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" the tienty years ybich have passéd #incs the establismmentof | . .

Soviet atitiority in Latvia dre notable not enly for the grandicse = .

transfornatibns in the ares of sconomy and gulture in the Republic. .

but for the basio changas which have taken place in the attdtudes .
and mode of life of the pedples In particular this is manifested in .

the active role of atlieism and tbnsolidation of new and non-religious

vaye of 1A, e break with religlon and the church is Tevealed -
with grest slarity both aiong the urban and rural populstionof the
Latvian SSR. This article presents materials characterizing thds ~ -

procese among the peasants, chi ‘those rura
where the population professed the Lutheran faith, ~(For ‘several -
years the author has made ethnographical studies ¢hiefly in these L
regions of Latvia), - For matiy Latvian peasants the consclous transie - -

tion o a positien of athelsm was e logical dompletion of a pros
cess which began long ago of exodus from religion and the church, -

efly in’those rural regions of Latvia @~

Others have come to this only now, under conditions of soclalim, s

as a result of a re-assessment of thelr views and great inner strugs

gle. - Together with. this there are many peasants who even fommerly, ~ ' E

under the bourgeolse system, and some of them' even under isarism, -

were convinced athelsts: The struggle to:dvercome religlous survis ' S
vels and the consolidation of scientifio-atheist views-has occupled ' - -

an important placein the system of the Communist eduoation of ‘the s
workers of the Latvian SS5R since the first days of establigh- - - -
ment of Soviet authority in Latvia (1940),  The Commmist ' -
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Party and the Soviet government of Latvia toolz measures to
weaken the influence of the church: a decree wag& issued
which provided for separation of church and state, the
teaching of religion was removed from school curricula, the
theological faculty of the Latvian State University was
closed down, etc., However, in such a short period of time,
less than a year, up to the beginning of the Second World
Jafj naturally it was impossible to achieve any significant
change in the attitudes of the peasants, particularly that
section of the peasantry which at that time was still in
the category of believers,

During. the Jar -the Lutheran and Catholie churches
once again, as under the authority of the bourgeeisie, ac=
gquired unlimited oppoktunities to exert ideological influence
on the population of Latvia, occupied by Germen-Facist" ‘troops,
Together with this, the reactionary role of the church and
its clerical fathers was revealed with particular clarxty.
The latter circumstance played an impdrtant role in chang=
ing the relations of ‘the peasants to religidbiiy shaking the
faith in God even of those who up to that time had blindly
followed religious dogma. During the first post-war years
and particularly in the initial period of agricultural: col-'
lectivization (1949-1950) a mighty class struggle %ook .
Place. Survivals of capitalist elements of soc19»y -
bourgeois: natxonaligts and kulaks -~ endeavored to’ ngse
the consol;aatlon of’ the soclalist method of productlon in

- re

agriculture Wlth ali neans at their command.v In ‘their hgz~"&‘yz'

tation they. found support among the represoutatiVes of the
Lutheran and Catholic clergy., Facts were kmown which ime -
plicated the clergy in'bandit raids. Some’ Catholic. pr;estswf
and pastors attempted: to recruit’ young people for' th;s, i
some of whom even. al ‘that time were under the 1nf1uence :
of the church,.. . The' Communist Party of Latviad and the gove -
ernment of the LatV1ap SSR, simultaneonsly with’ msasures to
suppress armed raids by class enemies, carried out’ under
these. compllcated conditions largeﬁscale and eomprehensxve
educational work, particularly in the village, a fzct Whlch
exerted a tremendous positlve influence on speedzng ap the
procesgs of form;ng up~to~date 1deology on the. part of . the
Latvian: peasantry. . Only 10 years have passed since the
kolkhoz systeimn became .consolidated in Latvia, but what

basic changes have taken place during this short perlod in
the religious attitudes of the Latvian kolkhoz peasSantry! .
Recent independent farmers,'cllnvlng tenaciously to their
bit of land, dissociated by competition, as well as former
farm hands and landle$s‘ peasSants, now have become a single
harmonious collective., The development of socialist cone
sciousness on the part of kolkhoz members was manifested in
their thrifty attitude toward community property, in their
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active participation in common labor, in their nastery of - |
the latest methods of farwing which are. assuring high proe=
ductivity. There are already many Heroes of Socialist ' -
Labor among the Latvian kolkhoz worlkers as well as persons
who have been awarded orders and medals., = =~ - o
inother feature vhich determines the religious ate
titudes of the collective farmers of Latvia is their active
participation in the country!s publicepolitical life, The
best indicator of the unwavering inerease in political
maturity and public activities on the. part of peasants is
the growth of rural Party and Komsomol organizations. ‘' In
1949<1950, when. the collectivization of agriculture was
taling place in the Republic, eacth volost had only .one
Party organization, with very. few members (5 =~ 6 persons),
while at present the Party organizations, considerably
greater in membership, can be found on every kolkhoz or. . &
sovkhoz, . The same holds true for IOmspmol organizations. ' .
A large and solid PartyeKomsomol activist group has formed .
in the villages of Latvia, which stands at the vanguard of
publicepolitical, production and cultbiral lifeof the vile
lages A latge rural Soviet activist group had sprung.up . ' .
through the years =~ these are daputiss to the village = "
Soviets and rayon Soviet executive committees, members of ' -
kolkhoz boards, etc, lany rank and file kolkhoz workers = -

