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Introduction

In accordance with the accepted forms of the Red Army's higher troop units
[soyedineniye] and Patriotic War experience, the Polevoy Ustav provides direc-
tions on the tactical employment of the army (rifle corps) and rifle division
(brigade), as well as cavalry, tank and mechanized unit [soyedineniye] and combat
aviation,

Patriotic War practice indicates that certain provisions of the 1936 Polevoy
Ustav already have become obsolete and require thorough revision.

This Ustav examines modern combat primarily as the combat of combined combat
arms in which diverse combat equipment participates en masse: artillery of all
kinds, mortars, tanks and aircraft, This requires the strictly adjusted tac-
tical coordination of all combat arms, since success can be achieved only by
the united efforts of all combat arms.

Command personnel at all levels and of all combat arms must be imbued with the
thought of the absolute need for continuous coordination in combat and must
practically master the techniques of organizing it, which are provided in the
Ustav.

Combat conditions are diverse and the Ustav cannot give exhaustive directions
for all instances of combat practice. It establishes only basic principles
for conducting combat actions and the techniques of troop leadership.

In addition to firm knowledge, war demands that commanders at all levels also
have the art of and abilities for clear judgement, a broad outlook, and crea-
tive initiative.



1. The Polevoy Ustav introduces new combat formationms,

The alignment of combat formations in troop elements below army (corps) by
echelon does not meet the demands of modern warfare, since it leads to unnec-
essary losses as a result of an oversaturation of the battlefield with person-
nel to its entire depth, it dooms a significant portion of the troops to inac-
tion in combat, and it deprives troops of an opportunity to bring down the
entire force of their subunit and unit weapons on the enemy.

A mandatory requirement for the maximum and simultaneous participation of
division infantry and weapons in combat from its beginning to its end has been
made the basis for alignment of new combat formations below army (corps).
Small reserves are formed to repulse surprise enemy attacks, especially on
flanks and boundaries; to support the units which are fighting; and to exploit
and consolidate success,

The depth of a combat formation alignment is formed within the limits of the
army (corps).

The continuity of a powerful attack up to the total defeat of the enemy group-
ing being attacked, a build-up of the force of the attack from the depth, and
the exploitation and consolidation of success are accomplished by the second
echelon assigned by an army on the axis of main attack and consisting of sev-
eral divisions. At the necessary moment second echelon divisions must replace
and not reinforce the first echelon divisions which already have lost the nec-
essary force of the attack, or they must expand a breach by actions on the
flanks which have formed on the combat formation of first echelon divisions,
The concepts of "striking and holding forces" as part of a combat formation
which existed in the previous Polevoy Ustav confused command personnel and led
to the inaction of the so-called "holding forces" in combat. This Polevoy
Ustav abolishes the division of a combat formation into a striking and a hold-
ing force, but it requires the concentration of main efforts on the axis of
main attack and a determined attack by lesser forces on the axis of secondary
attack,

2. Patriotic War practice showed that commanders desire to lead their units
personally into the attack, often giving up overall leadership of offensive
combat., Because of this we suffer unnecessary losses of commanders, which often
leads to the disruption of combat formations, This is a result of an underes-—
timation of the commander's role as an organizer of combat and a lack of under-
standing that the commander is the central figure in combat formations, that
preservation of the commander is a guarantee of success in combat and, con-
versely, when a commander is put out of action it leads to a reduction in the
possibility of our success,

This Polevoy Ustav requires that regimental and division commanders be behind
the combat formations of their units at points from which they can see their
combat formation on the axis of main attack and observe the course of combat
and enemy actions.




3. Offensive combat is the Red Army's primary form of combat actions. In
addition to this, the Ustav recognizes that not only defense, but also with-
drawal as an independent maneuver when the situation requires troops to be
moved out from under an attack by superior enemy forces in order to allow
units to summon their strength and reassume the attack, are possible in modern
warfare,

The Ustav examines the most likely instances of an attack under various condi-
tions. They do not, of course, exhaust all the diversity of combat practice,
but they provide the commander with starting propositions in order to find the
correct path in accomplishing an offensive mission in cases not envisaged by
the Ustav.

With regard for the specific conditions of the Patriotic War, the Ustav con-
siders the frontal attack for a penetration, organized from a position of
immediate contact with the enemy, to be the most typical case.

4. The Ustav introduces new concepts: an artillery offensive and an air
offensive,

The artillery offensive includes continuous support of infantry and tanks by
the massed, effective fire of artillery and mortars throughout the entire
attack,

The artillery offensive is subdivided into three periods: preparation of the
attack, support of the attack, and support of infantry and tank actions in the
enemy'’s depth of defense.

The air offensive consists of two periods: preparation of the attack and sup-
port of the attack and of infantry and tank actions in the enemy's depth of
defense.

Preparation of the attack can be of two forms: brief, measured by a few hours;
and lengthy, measured in days; the latter is called an artillery and air
softening-up. Brief preparation is used in an attack on field positions and
it meets the conditions of surprise of an attack to the greatest extent;
lengthy preparation is used in attacking heavily fortified positions and for-
tified areas.

5. The Ustav categorically demands that during joint actions with large rifle
units tanks do not break off from the infantry, do not lose coordination with
the infantry, and are not thrown against an enemy defense without proper
artillery and air support.

The primary mission of tanks is to destroy enemy infantry. The Ustav consid-
ers it improper to counter enemy tank attacks with our tanks and to engage in
tank combat to the detriment of one's primary mission.

When enemy tanks appear on the battlefield the artillery and other antitank
weapons conduct the fight against them. Our tanks fight enemy tanks only in
case of a clear superiority in forces and a favorable position.



The Ustay views the actions of tanks as of infantry (cavalry) close support
groups and as an echelon for exploitation of success in the operational depth
with powerful air support.

The Ustav cautions against the splitting and dissipation of tank and mechan-
ized units [soyedineniye and chast'] when they are employed.

6. Contemporary combat actions primarily have a maneuverable nature., This
requires commanders at all levels to have the ability to make rapid regroupings
before and during combat, to organize and conduct outflankings, to encircle,

to capture, or to destroy enemy groupings. The Ustav provides practical
directions to commanders on these difficult forms of combat actions.

The guiding idea of combat for destroying an encircled enemy is the successive
splitting of his units to compress small encircled groups in a cramped space
and bring them under withering machinegun and mortar cross fire.

7. The defense must be stubborn and active. It must withstand a massed
attack of tanks supported by powerful artillery fire and strong air strikes,
Therefore the defense must be antitank, antiartillery, antiair and deep. The
depth of the contemporary defense is achieved by multiple zones. The troops'
fortification meaures must provide for survivability and stability of the
defense., Troops must use their own resources to turn every populated point
and individual building into a sturdy strongpoint and a genuine fortress with
a perimeter defense which allows it to be held a long while even in enemy
encirclement, Unit [soyedineniye and chast'] and subunit commanders organize
defensive work, direct it, and bear full responsibility for it.

Such a defense must derail the enemy offensive, but only a subsequent assump-
tion of a decisive attack can lead to the enemy's defeat.

8. The Ustav requires that special attention be given to firm support of
boundaries and flanks and it gives necessary directions for this in various
forms of combat.

9. A withdrawal is not authorized without an order from a higher commander
even under threat of total encirclement.

The glorious past of our great country provides many examples, however, where
the enemy was drawn out and exhausted, and then was given a crushing blow.
That was the case during the Patriotic War of 1812, and that was the case many
times in the Civil War as well, A withdrawal is used under appropriate condi-
tions by authorization of the higher commander in order to create favorable
conditions for continuing a stubborn struggle against the enemy and even for
his defeat (Kutuzov in 1805 in the war against Napoleon and in 1811 in the war
against Turkey).

The exceptional difficulty of conducting a withdrawal maneuver in an organized
manner under present—day conditions places special demands on the force of
resistance by rear guards, which must be large on the most important axes,



which assume armywide importance, and which at times must conduct the most
stubborn fighting in screening the main body. The personal selection of com-
manders for such rear guards--—as occurred in 1805 at Shéngraben during
Kutuzov's withdrawal toward Austerlitz, when Bagration's rear guard fought
enemy forces which were superior many times over, and in the war of 1812 when
a number of talented Russian generals (Konovnitsyn, Miloradovich, Rayevskiy)
set examples of skilled rear guard actions--acquires exceptional importance in
modern warfare.

10. Contemporary combat actions may lead at times to the need to fight in
encirclement. But true encirclement (the enemy's solid blockade of our combat
dispositions) must be distinguished from a move by a portion of enemy forces,
chiefly tank and motorized infantry, into our rear. In the latter case there
1s no encirclement; the enemy himself is in a difficult situation and is
forced to fight with an inverted front, placing his rear under the blows of
our deep reserves,

Troops must not fear encirclement; they must be able to fight in encirclement
and break out of it in an organized manner. There is no rear for good unitg—-
the front is everywhere, and an enemy who has moved into our rear and who is
attacked vigorously can himself get into the position of the one encircled.

Breaking out of encirclement is done only on order of the senior commander, it
is done in an organized manner, and it is not done by small, splintered groups
at all,

The personal example and heroism of commanders and fighting men, mutual sup-
port and comradely assistance must be displayed to the full extent in this
difficult form of combat,

11, The hatred shown by popular masses toward the insolent foreign tyrants
and invaders in the rear of enemy armies developed into acute forms of popular
struggle~-~the partisan movement,

The Ustav includes a special chapter about partisan actions which sums up the
experience gained in the Great Patriotic War.

Chapter 1 ~ General Provisions

1. Contemporary combat actions are characterized by the mass participation of
artillery, mortars, tanks, aviation and motorized infantry working together
with rifle troops and cavalry. For this reason contemporary combat actions
are distinguished by the rapidity of their development and by their decisive
character,

This requires commanders of all levels and the troops to have outstanding
schooling, careful preparation for combat, an outstanding ability to use their

combat equipment, mobility, and a great exertion of moral and physical forces,

2. Combat is the only means for winning vietory.



Combat is used to achieve the destruction of enemy forces and weapons and to
neutralize his ability to resist.

Contemporary weapons possess great power, long range, and mobility.

They create the opportunity:

~--On the attack, of delivering a blow against the entire depth of the enemy
combat formation, and surrounding, capturing or destroying him;

—-0n the defense, of disrupting enemy combat formations and derailing his
attack by blocking his path.

3. The primary forms of combat are the attack and the defense.

Any combat has the purpose of inflicting damage on the enemy, but only a reso-
lute attack or counterblow ending in encirclement or relentless pursuit lead
to the capture or destruction of the resisting enemy.

L. Offensive combat is the primary form of Red Army actions, since only a
resolute attack can achieve the enemy's defeat.

But there cannot be a continuous offensive in war. Troops are attacking in
one sector of the front while in another sector they may be defending at this
same time. The defense will be necessary each time an attack is impossible or
inexpedient. The defense is employed to accomplish missions with limited
objectives and it usually is conducted against superior enemy forces.

5. Combat conditions are diverse. Therefore in combat it is always necessary
to choose methods of action in conformity with the situation and avoid stereo-
types.

6. It is impossible to be identically strong everywhere. A decisive superi-
ority over the enemy in forces and weapons must be formed on the main axis.
7. Victory in combat is assured:

--By a correct decision and thorough preparation for combat;

~-By an unbending will to win on the part of all commanders and fighting men;
~-By well organized reconnaissance operatiﬁg vigorously and continuously;
--By surprise of actions;

--By a decisive attack of superior forces and weapons on the main axis;

--By the vigorous, bold actions of initiative on the part of commanders and
fighting men;

~-By the continuous interworking of all combat arms in combat;
~-By the capable use and organization of terrainj

~--By well adjusted command and control;

~-By the uninterrupted supply of troops in the field.




8. Contemporary combat is conducted through the joint efforts of all combat
arms,

The tnterworking of all combat arms is of decisive importance in contemporary
combat and is organized in the interests of the infantry, which performs the
main role in combat.

9. Maneuwver is one of the most important conditions for achieving success.

Maneuver consists of the organized movement of troops to create the most
advantageous grouping and to place it in a favorable position for delivering a
crushing blow on the enemy or for winning time and space. Maneuver must be
simple in concept and must be carried out stealthily, swiftly and unexpectedly
for the enemy,

10. Amaneuver of fire is conducted during combat, [one line missing] mass
of fire of ground weapons and aircraft on the most important sectors for the
purpose of achieving superiority over the enemy and for his successive
destruction in detail even in the absence of overall superiority in means for
neutralization.

11. OSurprise dumbfounds the enemy, paralyzes his will, and deprives him of an
opportunity of offering organized resistance.

Surprise is achieved:

~-By leading the enemy astray and by keeping the plan of upcoming actiong in
strictest secrecy;

--By the concealment and swift regrouping of troops and of the concentration
of overwhelming forces and weapons in the decisive location;

--By the surprise attack of aircraft, cavalry, and motorized and tank units;

~--By surprise opening of annihilating fire and the beginning of a swift
attack.

Surprise also is achieved by employing methods of fighting that are new for the
enemy and weapons unknown to him,

The enemy also will strive for surprise. For this reason high vigilance, con-
stant combat readiness, and well organized troop combat support is necessary.

12. Success always is on the side of the one who is bold in combat, who con-
stantly holds the initiative in his hands and who dictates his will on the
enemy.

