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PROBLEMS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES

éﬁﬁis 18 a translation of an article written
5y S. P. Sizenko in Vrachebnoye Delo (Medical
Affairs), No. 10, Kiev, 1959, pages 1107-1110./

(From the proceedings of the Plenary Sesslon
of the Academic Council of the Ministry of
Health USSR, 1959)

In June 1958 the Plenary Session of the Academic
Medical Council of the Ministry of Health of the Republic
was held, during which were presented and discussed the
report of the chalrman of the Academlc Councll, Prof, D.

F. Chebotareva, "On the Development of Medico-Scilentific
Resesrch in the UkSSR and its Introduction into Public
Health Practice znd the Tralning of Scientiflc Personnel;"
the report of the chalrman of the Commission for Problems
of Public Health Crganilzatlons and History of Medicine,
Docent K. F. Duplenko, "On the Coordinsgtion of Scientiflic
Research Institutes wlth Public Health Practice;' the re-
port of the chalrman of the Soviet Union Scientiflc Histor-
ical Medical Society, Prof. M. I Barsukova, "Problems of
Theory and History cf Medicine in the Light of Declslons
of the 2ist Congress of the CPSU;" the report of Prof, I.
A, Polishchuk "On the Status and Prohlems of the Medico-
Sclentific Soclety of the USSR;" the report of Prof, M. K.
Dalya "Concerning Publications b peclalists and Scient-
ific Research Institutes;" and /the report cf/ the Direct-
or of the State Medical Publishing Hcuse of the USSR,
Deputy A. P. Rozdayevskly, "Concerning the Werk of the
gtate"Medical Publishing House of the Ministry of Health
SSR.

A feature of the present Plenary Session is that
not only the sclentific societles of the Republic but also
the personnel of the departments of the Ministry took an
active part in its work, With respect to the first three
problems, the Plenary Session passed a resoluticn wilth a
view towsrds furthering the development of medical sclences
in the Republic, introducing the findings of sclentific re-
search into public health practice and improving the train-
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ing of scilentific personnel.

" ©: It should be stressed that the Academlc Councll and
1ts work problem committees directed the carrylng out of
the historilcal declsions of the 2lst Congress of the CPSU,
implementing a series of important organlzatlonal measures
for' furthering the development of medicil sclences,

- .iThe Academlc Councll, a very active organization,
organizes and directs scientlfic research, wldely coordinat-
ing research in institutes in related flelds and that in
establishments of other departments.

;“The Plenary Sesslon approved of the actlve work and
high-guality organization of scientiflc research concerning
the préblems "Tuberculosis and the Fight Against It,"
"Hyglene in Populated Areas," "Prophylaxls and Group Medi-
cine," "Labor Hygilene in Leading Areas of Industzy and
Rural Economy," '"Dysentery and the Fight Against It," etec,

For a number of other problems there were also quilte
a number of valuable reports. To our regret, however, few
of them covered extensive regearch., A number of research
committees and Academic Council instituies, despite impoit-
ant improvemsnt of their activities, do not yet glve suil-
ficlent attention to combined single-minded planning, The
scientific subjects of the chalrmen of the sections and
lzboratories In many cases is divided inbto smgll, unrelated,
uncoordinated problems whose implementation affords no tan-
gible benefit to either the theory or the practice of
public health. In setting up plans, insufficlent consldera-
tion ls still taken of problems concerning public health
practice.

The Plenary Councll approved and recommended taklng
broader advantage of the active planning method, envision-
ing a subordination of the directlon of sclentifilc research
to the needs of public health practlice and to the develop-
ment of the theory of medical sclence, It 1s &lso neces-
sary /To have/ a broader coordination and correlation be-
twesn esteblishments in related filelds, which will favor
the concentration of efforts on the solution of the pri-
mary tasks of the Seven~Year Heglith Plan -- of furtherlng
the reduction of morbidity and mortality from various dls-
eases in the Republlc,

It was proposed that problems of labor hyglene for
juveniles and women, as well as of ratlonal publle nutrit-
ion for the various age and professional groups 1ln the
population, be worked out in detall.

With respect to the problem of malignant neoplasms
it is necessary to give much attention to the questions of
egriy dlagnosls, prophylactic measures, f£ilnding new meth-
cds of tumor therapy and elaborating on theoretic problems.
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With respect to the problem of "Acute Infectlons of
Childhood," 1t was decided to expand considerably the work-
ing out of epidemlologlc problems, of the pathogenesis and
therapy of measles, and of trends in tha synthesls of
medicinal prepsrations. It 1s necessary to employ modern
methods of the physical, chemlcal and other sclences,

New construction and the perfection of devlices, in-
struments and apparatuses must be encouraged.

