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BULGARIA

MINISTER SPEAKS ON REORGANIZATION OF EDUCATION
Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 14 Sep 84 pp 1, 4

[Interview with Prof Aleksandur Fol, minister of public education, by Slavka
Antonova: "Realism and Innovation: During the New Academic Year a Comprehen-
sive and Long-Range Solution to the Problems of Reorganizing the Educational
System"; date and place of interview not given]

[Text] A new holiday, the start of the academic year,
has come within days after the celebrating of the jubilee
of our socialist motherland. For the teacher and instructor
as well as for the students from the 6-year-old lst graders
to the students in the institutions of higher learning,
the work weeks are beginning in the classrooms and
auditoriums. '

Before the first day of school, the editorial representative
Slavka Antonov spoke with the minister of public education,
Prof Aleksandur Fol, on the tasks which the educational
workers must carry out. ' ‘

[Question] Comrade Fol, at the National Coﬁfereﬁce for Education Workers in
July of the present year, the previous academic year was spoken of as a de-
cisive moment along the path of reform. On what basis have such judgments been
made?

[Answer] During the 1983-1984 academic year, all activities in the educational
area were carried out under the impact of important events for our people, the
national party conference and the 40th anniversary of the 9 September socialist
revolution in Bulgaria. Successful steps were taken along the path of reorgan-
izing education in following the Theses of the BCP Central Committee adopted at
the July (1979) Plenum. An integrated system of educational and indoctrina-
tional work was introduced from the 1lst to 3d grades for the ESPU ([unified
secondary vocational school] and curricula and syllabuses for the general edu-
cational and vocational training in the 1llth grade. An initial experiment was
carried out to combine freely chosen training with genmeral requirements and
electives.

We feel that the 40th anniversary of the victory of the socialist revolution in
Bulgaria was celebrated in a completely fitting manner by all the educational




workers. They are aware that what the Bulgarian people have achieved under the
leadership of the BCP in all areas of life has been both the contribution and
pride of the educational system.

[Question] Let us continue with a traditional question: On the eve of the new
academic year are the teachers and faculties ready for viable work of high
quality from the very first meetings with their students?

[Answer] The secondary and higher schools are now on the threshold of the new
1984-1985 academic year. The plan for admitting students to the various schools
has been fulfilled. The school network has been brought into greater accord
with the needs of the national economy for highly skilled workers and special-
ists. The teacher, faculty and leadership personnel is ready.

Each year the state allocates significant amounts to build a new physical plant
for instruction and to modernize the existing one. According to the 1984 capi-
tal investment plan, around 165 million leva should be used. With these funds
in 1984, 7,900 places will be completed and put into operation for full-day
nurseries and around 800 classrooms for schools of all types and levels. The
people's councils have promptly completed the routine repairs and major over-
haul of the physical plant and classes will start in modern and clean buildings.

In line with the electronization of the educational process, in 1984-1985 there
are plans to introduce into the educational system around 3,500 Pravets-82 per-
sonal computers. The 1985 graduating class both from the secondary and higher

schools will be characterized by a better ability to handle electronic computer
equipment and particularly the Bulgarian personal microcomputers. Preparations
have started to provide the software for the computers both in the administra-

tion of education and in the educational process.

[Question] The public has shown great and justified interest in the new proc-
esses in education. The reform in this area is just beginning. What basic
tasks will be carried out during this academic year? What positive changes are
expected?

[Answer] 1In the new 1984-1985 academic year, a new curriculum will be intro-
duced everywhere for educational work in the nurseries as well as new syllabuses
and curricula in the 4th grade with a 5-day educational week.

There will be s further improvement in the vocational training centers, in job-
polytechnical training, in vocational guidance and the vocational training of
the younger generation. We will continue to improve the range of professional
areas and specialties in accord with the needs of the economy and the strategic
areas of scientific and technical progress (electronics, robotics, flexible auto-
mated systems, biotechnology and so forth).

In a spirit of the adjustments made in the curriculums and the given directions
for improving the educational content, a maximum effort will be made to over-
come the informational overload on the students. This problem remains one of
the central ones for the following academic year.



All the higher schools which train educational personnel, as of this year, will
operate under new syllabuses and curricula in order to provide unity among the
psychological-pedagogical, scientific, procedural and vocational-practical
training of the future teachers.

During the new academic year, the educational system as a whole must prepare
conditions for converting to truly universal secondary education, it must quali-
tatively improve the skills of executor personnel and create forms and units for
broadening the scope ¢f these activities.

Duriﬁg the new academic year we must work hard on the scientific-procedural,
personnel and material prerequisites for further reforming higher education.

[Question] The pending tasks truly require the full mobilization of the profes-
sional and moral forces of the teachers and instructors. But does this not
mean that there must also be a complete change in the attitude toward the dif-
ficult tasks and the mastery of a new approach in carrying them out?

[Answer] Realism in resolving the complex problems cf further reforming educa-
tion is the basic approach during the new academic year. This means that we
must go more profoundly into the essence and complexity of the phenomena and
processes, we must think and act boldly, and comprehensively, with an eye to the
future, carry out the tasks which stem from the Long-Range Program for Improving
Quality adopted by the National Party Conference, the post-congress ideas of
Comrade Todor Zhivkov as well as the Moscow Summit Conference of the CEMA Mem-
ber Countries in June 1984,

It is also essential to more actively utilize certain basic factors for inten-
sifying instruction. Of primary importance among them is the new educational
content which is being constantly improved in order to provide the ideological,
philosophical and intellectual development of the students.

An intense educational process cannot be achieved without modern teaching equip-
ment. Let me repeat that we &re proceeding more confidently than last year to
introduce electronic computers and particularly the microcomputers into educa-
tion.

The role of the student in the educational process, as an active partner, is
another important condition for improving the quality and effectiveness of edu-
cation. An ever-broader place is to be given to active forms of independent
work, to solving creative, special-problem and applied practical assignments in
debates and discussions, seminar exercises, conferences and so forth.

[Question] Can we expect a greater part played by the students in the education-
al process and in creating conditions to disclose and prove their creative abil-
ities with instructors who do not possess high pedagogical and special training
and a flare for modern requirements. Certainly a large portion of the Bulgarian
teachers have shown their professional maturity. Yet what concerns will be shown
to develop the creative capabilities of the instructors?

[Answer] Pedagogical creativity brings together the problems of vocational
guidance, growth and self-affirmation. It is essential to approve the '"Basic




Provisions for the Vocational Guidance cf Young Men and Women Into the Teaching
Profession'" with new criteria for selecting the candidates. The aim is to es-
tablish a unified system which in practical terms wtilizes the efforts of all
social factors in order to direct the young men and women with visible pedagogi-
cal inclinations into this profession.

The improved skills of the pedagogical personnel during the new academic year
will be subordinate to the basic ideas set out in the Long-Range Party Program
for Improving Quality. Qualification will be carried out where it is most ef-
fective, that is, in the schools, in production itself, in scientific insti-
tutes, in specialized groups and so forth. Preference will be given to those
types and forms of activity which provide instruction with no or partial leave
from the former professional duties.

In a special decree the party, government and public crganizations have taken
extensive decisions in order to significantly increase the material incentives
for all pedagogical personnel. This is one aspect. The other aspect, so to
speak, the reverse effect fo the document, has been truly very strong on all
educational workers for whom it is a moral admonishment in the spirit of the
Charter of the Bulgarian Teacher and demands boldness and competence from them
in order to solve the creative problems of the indoctrination and education of
the students.

[Question] In this process of improvement and creative rise, what will be the
role of the communists and primary party organizations in the schools?

[Answer] Tt is becoming clearer and clearer that the role of the primary party
organizations and the communists in all types and levels of schools will rise

to the level of a historical imperative. This imperative is to protect the
honor and the future of the socialist revolution through and in education so
that, as Comrade Todor Zhivkov aptly put it, across this bridge generation after
generation can pass in their advance toward communism. Personal responsibility
and not the consideration of any exterior measures, professional discipline,
professional noncomplacency  and competence, implacability in the ideological
struggle for the minds of the younger generation--these are the qualities which
should now lead the pedagogical collectives.

10272
€SO0: 2200/6



BULGARIA

INTERNAL MINISTER STRESSES ROLE OF SECURITY FORCES
Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 14 Sep 84 pp 1, 2

[Speech by Col Gen Dimitur Stoyanov, candidate member of the Politburo of the
BCP Central Committee and minister of internal affairs, given at a ceremony
devoted to the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs organizations, given on 14 September 1984 at the People's Palace of
Culture in Sofia: "Always Under Party Leadership, Always in the Service of
the People"]

[Text] Respected comrades, dear friends. Just several days ago our people
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the victorious 9 September Socialist Revo-
lution. The magnificent celebrating of this brightest day in the 1,300-year
history of Bulgaria became a vivid manifestation of the victories of the social-
ist social system, of the unshakable moral, political and social unity of the
Bulgarian people and their solidarity with the general April line of the BCP;

it became a demonstration of loyalty to Marxism-Leninism and proletarian inter-
nationalism and of the consistent struggle to strengthen world peace and social
progress.

With immeasurable warmth and trust our people have expressed their unbounded
love and gratitude toward the BCP and to the great Soviet people and their
Leninist Communist Party.

The victory of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria was a natural result of the
many years of class battles by the party and the people against capitalism and
fascism and achieved with the decisive aid of the Soviet Army.

The triumphant and optimistic words of the first party and state leader given at
the ceremony on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution
in Bulgaria deeply moved the Bulgarian people and found a cherished and perman-
ent place in their hearts. With clear and accurate generalizations, Comrade
Todor Zhivkov disclosed the historic victories of socialism in our country and
the creative forces and talent of our people.

"over the four decades,'" he pointed out, "Bulgaria has fundamentally changed
its appearance, and at present our small land has become an industrial-agrarian
land, green and fertile, unified and rich, a paradise land, an exemplary land,
a land to be envied! In this land socialism has been victorious finally and



irreversibly and in this land of ours the people live without suppression,
without exploitation and without unemployment, under the conditions of social
justness; the people live and create in a strong moral-political unity around
the general April line and policy of the BCP. Inspired by the great ideas of
Marx, Engels and Lenin, our people have entered the crucial period of building
developed socialism. And there is no unprejudiced person who does not see that
the society which we have created is the high point in the 1,300-year history
of Bulgaria."

The role and importance of the April Plenum of the BCP Central Committee and of
the consistently carried out Leninist April line have been historic for the
achieving of these revolutionary changes and victories.

Due to the April course, the creative and guiding activities of the BCP have
been brought into accord with the objective laws of social development, confi-
dence in the revolutionary and transforming force of the party has been
strengthened, steady development rates have been achieved, the energy and crea-
tive initiative of the people have been unleashed, and real prerequisites and
guarantees have been established for the ongoing improvement of social rela-
tions, for the further development of democracy, for the strictest observance

of legality and for the full expression and realization of the socialist person-
ality.

The general Secretary of the Party Central Committee and the chairman of the
State Council, Comrade Todor Zhivkov, has been the universally recognized
strategist, organizer and inspirer of the Lenin April line and the faithful
continuer of the great cause of Dimitur Blagoev and Georgi Dimitrov. A great
son of Bulgaria and the BCP, a major theoretician and organizer, a revered party
and state leader for nearly three decades, Comrade Todor Zhivkov in a Leninist
manner has worked out party strategy, he has enriched Marxism-Leninism, he has
dialectically linked theory and practice and has ably led the party and state.
His rich theoretical and practical activities have established him as a promin-
ent and respected figure in the international communist and workers movement and
as an eminent statesman.

Comrades. The establishing of the system of the MVR [Ministry of Internal
Affairs] on the next day after the victory of the socialist revolution was a
natural phenomenon and was of enormous political import.