Intelligent initiative is based on an understanding of the mission and situa-
tion. It consists of the following: the desire to find the best methods for

accomplishing the assigned [several words missing), the use of all favorable

opportunities which suddenly present themselves, and the taking of immediate

steps against a threat which has arisen.

10



A display of initiative must not be in conflict with the higher commander's
overall concept and must contribute to the best performance of the assigned
mission.

In case of an abrupt change of the situation, a commander must make a new
decision on his own initiative and immediately report it to his superior and
inform adjacent units.

A readiness to assume responsibility for a bold decision and persistently
execute it fully is the basis of all commanders' actions in combat.

A bold and sensible daring must always guide the superior and subordinate., It
is not the person who has not achieved his goal in an attempt to destroy the
enemy who merits reproach, but the person who, fearing responsibility,
remained inactive and did not take advantage of all forces and weapons at the
necessary moment for winning victory.

Subordinates' initiative must be encouraged in every way and be used to
achieve overall success.

13, The diversity of contemporary weapons and methods of warfare place high
demands on control of combat,

The purposefulness of a decision and clarity of missions are the basis of con-
trol.

A decision made must be implemented firmly and persistently.

An order must be executed with an all-out effort.

Every commander and fighting man must know and understand his combat mission.
14, The complexity of today's combat demands an enormous exertion of all a
fighting man's efforts. Therefore the commander must show concern for the
fighting man under all conditionms.

A knowledge of one's subordinates, constant personal contact with them, and
attention to their combat life, exploits and needs will assure the commander
tactical cohesion of the unit [chast'or soyedineniye] and success in combat.

15, Today's combat requires a great expenditure of supplies.

Not only the main body, but also the bulk of means for logistical support must
be concentrated on the decisive axis (at the expense of secondary axes).

Successful troop combat actions depend considerably on the uninterrupted
operation of the rear, The rear has to support troops under any conditions.
Organization of the rear and the logistical support of troops is a very impor-
tant duty of all commanders and staffs.
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16. It must be remembered in all instances of a combat situation that the
enemy is attempting to obtain information through espionage, by monitoring
telephone conversations, and by intercepting radio messages. For this reason
constant vigilance and preserving military secrecy are of special importance.

Chapter 2 -~ Combat Arms and Their Combat Function

17. Each combat arm is employed on the basis of a skillful use of all its
features and capabilities. Not one combat arm is a substitute for another.

18. The infantry is capable of performing combat missions under the most
varied conditions of terrain and weather and at any time of year and time of
day.

The basis for infantry's actions in combat is a combination of powerful fire
cf all its weapons with the movement and attack by personnel, The infantry's
combat actions are carried out in continuous and close coordination with
artillery, tanks and aviation.

The infantry's resolute advance in an attack and stubborn resistance in a
defense decide the outcome of combat.

In its organization and missions, infantry is divided into rifle, mountain
rifle, motorized, ski, and airborne infantry,

19.  Artillery and mortars are the most powerful of the ground weapons for
affecting the enemy. They have the greatest fire power and range.

In annihilating and neutralizing the enemy, artillery and mortars clear the
way for all ground combat arms in the attack and block the enemy's path in the
defense.

All troop actions on the battlefield must be supported by artillery and mor-
tars. The most decisive and rapid results are achieved in combat by the
massed, surprise, precision, and flexibly controlled fire of artillery and
mortars.

Artillery is subdivided by fire power and mission into light, heavy [in
weight], heavy [in power], and special (antitank and antiaircraft); and organ~
izationally into organic (battalion, regimental, division), army (corps), and
high command reserve artillery.

Mortars are subdivided organizationally into organic, army (corps), and high
command reserve mortars.,

20. Tanks are a decisive means of attack and a powerful means for a counter-
blow in the defense,

They combine high mobility and crosscountry capability with powerful fire, a
great force of the blow and armor protection.
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Tanks are divided by tactical features into light, medium and heavy tanks.
According to their organization and mission, tanks form separate regiments and
brigades, tank corps, mechanized brigades and mechanized corps.

21. Separate tank brigades and separate tank regiments are an asset of the
army commander and are attached to rifle divisions on his orders,

In reinforcing infantry (cavalry) on the main axis, they operate in close
coordination with it as close infantry (cavalry) support tanks.

Tank brigades and regiments have the primary mission of annihilating enemy
infantry.

Separate regiments of breakthrough tanks which are outfitted with heavy tanks
are attached to troops as a means of reinforcement for breaking through an
enemy defense in close coordination with infantry, artillery and combat engi-
neers, and they are employed as part of assault groups and for repulsing enemy
counterattacks.

As a rule, the splitting of separate tank brigades and regiments through the
resubordination of individual units (or subunits) to rifle units is not per-
mitted.

22, Being an operational-tactical unit, the tank corps is subordinate to a
front (army) commander and is employed on the main axis for performing the
following missions:

—-Actions as the echelon for exploitation of success for the purpose of sepa-
rating and encircling the main grouping of enemy troops and defeating it in
coordination with aviation and the front's ground troops;

~-Actions against the enemy's exposed flank and his rear areas;

~-Pursuit of a retreating enemy for the purpose of his total annihilation;
--Delivery of counterblows from the defensive depth against mobile enemy units
which have penetrated.

The primary mission of a tank corps is the annihilation of enemy infantry.

In special instances and by authorization of the front commander, a tank corps
can operate by brigade to reinforce rifle divisions on the main axis, 1In this
instance the corps tank brigade performs close infantry support missions.

23. The mechanized corps is an operational-tactical unit which has considera-
ble numbers of motorized infantry, tank units, artillery, and other means of
reinforcement and support,

The mechanized corps is subordinate to the front (army) commander and is
employed on the main axis for performing the following missions:

—-Actions as an echelon for exploitation of success in the operational depth;
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--Actions against the enemy's exposed flank and his rear areas;
-~Pursuit of a retreating enemy;

--Holding a captured line in the operational depth until the arrival of the
army main body;

--Delivery of a counterblow from the defensive depth against mobile enemy
units which have penetrated.

In exploiting success in an offensive operation, a mechanized corps which has
broken out ahead can accomplish offensive missions on its own against an enemy
who has not yet managed to consolidate,

Splitting a mechanized corps for the purpose of reinforcing other combat arms
is not permitted.

24, 1In special instances, when the enemy defense is weakly organized, a tank
and mechanized corps reinforced by howitzer and antiaircraft artillery, avia-
tion, and engineer units, by breakthrough tanks where possible, and at times
also by infantry, can independently accomplish missions of penetrating a front
and routing the enemy to the entire depth of his defense.

Tank and mechanized corps are not employed for the independent penetration of
a fortified enemy zone,

25. The separate mechanized brigade is a tactical unit and is subordinate to
the army commander; it is employed as a mobile reserve.

Composed of various combat arms, the mechanized brigade can exert strong fire
effect on the enemy and, with great maneuverability, it is intended for accom-
plishing the following missions:

~-Short-range actions to seize and hold important objectives until the arrival
of the main body operating on the given axis;

-—Exploitation of success in a local offensive operation;
—-Reliable support to the flank of attacking units;

—-Pursuit of the enemy and cooperation with attacking units in encircling and
routing him;

~-Delivery of counterblows in the defense and elimination of success by an
enemy who has penetrated;

—--Support to army regrouping by a mobile defense across a broad front.

26. Armored cars and armored personnel carriers are a mobile resource and are
employed chiefly for reconnaissance.

Armored trains have powerful artillery and machinegun weapons and armored pro-
tection. They are employed as mobile artillery for supporting friendly troops,
combating enemy tanks and airborne assault forces operating in the zone of
railroads, and for guarding important rail junctions, open lines, stations and
facilities.
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27. The cavalry is a decisive means for exploiting success in the attack and
a powerful means for a counterblow in the defense,

It has high operational and tactical mobility.

The cavalry is capable of executing a broad operational maneuver and deliver-
ing swift surprise attacks in mounted and dismounted formations.

Large cavalry units are an operational asset of the front and high command and
are employed en masse on the axis of main attack. Splitting them through
resubordination to the army command and to commanders of combined~arms units
is not permitted.

Large cavalry units must receive the attachment of tanks, motorized infantry,
ski units, high command reserve artillery and mortars, and combat engineer and
special units. The actions of large cavalry units always must be screened
from the air and supported by combat aviation.

28. Llarge cavalry units are employed for performing the following missions:

In an offensive operation:

—--Actions as the echelon for exploitation of success for the purpose of sepa-
rating and encircling the primary grouping of enemy troops, splitting it up
piecemeal and routing it in coordination with aviation and with tank, mechan-
ized and rifle units [soyedineniyel;

~-Actions against an exposed flank of the primary grouping of enemy troops and
against its rear areas;

--Operational pursuit of a retreating enemy for the purpose of his total
annihilation.
In a defensive operation:

—--Delivery of counterblows from the operational depth primarily against the
flank of the primary grouping of enemy troops who have penetrated;

~-Support of exposed flanks and boundaries of fronts and armies against enemy
attacks against the flank and rear of our forces;

--Screening of the concentration and regrouping of the front main body;
--Support for the withdrawal of combined-arms units to new defensive lines;
—-Mobile defense on operationally important axes and lines until the arrival

of combined-arms units [soyedineniye].

29. Large cavalry units should be employed on axes leading to an exposed
enemy flank and allowing freedom of operational maneuver, avoiding axes where
the cavalry may encounter heavily fortified enemy positions or difficult
natural obstacles.

Cavalry units usually are given an objective, a direction of actions, and the
time periods for performance of missions,
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30. The combat of cavalry units is characterized by great mobility, flexibil-
ity of maneuver, rapidity of deployment, and short duration.

The cavalry achieves greatest success by a swift attack supported by all weap-
ons and technical assets.

Taking advantage of its tactical mobility, the cavalry must quickly concen-
trate superior forces and weapons on the axis of main attack and defeat even a
stronger enemy in detail by surprise attacks.

A combination of actions in dismounted and mounted formations and a rapid
transition from dismounted combat to mounted combat and vice versa is the pri-
mary form of cavalry actions, and the interaction of all forces and weapons of
the combat formation is the deciding condition for success.

31. Aviation has powerful bomb and machinegun-cannon weapons and can accom-
plish the following missions:

~--Give ground troops the most effective support in their combat actions;

—-—Screen friendly troops and important objectives against air strikes and com-
bat enemy aviation at airfields and in the air;

—--Destroy enemy personnel and weapons in the immediate enemy rear;

—--Destroy military objectives and inflict damage on enemy troops in the deep
enemy rear;

--Disrupt the transport of enemy personnel and supplies.

32, The most important mission of aviation is to provide combat cooperation
to ground troops. To this end aviation hits the enemy in the depth of his
positions, and neutralizes and destroys his weapons and personnel on the bat-
tlefield.

Aviation also is a means of reconnaissance, battlefield surveillance, and com-
munications. In addition, aviation is employed for landing airborne forces,
moving troops, supplying troops and evacuating the wounded.

33. Aviation is divided according to its missions, armament and performance
data into fighter, attack, bomber (long-range, short-range, divebomber),
reconnaissance, artillery observation, liaison, transport and medical avia-
tion.

Fighter, attack, bomber, reconnaissance and artillery observation aviation
comprise combat aviation and the other kinds comprise auxiliary aviation.

Fighter aviation is the primary means for destroying enemy aircraft in aerial
combat. It is intended for securing troops and military objectives against
air strikes and for accompanying other kinds of aviation when they fly in the
depth of enemy positions; fighter aviation also is employed for bombing and
ground attack actions against enemy troops and airfields and for destroying
his rear routes.
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Attack aviation, which is the best form of short-range bombers, is intended
for close support of friendly troops on the battlefield and for the destruc-
tion of enemy reserves, tanks, aircraft at airfields, and all forms of trans-
portation and communications on lines of communication., Attack aircraft
operate by hedgehopping and from low altitude, employing all their weapons
from bombs to and including machineguns.

Divebomber aviation is intended for the destruction of targets of small size
on the battlefield and in the enemy rear.

Short-range bomber aviation performs the very same missions as attack avia-
tion, but during the day it operates from medium altitude outside the range of
antiaircraft machinegun fire, and at night it harasses enemy troops on the
battlefield and in the immediate enemy rear from low altitude.

Long-range bomber aviation primarily is intended for delivering strikes
against the deep enemy rear in order to destroy major headquarters and troop
concentrations and to demolish important military objectives (plants, facto-
ries, railroad junctions, communications centers, and large railroad and high-
way bridges) but it is also employed if necessary to hit enemy troops on the
battlefield. Long-range bomber aviation operates primarily at night; its use
is permitted during the day only when there is reliable fighter cover and
neutralization of enemy air defense weapons, as well as in bad weather condi-
tions.

Reconnaissance aviation is intended for reconnoitering enemy positions in
depth, for surveillance, and for photographing the battlefield and military
objectives in the enemy rear.

Artillery observation aviation is intended for reconnoitering targets not
observed from ground artillery observation posts and for adjusting fire on
these targets.

Liaison, transport and medical aviation each is intended for performing its
own special missions.

34, The airborne troops are an asset of the high command.

