
E >a 
0 c. ... 0 
u.O 
'C Cl) 
Cl)-u.g 
~= -c ca 
e~ c. 
Cl)-

0::: m 
m 

JPRS: 4728 

27 June 1961 

ALCOHOLISM AND RELATED FORENSIC MEDICAL PROBLEMS 

IN CZECHOSOLOVAKIA 

by A. Reisich 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 
Approved for Public Release 

Distribution Unlimited 19990806 098 
- - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -U. 3. JOINT PUBLICATIONS RESEARCH SERVICE 

16 36 CONNECTICUT AVE. , N. W. 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 



FOREWORD 

This publication was prepared under contract 

by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE-

SEARCH SERVICE, a federal govertnnent organi-

zation established to service the translation 

and research needs of the various government 

~epartments. 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONti 
I •·. j' 

· ' '·Existing· laws relating to copYright make necessary that this text be restJ:icted to the o.ff'icial use or the u. s. Government.,: .copyright by'S;ea.te Hedic.~ .· Publishing House, P~ague,· 1961•: · ... · . ..: ... :~.:·"·. ~ ' .. · 

''"I 

i' CSO:. 

4728 

lS65~ ,·. 
..1 .. . -~: ' 

'<, • .' •• 

' ~ i. . '-~ . -~. ' 

• .. : .. ·!· 

· ALcOHOLISM .. AND. ·am TED Foik~sro MEDICAL 'PROBL.Hl49.: ; .. · . :: . : , ·.. . IN OZECriCSOLOVAKJ:!i . .· . . . 
' ., " . . , .... !:'' : . ' . ~ . 

· · ~ ff~l~owi~g is the translatio~ ·~r an article ·by:A~. R~i~ieh,.: '. ~ · ·' · 'in Pr;akt:Lok{ Lek9.X: (The Praoticai Doctor), ·Vol XL:t, No 51 . ~ · ''· ~rague, 6 Marl3h 19611 pages 216-2-;p.J · .. · · . . · · · 
' ' · . .. : · .. ; .. :., 

' ; I I , ! ' ' ', ,': ' '' ' ; ' ' ' :")<' , .... ' , '1 • · • 1 ' '' ' ~ • ~· ·~ ' . · • • • • !' , , : , ' • , ·, •. Not only the forensic a6pt6r: but al~o the. ·gen~ral p;-a~ti:t~C?ne;r is ob+f'gated to find and present· evidence of' a :()rimi.nal act to··,the .· · · inve'stigating organs mth the help of': hi,S medioa11 crim,in~ist;J,.o :and .. · scientific discoveries.; He is·· very:.often aoh!ronted with ·~aset:' d~al~ .. ing either directly with a punishable crim:f.naL act o;r. a. susp!ei~ o~ .· .· such an ac~, ahd thus he i:s copfronted with the problem .of .alcoholism responsible f_or such an of~ens.e.-'- On·· the wl;lole it i~_ a.~atter or .. ~e:­termining .the results of a. criminal act done under -.th$ ip,fluence·,p.t · · · alcohol o:to' in. m&J:cing a . bloO.d test . and . dete~mining 'the amoUnt ·or .. : ' ' ' alcohol in the .blood st1~eam in connect;ion. with such an:aet,·. and. e~ep ·: cases where the consump~ion ()f an exeessj.ve ·amount Jea(l~ to death by · ·. in~OJdcation,. aspiration, cooiing of. the organis~,, ·8J,l~,. turthermore, .. suicides, paternity arguments., transfer ot venereal·dis~ases, •. injuries and general alcohol ·eonsun;ptio.t;l in relatio~. 'to r;JudoeD, death. : · • .. ·· ·.· ··. ·Regardless· of the .. tao~ that. a :targe ·amount of H.terature has . . been collected. on the'. effects or alcohol. (Jelliri$k lists approximately ~.hundred thousand works),. Vamosi found .t~at ·in cn.U., oirouinf?tances ·· · there is a lack of statistic.al·data exanlining··~e effects ot alcohol cOnsumption on certain, phen~mena in t·h,~ life of. our society. .,,'. · · · The sudden growth of the> .m.Eians of· transpo~ation in ·the wPOle . world and the grea·Uy. increased consumption ·of alcoholic .beverages···. · .. brough~ along \dth it a greater·.number o:f·vehicJ.e accidents, some · .or which end with'seriouQ·injury or del;\th of the .driver, passenger$, :workers in transpo:t;tation, and pedest)\iani:J· •. ',I'oday, ,alcoholism is considered as o~e' of. the main factors of accidents, and from year to year, mainly' in the. capitalistic str:1t~s,· alcohol consumption. ~s · . gradually . increasing. ' ~· 'this 'Whole. 'W'Ol"ld there doe.S not seem to be one ·land which lacks ~ · alcoholic. :beverage. ::·The besil"ti'oot of. its popularity 1s the fact that' atter.the US,instituted.'~hibitiori. ·~ 
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1920 and alcohol could be purchased-only-on doctor's prescription, 

