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: SEVERAL PROBLEMS GONGERNIVG THE ELIVINATION I
OF TH? DIFFER@WCEb BETWEEN P ;SIuAL AND MENTAL LABOR

f*;- COMHUNIST CHINA w ;n;ga.:;-.;.eam_fp.§=ax>ﬁ
[Féiloﬁiﬁghié iheAtranslatioh of Enmeffiéie o

* by Shao Plung in.Kuans-mine Jih—@ao, Peiping,.lf;;;ﬁf??:-V
26 September 1900, page 3 j e

S Nhether or not there will be phvs‘oal 1abor and heavy
labor at the higher: .stages of" Communism ig an 1mportant ques-
tion well worth discussing. - On this duestion, we, concur. with
the spirit and the fundamental viewpoint of the article by .’
Gomradé Ching Ssu-erh published in edition No. 51 of. "Eeonos
mics", a supplement:of Kuanz-ming Jih-pao. -We. disagree with :
the spirit and’ certain important -points of the two articles. rfa
by Comrades Feng Gh e and Wang Hui published in edit;on No.

54 of: "?conomics e : R S .

The guestion of Gorrelation aad “ifferentiation e
Betweén Physical: and Mental Labor 1s a‘gpestxon R
cf bocial Relations " _ , AR

First of all, we' must avoid confasing the biological
relationshib between the laborer's’ ‘personal physical power
and mental power and the' Marxist concept of correlatlon and
differentiation between physica¢ and mental labor. which re- .
flect & scclal relationship. - Furthermore, . we must not regard
the eorrelation between physical .and mental labor and 4the
difference between physlcal-and mental ‘labor as one and the -
same, Otherwise, we would not be" able to proceed with a 1ucid
discussion of the question. '

. Physical dabor and mertal 1abor are the two basic forms
of human labor,  During ‘the process of the performance of la=
bor by laborer, the two are closely linked and- indivisible.-,v
One cannot -imagine the existance of a certain kind of "labor"
having nothing whatsoever to do with mental labor or physical:
labor, because labor is a ‘process,. a process of the realization




of labor force, Labbr force was understood by Marx as "the
sum total of physical férte and spiritual forece:i It exists

in & person's body and in his living character., When Ye mo=-
tivates it (labor), a functional value is usually produced"(1).
Marx also pointed out that, in the process of labor, the la-
borer "knows his goal and uses this goal as his rule to decide
upon the forms and methods of his activlities and makes his

will subject to this goal." "Throughout the entire course
of his labors, he must also possess a purposeful will to Dbe
expressed as attention"(2). It may be seen that Marx has

reasoned very vpenetratingly the unified and indivisible re-
lationshlp between physical and mental force of the laborer
in the process of laboring.

However, in studying the question of the relationsh¢p
between physical and mental labor, iMarx was not studying the
above-mentioned biolozical relatlonship between physical and
mental forces. of the labo er in the process of laboring. He
was studying a social relationship and he was studying it in
conjunction with the production relationship, c¢lass relation-
ship and the tasks of the proletariat revolution., - Marx, En-
gels, Lenin, Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the periinent resolu-
tions passed by the Central Committee of our party all place
the correlation and differentiation between physical and
mental labor on a parallel with the relationship between ur-
ban and rural areas and the relatlionship between workers and
farmers and, through them, disclose the relationshipsamong
men ln a soclety and treat them as social contradictions.

The correlation or differences between physical and
mental labor discussed by Marx are actually references to
the correlation and differences bétween physical and mental
workers. The clarification of this point is of ilmportance
to the question which we are going to discuss., This is be-
cause what we want to eliminate through social revolution
is not physical labor or mental labor per se--they are going
to eo-exist with the human race--but the antagonism between
them (which has already been eliminated with the wviectory of
the Socilalist revolution in our country) and the differences
between them (which are gradually being eliminated in our
country in accordance with the serles of correct principles
-and policies laid down by Comrade. hao Tse-tung and the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party)

; .The separation of physical and mental labor (including
the differentiatlon and correlation between them) is the in-
evitable and unavoidable product of the development of the
productive force of soclety at a certain stage. The elimina-.
tion of the antagonism and differences between them 1s the

- regulated result of social development and one of the tasks
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to be aceduplished by genuine Marxiste.

. . - .  _In primitive society, Dhysical labor and mental labor
- were riot yet separatéd.: With the developuent of the. produc-

t;ve_forées'qr*80ciety;>priva$e“ownership«and*exploitatipn

_.came into being,  With the arrival of slave soclety, complete

sepavation of ‘physical :labor and meéntal labor came 10 pass.

.- In. other words, the phenomenon of the division of work in so-

. ciety between physical workers and mental workers emerged.
- - hmong the owners of slaves were those Wwho specitalized in’
:mental labor,. - Aristotle, the greatgscientist?of.an,ancient
- society, was himself an'owner of. slaves. The broad enslaved
masses were- engazed in. the heaviest physical labor and were

:-usubjected?to‘;peﬁcruelgexplqitationﬂand~inhuman.treatment of

theﬁsaavé'ownerg.'aTo‘th@;SIaVeiowners,(among“whomﬂwere;those
who specialized in mental labowr) 'slaves (the physlcal.labor-
ers in those days) were. "talking tools." ~ This eerves to .
- ghow that thé separation of pnyslcal and mental labor has-
‘.. been, ffpm“tbé*Very'beginningLCf'history;vclosely linked
-w,th{the?aﬂtagbnistie_clasg_relationship,iand exploitative . .
,,relationsnip@*uThérefore,,thié'separation Biznified the con
‘frontation between the exploiters and the exploited. .

