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FOREWORD

This publication was prepared under contract
by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE~
SEARCH SERVICE, a federal government orzanis
zation established to service the translation

and research needs of the various government

departments,
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PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH AND HIS POLICY OB UNITY
- NORTH VIETNAM -

[Following is a translation of an article by Ton Duc
Thang, Chairman of the Presidiun of the Fatherland
Front of Vietnan, in the Vietnanese-langusge news-
paper Cuu Quoc (Motional Salwation), Hanoi, No 295k,
19 May 1960.]

One of the glorious contributions of our beloved President Ho
to the Vietnanmese revolution is his building of the united nations
bloc. nloi. )

President Ho believes in the patriotism, will to fight, and
creative ability of workers, farners, intellectuals and other classes
who were ruthlessly oppressed by the irperialists and feudalists.

Ye believes that the force of unity of the oppressed nasses is un-
rivaled. To do revolutionary work, to overthrow inperialism and
feudalisn, to realize national independence, people's derlocracy, the
unification of the Fatherland, and to advance towerd socialisn, we
must unite into a wide revolutionary front. The wider and tighter
the unity, the bigger the victory. Without the revolutionary front,
the revolution cannot succeed. President Ho has surinrized that
truth in the famnous sentence: "Unity, unity, great unity. Success,
success, great success."

Throughout nearly fiftyﬂ%ears of revolutionary activities,
Chairmen Ho Chi Minh has spent o great deal of his efforts in build-
ing the Notional United Front.

- With the sinilar idea of uniting the oppressed forces Chair-
nan Ho Chi Minh founded the Colonial Union right after World War I
in Poris, and in 1925, the Lecgue of Oppressed Notions in Canton.
In 1930, together with the unification of the Comxwnist forces in
Vietnan, he advocated the setting up of the Allied Anti-Inperialist
Front (1931-1935). The moin result of this campaign was the es-
toblishnment of the allied bloc of farmers and workers forning a
stable base for the Naotional United Front.

- During the period 1936-1939, Chairren Ho sent from China
letters of advice to the Party, in which he said: To achieve its
revolutionary responsibilities, the Party now 'must noke every ef-
fort to orgenize o broad national Befioeratic Front. This Front not
only shall include indigenous people but also progressive Frenchnen,
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not only the leboring classes but also the national bourgeois classes.”
The compcign to establish the Denoccrotic Front consolidated the allied
bloc 8f farners and workers further and, thanks to it, many nore demo-
cratic and progressive forces for endightening and orgenizing the
messes have been created far and wide in order to prepare for the ad-
vance of the revolution. '

At the begimning of 1941, Chairman Ho returned to Vietnon and
directed the establishuent of the Viet Minh Front and campaigned for
the Notional Saivetion Associations. At this time, throughout the
country from north to south, the sincere appeal of Chairmen Ho urged
everyone toward the road of netional salvation: "The time has come.
A1l compatriots, stend up! Unify your actions! Overthrow the French
and the Japanese!" Under the enlightened leadership of the Party of
the working class and of Chairman Ho, the Viet Minh Front rapidly u
united the revolutionary forces, realized the broad and solid national
united bloc, carried out victoriously the August Revolution, set up
the Democratic Republic of Vietnan, and sterted laying the foundations
for the people's denocratic regine.

Right after being set up, the revolutionary, govermient net
with neny difficulties: Thousands of Chiang Kai-shek's troops noved
into North Vietnen, bringing with then the Viet Quoc and Viet Cach
bands which plotted to overthrow the people's goverment, and French
troops returred to invade South Vietnan. Within the country, the
revolutiocnary govermnent was still young and weak, the financial
situation very deplorable, and hunger prevailed all over the Hation.
At thot tine, great unity ahd a decisive significance. With the
policy of great unity of Chairron Ho, the Lien Viet Front cane into
existence. Trusting the experienced leadership of Chairmen Ho, all
of our people united end the revolutioncry ship of Vietnan overcane
the hurricane. ’