45,000 doctors issued almost 14 million pres~ription~ for alcohol in one 

year. 
'' ' ·, . ~ 

_The general statistics of ~he western countries indicate that 

alcohol ·cauf;tes a.pprcximately lO% of all car accidents. This number seems 

generally quite low; the unofficial estimates are much higher and flue~ 

tuate around 40%. 
Since the level of alcohol in the blood stream after the consump-

tion of a certain amount of alcohol in a certain period of time is 

r~latively the same-as in 9ther tissues, therefore even in the CNS 

Lcentral nervous system/, it iS possible ~o consider the level of 

alcohol in the blood b;th as the indicator of the absorb~d amount of 

alcohol. and:· as the agent that affects the psychomotor functions. Alcohol 

never has an irri'C;ating· ef:teots on CNS; what seems to be a disturbance is 

the result of the · e1imina.tio~ of the dulling influence of the core of the 

brain hemispheres e The effe.ot of- alcohOl is always paralyzing and never 

~.timulating. It is knovm that illoohoi disturbef:3 selfcon~rol and removes 

the_ -protective influenoe of f}elf..Oriticism, la'Wfullness and social mores 

(Vondr~oek}, _that tend to hb1d the aotion:Lof ths'individual tdthin the 

limits of .sooi~ morality. . rn transportation it has the effect of pro-

longing thereaction·perfod~ \zbich_often_batises· the driver to err in a 
difficult situation, although it aiso daril.ages long range vision and the 

__ balance apparatus (cyclists and motorcyclists) • 
The respor~.sibility_of evgl.uating transportation accidents and 

the role of alcohol in them can be further complicated by the fact that 

. one neeQ.s to pay a grea-t· deal of attention to the place of the accident 

.and det~rmine whether the injury wa-s ,-really caused by the vehicle. It 

is usually ,ver:r ·easy to .determine a oar accident. Significant bruises 

e>n the skin and the surroUnding tissue, numerous_ abrasions, dismember-

ing of the 'trunk; sepro:ation of the head and extremities in injuries 

py vehicles on tracks,' compound bone fraotut"es of the frame, damage to, 

straining and tearing of the internal organs, all of this definitely 

points to an _automobile accident. Nevertheless it is not alw~s so 

easy t() determine Whether the injury is the result of a automobile 

accident and what Part is due to the effects of' al~9hol, especially 

whenthere_is just the isolated-head injury that resembles an injury 

. caused by human hand or hard, heavy and dull objects. ·Such injuries 

occur if ~he injured, after a heavi blow on the head b.Y· som~ external 

... part of. a V.13lrlcle,- is thi'o~ off to the side or falls out on h~d ground 

from a slowly moving "Yehicle-. In such c'ases it is necess~ to examine 

.carefully both the· clothing and the body, especially MY damage done to 

soft tissues on the head, in an effort to find-any remnants of foreign 

materials .6r tissues, such as·, for example, coal, stones, grease, 

lacq--u.er, etc,· that coUld point ·,to the origin of this injury;, If it is 

. found that the injury.·.is tJ}e ·result of an automobile aociQ.ent, one must 

, m~e- sure. ~hether the bruises visible on the corpse could. -have been 

inflicted before deatli. Clearly visible absence of blood· $-n the tissues 

and in the internal organs i.md hemorrhaging around the injuries, 

embolism of the fat in the lungs, 'or the aspiration of the stomach 
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contents or of the blood, all point to the fact that the injuries have 
beGn caused while the. person was alive.. !n general one can say that 
automobile injuries show more injuries of· a secondary nature (froni. fl;lll-
ing, rolling, dragging). Injuries caused b,y vehicles on tracks have 
more primary injuries that are also more serious ··end extensive~ 

The mechanism of the accident,· an- analysis· of the· causes is also 
important; why was there·an accident, inspection of the site cf the 
accj_dent, examination of the vehicle and an autopsy df the deceased. 
Similarlyt the role. of· alcohol· must be taken into consideration., · The · 
cause of the accident can be more or less aocut'ately determined by the 
traffic officer from the evidence on the road and on the vehicle, and 
the doctor . can do so from .. the ·biological, e'tri.dence on the road 1 · on ·the .· .· 
body and the vehicle after t~ey are :i.dGtntified, what part of the vehicle · 
caused which injuey; for example, if the bollision with tbe pedestri~ 
occured from' ··ther front, from the back, from the side, whether the driver 
must have been aware 0·r it, whether t;he Victim w2.a standing, kneeling,· 
lying down, .~.-lhethar· 'he jumped in f:t'cnt of the mov:.lng V'e~rlcle or whether. · 
he was rw1 over by se'veral- vehicle,-:~~ This · statement, together with the 
determination of the amount bf alcohvl in the blood stream of each 
wounded and deceased is· very. ~mportant for the sbluti:bn of the accident 
that has just taken place. · : >~ •··· · :· ·. • · · · 

It isnecesaary·to examine closely and evaluate-the cor..dition of' 
the clothing;' its damage, the ·C'.ondition of the shoe soles of tne victim 
by which one can·orten·tell the dirGction of.tha impact on a.·aandy road; 
with motorcycJ.ists'; the e1'fo;~'·t to brake in a."'iy manner., By the clothes 
and the shoes it :Ls·then· possible ·i:;o see s1gns of a possible manipula;.; 
tion of the deceawed1 'the dil.•ection r;>f the 'flow cf bl•.:>o..:l.?' ·pos;;.:i..ble · · 
movement of the· -injured by thA dri V'3l~ :tnto another position mci:oe favor:.. 
able to him (by pa.rtiol&s on the clothing not fo1lnd in the location.of · 
the body, or . by the · corrdi tion of the heels.· after they have been <b;"agged) , 
end the remains of··volnit, either mixed with blood or only covered by 

blood. The explanation of· the· actions of persons under the·. influence 
of alcohol·· can .cause cel:'tain ·problems to the doctor-anazyst. · At all times, 
however, it is necessary to look at.the situation from all points of view, 
i.e. dialectically. . 

