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THE FORMATION OF NEW CUSTOMS AJJD CEREMONIES JH THE LIFE 
OF LATVIAN KOLKHOZ WORKERS 

[Following la the translation of an article by L, N. 
w^-MvftVfl ^ Sovetskava ethomfiya (Soviet Ethno- 
graphy),, Mosoow, No 2, March-April x?6l, pages 3«-     . 

the twenty years which have passed s>iea the establishment of 
Soviet atlätorlty in Utvia Are notable hot #4y for the grandiose 
transformations In the area of economy and culture in the Republic 
but for the basicChangesi which Have taken /place |h the attitudes  , 
and mode of life of the people*   In particular this is manifested in 
the active role.of atheismand consolidation of new and non-religious 
ways   of lif e.  vTh«   break with religion and the church is revealed 
with great clarity both among the urban and rural population of the 
Latvian SSR.   This article presents' materials charaoteriiSlng. this 
process among the.peasants, chiefly,in:those rural regions of Latvia 
where the population professed the Lirtherah faith.    (For several 
years tihe author has made ethnographical studies chiefly in these 
regions of Latvia),   &>r mahy Latvian |eas?ift*s the conscious transi- 
tion to a position of atheism was a logical completion of a pro* 
cess which began long ago of exodus from religion and the, church* 
Others have come to this only now* under conditions of sooialisn, 
as a result of a re-assessment of itheir views and great inner strttg* 
gle»   Ibgether with this 'thei%' are laany peasants who even formerly, 
under the bourgeoise system; ahd some of Ihemevexl under tsarism, 
were convinced atheists*   The struggle to overcome religious survi* 
vals and the consolidation of scientific-atheist views-has occupied 
an important place in the system of the Communist eduoation of the 
workers of the Latvian SSR since the firit days of ^establish- 
ment of Soviet authority an Latvia .(19^).     The Communist     ' 
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Party and the Soviet government of Latvia tools measures to 
weaken the influence of the church!  a decree was issued 
which provided for separation of church and state, the 
teaching of religion was removed from school curricula, the 
theological faculty of the Latvian State university was 
closed down, etc.  However, in such a short period of time, 
less than a year, up to the beginning of the Second Vforld 
d&iti  naturally it was impossible to achieve any significant 
change in the attitudes of the peasants, particularly that 
section of the peasantry which at that time was still in 
the category of believers« 

During the v/ar the Lutheran and Catholic churches 
once again, as under the authority of the bourgeoisie, ac- 
quired unlimited opportunities; to exert ideological influence 
on the population of Latvia, occupied by Genaan»Fa*iSt troops» 
Together with this, the reactionary role of ^he church; and 
its clerical fathers was revealed with particular clarity. 
The latter circumstance played an important role in chang- 
ing the relations Of the peasants to religion/ shaking the 
faith in God even of those who up to that time had blindly 
followed religious dogma., During the first post—war years 
and particularly in the initial period of agricultural'; col- : ; 
lectivization (1949-1950) a mighty class struggle took 
place.  Survivals of capitalist elements of society -r 
bourgeois nationalists and kulaks — endeavored töo^o'se^ 
the consolidation of the socialist method of production in 
agriculture with a|,i means at their command.  In their agi- 
tation they found f3äppört among the representatives of the 
Lutheran and Catholic clergy.  Pacts were known which im- 
plicated the clergy: inybandit raids.  Some Catholic priests 
and pastors attempted to«recruit young people for thisii; 
some of whom even at that time were under the influence 
of the church, ^e^ of Latvia: and the gov- 
ernment . of the Latvian SSR, simultaneously with measures to 
suppress armed raids by class enemies, carried out under, 
these complicated.conditions large-scale and comprehensive 
educational work, particularly i» the village, a fact ^hich 
exerted a tremendous positive influence on speeding up the 
process of forming up-to-date ideology on the part of the 
Latvian peasantry*  Önl^10 years have passed since the 
kolkhoz system became consolidated in Latvia, but wbat 
basic changes have taken place during this short period in 
the religious attitudes of the Latvian kolkhoz peasantryi 
Recent independent farmers, clinging tenaciously to their 
bit of land, dissociated by competition, as well as former 
farm hands and landless peasants, now have become a single 
harmonious collective.  The development of socialist con- 
sciousness on the part of kolkhoz members was manifested in 
their thrifty attitude toward community property, in their 
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active participation in common'labor, in their mastery of 
the latest methods of farming which are ...assuring high pro- 
ductivity. There are already many Heroes o£ Socialist 
Labor among the Latvian kolkhoz workers as well as persons 
who have been awarded orders and medals. 

Another feature which determines the religious at- 
titudes of the collective farmers of Latvia is their active 
participation in the country's public-political life« The 
best indicator of the unwavering increase In  political 
maturity and public activities on the. part of peasants is 
the growth of rural Party and Komsomol organizations«  In 
19^9*1950, when the collectivization of agriculture was 
talcing place in the Republic, each volost had only one 
Party organization, with very few members (5 -6 persons), 
while at present the Party organizations, considerably 
greater in membership, can be found^ on every kolkhoz or 
sovkhoz.  The same holds true for ^QasOmol organisations. 
A large and solid Party*»KomSOmol activ|st group has formed 
in the villages of Latvia, which stand^ at the Vanguard of 
public-political, production and cultural life of the vil- 
lage. A large rural Soviet activist group had sprung up 
through the years --these are deputies to the villag« 
Soviets and rayon Soviet executive committees, members of 
kolkhoz boards, etc, Many rank and file kolkhoz workers 
are being elected to the .Republic organs of Soviet authpr- 
ity or are -being drawn to.public participation in their 
activities.  The cultural level o^f the kfrlkhdz peasantry 
has risen tremendously, their horizons have expanded as has 
the scope of their intellectual interests.  Obligatory seven 
year schooling is being carried out successfully and the 
transition has begun to eight year schooling. The great 
majority of young people are continuing their education 
after completing seven- or eight-year schools.  The high 
level of mechanization of agriculture and its operations 
on the basis of scientific agro-technology have required 
the training of a large number of machinery operators and 
agricultural specialists.  These include many women. Thanks 
to the expansion of the school system» cultural-educational 
institutions (clubs, recreation and reading rooms, houses 
of culture, libraries) and the opening by rural Soviets and 
kolkhozes of institutions of healing (hospitals, dispen- 
saries, medical service facilities) the rural intelligentsia 
stratum has grown significantly larger.  Differing fro& the 
bourgeois system, when dissociation of the various social 
strata was specially cultivated, under Soviet conditions 
close contact has been maintained in the way of life of the 
representatives of the various Social groups. Not? families 
are no longer a rarity whereby either the husband or wife 
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is a rank and file kolkhoz worker and the other -is a 
member of the village intelligentsia.  There are also jaany 
Icolkhoz families in which the young members have completed 
their university education or are now studying »«»«£- 
leges of Latvia or other ziepublics in the USSR.  The fact 
that kolkhoz families contain persons who are engaged m 
intellectual labor is exerting a noticeable influence on the 
mores      andfolktsavB  of the family, and is furtnerxng a 
ruore rapid elimination of outmoded views, habits and harm- 

r\n indicator of the expanded intellectual demands on 
the part of the village population is its active participa- 
tion in cultural-educational work.  Lecture groups bavs 
been formed in village palaces of culture. ^The J8«*«-«™ 
are teachers« physicians, agricultural, specialists,, as well 
as the village's Party-Komsomol activists. ™B-le**™l*r 
read on general political, agricultural, medical, Utjrjry 
and scientific atheist subjects; are actively attended by  . 
the village inhabitants.  Village libraries are extremely 
popular. The great majority of kolkhoz workers subscrxbe 
to newspapers and mAgaSxnes (many subscribe to two* three 
and more at a time), and there are Kail . newspapers in. all 
kolkhozes*  The radio is atcdsalibie tb all in tn-; ullages 
of Latvia, and in recent years television sets hr^ beOome 
commonplace.  Collective farm amateur, performance Myede- 
veloped extensively. The general rise xn the le7

ve^^tt
cu;: 

ture and expansion of the horizons of vxllage **?}l?rfi  *" 
furthered by the ties between village and cxty, whxch bave 
increased tremendously during the year? of Soviety author- 
ity, even more due to the fact that the face of the cxtxes 
themselves has changed basically, for they have become true 
centers of public and cultural life of the surrounding, 
areas.  It is sufficient to say that in many rayon centers 
universities of culture, music schools and musxc lecturxng 
bureaus, sports clubs and other institutions are functxon- 
ing under the auspices of the palaces of culture, attract- 
ing a large number of kolkhoz workers and village xntelli- 
gentsia.  All of this is also an approval of the new soc- 
ialist forms of ownership in the village, and the basic 
transformations of the economic conditions of peasant Ixf6, 
as well as the, change in the nature of peasant laoor, and 
a drawing of peasants into the country's actxv© polxtxcal- 
public life, and the rapid rise of their «««S*^^** 
This has served as a firm basis for changxnS thexr attitu- 
des and introducing a great spread of athexsm.  The ^m- 

. atiön of an atheistic attitude is a complxcated and lengtby 
process, the intensity of which is conditioned by many fac- 
tors.  It is necessary to consider the degree of relxgious 
beliefs on the part of the population in the past.. * stuay 
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of: this'quesiibn has shown.that in many rural areas of 
Latvia the-process of forming atheist VieT*s is already in 
the final, stages, While in .other regions religious survivals 
in the consciousness of the .peasants are still perceptible 
to a considerable degree* The latter holds true chiefly 
for the regions where the populatilon is of the Catholic 
faith* since £t is in  these; regies that the workers were 

* enslaved by the. exploiter classes most'-'of all, and these 
." classed kept the working peasantry in darkness, and ignor* 

" knceV 'The cleavage between religion and the church in the 
V peasant .milieu £s manifested prin^rily in the, sharp decrease 

in the number of persons attending church>services or ap* 
'pealing io the church for religious ceremonies, . Obäerva- 

, tibns-:sho%f that in several regions only a few persons how 
attend church servicesi A»-.a rule'these are. .elderly women. 
Churches' often remain empty even oh major religious holi- 

V*days (faster, Christmas)A  (Jn 1$60 23' persons attehded 
the ßaster morning service in the Lüthern church in the 

"city of DaugavpilSe';  Three of them were between, the ages 
*of 23 and 25, while the others wer| considerably f6|.deri 
[Materials from the Däugavpilse P^'4i^gi|:^irf.^»txtittt«J*-*.- 

Due to the lack of attendance many/ Lutheran and 
Catholic churches have begun to hold services.^morein^ 

'"■■'"  frequently« '. There are many; churches' Which go.„for years 
"'without any chur'chnieh visiting thöi^#  öurihg the l«*»* 

" " three years seye^i' churches have;* be eh shut, down in the 
■Republic1 on--the''''•^itiatiye^of ^'th^'public-.»:-dt^e, ,to, lack of 
xleed.    ^lany; parishes canJm  namedHWiere theiVchurch com- 
mittees,, so~cai'ied Twenties,, naveVceased to be active for 

