the implementation of party assignments was recommended. At

the same time, the CC CPSU called for a stricter and more exacting attitude
toward those who violate party and state discipline and defame the high title
of communist through their behavior.

10




The activeness of the party members increases when the party organizations
follow strictly the democratic norms of internal life and ensure all the neces-
sary conditions for every single party member to fulfill his statutory rights
and obligations in full. 1In this case the party meeting, which is the supreme
organ of the party organization, plays a special role. Practical experience
proves that the work of the party meetings cannot be truly effective if such
meetings are held irregularly and the party members attend them only for the
sake of making their presence noticed and to hear the scheduled speakers.

The 26th CPSU Congress directly stated that the party.meeting, like the plenum
held by any party committee, is a place in which all vital problems must be
discussed profoundly and seriously.

Control over the regularity of meetings has been intensified of late. Above
all, the party organizations are trying comprehensively to improve the practice
of their preparation and holding, so that the meetings become more efficient
and take place under. circumstances of reciprocal exactingness and attentive
attitude toward the views of the party members; they must maximally contribute
to the mobilization of the working people for the implementation of the party's
policy and resolutions. In this respect the results of the last accountability
and election campaign are indicative. The party meetings were attended by

95.7 percent of the membership. About 9 million people participated in the
discussions on the accountability reports. Almost half of the speakers in

the production organizations were workers and rank-and-file kolkhoz members.
The substantial number of suggestions and remarks made proves the constructive
nature of the discussions. In Moscow, for example, more than 310,000 of them
were made; about 120,000 were made in Belorussia and almost 100,000 in Georgia.
We must see to it that the level at which accountability and election meetings
are held, which are thoroughly and comprehensively prepared as a rule, may
become characteristic of the other meetings as well, so that each one of them
may become a true school for the political education of party members.

The elective leading organs are the organizing force of the primary party
organizations. They set the tone in the work and in the implementation of

the Leninist principle of collective leadership. Today a total of 4.5 million
people, the party members who are most authoritative and influential in their
collectives, have been elected members of party committees and bureaus, secre-
taries and party group organizers. With every passing year the elected aktiv
is increasing and its political and practical standards are rising. This '
contributes to the strengthening of the party organizations.

The role of the party committees which, as we know, head the large primary
party organizations, is increasing steadily in party life. Over the past

10 years their number has increased from 32,400 to 41,500, while the number
of party committees of shop party organizations has nearly tripled. The lar-
gest party committees, totaling 974, have been given the status of raykoms in
terms of membership enrollment, affiliation of party members and candidate
members, and consideration of individual cases of party members. The creation
of a party committee is paralleled by the expanded functions of shop party
organizations which are given a primary organization status. Currently such
status is enjoyed by more than 321,000 shop party organizations, or more than
two-thirds of the total number. This multiplies the opportunities of the
party organizations to carry out a variety of projects and initiatives.

L4
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The activities of party committees in the big collectives have created new
organizational forms. The practice of setting up expanded party committees

is becoming increasingly popular. During the past 5 years their number has
increased from 78 to 385. The nature of such party committees and their type
of operation are exemplified by the party organization at Moskovskiy Elektro-
lampovyy Zavod Association. Its party committee has 44 party members, almost
one-half of them workers. It also includes economic managers, leading engin-
eering and technical workers, economists, and shop party organization secre-—
taries. This has made the party committee more representative and has con-
siderably expanded relations with party members and production subdivision
collectives. The party committee has a 13-member bureau which meets two to
three times monthly and efficiently considers problems of CPSU enrollment,
implementation of decisions and the work of shop party organizations and party
groups. General meetings are usually help twice every quarter. The most
important long-term problems of association activities are discussed at such
meetings. The expanded party committee membership enables it to resolve prob-
lems more competently and to take better into consideration production require-
ments and the collective experience and views of the various categories of
working people. The party committee deserves great credit for the fact that
the association is steadily achieving high production results. Over a 5-
year period its volume of output has nearly doubled. The entire increase

was achieved as a result of higher labor productivity. The production of
superior quality goods has increased ninefold.

The current possibilities of our party make it possible to formulate and re-
solve qualitatively new problems related to directly increasing the party's
influence on the primary production levels. These problems become particularly
topical as a result of the dissemination of the brigade method, which must
become the basic work method this five-year plan. The important role of cost
effectiveness brigades was vividly and convincingly described by Comrade L.
1. Brezhnev in his speech at the 17th USSR Trade Unions Congress. Most party
organizations have actively joined in the development of this progressive
form of labor organization. They are trying to strengthen the brigades with
party members. They are creating party groups in the largest among them.
This is having a positive impact on the work of the brigades and is helping
them to increase their role in production development and the upbringing of
the people. :

The variety of conditions umder which the party organizations operate requires
the search for other work’methods. In construction, in particular, and in
seasonal operations, the creation of temporary party groups is extensively
practiced. Party organizers are appointed to work among small collectives.
All new developments in party life are being thoroughly studied and put to

a practical test.

The tireless search for more effective work methods is a confirmation of the
creative activities of the party organizations. The improvement of intraparty
relations is an important means for the consolidation of party forces and

for intensifying their influence on all communist construction sectors.
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The primary party organizations are in the center of the concern and attention
of the party organs. This helps them to operate within the general policy.
channel, effectively and with an understanding of the problems being resolved
centrally and locally. '

The management of the primary party organizations is provided by the gorkoms
and raykoms which are the closest to them. The standards of this work are
rising. The gorkoms and raykoms rely firmly on the primary party organizations.
They try to penetrate deeply into their activities and to help them comprehen-
sively. The leading personnel of party committees are visiting the party
organizations more frequently. They consult with the party members and address
them.

The raykom and gorkom attention and support mean a great deal to the primary
party organizations. However, the party committee's help is still not always
sufficiently skilled. Some party workers are able to expose shortcomings
but are sometimes unable to issue clear and specific recommendations on how
to eliminate them and how to organize the work.