· One night a group of half-intoxicated citizens·was returning from 
a party and··after running the automobile into ·a tree, one of the 'persons· 
was seriously injured& He was having a drink with them merely by chance 
and as a favor they· were taking- him home in their open truck. In ·order. 
to oonceal.their action, they· drove the injured man into the nearest 
town whe:re .they took him out of the car in the -town square· and sat him1 · 

unconscious, under a linden tree and left him. In the morning, the man 
was found there dead• He was identified, where he was last seen, what 
he was doing at the time, and the autopsy confirmed the suspicion<of an 
automobUe accidEm.t •. The autopsy· determined the mechanism of the' injury,· 
the amount or alcohol in the bloodstream,· the hour of death and the time 
interval when the victim; whose death was caused 'b1 the internal bleed-
ing of a torn spleen, was. moved. The combination of th~, links into ohe 
whole complex helped to apprehend th~ culprits who left the injured man, 
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~ho up to a certain time could have been saved by s~gery~ 
The statistics of the ¥estern European countries on the .ratio 

between alcohol and crtme indicate that SO% of all crimes and up to 40% 
of all mGntal illness are in pne ~~ or another connected with alcoholism. 

In the USA, Seliger found th~t crimes are more often· planned in places 

where alcohol is consumed, that the criminalprefers.to look f()r his 

accomplices in bars, and under the influence of alcohol he becomes bolder 

since alcohol has the tendency to weaken seif-criticism, and, finally, 

that the spoils .are again often.divided under the influence of alcohol. 

A person whose actions have been influenced by alcohol, often 

commits varfous offenses and criminal acts. · It is generally known that 

under alcoholic into~cation there is a rise of self-consciousness, 'With 

some people intolerance, belligerency, anc,i tendency to fighting, which 

oten lead to both .minor and serious injuries or even to . death. The 

doctor must indict:d:.e the forqe 61' the attack, its direction, instrument, 

if it was not found, and alsq the strength of,.the·injured person or the 

deceased.. · · · · 
We were. doing aft "'autopsy on the body of a young gypsy. · During· an. 

argument and a fight while ·intoXicated,: the .artery Un.der his .left collar 

bone was cut by a qUiyk ·stroke. 6£ a knife and he quickly bled tq death. 

The autopsy which determined the depth and the direction o£ the wound, 

the instrument and the significant amount of alcohol in the blo~d,of the 

attacker and the victim as well as the overall examination of the 

situation excluded s.alf-defense and decisively prov~d an attack. . 

Usually the person r.er.ponsible for such an act, after sobering up, 

tries to argue that perhaps_ he was so drunk ·that he did not know what he · 

was doing or that the injury was caused in self-defense •. The. self-· 

defense argument in a lmifing, of .. course, has no grounds if the direction 

of the blow is from the back or from above, or if it is' inflicted. with 

considerable force and penetrates deeply, deeper than the lengtb of the 

instrument. Important is the investigation of the place of the incident 

and the position of the 'attacker who can defent himself on the grounds 

that the victim ran into h:l,s instrument.- If the ·13-tta.cker did not stand 

by the wall and if the blciww~s not ·inflioted from.'\:)elow upward and if·it 

was not inflicted With a considerable fo:::'oe,then evem this. argument. can 

easily be discarded; for t}?.e hand holding· the instrument tri~s.to·avoid 

the running object involuntarily and the instrument will be turned upward 

so that the wound W'ould be more or lesssuperficiai.and in the direction 

of the force. The argument of :rUnning onto an instrument can be admitted 

only when the hand holding the weapon has nowhere to hide~ .. 
The concept of irrespo~iOO,lity· according to Paragraph 11 of .the 

Penal Code can hardly be admitted ,into .investigations of drunkeness in 

fights and in automobile accidents·(outside of·pathological intoxication),· 

because the man in this condition is.hardly capable of directing a motor 

vehicle in motion or of p],.aying the ·role of ·an attacker in a fight. The· 

degree of intoxication of the accused or both culprits always has to be 

determined so that the defensive abilities and the degree of strength of 

the attacker can be established. A medical examination as well as a 

blood test should be given as soon as possible after the incident in case 
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there is need of surgery on the injured person before narcosis sets in. 
During a patliDlogical intoxication, ~hioh represents both a 

quantitative and a qualitative·change in the reaction to alcohol, often 
even after a small amount of alcohol, an insanity, dulling of the senses, 
unmotivated explosions of anger and fear, without any evidence of . 
drunkeness at the sgme time, seem to occur. Such a condition can arise 
suddenly, and after a short period of time it can change into sleep, 
after which amnesia usual:cy- occurs. The danger of pathological drunke- · 
ness rests in the fact that during the feeling of faintness, the abili-
ty to act is still well preserved so that t~e person thus affected by 
alcohol up to the state of irresponsibility can commit very serious and 
socially dangerous actse Sometimes pathologiqal drunkeness can combine 
with intolerance. The behavior of the attacker and the victim should 
always be left up to a detailed examination by a psychiatrist so that he 
can form an accurate piotu~e of the behavior and the degree of the effect• 
Stereotype !udgements based on per mill ~easure of alcohol in the · 
bloodstream/ is nonsense· because during pathological. dru."'lkeness values 
are extremely low~ ·. · . . . 

