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■ '■■' SEVERAL- PROBLEMS CONCERNING THE ELIMINATION''     ;':.-• 
OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PHYS'iGAL AND MENTAL LABOR. ■ - 

' - COMMUNIST CHINA -" i;.   >..'.".;.:: -v; 

[Following is the translation of an article. ; 

by Shao Ping InUKuan^-ming Jlh-pab,. Peiping» '" • •; ' .' ' 
: -26 September 196o7"^page 3, j '■:■—, '\^- 

Whether or not there will be physical labor and .heavy - 
labor at the higher:;stages of Communism is an important ques- ■■■■■■ 
tion well worth discussing. On this question, we.concur with 
the spirit and the ..fundamental viewpoint of the article by  ■ 
Comrade Ching Ssu-er.h published in edition No. 51 of "Eeono- ; 

mios", a supplement bfsKuah^ming .Jih-pao. ' -We. disagree with 
the spirit and certain-important points of the two; articles 
by Comrades Feng Ch'e and Wang Hul published in edition No.', ; 
54 of "Economics".  : :--:..-;. 

The Question of Correlation-arid Bifferentiatlonr    i 
Between-.PbJ'3ica% .and Mental .Labor Is a Question . 
of Social Relations ■.. 

First of all, we must avoid bohfusing the .biologioal - 
relationship between the laborer's personal physical power . • 
and mental power and the'Marxist concept: of correlation; and •. 
differentiation between physical and mental labor.which re- 
vflect a social relationship. Furthermore^, we must not regard - 
the correlation between, physical and: mental labor and the 
difference between physical ^nd-mental labor as one and the ;. 
same. Otherwise,- :we would hot- be' able to 'proceed with a lucid 
discussion of the question. ,••;, 

■ Physical labor and mental labor.are.the two basic forms 
of human labor. During the process of .the. performance of la- ■ 
bor by laborer, the two are closely United and indivisible."':.. 
One cannot imagine the exlstance of a certain kind of "labor"; 
having nothing whatsoever to do with mental labor or physical; 
labor, because labor is a process, a process of the realization 



of labor force. Labor force Was '^understood by Marx as "the 
sum total of physical föröe and;Spiritual force* It exists 
in ä person's body and in his living character, When he men 
tivates it (labor), a functional value is usually produced"(1), 
Marx also pointed out that, in the process of labor, the la- 
borer "knows Ms goal and uses this goal as his rule to decide 
upon the forms and methods of his activities and makes his 
will subject to this goal." "Throughout the entire course 
of his labors, he must also possess a purposeful will to be 
expressed as attention"(2).  It may be seen that Marx has 
reasoned very penetratingly the unified and indivisible re- 
lationship between physical and mental force of the laborer 
in the process of laboring. 

However, in studying the question of the relationship 
between physical and mental labor, Marx was not studying the 
above-mentioned biological relationship between physical and 
mental forces of the laborer in the process of laboring. He 
was studying a social relationship and he was studying it in 
conjunction with the production relationship, class relation- 
ship and the tasks of the proletariat revolution. Marx, En- 
gels, Lenin, Comrade Mao. Tse-tung and the pertinent resolu- 
tions passed by the Central Committee of our party all place 
the correlation and differentiation between physical and 
mental labor on a parallel with the relationship between ur- 
ban and rural areas and the relationship between workers and 
farmers and, through them, disclose the relationships among 
men in a society and treat them as social contradictions. 

The correlation or differences between physical and 
mental labor discussed by Marx are actually references to 
the correlation and differences between physical and mental 
workers. The clarification of this point is of importance 
to the question which we are going to discuss. This is be- 
cause what we want to eliminate through social revolution 
is not physical labor or mental labor "per se—they are going 
to co-exist with the human race—but the antagonism between 
them (which has already been eliminated with the victory of 
the Socialist revolution in our country) and the differences 
between them (which are gradually being eliminated in our 
country in accordance with the series of correct principles 
and policies laid down by Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Party). 

■■ .. The separation of physical and mental labor (including 
the differentiation and correlation between them) is the in- 
evitable and unavoidable product of the development of the . 
productive force of society at a certain stage. The elimina- 
tion of the antagonism and differences between them is the 
regulated result of social development and one of the tasks 



to be acöömplished by genuine Marxists. 
In primitive society, .'physical labor and mental, labor 

were not yet• -separate d. With'tbe development of the produc- 
tive forces Of society,, private, ownership and exploitation 
came into being.1 With the arrival of slave society,, complete 
separation of physical labor ahd mental labor came to pass. 
In. other words, the phenomenon of the division of work In so- 
ciety between physical workers and mental workers emerged. 
Among the Owners'of slaves were those who specialized in 
mental labbri Aristotle, the great scientist of.an ancient 

: society, was himself an-owner of. slaves.-The broad enslaved 
masses were 'engaged -In-, the-heaviest physical labor and were 

■ .■subjected to the cruel exploitation .and inhuman treatment of 
the 'slave owners. '-..To the: slave .owners* (among whom were those 
who specialised'-'in .mental  labor)^'.slave's (the physical labor- 
ers in,those\days)':were "talking tools*" This eerves to : 
show ' thatf: the •'separation of physical and mental labor has 
been, from the very beginning of history, closely linked 

' with, the'antagonistic class relationship,' and exploitative 
relationships Therefore, this separation signified the con- 
frontation'betweehAthe exploiter's and the exploited.. 