are being elected toi'the Republic organs of Soviet authors= ' -

ity of are being drawn.to,public participation -in.their = =
activities. . The cultural level gf the kflkhoz peasantry =~ =
has risen.tremepﬂouslyy-their‘hdfizonsﬁhéve“éxPanded‘asfhas. !
the scope of their intellectual interests., -Obligatory seven
yoar schooling-is'bﬂihgﬂdarrie@“but successfully ‘and the .
transition has begun to eight year schooling. -The great. . -
majority of young people are continuing their education -
after completing seven- or eight=year schools, ' The high -
level of mechanization of agriculture and its operations

on the basise of scientific agro-technology have required .
the "training of a large number of machinery operators and
agricultural specialists. These include many women, . Thanks
to the expansion of the school system, ‘cultural~educational
institutions (clubs, recreation and reading rooms, houses

of culture, libraries) and the opening by rural Soviets and.
kolkhozes of .institutions of healing (hospitals, dispen= |
saries, medical service facilities) the rural intelligentsia
stratum has grown significantly larger, Differing from the
bourgeois. system, when. dissociation of the various social -
strata was specially cultivated, under Soviet conditions .
close contact has been maintained in the way of life of the
representatives of the various Social groups. Now families

are no longer a rarity whereby either the husband or wife *
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is a rank and file kolkhoz worier and  the other ~- is a
member of the village intelligentsis. There are alsq many
rolkhoz families in which the young members have coupleted
their university educatiom or are now studying in the col=
leges of Latvia or other Republics in the USSR. The fact
that kolkhoz families contain persons who are engaged in

jntellectual labor is exerting a noticeable influence on the
ROTeS ~ andfolliays  of the family end is furthering a
uore rapid elimination of outmoded views, habits and harme
ful traditionse. ‘ S ' L _
an indicator of the expanded intellectual demands. om’
the part of the village population is its active participas
tion in cultural-educational work. . Lecture groups have
been formed in village palaces of culture, The lecturers
are teachers; plhysicians, agricultural specialists, as well '

as the villagé's Party~Komsomol activists. The lecture s,
read Qn}general,political,(agri@ulturali medical, literary -
and scientific atheist subjects, are actively attended by
the village inhabitaits. ‘Villagé,liﬁraries-are'extremely ‘

popular, The great majority of kélkhoz workers subscribe

to newspapers and unsgaginés (many subscribe to two; three

and mbré,at-a,time),7&hd'theré;afejﬁﬂg _ newspapers in all
kolishozess - The radio is asécdsdible tb all in 'th-i'villages

of Latvia, and in recent cars television sets bave become
commonplace., Collective faxrm amatéur performances have de-
velopeéd extensively. The general rise in the "level of cule
ture and expansion of the horizons of village -dwellers are

furthered by the ties between village and city, which have
increased tremendoysly during the years of]Soviéty~auth¢r-
ity, even more due to the fact that the face of the cities
themselvesAhasiohanged basica1ly,‘fgrfthéy have become true
centérs of public: and cultural life of the surrounding .

areas, . It is sufficient 'to say that.injmany'r&?on;centers
universities-of cu;turé;"music.schqqls_énd“musicylecturing
bureaus, sports clubs and other institutions are functione

.

. ing under the auspices of the palaces of culture, attracte

ing 4 large number of kolkhoz workers and village intelli-
gentsia. All of this is algo .an approval of the new SocC=
ialist forws of ownership in ‘the villggai_ahd~the»basic'
tranaformations.q£=the‘ecoﬂomic.qonditidﬂsfof peasgant life,

as well as the. change in the nature of peasant labor, and
a drawing of peasants into the country's active political-

public Llife,. and the rapid rise of their cultural, level,
This has'SerVad¢asfa“firm.basisvfor'Changiﬁg'%heirvattitu-
. des .and introducing a great spread of atheism, - The form=
-ation of an atheistic attitude is a complicated'andv;engthy
prodéss,‘the;intensity'df-which;is,gonditionedey many .face
tors., It is necessary to consider the degreé:of religious
beliefs on the part of the population in" the pasta, A study
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of this question has shown.that in many rural areas of
‘uLatvia‘theﬁprogbsg_of'formihg[athéiét'?iews is already in

'thg‘finalustages,‘ﬁhile-in.pﬁﬁer'régionstreligioug‘survivals

inithe=cona¢ibpsness'bf»theﬁpegsahtS“ﬁre.still.perceﬁﬁlble

to a eonsiderable degree. .The latter holds txue ¢hiefly

for “the . regions where -the population is of the, Catholic
fzith; since.jit is;in~these;rggibns“ﬁhat'the{wqyﬁe?S‘were
_enslaved by.thégexploiterlclasgeéVmOStH@fqallj and’thése
.V,glasséﬁﬁkept,tﬁeﬂwbrkiqg'pe§5antry‘ihgdarkneagnghd ighore -
ance}5“The;clegiﬁgé,betweengregigiOﬁ*aﬁd»thg.ghutch'iﬁfthe