The nationwide resistance broke out, all of our people ocgain
wornly responded to cheirman Ho's appeal for unity agoinst the for-
eign aggressors: '"No! We wbuld rather lose everything thon lose
the fatherland, we are deternined not to be slaves. There are 20
rnillion corpatriots against one hundred thousand colonialists, our
victory is highly guaranteed.” During the long resistance, the
Party of the working closs ond the govermient of the Denocratic
Republic of Vietnan under Chairmen Ho were deternined to fight and
defeat all schemes to divide us on the port of the imperialists and
their lackeys. At the sane tine, the Party and the Govermment did
their best to carry out mony policies aimed at tightening the al-
liance between farmers and workers, strengthening incessantly the

alliance with the intellectunls, the bourgeois elements, and other
- ppogressive, patriotic persons, and uniting with ethnic and religi-
ous groups. Consequently, our people have achieved a united bloc ag
solid as iron ond steel. All over our fatherlend, from the north to
the south, from the plains to the nountains, from the free zone to t
the behind-the enery arca, from the front lines to the rear zone, in
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foctories as well as in the rice fields, the various classes of our
people responded to Chairman Ho's appecl and brought their worn pa-
triotisn and fighting spirit to bear on patriotic endecvors and
redlization of the slogon "all for the fromt line, all for victory."
The force of unity of our people triumphed over a powerful erpire.
That proved the deep significance of the word "unity" in theory as
well as in practice, the word that Chairman Ho has always advised us
to hove.

With the return of peace, Cheirmon Ho issued the following
directive to the whole notion: "As for the Notionnl United Front,
we need to widen and consolidate it further. Fron the north to the
south, we nust be ready to unite with everyone in favor of peace,
unity, independence) and denocracy, we nust sincerely unite with hin
regardless of his previous political affiliation." Under the guid-
cnce of this directive, the Fotherlend Front cane into existence and
hos contributed an irportant share in strengthening the unity of the
wncle nation, stepping up the struggle for the unification of the
Tatherlend, and leading the north towordssociclisn.

Chairmon Ho's grond life has always been tightly related to t
the successful developrent of the policy of the United National Front.
Fron the earlier days of the revolution, when our people still 1lived
a niserable life, tp the lpng add difficult days of the Luguat Revo-
lution, the violent and long-lasting resistance, the couplicated
period of tronsition and the struggle for the unification of the fotheo-
lond, our beloved Chairmen Ho has constontly showed us the wey of unity
is the way of victory. His achieverients have been grand and glorious
mainly becouse he was z2ble to contribute trenendously to the building
of the hest national unity bloc in the history of our country, and %o
nake our weck nation becorie a strong one, able to realize victoriousliy
2ll extrenely difficult revolutionary tasks.

Chairmen Ho is a shining exarple of national unity not only %
becouse of his wholesoue policy of great unity, but also because of
his doily attitudes and work. As he understonds thoroughly and sy
rothizes deeply with the sorrows, the psychologynand passionate as-
pirations of every class of our people, his affection for everyone is
sincere, wide and deep. He sheres the sorrows of our people, their
Joy and their victories. His noble, hunane behavior not only consti-
tutes a source of comfort and inspiration for ocur people in their life
and struggle, and enables the training of backward people to be suc-
cessful, but also conquers even the heart of the devistionist. That
is meinly why competriots all over the country feel near Chairman Ho,
respect and love hin, trust hin, and give hin the endearing tern of
the O0ld Father of the Notion, and the Uncle Ho of the people. It is
mainly for this reason that the whole people, in the country as welil
&s in the hone, has united sincerely in revolutionary work. '

This year, chairman Ho is 7O years old. With a deep feeling
end boundless gratitude, our people warnly celebrate his 70th birthday
cnniversary and wish hin to have a healthy long life so as to lead us
towcrd more and nore unity.
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