... v The-' separation of physical and mental labor,- which 
Marx at times also 'referred to as the "division of labor 
•in a societyi emerged in:answer to the needs of social deve- 
lopment when the productive forces of society.developed to 
'a certain'historical stage. It has exerted a motivating in- 
fluence Over the production and culture of society. How- 
ever, one cannot white wash its antagonistic nature, in a 
,society of: class exploitation on this account. : This opposi- 
tion; with tha emergence of the modes of production of Feudal- 
ism and" Capital ism ,v"w as continuously reborn, in various con- 
crete forms. ;' '•■•-. :■  ■' 

. With the'■•development of capitalism, the antagonistic 
^contradiction between the relationshipsof production and the 
productive forces and between the upper, structure and.the eco- 

..nomic foundation became increasingly acute; the contradiction 
between' the proletariat and:the bourgeois became increasing- 
'ly'acute arid the" antagonism'between'"physical and mental 
labor also berime..increasingly acute.. All these demanded 
that Socialist revolution be carried out,' that the exploit- 
ing class 'be eliminated through the revolution of the. prole- 
tariat arid that, simultaneously, the foundation for the an- 
tagonism between physical and mental labor be eliminated. 

In:the-society: of „the, exploitation system, the re- 
lations between physical labor(ers) and mental labor(ers) 

•'crystallizes'the: relations between, the olasses.,; Mental labor, 
"in general^- denotes social administration (government), 



production management, labor* administration and work in 
science, technology and the arts.  It is engaged in by a 
segment of the exploiting class and the intellectuals of the 
exploiting class. As for the majority of the exploiting.ele- 
ments, they are occupied solely in the pursuit of sensual 
pleasures and do not do a lick of work. They perform abso- 
lutely no mental or physical labor. 

Physical labor, in general, denotes the heavy produc- 
tive.labor in the fields of industry, agriculture, transport 
and others performed;by the broad masses, the oppressed and 
exploited laboring people. . Physical laborers were exploited 
and oppressed by mental laborers and thus became "the most 
stupid and.ignorant," because "they only repeat monotonously 
and mechanically the same actions," and "all their physical 
and spiritual capabilities are sacrificed"(3). Physical 
laborers, of necessity, were possessed of "professional 
idiocy" (as Marx put it) and limited intellectually. 

The Socialist society established by.the proletarian: 
revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat has, owing 
to the implementation of public "ownership of the means of 
production, eliminated the exploitative system and wrought 
other social reforms.  In general, the antagonism between 
physical and mental labor has been eliminated. However, the 
differences between physical and mental labor remain. 

In other words, the separation between them in Social- 
ist society is expressed in differences and not opposition. 
These differences are some of the vestiges of the old society 
which Socialist society cannot but retain. Owing to the fact 
that Socialist society is a transitory society in the pro- 
gress from the Capitalist society to the Communist society, 
vestiges of the old society are inevitable. The socialist 
stage is one at which these differences go through the pro- 
cess of reduction to finalelimination* Therefore, in the 
early stages of Socialism and the stage subsequent to the 
building.of Socialism, the relationship.between physical 
and mental labor is undergoing big changes. 

At the present stage of Socialism, the differences be- 
tween physical and mental labor mean that some people are en- 
gaged in physical labor and others are engaged in mental 
labor and that the two have yet to be completely combined. 
Besides, owing to such reasons as the differentiation in 
social status of physical and mental laborers, and the differ- 
ences in conditions and modes of labor, differences are mani- 
fested in political ideology and cultural levels.  Differences 
are also seen in the levels of living due to prolonged dis- : 
crepances in conditions of material living in the old society. 
These differences are seen in transitory social relationships 
at the primary stage of Communism. 



"-Thiei Elimination- of the DisjtiMtlmJIetjieen . 
Physical aridJfonTal .Labor ,1s -a gjU.tOfrloal . 
Task of the Pyöletarian^RevöTij!OB,n ,. ■-,; 

•""■.:'[  The historical task "of the .'proletarian revolution.Is • 
to. set up a-001110101131: society and to.'carry out the mp'st v.- , 
comprehensive," thorough "and: revolutionary remoulding of the 
society possible. iTherefore, after the Vfresting ■ of politi- 
cal1 power hy the'proletariat,: one - of the important' aspects 
of the remoulding of social, relations is.,the elimination of 
the exploiting"class,, the elimination of-the: antagonism.be- - 
tweeri'physical and mental labor and the gradual'eliminätion; 
of the differences between physical and mental labor* ' Of"; 

course^ the-'-Mgh level of., the- development of the productive 
forces': of'the 'iöciety .la- the material basis for the elimina- 
tion of theee difference s s- , However, ..rip matter how- highly ;: 
developed the level of the product I've..forces is, it cannot 
cause 'th.e--"dif'ferences between physical arid mental labor- to 
automatically disappear.■ The elimination of. the differences 
requires •the-revolutionary remoulding of .social relations. 

.  •  In accordance-with; th<? universal truth of Marxism- = 
Leninism^- thd:Central Committee 6? .'the party ;and .Comrade Mao 
Tse-tung scientifically:. summed up the rich experiences of .,- 
the Socialist revolution and Socialist reconstruction of 
our country« They creatively developed, the Marxist and' 
Leninist theories pertaining to, the building of Socialism ;■■ 
and Communism, the theory of continuous'revolution and the. 
theory of the -stages of revolutionary development.- They also 
correctly solved'problems pertaining to the Socialist re- 
volution, Socialist reconstruction, the line, principles, 
policies and they took a series of concrete measures for the 
transition from Socialism to Communism. With regard to the 
elimination of the differences between physical and mental 
labor, our Party and the State formulated and implemented 
principles and policies of a series of related systems. 