" peasant .milieu is manifested primdrily in the sharp decrease

iﬁ“theinumﬁer%¢f7persdns%attendipg;éhurch,agniigésfd%”apa

_.pealingtiq,tbqﬁéhdrch‘for religious céreémohigge Obderva=

:;ﬁtionSQShowvghaﬁ‘anseveraL{regi¢gs,onLy,agfé@vpérsonsfﬁdw_
T attend bhunbhﬁsgfvicesi,‘Asga,rqle“ihasé'arQQeIdérlyywOmen.

e

_MjChdréhéarQf&gnfféﬁgin,empty even on major religious holie
ffdﬁysﬂ(Easter, Qhristmas}$,,(ln}1960u25’perSOQq,aﬁtéhﬁéd
. the Easter morning sérvice in the Luthern. chuyrch in’ the
P city of Daugavpilse. -‘Three of tHem Wweyw between the ages
“‘of 23 and 25, while the others wérg "copsidérably older;

[Faterials from the Daugavpilse Peﬂ?@bgipalminﬁﬁiihfallt:

Due to.the lack of attendance many Lutheran and

:; Catbolic churches Qﬁve”beguﬁfto_bolﬂfservipesmmbfe“ind:
",fréquentlygﬁ There"

o e dfe many;churches which go_for years
‘trithout any., churéhmeti visiting them, - Dusing the last
" three yhaxgisgvétal’dhurqngggthQF%eeh.shutgdowh‘inﬁtheA

"Republi¢sopgphg;fﬁifiatdﬁggofgtﬁéjﬁublic,{dngh;o.x&ck:of
néedtuﬂﬁanm1par£shésﬁcanfh§'theﬁfﬁhene”themﬁﬁhfﬁhHCOmu‘
. m;ttees;nsqngéﬁleﬁ*TWéntigqm'ﬁgﬁé“beasedstq,ﬁéfQ¢ﬁiVe=for'
" a“léng time oX. have bmoken_upﬁéii‘t¢gether§3)tﬁéf§fare no
persons Whp,ﬁb#lu‘b%xintgpqgﬁéﬂj;h@thesegggpiﬁitigs4
Cases occur;ﬁ“rgﬁ”ﬁd‘more‘gfteﬂﬁwﬁérebyggiggdéé‘bitizens
announce their ‘withdrawal from the¢ ‘committeg. It is sig-
pificant that eldérly waomen, usially dilliterate, prerail
among the,fun¢§ipning:cqmmitféeS‘of«twen&y,§ Limong the
younger'mqmpéf“§f{the¢co¢mi#£§e§“(thisnis.qgiﬁé & rare-
occurenc@.nqw)f‘érﬁthwcan,usﬁéllyfbe3foun§HWho»afe not
particular@ffrésﬁécted~qxgheedédAby;the‘lgpal population
for;thengrelﬁeighaafdown;Wé;”hds been ,confirmed many -
timesfdbg¢qphé%jhérmfulgaur#ivals*ofjths,naéfifsurviving
tendencies .toward private_propefty;_;urviv@;éyof*nation-
alism, extremeé’ individualism, etce). . (For, example, in
one ofwthgyLuthéréh;parishes,jfor a long.time no one could
be found to dirgbtithe;Committee’offTwentngfFinally.'in
1958 ‘a person was found. - He was, strangely emough, a come

paratively young person and was not a.native 'of that local=

ity, having Jjust returned after serving g term for major -
crimes, He did not wish to join- a-kolikhoz and kept to hi e
self. ) T ey -';E i ‘ - . o
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Observation of the process of the population break=
ing away from carrying out religious ceremonies connected
with man's life cycle testifies to the fact that such .
ceremonies as confirmation and religious wedding ceremons
ies are dying off most rapidly. This is understandable
since the principals in these cases are the representaw
tives of the younger generation, which is distinguished
under modern conditions by the most advanced views, the -
highest cultural level and participation in communal ac=
_tivities. A large percéntage of.the village youth is in .
the Komsomol,. and some of the older.ones are already mems .
bers or .candidates for membership in the Party. K Their cons<
sciousness is even freer from religious survivals. . One ¢an
already speak of confirmation as a ceremony which in some
regions has lost its sigpificance to & great degree and.
in others-has completely lost significance, One can liters
ally.count on his fingers those young men or.womeh who have
reached the age of confiymhtion ahd who wish to go through.
with this. ceremony: Hekd i¥ how an old ¢ollective farmdr
in the.Yekabpilsskiy Rayén puts it: UFofmerly up to 90
persons~aﬂyear-wareucpnfirmed“ig[our church, Even. during
the war, under.the Germans (that is during-the resmof .,
German~Facist occupation == author), 20 to.25 pcgsoas. per -
year were confirmed, while in 1949 only 9 person: in the -
entire district wanted to receive confirmation, Not ome.
of these was from our kolkhoz." (This statement by collece
tive.farmexr K. from the "seliya" kolkhoz in Yekabpilsskiy
Rayon was. taken down by the author in 1956 [waterials of;.
the Baltic Expedjtion, Archives of. the Institute of;
Zthnography of .the USSR Academy of Sciences]). .. . . -,