In this connection, let us emphasize the important role of raykom and gorkom
instructors who are in daily close contact with the primary party organizationms.
As a rule, these are trained people, most of them economic specialists with
higher education. More people with experience in elective positions in the
primary party organizations should be assigned such work. The organization

of the training and instructing of such cadres leaves something better to

be desired. Also, they should not be replaced frequently.

The work of the party committees with secretaries of primary party organiza-
tions and their selection, training and supervision are a most important area
of management. This is of great importance in terms of the activities of
party organizations and the overall training of party cadres. Comrade L.

1. Brezhnev has said that to be a party manager is a very complex matter.

The manager must be distinguished by a broad outlook, creative attitude toward
the work and, naturally, most profound belief in the justice of the party's
ideals. The true party leader is highly characterized by a thorough knowledge
of life, the moods of the people and the ability to listen to the comrades’
views. The true party leaders is involved. He has a feeling for the new

and always aspires to make the present better than the past.

As a rule, today our primary party organizations are headed by trained and
initiative-minded party members. The overwhelming majority among them are
honorably justifying the trust given to them. They work conscientiously and
have prestige in their collectives. Nearly two-thirds of all secretaries

have higher or incomplete higher education. Their structure has become no-
ticeably more stable in recent years. Reality proved the correctness of the
1966 decision of voiding the limitation of the term of service of party members
as primary party organization secretaries. Today approximately 25 percent

of all secretaries are replaced in the course of accountability and election
meetings, rather than 60 percent as in the past.
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Currently primary party organization secretaries are being trained on a system-
atic and -differentiated basis. Gorkoms and raykoms regularly organize for
their benefit seminars on topical problems of party work and exchange of ex-
perience, and theoretical and practical science conferences on party construc-
tion problems. Many secretaries also attend party-economic aktiv courses

and evening Marxism-Leninism universities. Secretaries of party committees
with raykom status are trained at republic and interoblast courses offered

by higher party schools. Released primary party organization secretaries
attend monthly courses organized by obkoms, kraykoms and central committees

of communist parties of union republics. Last year along, about 27,000 people
attended such courses. Here every year as many as many as 30,000 nonreleased
secretaries attend 7-10-day training seminars.

Production concentration .and the advancement of the economic management system
demand of the party committees to pay greater attention to the structure of
the party organizations. The party organization must be most suitable to

the conditions in which the party organizations operate. It must contribute
the proper deployment of party forces and the effective efforts of the leading
organs.

Today problems of organizational structure and work methods of party organiza-
tions under the conditions of production associations in industry have been
resolved for the party at large. Practical experience has proved that the
existing organizational structure, with its three basic variants, meets the
variety of conditions in which the party organizations in associations operate.
The councils of party organization secretaries have proved their usefulness

as coordinating organs. Such councils have been created in 923 associations.
Unlike the party committees, as we know, the councils of secretaries do not
pass mandatory resolutions but collectively formulate recommendations which
are carried out by the party organizations of all subunits within the associ-
ation. As practical experience has indicated, the.activities of such councils
are most effective in the party's management of production affairs, work with
.cadres, the organization of the socialist competition, and the formulation

and implementation of plans for the social development of the labor collectives.
They have initiated a number of useful projects. For example, based on recom-
mendations issued by councils of secretaries, extensive efforts to conserve
raw materials, materials, fuel and energy were made at the Svetlana Electronic
Instrument Manufacturing Association in Leningrad, the use of the brigade

form of labor organization at ‘the Moscow Worsted Association, etc.

Councils of secretaries have appeared in the countryside as well as a result

of the development of specialization and cooperation agricultural production
and the creation of agroindustrial and other types of associations. At the
Talsy Agroindustrial Association in the Latvian SSR, for example, the council
of secretaries is actively engaged in the application of progressive exper ience
and industrial technology, the organization of technical services to the farms,
the training and retraining of cadres of specialists and workers in mass pro-
fessions, and in promoting the socialist competition. This is having a posi-
tive influence on the results of the association's economic activities.

The councils of secretaries are used as a form of party work also when the
coordinated actions of party organizations of enterprises belonging to different
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sectors are required. Here is an example: Labor cooperation among the col-
léctives of seamen, railroad workers, truckdrivers and rivermen has developed
at the Leningrad Transportation Junction. Its purpose is to upgrade the ef-
fectiveness of freight haulage. In order to unify the efforts of these col-
lectives better, not only the creation of a coordination council of economic
managers was needed but also a council of secretaries of party organizations
of transport enterprises. The council has been functioning for the past 3
years and has done useful work in providing party-political support for the
implementation of combined haulage plans. :

Improving the structure of the primary party organizations is a permanent
project. Naturally, unjustified reorganizations should not be allowed. There
have been cases of automatically combining primary party organizations of
related enterprises and establishments on the scale of a large city or rayon.
This changes the status of the primary party organizations by turning them
into shop party organizations, limits their rights, disturbs relations with
party raykoms and gorkoms and, in the final account, weakens their work among
their collectives.

Similar shortcomings were manifested in the course of the study of the struc-
ture of the party organizations of ministries and departments. In some of’
them, in violation of party bylaws, the party committees have taken over the
party members working in subordinate enterprises, organizations and establish-
ments which enjoy economic autonomy.

This drew the attention and efforts away from their main objective and hindered
their effective influence on the activities of the apparatus. The CC CPSU
and the local party organs are taking measures to eliminate such shortcuts.

The Central Committee pays constant attention to problems related to the party
organs' guidance of the primary. party organizations. In recent years, for
example, the work of the Zlatoust City Party Committee in managing the party
organizations of industrial enterprises and construction projects and of the
Novosibirsk Obkom's management of the party organizations in transportation
enterprises were studied. Such problems are being thoroughly discussed when
the work of the central committees of communist parties of union republics

and party kraykoms and obkoms is reviewed. The CC CPSU maintains a variety

of direct relations with the primary party organizations. In the period fol-
lowing the 23d CPSU Congress, the Central Committee has heard a total of 30
reports submitted by party organizations of industrial and construction enter-—
prises, kolkhozes, sovkhozes, ministries, scientific research institutions

and VUZs. The Central Committee instructions and recommendations provide
guidelines for the work of all primary party organizations and focus their
efforts along key directions.

