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AIR-FORCE OFFICIAL URGES COMMAND PERSONNEL TO ACCEPT GREATER RESPONSIBILITY

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (signed to press 3 Jun
85) pp 1-3

[Article by Honored Military Pilot USSR Col Gen Avn A. Borsuk, Air Forces
deputy commander in chief for combat training: "Measure of Responsibility"]

[Text] Results of combat and political training as well as aviation personnel
socialist competition in honor of the 40th anniversary of the Great Victory
during the winter period of training and for honoring in a worthy manner the
27th CPSU Congress attest to the fact that the military collectives of units
and subunits have achieved a considerable increase in combat readiness thanks
to a thorough understanding of the complexity and responsibility of the tasks
facing them, firm military discipline, organization and cohesiveness,
selflessness and purposefulness on the part of each serviceman in military
labor, close teamwork and coordination on the part of all echelons of command,
control and support.

Just as in the past, Communists and Komsomol members march in the vanguard of
competition leaders, by their example of conscientious performance of military
duty, zeal and enthusiasm mobilizing personnel to master the heights of
professional knowledge and combat expertise and to accomplish thorough mastery
of Marxist-Leninist theory -- a powerful ideological weapon in the struggle
against the hostile ideology of imperialism. The collectives led by officers
P. Zaytsev, A. Kornev, A. Lyskov, A. Mazepo, V. Pismennyy, N. Popov and A.
Tsarkov have achieved excellent results in combat and political training.

These subunits' paramount attention is devoted to flight, weapon and tactical
training of combat pilots, as well as political and military indoctrination,
plus specialized training of personnel. Officers and warrant officers,
noncommissioned officers and enlisted personnel are well aware that combat
readiness is an objective indicator of the quality of the work performance of
each serviceman. It clearly reflects the level of military technical
knowledgeability and professional expertise as well as the moral-psychological
and physical preparedness of aviation personnel for immediate, decisive
actions in the difficult conditions of modern war.

At the same time, seeking to attain high levels of military proficiency,
aviation personnel are deeply aware of the fact that combat readiness is a



state which depends on many transient factors: on continuously evolving
science, technology, and weapons, the degree of proficiency, moral-political
and combat qualities of personnel, excellent discipline and vigilance, and a
thorough understanding by each serviceman of his role in defending the
interests of the socialist homeland.

As these and other factors evolve and change, combat readiness continuously
improves, with new elements being added, elements brought by practical
realities and which inevitably dictate a new approach to and new demands on
combat training of aviation units. It is quite obvious that one must possess
thorough knowledge of the dialectics of societal development, of military and
specialized subjects, and apply them correctly in a practical manner in order
to meet today's demands, to understand the situation well, to feel the pulse
of domestic and international affairs, and correctly to organize the training
and indoctrination process.

Experience indicates that different combat collectives, operating identical
equipment in identical conditions, produce different and at times sharply
differing results during testing and inspection. USSR Minister of Defense MSU
S. L. Sokolov states: "This is not due to objective circumstances alone.
Everything lies first and foremost in command personnel, in the level of their
leadership, in their attitude toward their duties, in their ability to lead
others. It is exceptionally important for an officer to be ready and willing
to assume the entire burden of responsibility for a decision. This is
particularly essential in a combat situation, since one must answer not only
for one's decisions but also for the outcome of battle and for the lives of

one's men."

As a representative and agent of the party and Soviet State, the one-man
commander, regardless of the position he holds, bears personal responsibility
for the proficiency and combat readiness of the collective he leads and for
everything his men and he himself do. The commander monitors to ensure strict
observance of Soviet laws and military regulations and establishes mutual
relations with his men and organizes their combat and political training in
conformity with Soviet laws and military regulations and within the framework
of their demands, supported in his daily activities by the party and Komsomol
organizations and the strength of the community. Here too a number of very
important, closely interlinked items arise, which determine in large measure a
correct and precise understanding by each serviceman of his place in the
military aviation collective. What constitutes the commander's responsibility
to society, what is the role of the collective in the commander's development,
and how does he influence his men's efficiency in carrying out their assigned

tasks?

Since relations in our military collectives are organized on a foundation of
the requirements of Soviet laws, military regulations and the military oath of
allegiance, naturally each serviceman possesses certain obligations and
corresponding rights. Consequently, having sworn allegiance to the homeland
and to his people, he bears first and foremost legal responsibility, which
presupposes that measures will be taken in response to offenses committed
within the framework of military regulations or Soviet laws.




At the same time socialist moral and ethical principles prevail in our
society, and relations of comradeship, mutual assistance and mutual respect
develop. They govern the serviceman's consciousness and conduet in his daily
life, job-related activities, and combat work wherever he may be and whatever
he may be doing. Thus he also bears moral responsibility to his collective
for all his actions and deeds. His moral and ethical countenance, his human
qualities, level of self-awareness and thought process, and professional
integrity are manifested particularly strongly in his attitude toward his
duty, his assigned task, his superiors and subordinates, his comrades and
everything around him. :

This applies especially to leader personnel empowered to command others, to
train and indoctrinate personnel, to issue them orders and instructions, and
to verify their execution. Authority and responsibility, both legal, moral,
and party, are in an indissoluble unity precisely here. And the higher the
leadership position a commander holds, the greater the responsibility he bears
before society and the socialist state. This means that a commander should
first and foremost thoroughly understand and be deeply aware of what the
homeland and party demand of him, that he have the national interest at heart,
with the party fervor of a genuine Communist, that he combat any and all
manifestations of indifference, complacency, and deceit in all areas of the
daily life and combat training of the military collective he leads, that he
not permit a discrepancy between word and deed, that he not fear to accept
full responsibility for a decision he has made or order he has given, that he
consider the opinion of the collective, that he teach it and learn from it,
and that by personal example he inspire his men to accomplish difficult combat
training tasks.

Aviation units and subunits in our Air Forces are headed as a rule by highly-
educated, ideologically conditioned, politically mature combat pilots. They
possess a consummate mastery of combat equipment and weapons, are well trained
and prepared in an operational-tactical respect, and skillfully pass on their
knowledge and experience to their subordinates. They are distinguished by
personal modesty and sociability as well as a strict attitude toward
themselves and their subordinates in solving any problems which arise.

Fairly recently, for example, Military Pilot 1st Class Lt Col G. Fokin took
over command of a unit. The collective under his command successfully
accomplished the combat training tasks of the first period of training and is
presently working hard to complete the year's tasks. We shall state frankly
that in the past this unit did not enjoy any particular degree of success in
combat and political training. The new regimental commander and his deputy
commander for political affairs specified a number of organizational measures
in connection with this, and the staff officers sought to ensure that subunit
personnel mastered their job duties well and had a clear idea of the ultimate
performance level they were to reach by year's end. The party and Komsomol
organizations went to work, giving much assistance to the command authorities
and actively influencing the course of combat training and socialist
competition.

Firm observance of regulations has been established in the unit, solid
discipline and a healthy moral atmosphere are being maintained, which is




helping personnel achieve excellent quality in their military training and
steadily improve their job-related skills and combat readiness. A methods
council is in active operation, which discusses urgent matters pertaining to
flight training methods, tactics and combat employment, equipment maintenance
and flight operations support, as well as training of instructor personnel.