On 10 September 1944, the Council of Ministers approved Decree No 1 which re-
solved to organize from the personnel of the rebel detachments new detachments
of the MVR as one of the armed detachments of the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat for defending people's [communist] power and for guaranteeing security and
public order in the nation.

In establishing the MVR bodies, the BCP Central Committee was following the
view of V. I. Lenin that "any revolution makes sense only if it is able to pro-
tect itself."

The right and high trust of becoming fighters on the front of defending security
and socialist public order was won by some of the most faithful sons and daugh-
ters of the party and people and tempered in the years-long and fierce battles



against the class enemies. These included partisans, illegal party workers,
political prisoners, partisan supporters, helpers, active figures of the party
and the Komsomol as well as loyal and honest Bulgarian patriots. They defended
the cause of socialism with the same dedication with which they participated in
the struggle against fascism and capitalism.

Even during the first days after 9 September 1944, Georgi Dimitrov had shown
exceptional interest and concern for setting up the MVR bodies, he determined
their tasks and directly led their diverse and responsible activities. "We
cannot conceive of the correct and democratic development of Bulgaria in socio-
political life and in the area of security," emphasized Georgi Dimitrov, "with-
out strong, disciplined and enlightened MVR bodies."

We are proud that the name of Comrade Todor Zhivkov is linked both with the
founding as well as the further establishing and developing of the MVR bodies.
The first Staff of the People's Police in Sofia was organized and worked under
his direct supervision.

Such prominent figures in the BCP as Comrades Stanko Todorov, Dobri Dzhurov,
Boyan Bulgaranov, Vladimir Bonev, Dimo Dichev, Encho Staykov, Radenko Vidinskiy,
Khristo Boev and Kapriel Kaprielov also emerged from the founders of the MVR.

In the central and territorial administrations of the MVR, the party promoted
as leaders responsible party figures and partisan commanders.

Just 20 days after the historic victory on 9 September 1944, Comrade Todor

" Zhivkov in the party organ RABOTNICHESKO DELO published an article,"Our People's
Police,"which explained the essence and tasks of the police. "In a crucial
historical moment," he wrote, "during the days of the great war to save the
motherland from the German hordes, responsible tasks have been placed on the
People's Police. These are:

", ..To be fully in the service of the authorities of the Fatherland Front and
the Bulgarian people to defend its rights, freedoms and interests.

"The People's Police is at the disposal of the people. The people are at the
disposal of the People's Police. The people and the police are a single whole
and must be a single whole. '

"The people will be the supreme controller of the deeds of their offspring, the
People's Police."

Thus, our party has indoctrinated the MVR workers and bodies in the ability to
protect and defend its victories.

The MVR bodies have correctly understood their place in carrying out the in-
structions of the Central Committee and government. They have waged a merciless
struggle to defeat the bourgeois state machine and political system. They suc-
cessfully carried out the task set by the party of eliminating the reactionary
fascist organizations and neutralizing the provocateurs, pillagers, black
marketeers and speculators. Crushing blows were dealt to the reaction and in a
short period of time the military-fascist conspiratorial organizations such as
King Krum, Neutral Officer and Military Alliance had been rendered harmless.




Inscribed in our combat chronicle was the elimination of the counterrevolution-
ary organizations and the leaders of foreign enemy centers of sabotage, treason
and political banditry.

With tenacity and self-sacrifice, with total dedication to the party and people,
the workers of the MVR protected the socialist revolution and people's power.
Thus they established the strong bases for the militant traditions of our min-
istry.

The process of renewal commenced after the historic April Plenum of the BCP
Central Committee also had a strong beneficial and constructive force on the
MRV bodies. All their activities were placed under the immediate leadership
and control of the party Central Committee. The content, purpose and nature of
the functions and tasks carried out by them were enriched. Their ties with the
workers were strengthened and deepened and the social [voluntary] principle was
broadened. Broad scope was given to the initiative and creativity of the per-
sonnel with the strictest and unswerving observance of socialist legality and
the creative application of the Leninist style and methods of work and leader-
ship.

At present, the MRV is a modern organized system in the state apparatus and
social administration. In it the revolutionary traditions and virtues of the
party and people are safeguarded and developed. Efforts have been made to im-
prove the activities of the MRV bodies in all areas and to raise them up to the
level of the present-day complex and responsible tasks which the party and the
socialist state are carrying out.

In recent years, the Politburo of the BCP Central Committee, the State Council
and the government have adopted important decisions and enforceable enactments
which form a solid political and legal basis for improving the operational,
investigatory, security and administrative activities of the ministry.

Over the past 40 years, our people have not only built a new socialist Bulgaria
but have also shown maximum vigilance, heroism and dedication to defending their
state against the encroachments of the domestic and foreign enemies. The his-
toric path followed by the Bulgarian people in the struggle to build and
strengthen a socialist social system is the path which has also been followed

by the MRV bodies. Under the party's leadership and concern, they have success-
fully carried out their basic obligations of providing conditions for peaceful
and creative labor.

State security made a number of attacks which unmasked and rendered harmless a
number of agents and emissaries from the enemy special services. Ever more
skillfully they have parried the attempts to carry out espionage, terrorist,
smuggling, ideological and other subversive and corrupting activities.

The workers of the People's Police have successfully combated crime to protect
socialist and private property, the individual, the rights and legitimate in-
terests of the citizens. The perpetrators of crime have been promptly discover-
ed and a healthy social order has been provided.



The glorious border guards vigilantly and courageously are on guard and ensure
the inviolability of the state frontier.

Our fire fighters worthily protect the enormous social wealth, the life and
property of the citizens against the disaster of fire.

All the positive results and victories of the MRV and its bodies over the last
40 years are due to the unstinting labor and dedication of the workers who are
communists and Komsomol members and to the broad support from the workers.

They have been achieved under the leadership and supervision of the BCP Central
Committee, the Politburo and Comrade Todor Zhivkov personally. All the em-
ployees of the ministry are infinitely grateful and cognizant of the unceasing
concern, attention and confidence which have been shown to us and for the sys-
tematic and concrete leadership and support in the present-day building up and
development of the MVR.

Allow me to assure the Central Committee of our party; the Politburo and Com-~
rade Todor Zhivkov personally that we, the employees of the MVR are united and
have closed ranks around the general April line of the party and that in the
future we will participate wholeheartedly in the struggle to defend and build a
strong socialist society in our country and for the flourishing of the People's
Republic of Bulgaria. ‘

Comrades. The BCP has carried out enormous theoretical, political and organiza-
tional work in fulfilling the decisions of .the 12th Congress to create a modern
material-technical base, to consistently apply the new economic approach and its
mechanism, to carry out intensification everywhere and introduce the peak scien-
tific and technical achievements, to improve the political system, democracy,
legality and administration, to better the quality of all spheres of material
and spiritual life and to shape and indoctrinate a well-rounded socialist per-
sonality.

The new theoretical ideas and the practical approaches developed by Comrade
Todor Zhivkov concerning the patterns of mature socialism, the political and
scientific approach, the scientific and technical revolution as the crucial
factor for social progress, the owner and master of socialist property, the
further increasing of the standard of living and the development of socialist
democracy, raising the education and skills of the personnel, strengthening
discipline and raising exactingness and responsibility are of strategic sig-
nificance for creating a developed socialist society.

The workers and fighters of the MVR have accepted the new party plans with pro-
found inner conviction as their own fighting program and are actively working
to carry them out. A number of programs have also been worked out and are be-
ing implemented to improve the activities of the MVR bodies, for their even
more effective participation in realizing the protective and creative function
of the socialist state, and to increase their contribution to the further de-
velopment of the political system, social relations and socialist democracy.

Protection of the security and public order»ianulgaria is a question which in-
volves the interests of the entire people. Precisely this determines the pro-
found democratic nature of the activities of the MVR bodies. They do not and




cannot have other goals aside from protecting the victories of the 9 September
Socialist Revolution and the victories of the Bulgarian working people. The
MVR employees realize that in thwarting any encroachment on our socialist state,
they are acting in the interests of all society. The MVR bodies have been set
up by the people themselves for their self-defense against the intrigues of the
imperialist intelligence services and the actions of hostile elements. They
have organized their work on the principles of socialist democracy and humanism
and are under the constant control of the people, the BCP and the government.

In accord with the requirements of the party, the Constitution as well as with
their humane essence and goals, the basic area in the activities of the MVR
bodies is broad preventive activities to indoctrinate and protect the citizens
against harmful actions even before the standards of the socialist law have been
violated. These activities conform most fully to the fundamental interests of
the socialist society and play an important role in eliminating the causes and
conditions which can give rise to antisocialist actions and other negative mani-
festations.

A further improvement in the effectiveness of preventive work requires the
carrying out of scientifically sound and systematic research on the causes and
conditions which give rise to negative phenomena and crime, a study of social
contradictions and their prompt disclosure and resolution. In this area the
MVR bodies in the future will rely widely on the workers and will collaborate
most closely with the other state and public bodies and organizations, with the
scientific and cultural institutions and the mass information media.

The increased sociopolitical and moral criteria, the growing implacability of
the citizens against negative phenomena and any unworthy action which encroaches
on the honor and dignity of the working man have created a new social situation
and require an even more decisive struggle for limiting and reducing crime, vio-
lations of the law and other antisocial actions.

For this reason, we feel that in the future one of the main areas in the activi-
ties of the MVR bodies must be a consistent, competent and offensive struggle
against criminal encroachments on the individual, private and public property,
the maintaining of strong public order and calmness among the citizens. All of
this is an inseparable part of the efforts to further raise the standard of liv-
ing of our people, to increase their capacity for labor and social activeness
and to establish the socialist way of life.

Under the leadership of the BCP Central Commitee and the government, the new
economic approach and mechanism have been applied consistently and everywhere
and these reflect the objective needs of social development. The qualitatively
new party tenet of the state owner and the proprietor labor collective is of
fundamental significance for forming the new approach, for its correct under-
standing, application and improvement. Also deriving from these party tenets
are the new tasks for the MVR bodies related to the protection, defense and de-
velopment of the economy. These are determined by the functions of the state
and conform fully to the interests of the labor collectives and the economic
and administrative leadership for high effectiveness and quality, for production
development and for introducing the peak scientific and technical achievements.
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In the future it is essential to strengthen the ties of the MVR bodies with the
labor collectives and economic organizations, to provide them competent help in
organizing the protection of socialist property and seek their aid in combating
embezzlement, theft, mismanagement, emergencies, disasters and fires which re-
duce the economic effect in production. We must more deeply study the process-
es and phenomena in the economy and improve the information and analytical ac-
tivities and the alerting functions to the party, state, economic leaders and
labor collectives. The MVR bodies in the future will work more actively and
uncompromisingly to protect the socialist economy against criminal encroach-
ments and to secure and recover the losses caused to the state and economic
organizations.

Comrades. The tasks of the MVR bodies in the area of exercising the protective
function of the state and for defending the socialist victories of our people
are of primary significance. These are becoming even more pressing at present
when the external threat to the security of Bulgaria and the other socialist
commonwealth countries is growing.

As is known, due to the fault of the ruling circles of the United States and
the NATO countries, the international situation is exacerbated to the extreme.

The development of international events fully confirms the fundamental judgments
contained in the Prague Declaration of the Warsaw Pact Member States of 5 Janu-
ary 1983, the Moscow Joint Declaration approved on 28 June 1983 and the Declara-
tion of the CEMA Member Nations of 14 June 1984. The course of confrontation
followed by the warmongering circles of imperialism and primarily America has
increased seriously the tension in the world and has disrupted the normal de-
velopment of international political and economic relations. The established
historical realities and agreements since the end of World War II have been
placed in question. These actions also undermine the Helsinki Agreements.