With the help of the local party organs the CC CPSU sums up the remarks and
suggestions expressed by the party members at accountability and election
meetings and conferences, and in the course of discussions held in primary
party organizations of the results of Central Committee plenums and other
matters. Corresponding resolutions are passed on the most important sugges-—
tions. The letters sent by party and nonparty people are a steady channel
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of information from below. The strengthening ties with the primary party
organizations help the Central Committee to feel on a daily basis the pulse-
beat in local areas and to react promptly to new problems.

In accordance with Central Committee instructions, the local party organs

in turn are intensifying their leadership of the primary organization. After
the 26th CPSU Congress, many of them discussed problems of developing the
activeness of primary party organizations. In Moscow, in may oblasts of the
Russian Federation, in the Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Kirghizia and Latvia, oblast
republic and sectorial conferences of secretaries of primary party organiza-
tions were held. Special publications are issued for the benefit of secre-
taries and party group organizers. '

Our party lives a rich life filled with major accomplishments. True collecti-
vism, exigency and principle-mindedness have been established firmly in its
life and democratic principles are being developed comprehensively. All of
this is having a most positive impact on the work at all party levels and

in the accomplishments and feelings of the people.

The unity, cohesion and joint work of the party's leading nucleus—--the Central
Committee and the Central Committee Politburo, headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev
-~-is one of the important prerequisites of the party's successful activities

as the leading and guiding force in our society. Leonid Il'ich promotes in

the party a spirit of comradeship combined with high principle-mindedness

and practical exigency, through his active efforts. He guides the country

and directs the efforts of the entire people for the solution of the major

and difficult problems of the building of communism with Leninist wisdom.

The situation in the party contributes to the fruitful activities of all CPSU
organizations, the primary ones above all. They are in the front line of

the struggle for the implementation of the party's policy at all stages in

the building of communism. They are the strongholds of political, organiza-
tional and economic work. It is important for all primary party organizations
to act to the fullest extent of their forces and possibilities as the organ-
izing and guiding nucleus of labor collectives. They must act as generators
of the collectives' healthy spirit and activities. This is a guarantee for
the further strengthening of the leading role of the CPSU in society and for
resolving the problems of the building of communism.

In accordance with the established practice of reciprocal consultations and
exchange of experience among fraternal parties, the regular meeting of secre-
taries of central committees of communist and workers parties of the socialist
countries, which dealt with problems of organizational party work, was held

in Prague in March-April. A comprehensive exchange of experience in upgrading
the role of the primary organizations in the implementation of party policy

and of socioeconomic problems earmarked by the fraternal parties at their
congresses, took place in the course of this efficient and constructive meeting.

As the discussions indicated, the parties have acquired a great deal of ex-
perience in this area. The main emphasis was put on strengthening the party's
influence on the economy and the education of the people and on the comprehen-
sive strengthening of relations with the people. The importance of the
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stipulations of the 26th CPSU Congress and of the concepts and conclusions
found in Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's report and subsequent addressed was empha-
sized in terms of the activities of the fraternal parties and the struggle
for peace and detente. The conference reflected the great concern shown by
the fraternal parties for strengthening the primary party organizations, com-
prehensively energizing their activities and improving the means and methods
of their work. ' '

After considering and positively assessing the results of the conference,

the CC CPSU suggested, on the basis of the specific circumstances, that it
take into consideration the views expressed on the work of the primary party
organizations in terms of practical activities and scientific research. This
approach is consistent with the firm line followed by our party of further
strengthening the friendship and cooperation, increased interaction with the
fraternal parties along all lines, and attentive study and extensive utiliza-
tion of their comprehensive positive experience. Practical experience indi-
cates that this contributes to the further advancement of the activities of
all party organizations. :

COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo TsK KPSS "Pravda', "Kbmmunist", 1982
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WHILE READING MEGA
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 82 pp 18-29
[Article by Doctor of Philosophical Sciences A. Malysh]

[Text] Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the founders of scientific communism,
were born in Germany. It was their homeland. After the defeat of the 1848-
1849 revolution, expelled from their homeland, the great revolutionaries and
brilliant philosophers lived and worked in England. Marx is buried in London's
Highgate Cemetery. The urn containing Engels' dust was thrown into the sea
near Eastbourne, the English city. They justifiably considered that country
their second homeland, although here again they were not spoiled by fate and the
authorities were far from being kind to them.

However, the communists the world over could consider Russia, the Soviet Union,
as another of Marx' and Engels' homelands. It was precisely in Russia that
their works and ideas, even during their lifetimes, became more widespread than
anywhere else. Marx himself wrote, for example, that his "The Poverty of
Philosophy" and "On the Critique of Political Economy" '"nowhere found such a
large market as in Russia. The Russians were the first foreign nation to trans—
late 'Das Kapital'" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.'" [Works], Vol 32, p 472).
Marx was "exceptionally pleased" (ibid, p 140) by the news that the first vol-
ume of '"Das Kapital' was to be published in Russian soon in Petersburg.

V. I. Lenin, the Russian Marxist, dealt annihilating blows at attempts to
revise Marx' and Engels' ideas, mainly on the part of the right-wing German
social democrats. He comprehensively developed Marxism in terms of the new
historical conditions. Lenin's party led the Russian proletariat to the
greatest practical triumph of Marxism—-the victory of the first socialist
revolution in the world in October 1917.