. . A drunk man was beating bi.s pregnant wife at a dance. When one 
or the persons there tried to stop him, he ran home to get his 'rifle 
and shot this person in the chest with a small caliber pistol from the 
distance of ~ few feet ·in such an unfortunate spot that the man bled to 
death in no· time~~ This was not a case of pathological drunkeness:. He 
recalled his deed and. explained it by anger intensified by alcohol. 
Later~ however, he denied his intentions and tried to label the·aotion 
as accidental, as though the shot came after he threw the gun away. 
Such a claim, however, was not accepted on the grounds of a technical 
examination of the weapon, the angle of the shot and the direction of 
the bullet hole. · 

. In cases that lack witnesses, it is necessary to eliminate 
accidental shooting in gun accidents, as well as the question whether 
the victim could inflict the_ fatal wound himself. It is absolutely · 
n~cessary to leave·the scenf) .of the incident as well as the clothing or 
the victim in the original state up to the autopsy, because even ·they 
c~ show the direction or the flow of blood, burns, preserved particles 
rn. the material, etc. 

. :Not only does alcoholism complicate and increase automobile 
accidents, but fatality in general. Such is the case in factories, in 
agriculture, and in domestic life. So far the problem of factory fata- . 
lities has had little attention devoted to it and has been worked out 
only in few cases. In Zurich, v& Orelli accumulated data on a· great 
number of factory fa tali ties caused by the consumption of an alcoholic·· 
·beverage, and he divided this number into two groups on the basis of 
the air-stances surrounding them •.. The first group contains cases 
where ,th~.v:tctim had to make a grave error in order to cause an 
accident, the seoc:md group included those cases where the Work area 
did.contain a definite visible danger; small however, so that normal 
person ·cOUld see it and overcome it. According to his findings, death 
most often came as a result of falls, often insignificant ones·in a 
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simple, easily controllable .and determinate circumstance where the drunk 

man got himself' into a position which hindered his breathing so that in 

that :Position he died as a. result of' aspiration of vomit or blood. The 

amount of alcohol in the brain tissue in these observations fluctuated 

betvreen 1.8-2. 5 per tnousand. · · · · · 
The mechanism of factory (fall, blow) or agricultural (~~imal, 

machinery, drowning) injuries is sometimes·rathe~ unclear and incompre-

hensible. It often includes th€0 presence of anot.her e·lement which always 

needs to be carefully eliminated -- an accident must be definitely proved 

caUf~ed by intoxication. Therefore, the cases of various injuries con-

nected with drunken people (mainly in falls from a height, dro~1ing, · 

falls from steps) have to be Cafefully evaluated both on the basis of' an 

autopsy and the place of' the incident; it must exclude the possible 

intervention of another person (blbw on the chin, evidence of' a-struggle, 

dragging, internal injuries cau~ed by a fall, etc.) ~ · .· 

In one of our eaSel?,· a drunken tnan fell do"tom. the stairs .and broke 

his neck, At the seene of· the ·accident he was· examined, and it was 

deterlllined by the position of the victim that .. t.he fall took place 'With- · 

out any defensive reactions, which is· typi6a1'6f a drunk person* and that 

the injury :was actually inflicted by'. the ··ob,jects in the -wa/y of' the fall · 

on the scene of' the incident and not by' another party, even though 

neighborhood quarrels led us to suspect a· criminal· action. · · The length· 

of' the fall dow. to the landing :was me13.sured, and the autopsy showed 

signs of' 'rlolence and how it was inflicted. The examination of the area 

under the' chin did not show rmy- bruises caused by· a fist blow. 

In another case, a very short...:sighted machinist very much under 

the influence of alcohol fell in the boiler-room froni the landing terrace 

down in ·rront of' the boiler. The cause of de~th :was a broken skull end 

damaged br~in with hemorrhaging into the brain matter and the hard cover. 

Besides this, the examirtation showed that on the evening in question he 

had several visitors with whom he fu.arik 'lo% beer to the amount of two to . 

four five-].iter pickle ja:rs through the night. Since he was verji short-

sighted, he never took off his glasses, ·_which, however, upon inspecting 

the scene of the. accident, i.Iere found on his des-~ _in the boiler-room. 

He knew his work area well, sfnce he had worked there for several years. 

Such inconsistencies ga~e riS(9 to . the suspicion of .a cri~inal act. The 

examination of the coUrse qf the fall, the· place of the fall (which was 

perpendicular under the ramp and the position of the 'body), a careful. 

autopsy of the injury~ as well as no evidence of other violence, dis-

missed the suspicion of a criminal act.· · · 
Another m~:m, also strongly tinder the influence of' alcohol, qUick-

ly suffocated to death when a 'piece of smoked meat 6X4X2 em got stuck in · 

his throat as he was eating in a :public place.· His' companions did not 

even notice what was happening. There was an autopsy on the suspicion 

that he was·poisoned. This incident also shows ho~r important it is for 

the doctor performing the autopsy to take out all of the organs b.7 him-

self, because the· autopsy assistant, no matter hew experienced, is not 

able to detect the cause (as in· the abOve-mentioned incident) and' will 

ruin it; then the autopsy is worthless. 
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The rol~ o£ . alcol;lol :i_,n suicides is as important as in criminal 
acts. ·In order to overoome'the· inborn yearning'fpr life, ~he_suioi~e vic-
tim very often uses· meat1.~ that ·~a· capable of destroyipg this' urge. :: · In · c 