Special attention is devoted to selection and placement of cadres. Candidates
are thoroughly discussed, for example, for promotion to the position of flight
commander or servicing and maintenance group chief. Principal attention is
focused on professional competence and methods abilities as well as the
ideological-moral and psychological qualities of a candidate for promotion.
Following assignment to a new position, the development of a young leader is
continuously monitored by the command authorities, but without excessively
close, petty supervision, which develops in the novice commander passivity,
lack of initiative, sluggishness of thinking and, ultimately, a lack of
responsibility as well. The young commander obtains from his older and more
experienced comrades requisite counsel, recommendations and advice on how best
to proceed in difficult and debatable matters, but he makes the decision
himself, in conformity with his authority and responsibility. Thus a solid
foundation of forming and shaping command cadres is laid down. This also
comprises a party-minded approach to things.

Experience indicates that if a commander treats the collective and each member
with respect, the collective will reciprocate. Lt Col G. Fokin went through
all stages of professional growth in his regiment, becoming very close to the
collective, knows each individual well, and each man knows him as a decent,
responsive person, a solicitous commander and an excellent pilot. It is
therefore not surprising that the men received the'news of his appointment to
the position of regimental commander as the most self-evident, logical fact.
The commanding officer has succeeded in sparking the interest of the
collective, in focusing it on accomplishing large and responsible tasks, while
the men, clear about what is required of them and profoundly aware of the
significance of their labor, have concentrated all efforts on achieving the
stated goal. The process of gradual but sure advance by the collective and
its commanding officer began in a situation of close contact, with mutual
influence on one another. This is attested by the results of performance
evaluation for the first six months, during which aviation personnel displayed
stable results in all categories of combat and political training. Personnel
intend to achieve even higher performance levels, devoting principal attention

to quality of training.

At this point we should like to mention that the commanding officer, who
possesses good organizer abilities and is equipped with progressive ideas,
unquestionably can accomplish a great deal. The collective in turn, deeply
aware of the significance of these ideas and embracing them as their own, can
achieve more. With correct leadership and mutual persistence, success is
achieved much more rapidly and with less expenditure of effort and resources.
But a mistake is being made by that commander who considers that all the
achievements of his men are entirely due to his own position and organizer
abilities. It is precisely the collective which, by its labor, raises him
higher, creates his authority, and bears moral responsibility for this. He
must understand this well, appraise his work performance self-critically, in a




party-minded manner, in order not to take total credit for the achievements of
the collective and not to come into conflict with it. Otherwise subordinates
will quickly grasp the motives behind their leader's conduct and will not
forgive this breach of trust. Thus the conscience of the commander and the
conscience of the collective become the principal measuring stick of ethical
and moral actions and aspirations as well as mutual moral responsibility.

In conditions of a steady increase in the scale and complexity of the combat
training tasks performed by aviation units and subunits, the role of
responsibility for the results of one's labor is steadily growing. The modern
fixed-wing or rotary-wing aircraft is a crew-served weapon. It is readied for
flight by a large number of specialist personnel, and on each individual
depends the reliability and efficiency of an aircraft, and consequently
success in accomplishing the combat mission and flight safety. Particularly
important here is coordination of the actions of all persons involved in
preparing for and supporting flight operations, constant composure, firm
discipline and flawless efficiency on the part of each serviceman. The labor
of a large collective is completed by the pilot and aircrew in carrying out a
specific mission. Precise observance of the rules and regulations governing
flight operations ensures a satisfactory outcome. But a situation can develop
in the air where one must display initiative, firmness of spirit,
resoluteness, and the ability to assume responsibility for the job at hand. I
shall cite the following incident in connection with this.

A squadron assigned to the limited contingent of Soviet forces in Afghanistan
was conducting scheduled training sorties. The sun was dropping toward the
mountain peaks when a pair of fighters took off, with Military Pilot 1st Class
Lt Col M. Stepanov flying lead. After takeoff the element leader reported
initial data to the tower and proceeded to execute the training mission. The
flight was proceeding smoothly, and no complications were anticipated. From
the aircraft's vantage point they had a clear panorama of mountain ranges with
peaks glistening in the rays of the setting sun, gorges and rock clefts, and
the white ribbon indicating the highway leading to the capital of the DRA.

Suddenly the element leader caught sight of heavy black smoke dead ahead.
Descending, he spotted on the road a long column of trucks heading toward
Kabul, with a gasoline tanker truck in flames in the middle of the column.
His sharp gaze instantly spotted flashes of gunfire on a mountainslope and
took note of prominent terrain features.

"Eleven, do you see it?" Stepanov queried his wingman.

"pAffirmative! The dushman [bandits] are attacking. It looks like heavy
caliber," replied Lt Col V. Yevtukhov, ,

It was quite obvious that the truck column was under bandit attack. Down
there below them people were dying and supplies intended for the Afghan people
were being destroyed. Our pilots could not permit this to happen, as their
aircraft were armed.

Stepanov reported the situation by radio back to the command post and
requested permission to attack the weapon positions. Instructing his wingman




to assume the required formation, he swung into a turn and looked for the
ground reference point. He had not yet received from the ground permission to
attack. He could not wait any longer. The element leader put his aircraft
into a dive and radioed his wingman: "I am attacking!" :

A heavy delivery of fire silenced one of the weapon positions. Lieutenant
Colonel Yevtukhov hit the other with an accurate, devastating delivery of
fire. The pilots then flew another strafing pass, putting cannon fire into
the area from which the bandits had been firing.

Lieutenant Colonel Stepanov acted as a genuine patriot and internationalist,
called upon to defend a righteous cause, and therefore did not doubt for a
single second the correctness of his decision. Quite frankly, the
responsibility assumed was excessive, but he was unafraid to accept it, for he
understood well the predicament of the people who were under bandit machinegun

fire.

Each and every decision, flexibility, efficiency and firmness of command and
control depend first and foremost on how solidly the commander has mastered
his job. And this in turn is grounded on thorough knowledge of military
affairs and the ability precisely to gain one's bearings in a vast flow of
contradictory information and quickly to evaluate the developing situation.
Unfortunately not all officers have become thoroughly aware of the role of
diversified knowledge in the system of combat training, command and control.
I encountered something quite unpleasant, for example, at a performance
evaluation. Certain officers of a fairly high leadership level displayed poor
knowledge of certain specialized subjects, while others were even unable
intelligently to explain their direct job duties. It is clearly appropriate
to state the reminder that an officer, if he does not possess thorough
knowledge, does not have the moral right to place high demands on his
subordinates in this regard. And how can one demand if one does not know what
to demand? How can one manage one's unit and its affairs if one does not know
the state of these affairs? But people clearly grasp the ability of others,
and they respond appropriately to unintelligent demands. One thing is clear:
with a commander who does not know his job, sooner or later there will arise a
conflict both with his outfit and himself, since incompetence presents fertile
soil for the development of arrogance, haughtiness, and disregard of others.
One can be assured that in an emergency situation such a commander will be
unable to take responsibility and make the only right decision, but will
attempt to hide behind someone else's back.,

Essentially this is nothing other than irresponsibility toward one's duty,
toward the collective one leads, and toward our society.

Under no circumstances can we accept such a state of affairs, because this
does harm to our common cause -- a high state of combat readiness. As was
stressed at the April (1985) CPSU Central Committee Plenum by CPSU Central
Committee General Secretary M. S. Gorbachev, "it is essential to be more
demanding on each party member for his attitude toward his duty to society,
for his execution of party decisions, and for an honest and pure countenance
of a party member. A Communist is judged by his actions and deeds. There are
no and can be no other criteria." Commanders, political workers, and staff




officers must make every effort to raise combat training to a new qualitative
level, to ensure that all aviation personnel are inspired to raise the level
of their military and specialized knowledge. It is essential to raise the
efficiency of all aviation personnel, and especially leader personnel, to the
highest level. It is impossible to become a good commander without learning
obedience. It is important gradually to develop in people a sense of the new,
meaningful job-related qualities, initiative and the ability to assume full
responsibility for. one's own actions and those 'of one's subordinates. These
are large and important tasks of political and moral indoctrination of all
categories of aviation personnel.

