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Mauy e. phenomenon whlch but g few weeks ago seemed to the observer
. of East. Europea.n and’ eSpecially Polish events to be quite.opagque and
) envelopeq in a dense fog of rumors, contradictions, ‘and: secrets, has.
,recently become somewhat clearer and can now be categorigeds. -New facts,

._‘authorltat:.ve declarations of the communist: ‘leaders, and highly.

indicative Soviet publications help us make ‘& more.thorough intere
pretation of events in the satellite countries.: In:this context one .

-ean in part carrect the debated background of the upheavals in Poland
_.-which had. ‘oeen described in'a highly dramatiZed fdshionton the basis

of .certain fea.rs _that, from the point of v:.ew of **bhe ;:ﬂaeral forces in

In general, ‘we seem to' be dealing at thls time with a,n extena:nre

"‘and profound push to the left in East Europe. -This push. reaches from
... Ythe Soviet Union to East Geritany and Albenia and even finds its . .
' “’repercusSions in the' tactical gdjustmenta of several West. European ;,'

communist parties, for :mstance, the . Italian CP, as we, were able to
establish a short time ago on the basis.'of the surpnsing changes in

Togl:atti's tactics. ‘In’ the Soviet Uniom. itself, the symptoms. of a
"'shift of the political center of gravity to’ the left can be, seen. in ‘the
... rooting out’ of the last veetiges of-private property, the radzcali;atlon
... . of the a.theist measures, and especially inthe suppression of the .
. ~}nat:nona.l ema.nc1pa1:10n endeavors of the non-Russian peoples. o '

' This push to the 1eft “becemes quite noticeable if we ;est the
quantitatlve and qualitative’ changes, which have emerged since. the end

_of October in Poland, for their géneral:-trend, It is quite evident

that there is a transition from an independent economic pattein,.with
its fa.rrea.ohmg autonomy in”the industrial plants.and with its 1oosen:mg



of central economy planning, to the restoration of the command-type
management which is more or less identical to that of the Soviet Union
and of Moscow's satellite states, As an indication of the reorientation
of Gomulka's policy from the hitherto-held positions of a pronounced
centrism toward a stronger leftward course, we have the personnel
reshuffling in the Politburo, the Council of Ministers, the scientific
institutions, and the Association of Polish Writers. 411l those who
resigned -- including Politburo members Jerzy Morawskis Education
Minister Wladyslaw Bienkowskij Professor Julain Hochfeld, the director
of the Institute of International Problems; Professor Jozef Chalasinski,
the director of the new dissolved Institute of Sociological Studies; and
the no longer reelected chairman of the Professional Organization of
Polish Writers, Antonin Slonimski -~ can be considered to be exponents
of the 1956 October reforms and of a policy which was pursued more or
less consistently for 3 years, With similar clarity we can classify on
the other hand the successors or holders of the newly created posts:

the new deputy prime ministers Eugeniusz Szyr and Julian Tokarski; the
vice chief of the Planning Authority, Tadeusz Gede; the néw coordinator.
of  the. Counterintelligence Service, General Kezimierz Witaszewskij

. Ostap Dluski, newly appointed director of the Foreign Policy Institute;
and the new chairman of the Writer's Associastion, Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz,
An exception is Edward Ochab, Morawski's successor in the party command,
and the new Education Minister Waclaw Tulodziecki; but these exceptions
cannot disprove the validity of the general trend.

It may be entirely correct that the meat and food crisis in Poland
had assumed threatening proportions and had called for urgent intervention,
but in the final analysis, Gomulka and his advisers seem to have used
this critical situation primarily to tackle the political questions in a
much more severe fashion than before. From similar processes in othexr
East bloc states, one can discern that, in Poland, we were not dealing
with a separate action by the Polish regime, but with a partial
phenomenon of an overall complex in Russian satellite policy. In Hungary,
the decisions of the Central Committee as to a more severe course in
the agrarian policy were announced early in November; these decisions
‘¢learly deviated from the middle road which had been outlined in the

- directives for the Seventh Party Congress and in the theses on the new
economic plan, published one month earlier. The observation of this
contradictory process in the Hungarian evolution is important in so far
as, until very recently, certain elements of a centrist course, especially
vis-a-vis the collectivization efforts, were present in the policy of the
Budapest Politburo., In Czechoslovakia, where the leftist trends had
become noticeable for quite some time and where these trends had found
their expression in a posthaste action aimed at the destruction of
private property in agriculture and in the crafts, as well as in the
rooting out of the last representatives of the free professions, new
facts can be registered. In the middle of November, the party leader
and President of the Republic, Novotny, amnounced an administrative
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.w'reform for ‘the country, the ‘preparation of a "socialist" constitution,

.-and the comblnatlon of the kolkhozes,’ These three measures will mean

8 Jump . forward 1n the 1ntegrat10n of Czeohoslovak:a irito’ the Soviet
‘e-ﬂ,,pattern and are obvlously supposed to constitute'e model worthy ‘of
~ -imitation. by ‘the othér satellites at a later date; In East Germany, -
. Rumania, Bulgarla, and AIban1a, one oan 11kewzse note a hardenzng in

the domestic policy ollmate.