most oases, this mstrwnerit is' an ~lcoholio bever~ge under whose 'ef'fe.~t 
the suicide becomes bolder •. On the other: hand, one should. riot forget· · 
that a man under the irif1uenb$' :,r alcohol is not oapabl.e {)r· ~olving life's 
"impossible" problems in a ra,tio'nal manner. So, very- 'often one finds an 
alcohol 'oottle . by .the body of- the sucide or a high amount 9f, alcohol · in 
his bloodstream, . Even t):loug~ the problem of a suicide · h~s . been studied 
from various points of view, there· is so far no agreement · ori the problem 
whether a man; absolutely healthy mentally, is capable of oo!nil'dtting .· 
suicide, or·if it is .only a man mentallY ill or· s~mehow pSy\.:hi_oally 
affected by alQohol,~~ if. only for the short perlqd of time just bEifore 
the execil.tion of the act., The motivationoftenremains.unclear. The 
suicide· often ;finds no ~xplan:ation· for ~ tself.; ·.the task of the· doctor).s 
to exclude the .intervention of another pe:t'son1 to brlng'the.results·of 
an autopsy to agree wi~h the· ci:r,-c\lmstandes{''and to, pronounce .-a_:m~dical 
criminological opinion. The de~ighe.iion ·of.; an act as. a rilu.rder~ · s\dclde, . 
or an accident .represents actually an aoo~pteq classification of the· ·.· 
incident · and belongs lnto the competence of ·the ir)vestigatln~r organs 
which.investiga~e.the problem on the basis· of an evaluatlqn'or all the 
evidence in their possession. It ls required of the doctor that by an 
autopsy and other means he presents hiedlcal eVidence 'for 'some or these . 
possibilities and proves their objectivity .in a given s~£uat1ol:i·~- _·_The; 
scene of the incident., the lt>.boratory examination, the. determination~ of 
the circumstances·, and. their agreement with ~he au-topsy resu:t;t~· ar~ cer-
tainly the pieces of evidence needed fora legal O.eoision as to whether 
it is a case of suicide, ~cc:ld.ent, or the intervention of .another· ·· · 
person.. .. . .. . . .. .· .·· .. . . 

Only with· the close c~operatiori between, the or:i.¢nologist' ·~d a 
doctor was it possible to solve the case of astP.oide of .a young gambler-
defrauder, complica·~ed also in the last phase-·by.e~lcoholis.m." This ·m.an, · 
as a rosult of playing .cards, defrauded more ~d .more.~oney from the. 
funds of his firm. After one of his losses·· at cards. arid. while 'intoxi- . 
oated, ·he tried t.o hi(fte his steallng by . bUrning, the .. ti~m' s. building, 
where· he was . in cha.rgeo He· poureq benzine on all . of tlie .. supplies·· and 
the rooms around it. and" set fire to it. Excited and heayily intoxi-
cated, he. did not eVen notice that he found himsel~ in .. a very precarious 
position, for the fire closed off hi.s way of escape. _: Af:ter an· -·•· ·. · 
unsuccessful attempt to escape the fire, he committed su;.Qide ·on ·the · · 
spot· by stabbing himself in the chest with a huge ki tcheri knife·. J;n the 
beginning, the ciral,li!l$tances encouraged the suspic;;ion of an act of . 
thievery, tor the cash box was open and the .mon,ey was stz;et-m around the. 
floor~ Only an autopsy determi.ned' the self-inflicted nori~ratal_wotind~· .. 
The wound merely penetrated ~he lung and· led to· hemorrhaging into the .··· 

·left cavity. However, the vital evidence was. f.o-qnd in the. areas or 'the 
burns-, the blood from qeep· blood ·vessels contained car:OOjcylherrioglobin, .·. 
and signs . of a defens:i ve struggle ~ere laoking entil.'ely o ·. The. typic'al · · 
localization of· .the v6tlnd, the· examlnation of the,. place .. of the. .-incident:, 

• ' • ' \ ~ > • • • 

,:•' 
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and.the discovery of a fraud final~ led to the proper conclusion. 
Finally 1 alcohol as a poison . can cause death all by itself. There-

fore, it is necessary to mention a fatal alcohol poisoning, its discovery 
b.1 autopsy, and the complicity of the poisoning. 

B._ Mueller .lists. the fatal dosage of alcohol to be 3 g/kg with 
children and .. 6-8 g/kg with adults. ·Rajskii -lists it to be 7 g/kg and 
adds that this dose can obviously be higher. The amount of alcohol in. 
the blood which will cause death is usually indicated on the average of 
3.5 - 7 per thousand, although other fatal poisonings have been lmovm to 

occur in 2o 5 promiles" . . . . .· ' . 
. The number of fa tali ties due to alcohol poisoning is rela:ti "lfely 

low, in this .. sense of the word, becau:;3e the evidence of intpxication. 
usually prevents ·further cdns11mption of alcohol up to the fatal dosee: 
Behind many of the possible alcohol ,poisonings, other cau::~es are hiding 
in reality, such as heart fail~ev·e1

p:i,lepsy, apoplecy, necrosis of the · 
pan_creas,. inhalation of a .mouthf\U..of· matter; .pneumo.nia after. getting a 
chill while lying on the_ground, voraiting,with aspiration, or death by 
a thorough chilling of .. the organism.·· A rapid death due to poisoning 
usually occurs on a bet; when :!:;he consumption of a greater .quantity of· 
alcohol immediately causes the victim to collapse in'l}o unconsciousness; 
death C?n occur -wi thip. a few minutes or even hou:rs by the paralysis of 
breath or tlle.failure of the heart-beat--when :thelungs have been drovmed. 
Without know~edge of the _circumstances., it is usually thought to be 
caused by some other poison •. · . 