The Plenary Session was charged by the Presidium
of the Academic Council 'to devise concrete measures for
the establishment of conditions for sclentific research 1n
medical institutes of higher learning and to implemnent
these decislons,

~ Specifically the organlzation of scilentific research
laboratories in medical institutes and the cregtion of sep-
erate creative groups for working out present-day scientif~
ic and practical problems 1s envisaged; this simultaneously
raises the problem of increasing auxlliary teachlng personn-
el,

The chanelling of major construction into the plan-
ning and construction of new hospltal cilnics, locations
for scientific research liboratories, and rocms for in-
structlon was recommended,

The Plenary Session approved the plan of the organ-
1zatlon of 20 new laboratories in scilentific research in-
stitutes and of enlarging the exilsting ones during 1959,

It also approved the construction of four new instltutes
(experimental and ciinlcal oncology; poliomyelitls and
blology; surgery; antibiotics), as well as the construction
of a new bullding for a chemical sanltation institute.

The Presidium of the Academic Council suggested e~
volving concrete measures for coordinating medlcal research
within scientific establishments in the Peoples' Democrac-
les, and also for stimulating many of our teachers to parti-
cipate in the work of international congresses, conferences
and symposia. :

Much attention was glven to organizing the practical
implementation in medical establishments of the findings of
sclentific reseasrch. During the last two years, the
Academic Council drew up yearly preiiminary plans for the
Republic on the basis of plans for the introductlion of in-
stitutes. The need for the requirement of approval by the
Academic Councill of the Ministry of Health US3R of all sys-
tematic writing and instructlon before their promulgation
in institutes was emphaslzed.

The Plenary Sesslon recommended improvements in the
selectlon of completed sclentific papers foxr inclusion in
ths prelimilnary plan for the Republic: tTo lncrease the role
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of authors, management of departmental organization systems,
of suitable institutes, as well as of section management in
the Ministry of Health USSR for organizing the introduction
scientific research findings into public health practice,

It i1s necessary to accelerate the building and organization
of experimental constructicn material and of departments for
the manufacture of new suppllies of medicinal preparations
for clinical trial.

The Plénary Session emphasized that the practical
implementation of sclentific research and inventions re-
malns a labor-consuming problem and needs constant attention
from varlous aspects,

Several things have been achleved in the training
of doctors and candidates of sclence. Specifically the
number of dissertations by younger people was lncreased.
Nevertheless, there are stlll many unsolved problems. Un-
happily that is how matters stand in the achievements of
doctors of scilence, -

The Plenary Session of the Academic Council necess-
arily payed special attentlion to detalls of chargcter 1n
the achievements of doctors and candidates of scilence,
Creative presentations for the final doctoral and candidat-
orisl dissertations must be encouraged, in order to offer
the best conditions for creative work,

The Academic Councll supervises a card file of each
current dissertation, from which the course of the fulfill-
ment of the work is controlled, and data concerning the
achievements of scientific personnel are analysed for the
individual students working in the Republic for a number
of years. :

During 1959-1960 reports on these problems will be
given to the Republic by instructors in the various instit-
utions and directors of the chair.

Much attention was glven to the aild of instltutes
with assoclated medical establishments, To relnforce these
important activities, the Plenary Session reconmmended to
the directors of the insiitutes that they consolldate the
organizational-methods sectlong existing in these States
and charge them with the responsibilify of organizing the
introduction of scientific achlevements into public hezlth
practice, as well as to Intensify working out sclentific-
ally the statistical, hlstorical and organlzatlonal prob-
lems of public health in related institutes. A deslire to
organize the training of personnel for such sections at the
Kiev Institute for the Advanced Tralnling of Physiclans was
stated,

The Plenary Session called upon all physlcians cf
the Republic to participate actively in the lmplementation
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of one of the central plans decided on by the 21st Congress
of the CPSU regarding communist education of the Soviet
people, Meapures were planned regarding ideologic theory
education of medilcal students and physilclans who are to
undertake historical research, to verse themselves in the
Marxist-<Leninist outlook and to train themselves for actlve
participation in the constructlon of a communist socilety.

In sclentific research instltutes fundamental at-
tention should be glven to working out problems of the hist-
ory of the Sessions and thelr principal problems, the hist-
ory of institutes, sclentific schools, contrlibutions, ad-
mission to medico-sclentific schools in the Ukralne, etc.