'"-Examples of these are: the participation of the in- 
tellectuals'and cadres in physical labor and their sharing- 
of the food, quarters and labor ,of the masses of workers and 
farmers; their "appearance in the. capacity of common laborers; 
thV participation of the workers .in the management of en- 
terprises; the conversion of intellectuals into'laborers 
and" the■ conversion of laborers into intellectuals; the com- 
bining of education and productive: labor. This is effective 
proof. ''• ■"::'* , ■■■•:■':-       . . 

;■• The implementation of the Socialist revolution and 
Socialist reconstruction In our country eloquently proved the 
•above-mentioned t»rinciples and policies to be entirely ac- 
curate. This is also the truth as we ourselves comprehend it. 



it should be pointed out that the conversion of intel- 
lectuals into laborers and. tM participation of intellectuals 
in physical labor is an'important measure for the elimination 
of the differences between physical and mental labor. One 
cannot imagine that by merely converting the masses of work- 
ers and famrers into intellectuals we really eliminate the 
differences between physical and mental labor, without making 
the intellectuals participate in physical labor, without 
making the intellectuals join the masses of workers and farm- 
ers in the practice of physical labor, and without making 
them nurture the feelings of the workers and farmers and re- 
mould their bourgeois thinking of looking down upon physical 
labor. 

• Of course, the elimination of. the differences between 
physical and mental labor is not simple and cannot be accoi*. 
plished with a snap of the fingers. Judging by actual con- 
ditions, the elimination of the differences between them 
may be more distant than the differences between workers 
and farmers and between the urban and rural areas, because 
the requirements for the remoulding and nurturing of all the 
people in society into new people of Communism may be higher 
and more difficult to meet than the requirements for the eli- 
mination of the differences between the workers and farmers 
and the urban and rural areas. However, the question hinges 
on whether we have the genuine Marxist spirit of continuous 
revolution and the courage to break away from all the bour- 
geois influences and whether we would incessantly strive to 
create a situation favorable to the elimination of these dif- 
ferences in the light of actual conditions. 

Physical Labor 3x1sts As Long As the 
Human So c -ie ty Doe s 

■■5/r# Material production is the basis of the existance of 
human society.;- (If material production ceases, the human 
race cannot exist and society cannot exist. The important 
feature of the process of production is that people, through 
the implements of■labor, function upon natural things and 
reconstruct natural things to meet the needs of men. Marx 
said, "First, labor is a process between man and nature. In 
this process, man, through his.own activities, provokes, 
"regulates and controls the material changes between man 
and nature. Man, in the capacity of a natural force, stands 
in opposition to natural materials "(4). All the wealth 
of society comes through material production; that is, it is 
created by human physical labor. It was so.  It is so. And 
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it will be so. Therefore, we./should:Regard physical labor, 
as the first'demand upon hümäh :ii'fe'. 

^Comrades! Fehg ' Ch'e'^änd'Wang; Hui criticized, the, concept 
held by Comrade Ohing Szu-erh that the Communist spoiety,can- 
not eliminate physical labor as "a distortion of Communist 
society." - .It is "ludicrous," and ;" very r erroneous and damag- 
ing,"' they" said.:' We.'cannot agree' with the. remarks'of Com- ; 
rades Peng Ch'e': and'Wang'Hui: at. all. . • n, 

•••'•■■'• . Comrade"Feng Ch'e said that, if it is to be acknowled^d 
that'the /differences1 between physical and' mental labor will 
be eliminated inl'Communist" society, then, it should also be 
acknowledged ithat physical labor will also be eliminated in 
Communist'$ociety. ' Otherwise,;.one' would be "employing the, 
gimmick "of affirming (something)'..in principle, but negating 
(it) in substance 'and -in the concrete." One .would be stealth- 
ily •:negatihg-'nthe principle of the elimination of the/dif- 
ferences' between, physical .and. mental'.labor. in Communist so- 
ciety." ..Me are of; the opinion that there is ho contradic- 
tion between the fact's that.Communist society wants to eli- 
minate the differences between.physical and mental labor 
and that Commuhist.society will not eliminate physical la- 
bor itself;. The .so-called elimination of the differences 
between' physical and. mental '.labor refers in the main to the 
elimination. Of the' following,phenomena: abnormal and one- 
sided development of.physical and mental laborers, inabili- 
ty of those'engaged'in physical labor':.to perform mental lab- 
or and the'inability of those' engaged 'in. mental labor to 
perform;physical' labor. We must eliminate social conditions 
that create these Phenomena.'"..'--.We must -cultivate completely 
new:men who can voluntarily perform physical labor and can 
also perform mental .labor in order to'meet the needs of the 
•development :of Communist "production. , 

; 'Once'the differences between physical and mental lab- 
or are eliminated, people.Will all be equipped with a high 
level'Of scientific: and cultural upbringing and have a know- 
ledge of üröduetion and Will be better able to perform physi- 
cal labor". Of course, the statement that physical labor 
will .exist in Communist society does not mean that, by that 
time, .some people will p'erform mental labor exclusively 
while others Will perform mental labor exclusively.. 

:■•'.'Physical labor in a .Communist society Is physical 
labor 'under conditions' ensulng/'from the elimination of.the , 
differences between physical and mental labor and is physi- 
cal labor performed by people.equipped with all-round know- 
ledge ahd training'. We . think that. is What .Comrade Ohing . 
Ssu-erh meant. ' Therefore^., there. is no. foundation whatso- . 
ever for'the assertion of Comrades Peng Ch'e and Wäng' Hui 



that the admission of the .• existence of physical iabor in 
Communist society means ..to .deny the elimination of the dif- 
ferences between physical and mental labor inherited from 
the old society. 