AR

The Directives of the Twentv-flrst Part Co

‘In the search for the deeper oausee of such & vast complex,~

"-must -go back: to the deoisions of the Twenty-flrst Party Congress of the

' .. Soviet Unions- It .was Khrushchev himself who in his, programmatical

. speech- on: 27 -January 1959 had. made a.few basic.assertions on the further
“..development: of the sgtellites which were generally neglected in the
. course of -the turbulent foreign polxtlcal events of recent months. At

. the time,. Khrushchev broached- the question of how. the development of the

. socialist. countries toward communism would take 1ts further course. He

. also askeds: "Can one 1magine that one of the. countrles advances from

. socialism to-comnunism and implements the communlst prln01ples of

-

production and. distrlbutlon, while other countrles lag far behind in the
initial stages of the buildup of a sociallst soclety?"' Theé . Sov1et

-, Rusedian .dictator reaected -guch a poss&bllzty and in the’ following words
.. 8et up a principle in which one can clearly recognlze the intention of
' ‘an extensive integration of the East bloc states: S

f' "Such a persPectlve is qulte unllkely if ‘we consider the 1aws of

dig,fhe economic development of the soclallst economic systemi Thecretically

more correct is the assumptlon that the countrles of ‘socialism, ‘with the

A _,v,help of . tne successful utilization of ‘the p0851b111t1es inherent in the
o _JSOClallBt order, will more or less 51mu1taneously make the transition
- .o the hlgher phase of oommunlet society. We" start from the” assumptzon
.....that in the sociallst economic systeém there are new laws of economic
' ~..development in effect, such as manklnd has not known in the past."

The further words of the Sovlet dictator clearly 1ndicate Moscow's

. .determlnatlon %o push the. 1ntegrat10n ‘effort between the' more and the
less developed satellite states. Khrushchev sa1d the follow1ngu

"In the socialist economic system, thete is in’ effect the" law of
planned, proportional development according to which the countries that
had fallen behind economically in the pasty: -draw support from-the

- experience of the other socialist, countries and from collaboration and
- matual aid, and qu;ckly make up for lost time and advance the1r economy
. and_ culture. In this manner, the general level of ‘the eéonomic and
“4cultural development of all soclallst cbuntrles 1s equailzed;" :

','.v"_A_Z‘ o

I I



These statements by Khrushchev were met in East Europe with the
limitless applause of the ideological fznatics, but with obvious
discomfort by the moderate communists, and with dismay by the anti-
communist strata. But these theses about the integration of the people's
democracies were forgotten as the Kremlin did not mske any practical use
of Khrushchev's theoretical principles vis-a-vis the sateliites and as
the Geneva foreign ministers! conference and Khrushchev's subsequent trip
to America completely blanked out this aspect of the relationship
between Moscow and the East Buropean countries. .

Uncersainty Aboud Khrushchev's Motives

The forceful pushing of the plan announced at the Twenty-first
Party Congress_cen_be pinned dcwn in time to the second half of October
of this yeer [79527; as to the motives which caused Khrushchev to co this,
we have only hypothetical assumptions, at best, The Soviet Russian
ruler began to translate his theses on the development of the satellite
states into action shortly after his visit to the United States and
immediately after his return from China. We must therefore ask ourselves
whether this decision had scme connection with these two events. We can
imagine that Khiushchev, after his talks at Camp David, formed the
opinion that the United States, in view of its interest in the regulation
of other problems, such as the Berlin prcblem or international
disarmament, would passively countenance an accelerated penetration of
the East European states, But perheps other considerations also played
an important role here, such as perhaps the consideration that, during
the phase of the preparations for the coming sumnit conference, one
must meet the subjugated peopies of the satellite countries, not with
dangerous mildness, but rather with intimidating toughness. in order to
‘'nip in the bud any rising Bas’ European hopes as to a relaxation of the
dictotorship of the proletariat. Ons might construe roughly identical
hypothetical interconnections between Knrushchev's visit to Peking and
the new intagration wave in East Europe; hare the idea would be for
Khrushchev to try to play down other differences of opinion -~ suck as
for instance those arising out of his coexistence tactics vis-a-vis the
West -~ through concessions to the firebrand concepts of the Chinese.
But it might just as well be that Knrushchev -- through stronger
economic policy and ideological ties of the East European countries with
the Soviet Union -~ want to forestall any possibility of cross-connections
betwcen the East European regimes and the Peking rulers.