.. The seperation of physical ani mental labor, which
Marx atQtimes}aﬁsdfreferned”to,as'the””divisidn-of-labor“ :
..-in 'a soclety; ewmerged in.answer to the needs of gsoelal deve=
‘,“1opmeﬂtjwheﬂ*thefpraductiveyfqrces_of“society:develaped to
& certain historical .stage.-It has exerted a motivating in-
‘fluence over the production and culture of soclety. How-
_ever, one cannot white wash its antasonistle nature in a

.soclety of class exvloitation on this account. ;This,opposi-

" tion, with the emergencé of the modes of production of Feudal-

. 1sm“andicapita113m;<was-continuously'rebornlin“various.con—
eréte forms. o wo oo e i ‘
. 7.0 With the -development of capitalism, the antagonistic
”,QOntradietiOn~between‘thegrelationshiPQOf production and the
productivé forcés and between the upper. structure and the eco-

. .nomic foundation became increasingly’ acute; the contradiction

' betweén the proletariat and the bourgeoils becane  increasing-

fjly“aqute“and‘the“antagoniSm*betWeen”phys;cal znd mental
;-,;1abgr.alSQ'bérameninoreaﬁingly'acuté.L.All.thaae demanded
, thaﬁ»SOcialiSt‘reVOlution‘be‘carriedvout,'that the exploit=-

. tariast an

ing elass be eliminated through the revolution of the prole-

- and that, simultanesusly, the foundation for the an-

‘ ~iatagonismjbétWeen-physical and mental labor be ellimlnated.

7. " In-the- soclety. of .the exploitation system, the re-

. lations betwéen physical labor(ers) and mental labor(ers)
~“p#ysta1112§s~theVrelations‘bethenjthe slasses,.. .Mental labor,
in'généréli“&én0t63~sccial;admiﬁistratiOn-(governmgnt), )
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production management,  labgr admiﬁisiratioﬁ and work in
science, technology and the arts. It is engacged in by a
segment of the exploiting class and the intelléectuals of the
exploiting class. As for the majority of the exploiting ele-
ments, they are occupied solely in the pursuit of sensual '
bpleasures and do not do a lick of work. They perform- abso-
lutely no mental or physical labor. :

Physical labor, in generel denotes the heavy produc-
tive. labor in the fields of 4ndustry, agriculture, transport
and others performed.by the broad masses,.the oppressed and
exploited laboring people.. Physical laborers were exploited
and oppressed by mental laborers and thus became "the most
stupid and ignorant," because "they only repeat monotonously
and mechanieally the same actlons,” and "all their physical
and spiritual capgbilities are secriflced"(B) Physical =
laborers, of necessity, were possessed of ' professional
iddocy" (as Marxz put it) and limited intellectually. o

‘The BSocialist . soclety established by.the proletarian:
revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat has, owing
to the implementation of public ownership of the means ‘of
productlion, ~eliminated the exploitative system and wrought
other soclal reforms. In general, the antagonism between
physical and mental labor has been eliminatea. .However, - the
differences between physical and mental labor remain. -

In other words, the separation between them in SociaI_
lst soclety is expressed in differences and not opposition.
These differences are some of the vestiges of the old soclety
which Soclalist society cannot but retain. Owing to the fact
that Socialist soclety is a transitory soclety in the pro=-
gress from the Capltalist ‘society to the Communist society,
vestiges of the old society are inevitable. The socialist
stage is one at which these differences go through the pro-
cess of reduction to final elimination. Therefore, in the
early stages of Socialism and the stage subsequent to the
building. of Socialism, the relauionsaip between phvsical
and mental labor is undergoing big changes.

. ‘At the present stage of Socialism, the differences be-
tween physical and mental labor mean that some people are eri-
gaged in physical labor and others are ensaged in mental
labor- and that the two have yet to be coumpletely combined.
Besides, owlng to such reasons as the differentiation in
soclal status of physical and mental laborers, and the differ-
ences 1n conditions and modes of labor, differences are mani-
fested in political ideology and cultural levels., Differences
are also seen In the levels of living due to prolonged dis-
crepances. in conditions of material 11ving in the o0ld society.
These differences are seen in transitory social relationships
at the primary stage of Communism,
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Physical and iental Labor 1s & %&sﬁ”rical
'Task of the F oletarian Revolutlon -

The Elimination ‘of the Distinction Between

Af The historicaf task of the,proletarian reVolution isi'
to . set up a Communist: society and to carry out the mest ..
<comprehensive, thorough -and. revolutionary remoulding of the«~
society ‘possible, ! The“efore, after the wrestine of politi- .
cal power By the ‘proletariat, one-of the important aspects -
of the remoulding of social relations is the eliminationvof -
the exploiting class,. the elimlnation of the antagonism be=- .
‘tween - physical .and mental labor and the gradual’ elimination::
of the differences between physical and mental labor. ' Of
'couree,- the-high level cf the development of the productive,
forces ¢f the. ‘gocliety is the materidl bagis for the elimina-
tion of uAGSéQiffeILﬁCGSc However, ne matter how ‘highly ©
develoned the level of tae productive. forces ig, it cannot
cause the ‘differences between physical and mental labor. to -
automat1Ca11y disappear. - The ‘elimination of the differences
‘requlres “the revolutionary remoulding of social rélations.

- Ia aceordance with. ths unive 58l truth of Merxisme
’ Lenlnismj +thé Central Commitfee OFf the- tarty and Jomrede Meo
Tee=tung ecfentfflcml’" sunmed up the rich exosrigncés of
the Soc*dliSL revélution and Socialist reconsuructlon of .
our couuntry. They" ereatively developed the marxlst and” . .
Lerlnist theoiles nertalnlng to.-the building of Socilalism
_and Communisi, the thecry of contlinuous revolution and: the.
theory of the ‘stages of- revolutionary’ development. - -They also
correctly solved: proolems pertairing to. the Socilalist re- -
volution, Socialist reconstruction, the line, prineciples,
policies and they took a series of concrete measures for the
transition from Soclalism to Communism, With regard to the
elimination of the differsrices between physical and mental
labor, our Party and the State formulated and implemented
prinoinles and policies of a series of related systems.