The merits of the CPSU in collecting, preserving and publishing the works of
Marx and Engels are also inordinately great and universally acknowledged. On
Lenin's suggestion, in December 1920 the RKP(b) Central Committee decided to
organize a Marxist museum in charge of the preparation for and publication of
the collected works of Marx and Engels. One month later, it was reorganized as
the special K. Marx and F. Engels Scientific Research Institute. An actual
international center of Marxist thinking, engaged in extensive and comprehen-
sive activities, appeared in Moscow. Today this center--the CC CPSU Imnstitute
of Marxism-Leninism--owns approximately 10,000 documents of Marx and Engels, in
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originals or copies, all first editions of their works, and virtually all news-—
papers and journals to which they contributed, as well as the overwhelming
majority of sources from which they drew data for their works and a library on
the history of socialism and the workers movement. This is the richest reposi-
tory of literature in this field of knowledge in the world.

Quite recently, in 1981, the CC CPSU Institute of Marxism-Leninism completed
the 50-volume collected works of Marx and Engels, as decreed by the Central
Committee. So far, this is the most complete and, from the scientific view-
point, the best publication of their literary legacy. Its scale is confirmed
by the following fact: whereas the first Russian edition, which was the most
complete in its time, consisted of 28 volumes (33 books), the second totaled

50 volumes (54 books). Dozens of works and hundreds of letters were published
for the first time in the Russian language or in general. A major scientific
reference was developed on the basis of prime sources, consisting of editorial
prefaces, notes and various indexes. Let us particularly note the two-volume
subject index. The second Russian edition was the basis for similar editions
in many other languages both in the USSR and abroad. It is currently the basis
for an English-language edition, also in 50 volumes, currently being issued by
the CC CPSU Institute of Marxism-Leninism, with the participation of the pub-
lishing houses of the communist parties of Great Britain, the United States and
Izdatel'stvo Progress (in Moscow).

The second edition of the works of Marx and Engels tremendously contributed to

the dissemination of Marxist knowledge and to the ideological tempering of the

Marxist-Leninist parties. It was a very substantial contribution to Soviet and
world Marxist studies. -

However, with all its unquestionable merits, this edition suffers from some
shortcomings. First of all, unfortunately, it is still not complete. Secondly,
it is not very convenient for use as a basic publication in preparing publica-
tions in other languages, for it is a translated work. Even the German edition,
which was published in the GDR on its basis (Marx-Engels Werke), can be con-
sidered as an original only partially, in terms of authorship texts. The
German language accounts for no more than 65 percent of Marx' and Engels' pub-
lished texts. The balance consists of English, French, Russian and ancient
Greek texts, Latin, etc. Marx and Engels were polyglots who read and wrote in
many languages and who developed a scientific terminology on the basis of
several languages. Naturally, even the most perfect translations cannot render
fully the fine aspects of their style and their creative process. Furthermore,
the second edition does not include letters by third individuals, which fre-
quently hinders our understanding of the letters written by Marx and Engels.

Nor is the content of their letters which have not reached us given. Finally,
because of certain gaps in the translation, the second edition has not proper-
ly "insured" the documents in the archives which are spoiling as well as

sources used by Marx and Engels which are disappearing without a trace in many
foreign libraries.

Taking these and some other aspects into consideration, the demands of the

scientific public, the publishers, the curators of archives and library stocks
and our social scientists had to be considered. The solution to the problem
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was found. It is based on the previous activities of our party in the field

of Marxist studies, available experience, the cadres and material facilities

of the CC CPSU Institute of Marxism-Leninism, and the real participation of the
fraternal parties, the SED above all.

The abbreviation MEGA, which appeared as early as the 1920's, and which stands
for the German name of the complete collected works of Marx and Engels in the
original languages--Marx-Engels Gesamtausgabe (MEGA)--became quite widespread
among the world scientific public, particularly in the socialist countries and
in all Marxist-Leninist parties, at the beginning of the 1970's. Today this is
a publication of the entire literary legacy of K. Marx and F. Engels which has
reached us. It is being done jointly by the scientific collectives of the

CC CPSU IML and the SED Central Committee Institute of Marxism-Leninism. So
far, 11 volumes (16 books) have already been published. Each volume (and book)
consists of two parts with different covers. The first contains the editorial
preface and the authors' texts. The second is the referential apparatus
(history of the published texts, notes, indicator of variants and others).

The question is frequently asked: What are the new facts discovered about
Marx and Engels?

Naturally, today it would be difficult to hope that some previously unknown
masterpieces could be found, such as K. Marx' "Economic-Philosophical Manu-
scripts of 1844," F. Engels' "Dialectics of Nature," etc. The manuscripts of
the more or less finished writings of Marx and Engels have been thoroughly
studied and published, although partial findings are not excluded, minor though
they might be. The most essential new feature may be found on a different
level.

I would be no exaggeration to say that it is mainly the MEGA that accounts for
this new feature. Its novelty is based on its completeness, on the inclusion of
materials which were either never published before or were published in trans-
lation only (with natural deficiencies inherent even in most perfect trans-
lations), the parallel publication of versions of the same works revised by

the authors, and the wealth and variety of the scientific apparatus. Like all
brilliant classics, Marx and Engels are, if we may use here the words of

V. G. Belinskiy, pertaining to A. S. Pushkin, "to the eternally living and
moving phenomena, which do not stop at the point of their death, but which con-
tinue to develop in the awareness of society. Each age passes judgment on them
and, however accurately it understands, it always remains for the next age to
say something new and more accurate."