As we draw closer to the 27th CPSU Congress, Air Forces personnel are working
hard to meet combat training targets and socialist pledges. Military aviation
personnel are working intensively to improve their air proficiency and combat
skills, their moral-political and psychological conditioning, are
strengthening discipline and organization, and are increasing their vigilance
and readiness to take resolute countermeasures against any and all intrigues
by the enemies of our socialist homeland.

COPYRIGHT: "Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1985.
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RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS IN TACTICAL AIR EXERCISE

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (signed to press 3 Jun
85) pp 4-5

[Article, published under the heading "Be Alert, in a Continuous State of
Combat Readiness," by Military Pilot 1ist Class Lt Col V. Vasilkov: "On the Eve
of an Exercise"]

[Text] A tactical air exercise is not only the highest form of flight
training but also always an important examination for aviation personnel and a
test of the preparedness of aviation subunits, their command and control
entities to carry out combat missions. A tactical air exercise was conducted
in conditions maximally approximating actual combat in the squadron commanded
by Lt Col G. Ryabukha. The exercise was preceded by a great deal of
painstaking preparation not only on the part of subunit personnel but also the

unit headquarters staff.

The experienced officer-leaders realized that success in accomplishing mock
combat missions depends first and foremost on how thoroughly the tactical air
exercise scenario has been thought out, how detailed its plan of execution is,
and how thoroughly the men have rehearsed their tasks and worked out measures
aimed at ensuring flight safety. The high professional level of the
regimental staff officers led by Lt Col V. Gorodnov enabled them to prepare in
a prompt and timely manner the organizational-methods documents for the
exercise. This was also fostered by the unit commander's comprehensively
substantiated plan. He succeeded in evaluating and taking into account
numerous factors which could affect preparation for and conduct of the
tactical air exercise.

The tactical environment conformed first and foremost to the subunit's
missions, the level of proficiency of squadron flying personnel, engineers and
technicians, specialist personnel of maintenance and support subunits, and
also took into account the specific features and complexity of the

international situation.

The fact that the military forces of the aggressive imperialist nations are
adopting mobile weapons with a high degree of destructive capability dictates
the need to improve the training of reconnaissance aviation aircrews and
subunits for the conduct of combat operations, for success in today's combat,




as we know, depends in large measure on promptly providing command authorities
and headquarter staffs with intelligence on the adversary.

Aerial reconnaissance is capable, in a complex and dynamic environment, of
rapidly obtaining requisite intelligence, including the location of hostile
offensive nuclear missile weapons and other small mobile targets, and of
promptly communicating this information to appropriate headquarters. The
squadron would be performing such a mission during the tactical air exercise.

According to the plan of the exercise, aircrews would be flying to another
airfield and then carrying out their assigned mission.

The squadron commander made the optimal decision, briefed his aircrews in
detail on the mission, and checked the subunit's readiness to proceed.

Receiving the go-ahead signal from the tower, the squadron commander was the
first to take off. Lieutenant Colonel Ryabukha was well aware of how
important a commander's example is to his men. They had made socialist
pledges to perform on the ground and in the air with not less than a mark of
excellent during the period of the tactical air exercise. To ensure
undetected passage, they flew a variable-altitude flight profile, with limited
radio communications. They made a low-level approach to the destination
field.

The flight had been successful., The intelligence acquired en route made it
possible promptly to discover "aggressor" preparations for combat. The real
test was near. While flight personnel update-briefed their missions and
studied the situation on maps and plotting boards, the equipment and ground
maintenance specialists, under the guidance of Maj N. Tyukhtin, readied the
aircraft to go up again, promptly and with a high degree of reliability,
dispersed and camouflaged them.,

Considerable attention was devoted to moral-political and psychological
training of aviation personnel. The squadron deputy commander for political
affairs, Capt S. Nikitin, realized that accomplishment of the exercise
missions would be substantially influenced by the effectiveness and quality of
party-political work. He therefore assigned party and Komsomol activists in
advance, working together with the party organization secretary, and conducted
a briefing session. This enabled aviation personnel continuously to be
brought up to date on the subunit's activities. And although the successes of
vanguard performers in the process of preparing for and conducting the
tactical air exercise were continuously communicated to personnel with the aid
of the wall press, party member S. Nikitin found time to talk to the men,
focusing them in their work toward a high degree of organization and mutual
assistance.

Considerable importance was attached to tactical training, full utilization of
the combat capabilities of the aircraft, and increasing reliability of
accomplishing suddenly-arising missions in conditions of heavy countermeasures
by "aggressor" air defense weapons and massive enemy employment of jamming.
When the aircraft commanders reported completion of pre-mission preparations,
their readiness was checked. This included checking to make sure they




correctly understood the mission and had come up with a correct mission
execution plan. In addition, the verification was of considerable
indoctrinational significance and helped the men gain confidence and an
excellent psychological mood. The aircrews consisting of Capts S. Shershnev
and A. Shreder, V. Reshetnikov and V. Sinitsyn reported their decisions with
confidence and substantiated their decisions in a well-reasoned manner.

The "aggressor" commenced combat operations at dawn. The squadron commander
briefed the aircrews on situation changes. Aircrews marked on their flight
charts the designated route corridor, refined data on the location of
"aggressor" air defense weapons according to the most recent intelligence
update, and detailed mutual recognition signals to be used with ground troops.

A signal flare streaked through the morning sky. The aircraft manned by Lt
Col G. Ryabukha and Maj V. Larionchik took off. Soon the reconnaissance
aircraft, flying at low altitude and at maximum speed, maneuvering and
employing airborne ECM gear, penetrated the "line of contact" and proceeded to
look for targets. Their mission was to find "enemy" offensive nuclear missile
weapons. They would be flying the shortest route to their designated area
right into the rising sun, which made detecting targets much more difficult.
In addition, the "adversary" could expect an airstrike from that same
direction with the greatest probability. Therefore Ryabukha, following the
plan devised on the ground, turned in the direction of a marshy area., This
prevented the "aggressor" from figuring out the aircraft's intentions.
Subsequently the reconnaissance aircrew, skillfully utilizing the topography,
entered the target area from the direction of the sun, gaining the element of
surprise. Executing a vigorous vertical maneuver, the pilots spotted a
missile launcher. Squadron navigator Maj V. Larionchik determined the target
coordinates and radioed precise intelligence back to command. The aircraft
pulled out of the dive, executed evasive heading changes, and proceeded

homeward at low altitude.

The crew consisting of Capts A. Smetskiy and S. Nikitin also did a successful
job. They reconnoitered an "aggressor" airfield. Turning to his final
heading, the pilot set up optimal conditions for the aircraft's intelligence-
gathering gear. Reconnaissance pilots require enormous self-control when it
seems that an airfield's entire air defense assets are directed precisely at
their aircraft, and yet they must hold their flight parameters! Seconds last
an eternity. But finally they switched off the equipment and executed an

evasive maneuver.

While departing from the target, the reconnaissance aircraft was attacked by
an "enemy" fighter. The aircrew succeeded in executing a bold, unexpected
maneuver and evaded pursuit. The obtained intelligence was promptly
transmitted. The assigned mission had been successfully accomplished.