Comrade Feng Ch'e only allowed that there will be 
"productive, labor" in Communist society, but would not allow 
that there will be physical labor by that time. His reason- 
ing was that by that time, physical and mental labor will 
have been combined. This opinion haä no leg to stand on. 
Physical and mental labor in a.Communist society will be 
combined on the foundation of the Communist ownership system 
of the means of production. However, this combination does 
not mean-the elimination of physical and mental labor. En- 
gels, in.explaining labor in the future Communist society, 
pointed out that, when society controls all the means of 
production and utilizes them in accordance with the plans 
of societyj .the enslavement of men by the means of produc- 
tion ;and the division of labor of the old days will be eli- 
minate. Engels said: "in its place will be a production 
organization which, on the one hand, prevents people from 
shifting to.others the part of productive labor (the natur- 
al condition(s) for human survival) which they should under- 
take, and, on the other, provides everyone with the possibi- 
lity of all-round development and application of all his 
physical and mental pwoers.  It (productive labor) will no 
longer be the means for enslavement of human beings but 
rather the means for the liberation of human beings. 

Therefore, productive labor will be transformed from 
a heavy burden to a pleasure"(5).  Comrades Feng Ch'e and 
Wang Hui might say that they agree that the retention of 
productive labor in the future Communist society is necessary, 
but vould only allow the retention of physical labor. To ad- 
mit the existence of productive labor in Communist society, 
but. to refuse to admit the existence of physical labor is 
very strange logic, indeed. This is the idealist view of 
productive labor. 

The above quotation from Engels explicitly pointed 
out that in a Communist society "productive labor provides 
everyone with the possibility of ail-round development and 
application of.all his physical and mental power." Engels 
obviously closely related productive labor to physical 
labor, and did not reject physical labor as [a kind of] pro- 
ductive labor. We would like to pose a question to Comrade 
Feng and Wang: What are the contents of your so-called con- 
cept of productive labor? Why is it that productive labor 
in Communist society will not include physical labor? 

Some people say, since Communist society will eliminate 
the division of labor of the old days, it will eliminate 
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•the conditions for the imprisonment of workers in the. naiv . 
row confines of their narrowprofessional capabilities ;ana ., 
nurture a kind of totally developed new men^ They say ..one- 
will be able to exchange his position and duties in.society. 
They say one will be able to pursue one profession today -A 
and another profe ssion tomorrow. .Therefore, in the; Commun- 
ist society, there ;will be no physical labor to speak of* 
This opinion is also incorrect. ;i ■■':-.;.'-v-.',:  - ;. 

... First, the .meaning of the pursuit of different.pro- 
fessions by rotation by the new men in ä Oommunist.society. . 
should be correctly-.understood.. Although,; duetto-the^capa- 
bilities of men to possess all kinds of knowledge,, and be- 
cause of the reduction in the time of labor and sufficient 
ly favorable social conditions, the new.men -of .Gommunist . 
society will be well-rounded peoplev However, in any.given . 
length of time, the comprehension aiid; skills of men will •.. 
still be limited. Furthermore, there, are the limits im-:. ..- 
posed by his life span; .■•   -^-;: ;•,,:  ".-.'.. -. .:'■ ; ,'..: ■. • :'v,„ .■-'■'■■.. Therefore, -all-around development can aardly be un-  • 
derstood as' mastery of all. fields,'The correct, interpreta- 
tion should be: :"Eersons capable of performing, many tasks; ■ 
and pursuing many ^professions,- but with special! zed know- ■■ ■ 
ledge and. skills*(6). The so-called .pursuit .of .different. : 
professions'by rotation means that-people'need not-be. t lea,': ' 
down for life to one job.and may.change Jobs if they wish^ 
in accordance: with; thö .needs of-society and personal aMll- 
ties.  It absolutely: does not mean -that relative stability.- 
of workers-: at their'jobs is not required. ., This relative Job 
stability-'is heeded for the highly planned, nature of PPmmun- 
isarand gigantic production. In this"'respect, one can hard-- 
ly' imagine a -situation, as described by Francois Fourier, :■■ 
the day-dreaming Socialist: "People usuMir, can sustain ;j-;, 
interest' in one' job for one 'and. one-half to two-hours, • 

• Therefore, a person' should: öhaii^e jobs some eight times a 
. day..;..In this way, labor is free'from pain and will be.  ■ 
something like. Play.People-will enthusiastically perform 
labor"(7). This is purely the Utopian designs of a day- 
dreamer, Marxism taught us: ■Communist, labor .does- not mean 

■ "a mere pastime and'pleasure, and must not be understood  ., 
according to. the' reasoning- of the flippant Parisian: women ., 
as Fourier so naively did'MS}.,: Our. duty is to educate the 
people with Marxism and'actively create the-most Deautlful • 
Gommunist society and not to lead people into the never- 
never land. Of Utopia with a series of --day- dreams.. 

Second, we must-not use the fact; that in the-future 
Gommunist society people may pursue different jobs by rj- - ■ 
tat ion'.' to deny the existence -of physical labor at that time. 
In Communist society, people will select jobs not merely 
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according to their interest butj  what is more important, ac- 
cording to the:needs of Society. And one of the most import- 
ant needs of society is that people should be engaged in 
productive labor and create material wealth. Of course, 
by that time, the conditions of labor will have undergone 
fundamental changes. Labor conditions will have improved 
greatly and the intensity of labor will have decreased great- 
ly. However, labor will remain a serious business and will 
require the expenditure of strenuous effort. Therefore, 
the viewpoint cannot be upheld that the rotation of jobs 
negates the existence of physical labor. 