-Exanples of these -are: the. participation of the in-
\tellectuals ahd cadres in physical 2abor and their sharing:
“ofthe food, quarters and labor of thne masses of workers. and
farmers; their appesarance in the. capacitv of common laborers;
the participation of the workers in thé management of . en-
“terprises; the :converslon of- 1ntellectuals into laborers -
and the- conversion of laborers into intellectuals; the com-
bining ol education and oroducuive 1abor._ This 1s effective
“proof. '

. " The - 1mp1ementation of the Socialist revolution and
'[Socialist reconstruction in our country eloquently proved the
‘above-mehtiored principles and pofioies to ‘be entirely ac-
curate, This 1s also the truth as we ourselves comprehend it.




‘It should be poihted o6ut that the corversion of intel-
lectuals into laborers and thé varticipation of intellectuals
in physical labor is an lmportant measure for the elimination
of the differences between physical and mental labor. One
cannot imagine that by merely converting the masses of work=-
ers and famrers into intellectuals we really eliminate the
differences between physical and mental labor, without making
the intellectuals participate in physical labor, without
making the intellectuals join the masses of workers -and farm-
ers in the practice of physical labor, and without making
them nurture the feelings of the workers and farmers and re-
mould their bourgeols thinking of -looking down upon physical
labor. ° ' A ' . : L

"~ Of course, the elimination of the differences between
physical and mental labor is not simple and carnot be accoms.
plished with a snap of the fingers. Judging by actual con-
ditions, the elimination of the differences between them
may be more distant than the differences between woriers
‘and farmers and between the urban and rural areas, because
the requirements for the remoulding and nurturing of all the
people in soclety into new people of Communism may be higher
and more difficult to meet than the requirements for the eli-
mination of the differences between the workers and farmers
and the urban and rural areas. However, the questlon hinges
on whether we have the genuine Marxist spirit of continuous
revolution and the courage to break away from all the bour-
geols influences and whether we would incegsantly strive to
create a situation favorable to the elimination of these d4if-
ferences in the light of actual conditlons. : ' '

Phveical Labor Exists As Long As the
Human Scclety Does o '

Material production is the basis of the existance of
human society.:*If material productlon ceases, the. human
race cannot exist and society cannot exist. The important
feature of the process of production is that people, through
the implements of  labor, funciion upon natural things and
réconstruct natural things to meet the needs of men, Marx
said, "First, labor is a process between man and nature. In
this process, man, through his own actlvities, provokes,
regulates and controls the material changes between man:
and nature. Man, in the capacity of a natural force, stands
in opposition to natural materials "(4). All the wealth
 of gociety comes through material production; that is, it 1s
ereated by human physical labor. It was so, It 1s so. And
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it will be =0, Therefore, we should revard physical labor -
as the first demand upon. numdn Life,

' ""Comrades’ Féng Ch'e,and Wang Hul criticized the GOncept
held by Comrade Ching Szu—erh that the Coummunist’ society can=
not eliminate physical labor as "a distortion of Communist
Asoclety. ~.It ‘is "ludierous," and "very. ‘eFroneous and damag-

Ang, M- they said,’ Weé Gannot agree with the remarks .of Com=<:
rades Fenpg Ch's’ &nd Wang Hul at all.

Compade Feng Ch'e sald that if 1t 18 to be acknowleded
that the ‘differences between physica] and mental labor. will
be eliminated in Compmunigt’ soeiety, .then it ghould also be.

“acknewledged that” phy31ca1 labor wlll .also be eliminated 1n

Communigt society. Otherwise, one would be "employing the
%immlck of affirming (something,,;n princjple, but negating
it) in- substance ‘and” in the concrete. -One " would be .stealth-
ily negating 'the princlple of "the elimination of the dif=
ferences between physical and. mental’ 1abor in Communist so=.
ciety. We are of the opinion that there is no contradic- .
tion between ‘the facts that Communist society wants to eli-
minate the" differences ‘between physical and mental labor. .
and that Communist. socliety will not eliminate physical la-
bor itself. ' The so-called elimination of the differencés

fbeuween physioal and mental labor refers in the main to the
ellmination of the’ ‘following, Pphenouenas ‘abnormal and oné-

sided development of" physical and mental laborers, inabili-
ty of those engaged in physical labor to per;orm ‘mental lab-
or and the’ inability of those exngaged 'in mental labor to.
perforn physical’ labor. We must eliminate social conditions
that ¢reate these phenomena., We nust -ecultivate. completely
new .men who céan voluntarily perform physlcal labor and can

~_also perform mentgl labor in order to meet the needs of the
*;deveLmeent ‘of CommuniSu productlon.

. 'Once the differences between' physical and mental lab-
or are ‘eliminated, people . will all be .equipped’ with a high
level of seientific and- culturel upbringing end have a know=
ledge Of production and will be better able to perform physi-
cal labor. Of course, the statement that physical labor
will ‘exist in Commuuist socisty does not mean that, by that
time, some people: will perform mental labor exclusively '
while others will perform mental labor ‘exclusively.