. .-Figures for subsequent years for this parish are ,
even more expressive., -In 1956 one, already adult (27). :
kolkhoz worker.(female) wished to go through the confirme.
ation ceremony, and in 1957 there were no confiymatiens. .
in this:church: -on the appointed day no one appeared and
the planned church service was: cancelled. In 1958 the . ...
church caretaker brought his daughter for confirmation:and
in 1959 and 1960 there were no.persons vanting confirmae ..
tion, -Analogous exaumples can be. given for other. rayons _
of Latviae. Figures-on.church,weddingsharewsimilar, .The .
study made by the author. of the Yakabpilsskiy Rayon showe .
ed: that during the past ten years no one was married-in
the abgvepmentipnedqchurch or in the churches of . the _
neighboring parishes of this rayon, However, there are a :
few cases of weddings at home with the participation of . ..
the pastor.. .&n analogous study for one of the village
Soviets of the D.ugavpilse Rayon.(Dubenskiy, which in- - .
cludes the "Dzirkstele" kolkhoz) showed that even where .
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Hodern youtih has grown up in peasant fawllies vhich profess.
scd the catholicmfaithgvatwituﬂe,tqward,the;churqh,wqdding;'
has changed sharply: of 22 young couples who were married .

within’the-pastﬁfourxyearsa(l957n1969):aonly four couples

hadﬂbhurch-weddings,,andﬁthisﬂbrqught_a,negaﬁi&e,résppnqa‘“
‘on- the part .of their acquaintances of the same age. (It
is necessary to stress that the "Dzirkstele' kolkhoz of ~

Scugavpilss Rayon,‘abatha;abQVQ~mqnt'oned_”5311Y9" ¢¢l;?§t4'

ive farm of the Yakabpilssikiy Rayon, are pioneers of cola .
. lectivization, organized as early as 1947, that is, two to

three years earlier than the majority of Latvian kolkhozes,)
© .. - ..A cohsiderable 'pericentagé .of kolkhoz families still
f‘hdldsﬁtdftheucgremony‘ofaChriﬁteningkﬁhilﬁrgnn-.ﬂqﬁefefua~}
. if we compare the number -of christeningswhich are taking

.

place at present with the figures for previous years, pars.
ticularly during the years.of the bolrgeois system, it be=.
cones obvibus that this cercmony also:'has now a swaller
uumber,of.adhenents;'p&rticulagly,gmdng'tﬁéafpxmeg;ProthﬁQ
tant population1*,TherarareamanyTvslmagg;Sowigtalanqdkolkﬁm
hozes‘inﬂthehaeppblibiwherawthejgreatﬁm&joritygqfﬂfgfmers '
have already rejected this Qérgmogy.3=Eqm-exgmp;e,Hihéf_"u

“author is acquainted with many such village Soviets in the

Yalabpilaskiy, - Kuldigskiyy.Saldusskiy, Daugavpilse and
other rayons, ' In view of this it is interesting to note )
~ the frequent.cases whereby. the older .children of a family
*" (borm - iduring the: Second. Jorld. Jar or.in the first post=
" war years) were christened while in respect to the younger.
*- childrén who were born: during the. past 8«10 years, the .
parents: have already consciously failed: to perform this . .~
cereuony. (The author came agross similar facts, in parti-.
cular in Yekabpilsskiy [see:materials of..the Baltic Expee .
ditions, Archives:of. the Instifute of Zthnography of the
“'.USSR‘Aaademynbf&SciencesJ).g T T R R CRTE
' . In eluéidating: the guestion as to the relatiocn of
: collective farmers who have echristened their children to .
'thisacenemony;:it:isrextremqu'ééldomj;hatnbne;pgpe;veghan;
answer which indicates that they attribute.any special
signiticance~tqfthis¢ceremony‘anduansider;itsﬂexqoutidﬁ]ﬂ'
;bbligatorypfogﬂfhem&elves.x.anng;éoup;es_us@a%lyfinﬂiéaté
thatstheiffparéntsiJorhgnanﬂmothar&ain§$3p9d-bn it; miadle
'agedqcoupﬂgsZQ£ten‘saymthﬁt{itgw@sﬂélwpys_;hq'thing"tb]ﬁolf
ané hey aire simply follewing old traditions, - Only in cers=

tain”Easﬁgnﬁfreg;Qngrofmthqwﬁepth1¢;,hgg¢7tﬁgfihﬁluehce of
i the Catholic church is still noticeable is the ceremony of