Theresults of an autcpsy of alcoh.olic poisoning .are not 
especially characteristic in themselves; the ·examination of .all of the 
organs as well as a blood test for alcohol must be carefully taken, 
even in clear-cut c-at~es.. An external examination 1 on the whole, does 
not determine the c.a-ilse of; death, The. surroundings of the deceased, 
however, give a lot of:evidence and sometimes even suggest the.circum-
stances under. which death occurred. During an. autopsy,. the. fresh corpse . 
usually emits an aromatic odor simil~ to the smell of spoiled wine frcm 
all of the organs and ·body cavities. There is dark-flowing blood in the 
e.rte.ries, the brain is slightly S\-Jo):.len;, and we find syrnptoirs of suffo-
cation fr:om the compression of' the respiratory cen-ter, inflation of the 
lungs in their position, -~mi-croscopic oblong softening of the layers, 
womb hemorrhaging with ,the-microscopic necrosis in the pancreas, and, in 
most cases, the aspiration of the stomach contents. Death occurs when 
the.person, already in a. qonsiderable state of.drunkeness, is left by 
himself; during vomiting,._ he finds himself in an ·unfavorable body_ 
position and inhales the vqmit.. According to the consistency of. the 
stomach contents, this can• .be quite massive. However, not a great de.al 
is needed to cause suffocation, because even if the lumen of the wind-
pipe is not stuffed up, ,there is still .a· stopage of breath because the 
foreign.matter causes a qisturbance ofthe nerves which branch in the 
walls of the. wind-pipe and the.bronch1altube,·thus causing its constric-
tio?• Misleading and . erroneous is the opinion. that there must be an 
odor of alcoholic beverages from the stomach during the death by an 
acute alcohol poisoning. This odor is overshadowed by ~he acidity of 
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the stomach contents. At other times~- on the other hand, the special odor of some liquor should not call for an acute polsoning diagnosis, because alcoho~ is quite often given to people who have suddenly become ill in an .effort tp refresh th~. . · . · , · · · · · · · · . . . · · · The aspiration br the vomit' alweys needs'· to be mi-eres.copical]y . · tested in the bow:els;'this is·~ very impol:'t~t ractor·f:'or a criminolo-gist, for it proves th.at aspiration occurad while' the vi.ctim 'was 100% · alive, and probably only because the intoXicated person was not given· the proper. attention and ~are. In the last.:.;mentioned re·ason, •it is . necessary to call atte:iition to the fact· that' the st'ate ·or::drunken~ss . is underestima:te.o by_: some. doctors and that . the int6'Xioated iperso%1. is . sometimes insuf'i'1;oientl.Y oared for' by the doctor ·and nursing personnel; afte~ his admi~sion into the hospital he is not even given a brief orientational e::6rnination. · · · · · In the preliminary· stage~, the diagnosis or intoxication seems relat~vely easy~ l').otvever, in the paralytic stage it is more difficult. A brain.conoussic!l~ compression of' the brain matter, :hemorrhaging into the bJ.·e.:tn, and peisorling b.Y. other pofsol'l,s oan ·.all be' considered to be ' a case. of ·.druhkeness.t We ourselves, in oU:r ·institute, ha'V'e done. autop- .. psies .. on: several oases: where a slight intorloati6n had hidden an illriess .. and iihus caused, .an pversi~ht that eventually led to death~· In' other .. oases, the doctor olllled 1to the patient~ besides administering, -tirst aid) did not o_rd~r t.he necessary 'c9.re and attention as was his duty; this caused. the' aspiration of the stomach contents and suffocation. The doctor did no_t do everYthing in his power to avert . the. 'pending danger oi' the pat:ient's ~eath. In ~op _a case, the doct·6r ·did 'not self~. ·.\'' consciously fulfil the duties of' ·his professf:on•· .· . . . .... · . . . DUring a celebration in 'a certain medical !institution ( n one of the employees' . after consUming a 'lot of alcohol, felt ill· and 'vomited. . The woman do_ctor called to him announced even without examining him... · that he was drunk'_and t<?ld ·him. to go sleep it :·off. · They put ·him~on· a couch in the waiting roo.m (!) wpere he died, being left by hi111$elt\ ,. . Th~' caus~ of death was 'a ·brain h~morrhage·; the alcohol; content was le ·5' ·, · per thousand. . . : · · ... · .· _:: · · 1':-.:; : ·.··, •· . · .. ,,: .. · In another. ca~e an. intoxicated •man was brought. tb- .an· emergency station •. : He was unable to stand· on his feet on the 'street and· "Caused· .' a ·commotion~ . He was not . even exairiined and was 'ptit' on· a couch·· by' him-. · self'; by morning he ~as. dead.·, During· the auto_psy it was found. t~at he had a broken sktill, he. had hemorrhag~? in~ his' left...C~ntral· gariglions, .. and the .. ail.oohol content in the blood was ;r.4 promiles-. A :similar ·case · oi' alcoh()l disguising an illne.ss is listed by the. Brno Traffic Clrl.ef. : .· himself: the driver of a \n-ecked oar was taken to a doctor to ·have ·a:~ · . bl()pd test 'Qllde~·oonsiderable symptoms ofintoxtoatiori.~ -His; l'iead·ached:,: his bt,'eath smelled ot beer, he vorr.1;.£ed, W!:\S unsure or his walk,· arid his re,f'lexes were slowed dot-in. _After en. examinlition;· ·the Widmark reaction· showed· only· 0.5 per thousand: • The inconsistency ·was explained wh~ii it·. was found iihat the .day .after the aoaident tlle driver ·was a'dtnitted· into· · the hospital .on 'the diagnosis 'or a· brain concussion~ : ' . > ·.: :· •.· • • ! . ; - ., •. Ii' there is a case of head injury after theioonsumptio:n of an · ': ·· . . ' . ! 
. ·. 
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alcoholic beverage, it is always necessary to find out whether it is 
really a case of intoxication or not., Vamosi recomrnends the quick and 
simple-Schmidt orientation examination, according to which the change 
of color of an alkali salu:tiori of manganistane on a glass rod can rough-
ly estimate bOth the' degree and the amount of alcohol in the: bloodstream. 
The negative resUlts of the examj.nation or- a low level are €~specially 
important, ·for they force the doctor to seek the cause of why the victim 
seems to act like a drunk. It ·is ·always necessary to test behavior, 
clinical signs of injury; and poisoning with the Widmark examination. 