' a^lbhg *ime'o.r;;'hav^ broken.,u»/*^together*., ^therf.-are no 
persons who would be;interested; in these activities. 
Cases occur more- and more ofteh whereby^village Citizens 
announce the^r.'Withdrawalfrom ■'ther''«wauiitte,ei/'' ,**..' is SJS- 
nificant that elderly^ women, usually iHit,erA^41, paWail 
among the functioning committees'of ,twenty.,:■,' Aiäönfc the 
younger member^of the committees" (this is quite ä rare 
occurence now) persons can usually be found,who are not 
particularly"respected or heeded by the local population 
for they are weighed.down, as has been confirmed many 
timesjVby -other harmful: survivals ■'■of-.the..past-\ (surviving 
tendencies Itoward private property; survivals' of nation- 
alism, 'extreme individualism, etc.).  (?pr, example, m 
one of■- the", Lutheran parishes, for a long, time no one could 
be found to direct the Committee of Twenty-.*-. Finally, in 
195& a person was "found.  He was, strangely enough, a com*. 
paratively young person and was not a native of that local- 
ity, having just returned after serving; a,ierm for major 
crimes.  He did not wish to join a kolkhoz and kept to him- 
self.) ;'i! ■'■ •-< .'■•••' 
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Observation of the process of the population .break- 
ing away from carrying out religious ceremonies connected 
xrith man's life cycle testifies to the fact that such 
ceremonies as confirmation and religious T*edding ceremon- 
ies are dying off most rapidly* This is understandable 
since the principals in these cases are the representa*» 
tives of the younger generation,...which.,is distinguished 
under modern conditions by the most advanced views, the 
highest cultural level and participation in communal ac-. 
tivities.  A large percentage of the village yputh is in 
the Komsomol, and some of the older ones are already mem« 
bers or candidates for membership in the Party. , Their con*« 
sciousness is even freer from religious survivals.  One <§an 
already speak of confirmation as a ceremony which in öome 
regions has lost its sigpdficance to a great degree and 
in others has completely lost significance« One can liter*» 
ally count on his fingerp tho£e young men or women who have 
reached the age of cö^fil-mati^n ahd whowish to go through 
with this cersinottyi  Hefi iS how an Old collective farmer 
in the Yekabpilsskiy Rayon puts it:  »Pofmerly up to 90 
persons a year were confirmed in our church*  Even during 
the war* under., the Qerinans, (that is during the yc^ias of , 
German-Facist occupation --• author)» 20 to 25 pc.c apns per 
year were confirmed, while in 1949 only 9 •■ persoiio in the 
entire district wanted,to receive confirmation* Not one 
of these was from our kolkhoz." (This statement by collec- 
tive^ farmer K. from the "soliya" kolkhoz in Yekabpilsskiy 
Rayon was taken down by the author In  1956 [materials of; 
the Baltic Expedition» archives of the Institute of; 
Ethnography of the USSR Academy of Sciences3)* 

,.-.■ Figures fori subsequent years for this parish ^re 
even more expressive*  In 1956 one, already adult (2?) 
kolkhoz worker (female) wished to go through the confirm- 
ation ceremony, and in 1957 there were no confirmations 
in this church,  on the appointed day no one appeared and 
the planned church service was cancelled.  In 1958 the 
church caretaker brought his daughter for confirmation and 
in 1959 and I960 there were .,»0, persons wanting confirma- 
tion. Analogous examples can be given for other rayons 
of Latvia« Figures on church weddings are similar.  The 
study made by the author of the Yakabpiisskiy j3ayon show- 
ed that during the past ten years no one was married in 
the above-mentioned church or in the churches of the 
neighboring parishes of this rayon.  However, there are a 
few cases of: weddings at home with the participation of 
the pastor., An analogous study for one of the village , 
Soviets of the D-ugavpilse Rayon (Dubenskiy, which in- 
cludes the "Dzirkstele" kolkhoz) showed that even inhere 

-6- 



hadern youth has groxm up in. peasant families which proces- 
sed the Catholic-.'faith«.- attitude toward the church wedding 
has changed sharply; of 32. young couples who ^ere. married 
rrithin the past four years (1957r?19ßO), only four couples 
had church weddings, and this brought a negative response 
on the part of their acquaintances of the same age.. (It 
is necessary to stress that the »Dzirkstele» kolkhoz of 
Dc-Ugavpilse Rayon, as the above mentioned Vseliya" . coS;ie:c.t- 
ive farm of the . Yakabpilsskiy Rayon, are pioneers of col* > 
lectivization, organized-as early as 19^7, that is, two to 
three years earlier than the majority ofLatvian kolkhozes,} 

A considerable percentage of kolkhoz families still 
holds to the ceremony of christening children.. However, 
if we compare the number of chrlstaningawhich are talcing 
place at .present with the figures for previous years, par- 
ticularly during the years,-,cf the bourgeois. ;system,,;it he-, 
conies obvious that this ceremony also h^s new a. smaller 
number of adherents, particularly amoftg the former Protes- 
tant population. There are-many village Soviets and kolk-„ 
hoze s in the Republic where the great majority of farmers 
have already rejected this ceremony.  For example, the 
author is äoojiainteä with many such village Soviets in the 
Yakabpilsskiy,; Kuldigskly„■  Saldusskiy, Daugavpilse and 
other rayons.  In view of this it is interesting to note 
the frequent.cases whereby the older children of a ,family 
(born during the Second; tforld, Jar or in the first post^ 
war years) were christened while in respect to the younger 
children who' were born during the past S-1Q years, the, 

parents have already consciously failed to perform this , 
ceremony. (The author came across similar facts., in parti- 
cular in Yekabpilsskiy Cseeimaterials of the Baltic.353cpe>- 
ditions, Archi.ves: of the Institute of sthnography of the 
USSR Academy,/of Sciences3)«    ?.-■■• -.*. ■'.-..'>'     ; .,.:--• 

In elucidating the question as to the relation of 
collective farmers who have christened their children to ..,_ 
this - ceremony j;; it is extremely seldom that one receives an 
answer which indicate* that they attribute any special \-t 
significance to this ceremonyand,considerits execution 
obligatory.for themselves. Young:couples usually indicate 
that their; parents cr..grandmöthe,r«s insisted on it| middle 
aged. 530up:,es often say that it was always the thing to do 
and they are simply following old traditions, „Only in cer- 
tain Eastern regions of the Republic where the influence of 
-the Catholic church is still noticeable;is the ceremony of 
christening children often,considered in peasant families 
to be a vitally essential act which corresponds to the re- 
ligious convictions of those, whp intend to .parry, /this act 
out. The burial of .;deceased persons with the- Qb»e|fv^nce of 
a religious ceremony also is a rather common occurrence in 



Latvia, at the .present time.  According to church statistics, 
in 1959 the number of such burials was about one-half the 
total number of burials.  A selected study shows that the 
great majority of these funerals also tools place in the 
Eastern regions. Observations made by the author during 
the course of several years in various rural areas of Lat- 
via testify to the fact that this religious ceremony is 
gradually losing its former significance« This is expres- 
sed both in its simplification and in the more and more 
common exchange of the religious, ritual with civil« Until 
recently all ceremonies connected with hoi-ioi^f?    the de«i 
ceased in rural Latvia weire completely in the hands of the 
church. As recently as two years ago, everywhere in rural 
cemeteries the church-designated prayers twice a year dedi- 
cated to praying for the souls of deceased persons« One 
of these -- "kapu svyatkiM (Ho^i<tey: at the Graves) *»4 vtas 
held in the summer and ■ •£&«'! ::'o;tlie"iK"'i« "Mirusho diena" (Day 
of the Deceased) or Msv^tM&*^vakars" (Evening of Candles) 
-<- in the late fall, during the so-called »Soul's Time" 
(velyu layka). At this time a large number 6f persons 
would Come to the cemetery, of various ages and social 
status*   It was usual for the entire family to come to- 
gether with children, but nevertheless, as our materials 
indicate, during the last fex* years elderly women pre- 
dominated at these religious ceremonies in the majority 
of cases«  On these days the graves were carefully cleaned 
of grass and decorated with fresh flowers«  On the praying 
day eVeryone came with wreaths and bouquets of fresh flow- 
ers« The ritual included a service held right at the ceme- 
tery. On the "Evening of Candles" the prayihg began"with 
darkness.  Many candles were lit on the graves (30-40 on 
some graves).  The attitude of the population to the re- 
ligious rites on these days of praying for the deceased, 
as we became convinced, was dual in nature. One portion 
of the villages, comprising until recently a majority, 
accepted these ceremonies as a positive old tradition and 
censured those who did not come to the cemetery at the time 
designated by the church or who did not put their graves in 
order for these days.  Others, at first in the minority, but 
representing a more up-to-date cross-section of the village 
society, had a negative attitude toward * these customs, 
and although some of them visited the cemetery on the date 
of praying, they openly expressed the opinion that it would 
be better to relieve the initiative from the church in con» 
ducting these memorial days.' Along with the development 
of atheist views, the relation to such steadfastly pre- 
served religious ceremonies began to change, such as the 
funeral ceremony and praying for deceased. 
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•.; / •■^■•PtkrAll&%:.^tl1tih , the refusal ...to carry ■ out ..the . above . 
religious ceremonies, .an; active process; of forvaing netr 
customs and ceremonies is tobe observed everywhere in 
Latvia, as well as the forraing of neu traditiöhs« Some 
of them have already won afirm position in the rural lifs 
of the population, whi^e .others are still in the process of 
formation,. Be for« ,:;d* Scribing^.them-we^'sh^all mention two sig«* 
nificant things -^ the endeavor on the part of the Latvian 
population, particularly the peasants, to     a national 
coloring to new ceremonies ana[festivals and th« cleätr 
tendency to transfer these solemnities of  ceremonies from 
the sphere of the fjsuaily to ihe community. V?» shall bögin 
with a description.of -ceremohies 'connected with the birth 
of a child* The news of such ah eyefct quickly makes the 
rounds of the collective '.farm,{ pa*titularly for the members 
of the collectives where tiie mother ^nd father work« £blk- 
hoa workers usually eatress their congratulations orally 
and sometimes in written form. ■ It" is Weh' a cceptable to 
B9n<ä; a telegram or congratulatory picturo postcard, particu«» 
larly if the newly born child is theiyou)dg"'couplers ' first" - 
one, ■'¥«, short time aft earthe mother: returns from the hos- 
pital with her child, guests begin 'frequexnt visits» They 
come without special invitation, at their own initiative, 
xrhett they themselves wish to see .the new baby and vrish to 
present well wishes to the mother, the child and the entire 
family* These visits are designated by the old term »gaudV 
zibas" (bride-shows). .;{The-/i»imbsr' of persbhi who make these 
visits has increased considerably: it includes hot only 
relatives •■.***•;.• close friends but representatives of the kolk- 
hoa in which the mother or father wp>rk"«,'..V,^e'^«''yxsitS4i one 
afterv:ano,ther, "often;:.c..ontinu$V;f or ^a^ even 
longer. Guests bring presents, chief ly pies,' pastiries and 
other foods,; as well as wine. The host '"'and "hostess cannot 
be unprepared- to receive any number of guests\ for they 
must greet them.with abundant " refreshments;. During the 
last three to four years a new custom has ^ecome %uite 
popular in the Republic of publicly celebrating the name* 
giving to a newly born child and acceptance* of vthe new men» 
ber of the community: into.:thevillage collective.;-' "This': ■;■ 
:solemn moment received the title "vardu doshanas dieha" 
(Naming Day), or »'bernibas svyatki" (Childhood Holiday). 
Much experience in carrying out^.these''"solemn ceremonies has 
been gained in the Kuldigskiy- Rayon, where they were car- 
ried out in the rayon palace of culture, as well as at the 
machinery1 repair station and, at several kolkhozes.: These 
solemnities were well organiced^ih the Tulcutoskiy Rayoh (par» 
ticularly itt the fishing koJJUhoz "Selga") as Well as on 
many kolkhozes and sovkhozes of the Valkskiy, Ersl'akiyy 
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Tsesisskiy, AuiirfdLy, »jyywwfciy, Yelcabpilffs^iy and other 
rayons in the Republic. D«tes for höl<Un| tho 'a,xlcu,ooa 
Holiday» Vary, but it is preferable to hold xt xa the sum- 
mer Äon there are many floors and the father^is^m^ 
In many rayons it is made to Coincide with the xntematxon- 
ai Salden Protection Day — 1  June.  It is Conceived to 
be dedicated to those children who were born durxng the 
pas? y^rt but in view of the fact that^J *.^trjdBjjd 
not long ago, in many areas of the HepuDlxc «P*?*^*??** 
?hose afeaf where it is now firs^being ^^J^SL^1^ ' 
ren are invited to <join in the holiday who were börn xn 
previous years:' in certain pas es, depending ©^circum- 
stances, the maximum age is 3  years» while in others -- 
fnSximum age of 5 years is established^« an *xc •£!«£ 
In coming years, when these holidays wxll become «?^Jy 
celebratf d7they 'will embrace* only those children ^*£J" 
bom in the current year.  It is interesting ** ^** *?**• 
besides parents and children, godparents are also xnyiteä 
to celebrate this holidy.  -iveh under mbaerh_conditions, 
whereby children are not christened ih church, these per-^ 
sonlhlve not lost their significance in. the peasant's^way 
of life, but their influence on the children now nas an 
entirely different conception: their duties^do,^g?j£^ 
the inculcation of religious convictions but a consolida- 
tion in the consciousness of the children Of st^ardsof 
socialist morals.  Therefore they have a special role ajso 
for the community holiday in honor of namxhg new* members ..of 

