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UNDER THE CARDINAL'S MANTLE.

~-Hungary-

/Following is thc translation of an article
cntitled "Pod kardinal'skoy mentiey" (Eng-
lish version above) by i. iie Ivanov in Maulza
i Zhizn' (Scicnce and Life), No 7, Moscow,
July 1960, pages 51-54.7

L few imonths ago, on the 15th anniversary of the 1li-
beration from the frscist resgime, the government of tho
Hungoerian Peoples! Republic dcereed a partial cmcesty for
the participants of the zutumn 1956 rcvolt. Of course,
this act did not apply to thec more hardencd rcactionarics,
who arc gullty of grave crimecs against the prople, despiltc
the fact that imperialist propagande trics to wnitcwash
thom in every possible way. Reprccentatives of church
circles ina number of countries also hasftened to defcnd
the initiators and leaders of the rcvolt. The rcader is
askcd to consider one of thosc men for whom the church-
men fight under the cover of "higher principlcs of re-
lizious morality."

For the fourth yecr alrcecady the man with the bulg-
ing, scierotic cycs lives hemmed in by walls of the US
Diplomatic Mission in Budopest.e He is not a US citizene
Hc i1s a Hungerian, a man who for o long timc was Card nal
of the Catholic Church of thet country., He 1s 1n & morosc
and dismel mood. 4 powcrless rege chokes him. But of
coursel Few people indced have expcericnced such a complete
collapse of 2ll their schemes and designs as thils former
church noble. He is in no. position to mend enything, hc
can't even go out on the strecet, for ten years zlrcady he
has becn o state criminal.

"ho is he? Joscph Mindszenty, preacher of Christ-
ian love, a man who all his life has hatcd thc working
people. [Lin advocate of Christian meckness, guilty of the
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deaths of hundreds and thousends of thc country's best
peorplc. The very cmbodiment of hipocrisy and bigotry,
behind which hidcs th filthy soul of a polltical cdven-
turist oend a2 hardcned reactionary. ‘

Llreerdy in the beginning of his carcer, when Minds-
zenty was only the provincilal priest Joseph Peym, he had
to live through the collapse and disin%egration of his be-
loved Hapsburg Monarchy and the subscquent rulc of the
soviets in Hungary. With unconcecled joy hc suppor tcd the
Horthyite cutthroats who ruthlessly suppresscd thc new or-
der. Since then Mindszenty has devoted himsclf to the
strugglc against the people, to the suppression -- with
the 2id of quite temporel orgenizotions -- of everything
displecsing to the Horthy regime. Ee cngaged 1n politics
morec willingly than in church affairs.

On Sundays, when the church was filled with pcople,
Peym aurricdly conductcd the festive lnss. Impassively,
he read the theological texts in Latin, which wns 1lncom-
prehensitle to the paricshioners. Sounds of Bach's fugces
filled the «ir. Peym stcpped away from the altar. 4s
soon as thc lest sounds of the music faded away, hc ascen-
ded the pulpit. Loudly end cxprecssively, spceking in
Mungaricn, Pcym pronouncced the priestly messege, teaching
alweys onc thing -- obcdience and humility. He demncd the
insubordinate and reclacitrant ones and thrcatencd them
not only with heavenly, but slso carthly punishments. Tho
neople knew that the "shepherd of souls'" thrcats werc not
idle words and fecred him.

Peym's precchings were noticed by thc church lecder-
ship. £4n order was issued to print some of them for wider
distribution. Step by step, Peym began to move up in the
church hiererchy. 4t the beginning of World Var II he was
~lrecdy a bishop ond occupiecd a promincent place in the
"Cetholic Peoplel!s Party." When Horthy declorcd that he
wos an ally of Hitler ond scont his forccs to the Eastern
Front, Peym blesccd that campailgn.

However, hard times soon arrived. 4ftcr thc crush-
ing of the Hitlerite-fascists and their cllies at Staline
gred, the front begen irreversibly to move westward. De-
featist sentiments were mounting in Hungary; in governmen-
tal circles there was talk of a separatc peace with the
Western Powers. In 1944, Hitler occupicd Hungary, dcposed
Horthy ard put in his placc the faithful slave Szalasi.
The old cardinel of the Hungarian Cetholic Church died that
same year. Joscph Peym, at that timc clready the irch-
bishop of Estergrom, who had adoptcd the name Mindszonty
(meening "all saints"), took his place.