They are distinguished by high mobility, powerful automatic weapons, and the
ability to appear quickly and suddenly and fight in the enemy rear.
The airborne troops can accomplish the following missions:

-~-Cooperate with ground troops together with partisan detachments in encir-
cling and routing the enemy by actions in his rear; combating his approaching
reserves;

~-Seize important lines and crossings in the enemy rear in support of
friendly troop actions;

~-Seize and destroy enemy airfields and air bases;




~-Disrupt control and operation of the enemy rear;

--Support an amphibious landing by seizing a coastal area.

The successful employment of airborne troops requires thorough preparation and
their reliable coordination with aviation, partisan detachments, and mobile
troops.

35. The engineer troops perform the following missions:

~~Clear and lay the path for attacking ground troops;

--Seal off and destroy enemy weapon emplacements and strongpoints in coordina-
tion with the infantry, artillery, tanks and aviation;

~-~Form obstacle zones on the flanks and boundaries of attacking troop units
[soyedineniye];

~-Mine and demolish important installations in the enemy rear;
—-Build and maintain crossings;

--Participate in setting up defensive lines and obstacle zones in the unit and
army rear;

~-Organize command posts, auxiliary control posts, and covered positions for
communications centers;

——Conduct operational camouflage;
——Reconnoiter water sources and obtain water,

36. Special troops--air defense, chemical defense, signal, railroad and other
troops~—support troop combat activities in their specialty.

Chapter 3 ~ Combat and March Formations

37. Troops operate in combat and march formations,

38. A combat formation is a grouping of forces and weapons for conducting combat.
The alignment of the combat formation must correspond to the concept and plan

for upcoming combat and assure:

—-Delivery of decisive damage to the enemy on the chosen axis by a concentra-
tion of the main mass of troops and weapons;

-—The possibility of a rapid transfer of troop efforts during combat to
another axis for exploiting success which has been reached and for parrying
enemy blows;

--Best employment of troops in conformity with their features and the coordina-
tion of combat arms in combat;

--Best utilization of terrain;

--The possibility of repulsing a ground enemy attack on the flanks and bound-
aries, especially an attack by his tanks;

--Troop air defense.
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39, The combat formation of the army (corps) consists of two echelons, artil-
lery groups, and a tank and antitank reserve,

The strength and composition of echelons in the army (corps) are determined by
the nature of combat, the mission, and the situation.

The army (corps) first echelon consists of combat formations of divisions
(brigades) operating side by side,

The lateral distribution of forces and weapons in an echelon is determined by
the plan of battle,

The army (corps) second echelon is intended for building up the force of an
attack from the depth, for exploiting or widening a breakthrough, and for con-
solidating success in order to achieve continuity of a powerful attack until
the total rout of the enemy grouping being attacked.

As a rule there should be several divisions in the second echelon on the axis
of main attack in addition to mechanized troops, depending on the composition
of the army, with approximately three of them in the second echelon when the
army has seven divisions and two or three in the second echelon when the army
has five or six divisions. '

At the necessary moment second echelon divisions do not reinforce, but replace
first echelon divisions which already have lost the necessary force of attack,
or they widen the breakthrough by actions on flanks which have formed in the
combat formation of first echelon divisions.

40, An army (corps) grouping on the main axis has a large amount of reinforc-
ing personnel and weapons and has a deeper alignment, and its divisions receive
a narrower frontage. ’ '

The echelonment of combat formations will be shallower on a secondary axis,

Depending on the situation, the number of echelons and their composition may
change during combat.

41, The division (brigade) combat formation consists of combat formations of
rifle regiments (separate battalions) operating side by side, artillery groups,

a tank group (if tanks have been attached), and a general and antitank reserve,

The lateral distribution of forces and weapons in the division (brigade) combat
formation is determined by the tactical plan.

Battalions deploy as follows in the brigade combat formation: all battalions on
line, in a wedge or inverted wedge, or in an echelon right or left.

42, Artillery groups are formed from artillery subunits (or units) which are
associated by common control,

19



Artillery groups for close support of infantry (cavalry) are formed from division
artillery and attached reinforcing artillery and mortar units according to the
number of the division's rifle regiments.

Artillery groups for close support of tanks are formed for combat in the
depth from army artillery and from mortars attached to the tank unit,

The commanders of artillery groups for close support of infantry (cavalry)
and tanks execute fire missions assigned by commanders of the supported units
and by senior artillery commanders.

As a rule the permanent organization of battalions included in the direct sup-
port group must not be disrupted.

In some cases some of the close support artillery is attached to infantry,
cavalry and tanks and is employed by them for accompaniment on wheels.

Attached artillery executes combat missions assigned by commanders of the units
[soyedineniye orchast'] to which it is attached. These commanders bear respon-
sibility for proper combat employment of the attached artillery.

The army (corps) artillery group is formed from army (corps) artillery and
high command reserve artillery for actions against enemy artillery, reserves
and rear areas.

One army (corps) artillery group usually is formed and subdivided into sub-
groups according to the number of divisions (brigades) operating on the main
axis.

In some instances, when heavy [in power] artillery is attached to the army or
corps it is included in the army or corps artillery group and forms:

—--A long range subgroup for accomplishing special missions to a great depth;

~--A subgroup of artillery for destruction from heavy [in power] howitzer and
gun artillery, intended for the destruction of enemy permanent fortifications.

The number of subgroups is determined by the capability for centralized con-
trol of them by the army's artillery commander.

Depending on the number of targets to be destroyed, subgroups of artillery for
destruction can be attached to the divisions in whose zone they are operating
during the softening-up period. In this case they receive missions directly
from the divisions' artillery commanders.

Artillery antitank groups are formed in the army (corps) and divisions (bri-
gades) when they are reinforced by antitank artillery. They are intended for
organizing an antitank defense in depth on the most important axes.

Antiaireraft groups are formed from army PVO [air defense] regiments and by
removing antiaircraft weapons of army units operating on an auxiliary axis for
screening the army main grouping against enemy aircraft in the initial posi-
tion and during the attack.
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From half to two-thirds of all unit antiaircraft weapons of the front (army)
is assigned to an antiaircraft group.

Antiaircraft artillery and heavy-caliber antiaircraft machineguns also can be
employed for combating tanks.

Mortar unite (guards mortar units and reinforcing mortar units) attached to
divisions (brigades) and armies (corps) reinforce artillery groups for direct
support of infantry.

43. Separate tank brigades (regiments) attached to an army (corps) or divi-
sion form tank groups for direct support of infantry (cavalry) in an attack.,

The basis for alinement of combat formations of the direct support tank groups is
the mandatory requirement for maximum and simultaneous participation of all
their weapons in combat.

The combat formation of direct support tank groups consists of combat forma-
tions of the tank subunits attacking in one echelon, with heavy and medium
tanks in front and behind them light tanks and reserve tanks (up to a tank
company) .

The division (brigade) commander must assign the combat missions to the tank
brigade (regiment) commander and arrange coordination on the terrain with the
commanders of regiments or separate battalions in whose zone the tanks are
operating.

In a defense the bulk of the tanks comprises the army (corps) tank reserve.

44, The division (brigade) general reserve is intended for repulsing surprise
enemy attacks, especially on flanks and boundaries, for supporting the units
conducting combat, and for exploiting and consolidating success which has been
achieved.

The strength and composition of a reserve depend on the plan for impending
combat and on the place held by the unit [soyedineniye or chast'] in the com-
bat formation.

A rifle battalion (or separate rifle battalion) reinforced by several regi-
mental pieces and antitank rifles may be assigned to the division (brigade)
reserve during an attack under normal conditions (with secured flanks),

A tank reserve is employed only on order of the combined-arms commander to
exploit success and to repulse infantry counterattacks.

The tank reserve moves into an attack against counterattacking enemy tanks
only when it has a clear superiority in strength.

When enemy tanks have a numerical superiority the tank reserve is employed for

conducting fire from a halt and from ambushes, in close coordination with the
antitank reserve and artillery.
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A mobile antitank reserve is formed in troop units out of motorized subunits
of artillery, antitank rifles and combat engineers with supplies for building
antitank obstacles; it is intended for combating tanks which have penetrated.

Special antitank units [soyedineniye or chast'] attached to the army (corps)
also can be used as a mobile antitank reserve.

45, 1In all instances combat formations must be supported by reconnaissance,
observation, security, communications, and measures of antiair and antitank
defense, antichemical protection, and camouflage.

46, Special attention must be given to firmly securing boundaries and flanks
of a combat formation by placing reserves and antitank weapons behind them and
screening them with artillery and mortar fire.

47. The march formation of the division (brigade) and army (corps) consists
of march columns.
A march formation must ensure:

—~Rapid deployment into combat formation and commitment in the grouping which
corresponds to the tactical plan;

——A rapid change of the grouping assumed for the march;
--Rapid dispersal of columns in an air raid and under artillery fire;
--Repulse of an attack by enemy aviation and enemy tank and motorized troops;

~-Greatest convenience in making and supporting the march, and its conceal-
ment.

A division (brigade) may make a march in one or two and at times in three
march columns depending on the missions and terrain conditions.

The army (corps) march formation always consists of several columns.

March columns consist of serials,

Tank units [soyedineniyel, army (corps) artillery, high command reserve artil-
lery, ponton units [chast'], and rear units and establishments comprise sepa-
rate echelons which are part of march columns or they comprise separate col~
umns.,

Each column has its own security and reconnaissance.

Chapter 4 - Command and Control

1. Fundamentals of Control

48, The army military council and the unit [soyedineniye or chast'] commander bear full
responsibility for the status and combat readiness of subordinate troops.
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In addition, the army commander and unit [soyedineniye or chast'] commander are fully
answerable for the organization of command and control and for troop actions
in combat.

49, Command and control requires:

——Prompt decisionmaking by the commander;

—-A determination of the forces, weapons and time needed for executing the
decision;

--The assignment of combat missions to the troops in accordance with their
strength and weapons;

-—-Continuous coordination of the units [chast' or soyedineniye] and combat arms accom-
plishing common combat missions;

—-Control over troop actions;

--Changes and updates to missions of subordinate troops during combat.
50. The basis of control is the eommander's decision.

The decision requires:

--A determination of the concept of impending actions in conformity with the
mission assigned by the senior commander;

--Precise clarification of one's objective of actions (what the commander
wishes to achieve in combat);

--A splitting of one's overall mission into immediate and subsequent missions;
——A choice of axes of main and secondary attacks;

—-A determination of the primary missions facing the groupings on the axes of
main and secondary attacks (what the commander wishes to achieve on each of
these axes);

—-A determination of the combat formation and missions for the military units
[soyedineniye or chast'];

~-Support for impending actions.
51, A substantiated decision is possible only on the condition of proper
clarification of the mission assigned by the senior commander and a thorough

gituation estimate,

Having estimated the situation as a whole, it is especially important to
decide what is primary and what is secondary at the given moment,

Incomplete data on the situation does not relieve a commander of the obliga-
tion to make a specific and firm decision promptly.

52. Combat requires continuous control, which is achieved:

--By constant leadership of troops during combat actions;
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~~By monitoring the execution of orders and instructions and all troop
actions;

--By a continuously functioning signal service;

—--By information provided upward from below, downward from above, and to
adjacent units about all situation data.

53, The choice of the axis of main attack comprises the basis of the decision
in offensive combat,

In choosing the axis of main attack a commander must:

~-Clarify the enemy forces, weapons and status on the given axis and take
account of the possibility of an appearance by his reserves and what opposi-
tion the enemy can offer;

—-Evaluate terrain conditions and the condition of the soil and weather from
the standpoint of convenience in delivering the main attack and the most
advantageous employment of troops;

—--Determine that part of the enemy grouping whose defeat assures success in
accomplishing the assigned overall mission.

54. In making a decision for the defense one must determine the main areas
(axes) where the stability of the entire defense is dependent on their reten-
tion. These areas (axes) must be defended by the main portion of forces and
weapons.

The decision for the defense must provide for the use of advantageous terrain

conditions, its engineer reinforcement, the skillful organization of all kinds
of fire (and antitank fire above all) in combination with engineer obstacles,

and the preparation of counterattacks for annihilating an enemy who has pene-

trated.

55. The interworking of all combat arms and the tie-in of one's own actions
with those of adjacent units is organized on the basis of the decision reached.

Interworking consists of the coordination of combat actions of the troops per-
forming a common mission by objective, time and place. Of special importance
is the thorough coordination on the terrain of the combat efforts of the infan-
try with the artillery, tanks, aviation and engineer troops.

The interworking of troops during combat must be continuous and must be sup-
ported by reliable communications.

2. Organization of Tactical Control
56. The commander exercises tactical control through his staff.

57. The chief of staff is the commander's deputy. He alone has the right to
issue instructions on behalf of the commander.
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The commander lets the chief of staff in on all his assumptions and inten-
tions, The chief of staff constantly must be ready to brief the commander on
the situation and on suggestions stemming therefrom,

58. The staff has a responsible role to play in tactical control,

The staff's duties include:

--Organizing reconnaissance, security and observation and taking all other
steps for troop combat support;

~—Collecting, studying and processing information about the enemy, friendly
forces, the terrain, condition of the soil, the weather and the area of opera-
tions and briefing them to the commander;

—~Issuing warning orders;

--Drawing up a tactical plan and orders, passing them on to the troops, and
monitoring their precise and timely execution and all troop actions;

-—Assuring the interworking of troops in combat, achieved by giving prompt
information to all appropriate chiefs of combat arms and including them in
drawing up the tactical planj;

~-0Organizing command posts and communications;

--Submitting situation reports to higher headquarters and giving information
to subordinate staffs and adjacent units;

--Keeping constantly informed about the state of supply of the troops and the
status of one's own rear, and monitoring its operation;

—-Directing subordinate staffs;

--Studying and generalizing the experience of combat actions and making it
known to the troops.