- .Physical lebor in & Gommunist cociety is physical
labor under conditions ensuing from the elimindtion of . theﬁ
differences betwéen physical and meéntal labor and is physi—
cal labor ‘performed by people equioped witn all-round krow-
ledge and training. ' VWe think that. is. what Comrade Ching
gsi-erh ‘meant. Therefors, . there is no foundation whatso-

‘ever for the assertion of Gomrades Feng Ch'e and Wang Hul




that the admission of the existenéd of physidal labor in
Communist soclety medns:to deny the elimination of the dif-
ferences between physical and mental labor inherited from
the 0ld society. ca : I R
Comrade Feng Ch'e only allowed that there will be
"productive labor" in Communist: society, but would not allow
thet there will be physical labor by that time. His reason-
ing was that by that time, physical and mental labor will "
"have been combined. This opinion had no leg to stand on.
‘Physical and mental labor in a Communist society will be
combined on the foundation of the Communist ownership system
of the means of production. However, this combination does
not mean the elimination of physical and mental labor. En-
gels, in explalining labor in the future Communist society,
pointed out that, when society controls all the wmeans of =
production and utilizes them in ac¢ordance with the plans
of society, the enslavement of men by the means of produc-
tion.and the division of labor of the old days will be eli-
minate. Engels said: "In its place will be a production
organization which, on the one hand, prevents people from -
shifting to. others the part of productive labor (the natur-
al condition(s) for human survival} which they should under-
take, and, on the other, provides everyone with the possibi-
1ity-of all-round development and application of all his
physical and mental pwoers. It (productive labor) will no
longer be the means for -enslavement of human beings but
ratner the means for the liberation of human beings. .
.. Therefore, productive labor will be transformed from
a heavy burden to a pleasure"(5). Comrades Feng Ch'e and
Wang Hul might say that they agree that the retention of
productive labor in the future Communist society is necessary,
but would only allow the retention of physical labor. To ad-
mit he exlisternce of productive labor in Communist society,
but. to refuse to. admit the existence of physical labor is.
very strange loglc indeed. This is the idealist view of
- productive . labor. S . - v :
-The above quotation from Engels explicitly pointed
out that in a Communist society "productive labor provides
everyone with the possibility of all-round development and
application of. all his physical and mental power;" Engels:
obviously closely related productive labor ' to physical ‘
labor, and did not reject physical labor as [a kind of] Pro=-
ductive labor. We would like to pose a question to Comrade
Fenz and Wang: What are the contents of your so-called con-
cept of productive labor? Why is it that productive labor
in Communist society will not include physical labor? ,
. Some people say, since Communist society will eliminate
the division of labor of the old days, it will eliminate




the conditlons for the. imprisonment. of workers- in the hnar--.
- row confines of their narrbw;professiOnal;capabi;ities,gnq.;-
nurture a kind of totally developsd new men. They -say orie
will be able to exchange hls position and duties in. socliety.
They say oneﬂwill'bé,ableatO'pursus,oneiprdfession;tpday‘1,9

and another proféssion Lomorrow. Therefore, 1ﬁ'the"C6mmun;jf-“wf

ist ‘society, there will' be no physical labor to'-speak ofv -
This opinion Is &lso’ incorrect. T e OIS
.. Flrst, the:meanihgﬁof,thefpursuit;of‘differéntxprOA”‘

fessions by rotation by the new men ‘in 8 Commuhist society - -

should be correctlyhunderstood;:~A1though,’dueut93the capa=-
‘bilitles of men to posséss all kinds of knowledge, and be-
."eause of the reduction in the time of labor and sufficient-’ -

ily“favorable'Sdcialwcénditiohs;;the new men -0f Gommunist .

.soeiety,will»be‘wellaroundea’people;_Howevep,jih any .given. '
length of'time,'thefcomprehension-aﬁd:skills-pf{men_willg_j B
still be.limited, : Furthermore,:there are the limits im0
posed by his life spami - .. <Fie o e o T
'v“'.Therefore,tallqaroundfdevexopmentﬁcangharﬁlyfbegun;Z*-j
derstobd,asﬁmasteryﬁof.allﬂf&élds;“*ihe-gqpregtjigperpretai*~;
tion should be: "Persons capable of~perform1ngymapy'tasks{jlf
and pursuing man fprbfessions;~buttw1th”specializedfknow;*;3A”

‘ledge and. skills" (6}. _The so-galled pursuit.of different - "~ o

?professiOns‘by»?Qtation!means,that}peopleﬁneed”not&beftiedf*f
down for 1ife-to“one‘3ob_and“maywchange,jobs_if‘they,wishli*"
in acgordance with the neeéds of-soclety and personal abili-:

ties, It absolutely: does not mean -that relative stability.
of Workerszatftheirxjobsgis*notqreQuire@.,,This‘relativeljbb;""
stabllity is' heeded for the highly planned nature of Commun-
ismand gigantic productlion.. in &hisfrespect,.cneacan haid-"

~1yiimagine~&h31tuationias-deseribed,by'FrancpiS;Fourier; e

the day-dreamingF8001alist:‘”Peoplewusuailj;can sustain.
interest  in one Job for one ahd one~half to two hours, - -t
;Therefore;.a“pérson}shouldfChange-jébs,sbme'eigh£ £1més7a“

. @80 5 +eIn this way, labor is free from paln and will-be :
somethingflikegplay;1:People<will,enthusiastically'performf"
labor" (7). This is purely: the Utoplan designs of a day-
T dreamer, Marxism‘taught_us;‘COmmunist,1ab0r[doe95ndt mean

Mg mere~pa8timerand?pleasure}and{must-nbt-be;undeerodd;:~;

according +0. the reasonling of‘thevflippant'PariSian;womenj;j :
as Fourler 8o naively did"(8). . Our.duty is to educate the -
people with Marxism and actively create the most peautiful - -
Communist soclety and not te lead people into the never-

never ‘land . of Utopiafwith'a~series:ovafy-dreams@,f{ T

.. Second,. we must not-use the fact' that 1in the future -
Communist €ociety people may pursue different Jobs by ro- - -
tation to deny the -exlstence -of physical labor at that time.
In Communist society, people will select jobs not merely
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according to taeir 1ntePeSu but, what is more Amportant, ac-
cording to the needs of SOQiety. And one 6f the most import-
ant needs of society ds that peoplée should be engaged in
productive labor and create material wealth. Of course,

by that time, the conditions of labor will have ‘undergone
fundamental changes, Labor conditions will have improved
greatly and the “intensity of labor will have decreased great- -
ly. However, labor will remain a serious business and will
require the expendlture of strenuous effort. Therefore,

the viewpoint cannot be upheld that the rotation of Jobs
negates the existence of physical labor. . -