Meanwhile, the situation was devcloping not at &ll
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to the advantage of the bourgeois-laondowners ruling cliquc.
Fodeism suffercd a military collepsc. Hitler committed
suicide. Horthy flied to Portugal. Szalasi was cxccuted.
The Hungerian aristocracy flcd abroad. Hungary bccame a
Peoplets Democratic Repuhlic.

The new cardinal did not surrender. Ie knew thct
Loltan Tildy, the President of the Repubdblic, and Prime
Ministeor Ferenc Nagy werc determined focs of Communism,
and he put his trust in them. However, he was disappoin-
tcd even here, The couantcrrcvolutionary conspiracy or-
ganized by Nagy was unmasked. Thc Communists took powcr.

Under their lecdership the Hungaricn peoplc embarked upon

the construction of socialism.

'"Then Mindszcnty became morsc cctive. Hiding bchind

he cardinal's mantle, this hyvpocrite foundcd a monerchist

organization «néd personally preparced a ncw rcvelt. He
hurriedly establishcd conncctions with Otto Hapsburg, then
residing in tho US4, who is the cardinal's candidatc for
the Eungarian thronc. Even a torporary cocpturc of power
by Mindszcnty himsclf waes envisaged, should the royal
descendant miss the beginning of She revolt. The cardinel
did not doubt the success of the vanturc.

Gredunlly, however, 1t became evident that therc is
cleerly not cnough baciking within Hungary itsclf for the
establishment of a monarchy. Mindszenty wes defcatod and
infuriatcd. With maniacal persistcnec hce continucd to scck
out bhis plans. In 1947, the cardinal went to thc Congrcss
of St. Mery in Ottawa, and from there sccretly to the US4,
wheorc both sides mect. Here, in 2 cloister, hc mect Otto
Hapsburg cnd plotcd thc details for the overthrow of the
pcople's democratic regime through armed interventilon oy
the Westcrn Powcrs. In addition, iindszenty talked things
over with the US's Cardinal 3pellman, who helpec him cs-
tabiish contact with the US envoy in Budepest, Scldon
Chopin,,/Chapin?/ and the US intelligcnee cgent Tibor
Bkiardt.

The Christian churchman resurned to Budapest full -
of optimistic expcctations. Therc he set up o staff to
hced the revolt and made up & list of members of the mon-
archist government from pt rsons whom the Peoplc's Dcmo-
cratic Government hed alrcad accuscd of treason. Through
confidential cgents the cardinal cstablished contact with
his 0ld fricnd Forthy. With porticular encrgy Mindszenty
procured thc moncy necessary to prepare ond corry out the
counterrcvolutionary revolt. He did not shrink from using
any means, including smuggling in largc sums of US dollk rs,
Swiss francs, etc.

sccording to the laws of the Eungarian People's Ro-
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public, 1l orgenizations, including thc church anc private
individucls, have to report the amounts of foreign currcncey
in their possession to the appropriate statc agencies. In
order to overt suspicion, Mindszenty rcported that in his
possession were only 4,800 dollars. At the same time he
secrctly aivided 15,000 dollars among the church hierarchy
for subversive purposcs. £4nd for himself, this model
Christian kept a sum almost ten timcs larger! In order to
escape criminal responsibility, he exchanged, through

front mon, a significant number of dollars into forints on
the black market.

The cardinal'!s infamous activitics culminated with
espionnge. Iindszenty handed over various scceret procecd-
ings to his sponsors through his secrctary and thc secrc-
tary of the US lilssion.

Then care thc day of reckoning. The crimes of the
clergymen with the non-commital neme of "all saints” wore
unniasked, and at lest he found himself oehind prison bars.
This happcened in 1949.

Yct, oven in prison, llindszenty was up to his old
tricks. Lt first he expected help from the Vetican and the
Woestern Powers. His hopes were not fulfilled -- it 1s
difficult to plead for o spy, conspirator, and profitccr.
Then the cardinal chenged his tactics. He pretcnded to
have occeme a sick and feeblc old men. In 19585, the Hun-
gerian bishop asked tho government of the Hungerian Pecople's
Ropublic to mitignte the punishment of the imprisoned hypo-
critc., The rcquest was granted and Mindszonty was trans-
ferred to thc comfortable Felshenetar Castlc. Thc housec
arrest did not prevent the cxperienced politician from es-
tablishing cornections with thc outslde world. Rumors of
a revival of counterrcvolutionary circles rcached the
cardinal and he again startcd to cherish hopes of re-
cstablishing the old order.