59. The tactical plan includes:

~-The combat objective;

--The commander's concept;

-—=A definition of the combat phases depending on the immediate and subsequent
missions;

-—Combat missions of units [soyedineniye or chast'] and the combat arms and their
interworking;

~-Combat support (reconnaissance, security, air defense, antitank defense and
antichemical protection);

~-Organization of control;

—-Logistical support and organization of the rear.

A tactical plan is not formulated as a special document in the division (bri-
gade) ,
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60. The chiefs of combat arms, who are deputy commanders, the chief of the
rear (deputy commander for rear) and chiefs of services exercise direction
over special units and services based on instructions of the commander issued
personally or through the chief of staff,

The chiefs of combat arms, chief of the rear and chiefs of services must coor-
dinate with the chief of staff all basic instructions and measures planned by
them in support of the commander's decision.

The staffs of chiefs of combat arms and chief of the rear in an army operate
in full coordination with the combined-arms staff, They are obligated to keep
the combined-arms staff constantly in the picture concerning measures they are
taking and instructions being prepared for supporting the commander's deci-
sion,

61, The commander usually exercises tactical control from the command post.

The command post (primary, alternate) is set up at that distance from units of
the combat formation which provides the commander convenient tactical control
and from where he can observe the battlefield and the actions of his troops at
least on the axis of main attack,

A division commander moves up to an observation post and the army commander
travels to an auxiliary command post organized by the staff for the purpose of
personal observation of the actions of his main troop groupings,

Personal contact between the senior commander and subordinate commanders and
troops is of primary importance., It gives the commander an opportunity to
directly pass on his will and give directions to the troops.

Personal contact is especially necessary before the beginning of combat and
with an abrupt change in the situation requiring assignment of a new mission,

62. The army commander personally directs combat on the axis of main attack.
The units [soyedineniye] operating on an army's secondary axis may be unified
in an operations group for convenience of control,

The operations group is a temporary formation for performing a specific combat
mission. Command of it usually is given to the deputy army commander. An
operations group staff with communications equipment is formed from the army
field headquarters.

63, Command communications and coordination communications are organized in
each unit [soyedineniye] for tactical control.

Command communications serves for the transmission of combat orders and

other orders from the senior commander to subordinates and for receiving
reports. It is set up from the superior to the subordinate on the instruction
of and with the assets of the senior commander. This does not, however,
relieve subordinate commanders of the obligation to use all available means to
find contact with the senior commander,
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Coordination communications ensures the coordination of combat actions of the
combat arms and adjacent units as they execute the overall combat mission.

Communications from the artillery and cavalry usually is established to the
infantry and from the artillery to the cavalry., The infantry (cavalry) also
is not relieved of concern for maintaining these communications.

Communications of tank units and aviation with combined-arms units, with
artillery, or among themselves is established according to directions of the
army (corps) staff which organizes the interworking,

Coordination communications among adjacent units is organized using assets of
the unit on the right to the unit on the left,

64, Continuity of communications is provided by using different means of com-
munication on each axis (by redundancy of communications),

Radio communications and the liaison officers service is of especially great
importance,

Staffs always must have a reserve of communications personnel and equipment.

65. Radio communications is the primary means for control in all combat arms
and in all forms of combat, and in aviation and tank units it usually will be
the only form of communications,

Radio communications ensures reliability of control under the most difficult
conditions and especially during the interworking of troops in combat,

The staffs' skillful use of radio equipment is of decisive importance for tac-
tical control. For this reason the organization and use of radio communica-
tions must be thoroughly thought out to the entire depth of combat,

The staffs must draw up radio brevity codes for each action and sometimes even
for individual periods of an-action,

Every commander must show every concern that both he and the staff havea radio
under any conditions,

The chief of staff and senior signal officer are personally responsible for
the organization of continuous radio communications.

The loss of radio communications is inadmissible.

66. Control is exercised over radio with the help of codes and ciphers. Radio
conversations must be conducted using procedure charts, a coded map and a com-
mander's map board., A common coded map and code table are drawn up by the
army staff for all units having radios and which are a part of the army.




When it is impossible to use other means of communication during combat
actions, operation orders and reports on decisions reached are transmitted by
radio in cipher over the army (corps) and higher net, and by code over the net
of the division and below,

The right to authorize or prohibit the use of radio equipment rests with the
chiefs of staff no lower than division (brigade).

67. The use of radio communications for transmission is prohibited in periods
of regroupings, the concentration of trcops, and preparation of an attack, as
well as on the defense when there is serviceable wire communications, In these
instances reports and other information are transmitted by other means.

Reconnaissance units (subunits) use radio communications for transmission
without restriction.

68. Radio transmission in the clear is authorized:
——In the artillery: when transmitting fire control commands;

——In aviation: in directing aerial combat; in transmitting combat commands in
flight and during emergencies or forced landings; in transmitting reports from
aircraft about observed targets and enemy troop movements on the battlefield
and when adjusting artillery fire from the air;

—-In tank and motorized units to and including brigade: in transmitting all
commands in combat;

—In units of all combat arms from division and lower: during combat, when
there is no opportunity to use other means of communication or when their use
or encoding will cause a delay in taking urgent steps based on the situation;

-—In PVO units: when transmitting reports about the flights of enemy aircraft
and when vectoring friendly fighter aviation to enemy aircraft;

--In all units: under exceptional circumstances (a surprise attack by enemy
tank and motorized units); an authentication signal is used in these transmis-
sions to identify the transmitting radio.

69. 1In addition, in the army (corps) and division (brigade) during combat,
transmission in the clear is authorized:

--0f reports about the receipt of orders, the beginning of actions, or the
reaching of areas and lines designated by an order;

~~For calling in artillery fire, aviation and tank units,

The numbers and designations of units, positions of commanders and terrain
points are encoded in a plain-language transmission,

70, The following is necessary for maintaining stable wire communications
(telegraph, telephone): camouflage and engineer organization of communications
facilities; the presence of alternate and auxiliary communications centers
dispersed in depth; line security and technical inspection on lines and in
centers.
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71, Communications by mobile resources must have widespread use in all units,
supplementing and often even replacing wire and radio means of communication.

The following are used to provide communications by mobile resources: air-
craft, vehicles, motorcycles, tanks, armored vehicles, aerosleds, skiers,
mounted and dismounted messengers, launches, boats, handcars and dogsleds,

72, Conventional signals are used chiefly for identification in coordination
communications. They are established by the front (army, corps) headquarters
or the division (brigade) headquarters.

Conventional signals for denoting the line of contact of friendly and enemy
troops are used constantly and are laid out by the troops at the request of
aviation, The signals are common to all combat arms and are established by
the Red Army General Staff,

73. The execution of any combat order must be checked. Supervision over the
prompt and precise execution of orders is an obligation of commanders and
staffs, but the staffs' work must not be disrupted in the process. The readi-
ness of communications equipment for the swift transmission cof operation
orders also must be checked constantly,

[Two pages missing]

The overall mission is not divided into an immediate and subsequent mission on
the defense,

76. An order must express the commander's decision and the missions of subor-
dinate units briefly, successively and categorically.

The order must be presented in the following sequence:

First paragraph: a concise estimate of the actions and overall grouping of
enemy troops which can have an effect on the course of combat;

Second paragraph: the immediate mission assigned to the unit;

Third paragraph: immediate missions of the immediate adjacent units and an
indication of boundary lines with them;

Fourth paragraph: brief formulation of the decision of the commander issuing
the order;

Fifth and subsequent paragraphs: combat missions (immediate and subsequent)
for subordinate units with a listing of their supporting or attached means of
reinforcement; indications for each unit of the boundary line with the unit on
the left; the missions and responsibility of commanders for securing bound-
aries and flanks,

Separate paragraphs indicate in further succesion:

--Missions to be performed by the artillery, aviation, tank and other special
units [chast'] in the interests of the entire large unit [soyedineniye];




--Missions of antiaircraft and antitank defense; instructions for reserves;
--Time of troop readiness to execute a mission;

—-~Command post location (primary and alternate) and the direction of its move-
ment; this direction simultaneously defines the axis of communications;

-—Procedure, times (lines) and methods for submitting reports.

All copies of orders are signed by the commander and chief of staff, and in
the army by the military council as well.

Missions for the organization of reconnaissance, communications, engineer sup-
port to troop actions and antichemical protection are given in separate
instructions.

77. An operational timetable may be drawn up in the army (corps) and division
(brigade) staff during advance preparation of offensive combat, with an
extract therefrom provided to each performer.

The operational timetable indicates:

~-Procedure for interworking of combat arms by tactical phases, established on
the terrain without fail;

~-Resubordination of artillery and tanks to units with the development of com-
bat}

--Procedure for artillery to change firing positions;

--Signals for coordination among tanks, infantry, artillery and aviation,

The operational timetable may be drawn up as a coordination plan with an
explanation in the margins,

A sketch map is drawn up by the division (corps) staff for purposes of facili-
tating coordination; 1t encodes the terrain and serves for unified target
designation.

78. Advance notification of subordinate commanders and staffs about impending
actions requires the issuance of warning orders, which must contain directions
as to the nature of impending actions and the time of troop readiness for these
actions. Secrecy of the action or operation being prepared must not be broken
in the warning orders,

79. Reports to the commander and notifications toadjacent units and subordi-
nates represent the most important documents. They provide an opportunity for

correctly estimating the situation and making an expedient decision,

For this reason the constant and timely dispatch of reports and notifications
comprises a very important duty for all commanders and staffs.

The primary demand placed on every report and notification is validity, verac~—
ity, timeliness and preciseness of presentation.
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80, Reports submitted by a certain time are called periodic reports and sum-
maries, The procedure for their submission is established from above; for
this the staff organizing combat establishes for each period of actions who
must report what and at what time,

81, 1In addition to periodic reports, there are special reports submitted at
the initiative of a subordinate commander or staff which are called action
reports.

The following must be reported without delay:

-—-Receipt of an operation order, decisions reached, and a surprise enemy
attack;

-—Execution of an assigned mission;

-—-Appearance of the enemy where he has not been, or his absence where he pre-
viously was;

—-A change in enemy actions (a sudden withdrawal, assumption of an attack or
defense, counterattack, and so on) and an abrupt change in the situation
in general;

—-Each decision made on one's own initiative in connection with a change in
the situation.

82, Action reports must provide:

-—A complete picture of events occurring on the ground and in the air; the
precise situation and status of friendly troops; the degree of intensity and
result of combat;

--New data on the enemy, his strength, weapons and actions;

——A commander's decision in connection with the situation.

An action report must briefly respond to the questions: in what position, com-
position and grouping our units and the enemy units are in, when, and where;
and what the person reporting is doing or proposes to do. The reports are
signed by the commander and chief of staff,

Chapter 5 - Political Work in a Combat Situation

83. Political work has the purpose of rallying Red Army personnel about the
party of Lenin-Stalin and the Soviet government; instilling in Red Army men,
commanders and supervisory personnel aspirit of dedication to the Motherland,
allegiance to the military oath and staunch observance of military discipline;
strengthening the combat might and political-moral status of the Red Army; and
instilling in the personnel an understanding of the objective and nature of
the war and a firm, unbending will to win over the enemy.

84, Political work in the Red Army is organized on the basis of resclutions
of the VKP(b) [All-Union Communist Party (Bolshevik)] Central Committee and
the Soviet government, and orders and directives of the People's Commissar of




Defense and the Red Army Main Political Directorate, and it is performed by
commanders, deputy commanders for political affairs, political workers, and
the party and Komsomol organizations.

Unit [soyedineniye and chast'] commanders bear direct responsibility for the
status of political work in Red Army units. Political indoctrination of
fighting men, commanders and supervisory personnel is the primary task of the
deputy commanders for political affairs.

85. All work of Red Army political entities and of the party and Komsomol
organizations must be directed toward successful execution of combat missions
assigned to each unit and subunit, toward a comprehensive strengthening of
one-man command and an elevation of the commander's role and authority, and
toward instilling in the personnel a love for the Motherland, courage,
staunchness and boldness.

Political workers must persistently master military knowledge, perfect such
knowledge and become experts in military affairs so that they can assume a
command position at any moment.