the community'^^ of the celebration take great pains 
to decorate the premises where the ceremonies^are^to take 
place,  usually'this is the village ^J»^»**^^ 
the school building. The stage and auditorium are decor- 
ated with greenery, flowers and colorful axgn*, finding 
verses and sayings by Latvian poets and "J1*^. "?£:*•£$*■ 
songs  suitable to the occasion in content.  »••f*J ■*•*?• 
are prepared for the parents, children and Sjdparents x» 
the auditorium, i» front Of the stage or on the stage* 
These are usually wound around with garlands of greenery 
or flowers? Theprxncipals 0* the celebration are greeted 
with music when they, enter the club and a special repertoire 
is learned by certain amateur collectives (for example, • _ 
cradlfand children's songs». The celebration begins wx*h 
the parents being corigratulated^by the^represen^ativ^of ^ 
the kolkhoz, village Soviet, school, etc.^ They are washed 
success in bringing up their children to become *££*%?*•* 
nembers of socialist society ämd they promise to i«*.«» 
much aid as possible from the collective, /f"^*^. . 
usually extend their wishes also to the godparents, appeal- 
ing to them to participate actively in the upbrxngxng of 

-10- 



their godchildren,  A component part of the soleoaaet is 
the presentation to the children of special, fancy cer- 
tificates or comöeKiöration books'(     tl^sy are not of- 
ficial documents), in which is written the name of the 
child, the date of the festivities and the name of the 
collective which organized the festivities. A no less^im- 
portant element is the moment when the children are en- 
tered in the kolkhoz or village Soviet books (depending 
on who organized the festivities),  A representative of 
the village Soviet (kolkhoz) usually invites to his table 
for this not only the parents but the godparents; their 
names are also.written in the book opposite the name of 
the child, in order that they might be made aware"of their 
responsibility for his upbringing« In certain areas, when 
the date of the festivities coincides with the child« s birth, 
day or is close to it, during the festivities his Official 
registration also takes places  In such cases the name-* 
giving celebration becomes even more solemn and significant» 
As an- official part of the celebration it Is the accepted 
thing to top off the festivities by giving presents in 
honor of this day« A small amateur concert is a continue 
aripe of the festivities. Sotrie collectives »-Where there 
is^comparatively small number of participants — have 
refreshments later.  From personal observations and from 
ihe stories of many participants in such celebrations it 
is possible to make the conclusion that "name-giving days" 
have already become quite popular and won recognition among 
the rural population.  For examplef it is significant thatf 
in those areas where the childhood celebrations or majority 
celebrations are still not organized regularly or where . _ 
they have never taken place ^ths ,_ ,   people theniselv^ prlÄarily 
mothers, make constant requests addressed to village Sov- 
iets and public organizations to hold such festivities. 
It is also possible to confirm that Where these celebra- 
tions are already regularly held (annually) they play a 
great positive role in forcing the church christening out 
of peasant life.  Statistics point to this; collective 
farmers also speak In the same vein. 

Still more1 popular among the workers of üatvia, in«* 
eluding villagers, are the recently established ^majority 
celebrations11 (Pilrtgadibassvyatki).  These remarkable 
youth celebrations, the initiator of which xiras the Central 
Komsomol Committee of the Republic, began to be held in 
1957 and during this short period of time attracted most 
young people to participate in them.  For example, in 
Yakabpilsskiy Payon majority celebrations began to be held 
in 1958, and at that time more than 15Ö young men and wom- 
en took part in them; in 1959 £°"T  times as many young : 

people participated in these celebrations; in the Dubenskiy 
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Rayon »nly lä persons failed to participate in 1$60 in the 
majority calibrations. These figures have a direct re- 
lation to the question dealing with the freeing of youth 
from under the influence of the churh.  ITe have mentioned 
above the active refusal of youth to be confirmed.  The 
new community celebration in honor of reaching one's 
majority is forcing out of existence that out-iaoded re- 
ligious ceremony, and young men and women participating in 
the celebration are that modern youth which has conscious- 
ly rejected the church. The "majority celebration" is also 
held during the summer months and often is made to coincide 
iirith the Soviet youth holiday, which is celebrated on the 
last Sunday in June throughout the Soviet Union.  In such 
cases all young people participate in the various events 
organized for young people, not only 18 year olds. But 
the center of attention on these days are the l8 year.olds. 
In many regions of the äspublic it has become ä tradition 
to gather the young people who are reaching the age of 
18 during that year, several days before the celebration, 
in the rayon centers.  Lectures on various subjects are 
read for the young men and wdtalen; on  the rights and obli- 
gations of Soviet citizens4 oft Communist morals, and talks 
are given on the conduct of ^outh in society, on the fun- 
damentals of a healthy lif*6 and new Soviet songs and dances 
are learned. They participate in athletic contests.  Often 
meetings are organized during these gatherings between the 
youth and old revolutionariesj leading members of kolkhozes 
and enterprises, writers{ artisisf actors*  The program 
also includes the organization of excursions throughout 
the rayon and along tourist itineraries in the Republicj 
movies and theatres. 

This many-faceted preparation, for the day of reach- 
ing majority arouses particular interest on the part of 
youth to this celebration, and the great majority of 
young men and women await it with great impatience. On 
the day of the celebration, if it is being celebrated on 
a rayon scale, the ceremonies begin with a solemn youth 
procession from the gathering point to the celebration 
spot.  The colorful file of young people attracts the at- 
tention of the local inhabitants, who gather at the begin- 
ning of the celebration along the streets of»the rayon 
centers: the girls are in white dresses with baJjuets of ; 
flotrers and the young men — in dark suits and white, shirts, 
in front of them proceeds a wind orchestra playing joyful 
marches and melodies.  Representatives of the rayon Kom- 
somol organization head the column.  Pioneers, elder Kom- 
somol members, guests and parents await the column at the 
entrance to the rayon palace of culture.  After the convo- 
cation of the ceremony the guests of honor, seated in the 
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front reif*'of the auditorium» are warily greeted by one 
of the celebration organizers. Then the solemn ceremony 
of handing out «majority certificates» begins.  The maj- 
ority certificates, introduced in the Republic on the in- 
itiative of the Komsomol Central Committee, are well-de- 
sished booklets with the name of the boy or girl, the date 
he or she came of age and various toshes usually expressed 
in verse.  Gifts are presented together with the certifi- 
cate, usually books.  After the ceremony Of handing out 
the certificates, the young people are greeted by repre- 
sentatives of public organizations, pioneers, comrades on 
the job, acquaintances, relatives. The guests.of k°»°r 

receive1 masses of flowers.  The entire celebrationis Per- 
meated with gaiety and joy Music comes from the adjoining 
facilities, which is played rwith folk melodies and songs 
of Soviet youth, and the entire solemn part of the cele- 
bration is carried out under the accompaniment of this 
music.  From time to time mass aongs are sung in the audi- 
torium: »My Native l^nd is Oready1 »Öemocratic Youth^Kyun 
and othersj they are sung by ail the Participants of the 
celebration, infecting the <»14er Soests with their youth- 
ful spirit.  Sometimes concerts, carnivals, athletic con- 
tests", torchlight processions, walks in parks and other ■. 
mass types of recreation take place sometimes directly^after 
the solemn part of the celebration, in other cases — in 
the evening after a break., The majority celebrations are 
held either oh a rayon scale, and in this case the youth 
is invited to the rayon center, or on a village Soviet 
scale, where the organizers of these celebrations are pro- 
duction collectives of enterprises, kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
as well as local institutions of learning.  Z^**»08« ^aa 

where the all-rayon majority celebration is not held, 1& 
year old young men and women, celebrating the momentous^ 
event" in their collectives, make  a, aPöciai®n^S*iS« 
to participate in the all-rayon Soviet youth «•lJ^£*{2£»«. 
In content the majority celebrations, organized by kolkhozes 
or other production collectives, differ in almost nothing 
from the all-rayon celebrations,  Kany guests gather for 
themj they arrive from neighboring kolkhozes and schools, 
from Riga or other cities and villages in the Hepublxc, 
with which these collectives are connected in production 
or public-cultural life.  On the kolkhozes these celebra- 
tions are also held in a spirit of joy «"*«»*•**• The  . 
tone of the celebration, thanks to the fact that all of its 
participants know each other well and form a/ittSlj lajor 
collective welded together with friendship, M: <^»*£jP*«J0d 

by particular warmth and sincerity. >t these ö«!***«*"*8 
it is usual to plan a comradely supper, the greetings^and 
toasts at which are directed to the young members of the 



collective who have reached l«sal adulthood. ^ data of 
the coming of majority is, in addition, always celebrated 

in the fami^        of the mal population to the 

fact of^L^o^tion fi=^v*ss^-^3r;ijsÄ 
the milieu of independent *•«**■. *£ ^Tfew persons! 
family was treated as •**£•£^f £ »f^w fctivitl,s 
while now in    conditions ot ^V^ J" significance, and 
this event has acquired great c^fnu^tya

Sxfn"hieh the 
the members of those villagexollectives ^inwhich^the 
fm-m*tion of a young family takes pxace uo «uv * 
ao™ £oH thtsVocess. They care lor «« «eatx» of 

?he necessary material «ndi«0^i°^ ££i£ their 
faaily (if there is a necessity for this) laiaas >""^ 
future househoid, housing «-?££*»»< ^e/axng."^ 
rvart in the preparations and holding ox .rne,. "rTTTri *v»- 
o?ten?ake upon themselves the entire responsibility fo? 