,~chris¢ening3¢hg1&fen-qften;pgnqgggged;in_pgés&gﬁuiami}iﬂgj;
to be a .vitally essential act which corresponds. to the re=
'ligious;gon#iétipnsaofwthoggﬁwhq_1nt9pd~to.qarpxgthisfacf

out, The»b@ﬁiql‘dfadeceased,pé:gons,wiﬁpxﬁheiﬁbgg#magdgjdf
a religious ceremony also is a rather'common»ocggﬁréhcb'in
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. Latvis at the present time. Accerding to church statistics,
in 1959 the number of such burials was about one=half the
total number of burials., A selected study shows that the
great majority of these funerals also took place in the
Jastern regions. Observations made by the author during

the course of several years in various rural areas of Late
via testlfy to the fact that this religious ceremony is
gradually losing its former szgniflcancea ‘This is expresw
sed both in its simplification and in the more and more
common exchange of the religlous ritual with civil, Until

. recdently all ceremonies comneécted with - honoi¥r; ~  the des
ceased in rural Latvia were completely in the ‘hands of the
church. As recently. as two years ago, everywhere in rural
cemeteries the church- designated prayers twice a year dedi=
cated: to praying for the souls of deceased persons. One

of these == "kapu svyatld! - (Héiiﬁay -at the Graves) «4 was
held in the summer and the “‘6ther e "iMirusho diena' (Day

of tHe Deceased) or "SVet;ﬁﬁhu vakars' (Evening of Cindles)
~= in the late fall, during the. sowcalled "Soults Time" .-
(velyu layka)., 4t this time a large number of peorsons

would ¢ome to the cemetery, of various ages and social
status, ~ It was usual for the entire family to come tow
gether with children, but nevertheless, as our- materials
indicate, during the last few years elderly Women prew
dominated at these religious ceremonies in the majority .
of cases. On these days the graves were carefully cleaned~
of grass and decorated with fresh flowers, On the praying
day evVeryone came with wreaths and. bouquets of fresh flowe:
ers, The ritual included a service held right at the COnen
tery, On thé "Evening of C.ndles" the . praying began’ with
darkness,” Many candles were lit on the graves (30-40 on
some graves)., The attitude of the population to the ree
ligious rites on these days of praying for the deceased,

as we became convinceq}was dual in nature, . One: portion -
of the villages, comprising until recently a ma;orlty, ‘
accepted these ceremonies as a positive old tradition and
censured those who did not come to the cemetery at the time
designated by the church or who did not put their graves in
order for these days, Others, at first in the. minority, but
representing a more up-to~date cross-section of the village
society, had a negative attitude toward - these custoums,
and although some of them visited the cemetery on the date :
of praying, they openly expressed the opinion that it would . -
be better to relieve the initiative from the church in cone
ducting these memorial days, - Along’ ‘with the development -,
of atheist views, the relation to such steadfastly pres . . .
served religious ceremonies began to change, such as the
funeral ceremony and praylng for deceased. '
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~Parallel with the rafusal to carry out the above
religious cerenonies, an actzve process of fbrmlng new S
custows ‘and ceremonies is to. be observed everywhere in '
Latvia, . as well as the forming of new traditiohs. Some-%'
of them-have already won a firm position in the rural ‘life
of the: pépulabaon, while. othars are still in the process of
formations ' Befoxre. ddbcriblng them we shall mention two sigm
nificant things ¢ the endeavor on “the _part of the Latvian
population, part;cularly the. peasants, to give a natxonal
coloring to new: ceremonies and festivals and the c¢lear
tendeney . to transfer these solemnities or qeremonies from -
the sphere.of the family to. the communxty£ e shall begin-
with-a- descrlption of eeremanies connected with ‘the birth
of a’ child._ ‘The fews. of such. an event quickly makes the -
rounds of the: collective farm; particularly for the members
of the collectives where tﬁe mother and father worh. kolk-
hez" workers usually express ‘theitr oongratulations orally
and sometimeés in written form, . It is even acceptable to "
send a telegram or congratulatory picture postcard, particu~
larly ifthe newly born child is thie young ‘coupleVs first
one, % short time after the mother returns from the hose
pital with her child, guests begin freguent visits. They
come .without special invitation, at their ‘own initiative,
vhen they themselves wish .to see the new baby and wish to-
present: well wishes. to the mother, the child and the entire
family, - These.visits are designated by the 0ld tern “gaude
zibash’ (aride-shows). .The number of persons who malke- these
visite has increased uonsiderably. it includeés not only
relatiVes or close . friends but representativea of ‘the kolk-
hoz" in which' the mother. or father work. These- VISith one
after ‘andther, often. continye. for an entire“ﬁ smonth and even
1onger. “Guests bring presents, chiefly pies. pastries -and
other foods, -as well as wine. . The host and ‘Hostess cannot
be: urprepared: to . receive. any nnmber ‘of guests. for ‘they
tigt greet them,with abundant refreshments. Durins the
last three to .four years a. new custom has beoome quxte-*'*
popular in the Republie. of pubiicly celeorat;ng thie names
giving to a newly born‘child and acceptance:of‘the new meme
ber of :the community into the village ¢ollective,” "This -

* :golomm: moment received the title "vardu doshanas diena" -

(Naming Day),“or "bernibas. svyatki" (Childhood Holiday)e -
Miach ‘expexiencein’ carrying out. theae solemn ceremonies has
been gained in the Kuldigskiy: Rayon, wheie’ ‘they were carm
ried out in the rayon palace of culture, ag well as at the

- machinery' repair station and at several ‘kolkhozes. ' These

solemnities were well organiced in the TukuMskly Rayon: (par-
ticularly :in the fishing kolkhoz "Selga") as well as on-
fnmany kolkhozes and sovkhozes of the Valkskiy, Ergl'akzy.