One can understand -how. easy it is for alcohol to conceal symptoms 
of certain illnesses to the layman so that they do not even seek medical 
aid, in:th~ conViction that it is only a passing-result of consuming 
an al~oholio beverage3 

.·. ·nurillg an afternoon oelebr:ation~· ayo1.1ng woman consumed a certain 
amount of wine. 'lrJhen she returned home 'sne felt ill and vomited)} but· 
did not call the doctor because circ\nns,~imces explained to her that the 
uneasinesf3 was due to the. f"act that she' was not accustomed to alcohol. · 
When thE! . doctor finally carne~ he pronounced her dead. There was no 
hemorrhaging. The cause of death was ·a. ruptured pregnant uterus and .an 
e:>...-tensi ve hemc)rrhaging into the stomach cavity. · · · · 

In ano'ther case a womari·treated for several years for sterility 
as a result of closUI'e ·of 'both oviducts became ill after returning· from 
a party and vomited., Since she· had consumed some alcohol, both she and 
her husband thought that it ~uld not be·necessary·to call the doctor 
and that the illness .Was thf) · result of the alcohol. Again the cause of 
death· was a ruptured pregnant uterus and hemorrhaging into the stomach 
cavity-9 · 

\-Jith youthf alcohol.is considered to he the direct cause of 
criminality. The ·children: either come directly-from an alcoholic 
environment or at the time of: their·growing-up' after a bad upbringing, 
they enter the road to alcoholism ey themselves and thus to the committ-
ing of criminal acts. E:Xner notes that·the children of ·alcoholics from 
their childhood are'exposed to· the most varied traumas of their environ-
ment; this is by no means· without influence on'their slipping into crime. 
He even quotes K. Marx: • "Every society hel3 such. criminals as it 
deserves, " which confirms the importance of the social environment. 
Many parents -(such is the case pritnari1y in the capitalist states, where 
the problem of alcoholism is a big youth problem) permit the children 
to drink ~a:lcohol'in the~ryouth. 'For example, in Northern France they 
give 'alcohol to' nursing babies at'night"to calm them do\-Jil. 

It is also quite significant· that there is a higher mortality due 
to arterial and heart diseases in people consiuning·alcohol; recurring 
heart disease "is especially·l.mf!avorably affected by alcohol. The effects 
of alcohol on the ·healtli of an individual can best be seen in the 
colonial lands that are virtually drowe'd by it= the alcohol dro'WllS not 
only their national self::..awareness·but-also undermines the health of 
nation. The e:>...~ort of alcohol from France in the French colonies rose, 
for example, in the last 15 years by more than ?Oo%. 

Small doses of alcohol cause ~mall but long-lasting high blood 
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pressure; this depends on the 'centrallY cbntrolled arterial constriction 
in the viciility of the splanchn:tc.: · A.t the same time .. there·is a diliat;ion 
of the brain,. the sld.n blood vessels,. an'Cf''capillaries; .the heart circum-
ference is slightly increased. During a. greater concentration of alcohol 
in the bloodstream, the work of. the heart;, is defini.tely ~mpe.ired. 
. . The problem of the effect of alcohol (during acute 'poisoning) on 
an arterial system was studied in a ·Moscow School' by:.O. B, Maziko·va.· Her 
work, composed of' data on .experimental animals and of the analysis of 
macroscopic and microscopic results of autopsies, can.be summarized 1n· 
the.·: following manner: during acute poisoning, all the wells of· the 
cells undergo a change;· in .all organs there is a venous oversupply< or ·. 
bloo~ and even a stasis, In the capillaries, arteries, and venules, i~ 
is. possible to ob::Jerv·e~ on the whole, .. a caryopycnosis of' the endotell ··: 
nuclei; besides this, there is even a swelling of the basal member·of the 
capillaries~ In the small-caliber veins, there is often a.~·swelling and 
fattening of' the intimall. and masses of' albumen accumulate tinder the'· ; 
endotel,· In the central ax-terial system, as a result of' albumen'pene-~ 
tration, there is a compression and:aswelling of'.themusoular iTeins, 
pycnosis of' the nuclei, and often everi the.:homc>genidng of' this s7stem~ 
During· the adventive, there is a considerable pressure· on ·the uterus,· 
fibres, among whi:eh one can find a granular al~t®en mass. The .walls of' 
blood vessels ·.of' the .middle: and highest ~aU~r are also sf'f'eoted •.. , The 
changes in arghrophilic fibres whow a lQWer6d:~bili:ty of.impregnation, · 
which eah be seen especially in the smaller blood vessels and .:in' the . ·. ' · · 
internal· system of' tha larger.'V'eins. According to R. •V, Mogilicky,·'the 
damaging changes in the same blood vessel wall and also the histo-chemi-
cal changes of the argyrophilic fibres show signs of a characteristic 
disturbance in the blood vessel wall in 1 ts ability to admit ·alb'Umen. 