- Comrade Wang Hui said that, after the eliminauion of
physical labor, "there will ‘be a return to human nature." We
are of the oplnion that "human nature” cannot be regarded as
an eternal and-invariable absolute truth., In class soclety,
there: is no abstract human nature which transcends times
and classes. There is either the human nature of one class
or the human nature of another class. It seems that since
Comrade Wang Hul thinks the elimination of . physical labor
in Communist soclety is "the return of human nature," this
kind of human nature-is nothing but the human hature of
the bourgeols which despliee physical labor and not the hu-
man nature of the proletariat who are engaged in labor every
day and love labor dearly. Comprade Chou Yang, in his report
entitled "The Road of Socialist Letters and Art of Our -
Country," pointed out that fidxming ' 66mmunism. ‘with thé* human-
itarianism of the bourgeoils "would be catering to the pre-
‘ferences of the bourgeois and making communism acceptable
"to the bour;eois. The - result ‘would be not only the degra-
tion of one's gelf to bourgeois ideology but also the play=-
ing of the role of someone who intentionally or unintention-
ally abets the. bourgeois in hoodwinking and hypnotising
the people." We should eéaution ourselves against this. ,

It should be pointed out that physical labor produces
material things and that everybody consumes material. things.,
If some people does not take part in physical labor, then
other . Qeople have to do more of physiecal labor and other
people’s labor time will be prolonged. Only by participation
of all in labor and the performance of labor on a high tech-
nical foundation can labor time be. reduced so that all may
have time for studies and rest, . Only in this way can we
popularlze higher education and eliminate the differentla-
tion between ohysical and mental labor,

' QOur Party has always emphasized the 1mportance and:
signiflcance of the participation of everybody in physical
labor as the party has explicitly pointed out, "Men of the’
“'Socialist and Communist soclety must participate in labor.
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Everybody must not only labor with his mind, but ilso wlith . .
~ his hands.". (Chu Teh: "Remarks-at the Rally ‘of ti.e Young .. .
- Activists of Central State Orpanizations for Soclelist Re~ . -
construction,”) ~ - R L L SN
In short,~theyv1ewpdint»negating*thevexisteaqeﬁbf“‘u C
physical labor in the Communist soclety cannot be tphelds . -
The negation of the’ex&stencefd£<physical‘1abor'in:ahe Som~ .
munist;societyfwould,1neVitably';ead‘to'the-ludicronsioonf,s~
clusion that . the Communlst society does not need maierial. - .
production, .-As. so dptly put oy -Comrade Lin Feng if~hls .re-
port at the nstional conference .of cultural and educational
workers, "Unless &he inte11ectuangpartic1pate‘in,phygiéal~:-vx
labor, they-cannot;cﬁangé ﬁhdrough1yqthe-bourgeoiSﬂcOncept'_
of'the‘worldrandftheY&cannotthQe'thbedome,bonaafideﬁcome ,q
munist as“well*asfSpeqialishs;"?13--f';' I
- If only the masses of workers and farmers &re con=.

verted into‘intelleétua;s~withoup*convérting-1ntelleptuals,
into laborers, -then we cannot hope 1o eliminate the differ-
entiation between physicel and mental labor, - f, once -
higher education is popularized in the future, ‘the men we.. . ..
have nurturedfareﬁiﬁcapable‘Of”participatiug~In‘physical -
- labor, the;céuntry-will4be;doomed to perdition. 0Cé&n we go -
go ‘to some other plahet to round up a batch of slaves to . .
carry night soil and £311l the land for us?'. The “truth -

‘reflected in these remarks is worthy of our profound thoughts. -
' " Comradés Fehz Ch'e -and Wang Hul also. disagreed with .~
Comrade Ching Ssu-érh'a Yiewpoint that Communist soclety:
will not be -able to ellminate heaVyflabor;-fThey;said‘this.;
viewpoint was "unsupportable"” and "nost unsatisfactory.”
We don't agree to this opinion held by Comrades Feng Ch'e .
) Heavy labor 'is relative to ‘light labor. Heavy labor
means labor of relatlively high intensiiy that requlireg re- .
latively high rate of consumdtion of labor power, .  Relative- . .
1y speaking, when one kind of heavy labor is ellminated, an-,
other kind of labor has becomeé heavy labor. ‘Heayy labor -
exists in any society. Technilcal progréess. can elimlnate any .
" form of heavy labor, but it .cannot completely ‘eliminate -all
heavy labor, - Téchnieal prozress 1s an:indefinite process,
and the elimination of heaty labor is-also an indefinlte ..
DIOOE S, o i o Rl SRR TEY R L ATEEL AT

: - Top instance, after the manual labor of earth and -
stone moving done in water conservancy projects 1s replaced
by mechinery, a certaln kind of machinery operation will
become heavy labor. The perpetuallity of heavy labor is

one resson that technical renovation and technical revolu-
tions go on perpetually. Not only do small-scale indigenous=
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style 1ncustrles need technical renovatlon and technical
revolut ion, but modern big erntervrises also need technical
renovation and technicsal revolutlon.- Zven after the compléte
conversion to automation of technique and equipment, it .
would not be,;as,some people say, just button-pushing and
meter-watching., . It is true that button-pushing and meter-
watchling are forms of labol under conditions subsequent to
conversion to the automation of production. However, even
this form of labor requires a high-level of attention., oo
Furthermore, button—pushlnp and meter—watching is the form
of labor when machinery is functioning normally, Once ma-
chinery is out of order, men must take emergency measures
at once to detect and repair the malfunction.... Then it
usually becomes a kind of heavy labor. Therefore, it is .
erroneous to ,say that after the arrival of the Communist
society, men's labor will be like "a game." Besides, labor
in a Communist society is multlfarious, certain kinds of .
labor require people to expend more physical power, others
require people to give more concentrated attentlon,'while
still others require a ‘hizh level of skill, .