1,-443- N 'i‘r".
5 < HEA, . . Sy e

G ',,,':9"'




Tsesisskiy, Autssikiy, Ruyyensk ciy, ?ehabpilﬁs y and other
rayons in the aepublic. Dates for holding the " ‘NChildhood
Holiday" vary, but it is’ preferable to hold it in the SUille
ver when there are many fiowers and the wéather is‘warms™
in wany rayouns it 'is uwade to coinclde seith the Internatione
2l Children Protéction Jay == 1 Junc.' It is ‘¢onceived to
be dedicated to thbse children who were “born during the
past year, but 1n view of the ‘fact that ‘it was introduced
not. long ago, in many ‘areas of the "Republic (particulariy
those areas where it is mow 'fi ‘vt being introduded) childe
ren are invited to join in the holiday ‘who weré borm in -
previous years: ‘in certain tases, dépendihg on: circum-
stances, the maximum age is '3 years, while in others wa .
. & maximuin age of 5 years is establmshed a8 an éxception.‘
In coming years, when these. hdlldays will’ becdme regularly
celebrated they. will dubracs” only those children which were
born in the current ‘year, It is interesting to note that,
._ses;des parents ‘and children, goaparents are also invited
to celebrate this holidy. svéen under modern: ‘conditionsy -
whereby children are not christened in church, ‘these pére .
sons have not lost their significance in. “the peasant's wAY
of life, but. their influence oxn. the children now has an’
entxrely different concen%ion-»themr duties ‘do not’ 1nclude
the inculcation of. rellgious conv:ctlons but a’ consolida-:
tion in the consciousness of the chxldren of standards of
socialist worals, Therefore they havée a special role also
for the communzty hollday 1n honor of namlng new members of
.the comunity. - N
., The organlzers ‘of the celebration take great palns.

_ to decorate the’ premmses where the ceremonies are to take
.place.‘ Usually this is. the vzllage clubd; and: SOmethes &

. the school. building. ‘The stage ‘and auditoriudm are’ decors
ated with greenerxy,. flowers and colorful signs, including
verses. and sayings by Latvian poets and writers -or. folk:
songs suitable to. the odcasion in content. Special xoats
are rxenared for the parents, chmldren and godparents in
. the aud;torxum. in front of ‘the stage or on the stages
These -are, usually wound around with garlands of greenery
or flowers. The principals of the" celebratxon are greeted
with music whon they. enter the club and a- speclal repertoirc
»lS learned by certain amateur: collect;vas (for ‘example,
cradle and children's songs). | The’ celébration begins w1th
the parents being congratulated by the- representatives of
. the kolkhoz, village Soviet, ‘gchool, etcs: They are wished
success in bringing up their children: to. become: full-fledged
members of ‘socialist soclety and they promise to lend as
much axd as possible from the collect1Ve. ﬂell-wishers
usually extend their wishes also to the’ godparénts, appeal-
ing to them to participate actively in the upbringing of

=10




theixr godchildren, . +« component part of ithe solemact is
the presentation to the children of special, faney cers =
tificates or comiueioration books ( “they are not ofw ’
ficial documents), in.which is written the name of the '
child, the ‘date of -the festivities and the name "0f the
collective which organized the festivities, A no less im= °
portant element is the moment when the children are en=
tered in the kolkhoz or village Soviet books (depending

on who organized the festivities), ‘A representative of
the village Soviet' (kolkhoz) usually .invites to his table

for: this not only the parents but the godparents; their '
namés are -also written in the book opposite the name of . -
the .child, in ordér’ that they might be made awaré of their -
responsihbility for his,upbringing."In*certain“areasg¢whénf‘
the date of the festivities coincides with the child's birthe
day .or -is close to it, during the festivities hisg official:
registration also takes places 1In such cases the mames
giving celebration becomes even more solemn and significant.,
As an afficial part of the celebration it is the acoepted - -
thing}to-toptqff thévfé§tivitiés by giving presents in-
honor of this day: A swmall amateur concert is a continum
ance of the festivities, 'Sgue collectives = where there
is .a comparatively small nigber of participants == have °
refreshments later, From personal cvbservations and from -
the ‘stories of many participants in sueh celebrations it ' -
is possible to make the conclusion that "name=~giving days"™
have'already-bacbmejquite‘pépular'ahd‘an*réébgnition‘ampngf
the rural population., For exampley it is significant that:’
in those areas where the childhood celebrations or majority
celebrations are still not organized regularly -or where
they have never taken place,the people “theriselves primarily
mothera, make constant requests addressed to 'village Sove
iets'énd?publﬁgjorganizationSth"hold”such*féStiViﬁiesfj'~'
It 418 also possSible to confirm that where these celebrae
tiont,afehalready”:qgularly'held'(annually)“fhey*play a
great positive role in forcing the church christening out
of peaéantslife;~.Statiatics'point“tb'this;*cax;ecfiVQ.** '