The microscopic changes cited are conheoted with the material 
changes in the damaged matter and the holding back of' metabolites, with 
acidity,·hypoxis, and the swelling a:f·the fibre k61oids. 'They create 
the condition for an easier hemorrhaging.in the vicinity of the blood 
vessel;· especially the brain. .Together with the blood vessels, damage 
is usually done to the parenchum·organs, as was sho'Wl'l with the brain, 
heart_, lU,."lgs, liver;- and kidneys.. · Such· secti.on$~ discoveries confirm 
the findings made on eJCperimental animals,· The. differences are only 
quantitati.ve.· . · . . • · · · 

: · •· · .Alcohol often plays a deaisi ve rol,e also in making errors,; . It 
is usually a case of the willful poisoning of' the victim, for alcohol 
is offered to influence the other person psychically. On the other 
hand, however, the moral and emotional dullness of the people who often 
indulge in alcoholic beverages leads them to exhibitionism, sadism, 
willful murder, and to the abuse of' children. 

Schauenstein cites the case of' an eighteen-months old (!)girl 
who was abused by a drunk man, Hoffmann-Haberda have also investigated 
the case of' a 21-month old girl who was also abused b,y a drunken man. 

Rape in the state of acute drunkeness, the problem of whether 
alcohol had a pathological influence on the man, or the determination 
of' an intolerance can be tested b,y the following experiment, For a 
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prelimi~ary _decfsio:rr,- the expert .must ;f.'irst: I!IS:ke a blooq .test. ~d urine 
test .. on .the susp~ot, ·.examine the :Woman .to d.etermine whether there . 
actually was .rape .with intercourse, and ~emo:ve the. ex_cretion from. the 
genitals in t~meo · · ·: •. · ·· · · · · .. .. . . ·. · 

Formerly, during the spread o'f venereal.dis-e~ses,. alcohol was .. 
the greatest factor ir{ their spreading, bee.aus.e ·many .persons have gotten 
this infectioi;L' after an alcoholic coupling. .' . . . . .... 

In-our state 'and in the USSR, alcohol is designated as an evil 
that is absolutely· contraT,y to the aims the socialist.state has for 
its people (Stre1cuk)' ... That is why we fight it with ail th~ ~eanS at; 
our disposal, so that: this comforter in ins-ecurity and .poveity, ins;ti'-
gator 0~ cr~mes, "liberator" from a yoke, and' at the: same tim~~ the ..•. 
dictator. of ina.'l vrl.ll be gradually pushe.d out or the minds of'. the people 
who ar.e occupi_ed m th the task$ of building: sociaUsmo . . _ .. -- . 

. Neveri;.h~~~ss,. "the situation has· not gone so far as to encqurage 
the c~pitaiist .. ~xce$ses and be 'beycind repair. It is. therefore n:~cessary 
to continue to deal 'with casee combined with the use of. alcoholic . 
beveragE)S •. Thus, _th}s i~po-rt is 'to. be not. O}l:iy a ~rev:J_ew of. oases. whe:t:e .. 
alcoh.6Li,~. st1ll, infltf~ntj{al p-qt alsO a brief~ in ~rod';lcti(>n to the. __ . -
general. praqtitione~, who is the first··person. to -come in .. conta.Gt w.i;th 
such cases:,._ With him lies "~he:· burden> -or a. ·just decision .. in individual 
~ases ,.: .a: dia1ecti'cal· comprehens4~n~~of. the: si tu.atic.m, timely:, ~ssenibling 
of the materit:U.s ne~ded for·~' :inv-estigation, -:as.- well. a.s. in· e,.~l uh.clear 
cases. the. preservation of all of the. evidence ip the o:dgil}al 'state . 
until the' case. is. t·a:ken ovex' by a. specialist. from. forensic medicineo 

. . ., _.. ! . . ~ . .. . . ' ·.: ,. ... . 

···J .. 

'~' <· :' i . .. ;:;. 

- Our soci~ty~ which is:bUilding;soci-alism, ha.s ·an ex~essive con:.. 
sumpt:lon qf alcoholic 'beverages 3 -· It: continues to· be .. an ev:tl so fat'· _. 
not overcome; it has a significant influence ~m. ,the commi ttment c;>f 
crime~ accidents·,. and is a generally ·bad influenc~· on the hef).lth. of ... 
an indi:vidual~ ·- Therefore, we have presen:J.;ed a report from: -:the. forensic 
point of view about the areas' where alcoh.t>l still plays an inflU.entie.l · . 
role in criminal activities. We wish to show the general practitioner ·· 
a way of solvtilg 'these pro'\)lems, With which.·he often qomes in 'contact •. 
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