This aggressive policy has been accompanied by military preparations such as the
deployment of the Pershing nuclear missiles and cruise missiles in Western
Europe and the programs for militarizing space and utilizing chemical weapons.
This is expressed in the brutal invasion and suppression of freedom in Grenada,
the undeclared war against Nicaragua and the people of El1 Salvador, in the un-
ceasing provocations against Cuba, in the ruthless actions of the American mili-
tary in Lebanon and the Near East and the attempts to destabilize a number of
other countries.

The USSR, Bulgaria and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth firmly
and consistently defend the position that peaceful development, coexistence and
collaboration between different states and peoples are fully possible with an
honest, constructive approach and clear political will.

The socialist countries headed by the Soviet Union has come forward with a whole
series of initiatives to reduce and ultimately eliminate nuclear and chemical.
- weapons, to ban the militarization of space, to reduce expenditures on military
purposes, to move on to disarmament and the signing of a treaty for the mutual
renunciation of force and for maintaining peaceful relations between the Warsaw
Pact and NATO countries.
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In this context, of enormous significance for the world of today are the clear
and categorical positions of the Soviet Union expressed by the general secre-
tary of the CPSU Central Committee and chairman of the Presidium of the USSR
Supreme Soviet, Comrade Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko: '"In the present," he
stated, "extremely tense international situation .we clearly declare that the
Soviet Union will continue to carry out a policy of peace, a peace that is
lasting and just for all peoples, large and small.... But anyone who thinks
that we are in favor of peace because we are weak risks a fatal error. No be-
lievers in military adventures will succeed in catching us unprepared and no
potential aggressor can hope that he will avoid a devastating retaliatory
strike."

The People's Republic of Bulgaria is taking an active part in the efforts to
improve the political climate in the world, in Europe and primarily in the Bal-
kans. The steps undertaken by our party and state leadership to turn the Bal-
kans into a zone free of nuclear weapons have received and are receiving broad
recognition and approval.

Socialist Bulgaria as a member of the Warsaw Pact and CEMA is doing everything
necessary to achieve a decisive turn toward peace and disarmament and at the
same time is taking the necessary measures to strengthen its security and de-
fense might.

The aggressive foreign policy course of the U.S. administration has been accom-
panied by attempts of unprecedented scope to instigate an ideological offensive
against the socialist countries and this has already assumed the nature of
total psychological warfare. 1In this regard, a special role is played by the
intelligence and other special services of the United States and the NATO coun-
tries and their ideological subversive centers.

American imperialism and the NATO countries more and more are endeavoring to de-
stabilize and disrupt the economic life of the socialist and developing coun-
tries to ruin their economic development plans and to cause harm to foreign
trade and international economic collaboration. They are also showing a greater
intelligence interest in the questions of the political, economic and scientific-
technical development of our country and particularly its defense capability.

Moreover, they are attempting to intervene openly in the domestic affairs of the
socialist and developing countries. These measures are aimed at fostering polit-
ical and social inertia, at belittling and denying the achievements of real
socialism and its spiritual values and at provoking antistate actions and creat-
ing centers of hostile activity. For these purposes, they are utilizing the en-
tire ideoldgical arsenal of anticommunism and the old and new means of fighting
against socialism. In their subversive activities, the United States and the
NATO countries more and more frequently are resorting to extremist forms, in-
cluding terror. The ruling circles in the United States and the CIA are carry-
ing out subversive and terroristic actions and operations to destabilize the
political and state life in a number of countries. At the same time they are
organizing noisy propaganda campaigns in order to accuse other countries of
terroristic activities as well as weapons and drug trafficking.
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In recent years, the United States and certain Western states have systemati-
cally carried out carefully prepared and staged outbursts of hegemonism, spy
hysteria, hystrical statements and slander. Characteristic in this regard has
been the international provocation against Bulgaria in the so-called "Antonov
Case" which was inspired by extremist circles in the United States and NATO
with the aid of the CIA and the other Western special services.

The leading circles of the United States and NATN have undertaken a number of
measures to reorganize their propaganda machine, in giving particular attention
to working out and implementing special programs for their ideological subver-
sive centers and are attempting to establish channels for sending subversive
propaganda literature and are increasing the activities of their emissaries

who have been given special assignments to inspire antisocialist activities.

Experience has shown that regardless of the enormous material outlays and the
scope of the conducted actions and operations, the class enemy has not achieved
the desired subversive results. All its attempts to carry out its criminal
plans have encountered the strong moral and political unity of our people and
their closest solidarity with the BCP and its Central Committee.

In protecting the interests of the socialist society, the State Security bodies
in the future will focus their efforts on the actions of the main organizers of
espionage and ideol»ngical subversion, that is, the special services and the
ideological subversive centers of the imperialist powers. The struggle against
them has the most decisive and uncompromising nature. It requires that we in-
crease more and more our political vigilance and the effectiveness of the meas-
ures to defeat the actions of the enemy's intelligence and ideological centers.

All our ideological front and all our community are fighting and must fight
evermore firmly against the ideological subversion of imperialism. At the same
time this struggle more and more is becoming one of the basic lines in the ac-
tivities of the State Security bodies.

It is the high political and patriotic duty of the bodies evermore skillfully
and promptly to unmask the perfidious methods and attempts by the enemy to
spread the germs of ideological corruption, moral degradation and ideological
confusion.

The State Security workers are well aware that the struggle against the ideolog-
ical subversion of imperialism is primarily political work and they themselves
are the party's political fighters at the hottest points of the class struggle.

To guarantee the security and public order, we in the future will work most
closely with our comrades in arms from the Ministry of National Defense, the
Ministry of Justice, the Chief Prosecutor and Supreme Court. As up to now, sO
in the future we will seek out and rely on the aid and collaboration with the
fatherland fromt, the Komsomol, the Bulgarian trade unions, the volunteer de=
tachments of workers and all our public. Deep ties with the workers have been
and will be our source of strength and guarantee for new successes in all our
activities.
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Allow me to express profoundest gratitude and thanks to all for the all-round
support and aid which have been given us. We are confident that in the future
our common activities will be even more beneficial.

The BCP has always shown consistent and effective internationalism, it has al-
ways indoctrinated its cadres and workers in loyalty and dedication to the
cause of the international communist and workers movement and has completely
strengthened and developed friendship and collaboration with the great Soviet
Union and the other socialist commonwealth nations.

Friendship and unity with the Soviet Union and the CPSU at present remain the
cornerstone of the domestic and foreign policy of the BCP and an objective pat-
tern in the historical development of Bulgaria.

In all the stages of establishing and developing the MVR bodies, we have ob-
tained the aid and support of our Soviet comrades. The enormous experience of
the bodies of the KGB [State Security Committee] and the USSR MVD [Ministry of
Internal Affairs] with whom we maintain a pure and sacred friendship has been
an inexhaustible source for mastering operational theory and practice and for
increasing the professional training of the MVR workers.

On the day of our holiday, let us express our profound gratitude and sincere
thanks to the Soviet brothers and comrades in arms for their great responsive-
ness and comradely mutual aid.

We also send our fighting greetings to the security and public order bodies of
the other socialist countries with whom we are fighting together for our great
cause.

Comrades. Directly after the 9 September Socialist Revolution, the party clear-
ly outlined the most important principles and activities for the MVR: total
dedication to the cause of the revolution, close ties with the people, unswerv-
ing loyalty to the party and communist power, legitimacy and firmness in the
struggle against the class enemies and high proletarian humanism. These demo-
cratic principles have been and remain now the basis of activities for the min-
istry's employees.

Under the leadership of the BCP, in the struggle for defending the socialist vic-
tories of the heroic Bulgarian working people, tested cadres, employees and
fighters of the MVR have grown up and been tempered. Linked to their activities
is the image living in the people of the MVR worker, a passionate revolutionary,
a person of purest honesty and personal courage, implacable in the struggle
against the enemies, severe for the sake of duty and humane, ready for self-
sacrifice in the name of the people's cause to which he has devoted his life.

The employees and fighters of the MVR consider as their highest duty to maintain
this pure and bright image and to be faithful to it in all their activities.

Among us, in this large and attractive auditorium, as well as in all the corners
of our socialist motherland there are thousands of comrades for whom the first
steps of the MVR bodies, the first fierce clashes with the enemy and the strug-
gles to confirm our present were not merely history but their fate, the sense
and content of all their aware life.
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On behalf of the collegium and the rayon party committee, let us voice our
sincere gratitude to the MVR veterans. We are firmly convinced that in the
future they will be constantly in our battle formation.

In this solemn hour, let us pay proper honor and profound respect to the memo-
ries of our fighting comrades who gave up the most cherished thing, their
lives, in carrying out their party and official duty. Their revolutionary
path and cause will be eternally alive and are an inspiring example for emula-
tion.

An exceptionally important victory for us that, in steadily following the gen-
eral April line, the MVR has carried out a consistent policy of unification,
respect and trust for the various generations of cadres, and for establishing
the necessary prerequisites and conditions for their correct recruitment,
training, indoctrination and realization. The revolutionary experience, the
political class-party tempering and loyalty to the party's cause, the wisdom
and operational skill of the senior cadres who have been tested in the class
struggles are being passed on to the younger generation and are being combined
with their modern ideological-political, scientific and operational training.

The integrated activities of the MVR bodies require a constant rise in the pro-
fessional training of the personnel and greater discipline and the capacity to
work under modern conditions. We must deepen intellectualization on the basis
of modern scientific and technical achievements and constantly broaden the
political viewpoint of each employee. We must decisively eliminate routine and
rote, we must provide scope for creativity and ardor in work, operational
theory and practice must be enriched and greater attention must be paid to the
study and application of positive experience.

The process of greater ideologization is essential and obligatory for the offi-
cers, employees and fighters in the MVR system. This must be constantly broad-
ened and enriched and lead to the formation of a consistent and active politi-
cal position in each employee and fighter, to a feeling for the new and the
ability to take correct and purposeful decisions in the most complex situa-
tions.

Permit me, comrades, on the day of the militant holiday of the MVR, on behalf of
the collegium and the BCP Rayon Committee, to warmly and sincerely congratulate
all the employees and wish them and their families good health, good cheer and
new successes in their responsible, humane and noble activities.

The supreme order in our intense work is the motto taken from the oath: '"Always
under the leadership of the party, always in the service of the people." For
this reason there is no higher reward for us than the positive praise given by
the 12th BCP Congress to the labor of the employees and soldiers of the MVR.
This praise inspires, animates and mohilizes us to new deeds and we will not
spare either our forces, knowledge and labor to be worthy of the party's trust
and will always be the steel shield and sword of the victoriously advancing
socialist revolution.

Long live the leader, inspirer and organizer of our socialist ascent, the BCP,
and its Dimitrov Central Committee headed by Comrade Todor Zhivkov! '
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Long live the glorious Leninist CPSU and its Central Committee headed by
Comrade Konstantin Chernenko!

May our dear fatherland, the People's Republic of Bulgaria have long life,
greater strength and endure over the centuries!

Happy holiday, dear comrades!
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BULGARTIA

PROPER MAINTENANCE, REAR SUPPORT FOR AIR OPERATIONS URGED
Better Aircraft Maintenance

Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 13 Sep 84 p 1

[Editorial: "With Concern and Respect for Aviation Equipment"]

[Text] The Bulgarian People's Army [BNA] possesses powerful combat potential,
the rapid and complete realization of which in the aim of repelling possible
aggression is most vividly expressed in constant combat readiness. This is de-
termined primarily by the quality of the field, air and sea training of the
personnel, upon the degree to which they have mastered the weapons and combat
equipment assigned to them and upon the discipline and organization of the
troops. Combat readiness like a focus reflects the devotion and concern of our
people to provide our army with everything necessary for life and combat, the
awareness and concrete professional abilities of the officers, sergeants and
soldiers.