farmers also 'speak in the same vein., = _

L Still more’ popular amonig the workers of Latvia, 'ine”
clﬁding.Villégers;Ware;the‘r‘centlyvebtablished fma jority
celebrations™ (Pilrnigadibas svyatki)., These remarkable .- -
youth celebrations., the initiator of which was the Central

‘Komsomol Committeé of the Republic, began to be held in

1957 and during this short period of time attracted most

young people to participate in them, For example, in .~ -
Yakabpilsskiy Rayon majority celebrations began'to'be held
in 1958, and at that time more than 150 young men and wome
en took‘part‘inffham; in‘l959‘four{¢imesfas*many‘yoﬁngi*j*
people partiecipated in these celebrations; in the Dubenskiy
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Rayon emly 12 persons failed to participate in 1960 in the
wajority celebrations. These figures ‘have a direct re-.

lation to the question dealing with the freelng of youth
from under the influence of the churh. "have mentioned
above the active refusal of youth to be. conflrmed. The

new community celebration in honor of reaching one's
majority is forcing out of existence that out-moded rew=
ligious ceremony, and young men and women participating in
the celebration are that modern youth which has conscious
ly rejected the church. The "majority celeoration" is also
held during the summer months and often is made to coincide
with the. Soviet youth holiday, which is celebrated on the
last Sunday in June throughout the Soviet Unions In such
cases all young people participate in the various events.
organized for young people, npot only 18 year ‘olds, But

the center of attention on these days are the 18 year .olds,’
In many regions of the Aepublic it has become a tradition
to gather the young people who are reachxng the age of

18 during that year, several days before the celebratlon,
in the rayon centers, Lectu¥es on various subjects are . .
“read for the young men and wdtién; on the rights and oblim
gations of Soviet c¢itizenk o#f Communist morals, and talks
are given on the conduct Of: ybuth in society, on the fune .
damentals of a- healthy 1if'é and new Soviet songs and dances
are learned. They particlpate in athletic¢ contests. Often
meetings are organized during these gatherings between the
youth and old revolutionaries, leading members of kolkhozes
anc¢ enterprises, writersj) artisﬁs; actorsi The program
also includes the organizatigh 6f excursions throughout
the rayon and along tourist itineraries in the Republic,
movies and theatres,:

This many-faceted preparatlon for the day of reach-
ing majority arouses particular interest on the ‘part of
youth to this celebration, and the great majority of . -
young men and women await it with great impatience, on o
the day of the celebration, if it is being celebrated on
a rayon scale, the ceremonies begin with a solenn youth
procession from the gathering point to the celebration.
spot. The colorful file of young people attracts. the ate
tention of the local inhabitants, who gather at the beg1n—
ning of the celecbration along the streets of.the rayon
centers: the g;rls are in white dresses with baQuets of o
flowers and the young men -= in dark suits and white shirts,
in front of  them proceeds a wind orchestra Pplaying JOyfult,
marches and melodies, Representatives of the rayon Kome .
somol organization head the column, °1oneers, elder Komm
somol members, guests and parants await the column at the
entrance to the rayon palace of culture. . fter the convo-
cation of the ceremony the guests of nonor, seated in the
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4t is usual to plan a comrade

front rows of the auditoriwa, are warnly greeted by one

of the celebration organizers, ' Then the solemn cexemony
of handing out "majority certificates” bezinss The majs
ority certificates, introduced in the Republic on the ine.

itiqtive‘Of‘the-Komsomal-Centraiicomhiitéé} are welledee
sighed booklets with the name ¢f. the boy or girl, the date
he or she came of age and various wishes usually expressed
in verse;~?Gifts_areﬁpresentgd'tOgether with'the'cartifiu
cate, usually books. -After’ the ceremony of handing out. .
the certificates, the ydung people are greeted by repre=
sontatives of public crg&nizations,.pigueers,jcomradeﬂ on
the job, racquaintances, relatives. The guests of honor
receive masses of flowers, The entire celebration is per-
meated with ‘gaiety and joys Muasic comes from the adjoining
facilities;~WHich‘iS'plaYed»,With'folk'mélodies and songs.
of Soviet youth, and the entire solemn part of the celem=
bration~i3“cafriad’out“undé:utbg accompaniment of this
music, From time to time. Hlass songs are sung in the audis
torium: "My Native Land ib Bﬁo&d;"‘hbémocratichouthvBymn"
and others; they are sung by all the participants of the
celebration, infecting the older guests with thoeir youth- -
ful spirit. Sometimes-concéfté,fcarnivals;“athgletic cone
tests, torchlight processions, walks in parks. and other -
mass. types of recreation take place'Bomatimésfﬁiréctly.after
the sﬁlemﬁJpatt,ofPthe;célebratioh; in other cases w= in