Comrade Wang Hui said that, after the;elimination of 
physical labor,- "there will be a return to human nature." We 
are of the opinion that "human nature" cannot be regarded as 
an eternal and invariable absolute truth. In class society, 
there.; is no abstract human nature which transcends times 
and classes. There is either the human nature of one class 
or the human nature of another class. It seems that since 
Comrade Wang Hui thinks the elimination of physical labor 
in Communist society, is "the return of human nature," this 
kind of human nature is nothing but the human nature of 
the bourgeois which despise physical labor and not the hu- 
man nature of the proletariat who are engaged in labor every 
day and love labor dearly. Comrade Chou Yang, in his report 
entitled "The Road of Socialist Letters and Art of Our 
Country," .pointed out that mining'SiSmmunism;..with thd^human- 
itarianism of .the bourgeois "would be catering to the pre- 
ferences of the bourgeois and making communism acceptable, 
to the bourgeois. The result would be not only the degra- 
tion of one's self to bourgeois ideology but also the play- 
ing of the role of someone who intentionally or unintention- 
ally abets the bourgeois in hoodwinking and hypnotising 
the people." We should caution ourselves against this. 

It should be pointed out that physical labor produces 
material things and that everybody consumes material things. 
If some people does not take part in physical labor, then 
other people have to do more of physical labor and other 
people's labor time will be prolonged. Only by participation 
of all in labor and the performance of labor on a high tech- 
nical foundation can labor time be reduced so that all may 
have time for studies and rest. Only in this way can we 
popularize higher education and eliminate the differentia- 
tion between physical and mental labor, 

■ Our Party has always emphasized the importance and 
significance of the participation of everybody in physical 
labor as the party has explicitly pointed out, "Men of the' 
Socialist and Communist society must participate in labor. 
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Everybody must not only labor with.his mind, but il so with 
his hands.". (Chu Tehf "Remarkö^/the Rally of tue Young ..,, 
Activists of Central State Organizations for Socialist'Re- ;. 
construction.") ; ; ■ ^» 

In short, the -viewpoint 'negating the existence or .: 
physical labor in the Communist society cannot be ipheld* 
The negation of the existence-of physical labor In. '.he Com- 
munist society would inevitably\lead to the ludicrous con- - 
elusion that.the Communist society does, not heed mal eriäl  ; 
production. .As. so aptly put by Comrade 'Lin'Feng Mrhls" re- 
port at the national conference Of cultural and educational 
workers,; ?uhle.S3 the intellectuals, participate in physical . 
labor, they cannot chaiige thoroughly the bourgeois concept 
of the world and they5 cannot hope to become bona v.f Ide, com- 
munist äs' well -as- specialists* '        ■>,■".■■■: 

If only the masses of workers, and farmers are: con-. . 
verted into intellectuals without converting intellectuals 
into laborers, then we,cannot,hope to eliminate the differ- 
entiation between physical and'merital labor. If, once 
higher education is popularised in the future, the men we ;. 
have nurtured are • irioapable of partic ipatlüg in physical 
labor, the .country will be doomed to perdition. Can We go 
go to some ^ther planet' to round up a batch Of slaves' to .■■;.. 
carry night soil and till the land for us?" The ctruth ..-_.. 
reflected-in these remarks is worthy of our profound thoughts. 

Comrades Feng Ch1e and ¥ang Kui also disagreed with ; 
Comrade Ching Ssu-erh* s viewpoint that' Communist society■ 
will not be able to eliminate heavy ,labors They ;said this. : 
viewpoint was ."unsupportable" and ''most unsatisfactory.  , 
We don't agree'to this opinion held by Comrades Feng Ch e  . 
and Wang Kui*.v<:.;. ""',:--' ■■■;. ~ - ";: , .■ 

Heavy labor is relative to light labor. Heavy labor 
means labor of relatively hifth intensity that requires"re- 
latively hiKh rate of consumption of labor power.'.'Relative- 
ly sT>eaking7 when one: kind of heavy labor is eliminated, an- 
other kind of labor has become heavy labor. Heavy labor ; 
exists in any'society. Technical progress can eliminate, any 
form of heavy :labor# but it .cannot completely eliminate all 
heavy labor. "Technical' progress is an/indefinite process, 
and the elimination of heavy labor is -also an indefinite 
process.-', '■'"■■■ *': 

- For instance, after the manual .labor of earth and • 
stone moving done in water conservancy projects is replaced 
by machinery, a certain kind of machinery operation will 
become heavy labor. The perpetuality of heavy labor is 
one reason that technical renovation and technical revolu- 
tions go on perpetually. lot only do small-scale indigenous- 
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style industries need technical röriovatiön and technical 
revolution, but modern big enterprises also need technical 
renovation and technical revolution. Sven after the: complete 
conversion to automation of technique and equipment, it 
would not be, as some people say, just button-pushing and 
meter-watching. It is true that button-pushing and meter- 
watching are forms of labor under conditions subsequent to 
conversion to the -automation of production. However, even 
this form of labor requires a high-level of attention. 
Furthermore, button-pushing and meter-watching is the form 
of labor when machinery is functioning normally, Once.ma- 
chinery is out of order, men must take emergency measures 
at once to detect and repair the malfunction..-.. Then it 
usually becomes a kind of heavy labor. Therefore, it. is 
erroneous to say that after the arrival of the Communist 
society, man's labor will be like "a game*" Besides, labor 
in a Communist society is multifarious;, certain kinds of 
labor require people to expend more physical power,' others 
require people ,to give more concentrated attention, while 
still others require a high level of skill. 