‘As a result,; there are numerous differentiations
of labor. Sowme are heavier, Some are lighter. Even Com-
rade Wang Hui had to admit that labor in a Communist society
has dlstinctions. As a matter of fact, since one admits
there are differences in the character of work in different
production departments and differences in technical condi-
tions, then one must admit that the intensity of physical
labor differs with different production departments. .

, Relatively speaking, there will be heavy labor and
light labor. What we want to elininate now is the relative
heavy labor of definite significance and définite form,
Heavy labor itself can never be elimlnated. This is an ob-
jective law.

C Of course, the phys;caW labor and heavy 1abor which
we say wlll continue to exist in the Communist society de-
finitely 15 not the same as pnvsical labor and heavy labor
of today. In the same way, we say that in the Communist
.society, with the development of praductlvity, the relation-
ship between production and the uprer structure will need .
continuous renovations and readjustments. In other words,
perpetual. revolution is required., But, by then, the nature
and methods of revolution will be dlfferent.- ‘The reasoning
of both statements is the same. . :

12




'The Correlation of Two Concepts of the World . -

- thy are there people who oppose the view thait physil-
cal and heavy labor will exist in Communist society? As we:
‘see 1t, this results from their working a% the Ifuturo Com=" -
‘munist soclety with the bourgeols concept: of the wor..d. - .-
“'Those of the explbﬁting-cl&sé‘neVer'performflabdf;l~Qhey?u g
;arefable'to'1ead a*licentiousjandwshameleSS'lifenby'exploit-
ing the blood znd sweat of the laborers, . This, therelore,.
is in accordance with thelr corcept of the world and taelr -

wish that there ‘should mnot, -of course, be physical labor,
__particularly heavy labor, - v e L
oo Th sfbourgeois»concept*ofvthe.world*finds’expréssioﬂ
in Comrade Wang Hui's artiele,: . . o o 0 ud i T
' Comrade Fenp Ch'e sald that "stressing that.a Com=-
munist soclety will eliminate neither physiecal nor heavy
labor" willl make people recl 'deprived of Mfany hope" in- -
- Communist doglety. It seems that this is mot the "hope"
" of “the broad'maés”bf}WOrkersrandﬂfarmersuwhocregard<physi--‘
cal labor ‘as -the f£irst necessity of humen life but ‘the "hope"
'of ‘the bourgeois who detest labor and lndulge ln leisure. -
- The proletariat persevere in their "struggle and lntrepidly’
jrush'tOWafds'demuniSm,“nOt»for“the,purpose~of_w1nning.ar
"soclety™ without puysical labor. . 7. Wlleooiloeennoo0
- “As to the statenent that people would be Mdiscouraged”
by the assertion that physical and heavy labor will exist:.
“in Communist ‘soclety, those wno feeél “discouraged are not. .
‘the - proletsriat-but-the bourgeois, ~This is:because the -
proletariat have always been engagzed 'in physical labor and .
they really are not afraid of physical labor. The broad
mass of veteran laborers on the one hand, perform labor in
disregard of conditions and. remuneration and perform heavy
labor themselves and let other people take light labor. On
the other“haﬂd,?they”aré-aetiVely*éngaged”in'techniéal%re4“
novations end technical revolutions and are flghting vallant-
1y to eliminate the heavy labor at hand and ralse .the rate
of productlion. = T A

Today they are building .a greai mansion for. the new
_ soclety withgthéirytwatOiling‘handsﬂand:Willicréate'aibétter
“tomorrow with théir two tolling hands, Only the bourgeols .
who have never done phaysical labor are afraid of physical
labor;“"Thergffre;*when‘they}heaﬁ‘that~physica1-bbor'w111"
. exist in‘Gommuniét”society,ftheyufeel'discouraged;;'It‘is
“a’ good thing that the ‘discouragement: of the bourgeols who
are opposed to physical labor has ‘been .exposed now rather

than later. - We should also ‘thHoroushly reform' the bourgeols
concept of the world. ’ '

13




Comrade iang Hui dald taat in a Communist soclety peo-
ple regard labor “dS the first démandimade of them] and ac-
cept 1t gladly and not as a heavy burden imposed upon them-
selves" because by that time heavv labor will have been
eliminated. It is true that the 1mprovement of labor condl-
tions and the reduction of the intensity of labor will have
definite effects on the reduction of uhe consumption of phy-
sical power. - However, it is the people's political ideology
which plays the deciding role in making people regard 1abor
as the most important thing and the first demand. .

- To those who have thoroushly eliminated the influence
of the bourge01s concept -of the world and possess a high .
Communist consciousness, labor is still regarded as the first
demand of life even under labor conditions in a found So=
cialist societys For example, in our country, even though
there have been great developmentis in production and great
improvement in technical conditlons since the liberation,
manual work still plays a very big role in agricultural and
industrial pproduction. Even under such conditilons, numer-
ous veteran producers have: never regarded physical and heavy
labor as heavy burdens. They rega%d it as a demand [made on
them] by life and a pleasure. Therefore, they work hard
and skillfully and continuously bring about miracles. This
is something which people with the bourgeois concept of the
world cannot understand. We are of the opinion that the
unequlvocal statement of the existence of physical and heavy
labor in Communist society will not obstruct peoplw with a -
hizh Communist consclousness from actively strlvin 10 acce-
1erate the transitlon to Gommunism._