In Octobecr 1956, the Hungarian rcactionaries rose
in revolt. They irmedintely demanded that Mindszcnty be
freed. The traitor Imre Nagy, mecting rcaction halfway,
declarcd the legal process against the inveterate cnemy of
the Hungarian people to have been illegel. On thec orders
of Minister Zoltan Tildy, on 30 October, Mindszenty was
frced snd brought to Budapest. '

The cordinal rejoiced. He forgot all about his old
age and ill hcalth. Llrcady on the way to Budapost, the
"holy father" said to the inhabitonts of the village of
Retshag, that he would continue thot work which was stopped
cight ycars cgo. In Budepest he cngaged in feverish
activity. cving scen two ministcrs of the traitor Nagy
government and graciously promising then to speak over the
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radio, lindszcnty with 2 frantic haste got in touch with
Weshington and San Francisco by tclephone. Sure of the US
monopolists! favorablc attitude towards the rcvolt, the
cardinal immediastely addressed himself in writing to the
Prosident of the United States and asked for help. 4
second message hc sent to Spellman, a third to the Povc.

The Western press openly celled lindszenty the spiri-
tual leadcr of the revolt and the future hcod of the Hun-
garian government. The "shepherd of souls" already saw
himself as the political leader of the Hungorian reaction.
Ile worked out the government's program. The cardinal
plened to establish in lungary the same politiccl order as
exists in West Germeny, restoring property to the landlords
and capitalist, restoring thc church all its domains
and properties, placing the schools under its domination,
etc. Severance of all connections with the socialist
countries and unlcashing o war against the USSR -- such
was the foreign policy of thet antipopular program.

For the full success of his restoration schemes,
Minészenty hetchad onc more monstrous oction. He pro-
posed to Imre Nagy that on 5 November Zgic7h funeral of
the revolt!s victims should trke place. The cardinal
himself served at the requiem mass and read the scrmon,
blessing the use of violence egoinst the Communists. Lind
thut evening, the "night of the long knov cs" began.secse.

On 3 Novembcr the Christian activist mcde a long
spcech on the radio. He put his whole herdcned reaction-
ary and cruel Jesult hesart in it. ind if until then many
Hungarians were confused by revisionist demagogy, then
most people now started to understand who stood bchind
"netional Communist!" Imre Negy and what the rcaction had
achieved. ZEven Mindszenty's imperislist mesters expressed
their dissatisfaction with the cardinal's franknoss.

Lnd again lMindszenty miscalculated. This time the
error wes fotal to his plans. Early in the morning of
4 Kovember 1956, the cardinal's frightened collaborators
informed his of the entry of Sovict forces into Budapest.
Mindszenty went to the Parlisment. He wented to find out
what action Imre Negy's cabinet would take. But, clready
there was no governirentececeecess

Mindszenty finally understood thot thncre wos no
hope. Hec went out on the square, quickly crossed 1t, and
opened the door of the US Mission. True, even now the
card nal did not want to give up. He tried to talk the US
Governmcnt into armed intervention against the Hungerian
people. If the wrst camc, he could go to imerice to rcnew
the fight against the hated Communism from there. But the
Western Powers did not embark on an armed adventure against
socialist Hungary, and the Amcricans were unable to send
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Mindszenty to the US.

ind so the state criminal Joseph Mindszenty already
for some vears has been gloomily living in thc US Diplo-
matic Mission in Budepest. It is hard to tell if hc has
learned anything. .nd that, as a matter of fact, is rot
important. It is much more important that the deeds of
the "holy father," exposed in detail in a2 numbcr of cocu-
ments, including the Hungarien government's "white book"
on the 1956 revolt, opened the eyes of meny simple people
in Hungary (any not only in Hungary!) who blindly trusted
the Christ-loving purposes of the resctionary clergy.
Lkgain and cgain was confirmed the rocallty, that the great
bulk of them, hiding behind the name of a mythical God,
serve tho exploiters and oppressors, It has been demon-
strated again ~nd again that no religious convictions can
hold beck the rcectiorarics from carrying out thelr black
desds. Such an obstacle can only be a peopls who soorner
or later throw 2ll .indszontys -- should they be largce or
small -- onto the garbagc heap of history.
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