Thus in the course of the tactical air exercise squadron personnel improved
their tactical and flying skills and substantially boosted airecrew and subunit
combat readiness. Contributing to this to a considerable degree was thorough
preparation for the exercise, compromising with realism to a minimal degree in
the training process, and thus maximal approximation of the pilot's actions to
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a genuine combat environment, which is fully in conformity with the basic
principle of tactical training: teach troops that which is needed in war.

How could it be otherwise, for the reconnaissance pilot is not only a
competent, professionally-trained officer with broad political
knowledgeability. He is a warrior, prepared to engage a strong, excellently
armed, persistent and crafty adversary. In the daily routine of military
training he learns to make maximum use of the capabilities of his aircraft,
studies Soviet and enemy tactics, works on mastering techniques and methods of
detecting various targets and delivering an accurate strike, and develops in
himself determination, daring, the ability to take an intelligent calculated
risk, and combat boldness. I should like to state that genuine boldness has
nothing in common with dashing recklessness, based on the hope of sheer luck.
One cannot possibly count on success in such a case: aviators can expect
serious errors and unwarranted losses.

In an article entitled "Risk and Calculation" (AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA, No 4,
1984), the author stressed that in order to determine the degree of risk, as
well as to substantiate an optimal mission variant, one must simulate various
situations and take into account the crew members' knowledge, skills,
experience, and moral-fighting qualities. The squadron's aviators devoted
attention to the points and conclusions contained in this article during
preparation for and conduct of the tactical air exercise, and for good reason,
because in reconnaissance it is especially important to combine risk with
precise calculation, boldness with caution. This approach promoted to a
considerable degree the excellent quality and safety of execution of aircraft
missions.

The crews of Lt Col G. Ryabukha and Capts V. Reshetnikov and A. Smetskiy were
named among the top performers according to the results of the tactical air
exercise. The subunit's excellent success was a result of the fact that
unnecessary situation simplification was not permitted in the course of daily
aircrew training in organization and conduct of flight operations. Unit
leader personnel continuously monitored progress in training. Officers V.
Kirilenko, Yu. Lentyugov, G. Andryushchenko, V. Filimonov, N. Makarevich, and
G. Sokolov, for example, actively assisted the commanding officer in
synthesizing and disseminating advanced know-how, displayed an example of
objective evaluation of achieved results, and sought out reserve potential for
improving the training of personnel, the professional skills of subunit
commanders, and for increasing the effectiveness of personnel competition
rivalry.

Incidentally, organization of socialist competition among squadron personnel
constantly occupies the center of attention of the party and Komsomol
organizations. Competitiveness in the training and indoctrination process
helps subunit aviation personnel achieve excellent results in military labor
month after month. This is also indicated by the results of the exercise.

Painstaking study by subunit personnel of combat experience from the war and

its innovative utilization in present-day conditions also helped achieve
successful accomplishment of the missions in the tactical air exercise.
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The experience of the exercise also indicated that a high degree of personnel
preparedness to carry out unexpectedly arising mock combat missions is the
foundation for success in today's air combat, for the conduct of which it is
necessary to train and prepare thoroughly and persistently. This is demanded
by the interests of defense of the homeland. This is the sacred duty of all
aviation personnel.

COPYRIGHT: "“Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1985.
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FAMILY'S MILITARY AVIATION TRADITION RELATED

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (signed to press 3 Jun
85) pp 8-9

[Article, published under the heading "Aviation Dynasties Serving the
Homeland," by Maj P. Grinyuk: "Call of the Heights"]

[Text] I met Military Pilot 1st Class Maj Yu. Roslyakov in the pilot briefing
room. In the breaks between training sorties, Yuriy Anatolyevich
enthusiastically talked about combat training and his aviator comrades. He
said little about himself, but I learned a great deal about him from his
superiors and colleagues. They told me that this energetic officer was a
capable pilot, a thoughtful indoctrinator of his men, that he had gone through
a fine school of combat proficiency and had carried out his internationalist
duty as a member of the limited contingent of Soviet forces in Afghanistan.
He was awarded the Order of the Red Star. He recently received a promotion.
In short, officer Roslyakov is confidently following a tried and true course,
gaining altitude,

Choice

People's destinies develop in different ways. Some spend a long time looking
for their niche in life, while others immediately make their choice and remain
faithful to it right to the end. There was no debate in the Roslyakov family:
what should the boys become? Officers, of course! Just 1like their
grandfather -- a battalion commander from the war years. Pilots, of course!
Like their father -- a military aviator and reserve lieutenant colonel.

From their early years Yuriy and Igor learned to know military life and worry
about their father ~- a regimental senior navigator -- had seen the
difficulties of his profession and had appraised its significance. It was
then that they first had the dream of serving in military aviation. This
dream took on increasingly more specific outlines with each passing year.
This was promoted to a considerable degree by Anatoliy Pavlovich's stories
about Air Forces routine and flying activities. The father noticed with
pleasure the attentiveness with which his sons listened to him. The boys were
also enthralled by the stories told by their grandfather about the war, about
the battles and campaigns in which he had taken part. Their grandfather had
fought the enemies of Soviet rule during the Civil War, and in the Great
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Patriotic War he had served in regimental reconnaissance, mounting bold forays
behind enemy lines. He had begun the war as an enlisted man and ended it as
an officer, commander of a battery of self—propelled guns.

Of course the brothers also had other interests at that time: sports, movies,
books.... Later they developed another one -- model airplane building. 1In
his off-duty leisure time, their father was glad to help them build airecraft
models. Finally the time came when they began talking not about model
airplanes but about real, combat aircraft.

The first to respond to the call of the skies was Yuriy, the older brother.
He became an officer candidate at the Order of Lenin Yeysk Higher Military
Aviation School for Pilots imeni Twice Hero of the Soviet Union Pilot-
Cosmonaut USSR V. M. Komarov. That same school at which Anatoliy Pavlovich
Roslyakov had also begun his aviation career.

From the very first days of training Yuriy decided that since he was going to
be a pilot, he had to be a pilot like his father -- an expert at his job. He
proceeded with persistence toward his stated goal. He studied hard and
diligently. He was one of the first among his fellow cadets to go up. Yuriy
still remembers that flight.

"0f course I did a lot of things wrong," he recalls. "When we landed, I was
too embarrassed to look my instructor in the eye."

But Capt V. Lavrik did not seem to notice this.
"Not bad for the first time, Roslyakov."
"You are joking, comrade captain!" Yuriy sighed.

The instructor smiled: "There is a bit of truth in every Joke, isn't there?
But seriously, I think you will do all right."

This was indeed the case. Captain Lavrik, his other teachers and instructors
painstakingly taught the young aviator, passing on to him their knowledge and
experience, helping him develop flying skills. Each time up the pilot cadet
performed more difficult assighments. The aircraft was becoming increasingly
compliant, and Yurly was deriving 1ncrea31ng pleasure from the training

flights.

Roslyakov himself acknowledged that his cadet years were for him and many of
his fellows a time of final determination of the correctness of their chosen
career path. But the major tests still lay ahead.

Takeoff

Lieutenant Roslyakov reported to his assigned unit and began his line-service
career with the firm intention of becoming a thoroughly trained combat pilot
as quickly as possible. He also felt obligated to accomplish this because he
happened to be assigned to the same aviation regiment in which his father had
once served. »
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Considerable attention was devoted in the regiment to the period of
familiarization and breaking-in of young pilots. Commanders and political
workers not only taught them the skills of flying and combat employment in
various conditions, day and night, but also instilled excellent moral and
ethical qualities in them, as well as pride in their profession. Roslyakov
was one of the first successfully to accomplish all flight maneuver sequences.
His persistent, purposeful character and personality and, of course,
assistance from his commanders and older comrades were contributing factors.