With the publication of the MEGA, the institutes of Marxism Leninism of the

CC CPSU and the SED Central Committee are meeting essentially the requirements
of many generations of revolutionary workers. Speaking of this, it would be
suitable to cite an excerpt from the article on the occasion of Engels' death,
published in its time by the Austrian newspaper VOLKSTRIBUNE: "The loyal ad-
viser of the proletariat has left us, and his remains have been buried. How-
ever, may his spiritual being remain with us. At his grave we would like to
express the single wish that the legacy of Marx and Engels, the two great men,
be confidently organized and thus made accessible to the proletariat the world
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over." The international workers movement found this "competent hand" in the
institutes of Marxism-Leninism of the CC CPSU and the SED Central Committee,
which could accomplish the tremendous task of publishing ‘the MEGA. The CC SED
IML also involved as partners groups of scientific workers and teachers at the
universities in Halle, Berlin, Leipzig, Jena and the pedagogical institute in
Erfuhrt-Mulhausen. An international collective of MEGA like-minded people and
enthusiasts has been developed. The party institutes of the fraternal parties,
the International Institute of Social History in Amsterdam, and many libraries
and archives in different countries are being very helpful in this publication.

The MEGA project, which was announced for the purpose of informing the broad
international public, seeking its approval and the expression of rational
wishes, triggered a large number of lively and excited responses. This is
understandable.

Not only the communist vanguard of the workers movement is interested in such a
publication. The theoretical discoveries and summations made by Marx and
Engels are of great cultural value to all progressive mankind.

The energizing and expansion of the efforts to find and collect still unknown
documentary materials related to Marx and Engels, letters addressed to them and
all possible other documents pertaining to the lives and activities of the
founders of Marxism, are of prime importance in connection with the MEGA pub-
lication.

As we know, Marx bequeathed all his papers to Engels and to his youngest
daughter, Eleanora Marx-Eweling. After their deaths, most of the archives of
the creators of scientific communism became the property of the central board
of the German Social Democratic Party. The long domination of reformist ele-
ments in the party's leadership, followed by its defeat by Hitlerite fascism,
almost led to the destruction of the priceless manuscripts of Marx and Engels,
the letters sent by their numerous correspondents and other materials from
their family archives and personal libraries.

The Comintern Executive Committee and our party's Central Committee took most
energetic steps to buy or at least temporarily take care of Marx' and Engels'
documents in the archives of the German social democrats. Members of the
Marz-Engels-Lenin Institute repeatedly met with representatives of the German
Social Democratic Party on this subject. However, all of our suggestions were
rejected. The negative position of the then SDPG, as is now frankly admitted
by social democratic historians, was dictated by the "political attitude of the
Socialist Workers International and the German social democrats toward the
Comintern" (ARCHIV FUR SOZIALGESCHICHTE, Vol VI/VII, Hannover, 1966/1967,

p 109). According to the same historians, the "party's leadership which sub-
sequently emigrated made a poor deal" (ibid, p 147). It treated the legacy of
Marx and Engels as ordinary office papers. K. Kautskiy who, generally speaking,
if not directly then indirectly, greatly contributed through his ideological in-
fluence to the threat of irretrievable loss of the archives of Marx and Engels,
wrote in the mid-1930's that the fate of their literary legacy was an entire
epic. "A new Richard Wagner could create a series of dramas based on the
vicissitudes of the fate of Marx' and Engels' legacy, similar to the old
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Wagner's series based on the vicissitudes of the fate of the treasuries of the
Nibelungen" (ibid, p 154).

The social democratic leaders preferred to sell the documents of Marx and
Engels in their possession in the United States. For some reason, however,
there were no buyers and the deal was not struck. For a while, these documents
were sheltered in the safes of the Credit .Lyonnais. bank and then in a bank in
Amsterdam. Finally, in 1938, they were sold for virtually nothing, they were
virtually given to the Amsterdam International Institute of Social History,
today part of the Netherlands Academy of Sciences. The IML is establishing and
maintaining cooperation relations with this institute.

Between 1933 and 1938, part of Marx' and Engels' manuscripts were simply
stolen. The international police (Interpol) is aware of this and has even
tried to trace the thieves, so far in vain. From time to time, individual
manuscripts by Marx or Engels are auctioned in West Germany, Switzerland and
England at fabulously high prices, in the course of which they are sold by
some anonymous individuals to other anonymous individuals. Research has now
established that about 1,400 letters and documents belonging to Marx and Engels
and about 1,000 books from their libraries are still untraced. The remaining
documents are scattered among various countries, including Japan, South Africa
and, possibly, Australia, not to mention Europe and America.

The IML of the CC CPSU and CC SED rely also on the help of other socialist
countries, Hungary and Czechoslovakia in particular, in collecting such docu-
ments. We have repeatedly received documents with the help of the fraternal
institute in Budapest. In June 1974 Comrade Gustav Husak, Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia Central Committee general secretary, sent to Comrade L. T.
Brezhnev, CC CPSU general secretary, for presentation to the IML an original
letter written by Marx, dated 24 November 1871, and addressed to the editors of
the newspaper FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG UND HANDELSBLATT, describing his activities in
the First International.

A total of 477 documents was received between 1968 and 1978 from Marx' great-
grandchildren who live in France. They include the French edition of the first
volume of '"Das Kapital," with numerous notes and corrections made by the author;
part of the original manuscript by Marx--—instruction to the delegates to the
Geneva Congress of the First International in 1866; letters sent to Marx by
members of his family, and others. The IML also received a substantial number
of documents from the collection of the now deceased French Marxist historian
and French Communist Party member Emil Bodigelli. They include 11 original
manuscripts by Marx and Engels (excerpts from books they had read), and 7
letters written by Engels. Photographic copies of 225 letters from the corre-
spondence among members of Marx' family were also received.

In 1979 scientific associates of the IML looked over the stocks of the libraries
of Brussels University, the library and archives of the Vanderwelde Institute,
the Royal Library and the General Archives of. the Belgian Kingdom. “Another
copy of the French edition of the first volume of "Das Kapital" with remarks

by Marx was discovered. Also discovered was a five-volume catalogue of books
which Marx used during his stay in Brussels, which made a number of important
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clarifications on his work there possible. Files from police archives con-
taining important information on Marx and Engels and their activities in the
workers and democratic movements were also studied. Entire files of many
noted leaders of the 19th-century workers and democratic movements have been
preserved. The MEGA volumes published so far reflect the results of such pre-
liminary research and the thoughtful and scrupulous study of available docu-
ments.