As an inseparable part of the Armed Forces, the Air Defense Troops and Air
Forces night and day carry out intense combat training work. Aviation operates
under conditions close to actual combat, with practice firing at ground and air
targets and in close cooperation with the units of other branches of troops.

In the course of the daytime and nighttime flights, the air fighters improve
their tactical, gunnery and flight skills. Their first assistants are the en-
gineers, technicians and other air specialists whom we rightly term the masters
of the aircraft. It is their job to prepare the equipment for take-off and
combat employment in a short period of time and with a high degree of safety.

At present, our combat aviation is armed with supersonic aircraft of varying
modifications, modern helicopters which incorporate the most recent achievements
of science and technology. The sight-navigation, pilot-navigation and elec-
tronic systems with which the modern aircraft are supplied, the increased thrust-
to-weight ratio of the aircraft, as well as the improved aerodynamic perform-
ance and ability to carry a high combat load have increased the striking power
of the aviation by several-fold. At the same time, this has further increased
the role and importance of the ground services and has necessitated the revising
of certain aspects in the training of the engineers and technicians in maintain-
ing the aviation equipment.
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In order to have the aircraft and helicopters excellently readied for flights
under the conditions of increased combat preparation, the air specialists must
possess high technical skills, discipline in observing the operating and main-
tenance rules of the aviation equipment and weaponry, high awareness and a feel-
of personal responsibility for flight safety, for the life of the pilots and

for successfully carrying out the task given to them.

The past months of the training year indicate that the combat training plans
have been carried out without emergencies and near misses where the equipment
and weaponry are maintained in an exemplary state. As a rule, in these sub-
units the questions of dependable preparation of the aircraft and helicopters
for the flights are constantly in the field of view of the commanders, the
political workers, the party and Komsomol organizations.

Each year the units receive aviation specialists who are graduates from the
Georgi Benkovskiy VNVVU [Higher People's Air Force School] and the Secondary
Sergeants Air Force School. It is the duty of the senior chiefs and more ex-
perienced specialists to pay particular attention to their combat development,
in effectively familiarizing them with various undertakings arising out of the
initiative of the leading military collectives, in boldly utilizing moral and
material commendations for the best officers and sergeants.

The equipment operating units under the corresponding formations hold an excep-
tionally important place in maintaining the aviation equipment in proper work-
ing order and safely. Many of them have already acquired significant experi-
ence in organizing the production process and in carrying out adjustments and
repairs precisely and in minimum time.

Directed by the requirements of the National Party Conference, specialists from
various formations have done a good deal to further improve the quality of the
perliminary preparation of the aviation equipment for flights. At the same

time in individual areas, substantial shortcomings have been permitted and

these have been based upon violations of the rules for preparing the aircraft
and helicopters for flight. For example, due to the poor quality inspection of
aviation equipment by MSgt Vulkov, the left wheel of the aircraft did not re-
tract and this created a threat to the successful conclusion of the flight. In-
sufficient supervision by the senior flight technicial Lt Filipov led to a sub~-
stantial omission in the preparation of one of the helicopter gunships and this
nearly led to an accident. Instances of poor quality perliminary flight prep-
aration of the aviation equipment and ground supervision by the leading special-
ists have also occurred in the air unit where Officer Tsokov serves.

The commanders, political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations must pay
unflagging attention to the questions related to training highly skilled air
specialists who are fond of their difficult but glorious profession and by all
forms of party political and indoctrinational work develop in them a feeling of
responsibility for carrying out the tasks entrusted to them to maintain the
equipment in constant readiness for combat.

In developing a broad socialist competition, the personnel of the air engineer

service of our Air Forces is waging a constant struggle to further raise the
combat readiness of the units, it is endeavoring to strengthen and add to the
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results achieved in honor of the glorious 40th anniversary of the socialist
revolution in Bulgaria and to celebrate the approaching jubilee holiday of the
BNA by new successes in military and political training.

Air Rear Services in Operations
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 13 Sep 84 p 2

[Article by Candidate of Military Sciences, Maj Gen Dimitur Velinov: '"The Rear
Services in Modern War'']

[Text] The history of all wars and particularly World War II has shown in a
categorical way that for waging them colossal amounts of materiel are required.
Fach belligerent provides and creates this materiel for its army and for de-
fense as a whole, depending upon its economy and its development level in peace-
time: ’

This requires that the organizers supply the men with food, clothing, shelter,
equipment, fuel for the equipment and maintain the same in proper working order
and that they supply the subunits with the necessary ammunition and other mili-
tary gear.

This is approximately how the picture looks with a situation where a country
and its economy must move from peacetime to a wartime footing. This transition
will depend upon the ability of its organizers as well as upon the existing
situation.

All the activities which are involved here must, to put it figuratively, pass
through the hands of the rear bodies of the appropriate units and facilities to
assume a form convenient for use by the troops. During the first days of a
mobilization, a significant portion of the troops will still be fed under condi-
tions close to peacetime, that is, without any particular difficulties. But
clearly this period will be short, because it will be necessary to quickly

move into the designated areas, to deploy, to anticipate the enemy and the sit-
uation, and if need be, enter into battle.

All that has been said up to now applies fully to the rear of the air defenses
and Air Forces. The correct anticipation of these questions provides an oppor-
tunity to consider that more than ever before the transporting of the materiel
must be done ahead of time because this materiel is enormous in volume and
weight and its movement in the shortened times is almost impossible when the
situation requires. The transporting of materiel during combat is harder to
carry out due to the great destruction of railroads and highways, enemy actions,
the concentrating of the second echelon formations and so forth.

At a recently held exercise under the leadership of Officer Kumsiyski, the or-
ganizing of an air subunit was demonstrated with everything necessary for a
repeat flight: fuel, compressed gases and ammunition. The leadership of the
exercise had high praise for the actions of the men. The excellence and effec-
tiveness of Officer Georgiev were commended in directing the rear command post.
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The technical flight support during the mentioned exercise also conformed to
the high level of modern combat and Officers Tomov and Kharalampiev were large-
ly responsible for this.

At the same time, one cannot help but point out certain shortcomings related
primarily to the violating of march discipline during transport, individual de-
lays in the delivery of materiel to the supply points and so forth and which in
an actual wartime situation could have had fatal consequences....

While prior to World War II the great Soviet military leader Frunze had said
that "in a future war more and more frequently operational-tactical questions
will pass through the operational rear units," and this was confirmed by the
great testing imposed on the USSR and the socialist system both in the heavy
defensive battles as well as in the major offensive operations of the Soviet
Army in defeating the Nazi military machine, at present one can say with even
greater justification that without operational rear service it would be im-
possible to successfully resolve operational-tactical questions in a future war.

In air defense and air operations, the rear services of the air defense and
Air Forces will be subjected to the greatest dynamicness. The material losses
which the troops can suffer in the first air attacks by the aggressor will
cause moments of crisis in the support of the air enemy [sic], and will demand
that the rear services supply fuels, lubricants and all types of ammunition and
other sorts of support including quartermaster, medical, airfield-engineer and
so forth in order for the troops to conduct successful combat operations.

Even during the first minutes it will be imperative to maneuver the aviation in
shifting to alternate airfields due to the knocking out of the basic ones or
required by the overall plan of combat operations.

When the offensive troop operations start and aviation supports their combat
operations with greater intensity of aircraft testing, the situation will be
even more complex. Here the rear services of air defense and the Air Forces
must be quickly reorganized for transporting and supplying materiel particularly
where the given operation is being carried out. The axis for transporting the
materiel to fully supply combat operations must also be concentrated on the
main sector. The transport "leg'" must be the shortest possible in order to
deliver materiel daily to the most forward airfields or to those from which the
most intense air operations are carried out. However, this cannot be continued
indefinitely because with the advance of the ground troops and the capturing of
new territories, the delivery of materiel becomes more and more difficult. The
circumstances for this are rooted in the fact that the distance from the cen-
tral supply depots (dumps) will increase significantly and the transport time
will rise.

In conclusion, we must emphasize that the rear services of air defense and the
Air Forces with their particular features will have a decisive influence on the
course of combat operations. If these circumstances are anticipated in peace-
time and are skillfully resolved in a modern war, they will be of substantial
aid in forging a victory over a strong and perdifious enemy.
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BULGARIA

DEVELOPMENT OF AIR FORCE OUTLINED
Sofia ARMEYSKI PREGLED in Bulgarian No 9, 1984 pp 11-14
[Article by Lt Gen Strakhil Mladenov: "Forty Years of Socialist Air Force"]

[Text] Socialist Bulgaria is the embodiment of everything valuable and
lasting created by the talent of the people in the course of their century-
0ld history. Today's generation has not only the privilege but the respon-
sibility of looking at the heroic past and the happy present and communist
future. The 40th anniversary of our socialist revolution and of its precious
of fspring--the BNA [Bulgarian People's Army]--stands at the peak of the con-
temporary socialist panoramic view. :

It is with legitimate pride that air force commanders and troops note their
new socialist calendar. The combat road of the air force is a glorious and
heroic one. As the descendants of the great traditions and revolutionary
passion of the antifascist heroes, they are profoundly tied to the patriotic
cause of the daring military pilots Radul Milkov and Prodan Tarakchiev, who
laid the foundations of the Bulgarian Air Force more than 70 years ago. This
has been a path of building, advancement and steady strengthening. The 9
September 1944 victory laid the foundations of the future new socialist
Bulgarian Air Force, which became a reliable guardian of the achievements of
the people and of the purity of the blue Bulgarian skies within a short
period of time.

Profound revolutionary changes were made under BCP leadership, which brought
about a revolutionary transformation and radical changes in the class nature
of the old air force, converting it into an air force of a new socialist

type.

Thanks to the organizational work done by the party and the concern and
personal attention of Georgi Dimitrov, our air force participated in the
Patriotic War and made its contribution to the faster victory. This was the
first combat test of the newly created socialist air force, which fought
shoulder to shoulder and wing to wing with the famous Soviet fliers of the
17th Air Army.

The starting of a peaceful life created favorable conditions for the
reorganization of the air force on the basis of the rich experience of the
Soviet army. In this respect the party helped successfully to resolve
problems such as the training of new air force cadres, equipping the air
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force with new modern Soviet ordnance, and making the organizational struc-
ture of aviation units and subunits consistent with the requirements of
contemporary military science.

A new content was introduced in the training and upbringing of the personnel.
Within a short time, despite difficult circumstances, hundreds of new pilots,
navigators, aviation technicians and other specialists from the people were
trained. Loyal party sons, trained by the Soviet air force, such as Zakhari
Zakhariev, Kiril Kirilov, Avgust Kabakchiev and others were promoted to lead-
ing positions in the air force. Displaying tireless energy, they implemented
the party's decisions on the development of the air force.

The physically worn-out and morally obsolete disparate aviation equipment was
replaced by a large number of new modern Soviet aircraft.

The Soviet Union and its air force provided invaluable help in the creation
and development of the Bulgarian Air Force, expressed in a number of direc-
tions: at first by supplying us with aviation equipment, sharing experience
with the help of Soviet aviation specialists and instructors, training our

cadres in Soviet military schools, reciprocal visits of delegations for the
exchange of experience, etc.

The first Soviet advisers made an invaluable contribution to our air force:
Major General Yer'omin, Major General Petrukhin, Major General Vishnyakov,
Colonel Subotin, Colonel Sukhachov, Colonel Sinitskiy, Colonel Shishenok,
Colonel Yakhnov and the many others who followed them.