"T owe a great deal to Vladimir Vasilyevich Antyufeyev, my former flight
~ commander and currently squadron commander," recalled Yuriy Anatolyevich. "We
novice pilots learned from him the technique of flying a combat aircraft and
the skill of scoring hits on ground targets on the first pass with all types
of air-to-ground weapons."

Roslyakov worked hard, advancing persistently toward the stated goal. He soon
became a first-class combat pilot and a flight commander. He taught his men,
and he himself studied constantly, especially during the period of mastering a
new aircraft. This aircraft, comprising a complex aircraft system, required
of the pilots vast knowledge, solid skills, and firm moral-psychological
conditioning. 1In the course of retraining on the new aircraft, officer
Roslyakov and his men acquired greater confidence and combat skill from one
' flight to the next. :

A certain tactical air exercise was an important test for them. The pilots
were assigned the mission of penetrating the "aggressor's" air defense zone
and delivering a strike on small targets. The flight's pilots performed
skillfully. Flying at low altitude, they penetrated the "aggressor's" heavily
defended zone and scored accurate hits on the targets. The mission was
accomplished with a mark of excellent.

Yuriy amassed experience as a commander-indoctrinator together with growth in
his professional skills. At first it was difficult, since every man in the
. flight had a different character and personality. It was necessary to take a
close look at each man, to talk to each, to determine his moral-political and
professional qualities, plus a good deal else. In this task as well Roslyakov
was greatly assisted, especially at first, by the squadron commander, his
deputy commander for political affairs, and party activists. They gave advice
on where he should focus his attention and how he should proceed in a given
instance. Yuriy paid close heed to their recommendations and organized his
entire indoctrination activities in conformity with them.-

He had to do a good deal of work, for example, with Sr Lt Yu. Kukharuk, a fair
pilot in general, but who somewhat overestimated his own ability and thought
he was infallible. The flight commander spoke with him repeatedly, reminded
him about modesty, called him strictly to account for the slightest error of
omission, endeavored to give him the frequent assignment to share his know-how
with his comrades, and worked to develop collectivist traits in his character.
In time Kukharuk changed for the better. :
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There are many such examples of a thoughtful, individualized approach to the
men in Roslyakov's work experience. And each such incident enriched him with
invaluable commander-indoctrinator work experience. All this of course could
not help but affect results in flight, weapon and tactical training of the
flight's pilots. They improved appreciably. The collective maintained the
rating of excellent over a long period of time. '

Officer Roslyakov gained a solid reputation in the regiment as a well-trained
pilot, a skillful, knowledgeable commander, capable of performing with
boldness and confidence in the air. Such an appraisal did not cause this
officer to relax his efforts, however. Together with his flying comrades, he
worked with even greater persistence and tenacity to hone his flying skills,
preparing himself for possible future severe tests. And such a day arrived.

It happened when the young Roslyakov family was awaiting any day the arrival
of their firstborn. Arriving home from work one day, Yuriy informed his wife:
"I have to go away on TDY...."

"For how long?" she asked, concerned.

"I can't say right now. But don't worry, Marina. You won't be alone; our
friends will help you."

The training did not take long. Soon Yuriy left for a new duty assignment in
Afghanistan.

Maturity

Life at the airfield followed the normal routine; one training sortie followed
another. And it went on like this day after day. In the course of intensive
combat training, officer Roslyakov was perfecting his flying skills,
toughening his volition and character, and developing qualities essential to
the aviation commander. .

At a certain tactical air exercise the pilots were assigned the mission to
destroy "aggressor" weapon positions sited in mountaintop permanent-type
emplacements. The squadron commander selected pilots Yu. Roslyakov, G. Garus,
V. Sidorov, and V. Bondarenko. They already had experience in flying such
missions.

They were not entirely successful in neutralizing the spotted antiaircraft
weapons with missiles and cannon fire. They would have to bomb, This
required both a high degree of piloting skill and precise bombing calculation.
But the commanding officer had been correct in assigning such a difficult
mission precisely to these pilots. Maneuvering with consummate skill, they
released their bombs and scored accurate hits on the small targets.

Time and again the skies over Afghanistan put Yuriy and his comrades to the
test of strength of character and pilot maturity. They got into some highly
difficult situations and were exposed to danger. But internationalist duty
and the awareness that the Afghan people were in need of friendly assistance
gave them added strength and firmness of spirit. Officers Yu. Roslyakov, G.
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Garus, V. Sidorov, and V. Bondarenko were awarded the Order of the Red Star
for successful accomplishment of the task of rendering internationalist
assistance to the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan as well as for courage
and heroism displayed thereby.

Yu. Roslyakov's tour of duty as a member of the limited contingent of Soviet
forces in Afghanistan became a bright page in his biography. A new page is
now being written and, as his present superiors note, is being written no less
brilliantly. Communist Roslyakov has been elected secretary of the squadron
party organization. Naturally he has more work to do now, but whatever Yuriy
Anatolyevich sets out to do, he does it with inspiration and enthusiasm. And
people are drawn to him and pay close heed to his words. .They know that
Roslyakov does not like to talk a great deal, but when he does talk it is
meaningful.

The following incident took place in the squadron. Once aircraft technician
party member V. Azarov shared a concern with the party organization secretary:
some of the aviation engineer service maintenance specialists were having
trouble getting along with Capt G. Gedyma. Yuriy Anatolyevich, after
thoroughly studying the state of affairs in the subunit, reached the
conclusion that officer Gedyma was making mistakes in indoctrination work.
They were also affecting his relations with his colleagues. The secretary
shared his conclusions with the squadron commander and his deputy commanders.
"I consider it advisable to transfer party member Gedyma to a different job
area," he concluded.

The command authorities supported his suggestion, and results were soon in
evidence. Soon relations in the collective improved. Quality of aircraft
servicing and maintenance also improved. Captain Gedyma also did a good job
in his new work assignment.

Roslyakov is presently a major and squadron deputy commander. The senior-
level commander made the following comment in nominating him for the position:
"He is purposeful, hard-working, and loves to fly...." Yes, these qualities
have become fundamental in the character of this combat pilot. Years passed.
The dream of flying became reality, but complacency, complete satisfaction
with what has already been achieved, have not come. Yuriy Anatolyevich still
keenly feels the call of the heights, the call of the heavens.,

"I love my profession," he said in parting. And he added: "For us Roslyakovs,
the sky is home, as the song goes. My father flew, and I followed in his
footsteps. My younger brother has become a fighter pilot. And now I have a
growing son. Who knows, maybe in time he also will fly.... I wonder what
kind of aircraft they will be flying then." .

How good i£ is when sons follow in the footsteps of their faphefs!‘ Todéy the
young Roslyakov flying dynasty has taken its place in the winged ranks of
defenders of the homeland.

COPYRIGHT: "Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1985.
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NAVAL AVIATION VTOL UNIT COMMANDER DISPLAYS STRONG MORAL FIBER

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (signed to press 3 Jun
85) pp 14-15

[Article, published under the heading "Visiting Our Comrades in Arms," by
Candidate of Philosophical Sciences Lt Col N. Stolyarov: "By Strength of Moral
Fiber"]

[Text] I met Hero of the Soviet Union Col Yu. Churilov at a Marxist-Leninist
philosophy exam at the Air Force Academy imeni Yu. A. Gagarin, where he is
enrolled as a correspondence student. This bold naval aviator, a man of
initiative, had been written about time and again in the central newspapers,
and therefore I already knew something about him. And when this officer
proceeded to answer the examination question, he displayed increasingly more
clearly traits which meet the highest demands placed on today's commander-

indoctrinator.