86. The tasks of political work in the Red Army are:

-~Strengthening the troops' political-moral state and military discipline in
Red Army units [chast']; conducting a merciless struggle against cowards,
panic-mongers, deserters and everyone who leaves combat positions without a
commander's order;

~-Instilling in the personnel a hatred for the enemy and a desire for his
merciless annihilation, and an unshakable readiness to fight courageously and
staunchly under all conditions, scorning death for the sake of victory over
the Motherland's enemies, and to honorably defend every inch of Soviet soil;

-~Instilling in fighting men and commanders a spirit of high political vigi-
lance and a need to protect the Red Army against the infiltration of spies and
saboteurs into its ranks;

-~Instilling in fighting men and commanders the desire to become experts of
their work, to master combat equipment to perfection, to love it, to safeguard
it carefully and not leave it for the enemy under any conditions;

—-Familiarizing personnel with Red Army combat actions and the heroic exploits
of its fighting men, commanders and political workers;

—--Strengthening unit combat traditions;

--Organizing mass political agitation and propaganda, political studies, mass
cultural work and reasonable rest for fighting men and commanders, and provid-
ing units with newspapers and journals;

--Organizing agitprop work among the local populace;

—-Studying the political-moral state

[Two pages missing]
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——Informing command and supervisory personnel about the political state of
their troops; about the enemy's status and his weak and strong points which
must be considered in combat; and about the political state of the combat
zone and sentiments of the local populace,

90. Prompt and truthful information about the state of a unit and about the
situation at the front is of great importance in political work, All command-
ers and political workers must organize political information both upward from
below and downward from above.

91, Deputy commanders for political affairs, political entities and political
workers must:

--Perform political work daily in rear units [chast'] and subunits, remedy the
deficiencies which are discovered and take steps to ensure that the rear func-
tions precisely and continuously in all tactical phases;

--Show special concern for feeding fighting men and commanders;

--Take steps for prompt manual evacuation of wounded from the battlefield and
for giving them aid, see that they are evacuated to the rear, and take steps
for prompt arrangements for the burial of those who fell in battle and for an
accurate accounting of losses;

—--Perform political work among the populace in close contact with local parti-
sans and soviet organizations;

~—Conduct agitprop work among the enemy troops and populace;
--Study the content and methods of enemy propaganda and take all steps to

organize counterpropaganda among friendly troops and the local populace.

Agitation and propaganda must be intelligible, specific, persuasive, active
and timely,

92, Political work with prisoners of war is performed by political entities
separately with enlisted men and separately with officers until they are evac-
uated from the front.

Chapter 6 — Troop Combat Support

93, Troop combat support is tasked to warn troops against the ground and air

enemy, and to give them freedom of actions and an opportunity to be committed

in an organized manner and in the most advantageous grouping.

Troop combat support consists of reconnoitering the enemy and terrain, provid-
ing security for the troops, organizing antiaircraft and antitank defense and

antichemical protection, and camouflaging troops, headquarters, and communica-

tions and logistical facilities,

Troop combat support is carried out continuously.
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1. Reconnaissance

94. Reconnaissance is a very important duty of commanders and staffs in all
instances of troop combat activity.

Information on the enemy, terrain and populace comprises the necessary data
for decisionmaking and for the most expedient employment of troops in combat.

Reconnaissance is performed continuously day and night.

The operations of reconnaissance units [chast'] or subunits must be bold and
active. The enemy can be forced to show his strength only by combat.

95. The purpose of reconnaissance:

--0f the enemy is to establish his location, strength, composition, grouping,
nature of fortifications, intentions and combat effectiveness;

--0f the terrain 1s to determine its features, condition of soil and routes,
and the extent to which the terrain affects the disposition and actions of
troops, especially tank units [chast' and soyedineniyel]l, as well as the use of
technical means of warfare;

--0f the area of impending combat actions is to clarify the political senti-
ments of the local populace; the economic, sanitary and veterinary status of
the area; and water supply conditions,

96. Reconnaissance is conducted across a broad front, but its main forces and
assets always must be employed on the main axis and against specific objec-
tives.

97. Reconnaissance must promptly provide the fullest and most reliable infor-
mation about the enemy.

Reconnaissance information is delivered immediately to the commander who
organized reconnaissance,

98. Information about the enemy must be carefully studied and checked as it
comes in by a comparison of data received from different sources.

FEven insignificant information often provides an opportunity to draw important
conclusions when it is correlated with other information.

The correctness of reconnaissance conclusions depends largely on a knowledge
of the enemy and conditions of the theater of military operations.

99, Contact with the enemy once established must not be broken. It is impor-
tant to determine a change in the composition of a given enemy grouping in a

timely manner, since this provides an opportunity for judging his intentions.

Systematic aerial surveillance is established over the most important enemy
groupings detected,
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100. Information about the enemy is collected by aerial and ground reconnais-
sance; by troop combat actions; by observation and listening; from prisomers,
deserters and the local populace; by partisans' combat actions in the enemy
rear; by communications intelligence; and by a study of captured documents,
correspondence and new weapons.,

Reconnaissance data also are received from higher headquarters and adjacent
units.

101, Aerial recownaissance is conducted by observation and photography.
Aerial photoreconnaissance, which permits studying reconnoitered objectives
with great reliability and completeness, is of greatest value,

102. Aerial reconnaissance is conducted by reconnaissance aviation in the
interests of the ground command, but it is also performed by other kinds of
aviation incidentally with the performance of their own missions.

Reconnaissance missions are assigned to fighter aviation when there is strong
opposition from the ailr enemy.

Reconnaissance data obtained by aviation are passed on immediately to all
interested combined-arms staffs and to the higher aviation staff.

Army aviation chiefly conducts battlefield reconnaissance. The overall depth
of reconnaissance is up to 100 km. Front reconnaissance aviation conducts
deeper reconnaissance-—up to 500 km,

Reconnaissance aircraft pass observation data by radio in the clear, encoding
only the designations of points; reports are received from the aircraft simul-
taneously by the radios of combined-arms and air staffs which sent the air-
craft on reconnaissance.

103. Ground recomnaissance provides an opportunity of determining with great-
est reliability the location, grouping, composition, numbering and combat
effectiveness of enemy units [chast'] and the system and nature of his forti-
fications; maintaining constant contact with the enemy; keeping continuous
track of actions and changes in his grouping as well as the development of
engineer work; obtaining the necessary information about the terrain and the
area of impending combat actions.

104, Reconnaissance is divided by kinds into operational, tactical, combat
and special reconnaissance.

Operational reconnaissance is organized by the army and front command element
and provides for obtaining the necessary information for decisionmaking. It is
conducted by aircraft, mobile troops, and radio facilities and supplemented by
data obtained from tactical reconnaissance and the combat actions of parti-
sans.

Tactical reconnaissance is organized by unit [soyedineniye and chast'] com-
manders. It is conducted by aircraft and ground troops. Tactical reconnais-
sance provides for obtaining the necessary data for troop use in impending
combat.
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Combat reconnaissance is conducted by all combat arms in areas of immediate
contact with the enemy and in combat.

Combat reconnaissance provides an opportunity for establishing the flanks,
boundaries and deployment of enemy combat formations, the grouping of his
artillery, tanks and other mobile units [chast'], the nature of enemy actions,
and the presence of defensive works, obstacles and minefields.

Special reconnaissance is organized by the chiefs of combat arms and services

and carried on to obtain data necessary for the combat employment of their own
combat arm, Special reconnaissance can be conducted as part of combined-arms

reconnaissance oy independently.

The results of special reconnaissance are passed immediately to the combined-
arms staffs.

105. Units [soyedineniye and chast'] conduct ground reconnaissance with
reconnaissance detachments, separate reconnaissance groups, separate recon-
naissance patrols, separate mounted patrols and dismounted reconnaissance sub-
units,

106. A recomnaissance detachment is formed from reconnaissance, rifle (motor-
ized rifle), ski and cavalry subunits from company (troop) to battalion
(cavalry regiment) in strength, reinforced by artillery, tanks (armored cars),
engineer subunits and chemical defense subunits.

The separate reconnaissance group is up to a company of tanks (armored cars)
reinforced by motorized infantry subunits, motorcycles and other assets.

The separate reconmnaissance patrol is from a squad to a platoon of infantry
or, in the tanks troops, a platoon of tanks (armored cars), reinforced by
motorized infantry and motorcycles,

The separate mounted patrol is from a cavalry platoon to a troop.

Dismounted reconnaissance subunits are dispatched when there is immediate con-
tact with the enemy, primarily for raids, with a strength of from a squad to a
company (one or two reinforced troops).

107, A reconnaissance detachment receives a zone for reconnaissance and con-
ducts reconnaissance by sending out reconnaissance patrols (mounted patrols),
with the strength of the patrol (mounted patrol) being from a squad (section)
to a platoon. The width of a reconnaissance zone is determined by the mis-
sion, strength and composition of the detachment, the road network and nature
of the terrain; it averages from 3 to 8 km,

A separate reconnaissance group, patrols and mounted patrols receive axes and
objectives for reconnaissance,

108. The distance of reconnaissance subunits from the unit [soyedineniye]
main body is determined by the reconnaissance mission and by the strength and
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composition of the subunits being dispatched, and it can reach:

—-Up to 8-10 km for a reconnaissance detachment and up to 25-30 km for a
motorized detachment;

--Up to 10-15 km for a separate reconnaissance group, separate mounted patrol
and separate reconnaissance patrol (motorized);

~-Up to 1-3 km for mounted reconnaissance patrols and reconnaissance patrols
sent out from a reconnaissance detachment.

109, Reconnaissance subunits penetrate the enemy reconnaissance and security
zone and gather information about his forces, They attempt to capture small
enemy groups while avoiding combat with his large forces,

110. Observation, being one of the most important methods of reconnaissance,
is organized by all combat arms under all conditions of their combat activity.

Observation is conducted both by specially assigned observers and by specially
assigned commanders. It must be continuous. Observation must be most vigi~-
lant in an area of immediate contact with the enemy and at night.

Observation is supplemented by listening.

Observation results of the combat arms are reported immediately to the
combined-arms headquarters.

111. Signal intelligence provides an opportunity for determining the location

of headquarters and the probable enemy grouping; intercepting radio messages;

and monitoring individual conversations, instructions and reports being passed
over wire facilities,

112. A systematic capture of prisoners must be arranged for purposes of
reconnaissance and checking data about the enemy grouping. All documents are
taken from prisoners and deserters. A brief interrogation of prisoners is
conducted immediately after their capture.

113. Commander's reconnaissance is conducted by commanders' personal observa-
tion from observation posts. It is performed without fail prior to making a
decision for combat.

During combat a commander must conduct personal observation of enemy and
friendly troop actions on the axis of main attack, personally interrogate cer-

tain prisoners, and inspect the most important captured enemy documents.

114, A unit [soyedineniye or chast'] commander must indicate to his staff
what he wants to know and by what time.

The staff draws up and organizes a reconnaissance plan based on the command-
er's decision and directions.
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Missions of political entities and special combat arms and services are con-
sidered in drawing up the reconnaissance plan.

A reconnaissance plan is updated and elaborated in the course of combat
actions,

115, The chief of staff personally assigns missions to the reconnaissance
subunits.

The following is indicated when the mission is assigned:

~-Information about the enemy;

~-Information about one's own and adjacent reconnaissance subunits;

~-The mission of the given reconnaissance subunit: what to determine where and
by what time;

-~When to go on reconnaissance; the zone, route or most important axis of
reconnaissance; end point or line; when to conclude reconnaissance and when to
return;

—~To whom and to where reports are to be submitted when and by what means of
communication; locations of message centers;

~~-Prearranged signals for communicating with aircraft;
-Password, reply and procedure for crossing the line of security units
[chast'].

The mission of the military unit [soyedineniye] is announced to the reconnais-
sance subunit commander only verbally and to that extent necessary for per-
forming the reconnaissance mission,

It is categorically prohibited to take combat documents and maps with notes
about the disposition of friendly forces along on reconnaissance.

2, Security

116. The missions of security are to prevent a surprise attack by the ground
or air ememy; to prevent enemy reconnaissance of troops being protected; to
give friendly forces time and favorable conditions for deployment and commit-

ment.

In all cases security must safeguard the troops against a surprise attack by
tanks and aviation.

117, Troops are provided security on the march by march security, when dis-
posed at a halt by security at the halt, and in combat by battle outposts.

Artillery and tanks are provided security by subunits assigned by instructions
of the senior commander.
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In addition, all combat arms organize local security under all conditions of
the tactical situation.

118. The forces and weapons assigned for security are determined by data on
the enemy, by the distance from the enemy, by the nature of impending actions,
by the composition and strength of the troops to be protected, and by terrain
and visibility conditions.

The number of troops strictly necessary is assigned to security.

119. 1In organizing security a staff is obligated to provide for the following
based on the commander's directions: strength, composition and special mis-
sions for the security units; time and procedure for them to move out and
shift from one form of security to another; methods of communicating with the
security units and procedure for notifying them about the situation.

3. Air Defense

120. Troop air defense 1is organized by commanders at all levels and has the
mission of combating enemy aircraft operating over the battlefield, along
troop movement and transportation routes, and in the unit, army and front
rear,

121. Troop air defense includes:
~~The air warning service;

~-A fire plan for special antiaircraft weapons (medium and small caliber anti-
aircraft artillery, antiaircraft machineguns) and the operation of antiair-
craft searchlights in their support;

--Combat actions of fighter aviation;

~—-A fire plan for small arms and ground artillery, employed in a number of
instances for firing on low-flying enemy aircraft;

--Measures for protection of troops and the rear reducing the effectiveness of
raids and contributing to the most rapid mop-up of the aftermath of air raids.