The Theéretical Foundations

The topic of the "new laws" in the development of the satellite
states has recently been strongly popularized by the Soviet Russian
party ideologists., Thus, the communist historical philosopher Fedor
Konstantinov wrote a brochure entitled Transition of the Socialist
Countries to Communism, in which Khrushchev's theses of the Twenty-first
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Party Congress exe‘SPelled out, in detall. Koneteﬁﬁlﬁovgﬁiiﬁés'the
vfollow1ng i v B A N

' "In place of the 1r*egu1arnty 1n the development of the’ 1nd1V1dua1
countries under, capltallsm, the law of the planned end proportlonel '
development of the socialist countries begins 1o take effecte ‘More than
that, wunder sogialism.we have not only -the elimination of the jf,
irregularities in the- development, but rather, the llfblng up of the
countries, which had fallen behlnd in their development in ‘the past,
to:the level :of -the advanced countrles and the gradual 1eve111ng of ﬁhe
-Gevelopment. level of .all socialist. oountrles on the bas s of thelr
commorn - upsw1ng." L : ~

- Even ulearer are the two prom:nent pa*ty 1deologlsts Petr Fedoseyev
and Ivan Pouslov,. who. togsther wrote & work on The Development of the~
Soclﬁ’w st World Svstem to_Communism. The authors, ahong -other thlngs,
voice a series of thoughts which clearly illustrate the basic trénhd of:
Khrushchev's. current satellite policy. Here we_heve_f;rst of all the
- following satementséeﬂu" T R

'."The theoretlcal thes*s on, the 1dea that uhe countrles of so¢ielism
w1ll make thelr trahsition to commuhisin’ more or less 51multaneously is
revealed 1n the followangomaln trends | ih the socmalﬁst wovla system,
there is. not and mst not be: the phenomenon that sOme countrlee ‘éndeavor
to forge ahead whlle other countries aust Aeep on’ marklng tlme, it mast
not be, that the aavan01ng countrles are’ Borced t0 retard their- develop-
ment, tempo 4n. $his or that phasé ard pace themselves’ gccording o ‘thoge
countries which ald not walk the “path’of SOClallsm unt11 later." Tho
authors. fur+hermore po:nt out i at “no s1ng1e soclallst count"y Tust”
shut itself in w1th1n its borderu and resort only to 1ts own natlonal
economy, 1ts own forces end resources, The advance of the socialist
counsyies Lnaer communism in a .common front demands the development and
consolldatlon of the entire economic beseoﬁf ‘

As the most important characteristics of thls accelerated "movement
in a front," the Russian party ideologists mention the welding together
of the rational economies of all East bloc states with the economic . .
organism of the Soviet ¥nion into one unit, the completion of S
collectivization in the agriculture of the satellites, and the eliminae
tion of the remnants of the hostile classes, as well as the overcoming
of the bourgeois mentality and of bourgeois morality among the nations
of East Europe.

Continuation of the Class Struggle

In connection with this, we come to the question as to the means
and methods with which this process is to be pushed. Unless the
theoretical principles of the "movement in one front" toward communism



and of the coordination of the development tempo of the various
satellites ~- something directed primarily against Poland and Hungary --
are to remain a lot of words on paper, the weapon of the class struggle
mast be used, Thet this danger must be considered as extremely acute
was proved by Khrushchev in his 1 December speech to the congress of the
Hungarian communists. That can be gathered both from his remark that
"watches will have to Te synchronized" in all East bloc staiss, and from
the ;2ssicnate avowal of the ccllectivization pclicy as the only method
~for Uhe raising of the le.ng standard. Of utmost importance however
was Kiarushchev?!s declaration on the meaning and value of the class
struggle in the building of socialism. To be sure, he stated that the
revision of Stalin's thesis on the growing class struggle in the advance
of the socialist system, which he and Mikoyan had undertaken at the
Twentieth Party Congrecs in ‘955, is correct, but he added a commert

on to this finding with respzct to the development in the satellites
-which-is highly indicalive fur Soviet Russia's current East European
policy.

In the light of these ascertions of Khrushchev, all the changes
now emerging in the satellites are becoming clearer. The Soviet dictator
stated that the criticism of +his thesis (o+‘St911n) did not signify
a rejectinn of the unawoidability of the class struggle in the period
~of the congtruction of socialism. 4&nd he went on to say: "The entire
experienca of govialist constructinm in tne Soviet Union and in the
peoplais ufmocraf“es has convineingly confirmed the generally known
‘Leninist thesis that the class strurgle does not disappear in the
dictatorship of the proletariat, but that it takes on other forms.

In connection with this, it is quite natural that the consolidation of
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the successes of socialist
construction will consistently lead to a change in the relationship

of ihe cluss forces in favor of socizlism 2nd %o the weakening of the
resisirance of the hostile clzsizes, 'This is the generel develonment
tren’ of <he class strrzgzle in the interior of the countries which have
troc the path of socialist development,"
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