As a result, there are numerous differentiations 
of labor.  Some are heavier. Some are lighter. Even Com- 
rade Wang Hui had to admit that labor in a Communist society 
has distinctions. As a matter of fact, since one admits 
there are differences in the character of work in different 
production departments and differences in technical condi- 
tions, then one must admit that the intensity of physical 
labor differs with different production departments. 

Relatively speaking, there will be heavy labor and 
light labor. What we want to eliminate now is the relative 
heavy labor of definite significance and definite form. 
Heavy labor itself can never be eliminated. This is an ob- 
jective law. 

Of 'course, the physical labor and heavy labor which 
we say will continue to exist in the Communist society de- 
finitely is not the same as physical labor and heavy labor 
of today.  In the same way, we say that in the Communist 
society, with the development of productivity, the relation- 
ship between production and the upper structure will need 
continuous renovations and readjustments«. In other words, 
perpetual, revolution is required. But, by then, the nature 
and methods of revolution will be different. The reasoning 
of both statements is the same. 
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The Correlation'of Two Cohoejot3 :pf^_tj^_^prld 

Ifhy are there people who-oppose the view"thac physi- 
cal and heavy'labor will'exist in Communist society? As we: 
see it, this results from their working at;the futuro Com- ■ 
munist society with the bourgeois concept-of the . wo:\,.d. ' - 
Those of the exploiting class never perform labor, lliey : 
are able to lead a licentious and .shameless life- by exploit- 
ing the blood and sweat of the- laborers.'. This, thei-efore,. 
is in accordance with their concept of the world and their 
wish that there should not, of course, be. physical labor, 
particularly heavy labor. ■. ' ; • 

This bourgeois concept of the. world finds expression 
in Comrade Itfang Hui 's articled'      '" v.;...: ::w- :■•:;■■.. 

Comrade Feng Ch'e said that "stressing.that a Com- 
munist society will eliminate neither physical norfheavy 
labor" will make people feel deprived of ."any hope in.- 
Communist society.' -It seems that this' is :nbt the hope 
of the broad mass of V/orkers and farmers who regard physi- 
cal labor as the first necessity of human-life but the hope 
of the bourgeois who detest labor'and indulge in leisure. 
The proletariat persevere in their "struggle and:intrepidly 
rush towards Communism, not for the, purpose of winning ■.&/■ 
"society"'withbut physical labor. ■"■..■.■-■■•■■■ ■..:.■ r ;',■■■ :;■■■: ^ >-■;.■■.;.    . 

As to'the'-'statement; that people would be.."discouraged 
by the assertion that: physical and heavy labor.will exist 
in Communist society, those who feel•discouraged are not. 
the■ proletariat but - the bourgeois. This is : because the 
proletariat have always been engaged :in physical labor and 
they really are not afraid of physical labor. The broad 
mass of veteran laborers on the one hand, perform labor in 
disregard of conditions and.remuneration and perform heavy 
labor themselves and let other people take light labor. On 
the other hand, they are- actively engaged in •technical re- 
novations and technical revolutions and are fighting Valiant- 
ly to eliminate the heavy labor at hand and raise the rate 
of production;1 ' 

Today they are building a great mansion for, the.new 
society with' their two': toiling hands and 'will create a better 
tomorrow with"their two toiling hands. Only the bourgeois, 
who have never done chysical labor are afraid of physical 
labor. ' Therefore, when-they he'ar that physical.labor will 
exist in Communist society,-they .feel discouraged. ■ It is 
•a good thing that the 'discouragement.s of the bourgeois who /; 
are o^osed to physical labor has been exposed now.rather 
than later. :tfe'should also thoroughly reform the bourgeois 
concept of the world. 
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Comrade Wang Hui daid that In a Communist society peo- 
ple regard labor "as the first' demand[made Of them] and ac- 
cept it gladly and not as a heavy burden imposed upon them- 
selves" because by that time heavy labor will have been 
eliminated.  It is true that the improvement of labor condi- 
tions and the'reduction of the intensity of labor will have 
definite effects on the reduction of the consumption of phy- 
sical power. Hoxirever, it is the people's political ideology 
which plays the deciding role in making people regard labor 
as the most important thing and the first demand. 

To those who have thoroughly eliminated the influence 
of the bourgeois concept of the world and possess a high . 
Communist consciousness, labor is still regarded as the first 
demand of life even under labor conditions in a found So- 
cialist society* For example, in our country, even though 
there have been.great developments in production and great 
improvement in technical conditions since the liberation, 
manual work still plays a very big role in agricultural and 
industrial pproduction. Even under such conditions, numer- 
ous veteran producers have never regarded physical and heavy 
labor as heavy burdens. They regard it as a demand [made on 
them] by life and a pleasure. Therefore, they work hard 
and skillfully and continuously bring about miracles. This 
is something phich people with the bourgeois concept of the 
world cannot understand. We are of the opinion that the 
unequivocal statement of the existence of physical, and heavy 
labor in Communist society will not obstruct peoplw with a 
high Communist consciousness from actively striving to acce- 
lerate the transition to Communism. 

Notes 

(1) Capital, by Earl Marx, Vol. I, page 176, People's Press 
edition. 