122. Regardless of the presence of special air defense weapons, military
units [chast'] must use their own resources to fight the air enemy. Continuous
observation of the air, constant readiness of weapons to repel the air enemy,
and timely measures of troop protection (splitting up, dispersing, camouflag-
ing, building shelters, and organizing fire protection as well as medical and
veterinary assistance) are mandatory for troops and the rear in any situation.

123. The troop air warning service has the mission of timely detection and
identification of aircraft; notification of units [chast'] and subunits of air
defense of the troops and the army rear as well as national air defense units
about the air danger; and vectoring fighter aircraft to the enemy., In addi-
tion, the troop warning service performs surveillance of the terrain and
reports the appearance of enemy tank, motorized and airborne units or detach-
ments.
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The troop air warning service must be performed in a 360 degree sector and it
consists of posts set up with unit [soyedineniye or chast'] headquarters as
well as in the unit, army and front rear.

Common numbering is established for all air observation posts of a division
(brigade).

In all combat situations army (unit [soyedineniye]) staffs establish communi-
cations with national air observation posts.

An air observation service is set up on the march and when disposed at a halt
with reconnaissance and security subunits and with the main body,

124, Radios of air observation posts and air defense units [chast'] and
radios especially assigned for receiving alert signals in unit [soyedineniye
or chast'] headquarters make up one common radio warning net and stand contin-
uous watch,

125, The fire of antiaircraft weapons has the purpose of destroying enemy
aircraft and parachute forces being landed.

Antiaircraft artillery and heavy-caliber antiaircraft machineguns can be
employed in special instances for reinforcing an antitank defense and repuls~
ing enemy infantry and cavalry which has penetrated to the vicinity of firing
positions,

126. The combat distribution of antiaircraft artillery is done with consider-
ation of most reliable support to the main grouping of tanks, artillery,
infantry or cavalry, and army second echelons. It is especially important to
cover defiles, crossings and corduroy roads on a troop movement route,

Antiaircraft artillery and antiaircraft machineguns in the unit and army rear
secure bridges, crossings, railheads, army bases and railroad junctions.

127. Antiaircraft groups of the armies cover an army's main grouping in the
initial position and in the attack,

The observation and warning service must be organized especially thoroughly at
a halt and in movement in order for the antiaircraft group to manage to pre-
pare promptly for opening fire against enemy aircraft and for troops to manage
to take necessary steps to reduce losses,

128. Fighter aviation covers the disposition, movement and combat actions of
friendly troops.

Choice of the method of fighter aviation actions depends on the assigned mis-
sion, conditions of the ground and air situation, and the strength of fighter

aviation,

Sorties by fighter units are flown by decision of their commanders.
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129. The mission assigned to a unit [soyedineniye] and the air and ground
situation are taken into account in drawing up the air defense plan,

The air defense plan establishes:
~-What to screen when, where and for what time;
~~-The air warning system;

——The distribution of air defense resources, their missions, procedure of dis-
placement by tactical (march) phases, and their control;

~-Organization of interworking of air defense resources;

~-Measures for protection of the troops and the rear using one's own
resources;

—~Interworking with the air defense system of adjacent units [chast'] and the
national air defense system.

Radio receivers tuned to the adjacent units' frequency are assigned in unit
[soyedineniye and chast'] headquarters for receiving radio signals from adja-
cent units. Signals received are immediately transmitted to the troops being
served,on one's own frequency.

130. The air alarm signal is given by an air observation post on detecting a
group of enemy aircraft (at least three).

It is categorically prohibited to use the "Air Alarm" signal for other pur-
poses.

The entire operating network of wire and radio communications is used for
transmitting signals from air observation posts.

Warning signals are transmitted above all precedence, All kinds of conversa-
tions (traffic) cease regardless of their precedence. The cessation of con-
versations occurs in response to the password "Air" (by telephone) or "yzp"
(by telegraph).

A warning signal received by a station (radio station, communications center)
is transmitted immediately to the nearest fighter aviation airfield, antiair-
craft weapons, subordinate units [chast'], adjacent units, the rear, higher
headquarters, the deputy commander of army artillery for PVO, and the nearest
national air observation post.

A radio signal from air observation posts is transmitted continuously for no
more than 30 seconds.

131, All antiaircraft weapons make ready for action in response to an air
alarm signal. Troops take the following steps while continuing to perform
their missions: subunits and machineguns specially assigned in each company
(battery, troop) make ready to conduct fire against airborne targets; air
observation is reinforced; medical aid stations prepare to give immediate
assistance.
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4, Antitank Defense

132. Antitank defense is organized by the senior unit commander and consists
of an observation and warning system; the organization of antitank fire eche-
loned in depth and creation of all kinds of obstacles; a countermancuver of
friendly antitank weapons; and measures to shelter the personnel,

Commanders at all levels also must organize antitank defense in all instances.

133, Antitank observation and warning is assigned to aircraft in the air, to
all security and reconnaissance subunits, and to air warning posts. They give
the signal "Tanks" on detecting the movement of enemy tank units.

134, The primary weapons for destroying tanks and repulsing a tank attack are
artillery fire, minefields, friendly tanks and combat aviation and, in addi~-
tion, antitank rifles at close ranges.

Antitank hand grenades, antitank mines and incendiary weapons are effective
infantry close combat weapons against tanks.

Natural and manmade antitank obstacles serve as a reliable protection against
tanks only in combination with fire.

Troops on the most important axes are reinforced by antitank regiments and
special antitank units [soyedineniye].

135. Troops always must be ready to repulse a tank attack. To do this they
must conduct continuous observation and keep all antitank weapons in constant
readiness for action.

Artillery firing positions should be selected on avenues of probable tank
attacks so that the bulk of artillery can participate in repulsing the tanks.
Firing positions are organized with antitank obstacles.

Staffs and command posts should be located in areas inaccessible to tankg.

136. 1In offensive combat and especially in a meeting engagement antitank guns
should be drawn up behind the attacking infantry and tanks in every way possi-
ble and there must be strong means of antitank defense on exposed flanks,

137. Troops in the defense take advantage of natural and manmade antitank
areas (the forest, settlements with stone structures, arcas protected by
marshy and flooded sectors, deep ditches and so on); and they organize a fire
plan with available regimental and antitank guns and antitank rifles in combi~-
nation with minefields and with engineer organization of the terrain.

138, If resources are available a mobile antitank reserve is assigned. It
consists of motorized subunits of antitank artillery, antitank rifles, and
combat engineers with mines and it is located on an avenue of probable enemy
tank actions.

42



In the defense axes of possible actions by the mobile antitank reserve are
reconnoitered and prepared in the engineer sense in advance (roads, bridges,
zones of fire).

Combat engineers are employed for laying mines and building engineer obstacles
on the avenues most accessible to tanks.

5, Antichemical Protection

139. The antichemical protection of troops is organized by commanders at all
levels and consists of measures for warning, for disrupting an enemy chemical
attack, for protection during the attack and for mopping up its aftermath.

140. The following is necessary for warning troops about an enemy chemical
attack:

——Collection of information about chemical offensive weapons and methods of
their employment and concentration by the enemy;

~-Terrain reconnaissance to establish contaminated sectors, to determine
chemically dangerous areas and to identify local features for organizing anti-
chemical protection,

—-Organization of chemical observation and warning;

—--Weather reconnaissance,

141, Measures of troop protection against chemical attack:

~-Disruption of the enemy's preparation or an attack which has begun by artil-
lery and mortar fire and by vigorous actions of ground troops and aviation;

—-Relief of units and subunits in case of prolonged chemical effects on the
troops;

~-Bypassing or crossing contaminated sectors;

——Use of individual and collective means of protection.

142, The following is necessary for mopping up the aftermath of a chemical
attack:

——Assistance to victims of toxic agents;

——Chemical decontamination of weapons, combat equipment, clothing, transport,
rations and forage, and water;

~-Determining the boundaries of contaminated sectors, denoting them with
clearly visible signs and markers, and warning troops about them;

-~Organization of passages on contaminated terrain or chemical decontamination
of contaminated sectors.

143. The antichemical protection plan is drawn up by the unit [soyedineniye
or chast'] staff. It includes:
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—~Organization of chemical reconnaissance, chemical and meteorological obser-
vation and warning;

--Measures to disrupt an enemy chemical attack;
—-Instructions on troop actions in case of chemical attack;

——Procedure for supplying troops with means of antichemical protection and for
use of local means;

--Distribution of antichemical protection subunits and their missions;
~—Organization of medical and veterinary assistance;

~--Organization of chemical decontamination of the terrain, weapons, hardware,
clothing and gear.

6. Camcuflage

144, Camouflage i1s a mandatory form of combat support to each action and
operation,

The missions of camouflage are to assure concealment of the maneuver and con~
centration of troops for the purpose of delivering a surprise attack; to mis-
lead the enemy relative to our forces, weapons, actions and intentions and
thus force him to make an incorrect decision.

145, Misleading the enemy is achieved:

—--By concealing real objects from enemy reconnaissance and observation;

~-By changing the external appearance of objects;

~-By setting up dummy objects and by feints;

—-By spreading false rumors;

~-By sound discipline and by artificial noises;

—-By camouflaging the operation of radios, by setting up dummy radio nets and

by radio deception.

Camouflage is based on principles of naturalness, diversity, continuousness
and activeness of camouflage measures,

146. The overall plan for camouflage measures is drawn up by the military
unit [soyedineniye] staff based on the concept of its commander. The plan
must indicate camouflage missions by separate phases of preparation and in
separate periods of combat, the nature of camouflage measures, the location
and time of their execution, and superiors responsible for execution of these
measures,

147, All camouflage measures are executed by the troops themselves, who must
be able to camouflage themselves to perfection. Commanders at all levels must
take all steps to conceal their units and subunits in all instances of combat
activity without awaiting special instructions.
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The Engineer Troops have the responsibility for installation of large-area
screens and the work of concealing especially important installations requir-
ing special preparation.

Successful concealment of troops requires their strictest observance of camou-
flage discipline.

A check of the status of troop camouflage is made by ground and air observa-
tion for verification and by aerial photography.

148, Dummy installations of operational importance are set up by engineer
troops reinforced by other combat arms.

Separate dummy facilities of a tactical nature are erected by the troops them-
selves by direction of the unit or subunit commanders.

Feints and the spreading of false rumors are accomplished only under the over-
all army and front plan of camouflage measures.

Chapter 7 - Offensive Combat

1. TFundamentals of Offensive Combat

149. A decision to defeat the enemy must be irrevocable and taken to comple-
tion. A desire for victory must be in the head and heart of every superior:
they must instil this resolve in all their subordinates,

The one who is bolder and more determined wins in combat.

150. The main objective of offensive combat is a total rout of the enemy.
This is achieved by hitting the enemy with powerful fire of all weapons and an
attack to the entire depth of his defense, as well as by the resolute forward
movement of the entire combat formation.

151. The nature of offensive combat depends on the mission being accom-
plished, the attacker's forces and weapons, the form of the enemy's defense

and strength of the enemy's resistance,

An attack requires the concentration of superior forces and weapons on the
axis of main attack.

152. Offensive combat can develop under various conditions:

~-Attack on an enemy who has prepared a defense in advance under field condi-
tions.

In this instance the attack will have the nature of a simultaneous neutraliza-
tion of the entire defense zone with a subsequent penetration, encirclement,
capture or annihilation of the enemy. Such an attack requires preliminary
preparation.




-~Attack on a fortified area or heavily fortified enemy positions.

In this instance the attack is conducted by the successive seizure of strong-
points and penetration of fortified zones. It requires powerful means of
destruction and a more lengthy preparation.

~--Attack on an enemy who assumed a hasty defense or who ie employing a mobile
defense, and on an enemy who is disorganized by previous fighting or has not
succeeded in occupying and setting up in a previously prepared fortified posi-
tion.

In this situation an immediate assumption of the offensive or a surprise
attack with a penetration of the enemy position is most expedient, This mis-
sion can be executed not only by rifle units [soyedineniye], but also by tank,
mechanized or cavalry units reinforced by artillery and supported by a power-
ful air strike,

In all instances the attack can begin either from a position of immediate con-
tact with the enemy or it can be preceded by an approach to the enemy's
defense zone.

153, An attack can have different forms: a frontal blow for the purpose of
penetration, close or deep envelopment, and a combination of them.

154. The frontal blow for the purpose of penetration is employed when the
enemy lacks exposed flanks. It is the most frequent form of offensive combat.

In penetrating a front the troops delivering the frontal blow have as their
primary mission annihilation of the enemy in the zone of penetration and the
formation of exposed flanks in the enemy disposition.

This is achieved:

--By a superiority in forces and weapons, and above all in artillery, mortars,
tanks and aircraft on the main axis;

—--By hitting the entire depth of the enemy defense with the fire of mortars,
artillery and aircraft;

—--By the incursion of tanks, tank-mounted assault forces and infantry into the
enemy disposition;

--By penetration of tank, mechanized and cavalry units [soyedineniye] into the
enemy rear;

--By splitting up the enemy combat formation into separate scattered sectors
with the annihilation or capture of their garrisons piecemeal;

~—~By resolute actions by airborne assault forces conducted 1in the
enemy rear.

The frontal blow for the purpose of penetration usually is organized and con-
ducted at the army (corps) level. In organizing the penetration, the army
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(corps) commander provides for its development in the depth or toward the
flanks for the purpose of defeating the enemy's main body.