. ütT TK*»S6 weddinss have received the name of 
orgamzmg^it. These ."e"^nss

T£; ^^ga ceremony pf ko-lk- public or Komsomol tireddmgs.  ine marn»s».^  __ . %. 
no* Workers has become quite »*^¥*j;?^*J* *?Jy ^iage 
church service has been dropped but the custom of J^rr*ase 

brokers and agreement between the parties on a *™^ J*1? 
wedSg Skes^lace now usually in -e place ins tea ^ two 
Is formerly; at first in the home of «ie bride^s ■***•?*•. 
and then in the home of the groom's parents. _ It **£**£■ 
tDlace in the home where the newlyweds will live. _ Tali.mg 
with kollchoz workers on their attitude towards the or- 
ganLa?Sn0:f the wedding and ^tjng ^^the^itual of 
* -_„ „,B(?dinM we became convinced that aitowgn**■ «« 
oeeHe^d^f^crieb^te the wedding ^* ^^h 

ceremony, the organizers and participants neVertJJ£?** 
atte^to observe many old folk traditions, combining 
them with new ones which have ,roppJ^^^^/^^f^r. 

äagf tS:rP
miaronythe satr^srs^^ s/ 

conftituen? part of the entire weddi^,cJ!^^s^\f V 
kolkhoz of the Daugavpilse Rayon of the ^tvian SSR we 
camTacross another system, which is. the **lJ°^:- »T 
registration of the marriage takes place-no less .thanZ 

StÄ before the wedding and is viewed^mor| as a 
unique engagement, between the bride and f^^f^/tw- 
the families officially a^0^^0t

0^?£g^
r

ffiarfied and *»var the vouafi couple actually do not yex gssi,^*.**-v . i4 

are"consldereTmereSy as engaged for they^^J^T 
in the homes of their parents until tne v,®d^n£_fr

e^°°"y:he 
Tney consider the marriage to be confu—ted ong ££r

f£* 
weeing ceremony is carried out.  This also holds true for 
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wedding"ceremonies without & church ceremony.     ^. 
bedding« are held year-round, but more jjoiwoniy itt 

the fall and spring, the favorite day in the week is 
Saturday (the eve of the rest day).  The wedding oegxns 
in the evening hours. In cases whereby the day of the 
marriage registration and the wedding coincide, the be- 
ginning of the solemn ceremony is the trip to the reQis- 
tration office. The wedding party leaves for the village 
Soviet/where the marriage is registered solemnly. The 
"chairman and secretary of the Village Soviet arrive for  _ 
this purpose at ;the village.Soviet in the evening, dressed 
up (in certain village Soviets they wear folk costumes;j 
in many village Soviets the building is decorated specially 
for this purpose, young birch trees or firs are place* by 
the doors and the chairs for the young couple are inter- 
woven with garlands of greenery. The young c0UP;L

1
e^rJfv^ 

for the registration of the, marriage J accompanied by their 
parents and a large groupof young people, often with musxc- 
ians.  Wagons and teams of horses a*e used very rarely now, 
for they prefer motor vehiclesv >Ataxi, is. now usually or* 
dered from the closest town for the young pair and sponsors, 
or they borrow somebody's private automobile,  All the resx 
ride oh trucks furnished by the kolkhozes.  The motor vehic- 
les are 'decorated with young birch trees (fir trees xn the 
winter).  The bride and groom are usually dressed xn wed-., 
din- costumes: the bride in a white dress,with bridal veil, 
and°tha groom"-- in a black suit with a white shirt^and 
lio-ht colored tie.  If the wedding takes place far xrota 
the place of registration, the participants in the ceremony 
congratulate the young couple on the spot in the village 
Soviet; the musicians play a flourish, the a ire a ay pre- 
iDared hostesses offer the young couple and,guests wxne and 
pastry.  Often congratulatory telegrams are.sent ahead of. 
time for they^ung couple to the Village Soviet or gxfts^ 
are left there for themi  The.following ceremonies, which 
certain to the wedding ritual,: contain many tradit xonal 
features.  The wedding party usually'meets obstacles xn 
the road in the,; form of closed gates and similar^intarances 
and it is necessary to "pay" to overcome them. Jhese ob- • 
stacles are often set up in front of the gates of the house 
where the wedding party is headed.  The young couple, ar- 
riving after the marriage is registered to the, home of the 
bridegroom's parents (or to the homewhere the weading 
ceremony is to take place) is met on the threshold oy 
the parents with the »bread and salt" (it is replaced by 
pieces of pastry)and wine.  The bride presents gxfts to 
the future father-in-law and mother-in-law before enter- 
ing the house, as, well as to the husband's close relatives 
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(in soiae cases these gifts are handed out later, after the 
wedding feast)*  The wedding feast usually lasts two days: 
Saturday and Sunday., Weddings-where old.traditions are 
maintained have the "Michoshana" ceremony (the bride's   - 
headdress -- the wreath — is removed and replaced with 
the headdress of a married woman — a kerchieff sometimes 
a'flower i« placed in the hair instead of the kerchief). 
A prominent place at weddings even now, is' given over to 
competitions in witticisms and songs by both parties'-- »■ 
the bride and groomi  This is quite widespread in Latgalxya. 
It is interesting to note the principle of inviting guests * 
which has changed in comparison witb, past usage. The circle 
of guasts has widened considerably,    not with the 'addi- 
tion of mote relatives* but with comrades on the job (for 
escample, members of the same brigade) and representatives 
of the members of the kolkhoz and the village.  Nowadays 
it is possible to hear such words äs »our brigade had-a 
wedding!" Komsomol or public weddings are held usually 
in the kolkhoz club buildings, palaces of culture or in 
schools (if the kolkhoz d$es not yet have a club). «The 
ritu&l of these weddings also includes many old folk tra- 
ditions; in,addition, the initiative of the young people 
is manifested in searching.for and carrying outvarious- 
new ceremonies, chiefly of a joking nature.  These weddings 
are particularly well attended -- "celebrated by the en- 
tire kolkhoz," as can be heard often about Komsomol wed- 
dings.  The greatest combination of old folk traditions 
with new customs takes place at funerals," and it is dur- 
ing these ceremonies that certain local features maintain 
themselves most steadfastly. 'The deceased is immediately 
washed, clothed and is left in bed until a coffin is 
purchased or built, and the deceased is covered over with 
a sheet.  The following day he is placed in the Casket. 
From here on customs differ.  Throughout most of -Latvia 
the casket is carried out of the house to one of the^out- 
buildings: a shed* the barn, cellar.  This is cleaned out, 
emptied of superfluous objects and decorated with fir 
branches.  The coffin is placed on a low pedestal (for 
example, on stools) covered with a homespun blanket and 
"they close the casket.  They keep the deceased5in this 
manner, as a rule for at least a week until the funeral 
is prepared.  Juring all this time almost nobody enters 
the premises and no. one renders homage to the deceased 
(they check only to see,that the deceased does not begin 
to "go bad.") ; In the Eastern regions of Latvia-Lätgaliya 
the deceased is kept in the house, is hot loft alone and 

' is buried obligatorily 9» the thirdly. ^ 
Attendance at a funeral is by invitation only, which 

is accepted as a sign of respect.  The choice of guests, 
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including relatives * is mad« in consideration ef the re- 
lations between the guest and the deceased, as-well as 
with-the members of his family»  Now attention is also 
devoted to the labor or public collective withwhich the ,. 
deceased was connected:  his comrades in production or 
public work are invited to the funeral* At many funer- 
als koikhoa musicians arealso present and sometimes a 
chorus« The funeral ceremonies begin, according to trad- 
ition »during the afternoon, end the burial takes place at 
sunset, All guests come to the home of the deceased with 
flowers or wreaths and place them on the casket« A meal 
usually-follows, after which all go outside and approach 
the-casket one.by one to bid farewell to the deceased. 
The central figure in the ceremony from this moment on is 
the "conductor of the deceased.» In order to carry put 
such an honorable role, the relatives invite one of the 
most eloquent and authoritative localpeople, preferably 
a man (cases are known whereby wcmeji ware invited)* Often 
the choice falls on a teacher. This person gives a speech 
before the. procession leaves the yard of the deceased and 
-once again at the cemetery by the grave, before the cask-, 
et<is lowered.  In both cases the orator relates the 
earthly journey of the deceased and describes his merits. 
Processions of trucks have become quite common for funerals. 
But elderly persons usually arrange to be carried to their 
last resting place by hcrse.  The special orator leads the 
procession.  If they leave for the cemetery on trucks, he 
is given a seat in the cab of the truck which is carrying 
the casket„After they arrive at the cemetery the casket 
is opened once ,aagain and the procedure of taking leave 
of the deceased is carried put: the orator speaks his last 
word, certain of the guests give farewell speeches, the 
chorus sings a few songs suitable to the occasion and the 
orchestra strikes up a mournful metody. The orator asks 
that all bid farewell to the deceased and the casket- is'. 
lowered into the grave, which is covered on the bottom' a:ad 
the sides with birch boughs* and the casket is covered with 

• a blanket,  ätcb of the gjuests throws three, handfuls of dirt 
•on the lid of the coffin; saying: "Light sand i»» 

After the coffin is buried the guests approach the 
grave with wreaths and say a, few more farevrell words to the 
deceased,, placing wreaths on the grave«'; Tiien the relatives 
offer urine and bread tP the persons gathered together with 
a request to pray for the deceased. The guest« thereupon 
depart for the hpme of the deceased, where the traditional 
meal is held,  iäverywhere except in tatgaliya various types 
of entertainment are allowed at funerals.  One often hears 
that the deceased loved gaiety, songs and music and asked 
that the funeral be a gay occasion. New phenoraenr. in this 
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area include public funerals organised, by village Soviets, 
kolkhoz directorates and public organization«.  Those people 
who possessed significant revolutionary, public or pro- 
duction merits are buried in this manner.  The casket with 
the body of the deceased in such cases is placed in the vil- 
lage palace of culture * and an honorary watch is set up 
around the casket; a funeral meeting is held»  A great 
number of local inhabitants participate in the ifuneral;; .-•■ 
the members of kolkhozes in the vicinity, the village in- 
telligentsia and school pupils*  Completing the description 
of modern customs and ceremonies, we still must acquaint 
the reader with the still-formingsaoi&ar ceremony which is 
dedicated to the memory of persons deceased« ■'.■Je  mentioned 
above the wishes of the rural population vrhich have been 
expressed more and more ofien in past years to remove the 
religious significance from the tradition of collective 
visiits to the graves of loved &ne£ on certain days,  i*n«* 
swering- these wishes, some village Soviets and public or- 
ganizations in the kolkhozes of Latvia decided to take 
the initiative in their o\«a hands and hold special days 
in memory of the deceased»  For example, here'is what hap- 
pened on one of these days at one of the village cemeteries 
of the  Yekabpilsskiy Rayon (Selpilsskiy village Soviet, 
1959). 