G. Dimitrov, the leader of the Bulgarian people, deserves tremendous credit
for the development of the Bulgarian Socialist Air Force. Immediately after
his return to the homeland he deemed it necessary to address the Bulgarian
fliers as follows: "You, who are going into the air force and the army, must
well remember that you were educated in the land of socialism. Do not forget
that you are communists!" On his insistence and with his personal guidance
the BCP Central Committee Politburo dealt especially with the problem of
political work in the air force and marked specific steps aimed at deci-
sively enhancing the combat capability and readiness of the air force.

The historical April 1956 BCP Central Committee Plenum had a particularly
beneficial influence on the further growth and strengthening of the air
force. It unleashed the creative forces of the party and people in all areas
of social life, including the military.

During that period great credit must be given to the contribution of Comrade
Todor Zhivkov to the elaboration of the party's military policy and, subse-
quently, the practical solution of a number of very important problems related
to the development of the armed forces and the air force and the training and
upbringing of the personnel. Particularly important in this respect was the
October 1958 BCP Central Committee Plenum. Its decisions were not only of
tremendous importance in the implementation of the April line in army life

but also in contributing to the further development of the party's military
affairs policy.
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The country's increased economic possibilities, related to the April line,
had a particularly beneficial impact on the development of the air force.

During the 1950s our air force began to be extensively supplied with jet
aircraft. This marked the beginning of a new stage in its development.

Today our air force is equipped with modern Soviet supersonic aircraft,
helicopters and automated control systems. Steady efforts are being made to
enhance flying skills and tactical and specialized training. The rich
experience and achievements of the Soviet air force are extensively studied
and applied in daily activities in improving piloting techniques, complex and
superior piloting and enhancing flight skills and the ability to carry out
assignments under all weather conditions and in complex situations in the
air. As a result, our aviation has drastically increased its combat possi-
bilities. Today it is successfully fulfilling assignments on low and
extremely low altitudes or in the stratosphere, over land and sea, day or
night, under simple or complex meteorological conditions, The efforts of
military fliers who spared no effort and time in carrying out their assign-
ments in the spirit of the party's requirements of enhancing and maintaining
high combat readiness are worthy of respect. Many are our commanders and
specialists who should be singled out for the high successes they have
achieved in combat and political training. This includes officers Yovchev,
Dochev, Vladimirov, Gerasimov, Asenov, Tanchev, Iliev, Zhechev, Kovachev,
Penchev and many others.

The party allocated substantial funds and paid particular attention to
expanding, enriching and updating the classroom and field training-material
facilities. The troops have a number of training classrooms, simulators and
altitude and guard facilities. They are armed with modern technical instru-
ments and help to enhance the quality and efficiency of the training and
flight activities and control.

The cadres, whose appearance has changed drastically, are the greatest
accomplishment and wealth of the air force. The antiaircraft and air force
troops are staffed with well-trained, ideologically tempered aviation cadres,
loyal to death to the party and the people. Today they have excellent and
highly trained commanders, staff, communications and rear line officers,
political workers, fliers and aviation specialists. The overwhelming per-
centage of them are graduates of the G. Benkovski VNVVU [Higher People's Air
Force Academy] and other academies both in Bulgaria and the Soviet Union.
Today more than 85 percent of the officers are university graduates.

Great changes have taken place in the rank and file and noncommissioned per-
sonnel. Our sergeants and troops are young people with high educational and
cultural standards and steadily growing interest in science and technology,
capable of excellently mastering the most complex combat equipment and arma-
ments.

The concern shown by the BCP in developing and strengthening the air force is

also manifested in improving the living conditions and material support of
the troops. Many new dormitories, mess halls, washing and laundry combines,
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and others have been built in accordance with the December program. During
the past few years alone hundreds of new modern apartments have been built

for military personnel and their families. Substantial improvements have
been made in the feeding of the draftees. Prices in the messes for officers,
master sergeants, sergeants and their families have been reduced considerably.
Great concern is shown for the cultural development of the personnel.

The main and determining features in the steady concern shown by our party
for the development of the air force is communist idea-mindedniess in the
education of the personnel, which is united and closely rallied around the
April line of the party's Central Committee. More than 90 percent of the
officers are BCP members. They are guided in their daily command-organizing
and political work for upgrading the combat and mobilization readiness of the
troops by the stipulations and resolutions of the 12th BCP Congress and the
National and 15th All-Army Party conferences.

The prime concern of all party members, commanders, political organs and
party and Komsomol organizations is to improve the quality of command-organ-
izing and political work in order to increase the results of the training
process and military work, the struggle to master to perfection combat
equipment and armaments and the enhancement of the flight training and
strengthening of discipline.

In the present extremely tense and peace-threatening international situation,
commanders and troops show high political conscientiousness, vigilance and a
feeling of responsibility in training the troops and keeping them in a state
of constant combat readiness.

The air force personnel answers the fatherly concern of the BCP with filial
gratitude and specific military accomplishments, making 1984 a year of shock
qualitative military work for achieving new and even greater results in com-
bat and political training. Tactical flights, exercises, flight missions,
fire practice and studies are taking place under stressed and difficult situ-
ations in the air, as a result of which the combat skill of commanders,
staffs and troops is rising steadily.

We can be proud of the fact that today, with its training and loyalty to the
party line and the Warsaw Pact, the air force is able and ready, together
with the air forces of the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact members, to
defend the cause of socialism.

From the height of the great 40th anniversary, we proudly look back at our
accomplishments and admire the new blossoming and picturesque view of social-
ist Bulgaria and the accomplishments of our people and their great armed
forces. With heart and soul we realize that all of these successes and vic-
tories are the result of the proper policy of our heroic BCP, tempered in the
class battles against the enemy, and its wise leadership. They are the
result of the fraternal and selfless aid of the Soviet Union and are members
in the great family of the socialist commonwealth.

The enthusiasm generated from our accomplishments is naturally mixed with a

feeling of duty and responsibility for successfully defending the accomplish-
ments of the people. That is why commanders, all party and Komsomol members
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and the rest of the personnel are working so persistently in training more
excellent graded specialists and entire excellent units. This is a worthy
contribution to the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution and to mak-
ing the air borders of our dear fatherland an impregnable fortress.

For the sake of justice we must point out that, regardless of achievements in
the development and training of the air force in the period of building
socialism, a great deal remains to be done to ensure the full and total
implementation of the strict requirements of the 12th BCP Congress and the
National Party Conference in enhancing the quality of the combat training and
status of combat readiness even higher.
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BULGARIA

QUALITY OF MEDICAL CARE IN ARMED FORCES IMPROVED
Sofia ARMEYSKI PREGLED in Bulgarian No 9, 1984 pp 21-25

[Interview conducted by Colonel Rashko Avgustinov with Major General Profes-
sor Kupenov, chief of the VVMI [Higher Military Medical Institutel, and other
leading institute cadres: "Constant Aspiration To Strengthen the Health of

BNA [Bulgarian People's Army] Troops"]

[Text] During the 40 years of existence of our socialist homeland the party
and the government have devoted continuing concern for preserving the health
of our people.

Under the people's regime considerable successes were achieved in the medical
services provided to generals, officers, sergeants, master sergeants, mili-
tary personnel and their families.

The Higher Military Medical Institute (VVMI) has done the most to enhance the
high standards of diagnostic and treatment activities in our people's army.
On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution in Bul-
garia and the creation of the Bulgarian People's Army, Col Rashko Avgustinov,
a member of the editorial board, met with Major General Professor Kupinov,
chief of the VVMI, and other leading cadres at the institute for a discussion.
He asked the chief of the Higher Military Medical Institute to answer the
following questions:

[Question] What have been the successes of the Higher Military Medical
Institute until the eve of the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution
in Bulgaria and the BNA?

[Answer] The entire collective of the VVMI welcomes anniversaries with a
high feeling of fulfilled duty to the homeland and the feeling that it has
made and is making an increasing contribution to strengthening the health of
the troops and developing medical support in the BNA.

The new base of the institute has been developed completely. The new build-
ing rises like a white palace, drawing the people's attention. It does not
merely have an impressive appearance but also creates very good conditions
for BNA troops treated by the VVMI. The most important thing which should be
mentioned, perhaps, is that this great building, which is an achievement of
Bulgarian architecture, is equipped with the most modern facilities which are
the result of the scientific and technical revolution in recent years. The
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most modern diagnostic and treatment apparatus and equipment, some of which
are one-of-a-kind facilities, create prerequisites for enhancing the level of
the institute's overall activities and successes in this respect are obvious.

Above all, the number of military personnel and their families who can be
treated by the VVMI has increased. The procedure and efficiency of examina-
tions in the polyclinical offices have been improved and the time needed for
completion of all necessary paraclinical studies has been reduced.

Diagnostic work has been improved significantly. It is helped by the set of
new modern clinical-laboratory biochemical, bacteriological and virusological
methods, including isotope and radio-immune diagnosis, the use of sonic and
ultrasonic equipment, a machine for computerized tomography and all other
types of X-ray diagnosis on all parts of the body.

Another gain of the institute is the opening of a clinic for functional diag-
nosis in which, regardless of the studies made in the specialized clinics,
complex functional studies are made of the vascular, respiratory, nervous and
other systems with the help of noninvasion and invasion methods.

Treatment activities have been improved. Improvements in diagnosis made
possible the earlier and more specific treatment, which also yields better
results. We should note at this point the great concern shown by the BNA
medical service in suppying the institute with a sufficient amount of modern
treatment facilities for all kinds of cases.

The high skill of our specialists, most of whom are professors, docents,
senior scientific associates, candidates and doctors of medical sciences,
etc., is essential to improving diagnosis and treatment. These specialists
make the institute a highly skilled military medical institution. We are
pleased to note that along with great and noted specialists, and under their
guidance, young, talented and promising cadres are developing. This creates
continuity and ensures the further development of the institute.

A number of people consider the VVMI the largest military hospital. Some
people are even referring to it as a "military hospital." This is under-
standable, for treatment is what people are aware of most. However, this is
also inaccurate, for the VVMI is not a hospital but a higher military medi-
cal treatment, training and scientific institution, and that is why its name
is Higher Military Medical Institute. '

Substantial successes have been achieved in training. The faculty and scien-
tific personnel of the institute are engaged in extensive and efficient
activities in training military medical cadres in medical and, particularly,
military medical disciplines. These are activities the significance of which
increases daily, bearing in mind the international situation.

Scientific research is a foundation for the development of treatment and
training work. The growth of scientific work may be judged merely by the
fact that seven scientific workers at the institute have been awarded the
title Dimitrov Prize Laureate. '




These are briefly some of the successes in the overall activities of the
institute achieved in honor of the 40th anniversary of the socialist revo-
lution in Bulgaria and the creation of the BNA and in implementing the reso-
lutions of the National Party Conference. These successes will become even
greater in the future.

[Question] What is new in the struggle for the quality of medical services
after the National Party Conference and the quality improvement program it
adopted?

[Answer] Comrade T. Zhivkov stipulated with exceptional perspicacity that at
the present stage the key problem "which faces us in its entire gravity and
firmness is that of quality," and stipulated that "the task is not to achieve
any kind of general solution of the problem of quality as an objective
requirement..."

The slogan "High Quality Everywhere and in Everything" mobilized our entire
people in fulfilling the imperative of our time and provided a powerful boost
in resolving problems in building a developed socialist society.

The problem of quality may be defined with complete justification as a key
problem in the work of the VVMI as well. There was a time when we were
forced to resolve important problems related to medical services to BNA
forces with old and insufficient facilities. Even with such archaic facil-
ities the VVMI achieved remarkable successes in diagnosis and treatment and
became one of the most skilled medical institutions in the country. Achieve-
ments were made in training and scientific activities as well. This was the
‘result of the proper attitude of the military medical workers toward the
quality of their highly responsible work. However, the old base was a hin-
drance in upgrading the standard of overall activities, diagnosis and treat-
ment in particular. That is why the problem of material facilities was basic.