(2) Ditto, page 192. 
(3) Anti-Duhrinrq,     by Eriedrich Engels,  1956 edition pub- 

. lished by People's Press,  pp 308 and 309. 
(4) Capital by Karl Marx, Vol. I, pp 191-192. 
(5) Anti-Duhring by Friedrich Engels, 1956 edition published 

, by People' sfPress, page 310. 
(6) "Education Blust be Combined with Productive Labor" by 

, Lu Ting-yi, page 7,■•■Ho, 7, 1958. of Red Flap;. 
(7) "On Communist Society" published by the Chinese People's 

University Press, page 83» 
(8) Critique of Political Economy, by Karl Marx. 
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THE' ARTICLE ""01T THE' ELIMINATION' OF 
PHYSIC AL .LABOR" IS ERRONEOUS AND -'DAMAGING;'. 

; "[Folio-wing Is the translation of a resume of     ■'.-." 
contributed aptic.le's In Kuanp;»minp; Jih^pao, 
Peiping, 26 September 1950TJ ■ •"*"• 

After , thepublication-of.' the. articles by Comrades •: 
Feng Chfe■and Wang Hul in Numbe?54 Of-this supplement criti- 
cizing the viewpoint held by Comrade Ching, Ssu-erh that "Com- 
munist society cannoteliminate physical and heavy labor," 
we have received quite a number of\ contributions which pre- 
sent opinions different from the' viewpoint held: by Comrades 1 
Feng and Wang and which regard this viewpoint as T?a theory; 
of elimination of physical labor" and as erroneous and damag- 
ing." •■   ':'V  '"' ■', ■-' .  ..•■■'     '-'■■?"■.,"■"■:     ■ • ' ' ••'    '...'".'• 

Comrades'Feng, and Wang are.of the opinion that, since. 
Communist society eliminates the antagonism and•differentia- 
tion between physical and mental labor,. :it cannot be said. ■ 
physical labor will: exist .in the Communist society, : This is 
their sole.basis for opposing the viewpoint.that physical 
labor will exist in Communist society.,, i£any -comrades think: 
this is entirely baseless. Comrade? Kung Yin-wang said in 
his contributed article: "In th^ Communist society, physical 
labor and mental labor will he fused .together completely  :.. 
and all will possess a: high level, of .awareness and' scienti- 
fic knowledge and perform both "physical..labor" and '^mental 
labor." Not only will the antagonism .and difference between . 
them be eliminated, but also eliminated.Will be the die-hard 
forces left behind by.the class society and existing in peo- 
ple's thinking and consciousness, foree,s; which; look down 
upon physical labor. Physical labor will exist in Communist 
labor as the primary demand [made] qf people. ■ 

The conclusion is that the elimination of physical 
labor absolutely cannot be found by.eliminating the distinc- 
tion between physical and mental'labor." Comrade Hsin Hua 
said in his contributed-articlei-; "Theso-called elimination 
of the difference between physical and mental labor does not 
mean the elimination of two forms'of labor—physical and 
mental—themselves. Nor does it .mean that, at the higher 
Communist stage,.labor.is heitheri,physical nor mental labor, 
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but another speäial kind of. labor* The elimination of the 
differences betweeh physical arid taental labor really means 
the elimination of the differences between the physical 
worker and the mental worker, or, in other words, the eli- 
mination of the social phenomenon whereby some people per- 
form nothing but physical labor and lack cutlural and scien- 
tific knowledge while others perform nothing but mental labor 
and are divorced from physical labor. lb means the realiza- 
tion of the goal presented by the party that "intellectuals 
should be converted into laborers, while the labor masses 
should be converted'Into .intellectuals'."' 

The contributed articles pointed out that physical 
labor is the foundation on which human society exists and 
develops and that Communist society cannot do without physi- 
cal labor. Comrades Hsu Kuang-chu and Liu Sung-sou, in their 
article, said: "As is generally known, the production of 
materials has always been the'foundation on which humans 
exist and develop, and the production of materials cannot be 
carried out without physical labor.  In a Communist society, 
physioal labor will still be the indispensable means for • 
nurturing the new men of Communism. And in the present peri- 
od of transition from Capitalism to Communism, physical la- 
bor is an important means for the reformation of people*s 
bourgeois concept of the world and the elevation of people's 
Communistic consciousness. 

Whether: for the present or after the arrival;of Com- 
munist society, the significance of physical labor absolute- 
ly cannot be overlooked." 

Comrade Hsin Hua wrote, "Physical labor.will always 
be the condition for the existence and development of human 
society and will always be the means, for, the creation of ma- 
terial wealth and the foundation of mental labor. Without 
physical labor, there, will be no production and human socie- 
ty will be liooiäet'to perditions v ...      .'.;•.•■:■:; ..; 

..' .Although with the development of the technical and 
cultural revolution, heavy manual labor will be replaced 
by machine labor and the wear and tear of labor will be great- 
ly reduced, the form of physical.labor'will exist forever, 
even thousands and tens of thousands of years from now. 

The education policy of the party has as its premise 
the concept.that physical labor will still exist in Commun- 
ist society and will'"be of decisive significance. The educa- 
tion policy and the policy of the conversion of intellectuals 
into laborers of the party denote the significance given 
physical labor by the party, and reflect the viewpoint and 
attitude of Marxism on physical labor. 