The preparations for this day were made by the de», 
püties of the village Soviet, representatives of the Party 
and Komsomol organizations of the Selpilse kolkhozes and 
teachers.  Local citizens were informed ahead of time of 
the coming event and the new content of the ceremony. 
The initiative on the part of the village civic leaders 
was quite popular among workers, kolkhoz "members and the, 
village intelligentsia.  Long before the day designated 
for honoring the deceased they cleaned up the graves of 
their loved ones, planted flowers, and scattered sand on 
the paths.  Many people gathered on this day at the ceme- 
tery — many more thaxk during the religious services which 
had been held during previous years.  The chairman of the 
village Soviet led the ceremonies.  In a short speech dir- 
ected to his fellow villagers, he appealed to them to hon- 
or the memory of their loved ones and friends who had found 
rest in the old Selpilse cemetery.  The school superintend- 
ent, who had worked for many years ill Selpilse and who knew 
the majority of local townspeople quite Tirell, gave a moving 
speech after this.  She reminded them of the difficult days 
during the 1905 revolution and spoke out the names of the 
revolutionaries now resting in the Selpilse cemetery.  The 
orator had many warm words for the untimely demise of the 
young and talented composer, Peter 3arison— a native of 
the Selpilsskiy Voiost*  The kolkhoz orchestra 
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ful meoldia s corned«©d <Jby :him j.^ver his grav;e.  Ih^. orator 
deVoted her. sp£eehxalsO tor »any average-people and acti«.■ .. 
vists of the naw social system who had left behind a good 
memory.  One of the former participants of the Komsomol 
underground between 1920 and 1930, who was present at the 
cemetery, devoted his speech to the fprmer inhabitants of .  . 
theVol ost who höd given-their life in the fight to. res-, 
tore Soviet poTfer in Latvia* ?The joint chorus of the ;,.., 
Selpilse kolkhozes Sang man* beautiful Latvian songs* The 
guests placed .wreaths and garlands,of flowers.on the graves , 
of the revolutionaries and.civic- figures of Silpilse.. ■   ■■ 
The opinion voiced by the great majority of Selpilse people . 
on the hex/ ritual of the • day in honor of the  deceased is 
reflected in the words which soon appeared in the rayon    v 
newspaper:  "The pastors have nothing, more to do. !'■•., 
(» . . . I^iacitjam vairak «im ko darit'? TVriva ^Daugava, , , 
13 august 1959J); 'Ih -.1959r alongside;thTnew7^culr.:r . cere- 
mony dedicated to the memory of the ''dece'a'sedi^a religious 
"kapu svyatki" took place in the, same cemeteSr^*  However., 
on this day only a few old; women gathered at the, cemetery^ 
In i960 the "day to honor the memory of the:deceased", was;\ 
held once again the Selpilse cemetery according to .the , ..secular 
ritual and, as the previous year, the majority of the local* 
were present. , During the;past p,ip- years.-civil ceremonxes 
honoring the memory of "deceased began to be held at many:;. 
other village ceme-teries,where; they also attracted a. large 
number of participants..  It isquite possible that in .the ,.■-, 
next few years the old-reli&ioüsrceremony of praying for ; 
the" deceased will die out completely in the Rapublic.   v r- 
Characterizing the complicated process of the rural popur»^ 
latioh moving away from religion and the replacing of old 
religious ceremonies which have lost their significance 
and meaning,    hew ceremonies and celebrations which are 
suitable to the new way of life and confirming the material- 
istic attitudes of the people, it Is necessary to stress  ^ 
that churchmen are by ho means indifferent to this.  Some of 
them (only a few for the time being) as a result of. tremendous 
inner struggle, are changing their formerbeliefs and are 
making the transition to the position of atheism} others ,. 
(they still comprise a majority.) are endeavoring to hold 
the population under their influence with all the means at 
their command»•■" ■;'V' ; ;■£,: .'-._. 

/ During recent years ten churchmen in the .Hepublic 
have publicly taken off the cloth (Catholic priests, pas* 
tors and Baptist ministers).  The motives causing them,to 
do this were clearly revealed insthe letter by former pastor 
01'gerd Robezhniyek, who served four parishes in the Yalta b- 
pilsskiy ixayon during recent years;  Ih the,letter, which 
was published in the rayon newspaper, he writes that after 
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20 long years of serving the church he overcame his inner 
doubts with great difficulty and now has coue to know .the 
genuine truth of life*  Becoming decisively convinced of 
the lack of foundation of religious dogma, he no longer 
intends to* propagandize and defend it,  "I don't; want to 
spend one more day of my life as a priest»"he writes. 
"I want to do something useful for society,"  In Ms let-. ; 
ter, Robazhniyek speaks of the increasing atheism among 
the masses» Ilotiag the active exodus of therpopulation  ^ 
from religionn he writes that the church has maintained a 
certain significance only for a small number of persons of 
the older»generations, as well as those few representatives 
of youth who still are under the influence of the backward 
views of their parents;  ''Bui I have noticed more and more 
often," he stressesi"that>^ö believers themselves were 

not truly religious pebpiei |Toi* ihey appealed to religion 
at best for the\sake öf o^sirving old traditions which they 
themselves had not endeavored to replace by something else** 
"I could iabtl help but; see V" he continued, »that it is the » 
youthi to which the future belongs, which is leaving the 
church, attracted«by those broad perspectives which are 
being opened up for it by modern life.  The church is  > 
superfluous in this life, and the work of the clergy is not 
only unnecessary; but harmful." (Brivä Jaugava, 23 October 
1959).   ■■' - '•■• ::'- '■'■'"•'•:■  '■", "       '■■    ■■...;•■■■■■.        \ ;  --••'     ■'       ";:/^ : 

Cases of representatives of the Church denouncing 
the cloth cause strong reaction among the rural populace 
as well äs among clerical circles.  Former Catholic priest 
Sveysalinek, now lecturer of the Society for the Jissemi- 
nation of Scientific and Political Knowledge of the Lat- 
vian SSRj dealing with this question in his lecture, stated: 
"Fanatic Catholics, learning of my public denouncement, 
attempted to Convince their followers that the anti-Christ 
had settled within me.  But many of them, including my 
former flocki understood me and approved my decision,  I 
received many letters, from which I see that-my break with 
religion has shaken the' faith of formerly religious people 
or has led them toward atheism." (From a lecture by Svey- 
salinek, read in 1959 in the Yakabpilsskiy Rayon Palace of 
Culture [written down by me— author]).' 

The renunciation of the church by the. above-men- 
tioned pastor^ Robeahhiyeki met the approval of the great 
majority of the inhabitants of the Yekabpilsskiy Rayon, 
knoxm even earlier for their advanced views.  In particular 
this was reflected in the fact that a group of former par- 
ishioners of the Selpilse-church submitted a request to 
the village Soviet that the church be closed, shortly after 
his reniuiciation.  Opposition to the growing atheism, 
shown by the Lutheran and Catholic • churcheSi is manifested 
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in various forma.  In the above: Oase a new and more "re- 
liable" pastor was designated for the above-mentioned 
parishes of the Yekabpi^sskiy''J&ayonV One of hM .first 
endeavors 'was that of adapting! "to halt the closing of 
the Selpilse.church,  ^individual'agitation-among the 
more backward inhabitants he wasableI to force the per- 
sons who had*submitted the petition / to close the church, 
to withdraw this petition.  A short time later, in order 
to strengthen the position of religion!» the bishop him- 
self came to the Selpilsskiy church to'1 conduct a »olerma ;? _. . 
church servico;  However, his appearance ?did not;..^ftusft, a;'"r" 
sensations and the cr.o#d which gathered' from the, enti^ ,Ia**$e 
district l5räs'-e^A^mel^':sjraa:ti.  It is - already evident ..£rom.,r7 
the above^faottf^that^there is a bitter ideological 'sirug- ' 
gle going on >ar'oimd .these problems.' We might add .other  ' . 
facts which are known-to üs, pointing'out the intrigue^ car« 
ried out by the ■men,in..: the..serti6e of the church ,i»,order; 
to maintaift';their,influenced F'frör example*-these^include;:.;;;;'""'; 
obvious timie-serviag;'-fry^churchmen ih determining. the..age';. '• 
of young''peoplesiin> order,; to g#' through cohf iruaticm; with';;;;".'"" 
the Lutherans oi*' to take> the facrament with the Caltholics. 
Observations; -show' thai :v/here fertain events talce place,. ;.. 
these ceremonie^t ^established for adolescents •anä^ö-uri§_''.,'.".; 
men and|,Wmeri,^are held now a'fc<-a -considerably. eör^aLer;;^ge _ 
and at moments ^hön the children are connected %$&&%..ijxifti'.';; 
school (for example*, during the summer vacation, during: . " ' 
the transition from one. school to anotheri fromt.t;he, .gr.£pmar* 
school to the- 7^y**r school, or immediately after- pompier;: :. 
tion of the 7-year schoolX or vrhile children of the4! ^pungr 
est age category have inpt-,yet joined the ranks of. tfie pio- 
neer origahi^ation, androlder children — the Komsomol, Xhe 
churchmen attempt, to -exercise influence on the children-jby;^' 
means of their parents,, 'and thiere are ones 'who att,emp,t, to; ;' 
use threats and  force; unklar the influence of the chtircii oh 
children who refuse, to:.carry out religious rites, -y-jn .one.'';; 
of the rayons of the LatyiaaSSR» for example,, we came/;;;;' 
across a fact whereby, a kolkhoa worker  mother drove.; her; 
11-year old son out ofj^khe home due to the fact that he" 
refused to go tö church and entered the pioneer organiza- 
tion.  The intercession of the* school and the, villaga 
Soviet were required ,ii| öorder;"to convince the mother of the 
error .of her ways. . (Iilaterials of the Baltic Escpedition, 