A radically different situation prevails today! Thanks to the concern of the
BCP Central Committee and, personally, our first party and state leader
Comrade Todor Zhivkov, and under the direct and steady guidance provided by
Army General Dobri Dzhurov, BCP Central Committee Politburo member and min-
ister of national defense, the new material facilities of the VVMI were build
within an exceptionally short time. They offer excellent conditions for
work. That is why the problem of quality in medical activities became the
basic general problem and we, in accordance with the resolutions of the
National Party Conference, have planned a number of steps in this respect
and, most importantly, have achieved significant results.

It would be impossible to describe all of our successes. Allow me to mention
a few areas in which our activities aimed at improving the quality of our
work are concentrated.

One of the trends is to improve polyclinical work even further. This meant
not only to improve the organization of serving the patients faster and with-
out wasting time but also the increasingly better development of prevention,
the more extensive use of the outpatient method, which is of exceptional
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importance in assessing the health of the person, and taking prompt improve-
ment measures.

Diagnostic activities will be enhanced even further as we master and apply
new diagnostic equipment and instrument-free methods.

Another crucial problem is to upgrade the efficiency of treatment, highly
consistent with the specific features of the etiology and pathogenesis of all
diseases. Some new trends will be developed as well, such as microsurgery,
cryogenic surgery, laser therapy, etc.

Naturally, improving the standards of training and scientific work is an
important problem. Thus, for example, in terms of training we intend to
improve the theoretical standards and, particularly, the efficiency of
practical training. In scientific work our efforts are directed toward
decisively improving scientific medical information, enhancing the methodical
standards of scientific development, and, particularly, putting rapidly into
practical use scientific achievements.

Naturally, in order to improve quality in all institute activities, we are
planning extensive measures aimed at steadily enhancing the skills of the
medical personnel, the young medical workers in particular.

[Question] What are your wishes for the personnel of the VVMI and medical
cadres in the BNA on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the socialist
revolution in Bulgaria and the BNA?

[Answer] I wish the personnel of the VVMI and the medical cadres in the BNA,
in honor of the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria and
the BNA, to achieve even greater successes in their highly humane efforts. 1
wish them high creative successes in medicine and even higher scientific
progress. The international situation raises a number of important military
medical problems related to providing medical support for the troops under
all situations.

I am convinced that the high feeling of responsibility, characteristic of
military medical workers, will contribute to the successful solution of all
such problems.

Officer Tonev answered the following questions:

[Question] What are the gains achieved in honor of the 40th anniversary of
the socialist revolution in Bulgaria and the BNA by the VVMI in upgrading the
quality of treatment and strengthening the party, trade union and Komsomol
organizations and collectives?

[Answer] The main task of the institute now is to upgrade the quality of
treatment in accordance with the requirements of the long-term quality
improvement program adopted by the National Party Conference.

In the area of treatment quality the institute has achieved significant

accomplishments which make it a sought-after medical institution in the
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country. High-level care is provided to the sick and, particularly, the very
sick. The average stay of the patients in the institute's clinics has been
reduced and the percentage of favorable treatment results has been enhanced;
a significant number of new methods have been introduced, which contribute to
upgrading the quality of diagnosis and treatment. Considerable successes
have been achieved in improving preventive care.

Successes in the institute's treatment efforts are closely related to the
activities of party, trade union and Komsomol organizations and societies.

In recent years the primary party organizations acquired new rich experience.
Their possibilities of becoming the political leaders of the collectives have
increased in the struggle for implementing the resolutions of the 12th Party
Congress and the tasks set by the National Party Conference of upgrading the
quality of military medical work.

A characteristic feature of the activities of the party organizations today
is their political impact on the collectives and the increasingly fuller
implementation of their functions as a political nucleus. High results have
been achieved by the party organizations of the chairs of anesthiology,
reanimation and intensive care (Karil), the first internal diseases clinic,
the polyclinic, the skin treatment clinic, the urology clinic, etc.

The trade union organizations and groups are making a substantial contribu-
tion to the struggle for upgrading the quality of military medical work.
Through their specific work methods they are contributing to improving the
care of the sick, strengthening the discipline, promoting the socialist
competition, maintaining material facilities and promoting the communist
upbringing of trade union members.

Also fruitful is the activity of Komsomol societies. As a result of their
active organizational and educational work young physicians, nurses and
laboratory technicians work zealously, showing initiative and creativity.
The youth projects in the clinical sector are exemplary in patient care.

The institute's collectives are united and rallied around the April line of
the BCP. A cheerful atmosphere prevails in them, which contributes to the
successful solution of problems.

[Question] What trends are being followed in party political work in the
practical implementation of the resolutions of the National Party Conference?

[Answer] The practical implementation of the resolutions of the National
Party Conference on upgrading the quality of military medical work requires
decisive improvements in the quality of party political work and making its
entire arsenal of approaches and means and methods consistent with the
requirements of decisively improving the quality of military medical aid
provided by the institute. In this connection, we are currently working in
the following directions:

First. Systematic application by the party organizations of a political
approach in the struggle for upgrading the quality of military medical work
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and military medical assistance. Providing comprehensive political guidance
of processes and phenomena in the institute, which determine treatment and
diagnosis quality. Enhancing the skill of primary party organizations in
encouraging, supporting and protecting medical workers who show daring,
initiative and innovativeness. Improving party control over administrative
managements of chairs, clinics and laboratories in terms of quality improve-
ments. Upgrading exigency and self-exigency by party organizations in terms
of their own work. Enriching the content of PPO activities in terms of the
quality of military medical work and problems related to the application of
new methods in diagnosis and treatment, mastering and applying Bulgarian and
foreign leading experience in medical practice and mastering the use of new
medical equipment.

Second. Improving the educational work of party, trade union and Komsomol
organizations and societies. Enhancing the feeling of duty among physicians
and concern among nurses. Upgrading the vanguard role party members and the
model role which Komsomol members play in the struggle for improving treat-
ment and diagnosis quality. Enhancing the quality of PPO management and of
the labor, social and ideological life of the collective. Improving the
attention and concern of the PPO for mastering and using by the collective of
their qualitatively new rights and responsibilities and their role and obli-
gations as managers of socialist property. Improvements in the quality
structure of primary party organizations and Komsomol committees by improving
the selection of new young party members and creating party nuclei in Kom-
somol societies.

Third. Closer relation of ideological work with the tasks of enhancing the
quality of military medical work. Efficient utilization of the ways and
means of ideological work in turning the struggle for attaining the best pos-
sible quality of treatment and diagnostic work into the understanding, con-
viction and motivation for action by the entire personnel of the institute.
Ideological education work must be such as to create the type of changes in
military medical circles and in the minds of military medical personnel that
everyone would live in the problem of quality of medical, raising to a cult
its decisive improvement. Dedicating constant concern for the development of
the military medical worker as the basic factor in the struggle for steady
improvements in the quality of military medical aid and ideological work at
the institute. Engaging in sociological studies and studying public opinion
and the feelings of the medical persomnel and the patients on matters related
to treatment and diagnostic work.

Fourth. Enhancing the role of the trade union organizations and Komsomol
societies in upgrading the quality of military medical work. 1In this con-
nection, the trade union organizations and groups must develop through
political and organizational activities and mass reciprocal and comradely
control a situation of intolerance toward violations of the requirements of
quality work in medical services and to create an atmosphere of high exigency
and responsibility for the accurate observance of the treatment and nutri-
tional regime and promote socialist competition for the best possible medical
services and the efficient utilization of pharmaceutical drugs and the medi-
cal equipment and instruments.

31




The work of the Komsomol societies is directed toward mobilizing the forces
and knowledge of young military medical workers in order to improve the qual-
ity of military medical work and mastering the new equipment and new methods
in diagnosis and treatment.

The technical and scientific creativity of young people at the institute is
directed toward the solution of specific problems related to enhancing the
quality of treatment.

Colonel Docent St. Gatev answered the following questions:
[Question] How effective is physiotherapy in the treatment system?

[Answer] At the present stage in our development physiotherapy is an impor-
tant link in the comprehensive treatment of a number of diseases. In some of
them it could even be the chosen treatment method.

Thanks to the tempestuous development of technology and physics, the role and
significance of physiotherapy increased greatly over the past 15-20 years and
so did its efficiency as a result of the fact that it was enriched with a
number of new and highly efficient equipment and systems such as ultrasound,
treatment instruments using low, high and superhigh frequencies (radar),
apparatus for treatment with intensive infrared and laser radiation, and many
others.

Today equipment exists which cannot only efficiently eliminate pain but also
favorably influence inflammation and swelling and increase the mobility of
joints.

[Question] What possibilities exist of treating various diseases with new
modern equipment?

[Answer] Whereas in the past, more than 30 years ago, when the foundations
of military physiotherapy were laid by Colonel of the Medical Service, Prof
Dr Svetlana Boykikeva, honored physician of the Bulgarian People's Republic,
all she had at her disposal was a single instrument, half a slot for '

a nurse and a single soldier, today the clinic at the VVMI is equipped with
more than 150 various instruments for electric and light treatment and
balneological-technical and rehabilitation equipment. This also determines
the possibilities of treating diseases with new and modern equipment.

The clinic is now equipped with such apparatus as an extension vibrator
which provides a combination of triple treatment: simultaneous extension,
deep vibramassage and heat influence for patients with some commonly encoun-
tered diseases of the spine. Such an instrument can replace the work of
three medical workers.

We also have equipment (infrared applicator and laser) which reduces the time
of application by a factor of 5-10 (in terms of seconds) and achieves high
treatment results, particularly in some diseases and traumatic damages to the
frame and motor systems.
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It is a matter of pride and dignity for the Bulgarian People's Army to have
such a contemporary high military medical imstitute in which the professional
and military medical training of medical cadres in the BNA is steadily
enhanced and in which every serviceman in our armed forces can obtain skilled
medical aid. This has significantly enhanced the contribution of the VVMI to
upgrading the combat capability and readiness of the BNA.

We wish further success to the institute's personnel in their future activi-
ties.
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BULGARTA

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE OF ARMED FORCES ANALYZED
Sofia ARMEYSKI PREGLED in Bulgarian No 9, 1984 pp 45-52

[Article by Col Rayko Raykov, candidate of military sciences: '"The Commander
and the Spiritual Readiness of BNA [Bulgarian People's Army] Personnel for
the Armed Defense of the Homeland"]

[Text] In a modern war there will be no time for gradual and extensive con-
version from conditions of peace to war. This circumstance sheds a new light
and makes quite urgent the problem of shaping the spiritual readiness of BNA
personnel to convert from peace to the armed defense of the homeland and the
cause of socialism.

A great deal has been written on moral-political and mental training. How-
ever, theoretical work on the problem deals also with the spiritual potential
and spiritual factor and related spiritual forces, spiritual training and
spiritual readiness. These are more comprehensive concepts and the use of
such categories would be more expedient. The "moral-political"™ and "mental"
concepts have their relatively autonomous significance and place although
they are included in the former.

The concept of spiritual readiness is wider than moral-political and mental
readiness and includes the following components: world outlook, political,
moral, legal, aesthetic and mental readiness. The first five put together
constitute the ideological readiness or ideological stratum of spiritual
readiness. The socio-mental is another of its strata. The core, the nucleus
of spiritual readiness is found in the world outlook and the political and
moral readiness, for it is they which essentially shape a system of socially
significant views, beliefs, needs, interests and motivations for participa-
tion in combat operations and perform a system-shaping, energizing and guid-
ing function in terms of the troops' mental processes and behavior. Profound
ideological convictions and high political consciousness are the basic, the
inexhaustible source of high combat readiness and endurance in combat.