On what is the strong authority of today's aviation commander, the strength of
his influence on subordinates grounded? We talked about this after the
examination., Yuriy Ivanovich thought for a moment, and then, proceeding
without haste, weighing every word, proceeded to discuss the qualities a
genuine commander should possess. Among other qualities he named moral fiber
and communist conviction.

"A commander as an individual cannot exist without this," he stated with
firmness.

I peered into his open, kindly face and thought to myself that for such a
category of individual as a commander, moral fiber is not an abstract concept.
Standing behind it is a cause which he is serving with dedication,

Quite frankly, Yuriy Ivanovich's job has been unusual and very difficult. He
was one of the first pilots to learn to fly the VIOL aircraft. He fully
mastered the skill of flying this complex aircraft, and subsequently taught
this skill to other pilots. Serving as a regimental deputy commander, and
subsequently a regimental commander as well, Colonel Churilov, so to speak,
carried on his own shoulders almost all pilots from the "dime," that is, from
the small deck of a ship which does not stand still and is almost never in a
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calm state. It is a much more difficult task to take off from and land on a
ship. .

What is it that helps Yuriy Ivanovich cope successfully with this highly
responsible task -~- breaking in the flight personnel of the regiment of an ASW
cruiser? I believe it is first and foremost a strong sense of personal
responsibility and a profound awareness of duty to the homeland.

The meaning and significance of his activities, of his entire life lie in
accomplishing the tasks connected with increasing the regiment's combat
readiness, and consequently strengthening the defense might of the homeland.

They say that the foundation of a person's character is laid down in early
childhood and that one's subsequent direction in life depends on his
environment. In this respect as well, as Yuriy Ivanovich asserts, he was
lucky. He always had experienced mentors. Of course his first example was
his combat-veteran father. His many years of labor in the post of party
committee secretary and subsequently kolkhoz chairman, and the experience of
other party members more and more strongly convinced the young lad with time
that the force of influence on people consists first and foremost in
dedication to the common cause and personal exemplariness on the part of the
person doing the leading. In seeking to grasp an understanding of the complex
interweavings of life, he looked for a point to apply his own inner energies,
his place among other people. The process of formation of the young man's
world view began at that time. And nevertheless, in spite of the good
grounding received in his youth, this was a long process. A characteristic
mechanism is evident here. Communist ideals are not elaborated automatically.
The road to such ideals passes through intense, purposeful labor, profound
study of the works of the founders of Marxism-Leninism, guideline party
documents, and acquisition of life experience. And party member Churilov is
constantly raising his own level of professional skill.

"In order to lead others," he says, "it is not enough merely to be well-
acquainted with Marxist-Leninist theory and party documents. One must also
possess good job proficiency. I am absolutely convinced that a high degree of
professionalism is a mirror which reflects a person's ideological maturity and
communist conviction."

These are not merely pretty words. They are grounded on the life and flying
experience of a regimental commander. During his years of service in naval
aviation, life had time and again put his ideological and professional
maturity to the test. Once, for example, Churilov was on a landing approach
after completing a routine flight. At first everything proceeded normally.
Straight ahead the pilot could clearly see the landing area with its guiding
markings. As he worked the throttles as the approach progressed, the aircraft
suddenly began responding poorly to the controls. The aircraft began
settling. Quite frankly, the situation was critical. In these conditions the
pilot could have ejected, and nobody would have blamed him. But the commander
continued his approach, struggling to save the costly aircraft. And he
succeeded.




Did the regimental commander have to take a risk at that moment? Was his risk
warranted? The answer is unequivocal: Yuriy Ivanovich acted as his
conscience, his flying and command duty dictated, for the situation was quite
unusual. This meant that it was necessary to find out what the problem was,
so that none of his men would end up in the same situation. Indeed, the
aviation engineer service maintenance specialists took appropriate measures
and did everything necessary to avoid similar incidents in the future.
Consequently the commander had acted correctly, and this revealed particularly
forcefully the fusion of his genuine communist moral fiber and a high degree
of flying professionalism. And I believe I am correct in stating that
precisely these qualities constitute that foundation on which Col Yu.
Churilov's achieved successes and commander reputation are grounded,

The regimental commander is always smart in appearance, conscientious, polite
and courteous. He has the ability to buck up his men with a witty remark at
the appropriate time and to boost their spirits with a kind word. Well aware
of the fact that personal example is a powerful pedagogic factor, the
commander constantly monitors his own conduct and demands the same of his men.
Once, for example, the subject of discipline was brought up at a work meeting.
Some of the officers complained that certain of their subordinates at times
displayed a lack of discipline and did not properly respond to adverse
comment. Yuriy Ivanovich’listened carefully to them, and then advised them,
before holding others accountable, to ask themselves whether they had done
everything to ensure that people understood what was expected of them and
whether success in fulfilling the demands imposed on them was ensured. He
demonstrated on the spot with specific examples that those subunits the
commanders of which violate regulations and fail to serve as an example to
others as a rule are not distinguished by a high degree of discipline and
organization.

Is this mere happenstance? It is not. Every commander, regardless of rank
and status, is a principal moral, ethical, ideological, and professional point
of reference. He is always in the field of view of his subordinates, and
dozens of eyes closely follow his every decision and action. This means that
no matter how much one may talk about decency, conscientiousness, and moral
fiber, there will be little use from it if the commander himself does not set

an example.

In conditions of scientific and technological advance, the commander should
possess diversified knowledge and solid skills which have a specific
directional thrust and a party-minded foundation. This enables one more
deeply to grasp the meaning and social significance of military labor, to see
trends in societal development and military affairs, correctly to obtain one's
bearings in the flow of contemporary events, and actively to assist our
society's advance along the path toward communism, about which the finest
minds of mankind have dreamed as an ideal.

In party guideline documents the regimental commander found a direct link
between the ideal and actual, between knowledge, ideological conmviction, goal,
and purposeful activity. Knowledge, conviction, action. These are not only
three points through which the line of conduct passes. Everything is
interlinked here. Knowledge helps determine goal and raises political and
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social activeness, while firm ideological principles and convictions are
reinforced by the ability to implement them in one's daily work. In other
words, a solid fusion of knowledge, convictions, and practical actions
reflects the ideological conviction of commanders. Everything is important
here. :

Colonel Churilov compared this with a chain, which is determined by the
reliability of each link. A commander's knowledge without conviction, just as
convictions without the ability to carry them out, is a hollow abstraction.
An officer's ideological conviction defines the goal, the general directional
thrust of behavior, constitutes a motive in the work of the military leader
and gives it consistency and an innovative character.

Yuriy Ivanovich is convinced that an officer who possesses communist
consciousness will never make a deal with his conscience, will not exceed his
authority, and will not take advantage of his office for personal advantage.
He will not be guilty of unimaginative routine or excessive situation
simplification in matters of combat training and will not send off for
training or promote an unworthy officer in order to get rid of him. The
attitudes of an outside observer are alien to him, as is a crassly
materialistic attitude toward life. Such a leader-officer is capable of
critically evaluating and overcoming everything which is stagnant and obsolete
and of developing in himself and his subordinates a feeling of the new,
socialist enterprisingness, and an innovative attitude toward his work.

But ideological narrowness on the part of a commander is as a rule linked with
conservative, undeveloped thinking, gravitating toward the old, the
established, the habitual. In today's combat or in an emergency situation
such thinking can be simply paralyzed by heavy moral-psychological stress
loads.