The plan calls for no less than 100 volumes of the MEGA edition, divided into
four parts with separate consecutive numbering of the volumes in each part, as
follows:

I. Historical and philosophical works and political journalism;'

II. Preliminary drafts of "Das Kapital" (starting with the "Economic Manu-—
scripts of 1857-1858");

I1I. Correspondence;

IV. Summaries, excérpts, marginal notes and other working drafts and materials
of Marx and Engels.

The editorial prefaces to the volumes are an exceptionally important and par-
ticularly responsible part of the MEGA. They describe quite thoroughly the
historical significance of the respective works by the founders of Marxism on
the general theoretical level and on the level of their immediate significance
in the revolutionary activities of communist and workers parties which are
transforming the contemporary world. Naturally, such emphasis on the relevance
of the works of Marx and Engels should not be considered as the simplistic re-
quirement of finding and arranging quotations of immediate interest. However,
the prefaces do not ignore problems of the criticism of the positions of our
‘ideological enemies. There are no direct polemics but an implicit considera-
tion of the basic trends and content of the current ideological struggle.

TIn addition to works familiar to the readers, volume 1 of the first part (MEGA,
erste abt., Vol 1, Berlin, 1975), includes for the first time a more than 400~
page section on the "literary attempts" of the young Marx (1836-1837): one act
of a play, part of the novel "Scorpio and Felix," "Book of Love," dedicated to
his bride, Jenny von Westphalen, poems to his father, ballads, sonnets, epi-
grams and his version of German, Lithuanian, Italian and Finnish runes.-

The volume also includes a first publication of four editorials writtem by

Marx in November 1842 for the RHEINISCHER ZEITUNG, on the occasion of a debate
on the communal problem, recently discovered in a Koln library. These articles
are of interest in assessing the active life stance and democratic convictions
of the young Marx. They prove that, as the editor of the newspaper, he directly
participated in the public debate on a problem which excited the Prussian pub-
lic at that time. :

Let us draw attention in the second part to the first publication in the ori-
ginal language, as a single work, of all manuscripts "On the Critique of
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Political Economy (1861-1863)," totaling six books of the third volume. This
is essentially the second of the author's drafts of '"Das Kapital" (the "Eco-
nomic Manuscripts of 1857-1857" are considered the first draft). So far,
essentially only the "Theory of Added Value' has been published out of this
huge manuscript (about 200 printer's sheets!). In the MEGA edition, the
"Theory of Added Value" covers the second, third and fourth books of the third
volume of the second part. The first, fifth and sixth books are the same as
volumes 47 and 48 of the "Works of K. Marx and F. Engels," in the second Russian
edition. The publication of this manuscript by the MEGA offers at least the
following advantages: The text is not broken up into parts as decided by the
editors but is given precisely in the author's original sequence; this manu-
script offers a very clear idea of the application of Marx' method of ascending
from the abstract to the concrete, the interdependence and certain parallelism
between the logical and the historical; and the combination and correlation be-
tween research and presentation; the reader is given the opportunity to trace
the development of the conceptual apparatus, terminology, origin of the indi-
vidual terms and concepts and overall ideas such as the theory of added value,
and the theory of average profits and production cost. This study is not
distorted by faults of translations, including those into German; the manuscript
is multilingual, for which reason even German is not the original language of
most of the text. The publication of the MEGA manuscripts is of invaluable
importance in the preparation of publications in different languages.

The third MEGA part——the part which deals with the letters of Marx and Engels—-
also includes letters sent by others to them and some letters written by their
relatives, fellow workers, friends and acquaintances to one another, providing
that they contain facts and statements of certain interest in terms of the lives
and activities of the founders of Marxism. Quantitatively, the volume of such
letters will be 2% times greater than the letters written by Marx and Engels
themselves.

Many letters by third persons are either answers to Marx and Engels or occa-
sions for answers by them. They frequently mention, cite or describe letters
by Marx and Engels which have failed to reach us, and important statements made
by them on theoretical and political problems, unknown to us from other sources.
Some letters sent by third persons to Marx and Engels contain references to
other correspondence.

Marx and Engels paid great attention to the communications and views of their
correspondents. They frequently exchanged such letters and thoughts regarding
their content, viewing them as a valuable source of information on current
political events and events in the international workers movement. These let-
ters are historical documentary proofs of the lively and constant contacts
which Marx and Engels maintained with the outstanding people of their time--
revolutionaries, political and social leaders, scientists, writers, etc. These
letters alone definitively debunk the legend of Marx and Engels as strictly
ivory tower scientists and philosophers who lived like virtual hermits, had a
limited circle of relations and had no significant contacts with the working
class and the leaders of workers organizations and, in the final account, had
almost no influence on the development of the labor movement. Now, anyone who
wishes can see that Marx and Engels invariably kept their hand on the
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pulsebeat of social life and were well acquainted with all its aspects, that
they were sincerely .respected by-'leading minds and were the instructors and
acknowledged leaders of the international proletariat.

The first volume (MEGA, dritte abt., Vol 1, Berlin, 1975) includes correspon-
dence from November 1837 (the date of Marx' familiar letter to his father) to
the end of April 1846. The volume contains 93 letters written by Marx and
Engels and 122 letters written to them; 2 of Engels' letters to his sister
Maria and 15 letters written to Marx and Engels are published for the first
time; 10 letters by Marx and Engels and 19 letters sent to them are published
in full for the first time. The special index provides an extensive list of
so far untraced letters by Marx and Engels to specific individuals and their
approximate dates (ibid, pp 889-896). The fact that these letters were written
and sent (or received) is confirmed by indirect data; they are mentioned or
cited in a variety of reliable sources.