The fusion of education and productive labor and the 
conversion of intellectuals into laborers are not only policies 
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for the t ime be ing, but. jtol iö ie s appllö able in a Communi st 
society. -They are riot tactiöal poIicle%but; strategic polir . 
cies. They are not only required by Soc^altst revolution  .: 
and Socialist reconstruction, but also required by,.Communism. 
unless intellectuals .take part in physical labor,.. they, can- 
not remould their ideology and., cannot- be bona' fide ,Communists 
and specialists. Knowledge divorced from' physical' labor is 
Incomplete and lifeless knowledge. This lifelöäs.-laiovrledge  ; 
does not meet the needs of the socialist revolution and re- ■■. 
construction at present, and will not. meet the .needs of .the... .■ 
Communi s t re construct ion in the future." They quote d from ;. 
the message given by Comrade Lu Ting-yi on behalf of the . • 
Central Committee of the Chinese. Communist Party :and the • 
State Council at the National .Conference of Cultural and '.;... 
Educational'Workers as follows: = "The wealth of" society can-, 
only be created by means of human physical'labor.„It was so. 
It is so. And it will be so;" This proves that only the 
exploiting class looks down upon physical labor and physical 
laborers. ' tfe should regard physical labor as the' primary .--.., 
demand of human, life.' "  - 

Regarding the auestion whether Communist society fcan .•:■■: 
eliminate physical labor, Comrade Hsu Kuang-chu wrote, We  , 
should understand that in Communist society the objectives, 
of labor and the means.of. labor, in all segments. .Of community ■• 
life cannot be exactly the same, ; Thus, as the cohdltlons :.. • 
of labor even in the same production departments\cahnpt: be ■-.. ■.-, 
exactly the same, while physical labor in Communist society 
will be much lighter than at. present, the Consumption-of 
physical strength will vary. -. That is, certain, kinds :of labor 
require the expenditure of more physical .strength,'" while- • 
others require the expenditure of less•physical strength.- , 
Of course, they are relative and comparative to"each,other. 
Some people"understand,Communist labor as 'button-pushing, 
and meter-Wa'tching-.-easy work and entirely effortless. Com- 
rade Ssu-erh, addressing himself to this:concept,; pointed 
out that heavy physical labor will exist, in the Communist, ■; 
society. He attempted to explain that Communist physical ..■_, 
labor is not light and easy .like-ä game. , He tried to. re- 
mind people of Marx's teaching that labor, in a. Communist so- 
ciety will remain 'a very serious •business, an effort of . 
high intensity.'' Therefore, the writer's motive is proper. . 
and Of realistic .significance."       ■'■''■'»■ 

The articles hold the propagation of "the theory, of.■ ;. 
elimination of physical.,labor" by Comrade-Feng Ch e, and.others 
in their articles as. erroneous, and damaging, and a. serious.-dis- 
tort ion :0f Communism, - Comrade,Eung Yin-¥ang of Ching"Hua . 
University opined:'"In discussing whether physical labor 
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will exist in Öbaimuniöt feöcä.i'et^ we' intend to enable people 
to have a correct- Mätfxls'i understanding of our great ideal— 
Communism. We intend that they have a clear view of the di- 
rection and route of advance and that they redouble their 
efforts to promote the development of society.  Since we take 
this requirement.as a starting point, the viewpoint held by 
Comrade Feng Ch'e and others that Communist society will eli- 
minate physical labor is very damaging. I am reminded of the 
great debate on labor held on our campus last year« A few 
fellow students who retained the bourgeois viewpoint ad- 
vanced conjectures about Communist society in the light of 
the corrupt bourgeois concept of the world. They said that, 
as a result of the development of science and technology, 
everything will have been eenverted to automation» All peo- 
ple will have to do is to push buttons and everything they 
want will come to hand. . 

Some were of the opinion that even button pushing was 
unnecessary, since a wonderful kind of electro-magnatic waves 
can be transmitted from peopled brains. For instance, when 
you want to eat sausages, your brain will automatically trans- 
mit signals to the place where the sausages are located. Up- 
on receipt of the signals, sausages will be sent over to 
you. 

As a result they came to this conclusion: In a Commun* 
ist society, people do not have to perform physical labor, ' 
because all they need to do is to think while sitting in a 
comfortable arm-chair. By then, people will be Just consum- 
ers. Finally, they asked, since physical labor will not be 
required in Communist society, whether we should stress par- 
ticipation in physical labor noxtf? They asked \irhether it was 
not better for us to acquire more knowledge and craafce more 
automation devices.  It turned out that their avid love for 
the elimination of physical labor in Communist society was 
for the purpose of opposing and rejecting participation 
in labor now. However, the great majority jeered at their 
ludicrous theory which went bankrupt after having being sub- 
jected to'thorough refutation. This example serves to prove 
that the viewpoint that Communist society wants to eliminate 
physical labor is very ridiculous and damaging. 

Comrade Feng Ch'e held the opinion that the affirma- 
tion of the continued existance of physical labor in Com- 
munist society is 'discouraging to people and makes them 
feel deprived Of hope.' , I do not know to whom Comrade Feng 
Ch*e referred to by ^people' in this instance.  If he re- 
ferred to the hundreds of millions of the masses, the workers 
and farmers of our country, then this reference constitutes 
a gross slander of them. Everyone know that our hundreds of 
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millions of laboring people, under the leadership of the 
Party, have developed stupendous perseverance and wiädom 
and have worked and are working unprecedented miracles. 

In order to change the face of the 'utter poverty 
of our country and to complete the building of Communism at 
an early date, they are selflessly working day and night. 
They have always regarded physical labor as a matter of course. 
They have deemed the greatest pleasure the fact that in per- 
forming labor they are creating happiness for generations to 
come. How can one say that they xirould feel "deprived of 
hope" and "discouraged" when they hear that physical labor 
will continue to exist in the Communist society?  'People 
who 'feel discouraged' are those bourgeois intellectuals 
who are unwilling to participate in physical labor and look 
down upon physical labor. Only these people, witnessing 
the development of the society of our country at a flying 
speed and the gradual elimination of the differences between 
physical and mental labor and the impending nullification 
of the status and privileges due to their monopoly of know- 
ledge, would then cry out in desperation and feel deprived 
of any hope." 
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