Take the following incident. A young pilot was unable to master the takeoff
and landing. These are the most difficult phases of a flight for an embarked
aircraft. Particular skill is essential here. The pilot tried very hard, but
he was getting nowhere. He began losing all hope that he would be able to
master this type of aircraft. At a regimental methods council meeting
somebody suggested that he be washed out of the pilot training program. The
commanding officer had the final word. Colonel Churilov went up with the
pilot in a two-seater and could see that he loved his job and had flying
ability. What was needed was to determine the cause of his failures. It
became clear after several dual flights that the problem lay with an incorrect
method of teaching him. The young aviator had previously flown an aircraft of
a different type, and he was attempting to apply his acquired skills in new
conditions. His instructors would frequently change, and naturally any goal-
directed teaching process was out of the question, for each instructor had his
own methods and techniques of imparting knowledge and skills, his own manner
of flying, and the trainee was simply unable to absorb all this during the
period of dual instruction.

"You'll make it," the regimental commander assured the pilot. "But you will
have to work.,"




Inspired with new hope, the young officer set about the job of mastering the
flight training program with redoubled energy. After some time the pilot
mastered the aircraft and its combat employment in excellent fashion, and now
is considered in the regiment to be a very promising combat pilot.

This example indicates once again that a commander's conviction gives his
subordinate moral steadfastness, confidence in himself, and boosts his spirit.
And the commanding officer did everything to ensure that the pilot became a
full-fledged defender of his homeland and a genuine combat pilot.

Communist conviction helps Colonel Churilov not only correctly assess any
event or situation, to take a correct position in a given instance, to be able
to argue in a well-reasoned manner and defend it, but also to give a rebuff to
those in whom convictions, as V. I. Lenin put it, lie no deeper than the tip
of one's tongue.

"We military men must determinedly combat any and all manifestations of lack
of moral fiber, passivity, excessive attention to form with consequent
detriment to content, and dogmatism," states Colonel Churilov. "This is a
real necessity, for our adversaries are not asleep at the switchj they are
acting with sophistication, calculation, and cunning."

In the area of ideological-political indoctrination of military aviators, he
wages a persistent, daily campaign for the individual, for his consciousness
and professional military growth. His strong moral fiber, love for his job,
purposefulness, and knowledge, embodied in practical deeds, become a tangible
material force. Political maturity and a high degree of professionalism
determine a conscientious attitude on the part of the military aviators toward
military labor and give their job-related activities a moral-ethical and
sociopolitical directional thrust.

This is vividly manifested in socialist competition to honor the 27th CPSU
Congress in a worthy manner, in the search for new ways and means of effective
mastering of combat equipment and weapons, strengthening discipline and
organization, and increasing the political consciousness and moral-ethical
level of naval aviators. The end goal of all combat and political training is
a high level of subunit and unit combat readiness. Hero of the Soviet Union
Col Yu. Churilov is directing his knowledge, experience, and the ‘entire force
of communist moral fiber toward its attainment, toward instilling in personnel
total devotion to the cause of communism, love for the Soviet homeland, and

hatred toward its enemies.

COPYRIGHT: "Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1985.
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INDIVIDUAL APPROACH TO EACH STUDENT PILOT URGED

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (signed to press 3 Jun
85) pp 22-23

[Article, published under the heading "Military Educational Institution
Affairs," by Military Instructor Pilot 1st Class Capt V. Sytyanov, squadron
deputy commander for political affairs: "Taking Individual Qualities Into
Account"]

[Text] Summer is a critical time for flight school pilot cadets. The young
aviators begin working on their flying technique solo, flying in the pattern
and in the practice area. Precisely during this period their moral-political
and psychological preparedness plays a particularly important role in their
overall readiness for flight activities. Unfortunately not everybody who is
connected with training and indoctrinating student pilots always remembers
this fact.

No matter how well a student pilot flies during dual instruction and on check
flights, he reinforces his skills when flying solo. At our school preparation
of a student pilot to solo is viewed as an integral, systemic process, which
culminates theoretical, preliminary, and preflight training. Moral-political
and psychological conditioning of future pilots takes on special significance
in connection with this, as it is an important means of overcoming those inner
difficulties which an instructor pilot and student pilot encounter just prior
to solo flight.

A high degree of moral-political preparedness on the part of a student pilot,
and persistence in working to attain his dream -- to become a military pilot
-- enables one to overcome the psychological obstacles which one encounters
during flight training, and for this reason they are of determining
significance in psychological preparation. Such qualities as patriotism and
class hatred toward the enemies of the homeland, internationalism, a feeling
of duty and comradeship, and a striving to overcome any and all difficulties
are instilled in pilot cadets by all forms, methods, and means of party-
political work and are manifested in their daily activities, in training,
flying, and in off-duty activities. When young people are deeply aware of
their purpose, this increases their inner readiness to rise up in defense of
the homeland, peace and progress at any time.
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As the folk saying goes, he who figures in terms of years sows grasses; he who
figures in terms of decades plants trees; he who figures in terms of centuries
educates people. Our squadron's flight instructors, engineer and technical
personnel well understand the fact that man stands behind the flight training
plan and that our main task is to form and shape a harmoniously developed,
ideologically convinced and energetic warrior. Each month the squadron party
buro schedules and receives reports by leader-Communists on their personal
contribution to the ideological-political indoctrination of pilot cadets and
their responsibility for it. Considerable attention is devoted to the role of
the party organizations of the flights. Recently, for example, the party
members of the flight in which instructor pilot officer A. Filimonov serves as
secretary discussed in a meeting the question of an individual approach to
ideological-political indoctrination of pilot cadets.

Publicity of fine combat traditions exerts enormous mobilizing effect on the
pilot cadets. Linkage between the heroic deeds of squadron personnel during
the Great Patriotic War and pilot cadet achievements in flight training on jet
aircraft give the young people stronger desire to perform flight assignments
Wwith excellent quality. For example, a conversation with former squadron
commander Hero of the Soviet Union D. Barchenkov made a deep impression on
pilot cadet S. Zakharov. He gained an understanding and profound awareness of
what one must prepare oneself for, that it is necessary to apply all one's
efforts to master the flying profession. This had a positive effect on his
training.

Since the moral-political training of pilot cadets has a theoretical and a
practical aspect, our instructor pilots, party and Komsomol activists endeavor
in their work to ensure that each person takes part in subunit volunteer and
political activities and that each individual has a regular party or Komsomol
assignment. Our pilot cadets take part in putting out news bulletin leaflets,
news sheets, photo newspapers, photo newsletters, hold talks on flight safety,
and prepare radio newspapers on flight operations day tasks and performance
results.

Formation and development of essential political and professional qualities
takes place chiefly on the ground. For this reason all of our indoctrinators
accept the thought that success in the air is forged out on the ground as a
program for daily specific, purposeful work with the students, which always
exerts certain influence on a person, on one's moral-psychological stability.
For example, preparation of a student pilot to solo commences in the process
of dual-flight training., The instructor pilot teaches the student the correct
technique of performing flight procedures and ensures that the quality of
their mastery is at a level ensuring flight safety. At the same time the
student pilot prepares for solo flight in a moral-psychological respect as
well. This is a very important item and has a practical directional thrust.

In our opinion the main thing here is to instill in the young pilot a sense of
confidence, grounded on genuine preparedness to fly. It is precisely for this
reason that matters pertaining to preparation to solo, determination of
student pilot readiness, and organization of the training flight are discussed
in great detail at methods classes in this squadron.
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Exchange of advanced know-how occupies an important place. At one meeting,
for example, flight commander Capt I. Popkov related how the flight's
instructor pilots explain to the pilot cadets that, with desire and
persistence, each of them can successfully master the flying profession, how
they encourage initiative and independence on the part of the future pilots in
performance of flight assignments, and demonstrate in the air possible errors
and the proper ways to correct them. When pointing out mistakes, they demand
that those be corrected which the student pilot himself is capable of handling
on the next training flight. During the dual-flight training program it is
very important not to exaggerate difficulties but on the contrary to explain
and give an opportunity to the student pilot to become convinced of the
aircraft's stability and controllability. And of course it is very important
to prepare well those student pilots in the flight who will be the first to
solo.