Notes , _ o
(1) Cagital by Karl Marx, Jol. I, page 176,_Peop1e's Press
. ‘edition. , ) .
(9) Ditto, page 192, -
(3) Anti-Duhring, . by Eriedrich bngels,_l956 edltion pub-
. lished Dby Peoole s Press, pp 308 and 309.
(4) Capital by Xerl larx, Vol, I, pp 191-192, -
(5) Antl-Dunring by Friedrich Engels, 1956 ed¢tion published
by People's Press, page 310. :
(6) "Edqucation Must be Combined with Productive Labor" by
. Lu Ting-y1, page . ,-uo. T, 1958 of Red Flag.
(7) "On Communist oociety publlshed by the Chlnese People s
University Press, page 83. ,
(8) Critigue of Political Econonmy, by harl Marx.
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T'HE'-A’?”"IGL."" M ox Thl: L ININATION OF
;1?HYSIGAL ABOR" Is .L*,RRO\TJLOUD A»ID DAMAGING

[Following is the translation of a resume of
' contributed articles in Xuang- mingﬁJih-pao, |
Peipin 26 oeptember 1960._ :

~After. the publication of the articles bJ Gomrades‘”f

Fenr Ch'e and Wang Hul in Vumber 54 -of this supplement criti-
cizins the viewpoint -held by Comrade Ching Ssu-erh that "Com—
munist soclety cannot eliminate physlcal and heavy labor,"
we have reécgeived quite e number of contributions which pre=
sent opinions different from thé’ viewpoint held’ b{ Comrades.
Feng and Wang and which regard tais viewpoint as "a theory.
gf elimination of phjsical 1abor and as erroneous and damag—h
nge - .
Comrades Feng and Wan~ are of the opinion that, since :
Communist socliety ellminates “the antawonism and differentia-
tlon between physical and mental labor, 1t cannot be said.
physioal labor will exist in the Communist society, ’mhis is,
their sole baeis for opposing the viewpoint that physical
labor will exist in Communist society. Hany comrades think.
this is entirely baseless. Comradé Xung Yin-wanf said in
his contributed article: "In theé Communist society, physical
labor and mental labor will be fused tozgether completely L
and all ‘will possesg a high lével of. awareness and scienti-
fic knowledge and per*orm both "physical labor" and "mental -

labor.," Not only will the antaconism and difference between . -

them be eliminated, ‘but aleo eliminated will be the die~hard
forces left behind by.the class’ society -aud existing in peo=
ple's thinklna and oonsciousness, forces whieh look down
upon phvsical 1abor.- Physical 1abor will exist in Communist
labor as the primary demand [mace] of people, i
‘The comelision is that the elimination of physical

labor absolutely ‘cannot be found Dby eliminating the distinc-
tion between physical and mentsl labor," Comrade Hsin Hua-
said in his contributed articlé:” ’Lhe so-oalled eliminatlon .
of the differénce between. phvs1ca1 and- mental labor does:-not
mean the elimination of two forms of labor--physical and. -
mental--themselves. Nor does it ‘mean that, at the higher
Communist stase, 1abor is nelther phy31cal nor mental 1abor,
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but another sp didl kind bf 1abdr. The elimination of the
differerices betwedh pHysidal and mental labor really means
the eliminatlon of the differences between the physical
worker and the mental worker, or, in other words, the eli-
mination of the social phenomenon whereby some people per-
form nothing but vhysical labor and lack cutlural and scien-
tific knowledze while others perform nothing but wmental labor
and are divorced from physical labor., I means the reallze-
tion of the moal presented by the party that "intellectuals
should be converted into laborers, while the labor masses
should be converted into intellectuals,"

The contributed articles pointed out that physical
labor is the foundation on which human society exists and
develovs and~that-Communist society cannot do without physi-
cal labor., Comrades Hsu Kuang-chu and Liu Sung-sou, in their
article, said' "As is genefally known, the production of
materials ‘has always been the foundation on which humans
exlst and develop, and the production of materials cannot be
carried out without physical labor.. In a Communist society,
physical labor will still be the indispeasable means for -
nurturing the new men of Communism., And in the present peri-
od of transition from Capitalism to Comwmunism, physioal la-
bor is an importent means for the reformation of people's:
bourgeois concept of the world and the eWevstlon of people 8
Communistio consclousness,

Whether for the present or after the a“rival of Com~
munist soclety, the s1bnificance of poysical labor absolute-»
ly cannot be overlooked.

. Comrade Hsin Hua wrote, "Dhysical labor will always
be the condition.for the existence and development of human
society and will always be the means for the creation of ma=-
terial wealth and the foundation of mental labor. Without
physical labor, there will be no production and human socie-
ty w111 be dooméd to perdihmuns T

: -Although with the development of the teonn*cal and
cultural revolution, heavy manual labor will be replaced
by machine labor and the wear and tear of labor will be great-
ly reduced, the form of ]o]rlysica'r labor will exist forever,
even thousands and tens of thousands of years from now.