For this /purpose/ 1t was recommended to the direct-
ors of medical institutes of higher learning that they
reinforce the chalrs of public health organization of the
history of medicine, and that they appear before the Acad-
emic Council of the Ministry of Health USSR to offer sug-
gestions on problems of bringing programs for teaching the
history of medlcine into closer contact with the study of
the problem of developing natlonal medicine,

The Plenary Council considered the question of the
activities of medico-scientific societies. It was noted
that they revitalized thelr actilvltles considerably in the
last two to three years. Currently there are U457 medico-
scientific socleties in the Republic, uniting over 26,000
physicians and scientific investigators,

Much work is done by socleties of hyglene, surgery,
therapeutics, anatomy, histology and embryology, micro-
biology, epidemiology and infectious disease, stomatology,
otolaryngology, and pedlatrics,

As yet the society of urology is only slightly act-
ive, The society of physlotherapy expects to lncrease its
activities., Nonetheless the practical work of the boards
of several socleties in the Republic, with speclal regard
to the guidance of reglonal socletles of speciallsts, are
already under way.

Fundamental attention is given to the inadmlssibility
of poor organization of the medico-sclentific societles
(YeNMO) in areas of the Republic, This /problem/ 1s recog-
nized especilally in Stalinskaya, Luganskaya, Sumskaya.,
Kievskaya, Odesskaya and other oblasts,

The Plenary Session of the Academic Council charged
the Presidium Joilntly with the administration of the soc-
ieties of the Republic to organize speclalists’ socletles
or speclalists' sections of YeNMO in all the central ob-
lasts Guring the years 1959 to 1960, and to reglster them
officlally.

The Plenary Sesslon charged the Minlster of Health
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USSR, Deputy P. L, Shupik, to make it incumbent upon the
sections of public health to organize the YeNMO in all cen-
tral areas, ! ‘

It wWas recommended that during thelr board meetings
the societies glve a hearing to accounts concerning sclenti-
fic research by thelr members and reports on the activities
of medical establishments from the major speclalists; that
they conduct wildespread review and investigational work
and organize dlscussions on speciglized medical subjects;
that they give frequent hearings to arguments by the sesslon
and by members for more assistance to local socletles; that
they promulgate more extenslvely propaganda of medlical know-
ledge among the population, together with the socleties for
the dissemination of political and sclentlific knowledge and
home sanitatlon education, - g

A representative meeting of all medico-scientiflc
socleties was planned for sharing experiences for the fol-
lowing year,

To improve the promulgation of medical literature
in the Republic, the Presidium of the Academlc Council,
together with the Ukranlan Medical Publishing House, pro-
posed appointing the best authors to prepare the most im-
portant papers in the fundamental medical disciplines for
publication during the following three to four years. The
ruling was adopted that the printing of collections of
sclentific papers of sclentific socleties and public health
establishments will take place only after thelr approval by
the Academic Council of the Ministry of Health USSR.

Scientific research and medical institutes received
recommendations to participate in the planning of scilentif-
ic essays for textbooks for high-level and medlum-level ‘
medical institutes of higher learning, guldance and broad
general work on the basic disciplines and the main quest-~
ions on the theory and practice of medicine,

The Plenary Council considered it expedient 1n the
preparation of sclentific work for publication to alm main-
1y at monothematic collections in which the work of several
institutes 1s united, :

The sesslions of Soviet teaching instltutes conduct
the required approval for manuscripts when the contribut-
ions are prepared for publicatlon.

Medico-scientific societles must therefore be en-
listed wldely for approving sclentific papers, for review-
ing activities and for popularizing medical Jjournals belng
issued in the USSR. In the opinion of the participants of
the Plenary Sessilon, the journal "Pedilatrics, Obstetrics
and Gynecology" should be divided into two independent
journals, and the Journal "Prophylactic Medicine" should
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be revived.

The preparation and publicatlon of informative sys-
tematic instructions concerning questions of requirements,
presentation and offlclal registration of collections of
work, essays, theses, etc, 1s planned.

The Plenary Sesslon of the Academic Council of the
Ministry of Health USSR broached the question of a superior
ideological and workmanship-like level /of wora7' 11
educational institutes of the Republic and leadlng person-
nel of the Minlstry particilpated actively in 1ts work,

: Critical observations and constructlve suggestions
were allowed to be pronounced. Thelr implementation will
further promote the development of sclentific research 1n
the USSR and the solution of problems of public health,
posed by the 2lst Congress of the CPSU in its Seven-Year
Plan for the Development of the Soclallst Motherland.
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