155. The frontal blow for the purpose of penetration can be accomplished:

—TIn the form of an attack in one sector of the front with its subsequent
development in depth or toward one or both flanks; this form of the offensive
provides an opportunity of splitting the enemy front into two parts and anni-
hilating the enemy in detail by means of a deep or close envelopment of the
flanks which are formed;

——In the form of simultaneous attacks by concentrated forces in two sectors of
the front with a subsequent development of these attacks along converging
axes; this form of the offensive provides an opportunity of splitting the
enemy front into several parts with the subsequent encirclement and defeat of
their central grouping, and it is employed when the unit [soyedineniye] has a
considerable superiority in strength.

156. Depending on the situation, the frontal blow for the purpose of pene-
trating the enemy front can be accomplished:

~-By rifle units [soyedineniye] reinforced by mortars, artillery, tanks and
aircraft, with subsequent exploitation of the penetration by reinforced tank,
mechanized and cavalry units; '

--By tank and mechanized corps reinforced by howitzer and antiaircraft artil-
lery, aircraft, and heavy tanks where possible.

A penetration by tank or mechanized corps can be executed only when the enemy
has a weak antitank defense or if the enemy has not managed to prepare for
defense on the position he holds. :

157. The close envelopment is accomplished in fire coordination with units
[chast'] attacking from the front for the purpose of striking the enemy flank
and rear. One should strive for a close envelopment in any encounter with the
enemy and when a penetration of his front has formed,

158. The deep envelopment provides an opportunity of delivering an attack
directly against the rear of the enmemy combat formation and requires speed,
surprise and boldness of actions. It must be accomplished by rather large
forces with both their flanks secured without fail.

Tanks with tank-mounted assault forces, aviation, motorized infantry and
cavalry contribute to speed in executing a deep envelopment.

The deep envelopment should be employed every time an enemy flank is discov-
ered or when a flank has formed during combat.

159, The most decisive results can be achieved in an attack from a close or
deep envelopment of both enemy flanks.
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Commanders and troops always must execute a close or deep envelopment of enemy
flanks daringly and persistently.

160. The preparedness of units [chast'] for combat, thorough organization of
the attack itself and precise, firm command and control are of greatest impor-
tance for success of an attack.

This requires:
--Knowledge of the enemy and his defensive system;

~-Proper choice of the axis of main attack and the concentration of superior
forces and weapons on it}

~-Proper choice of time for beginning the attack with consideration of weather
conditions;

—Strict secrecy concerning the impending attack, a stealthy concentration and
movement of troops to the initial position, and surprise of the attack;

-~Continuous coordination of the combat arms assuring neutralization of enemy
personnel and destruction of enemy weapons and defensive works;

--Engineer organization of the initial position (roads, bridges, field works,
camouflage) ;

—-0Organization of continuous communications;

-~Organization of troop logistical support.

161, The attack frontage and width of the sector of main attack are deter-
mined by the assigned mission, by the available forces and means of neutrali-
zation, by terrain conditions and by the nature of the enemy defense. The
terrain must facilitate the interworking of combat arms and fullest employment
of artillery and tanks.

The main attack is delivered on an axis of decisive importance for routing the
main enemy grouping.

A secondary attack is delivered on an axis which threatens stability of the
enemy defense, for the purpose of diverting his reserves.

A division of average strength operating as part of an army's main grouping
receives a zone of advance of around 4 km and at least 3 km wide.

162. An army (corps) on the axis of main attack usually will have two eche-
lons.

Divisions (brigades) of the army (corps) first echelon and regiments (separate
battalions) in divisions (brigades) are given zones of advance and assigned

missions--immediate and subsequent--according to depth.

163. The army (corps) second echelon is employed for achieving continuity of
a powerful attack until total defeat of the enemy grouping under attack, for
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building up the force of the blow from the depth, for relieving first echelon
divigions which have suffered heavy losses, for exploiting and consolidating
success, and for repulsing an enemy counterblow.

The mission usually is assigned to units [soyedineniye] of the army (corps)
second echelon during combat. The division artillery of these units is used
for operations with the first echelon for the period of artillery preparation
and support of the attack on the axes of their probable employment.

The distance of the army (corps) second echelon from the first echelon must
assure the second echelon's prompt commitment. Depending on terrain, divi-
sions of the army second echelon are disposed 7-12 km from the front line of
first echelon divisions.

The interworking of the second echelon with artillery, tanks and aircraft is
prepared before the second echelon's commitment and is updated on receipt of a
mission.

2, Troop Movement to Initial Position for the Attack and Organization of
Reconnaissance

164, Newly arriving troops earmarked for an offensive are disposed in concen-
tration areas providing a concealed location 25-30 km from the breakthrough
sector.

In order to preserve concealment troops arriving by railroad detrain far from
concentration areas and across a broad front.

All movements to concentration areas take place only at night.

165, The movement of attacking troops to the enemy defensive zone can take
place:

--By the troops' stealthy occupation of an initial position for the attack
during the night, when opposing sides already are in immediate combat contact;

~~During combat actions of the main body when it is pursuing an enemy with-
drawing his troops for occupation of a new defensive line;

--By an approach march of the main body and combat of advance guards, when the
enemy has succeeded in breaking off contact and taking up a defense at a con-
siderable distance from the attacking troops.

166. 1In organizing ground and aerial reconnaissance, first study the data on
the enemy already available to the troops and assign missions to reconnais-
sance for clarifying his grouping of forces, weapons and defense system to its
entire depth.

All forms of reconnaissance must be used to establish the stromg and weak
places in the defense (strongpoints, intervals, boundaries, flanks); where
weapons, reserves, tanks,and command and observation posts are located; what
kind of antitank and antipersonnel obstacles there are and where.
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Special importance is assumed by reconnaissance of the enemy forward edge of
defense for the purpose of uncovering the fire plan, antitank and antiperson-
nel obstacles, and mined sectors and determining the presence of permanent
installations.

167. Aerial reconnaissance is employed for uncovering the entire enemy
defense system,

Systematic and repeated, continuous photography of the enemy defense zone is
mandatory in all instances.

By the moment the decision is made for an attack, commanders of all units
[chast'] operating on the main axis down to the commanders of [combined-arms]
and artillery battalions inclusive are provided with large-scale maps or
mosaics augmented by data from all forms of reconnaissance. Such charts and
mosaics must be sent out no later than 2-3 days before the beginning of an
offensive,

168, Reconnaissance of enemy defense is conducted continuously. It must
detect possible enemy regroupings, clarify approaches and obstacles ahead of
the forward edge of the defense zone and capture prisoners (night raids).

Artillery, tank, chemical, engineer and signal reconnaissance is conducted
simultaneougly with combined-arms (infantry) reconnaissance; all its data must
be used immediately by the combined-arms staff.

169. Commander's (senior commanders') reconnaissance is organized without
fail prior to making a decision for combat. Tt is conducted stealthily and
must not reveal our intentions to the enemy.

Previously organized observation of the enemy is reinforced.
Command personnel are assigned as observers on the axis of main attack.

170. An attack from an area of immediate contact with the enemy usually is
preceded by a regrouping of forces executed under a plan approved by the army
commander,

Troop regroupings must be as simple as possible, carried out in short periods
of time and executed in secrecy from the enemy, primarily at night.
The plan for a regrouping of troops must provide for:

--Concentration areas and initial areas prior to a relief of units [chast']
holding the positions;

~-Movement routes and areas for day halts;
~-Beginning and end of regrouping for each unit [soyedineniye] separately;

--Sequence of regrouping and traffic control on movement routes;
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~~Organization of continuous communications (by wire, by mobile means and by
radio signals);

-~Measures for ground and air cover.

Screening units [chast'] move above all to support a concentration of troops
in case the enemy moves into the offensive, then the artillery and other units
of the main grouping move, Tanks move last of all.

171. Units [soyedineniye and chast'] which have regrouped for delivering the
main attack receive all necessary data on the enemy before arriving in the
areas of the initial position,from the units previously located there.

172, The disposition of an attacker in an area of immediate contact with the
enemy provides great opportunities for thorough reconnaissance, for a study of
the defense and for advance preparation of the attack., Steps must be taken to
keep one's intentions from being revealed to the enemy prematurely. To this
end it is prohibited to assign subunits to reconnaissance and battle outposts
from the troops being newly assembled or to increase the number of aircraft
sorties for reconnaissance. Reconnaissance and battle outposts must be accom-
plished by troops who previously occupied this sector of the front.

Under the given conditions preparatory measures may occur in the following
sequence:

--Preparation and organization of terrain as a springboard for the attack (the
building of roads and bridges, development of fire trenches, connecting pas-
sages, troop shelters and firing positions, and camouflage);

—--Organization of communications and control; organization of command and
observation posts;

—--Delivery of the ammunition, fuel and equipment necessary for the attack;
organization of field depots;

—-—-Arrival of troops from the depth and occupation of an initial position for
the attack.

All these measures must be carried out while strictly observing camouflage.

173. Units [soyedineniye or chast'] advancing from the depth to initial areas
are disposed in concealment outside of effective enemy artillery fire in the
last march so as to have the opportunity of occupying the initial position for
the attack after a short night march. The artillery's deployment at new fir-
ing positions must be completed no later than 24 hours before the beginning of
an attack,

Artillery must screen the troops in occupying an initial position for the
attack and secure them against an enemy counterblow.

To this end the artillery advances in echelons; after organizing a fire plan

the first echelons screen the deployment of the subsequent echelons of
combined-arms units [soyedineniye] and artillery units [chast'].
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The units [soyedineniye or chast'] occupy the initial position 24 hours before
the beginning of an attack under the plan approved by the army commander so as
to give attacking troops time to study the terrain, the enemy and the attack
objectives.

174. Relief of troops must be especially concealed, thoroughly organized and,
as a rule, conducted at night.
Commanders of the divisions (brigades) being relieved must:

--Pass on to the relief units all data on the enemy, his fortifications, weap-
ons, minefields, and antipersonnel and antitank obstacles;

~-~Pass on thelir own diagrams of fortifications and minefields;

--Draw up, together with the commander of the relief division (brigade), a
plan for relief of units [chast'] indicating the relief sequence, initial
areas, routes, and distribution of connecting passages;

—--Prepare guides;
--Secure the units being relieved against a surprise enemy attack;
—-Transfer primary lines of wire communications;

—--Report the relief to the senior commander.

Commanders of the relief divisions (brigades) must:
—-Thoroughly study all situation data;

~-Draw up a plan for relief of units together with the commander of the divi-
sion (brigade) being relieved;

--Organize the concealed approach of units for relief;
—-Follow the prescribed sequence and routes;

~-Report acceptance of the sector to the senior commander.

In case of an enemy attack during a relief the commander of the division (bri-
gade) being relieved controls combat.

175. The movement of attacking troops to a defense zone, during combat against
an enemy screening the withdrawal of his forces to a new defense line, is
accomplished in combat formations. The movement consists of a rapid surmount-
ing of enemy resistance on lines, inflicting local defeats on him, and pre-
venting him from occupying and organizing a defense on a planned basis, so as
to burst into the defense zone on the heels of retreating troops.

In case the enemy nevertheless has succeeded in halting attacking troops ahead
of a defense zone, further attack is conducted as from an area of immediate

contact with the enemy.

176, 1If the enemy occupies a defense zone a considerable distance from the
attacking troops, the approach to it consists of crossing obstacles, routing
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the forward enemy units [chast'] and battle outposts and moving troops to con-
centration areas for subsequent deployment,

In this case the approach to the enemy defense zone is accomplished under
cover of advance guards and air defense weapons and accompanied by all means
of ground and aerial reconnaissance.

177. The mission of advance guards in approaching the enemy defense zone is:
—-To cross obstacles and rout the units [chast'] defending them;

--To rout battle outposts and establish contact with the main defense zone;
--To reconnoiter its forward edge;

~--To seize a favorable line for supporting the main body's deployment,

178. The actions of advance guards in approaching the enemy defense zone must
be bold and resolute.

Advance guards receive the attachment of strong artillery, mortars, tanks,
combat engineers and means of antichemical protection.

Advance guards must be supported by aviation.
Advance guards assign special breaching teams to support their advance.

Advance guards must strive to occupy a line for the main body's deployment as
close as possible to the forward edge of the defense zone and to seize points
providing for observation in the enemy's direction.

If the defense has been caught unawares, is not ready or is weakly occupied
the advance guard must burst into the enemy's defense zone on the heels of his
retreating security forces.

The division (brigade) commander must follow the development of advance guards'
combat attentively, and promptly determine the ultimate mission of their
attack.

179. The speed with which the main body crosses an obstacle zone depends on
the speed of the advance guard's forward movement, of clearing the terrain and
of restoring roads and bridges.

Special breaching teams from infantry, combat engineer and antichemical sub-
units, supplied with all necessary means, are dispatched for clearing the ter-
rain behind the advance guards. Their missions are to organize passages in
obstacles for the main body's unhindered movement and to clear the areas of
the main body's deployment and initial lines for the attack.

The successful crossing of obstacles demands thorough reconnaissance. All
objects, facilities or structures left by the enemy must be inspected and
rendered harmless,




Special subunits of combat engineers and infantry are assigned for restoring
roads and bridges.