‘The education policy of the party has as 1ts premise
the concept that physical labor will st1ll exist in Commun-
ist soclety and will'be of decisive sighificance. The educa-
tion poliey. and:the policy of the conversion of intellectuals
into laborers of the party denote the siznificance given
physical labor by the pariy and reflect the viewpoint and
attitude of Marxism an physicai labor.,

- The fusion of education and productive labor and the
conversion of intellectuals into laborers are not only policies
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for the time being,;but.pbiicies applié&blé;inié:COmmunist

soclety. - 'They are not tactical policiesgbutﬁsﬁrategicApolipf'

cles., They aregnot.only;required‘byiSbéialiSt revolution :
and Socialist reconstruction, but also required by, Communism.
Unless intellectuals take part in-physical labor,.they can-
not remould their ideolozy and. cannot’ be bona fldé Communists
and specialists, XKnowledge divdrced from physical labor is
incomplete and lifeless knowledze. This-lifeless kuowledsge .
does not meet the needs of the sociallst revolution and re- .
construction at present, and will.not meet the needs.of the.. . .
Communist. reconstruetion in the future." They quoted from
the message glven by Comrade Lu Ting-yi on behalf of the . .
Central Committee of the Chinesé Communist Party .and the -~ - -
State Council at the Natlonal Conference of Cultural and = ' -
Educztional Workers as follows:. "The wealih of soclety can:
only be created by means of human physlcal labor. It was so.
It is so., And it will be so:" :This proves that only the
exploiting class looks down upon physical labor and physical .
laborers, We should regard physical labor as the primary ... -
demand ‘of human 1lilfe.,” = .. . - CLT e
’ 'Regarding the questlon whether Communist soclety.can .
eliminate physical labor, Comrade Heu Xuangschu wrote, "We .
should understand that in Communist society the oblectives
of labor and the means of labor. in all serments of community -
life camnnot be exactly the same, ' Thus, as the conditlons ..
of labor even in the same production departments cannot be : -
exactly the same, while physical labor in Communist society
will be much lighber than at present, the cohsumption’' of.
physical strength will wary. .That is, certain kinds of labor .-
require the ‘expenditure of more physical' strensth, while. .
others require*the'expenditureﬁof“less‘physical strength., - -
Of course, they are relatlive and comparative to each.other. ..
Some'people'understandLCommunist'labor,as"bUttonépushing, .
and meter-waiching--easy work and entirely effortless.’ Com=~- .=
rade Ssu-erh, addressing himself to this concept, pointed -
out that heavy physical labor will exist in the Communlst . -
society. He attempted to.explain that Communist pliysical
labor is not licht. and easy like & game, ' 'He tried to re-
mind people of Marx's teaching that labor in a Communist so-
ciety will remain 'a very serious business, an effort of -
highintensiby.““Theréfore,'the-writer’s motive '1s proper. .
and of realistic significance.™ &= o -

The articles.hold the propagation of "the theory of... . .
eliminatibnfo,physical,laborﬁ by'CompadewFéng‘Gh'e;and,others
“in their.grticlesfag,egroneous:and~damaginggand a,Seriousﬂdise
tortion ‘of Communism, .. Comrade. Kung Yin-Vang of Ching Hua

Upiversipyjbp;néd;'ﬁin"diacusslng,whether physical labor
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will exist in Communist EOG*etv, Wé intend to enable people .
to have a corredt Mabikldt undérstanding of our great ideal--
Communism, -We intend that they have a clear view of the di-
rection and route of advance and that they redouble their
efforts to promote the development of society. Since we take
this requlrement ag a staerting point, the viewpoint held by
Comrade Feng Ch'e.and others that Communlst soclety will eli-
minate physical labor: is very damaging. I am reminded of the
great debate on labor held on our campus last year, A few
fellow students who retained the bourzeois viewpoint ad-
vanced conjectures about Communist society in the light of
the corrupt bourgeois concept of the worlid., They said that,
as a result of the development of science and technology,
everything will have been eonverted to automation., All peo-
ple will have to do.is to push buttons aad evervthing tney
want will come to0 hand.

Some were of the opin‘on that even button-pushing was
unnecessary, since a-wonderful kind of electro-magnatic waves
‘can be tramsmitied from people's brains, For instanée, when
you want to eat sausages, your brain will automatically trans-
mit signals to the place where the sausages are located. Up-
on recelbt of tne sipnals, sausages will-be sent over to
you. '
“As a result they came to this conclusion: In a Communu
ist society, people do not have to perform physical labor,
because all they need to do is to think while sitting in a
comfortéble arm-chair., By then, people will be jJust consum-
ers,  ‘Finally, they asked, since physical labor will not be
required in Communist society, whether we sghould stress par-
ticipdtion in physical labor now? They asked whether it was
not better for us to acquire more knowledse and create more
automation devices. It turned out that their avid love for
the elimination of physical labor in Communist poclety was
for the purpose of opposing and rejecting participation
in labor now. However, the great majority jeered at thelr
ludicerous theory which went oankrupu after having beling sub-
jected to thorough refutation, This example serves to pro%e
that the viewpoint that Communist soclety wants to ellminate
physical. labor is- verj ridiculous and damag¢nq.

Comrade Feng Ch'e held the opinion that the a;firma—
tion of the contlnued existance of pay°10a1 ‘labor in Cofi=
munist society is dlSCOUP&”lnD to people and makes them
feel deprived of hope.'.I do not know to whom Comrade Feng
- Ch'e referred to by oeonle in this instance. If he re-
ferred to the hundreds of millions of the masses, the workers
and farmers of our country, then this reference constitutes
a gross slander of them. Everyone know that our hundreds of
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millions of laboring people, under the leadership of the
Party, have developed stupendous perseverance and widdom
and have worked and are working unprecedented miracles,

In order to change the face of the 'utter poverty'
of our country and to complete the building of Communism at
an early date, they are selflessly working day and night.
They have always rezarded physical labor as a matter of course.
They have deemed the greatest pleasure the fact that in per-
forming labor they are creating happiness for generations to
come, How can one say that they would feel "deprived of
hope" and "dlscouraged" when they hear that physical labor
will continue to exist in the Communist soclety? 'People’
who 'feel discouraged' are those bourgeois lntellectuals
who are unwilling to participate In physical labor and look
down upon physical labor. Only these peopdle, witnessing
the development of the soclety of our country at a flying
speed and the gradual elimination of the differences between
physical and mental labor and the lupending nullification
of the status and privileges due to thelr monopoly of know-
ledge, would then cry out in desperation and feel deprived
of any. hope.”

10,255 - EiD =-
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