Spiritual readiness for the military defense of the socialist fatherland is a
sum total of stable ideological-political, moral, mental, combat and other
qualities and a specific spiritual condition of the military personality and
the military collective in successfully taking part in the armed struggle and
ensuring the total routing of all aggressors.
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As a combination of stable qualities it includes the following:

a) a system of ideological-conceptual, military-political, moral, legal and
aesthetic views and convictions, a feeling of responsibility for the defense
of the homeland and socialism, a positive attitude toward military work and
combat assigments and sufficiently stable positive motivations for combat
activities;

b) the knowledge, skills and ability needed for successful combat operations;

¢) character features, ability and manifestations of temperament consistent
with the requirements of contemporary warfare and combat;

d) durable features relative to perception, memory, attention, imagination,
thinking, vocabulary (nmot applicable to everyone) and other military profes-—
sional features important from the viewpoint of full participation in the
armed struggle.

Spiritual readiness as a condition means realizing existing capabilities and
converting potential into real possibilities of successful actions at a given
moment  and under given circumstances. It includes the following components.

a) motivational (a system of positive value orientations, a sharper feeling
of duty, a turning toward and need for successful implementation of assign-
ments, interest in problem-solving, desire for success and positive expres-
sion, etc.); ‘

b) cognitive (understanding of the assignment, assessing its political and
military significance, knowledge of the ways and means for achieving the
objective and gaining an idea of probable changes -in the situation);

¢) emotional (a feeling of responsibility to the collective, the homeland and
the cause of socialism, confidence in success, optimism, joy, enthusiasm,
need to prevent failure, class hatred of the enemy, etc.);

d) will (ability to master and mobilize forces, concentration on the assign-
ment, abstraction from negative influences, and eliminating doubts and
fear).

The structure of the spiritual readiness must be known in order to ensure
greater success in shaping it. In this respect the approach used by other
authors relative to the structure of mental preparedness may be used here as
well.2 1In terms of target, tasks and time spiritual readiness may be classi-
fied into long-term and specific-target or situational. The latter, in turn,
may be early and direct. Depending on the object of influence, which is
developed for purposes of combat activities, we distinguish between spiritual
readinéss of the military person and that of the military collective.  In
accordance with the common and individual (specific) requirements, the gen-—
eral and the special spiritual readiness are singled out.
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In our view, three stages may be singled out in the activities of commanders,
political workers and party and Komsomol organizations in shaping the spiri-
tual readiness of the personnel.

The first covers peacetime conditions. It is the longest and it is at that
point that the long-term spiritual readiness for armed struggle is estab-
lished. The second is related to a drastic worsening of the international
military political situation with periods of crises during which the real
threat of war becomes more immediate. It is during that stage that the early
specific-target spiritual readiness for active combat aimed at repelling pos-
sible aggression is shaped. The third stage is related to the eve and out-
break of the war. During this stage a direct specific-target spiritual
readiness is developed in the personnel to carry out specific combat assign-
ments. The sociopolitical and military-strategic nature of contemporary
warfare and the increased danger of a sudden armed attack by NATO countries
demand the full use of all possibilities offered by the first, peacetime
stage in shaping maximally high long-term spiritual readiness in BNA person-
nel for military defense of the homeland. This will be a good foundation for
the faster development of the necessary early and direct specific~target
spiritual readiness among the troops on the eve of and at the outbreak of an
eventual war should the imperialists start it. These three stages apply
generally to the peacetime period. Activities related to shaping, maintain-
ing and enhancing spiritual readiness for carrying out a variety of combat
and other assignments will continue in the course of the war as well. How-
ever, the level achieved at the moment of its outbreak will be of exceptional
importance in the successful waging of the war, particularly at its initial
period.

The spiritual readiness of BNA personnel for the armed defense of the
homeland is shaped under the influence of a number of objective conditions
and subjective factors, such as the socialist social environment and way of
life in our country and the army environment and army way of life as their
component, the ideological process in the country and the BNA and various
subjective factors on the state, local and army scale. The most important
among the subjective factors in the BNA is the role of the commander.

In this respect, the commander must above all assess properly the need, role
and significance of spiritual readiness and, in the course of his command
activities, direct his attention to the successful solution of this problem
as well. All commanders must properly realize that without the necessary
spiritual readiness his subordinates will not be totally ready for success-
fully carrying out combat assignments. This may result in a number of major
weaknesses and even failures, particularly at the start of the war. This is
determined by the increased role of the spiritual factor and of suddenness in
contemporary conditions.

Every commander must also have a minimum knowledge of the nature, content and
structure of the spiritual readiness, particularly the basic stages and

trends in its organization.

The basic trends in the activities of commanders, political workers and party
and Komsomol organizations in developing spiritual readiness among the
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personnel for active combat action at the very beginning of the war are, in
our view, the following: world outlook development; upgrading political con-
sciousness; moral development; shaping proper elements of spiritual readiness;
development of discipline; development of aesthetic elements of spiritual
readiness; shaping mental readiness; upgrading combat skills; physical train-
ing; struggle against hostile ideas, views and beliefs and against negative
habits, manifestations and phenomena. Naturally, it is possible for some of
these trends to be divided further and others to be added. Each one of them
involves the solution of a number of basic and specific problems. The com-
mander must determine accurately his own place and role in their solution and
mobilize and guide his deputies, the staff and the officers and sergeants by
guiding them and relying in this respect on the party and Komsomol organiza-
tions.

On the basis of the nature of the spiritual readiness, let us discuss some  of
the most important problems which must be resolved under the leadership of
commanders of all ranks.

The main general task is the further conceptual development of the military
personnel. The development of an accurate system of principles, views and
convictions which determine the trend in the activities and the class-party
attitude toward reality by the troops is also the foundation for their ideo-
logical convictions, political consciousness and lasting spiritual readiness.
This task requires the systematic explanation of the advantages of real
socialism, the correctness of the socioeconomic development of the Bulgarian
People's Republic and the prospects in taking this path, and the strength-
ening of the class-party, patriotic and international upbringing and the
struggle against imperialist ideological subversion.

A particularly important task closely related to this is to influence
steadily the proper shaping, maintaining and developing of socially signifi-
cant needs, interests and motivations in the personnel, working also to
surmount possible deviations from them. This will contribute to the creation
of high readiness in the troops to fulfill their duties even under most dif-
ficult combat conditions.

An inseparable part of the conceptual development of the military servicemen
is to develop a Marxist-Leninist view on problems of war, peace and armed
forces under contemporary conditions. A proper understanding of the nature,
essence, reasons and consequences of modern wars, particularly of just wars
forced upon us in defense of socialism, enhances the readiness of the person-
nel firmly to rebuff any aggression.

The behavior of the soldier, particularly in the first combat operations,
greatly depends on the extent to which his concept of forthcoming combat
operations coincides with the actual conditions. That is why one of the
tasks of commanders is to develop in the troops in the course of combat and
political training a proper idea of the nature of an eventual war and the
specific conditions and nature of combat operations and the requirements
which they will set to the troops and military collectives. This concept is
related to familiarity with modern weapons and their striking factors and the
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reliable protection measures, and developing a confidence in our just cause
and our strength and victory, as well as an objective concept of the probable
enemy and hatred of this enemy and a feeling of superiority over all aggres-
sors and confidence in victory.

The building of moral readiness involves resolving exceptionally important
problems. This means, above all, the development of communist moral features
and qualities in the troops in the course of their daily activities and
behavior. At the same time, the military aspects of the problem must be
resolved as well. One of them is for the personnel to have a clear idea of
what is moral and immoral in war and to be profoundly aware of the fact that
the military defense of the socialist homeland is a high moral duty of every
one of our citizens. That is why one of the tasks is for every soldier to be
raised in a spirit of high personal responsibility for the fate of the home-
land and socialism and to be ready within himself to rout any aggressor.

This is paralleled by the task of developing in the personnel readiness for
exploit and for self-sacrifice, daring, courageous and decisive combat
actions and high combat activeness. The spiritual qualities of the soldier
may become a real force in combat only when combined with high combat skills.
The heroic behavior of the soldier and his self-control and self-possession
are impossible without it. Lasting and profound military technical knowledge,
well-shaped and lasting skills and habits are important prerequisites for
high spiritual readiness as well. The commander must take this factor into
consideration.

High spiritual readiness is also related to the physical training of the
personnel. "We know that even the courageous soldier develops a feeling of
slackness, fatigue and apathy after long stress of physical and moral efforts
in exhausting combat. Severe combat trials can be withstood only by a physi-
cally strong and highly trained soldier, sergeant and officer."3 That is why
commanders must combine the solution of these two problems.

The mental readiness of the personnel to engage in modern combat operations
is of exceptional importance. 1In this connection the commanders must resolve
a number of complex problems and tasks. One of them is to develop readiness
to overcome difficulties under combat circumstances. This is essentially
achieved by conducting exercises under complex conditions as close to actual
combat as possible, with sensibly increased difficulties and stress of
physical and emotional forces.

Another very important problem is developing the readiness of the troops to
prevent and surmount negative mental conditions in combat. Danger, excessive
stress which exceeds human endurance, privations, enemy activities and fire,
the difficulty of problems to be resolved and the need for extreme stress of
all efforts may cause different mental conditions which hinder the activities
of the troops and prevent the reaching of objectives. Readiness to counter
confusion, fear and panic caused by rumors on the eve of and during initial
combat operations becomes particularly important. For this reason, starting
with peacetime, officers as well must acquire the necessary knowledge, abil-
ity and skill to control the spiritual condition of their subordinates in
combat. »
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Developing discipline in the troops becomes particularly important in the
series of tasks facing commanders in shaping spiritual readiness. Disci-
pline involves legal elements. High-level discipline and a responsible
attitude toward assignments and the stipulations of regulations, orders and
various instructions enhance the inner readiness of the troops to carry them
out accurately and under most difficult conditions and even at the risk of
their life.

The disciplinary practices of the commander are of great importance in this
connection. Such practices may be erroneous even when the right to punish
and reward, as stipulated by the regulations, is properly observed without,
however, adopting an individual approach to the individual soldier. This
does not cover the entire problem of disciplinary practice but is merely the
completion of a sequence of disciplinary actions related to the detailed
explanation of the circumstances and reasons for a given action, an accurate
assessment of the previous behavior of the culprit, drawing the attention of
the other military personnel to the action of one of their members with a
view to influencing him, a time to consider, a place and means of disci-
plinary influence, educational work, etc. It is only when such basic steps
are taken that a disciplinary measure may be consistent with the action and
its perpetrator and to ensure the active participation of the public imn edu-
cational work. Otherwise, the personnel in the unit may find themselves in
the role of witnessing the commander's disciplinary action without being par-
ticularly interested in it. A disciplinary action may also not be convincing
not only in terms of this "public" but the affected servicemen as well. 1In
the absence of such an approach the delinquent may consider himself the
"hero" of the day, while the rewarded person may consider himself to be a
lottery winner.4 It is erroneous and dangerous to ignore the positive or
negative actions or else to engage in sporadic reaction. A commander who
shows such weakness in his disciplinary practice develops an indifference
toward positive actions and an increased trend toward negative ones. In such
cases developing spiritual readiness becomes largely unsuccessful.

The influence of bourgeois ideology should not be ignored in the struggle
against negative phenomena. With the help of various means and methods of
ideological influence, in some cases imperialism is able to exert a certain
amount of influence on the minds and feelings of less stable individuals.