180. The main body concentrates in sheltered places while advance guards are
fighting enemy security forces. A portion of the main body's artillery,
including long-range artillery, deploys for supporting advance guard actions.

The main body must be ready to repulse enemy counterattacks, especially tank
counterattacks and attacks from the air. It is necessary to rout an enemy who
has moved into a counterattack and to burst into the defense zone on his heels.

181. When a decision for an attack has been made the troops immediately begin
preparing initial positions for the attack as close to the enemy as possible,
Firing positions, command posts and observation posts are organized, communica-
tions is set up, and slit trenches, covered positions and connecting passages
are dug for this purpose.

3. Organization of Frontal Blow for Penetration
182. The decision by an army (corps) or division (brigade) commander for a

penetration specifies:

——Immediate and subsequent missions for the army (corps) and division (bri-
gade);

--Axis and sector of main and secondary attacks;

~-Grouping and missions of the troops;

--Organization of the artillery and air offensive;

--Measures for troop combat support and for repulsing enemy counterattacks;

—-Directions for the rear: where to have what kind of supplies, rates of
expenditure and delivery sequence;

~-Organization of control;

~-Time for beginning of attack.

183. The army (corps) commander exercises immediate control over combat of
military units [soyedineniye] on the main axis. Divisions (brigades) operating

on a secondary axis (or sector of the front) remain in immediate subordination
to the army (corps) commander or are placed together in an operations group.

All instructions for the penetration must be issued so that at least 24 hours
remain for arranging coordination on the ground between the infantry and the

artillery, tanks and aircraft before the beginning of the attack.,

184. Seizure of the second defense zone must be included in the tactical plan
when penetrating a deliberate defense.

185, The army (corps) commander sets the day and hour for beginning of the
attack, which is made known to subordinate commanders by a special instruction,

54



186. Artillery and mortars prepare and support the offensive and attack to
the entire depth of the defense zone penetration,

An artillery offensive consists of the continuous support of infantry by
massed effective artillery and mortar fire throughout the period of an attack.
Artillery and mortar fire must lead the infantry and tanks into the attack
from one defense objective to another,

An artillery offensive is subdivided into periods:
~—Preparation of the attack,
~-Support of the attack,

~~Support of infantry and tank actions in the depth of the enemy defense.

Artillery preparation has the purpose of disorganizing enemy control and
observation, disrupting the defensive fire plan and making passages in obsta-
cles even before the attack begins. It usually is conducted on the day of the
attack and is a very important means of its support.

Artillery support [podderzhka)] has the mission of preventing the enemy from
re-establishing the disrupted fire plan and neutralizing weapon emplacements
which come alive with the beginning of an attack, and supporting the rush of
the infantry and tanks into the attack and capture of strongpoints on the
enemy's first line of defense,

Artillery support [obespecheniye] to development of combat in the depth has
the purpose of providing the attacking troops with effective and continuous
assistance in overcoming enemy resistance in the depth of the defense and,
maneuvering by fire and movement, accompanying the infantry and tanks from one
objective to another to the entire depth of the attack,

187. Artillery and mortars perform the following missions in the period of
artillery preparation:

~-Destroy detected antitank guns and neutralize areas of their probable loca-
tiong
--Destroy flanking weapon emplacements and neutralize weapon emplacements

firing to the front and enemy personnel in trenches;

—-Demolish the most important fortifications and make passages in antiperson-
nel and antitank obstacles if the tanks themselves have no opportunity to make
them;

--Neutralize tactical reserves and observation and command posts and demolish
communications centers;

—-Destroy or neutralize enemy artillery,
Artillery and mortars are employed with the maximum rate of fire in accomplish-

ing these missions. It is prohibited to employ a more powerful piece or rounds
if a given target can be destroyed by a mortar or a piece of lesser power.

Artillery preparation can vary depending on development of the defense,
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In the absence of permanent installations in the enemy defense plan, the pri-
mary form of artillery preparation is a massed fire strike against decisive
defense sectors on the forward edge and in the depth.

Artillery preparation can begin as a surprise, brief but powerful fire assault
(10-15 minutes) against the entire depth of defense to disorganize control
(break up communications, smash headquarters) and observation and to inflict
damage on enemy artillery and personnel caught unawares., Individual detected
weapon emplacements are destroyed by deliberate fire in the interval between
fire assaults.

The direct fire of individual 45-mm to 152-mm pieces, drawn up secretly in
advance to a distance of 500-1,000 m from the forward edge of enemy defense,
is used to demolish reinforced-concrete pillboxes and earth-and-timber pill-
boxes on the forward edge of enemy defense. These pieces are located in cov-
ered emplacements prepared for them.

With considerable development of enemy fortifications, their destruction will
comprise a special period of artillery preparation, Destroying fortifica-
tions, making passages in obstacles and neutralizing enemy artillery and
mortars also can be partially accomplished during preparation of the offensive
on the eve of the attack.

In a number of instances there will be an opportunity to employ a night artil-
lery preparation and to complete it at dawn prior to the attack.

To lead the enemy astray with respect to the moment of the beginning of an
attack, it is advisable to conduct dummy transfers of fire in the period of
artillery preparation, combining them at times with feints by strong recon-
naissance units [chast'].

188, 1In all instances artillery preparation of the attack concludes with a
fire assault against the forward edge and sectors of the immediate depth of
defense,

The transfer of artillery fire from the forward edge into the depth of defense
must preclude any possibility of a separation between the end of artillery
preparation and beginning of the attack, Therefore a transfer of artillery
fire is done only after a check to see that the infantry has moved into the
initial position and is ready for the attack.

When artillery fire is transferred into the depth the direct fire of mortars
and pieces against the forward edge is stepped up and conducted to the last

opportunity,

Duration of artillery preparation is determined by the amount of concentrated
guns, mortars and ammunition and the nature of enemy fortifications.

Artillery preparation is reinforced by the actions of combat aircraft.
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The conduct of artillery preparation must not be stereotyped either with
respect to the time of its beginning and end or with regard to the methods of
conducting fire,

189, Artillery and mortars perform the following missions in the period of
support to the attack of infantry and tanks:

~-Infantry close-support artillery and some mortars transfer fire into the
depth and to the flanks to give fire cover to the infantry and tanks attacking
the forward edge and strongpoints of the first line of defense;

—-Regimental and antitank artillery and individual pieces of division artil-
lery use direct fire to destroy newly detected weapons and weapons which have
come to lifej;

~-Long~range artillery together with aircraft conducts counterbattery fire,
blinds distant observation posts, and destroys reserves, communications cen-
ters and headquarters,

Depending on the nature of enemy defense, completeness of information about
the disposition of defense weapons and the amount of friendly artillery,
artillery support [podderzhka] can have different forms:

——Rolling barrage;

~-Successive fire concentration against the most important defense installa-
tions}

--Use of these two forms of fire together.

In all instances artillery and mortars must be ready for a rapid and powerful
concentration of fire against defense sectors offering the most stubborn
resistance.

190. As a rule, artillery preparation and support [podderzhka] of the attack
before the artillery begins to move forward must be conducted using the ammu-
nition stacked on the ground,

191, Artillery and mortars perform the following missions in the period of
the development of combat in the depth:

—-Infantry close-support artillery and some mortars successively neutralize
enemy resistance ahead of the attacking troops' frontage as well as those sec-
tors on the flanks and in the depth of defense from which enemy fire pressure
and observation is being conducted or is possible; they prevent his counterat-
tacks and cut off the enemy's withdrawal routes;

--Long-range artillery continues counterbattery fire, neutralizes strongpoints
in the depth of defense, and prevents the maneuver of reserves;

--Regimental artillery, antitank artillery and individual pieces of division
artillery, moving in the infantry combat formations, use direct fire to
destroy weapons hindering the infantry's advance and repulse enemy tank coun-
terattacks, '
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When the infantry has taken strongpoints of the first line of enemy defense
infantry close~support artillery changes positions, moving forward by echelon so
that the greater part of the artillery can support the infantry and tanks con-
tinuously with its fire and so that no more than one~third of the artillery is
moving to new firing positions.

Detachments for accompaniment of artillery can be assigned to each artillery
group from rifle and combat engineer subunits by instructions of the army
(corps) commander and division (brigade) commanders to support the artillery's
rapid movement in combat and to cover it.

Infantry (cavalry) always must assist and help out in combat the artillery
attached to or supporting them.

With the development of combat in the depth a portion of the infantry close-
support artillery is resubordinated to the commanders of rifle regiments (sep-
arate battalions). The division (brigade) commander keeps the necessary num-
ber of batteries in his hands for direct pressure on the enemy by means of
concentrated fire,

Regardless of the subordination of artillery, senior artillery commanders must
be ready to unite in their hands the actions of supporting and reinforcing
artillery against the most important defensive points in the period of combat
in the depth of enemy defense.

192, Special tank support guns for the purpose of combating enemy antitank
guns and tanks and accompanying friendly tanks by movement are assigned to
support a tank penetration through the forward edge of defense and combat in
the depth.

193, The army (corps) commander distributes attached artillery among divi-
sions (brigades); determines the make-up of the army (corps) artillery group
and its division into subgroups; establishes the procedure for deployment and
artillery's readiness time for opening fire; determines the beginning of an
artillery offensive, duration of artillery preparation, procedure for support
[podderzhka] of an attack and support [obespechniye] of combat in the depth,
and ammunition expenditure; approves the firing position areas for the army
(corps) artillery group; and establishes the procedure for resubordination of
subgroups to division (brigade) commanders as combat progresses.

In addition the army (corps) commander assigns missions to the army (corps)
artillery group for countering enemy artillery, for neutralizing deep
reserves, for disrupting the work of the rear, for preparing a fire conceatra-
tion on the most important axes, for isolating penetration sectors, and for
demolishing especially strong enemy defensive works.

194, The division (brigade) commander determines the make-up of infantry
close-support artillery groups and approves their firing position areas,
establishes the procedure for resubordinating artillery to regimental (separ-
ate battalion) commanders as combat progresses, and determines the procedure
for mutual orientation of artillery, tanks and infantry.
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The division (brigade) commander assigns missions on the ground for destruc-
tion of the most important fortifications; for destruction and neutralization
of the antitank and antipersonnel defensive fire plan in sectors which are of
great importance for the entire unit [soyedineniye]; for supporting the attack
on the forward edge and for supporting infantry and tank actions as combat in
the depth progresses,

195, Tanks attached to divisions (brigades) on the axis of the army (corps)
main attack are employed in close coordination with the infantry as its close-
support tanks. Tank actions must be bold and daring,

The primary mission of tanks is to destroy enemy infantry and gun and mortar
crews and support the advance of attacking friendly infantry to the entire
depth of the enemy defense,

Tanks are committed only after sufficient fire preparation,

Separate breakthrough tank regiments armed with heavy tanks operate in close
coordination with the infantry and artillery as a means of reinforcement for
penetrating a defense. After accomplishing the penetration mission these
regiments assemble in concentration areas to repel possible enemy counterat~
tacks,

One combat engineer company is attached to each tank brigade and an engineer
battalion is attached to larger tank units [soyedineniye] for clearing mines
from the terrain in the zone of tank attack and for making passages across
obstacles.

A tank attack must be sudden, massive and continuous. It is prepared, sup-
ported and accompanied by artillery and mortar fire and by aircraft to the
entire depth of penetration,

196. When a forward edge of defense is located behind natural barriers or
behind powerful antitank obstacles, tanks attack after the infantry breaks the
forward edge of defense in coordination with artillery, mortars and aircraft
and supports the tanks in crossing antitank obstacles.

197. Air actions in offensive combat develop in the form of an air offensive,
which consists of two periods:

--Preparation of the attack;

-—Support of the attack and actions by infantry and tanks in the depth of the

enemy defense,

Air preparation has the purpose of exhausting enemy troops by continuous day
and night attacks from the air; neutralizing identified enemy weapons before
the beginning of an attack; breaking up communications and disrupting controlj;
and demoralizing enemy troops.
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It begins long before the beginning of the offensive with night operations by
lone aircraft across a broad front and with day attacks by groups of aircraft
against concentrations of enemy troops and their strongpoints; it concludes
immediately before the attack of ground troops with a mass attack by major air
forces in the sector selected for delivery of the main attack.

Air support of the attack and actions of infantry and tanks in the depth of
the enemy defense consists of the periodic neutralization by attack and bomber
aircraft of enemy weapons hindering our troops' advance at the call of
combined-arms and tank commanders or at the initiative of the air unit
[soyedineniye] commander. The appearance of attack aircraft and bombers
should be timed for the moments friendly artillery fire weakens. In addition,
by attacking the enemy's tactical reserves aircraft secure the friendly
troops' offensive against enemy counterattacks.

198. Aircraft perform the following missions in the period of air preparation
of an attack:
—-Destruction of enemy artillery at firing positions;

--Neutralization, demoralization and exhaustion of enemy troops located in the
defense zonej

~-Neutralization of identified antitank guns and operations against thelr sup-
posed locations;

--Disruption of control by strikes against communications centers;
~-Disorganization of supply on lines of communication;

—-Screening the main grouping of friendly troops,in the initial position for
an attack, against air strikes.

199. Aircraft perform the following missions in the period of attack and com-
bat in the depth of the defense zomne:

—-Neutralization of enemy artillery and a