1960).':';'   • ■•-■■- :■.'..:-■-»47  '.'■   " ;V',' ;'  ■'•■■■' ■ '  ■■■■■■■       i;.:;,.■•, . 
Certain representatives of the Church even go s<> far 

as to intimidate teliiWP^.-:.  Catholic priest Ilalnyshi "  ' 
of the Likshenskiy Tö'a^'giypilse-Rayon) acted in this^way 
until recently.- In his.(.sermons he threatened the faxthful 
with fire and bri'mstone,s-.f^.;ji6n-atteliidaabice-..ai-;- churchy and for 
refusing to christen children in church» He resorted to in- 
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dividual influence on the faithful for" greater convincing- 
ness.  Gnce he called dtn a •■ female kolkhoz worker from the 
"Dzimtene" kolkhoz andthreatened that ;'itf;;she did not bring 
in her children £o*\ firstsacrament- th.efewould be no-one 
to bury her and hers children at'the cenietery.  The fright- 
ened woman, the conscience Of xdiota was^1 cöiapletely in the 
power of.religious mysticism, soon brought her children to 
the church.  (Materials: of the Baltic Expedition) • ,, 

^11 of this points to the fact that problems of;;}: 
freeing a certain part of the population from the .influence 
of the churchj the overcoming of religious survivals and the 
formation of atheistic attitudes require constant,and un- 
stinting attention.  Taking thiä into consideration, the 
Republic public organizations are improving the iae^thoäs , ;. 
and content of scientific-atheistic propaganda.  In each ■ 
'local group ;of the 'society for the disse:aination of,   : 
political andrscientific knowledge in the Republic sec-< 
tibns are being formed |pr Üciäntifiö**atheistic propaganda. 
During the past few tyeäiPS the number of lectures ,given on 
scientific-atheifilt subjects has increased cOhJide^ably>. ,, 
In content these lectü^äs have become more 'purposeful and 
they include also concrete materials characterizing''.the..,; 
acts of local churchmen aiid sectarians i     Bikid#M iöctuöäs f.s 
the propägahda of scientific-atheist views is carried out 
by holding talks,- question and answer sessions, debates, i; 
.exhibits, specially organized evenings and cheMcaJ,ex-.  ;. 
periments are carried out in order' to expose various- 
"miracles" of the church, etc.  We Should note^thajfc the -Vn ;. 
interest of, the rural population is growing noticeably in 
all of the^e measures,as well as believers.  The"audiences: 
always contain;a smaller or larger group pf believers or 

those who are wavering in their religious belief|.  Some 
of them often argue^actively with the organisers of these 
evenings and obviously do not'wish to capitulate» while 
others receive n;ew scientific information from these 
lectures, which aids them in freeing themselves of religious 
views,  I'jany of them subsequently tellthe 'organizers about 
this either in letters or orally.  In view of this we 
should mention the .large-scale and many-faceted wo^rk car- 
ried out by the teachers and students of the Daüg^ypi.lse 
Pedagogical Institute.  On their initiative a club of 
militant atheists has been formed at the institute,^ which 
has become one of..'ttier; ray on* s chief centers for scie»jtific- 
atheist, propaganda.  ( See Klub Voinstyeiinykh Ateistov« 
[Club of Militant Atheists}, Riga,I960).       :  f. 

The initiative shown by the workers in creating 
new non-religious ceremonies and celebrations has drawn 
increased attention on the part of the population of the 
Latvian SSR.  Experience in organizing these new solemn 
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ceremonies is being studied and absorbed in the Republic (See the 
Pamphlet by A. Serdants: Sadzivei Jaunas Tradicl.las. Riga, 1958). 
These questions are the subject of discussion at special confer- 
ences organized by the Komsomol Central Committee or suitable 
departments of the Latvian SSR Ministry of Culture, Local ethno- 
graphers, specialists in folklore, musicians, poets, and writers are 
encouraged to participate in these sessions» The Republic and rayon 
press announce new celebrations or »memorial days" being held in "the 
various areas of the Republic. The personal observations of the 
author of the process of forming new customs and ceremonies, as well 
as acquaintance with various materials of sessions devoted to the 
discussion of these problems, as well as with the press, testify to 
the fact that there are many unsettled questions, but on the whole 
the activities of the Latvian public organizations heading a large- 
scale movement for the formation of non-religiöus forms of everyday 
life are deserving of universal approval* 
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WORK OF,THE USSR ACADEMY OF SCIENCES INSTITUTE OF 
OF ETHNOGRAPHY IK i960 

[Following is the translation of an article by V. A, 
Aleksandrov, Sovetskaya etaoerafiya (Soviet Ethno- 
graphy)» Moscow, No 2, March- April 1961* pages 110- 
115.] 

In I960 the USSR Academy of Sciences (AS) Institute of 
Ethnography, directed by the Resolution by the CC of the Party 
«Party propaganda under contemporary conditions," endeavored to 
a maximum degree to bring the scientific research conducted by it 
toward Communist construction in practice, to join more closely its 
activities with the most vital problems of historical science, in 
accordance with the tasks of academic scientific institutions* In 
particular, in i960 the institute stepped up its work oh studying 
spiritual culture, the development of new attitudes among the peo- 
ples of the USSR and the overcoming of religious and domestic 
survivals. As in the previous year, the scientific research done 
by the Institute concentrated, in accordance wtih the Seven Year 
Plan, around the most important spheres of activity: 1) a study 
of the processes of change of the social-domestic and cultural 
way of life of the peoples of the USSR in the epoch of transition 
from socialism to Communism; 2) research on ethnic processes 
taking place in our country, primarily the forming of socialist 
nations, as well as a study of the process of nation forming under 
conditions of a colonial system and in the newly formed sovereign 
states; 3) the working out of problems dealing with the origin of 
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uaa and the history of primitive society*  In its research 
the Institute* as in previous years, endeavored to comoxne 
the preparations of generalizing collective works, indi- 
vidual monographs and collections of subject matter, con- 
sisting of minor research projects.  In the course of 19©0 
the Institute completed 20 Works, 21 of which were puo- 
lished.  For the problems reflecting the- study of processes 
characteristic for our modern age, th& Institute in its 
expeditiönal operations embracing the RSFSR (the Central 
.Uuropean Sect'i.dri,. Northern Caucasus,   the Wals, Jioerxa) 
and the Union Republics of Central itsi'a, expanded its re- 
search riotonly territorially (in particular, in Siberia 
and the Kalmyk 7.SSR) •  in the aim of cheating comprehen- 
sive work the Institute conducted ethnographic studies not 
of individual units' (kolkhozes, sovkhozes, villages» set- 
tlements i   cities), but of various population strata of 
entire rayons and, in Several cases, ©blasts and krays. 
The practical significance of the expiditional activities 
of the Institute was.manifested in the great interest in 
the work of the expeditions 6Ü the part of l0cal par*y 
and Soviet organs,      .•':'.",!' - ' ±   .  • ,«/-:,% 

Cn this subject basic attention was devoted in 19oo 
to two problems — »cultural-domestic changes among the 
peoples of the USSR during the period of accelerated con- 
struction of Communism" and . "the' forming of socialist 
nations and their development during; the period of the 
accelerated building, of Communism. »  The expeditional 
work in this direction was carried out by the personnel 
of the Complex Expedition (headed by Terent»yeva), the 
Central fesiaii Ethnographic ; (headed, by ICarmysheva), the 
Northern, (headed by Dplgikh) V the' 3altic (headed b^erent«yeva) 
and to some degree by the Tuva (headed by .rotäpovj, and 
the ILhorezm (headed by Tolstov) archeolbgical*ethriographic 
expeditions, as well as 'the'' Vrut-iiriester Combined E3cpedi- 
tion.  The Combined ^edition,' for the study of changes in 
the social-cultural way of life of the peoples of the 
USSR during the period of transition from socialism to 
Communism in the field season of i960 worked in 15 detach- 
ments, eight of which studied the Russian population, three 
~- the peoples of the Caucasus,'  the remaining ones— the 
Belorussians, iiarelianS, Kalmyks and Buryats.  V7e should 
mention  the significance of the work done by the Adygey 
detachment, which collected materials on the subject »cul- 
ture and way of life of the kolkhoz peasantry of the Aaygey 
autonomous region," the Western detachment, which studied 
the culture and way of life of the Belorussians and the 
Polish population in the Grodnenskaya and Brestskaya oblasts 
of the Beloru'ssiari GSR, national inter-relations in the 
past and present.  The incipient project on studying the 
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Russian population ©f Western Siberia is also a source of 
great interest* "   j   ' ■• 

Interesting and necessary work in attracting students 
from the upper grades into ethnographical work Was done" by 
the detachment studying the, life of the workers of Soroova 
and Vyksa (Gor'koyslcaya pblast).  This detachment was made 
up of members of ttye Yotmg Travelers and :rplorer*s Club 
of the Moskvpretskiy rayon of the city of Koscow.  The re- 
sults of this work-will aid in incorporating elements of 
ethnographicgjl science into the school system.  Detachments 
of the Central Asia** and Kholrezm Expeditions worked in 
many kolkhozes of Turkmeniyai Kara-Kalpakiya and Uzbekis- 
tan, tgatherijig material which testified to the new phenom- 
ena which are taking place in the present-day life of the 
kolkhozworkers ofCentral Asia, on the dying out of the 
survivals bjf family--tribal peculiarities among the Uzbeks 
and Turkmen's» on the processes of the merging, of small 
ethnographic groups with large socialist nations.  In or- 
der to study the modern culture and way of life of the 
kolkhoz peasantry of Central Asia f stationary operations 
Wer> conducted also in several kolkhozes ("Komajunlsm" 
in Sämarkandskaya oblast, Uzbek. SSR, kolkhoz imeni kaxiia 
Gor^'kiy of the Turtkul'skiy rayon of the Kara-Kalpak ASSR). 
The basic task of the Northern Expedition as in preceding 
years  consisted in the comprehensive study of the contem- 
porary status of the peoples of the iNfox'th, their history 
and culture ■'—■■■-•with the aim of aiding in'working out 
spscific measures for the further improvement of the ec- 
onomy and culture of these peoples and improvement in " 
:their everyday life., In.the above expeditionary studies 
members of the Belorussian SSR AS Institute of Ethnography 
the Krasnodar Pedagogical Institute, the USSR AS Institute 
of Russian Literature (Pushkin House), the Adygey Scien- 
tific Research Institute, the Kostroma Oblast auseua, etc., 
took an active part.  Particular attention should be 
devoted to the initiative of the USSR AS Institute of the 
Hisiory Of the Arts in forming a combined expedition for 
studying folk art of the peoples of the USSR; the first 
successful experiment  done by this expedition was a study 
made in the Trans-Baikal by the Institute of the History 
of the Arts' jointly with the Institute of Ethnography. 
On the whole, the study of the modern day in I960 occu- 
pied the most important place in the field expeditional 
work of the Institute of Ethnography,  The materials gath- 
ered by the expeditions made it possible for the Institute 
to lend practical aid to several government institutions, 
particularly the RSFSR Ministry of Health— in the matter 
of improving health conditions for the aboriginal popu- 
lation of the North, the Institute of Labor of the USSR 



Council «f Ministers state Committee — on questions of 
labor and wages, in solving certain problems of displac- 
ing national labor resources and making use of their work 
habits, etc«.' 