Instructor pilot Lt Ye. Kovalevskiy presented the thought that just prior to
approving a student pilot for a check flight, the instructor pilot should stop
prompting the student over the aircraft intercom, should give fewer
instructions relating to his mistakes, should give him more independence in
correcting his mistakes, and should increase his demandingness on the quality
of execution of each maneuver,

Experience convinces us that, by constantly studying aspects of moral-
political and psychological preparation, by discussing ways to improve the
learning process, instructor pilots approach the professional training of
future combat pilots in a firmer and stricter manner. Every word uttered and
every action by an instructor pilot should be kindly and directed toward
helping the pilot cadet successfully solo.

As we know, the instructor pilot's conduct exerts considerable influence on
the psychological state of student pilots. Sometimes young instructors
display excessive concern and nervousness when they allow student pilots to
take their first solo flight. This can happen due to a lack of requisite
self-control or a lack of sufficient confidence in their subordinates. This
usually happens when a student is unsatisfactorily prepared to solo, when an
instructor's group is lagging behind the others, and an instructor is
hastening to solo his student pilot. Pilot cadet A. Klyuyev, for example,
made a bad landing on his first solo. He later admitted that right up to the
solo flight he always expected the instructor pilot to grab the controls
during landing. This attests to the fact that a healthy psychological climate
had not been established in the group. In any case the instructor should
always conduct himself in a natural manner, calm and confident, giving his
students no reason to doubt or lack confidence in their ability.

In our squadron a normal, businesslike atmosphere prevails as the students are
about to solo. Experience indicates that making a big ceremony out of soloing
or a lot of instructions pertaining to mistakes made on the last dual flights
fail to produce a positive effect in instilling confidence about successful
accomplishment of a student's first solo flight.

In readying student pilots to solo it is very important to determine and take
into account the student pilots' individual psychological features. In the




process of instruction the instructor pilot, taking a student pilot's
individual peculiarities into account, predicts his possible successes and
failures, specifies in advance measures to prevent complications, and chooses
the most effective methods of instruction taking into account the strong and
weak points of the individual student.

Such methods as observation, discussion, and various experiments are employed
in the squadron for this purpose. But special emphasis is placed on the so-
called method of synthesis of independent assessments. Information on the
individual characteristics of pilot cadets are gathered from persons in
authority who are involved in some way with the pilot cadets' training and
indoctrination. Analysis of this information results in preparation of a more
or less objective profile of a young man, which also makes it possible to

predict his flying ability.

This approach enabled us to determine in a comparatively short time during the
dual-instruction program those student pilots who were unable to master a jet
aircraft. And this is very important, for in spite of the fact that all
students are different from one another as individuals, the pilot profession
places identical demands on the qualities, knowledge, skills and ability of
each pilot cadet. In conformity with this, the instructor pilot should know
the young men's talents, abilities, proclivities and attitude toward flying,
in order to foresee their successes and possible difficulties at any stage of
flight training and to have the capability promptly to prevent the occurrence
of mistakes, employing appropriate techniques and methods of preparing a
student to solo. Aware, for example, of the fact that prior to enrollment
pilot cadet Doronin had engaged in Greco-Roman wrestling, the instructor pilot
was prepared for the young man to be slow in his movements on the controls.
This assumption was confirmed during the first dual flights: the student pilot
acted in a constrained manner in the air and gripped the controls too tightly,
especially on landing. The instructor found a suitable device to make the
student relax and to teach him to handle the controls properly.

Thus practical experience suggests that study of an individual's moral-
psychological characteristics is an effective means of improving the quality
of flight-training future combat pilots.

Of course success in flight training and organization of squadron personnel's
off-duty and on-duty activities depend first and foremost on the commander,
his work style, experience, flying and methods skill. But it is quite obvious
that this success is simply inconceivable without developing in aviation
personnel excellent moral-political and psychological qualities. Party and
Komsomol activists give a great deal of assistance in this important matter
to squadron commander Lt Col V. Onishchenko, to the flight commanders and
instructor pilots. A healthy moral-psychological atmosphere is created in the
subunit through joint efforts, nor could it be otherwise, for the combat
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potential of any of our subunits constitutes a solid f.usio'n" of excellent
technical equipment, military skill, and indomitable morale on the part of our
servicemen, S I f S
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'SUMMER FLIGHT TRAINING IN FULL SWING

Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 7, Jul 85 (31gned to press 3 Jun
85) pp 24-25

[Article, published under the heading "Anticlpatlng the 27th CPSU Congresw“
"Flight Operations Shift at the Alr'f'ield"]

[Text] Things are rarely quiet on the airfield during the good-weather days
of summer: intensive, strenuous 'combat training is in progress, and the air
trembles from the mighty roar of fighters taking off. Aviation personnel are
carrying out their assigned missions with great spirit and enthusiasm. - Their
motto is to increase combat readiness with selfless military labor, to
strengthen discipline, and to accomplish each and every flight assignment w1th
excellent quality and without air mishaps.

Communists are marching in the vanguard of those competing to honor the 27th
CPSU Congress in a worthy manner. They are setting the tone in flight
training, displaying an example in mastering complex aircraft, and are waging
a determined campaign against unnecessary situation simplification and
unnecessary simplification of demands in training and indoctrination of
military aviation personnel.

The best results in precongress competition were achieved by officers A.
Yermolov and V. Mamonov (photograph, left) [not reproduced]. They have flown
a great many training sorties which required of the aircrew excellent flying
technique, smooth coordination, and a high degree of weapon proficiency.
These officers performed with professionalism and knowledgeability in a
complex air and tactical environment. These vanguard aviators have earned a
high proficiency rating: Sr Lt A. Yermolov is a military pilot 1st class, and
Sr Lt V. Mamonov is a military navigator 1st class.

Party member flight commander Military Pilot 1st Class Capt V. Sokol
(photograph, center) [not reproduced] performs each flight assignment at the
highest proficiency level. He always acts with initiative and determination
in the air. This aviator also performed with distinction at a recent tactical
air exercise, successfully intercepting an "aggressor" aircraft at the
specified point. The young aviators emulate in their training this squadron
party buro secretary.




The men of the aviation rear services have a lot of work during intensive
flight operations., Logistic support of flight operations shifts depends on
their skilled, smooth job performance. The men of officers V. Semenets and S.
Khalayev (photograph, upper right) [not reproduced] successfully accomplish
their assigned tasks. They maintain the airfield in a continuous state of
combat readiness and efficiently operate the specialized vehicles and provide
the aireraft with fuel, air, and nitrogen. Actively involved in pre-congress
socialist competition, the men of this subunit are endeavoring to keep their
word and to honor the 27th CPSU Congress with excellent results in military
labor,

Fuel and lubricant specialists Capts N. Grachev and Yu. Nesvitayev carefully
monitor fuel quality. The right center photograph [not reproduced]. shows fuel
testing in the lab.

Officer G. Borisenko skillfully organizes party-political work in -the process
of flight operations. He holds talks with aviation personnel, inquires about
“,progress:and quality of execution of flight assignments, and promptly
synthesizes the know-how of the best pilots, e