In order to ensure the more successful solution of these and other other
problems in developing the spiritual readiness of his subordinates to engage
in armed struggle, it would be expedient for the commander to concentrate his
efforts in the following main directions: a) upgrading the educational influ-
ence of the army environmment; b) enhancing the quality and effectiveness of
ideological education work in the unit; c) perfecting his own qualities, thus
not only setting the example but exerting a stronger influence on his subor-
dinates.

The main thing here is to improve the army social environment and way of life
and, on this basis, to intensify their positive educational impact. The role
of the commander as a subjective factor is particularly important in this
respect,

39




The training process is a very important component of the army social envir-
onment. Ensuring the organic unity of training, education and the develop-
ment of ideology in the training process depends to the highest extent on
those who plan, organize, control and carry out training and exercises, i.e.,
mainly the commanders.

The military collective is another important component of the army social
environment. Under contemporary conditions interaction, close ties and
dependence, unity, coordination, reciprocal support, mutual aid and inter-
changeability have become mandatory elements of combat activities. On the
other hand, shaping and maintaining a spiritual readiness depends most
closely on the educational role of the military collective. The thore
advanced the development of the collective is the greater becomes the degree
of this influence and its proper direction.

Material conditions of life and training are another component of the army
social environment. The uniform use of various facilities and the same
allocation of time and other objective conditions develop specific thoughts,
feelings, moods and convictions which could have a positive or negative
influence on the spiritual readiness of the troops.

The army way of life, which develops essentially under the influence of the
other components of the means and socialist way of life in the country, is
the most dynamic part of the army social environment. 1In a specific unit,
however, it also greatly depends on the commander or, more accurately, on his
activities to ensure its improvement and his own personal way of life. A
good socialist army way of life is a source of optimism and high spiritual
readiness of the soldiers to carry out peacetime and combat assignments.

As part of the army ideological process, ideological education has a direct
influence on shaping, maintaining and upgrading the spiritual readiness of
the personnel for combat actions, with the help of conceptual, political,
moral and military development. On the other hand, as part of the spiritual
component of the army social environment, it also influences the enhancement
of the positive educational impact on the other components of this environ-
ment., That is why in his concern for the spiritual readiness of the person-
nel, the commander must pay great attention to the condition of ideological
education and to upgrading its efficiency. 1In this respect his activities
are essentially the following: systematic and profound study and evaluation
of its quality and efficiency and drawing corresponding conclusions; planning
and carrying out the necessary specific steps; issuing instructions to sub-
ordinate commanders and political workers; controlling and assisting the
training and implementation of ideological education measures; personally
conducting educational work with the personnel. The commander plays a par-
ticularly important role in relating educational work to the life and tasks
of the unit. '

The personality features of the commander and his deputies and relations

between them are of great importance in shaping, maintaining and upgrading
the spiritual readiness of the personnel. For example, the view which sub-
ordinates develop about their commander is important. Some of his positive
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features may not be properly assessed. The opposite is also possible.
Depending on the coincidence of the actual features and their evaluation
various features may develop of incompatibility between the official and
unofficial structure of a given collective. In some cases a collective may
acquire high spiritual readiness whereas in others it may lack the necessary
unity and cohesion which lowers its spiritual readiness for combat.

All of this hardly covers all problems relative to the activities of the
commander in shaping, maintaining and upgrading the spiritual readiness of
his subordinate troops to engage in combat operations. This is a complex and
exceptionally important problem which requires further interpretations, both
on the theoretical and practical levels, in order to ensure its most effec-
tive resolutions. '
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BULGARIA

MILITARY CONCEPTS HELD BY GREEK, TURKISH HIGH COMMANDS
~ Sofia ARMEYSKI PREGLED in Bulgarian No 9, 1984 pp 121-125

[Article by Col Aleksandur Stefanov: "Greek and Turkish Concepts of Combat
Operations by Subunits"]

[Text] The command of the Greek and Turkish Armed Forces Accepts Entirely
the U.S. and NATO concepts of waging modern all-army combat and the use of
subunits in it. Their combat regulations and military aides reflect the
basic stipulations of the concept of the U.S. Armed Forces, taking into con-
sideration differences in the organizational structure and some character-
istics which may affect combat in the Balkans.

Offensive combat is considered as basic, for it alone can ensure victory.
Success is based on suddenness and speed of action, the concentration of
forces and facilities in a decisive direction, gaining and retaining the
initiative, precise organization of interaction among subunits of the various
branches, taking steps for combat support of subunits with material and tech-
nical facilities, etc.

Depending on the nature of the situation, the attack may be mounted against
organized positions, which is considered most typical or against an enemy who
has hastily converted to defense, from direct contact with the enemy or from
march column.

An attack against organized positions will take place most frequently in
direct contact with the enemy and essentially without the use of nuclear
weapons. Prior to mounting the offensive forces and ordnance must be re-~
grouped.

An attack against an enemy who has hastily converted to defense is character-
ized by a short preparation for battle and a lack of adequate data on the
enemy's concentration and fire system.

An attack from direct contact begins from the initial line held by the
defending subunits. This method is recommended wherever the topography does
not allow the mass use of tanks or other combat hardware.

An attack from a march column is carried out by occupying troops concentra-

tion areas in which the subunits spend a short period of time (for combat
preparations) or by starting from the rear.
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In the course of advancing toward the enemy front lines the following are
earmarked: a control line; a safe distance line--3-5 kilometers from the
front; a withdrawal line not to exceed 1500 meters; an initial line of up to
800 meters; and an attack line of 100 to 150 meters from the front line of
the enemy's defenses.

The battle order of infantry, motorized infantry and tank subunits is struc-
tured with a view to establishing superiority in forces and armaments over
the enemy and the efficient use of the result of nuclear strikes with conven-
tional weapons and safe, flexible and continuing control.

The structure of the reserve (the second echelon) depends on its assignment
and the specific circumstances. A strong reserve (second echelon) is recom-—
mended if the target is to capture sites deep within the defense lines in the
absence of adequate information of the enemy and the impossibility of deter-
mining the course of the offensive before the combat assignment has been
carried out.

The regulations of the Greek and Turkish armed forces consider as basic forms
of offensive maneuver the breach and envelopment; a variety of the breach is
the frontal offensive and of envelopment the double envelopment and the
flanking.

The breach is required when weak spots are found in the defense and the time
to organize and carry out a flanking movement is insufficient.

The envelopment is an offensive maneuver along the flanks of the main enemy
group, aimed at capturing a target in the depth of the enemy's defense and
blocking the retreat, thus creating the conditions for the destruction (cap-
ture) of the enemy. Envelopment is used when the flanks of the enemy's
defense are open or else have been created as a result of nuclear strikes.

Depending on their role and place in the battle order of the superior subunit
and the nature of the assignment, the infantry (motorized infantry) and tank
subunits may be deployed in the first or second echelon (the reserve) and
advance along the main or the auxiliary direction.

Battalion and company tactical groups may be set up to ensure the most effi-
cient utilization of infantry (motorized infantry) battalions and companies
engaged in battle. Depending on the ratio between infantry and tanks, the
tactical group may be infantry-tank or balanced, i.e., include the same num-—
ber of tank and infantry subunits.

Infantry-tank groups may be created in infantry (motorized infantry) bat-
talions and companies operating in sectors with strong antitank defenses,
areas with difficult access for tanks and in street combat. In such cases,
basically the infantry (motorized infantry) advances on foot ahead of the
tanks which give it fire support.

The creation of balanced tactical groups is recommended when the circumstances
do not clearly indicate the subunits (tank and infantry) within the group
which should be assigned priority. Such a group may carry out assignments
inherent either in infantry or tank subunits. ’
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Offensive by an Infantry (Motorized Infantry) Squad

The infantry (motorized infantry) squad is the smallest tactical subunit.
Usually it fights as part of a platoon. In some cases it may be used as
company reserve. It may be reinforced with rocket antitank weapons and
flame-throwers.

The squad may be divided into a maneuvering and firing group, which are
mandatorily used complete, without any further division or shifting firepower
from one group to another.

The task of the maneuvering group is to approach the enemy and to destroy him
or force him to surrender. The firing group must support the maneuvering
group with fire at open and newly appearing enemy fire. The troops in the
squad may belong to either group by decision of the squad commander.,

In acting together with tanks, the infantry or the faster motorized infantry
squad may advance ahead or behind the tanks. In either case the distance
between them must not exceed 300 meters.

The Platoon Attack

The platoon is considered the smallest tactical subunit which could be
assigned during combat to other subunits. Usually it fights as part of the
company. However, it may be used as a battalion reserve or act separately..
If necessary, the infantry (motorized infantry) or tank platoon may be
transported by air.

Within the company, the platoon is usually assigned the capturing of a site,
a strong point, a trench sector, etc.

In the attack by an infantry platoon with tanks it is usually deployed in a
line with the three squads. The distance between the infantry and the tanks
must not exceed 300 meters.

In the offensive mounted by a motorized infantry platoon together with tanks,
it is recommended for the tanks to advance ahead of the APC.

When a separate target is attacked, the infantry (motorized infantry) platoon
is usually divided into two groups: maneuvering and firing. If necessary,
the maneuvering group may be subdivided into two or three subgroups. The
tank platoon as well is organized into two groups. In such cases, while the
first group attacks the target frontally, the second makes a turning movement
and attacks the target from the flank or the rear.

After seizing the target, the platoon continue its advance until the assign-
ment has been carried out.

Company Attack
The company is the basic tactical subunit of the battalion. Usually it

engages in combat as part of the battalion and could be in the first or
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second echelon (the reserve). In some cases the company may be assigned to
other subunits and units (infantry or motorized infantry company of attack
battalions; tank regiment of infantry battalion or motorized infantry bat-
talion, etc.); properly reinforced, it can operate autonomously for a limited
period of time.

The infantry (motorized infantry) company may be reinforced with one or two
tank platoons or a howitzer platoon and supported by one or two batteries.

If the infantry company is attacking with tanks, the tanks advance within or
ahead of its battle order and the company may attack the target together with
the tanks or else the tanks may support the attack from a standing position.

The motorized infantry company which attacks with APC usually advances in
directions which will ensure its unhindered progress and fights in close
interaction with the tanks which usually operate ahead of the MPC. The
advance of MPC without tanks is allowed only if the enemy has been reliably
suppressed and his resistance has been crushed or else if an obstacle which
tanks cannot cross exists in the direction followed by the motorized infantry
regiment.

If the advance of a tank platoon has been stopped, it continues to fire from
its position while the company commander redirects the other platoons to
assist it with fire and flanking movements.

The company continues its offensive in. the indicated direction after captur-
ing the assigned target.

Battalion Attack

The battalion usually advances as part of the regiment (the brigade). It may
be in the first or the second echelon and advance along the main or the
auxiliary direction. In some cases the battalion may be kept as a reserve of
the division (brigade) commander or carry out a separate combat assignment.

The tank battalion in infantry divisions carries out separate assignments in
close interaction with the infantry regiments (battalions). Tank companies
which are assigned to infantry subunits as reinforcement provide direct sup-
port.

The infantry (motorized infantry) battalion may be reinforced with one or two
tank companies, and one or two batteries of mortars, a platoon of engineers,
etc.

The battalion tactical group, based on the infantry (motorized infantry)
battalion is the most suitable for attacklng a well-organized enemy defense.

If no clear exists of the nature of the combat structure consistent with the
requirements of the situation, it is most expedient to organize on the basis
of the infantry battalion (motorized infantry battalion) a balanced tactical
group (equal number of tank and infantry subunits).
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The battle order of the battalion depends on the task and the topography and
may be set up as a column, a line (in one or two echelons), angled forward
(backward) or to the right retreating to the right (the left). During the
battle, regardless of the method of action, the tanks engage above all the
enemy tanks while the infantry engages in the destruction of antitank facil-