Of the works which were, publishad in I960 on the 
above problems, we should first of all mention the mono*« 
graph by,Terent'yeva "the kolkhoz peasantry of Latvia" 
and the collection (edited by Dolgikh) "Modern Economy, 
Culture and 7ay of;-Lif ä of the '.Minor Peoples of the 
North." . The monbgraph!by Terent'ysYa is the result of 
yoars of field öndarcliive" research by the author and 
i.s the first modern ethhogr'aphicai study: of the Latvian 
people.  It examines from the historical aspect the tradi- 
tional branches of economy of tjt»e Latvian peasantry and the 
tremendous changes in a •äöciäl^conomic, cultural and every 
day respect.which have taken place in Latvia during the 
year* of Soviet authority»  the collection which i.^  dedica- 
ted to■;. the. moderneconomy,|' cultural an<St rural life Of the 
minor peoples of the North"''is  the fitfst publication in re- 
cent years which, on the baöis Of; materials furnished^by 
the Northern Süpedition, gives!,a. detailed characteristic 
of the» i*üccesses of socialist construction among many 
peoples of the Far North.  Xn 196q a monograph by Gurvich 
and Kuzakov, "The Koriak National Okrug", was published, con- 
taining rich historic-ethhographical and statistical-economic 
material, reviewing the past and present of the peoples , 
populating.the Koriäk National .Okrug and outlining future 
development of the Okrug.  '.',.,„■      <  ' 

f Of the projects completed in I960 which reflect the 
problems of the present day, we should;mention the collection 
"Religious Survivals Among the Peoples of the USSR and Means 
of'Overcoming Them" (directed by Krivelev), in vmich on' 
an ethnographittal, chiefly /field, materials basis, still 
existing ^Russian, Latvian,, Chuvash, the peoples of the 
Far East and the Far North) Various forms of religious 
survivals:are ^examine'd^ '[iti' each individual, .case -an explana- 
tion, is -given, of the; Vea^ons''for, their ■..existence" and illu- ; 
minatibn l&-*gLvßT£-:tö---tti6'fpr'6:cäßBBß  of forming a nom-relig- ; 
ious way Of life* A-'great achievement is, the completion " 
and publication'-of."thV' general work VPeoples of Central   ^ 
Asia and Kaza3S^taJiM.(editeä >y Tolstov, Abramzon, Shdanko, 
Kislyakov) and "Peoples of the Cauaaaus"-: , of the "Peoples,, 
of the t/orld," series, written on the basis of all precede 
ing works of the Institute on this subject.  These volumes 
are the first in the history of ethnographical science 
which are basic wdirks giving ethnographic characteristics 
of the multi-natiohal population of Central Asia, Kazakhstan^, 
the C&uc&sus on a broad historical background, and the 
great change» in the social-economic and cultural life of 



these peoples after ths  Great ©etober Socialist Revolu- 
tion are described»  SaCh of the above volumes consists of 
two parts; the first part of the volume  People s of the 
Caucasus  — "l-eoples  of the North Caucasus1'*'  (edited by ' 
Lavrov, Nersesov, Kos/en* Khashayev) has been published. 
These books, as other Volumes previously published of the 
"Peoples of the World" series include detailed informa- 
tion on the origin and ethnic history of the peoples§ 
their economy and way of life..  Special attention is de- 
voted to characterizing the processes of forming socialist 
nations and the processes of ethnic consolidation, the paths 
of the national development of the peoples being described, 
after the victory of -..he Great October Socialist Revolution. 
These works were created by the Institute in close coopera- 
tion with the &dädemias of^Sciences and other scientific 
institutions of the Republics of Central w'-sia and the Cau- 

• c-rtsus.  The Expedition projects on problems Connected with 
ethnogenesis and ethnic-history      were done in i960 by 
the Khorezm    Archeological-Ethnographical, Central *sian 
Ethnographical, Tuva Combined Archeologieal-Sthnographical, 
North and 3altic Expeditions.  In addition, people from the 
Institute worked of the Prut-Dnestr Combined Archeological- 
Ethnographical Expedition,^. Th^ SChorezm Spedition (headed 
by Tolstov), which included ten detachments, pursued two 
goals.  On the One hand they continued the years of study on 
the history of ancient Shorezm, which embraces a tremendous 
chronoto-ical period — from the neolithic age to the middle 
ages.  During the course of this work excavations were com- 
pleted of the late Celteminar post of Kävat 7 (end of the 
third, beginning of the second millehium B.C.) which is 
the first excavated monument of this time and furnishes 
important material for studying the economy, culture and 
social system of the ancient population of the southern 
Aral region; completed also were studies of an interest- 
ing monument of Khorezm of the archaic period (6tt-5li cen- 
turies 3.C.) — the rural settlement of Dingil'dzhe, which 
furnxshed valuable material on the history of architecture 
and construction, on the economy and material culture of 
Khorezm of the early slave-holding epoch.  The second im- 
portant item in the expedition^ work Was the study of the 
history of the steppe tribes, the so-called barbarian world, 
which was territory bordered along slave-owning Khorezm 
and was in close economic and cultural contact xrith it. 
These projects were carried out in the South of the Kzyl- 
Ordynskäya oblast of the Khazäk SSR, where previously be- 
gun excavations of the town of Chirik-Rabat (6»-2nd cen- 
turies 3.C.) — the capital of one of the Sachs tribes 
(Apasiak) continued, and excavations were completed on a 
monumental round burial structure — the tomb of the Apasiak 
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chiGfß.' Work "continued : on the other complex of Apasiak mon- 
uments — Babish-Mulla (4ü-2»d centuries 3. C«)* whare large 
squares of a citadel and liying quarters have been uncover^ 
ed.  Finally in the basin of the dry bed of the Syr-par«ya 
-Inkar-Oar«ya in the Tegizken natural boundary, six; kurgans 
of the 10» to 8tt centuries Bi C* were excavated, which 
furnished interesting materials on the history of the cul- 
ture of the steppe tribes (burial structures of adobe, vos- 
seis made on a potter's wheel, etc. ), characteristic for 
the epoch of the transition from the late bronze to the  . 
early iron age, that i*, from the primitive-communal to the 
class' society« ~\1 ■ ':'i 

The Central Asian Expedition (headed by Karmyshevf 
continued in I96Ö a steddy ethnographic study of the Samarkand- 
skaya oblast of the Uzbek SSR in order to collect material 
for an historical-ethnographic atlas Of Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan on the basic subjects  stipulated by the at*«« 
outline.  The Tuva Expedition (headed by Potapov) completed 
in I960 its fourth field season and had tremendous success 
in studying the burial ground of Kokel* (Sutkhol'skiy rayonh 
dating to the time of the Huns. The burial ground furnished 
unique material which, thanks to the wOll-preserved »täte 
of the wooden objects, was particularly valuable for char- 
acterizing the culture and way of life of the local tribes 
of the time.  Excavations were completed on an ancient ^ski- 
mo burial ground in Uelen(Chukotka). The Baltic Combined 
Expedition (headed to Terent'yeva) continued jointly with 
the institute of- History and the Ethnographic Museum of  , 
the listoniah SSR WS and the Ventspilse Ethnographic Museum,; 
studies on the problem "lithnogenisis and Ethnic History of, 
the Peoples of the Baltic Coast."  Several expeditions 
also included anthropological field work, connected vxtb, 
the solution of ethnbgepatic problems -«* in the Estonian 55R, 
on the Yenisey (investigating the Iiets), on the Angara^ 
(investigating the Russian population), in Armenia tjointly 
with the Georgian SSR ^Institute of iilxperiaiental Morphol- 
ogy ), and in Mordvai  Several major research projects were 
published On the above problems by the Institute in 19&0;.. 
including six books connected with the work of the Expedi- 
tions (Russian, Kordva, Khorezra, Kirgiz, Tuva), Materials 
and studies o* the ethnography of the Russian population 
of tha Euro'ooan part loT^the USSR i^Santskaya, Lebecteva, ws» 
lova I -^tanyukovich, Chlzhikova) furnished new information 
on the economy and material culture of the Russian rural 
population of the West and Gouth-Great Russian Oblasts and 
the Urals.  Volume I of the Work» of the Mbrdya Expedition 
(edited by Belliser and Kotkov) is devoted to problems of 
the ethnic history of the Mordva people, its dispersal, 
anthropological composition, linguistic and ethnographic 
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characteristic*,  the volume was written as a Wult of the 
joint-work of the Institute of Ethnography and the tordva 
Scientific Research Institute of Language^ Hxstory, liter- 
ature and Economics.  The collective monograph »Lower 
Reaches of he Aiau-Dar»ya, Sarykamysh, Uzboy.  History 
of its forming and settlement» (materials,.of ._the_yxorg2S- 
E^.editionj issue Np. 3>". prepared by the instxtute of 
frhnogra'phy jointly with the USSR AS Institute^of Geography 
(edited by Tolstov and Kes« ), on th« background of material 
co'l-cb^ during the course of many years by the iihorezm 
Expedition; solves the problem, which has^ been under dxs- 
cussion for more,than a century, of the hialtory oftne 
ancient beds of the >jnu^öar'ya, particularly the Uzboy bea* 
In their history.,' for several thousand years, the anthro- 
pogönetic factor has played a# important part — the use 
of these bods by man and historical events, particularly 
wars'of ancient time sand the middle;ages^ which took these 
beds out of the control of man, with which significant 
changes in their direction had been connected.  The work 
of the Khörezm Expedition of recent years in the lower 
reaches of the Syr-Dar'ya, in the area of its ancient ex- 
tensive delta, made it possible to illuminate in a new lxght 
the steppe tribes of this region, in particular — to re- 
assess the traditional conception of the mutual relation- 
ships of »nomad» and »settled» peoples in the ^tory.o£. 
Central Asia, to reassess the very concept of "nomads" and 
to refute the conception of the age-long enmity between 
the »nomads» and »settled», world.  These works were re^ 
fleeted in several publications, particularly in reports by 
Tolstov ( "Central A siatic Scythians and lihorezm' } and 
Shdanko ("The Problem of the Semi- Settled Population in 
the History of Central Asia and Kazakhstan") at the 25» 
International Orientalist Congress in Moscow.  (An ex- 
tended variation of Zhdanko's report is published in this 
issue; the report by Tolstov will be published xn the fol- 
loxiring issue). •■■"■.- ', ^.    .    _*. f^Ay^ 

Materials of the Khorezm Expedition, issue IV leal- 
ters Tolstov and Itina) contain reports on the field work 
of 1957, devoted to the study of various arciÄological 
monuments of the primordial epoch, the antique period and 
the.middle ages, as well as a study of irrigation systems. 
The'fourth volume of the Works of the Kirgiz ^xpedxtxon 
(editor — Debets) consists of ethnographical and arcWeo- 
logical works dedicated to unexplored problems of the etnno- 
genesis of the Kirgiz people and in particular tb* 
tribal composition of the Northern Kirgxz.  The published 
first volume of the Works of the Tuva Expedition (editor --_ 
rotapov) laid a beginning to the formation of a now compiled 
work of the history of the Tuva people, and xn particular 
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introduces a scientific approach to the information, essen- 
tial for ascertaining the ethnic history and cultural ties 
of Tuva.  The first volume of the Works of the Expedition 
contains materials on the ethnography, archeology and paleo- 
anthropology of Western Tuva — areas which until the pre- 
sent were a blank spot on the arcfcfeological map.  Particu- 
lar interest is aroused by the monograph by Dolgikh "family 
and tribal composition of the peoples of Siberia in the 17tt 

century," in which the author, using tremendous archival 
and field material, has given a detailed picture of the 
population distribution and, composition of the aboriginal 
population of Siberia, on ^he basis Of which it is possible 
to form a judgment on the further ethnic processes among 
the peoples of Siberia and their historical fate. 