Unquestionably, the publication of the two variants of the letter which

L. Feuerbach wrote to Marx between 6 and 25 October and the final draft of the
letter sent out of Bruckberg to Marx in Kreuznach, dated 25 October 1843, are
of unquestionably great interest in terms of the history of philosophy. These
documents reveal that Marx suggested to Feuerbach that he write an article on
Schelling, clearly for the "German-French Yearbook.'" Although he thanked him
for the honor, Feuerbach most respectfully rejected Marx' suggestion to provide
a "new characterization" of Schelling, for personal reasons related to the re-
cent death of his brother and the conflicting nature of Schelling's personality
—-a philosopher who "demonstrates the power of politics instead of philosophy
and the power of the lie and fraud instead of that of truth" (ibid, p 419).

Volume 2 of the third part contains correspondence from May 1846 to the end of
1848: 1In addition to letters by and to Marx and Engels, it includes letters to
the organizations they headed as well as those written on their instructions.

Problems related to the completion of the manuscripts now known as '"German
Ideology" and attempts to publish them accounted for a great deal of Marx' and
Engels' correspondence in 1846-1847. The manuscripts were written between
November 1845 and June 1846. In them Marx and Engels criticized post-
Hegelian philosophy--L. Feuerbach, M. Stirnmer and B. Bauer--as well as "true
socialism." Marx and Engels developed the basic ideas of scientific communism,
the materialistic understanding of history in particular.

The usual version of "German Ideology" is that in the spring of 1845 Marx and

Engels decided to write this specific book and undertook serious work on it in

the autumn of 1845. The materials published in the second volume (MEGA, dritte
abt., Vol 2) convincingly prove that Marx and Engels had a different plan.

Initially, they planned to publish these manuscripts together with articles by
Hess, Bernais, Weert and Daniels, in a special "Quarterly" edited by Marx. Be-
cause of the opposition of the "true socialists" this plan failed. Other vain
efforts were made subsequently to find a publisher in Switzerland or Germany.

In the second half of 1847 on Engels' critique of the book by Gruen "On Goethe
From the Human Viewpoint" and Marx' review of the book by the same author "The
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Social Movement in France and .Belgium" were published among the manuscripts
which were to make up. the collection on German ideology (MEGA, dritte abt.,
Vol 2, pp 83, 120, 334 and 883). The manuscripts were published in full only
posthumously as "German Ideology" in the USSR in 1932.

The second volume of part IIT sheds additional light on one more page in
Marxist history.

In the winter of 1846-1847 Marx wrote the book '"The Poverty of Philosophy.
Answer to the 'Philosophy of Poverty' by Mr Proudhon." According to Engels,
by then Marx had "definitively determined the basic features of his new his-
torical and economic views" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.,” Vol 21, p 180).
The author's preface is dated 15 June 1847. Here Marx personally describes
himself as a German economist publicly and for the first time.

The idea for the "Poverty of Philosophy" had originated earlier. 1In a letter
dated 2 June 1846, sent from Paris to Brussels, publicist P. V. Annenkov, Marx'
Russian friend, already mentions Marx' "threat" to send him a "long letter"
(MEGA, dritte abt., Vol 2, p 215). This "threat" was carried out with the
now-famous and truly long letter of 28 December 1846, in which Marx expressed
the basic concepts to be included in his future work (see K. Marx and F. Engels,
"Soch.," Vol 27, pp 401-412; MEGA, dritte abt., Vol 2, pp 70-80). The imme-
diate answer to it was Annenkov's letter dated 6 January 1847, included in the
MEGA (the correspondence was conducted in French). '"You have made me heavily
indebted with your splendid letter of 28 December," Annenkov wrote. ''The '
truthfulness, clarity and, particularly, tendency toward realism in your views
helped me to understand Proudhon's work. His concepts are frequently lost
among tempting abstractions, and how frequently attempts are made to amaze us
with false blinding fabrications of a mind concerned exclusively with itself,
presenting itself as the latest word of science and speculative philosophy!

The friendly voice which I have just heard and which takes you to economic and
historical facts which you describe in terms of their real development, which
is entirely different from the development of pure categories and logical con-
tradictions and which, finally, undermines the exaggerated and excessively com-
plex foundation of a system which is outside of life, history, and true science,
is a voice which deserves our gratitude....You, my dear Mr Marx, have fully
redeemed your long silence with this last letter, which I keep rereading"
(ibid, p 321). '

On 8 December 1847 Annenkov told Marx of the success of his book in Paris: "I
do not as yet have your pamphlet on Proudhon and his doctrine, for the only copy
available in Paris belongs to Herveg and is being passed around from hand to -
hand. I shall study it most attentively when it reaches me" (ibid, p 377).

The third volume of the third part of MEGA contains the correspondence con-
ducted by Marx and Engels in 1849-1850. It includes 62 letters written by
Marx and Engels to one another and to third individuals (41 by Marx, 17 by
Engels and 4 written jointly) and 392 letters addressed to Marx and Engels or
to the organizations they headed--the NEUES RHEINISCHER ZEITUNG in Koln, the
Central Committee of the Alliance of Communists, the Committee for Aid to
German Exiles, and the Social Democratic Emigre Committee in London. One of
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the letters written by Marx and Engels is published for the first time; 15 are
published in full for the first time and 3 are published in their original lan-
guage for the first time.

The letters covering the first half of 1849 included in this volume reflect

the activities of Marx and Engels at the final stage of the 1848-1849 revolu-
tion--their direct participation in the mass revolutionary struggle, the publi-
cation of the NEUES RHEINISCHER ZEITUNG, and their contacts with the partici-
pants in the workers and democratic movements. The letters addressed to them
are documentary proof of the trust of the leading workers in Marx and Engels,
the tremendous authority they enjoyed and the trust in the organizations they
headed.

The letters covering the second half of the 1849-1850 period are characterized
as the theoretical work done by Marx and Engels during that time--the interpre-
tation and summation of the experience of the 1848-1849 European revolutions,
and the further development of Marxist theory on the basis of this experience,
as well as their revolutionary-practical activities: the gathering and unifi-.
cation of revolutionary forces and the organization and training of proletarian
cadres for future revolutionary battles. Yielding to the pressure of superior
bourgeois reactionary forces, the fighters of the revolution were expecting
effective support from Marx and Engels, which they always received.