A large-scale study on folklore has been published 
by Sokolöva, Russian Historical Songs of the l6tt-l8tt Century 
dedicated to one of' the most important genres of Russian 
folklore.  This all-encompassing work, which examines the* 
origin and development of historical songs, elu^xd^t4s their 
specific features as ageiil!»* In i960 volume ^n^appe4*^d 
of .Arab 
arid ha 

l»«l*icn^ East Asiatic Ethnographic Collec.tionV c American 
Ethnographic Collection» Anthropological Collection, II ;;..•■,;. 
and Collection of the. Museum of Anthropology and Bthripgi- 
raphy> Vol. :19*  In; 1950 the , Institute published 2b. yorks 
with a total volume of more than 550 sheets. The follow?« 
ing important studies and publication» tne**it special,at^:  : 

tentiöh of those published in I960. . On the problem j1 Or- ; 
igin of >fen and-the History of primitive Society^ ;t^e^ 
first issue of ,thö atlas ';.'bf re construct ions of1 anthro* :. 
pdlogical types of ihe ancient population of the USSR was 
put to press (editor —. Gerasimov), devoted to the paleo- 
lithic;periods  The satae" problem is handled by the mono- 
graph by Averkiyevä'.' Break Down of the Tribal Organization 
and Formation of Early Class Relations Among the Indians 
of the Northwest Coast of North America.  The ~Mbnographs; 
on the example of the Indian tribes, indicate«''(as a coun- 
ter-weight to theories defended by bourgeois scientists) 
the regularity of the break-down of the tribal structure 
and the birth of the elements Of Class society.  On the : 
problem "Questions Of Ethnogenesis,' Ethnic Composition and 
Formation of Nations" a monograph was. completed by Ivanov, 
the Pharsee tribes, anhistorical-ethnographical essay 
with detailed characteristics of these, tribes which played 
an important role in the social-political life of Iran* 
Issue number 5 has teen printed of iiaterials of the »Khozem 
Expedition (editor WTolstov), containing archaeological 



anthropological materials of the burial grounds of Xokcha 
III, a monument of th* bronze age, a study of trhich is ex- 
tremely significant for determining the ethnic affiliation 
of the ancient population of the lower reaches of the Amu-» 
Darfya and characteristics of its economy and cultural ties 
with the population of adjoining territories.  The following 
have been submitted to the publishing house: A monograph 
by Lrershits, Sconomy and Social-Political Structure in 
Northern Arabia in the 19ft-first third* of the 20«» Century mm 
THbte" first essay in Soviet and foreign literature on the 
social-economic history of this country, as well as the 
first edition of a work by Dolgikh, devoted to the folklore 
of the peoples of the North, mythological, .tales and histor-T 

ical legends of the >jntsy.  Of the work's completed in 1959 
and published in 19 o0, it is necessary to note the basic re- 
search done by Ivanov, Ornaments of the, peoples of Siberia. 
as an historical source» I Based on extensive material he 
attempted to prove that tfyel arts of the peoples of Siberia 
developed in close contact with the arts of other peoples 
and reflected the various stages of ethnogenesis in the 
history of Siberia.  The:»third volume of History of Siberia 
by Killer has been pübi|s^di an extremely important source 
for the history of the1 JjLberian peoples up to the l8s» cen- 
tury (the first two volumes of this publication were pübt* 
lished before World i/ar Jfcl).  A dictionary of the African 
Gwahili language is being published (directed by 01'derogge) 
as well aa sixjethnographio; COliefciiohs *<« 'Siberianfill, 
Ccucs^iite Illr&st Asian II, Indian, African IV, Anthro- 
poligical III.  In i960 the Institute did much work in draw- 
ing up .and publishing ethnic maps.  For the first time a 
large-scale ethnic map of the peoples of the #brld was; ; 

created,, upon which, all peoples are shown in:^täjtl.  targe- 
scale maps have b*?^en published or  are being:completed for 
such important areas of the world as Africa/ Asia ^hbrj 
Indonesia, lialaya and the Philippines. >   , 

i960 saw the publication of the Book b^! Levini 'Out- - 
lines of the History of Anthropology in'^ussi%;  The ac- 
tivities of the I'iuseum of Antliropology^and^hiiography in- 
cluded the beginning reorganization of the "departments. 
Extremely significant is the basic re-expböitiöii of the 
introductory department, devoted to the origlh of man and -' 
the history of primitive society. This departmeht plays 
an iimportant role ,iu spientific-atheist propaganda.; New 
expositions of :th% department are organized on^ the organic 
combination vof anthropplogical malarial with ^teriaJs on 
the history of'■&&&■■: fbrnätion  of human society^ -Ih'spite 
of the fact that in view of this work the imiseu»; was 
closed for several .months, it is still visited extremely 
heavily.  In *ive Months of i960 alone about 70,000 per- 
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sons visited the museum, , The museum organised seven exhi- 
bits on scientific-atheist and ethnographic subjects in 
palaces of culture and parks in Leningrad. .Great interest 
was aroused by the exhibit «»Culture and Way of Life of th© 
Peoples of Africa," held in Moscow in the polytechnic a 1  Y,.i. 
luseum.  In i960 the' museum acquired new ethnographic, col«; v 
lections, from which particular value is possessed by-the 
collection from the Mokhendzho-Daro excavations, presented .; 
as a gift by the director general öf ithe, ^rcheological Ser^ ;, 
vice of Indian Or. Glosh,;.,'An outstanding featur^o-f the,vu -.:• 
ODerations of the Institute in I960 is the fact that it,   « ; 
has presented as never before ethnographic science at in*. . 
ternational conferences a,nd Congresses f; at. all-unxon con-* 
forences in our country*, Soviet ethnographers have partici- 
pated in the work of the Sixth International Congress,Of^ 
Anthropoligists and Ethnographers, which t0<*-?1*6? *\J£e r 
beginning/of August i960, in Paris, in .the. work of the 25» 
International Congress of ./Orientalists in *fc>s.cow (August 
I960), in the work ot  the Congress Of Finno-Ugrologists 
(Budapest, September l£6p)* As ä result of the great pre- 
paratory work, the Instittitig presented reports at these 
congresses, reflecting thö%asic achievements of Soviet 
science on important theoretical problems,- **ith clear^cuj 
methodological lines and;comprehensive..(Conclusions* which; 
aroused great interest efti! the part of delegates at the; con- 
gresses, and T>hich aided ^establishing closer s^sntxfic 
Contacts with the-scientist^ of other countries, particu- 
larly Asia, Africa and, liatin America. , (For ä retort on 
the Sixth International Congress of Anthropoligists and 
Ethnographers, see Sovetskaya Etnografiya, 1961* No. 1* 
pgs. 151-161; on the" 2 5 iö~lnt ernational Congress of Or- 
ientalists — Sovetskaya Etnografiya, i960, N<>. 6, pgs. 
146-148 [Work of the Africanistics Section.) and the 
present issue of this magazine, pgs. 117-121). 

The Institute participated actively in two scien- 
tific sessions of all-union significance.  In may I960, 
the joint session of the USSR AS Division of Historical 
Sciences and the Ukrafcian SSR AS Division of Social 
Scientists took place, devoted to results of field re- 
search in 1959 and problems of ethnography, anthropology 
and archeology.  The sessions attracted as many as 600 
participants from the Republics, krays and oblasts of the 
USSR and attracted great attention on the part of the public 
in Iliev, a fact which furthered the broad discussion of 
the above-mentioned problems and propaganda of ethnogra- 
phical knoT^ledge.  The Institute of Ethnography presented 
13 reports at the session, more than half of which were on 
problems of the modern day; we should note the following 
general reports: "BuiIdingjCommunism in the USSR and Tasks 
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of StJmographieal'Selene** by Tolstoy, 3ferent»yeva on the 
work of the Combined Expedition in 1959, Zhdanko — 
»'me Problem of Developing the Socialist Nations of pen« 

tral Asia on the Path Toward Communism,"  In l'iarch 19&0, ; 
^Novosibirsk, Tomsk and Irkutsk, the first session or- 
ganized by the Siberian division and the USSR AS Division 
of Historical Sciences was held, devoted to problems of 
history, arcteology and ethnography of Siberia« The. ses-f 
sion had great .significance for the further study of the 
peoples of Siberia, and the coordination of Studies for 
this purpose, ■> The Institute presented at' the session ten 
reports"and participated in;the work of the sections on, 
,problems on the present-day .status of the:peoples of 
' Siberia, on problems of,archeology and anthropology- and 
the ethnogehesis Of the Siberian peoples.  FOtapov read a 
general report ~- "3asic Tasks of the Ethnographic Study 
of Siberia'in View.of the I^esolutions of the 21st Pary 
Congress,

l
, and Dolglkh --. u4asic Problems of Socialist 

Construction Among th^ Kin^r Peoples Of the North." 
(For ^report oh the so Miliön in Novosibirsk t  Tomsk and 
Irkutsk ; see säveislkä^ä -.- Mnogjraf iyei,"' I960, •'. No - 5 * page a- .. 
ik-il7 j for the session ih KieV ■£-"■■ the same magazine, 
I960,' No»' 6, pgs» 149-153).  In addition the Institute 
p.articipated in the Second Scientific C^nferehÖe on the 
history,arctesöiogy and ethnography of the Far East in 
Vladivostok, where Dolgikh read one of the main reports 
at the conference -- «Tasks of the Ethnographic Study 
of the Peoples of the Soviet Fax* East," 
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