The fourth part, the purpose of which is to acquaint the reader with the
preparatory materials used by Marx and Engels and the basis of primary facts
used in their literary works and the profound secret of their creative labora-
tory plays an important role in the MEGA structure. It is a question of ex-
tracts, summaries, brief records of thoughts in notebooks, notes in the text
and on the margins of books they read, dedications of their own works, etc.
Marx left a particularly substantial number of such materials to his descen-
dants. We shall try to describe the nature and significance of these materials
by taking as an example the second volume (MEGA, vierte abt., Vol 2, Berlin,
1981).

Many years of work were required to decode the multilinguistic drafts, to sys-
tematize their content, to determine the original text included in summaries

and frequently to identify individual words by Marx and Engels, and to coordi-
nate extracts from sources or lines of ideas with concepts found in familiar
works by Marx and Engels, as well as to trace the very sources of their great
thoughts. Let us not even mention the complexity of the referential apparatus.
Thus, the index to this volume contains approximately three times the number of
names in the average volume of the second edition of their works. Frequently
individuals they mention cannot be found even in rare references, although their
names could not be ignored.

Virtually the entire volume consists of materials which are published for the
first time: Marx' historical-political notes (the "Kreuznach Notebooks" 1-5),
Marx' historical-economic studies (the "Paris Notebooks™), Engels' excerpts
and notes (fragments of a summary of the book by Archibald Allison "Principles
of Population and Their Relation to Human Happiness'"). Here we shall discuss
only the so-called "Kreuznach Notebooks."
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The reader at large is well acquainted with the historical-materialistic con-
clusions which Marx formulated in his works "On the Critique of the Hegelian
Philosophy of Law," "On the Critique of the Hegelian Philosophy of Law 'Intro-
duction,'" and the first chapter of "German Ideology:" They deal with Hegel's
idealistic interpretation of the nature and interrelationship between society
and the state, the depiction of the acting state as 'knowledgeable spirit,"
the firm rejection of the "all hitherto existing form of German political and
legal awareness," and his major concepts to the effect that "revolutions re-
quire a passive element, a material foundation," and the fact that the de-
velopment of ideological reflections should be based on the "actual process of
life." "It is not consciousness which defines life but it is life which de-
fines consciousness" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.," Vol 1, pp 303, 421 and
423; Vol 3, p 25) etc.

As we know, Hegel interpreted the state and dynamics from idealistic positions
and simply praised the Prussian state of his time. We are also familiar with
his formulas, which today seem almost hateful: the state is the "spirit of
reality," "the reality of the kingdom in heaven" (Hegel, "Raboty Raznykh Let"
[Works from Different Periods], Vol 1, Moscow, 1970, p 382); private law in
Germany was a model to other countries, for "it had been achieved after many
centuries of research in the quiet of scientific offices, through the wisdom
of the princes and their love for justice'" (Hegel, "Politicheskiye
Proizvedeniya" [Political Works]}, Moscow, 1978, p 390); in history motion takes
place because "the world spirit has ordered time to march forth" (Hegel,
"Raboty Raznykh Let," Vol 2, Moscow, 1978, p 357).

In his works, Marx actually reduced to naught Hegel's idealism on matters of
the state and the law and the motive forces of history. However, how was he
able to accomplish this? Was it by pure intuition? Far from it! Until now
we were aware merely of general mentions made by Marx himself on his special
efforts which preceded the critique of Hegel's system. However, no one had

studied the material results of such efforts. They have been properly summed
up and have become accessible now only thanks to their inclusion in the MEGA.

After the closing down of RHEINISCHER ZEITUNG, which Marx had published from

15 October 1842 to 17 March 1843, he preferred "to remove himself from the
social arena to the classroom" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.," Vol 13, p 6).
In the small resort city of Kreuznach, Marx married Jenny von Westphalen, and
instead of letting time go by with his young bride, he undertook the study of
real relations in society. In July-August 1843 he undertook the study of
French history (particularly that of the French Revolution of the end of the
18th century) and the histories of Germany, Sweden, the Venetian Republic and
the United States. We find traces of his work in the guise of five of the so-
called "Kreuznach Notebooks,'" which contain summaries of 25 books. The authors
include Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Charles Montesquieu, Niccolo Machiavelli,
Francois Rene Chateaubriand, Rene Levasseur and others. Chronologically, these
works cover more than 25 centuries of world history--from 600 B.C. to the 1830's.

Marx selected works and made notes from his readings from a specific viewpoint.

By their own admission, the publishers of one of the works he studied had
undertaken to describe "how the constitution he developed, how the third
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estate was formed, what was happening in the field of administration and
finances, the national economy, trade, the crafts and science" (MEGA, vierte
abt., Vol 2, p 606). The quintessence of Marx' notebooks is the interaction
between the state and the "civilian society," by which Hegel, like the English
and French philosophers and economists, meant the area of property interests
and related social relatioms. ‘

In studying the specific history of the individual countries, Marx noted the
common patterns of historical development and the determining significance of
ownership, material production and material interests. This is manifested in
the excerpts and the few and very brief remarks made by Marx himself. For
example, Marx sums up the content of the second notebook as follows:

1. The general states. Demagogue's. Deputies re resenting the burgher
estate....

"4. Relations among the three estates before the revolution: Private feudal
law. On the appearance of privileges. Syncretism of privilege. The aristo-
cracy in a constitutional monarchy.

"6. ...Property and representatiom....

"7. Ownership and its consequences. The St. Bartholemew Night of ownership
(bearing in mind the resolutions of the constitutional assembly in France,
passed on the night of 4 August 1789--the author). Structure of ownership
between owners and hirelings. Ownership as a prerequisite for their partici-
pation in elections and their el