the evening after B break.  The majority "celebrations are
held eitheér on'a rayon scale, and in this case the youth

is invited to the rayon centar), or om a village Soviet ' = .
scalé;,Whéfeythé“brganizersﬂof'thésghce}ébratignﬁ‘are pro=- = .
duction collectives of enterprisés, kolikhozes and sovkhozes .
as well as local institutiohs of learmning, 'In those arcas .-
vhere the all-rayon majority celebration is not held, 18 .
year old young men and women, celebrating the momentous
even® in their collectives, make a special endeavor later
to participate in the all-rayon Soviet youth celebratiom. - .
In content ‘the majority celebrat;ons;”organizéd‘by_kolkhozes~
of,other'prodﬁction,collectivés,_différwin,almoat nothing -
from the all-rayon celebrations,  lany guests gather for
them: they arrive from neighboring kolkhozes and schools, -
from Riga or otheér ¢ities and villages in the Republic,
with vhich thése collectives are comnected in production .
pr,publicabuitn:alslife;”[On the kolkhozes thesc celebrae=
tions are also held in a spirit of joy and gaiety, ' The
tone of the celehration;.thénks'toﬁthe'fact that all of its
participanfsﬂknow{edch,icthér_WélI and form a singls labor

collective ‘welded together writh friendshipy is distinguished

by partidular*warmth~and,sin¢erit#g it these celebrations

”;y_sqpper, thé greetings: and

%oasfsva{-vhich~are%dite¢ﬁéd thhQ;ngng,gémbergﬂofVthe;
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eollective who have reached legal adulthood, The date of
the coming of majority is, in addition, always celebrated’

. The relationship of the,ru:al’population to the
fact of the formation of a mnew family has changed basically
under modern conditidns.éxactly,theAsame as the ceremonies
connacted with this formation have changed, _Formerly in
the milieu of independent farmers,;the'£0rmation of a new
family was treated as a private affair of a few persons,’
ihile now in . conditions of Soviet and kollkhoz activities -
this event has acquired great community significance, and
the membérs of»thosevvillaga.001Leqtives"in'whichithe :
formation of a young family takés place ~do mot remain - .
apart from this processs They care'for'the=creation-o£ S
the necessary_material'conditions;forttheflife»of the new.
family}(if‘there‘ié,a'neceﬁsity}forjthis) (aiding their =
future household, housing construction, etc.), take active’
part in the preparations and hdlding"0f;fhe%wedding,vand“q’ :
often take upon themselves the entire rebpdﬁSibility‘ioxf;‘ .
organizing it. Theée'weddings,havé‘recéivea'theyﬁade of - -
public or Eomsomol weddings,: The'MarriageQcérémqhyﬂﬁffkélké»
hoz workers has become quite’ simplifieds ~Not only the .
church-&ervice_hasfbeen-dropped but"the“éuﬂfbmgaf . mariiage
brokers and agreement between the pariies on a dowry; the
wedding takes place now usually in one place instead of two -
s formerly;-at first'in_the'hpme of the bride's parents
anc then in the‘héme'of'the.grcom?s,parents¢ .1t now takes '~
place in the home wheré the newlyweds will live, . fPalking
with kolikhoz workers on their attitqdp*tdvardS‘thgﬂbr-”*- '
ganization.of:the.ﬁedding and writing_ddwn'thesritual of

modern weddings, we becawme - convinced that although it has -
been decided to.celebrateSthe;wedding-without~the.church o
ceremony, the organizers and participants nevertheless
attempt to observe many 01d‘folk;t;aditions,-combiningf'
them with new ones which have cropped up quite xrecentlys:

In the great majority'of>cases’the‘régisfration of the mare
riage takes place on the wedding Gay and is accepted &8s & -
constituent:partA‘f]the~entire»wgddingfceremony,_’On the
kolkhoz.of-the_DaﬂgavPilséfRdydp of the Latvian SSR we

came across. another system,.which.is th¢'following{"ﬂthe’"

registration of thb“marriage-takes”placeinohless,than'a“‘1
to 3 months before theuwédding;and'is'VieWedymo;efasfag'

unique engagement between the bride and groom, after which
the families officially announce,theﬁcomingfmarriage;:howa
ever, the young couple actually do nbt“yetagetamarried,and

are comsidered merely as engaged, for they continue to live
in the homes of their parents until the wedding .ceremony
They consider the marriage to: be congummated only after the

wedding ceremony is carried out. This also holds true for
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wedding ceremonies without & church cercsuony., - - -
" Jeddings are held year=round, but more commonly im

the fall and spring. The favorite day in the weelk is . .

Saturday (the eve of the reést day).  The wedding begins

in the evening hours. In cases whereby the day of the

varriage registration and ‘the wedding coincide, the bow-

ginning of thé soleum ceremony is the trip to the regise-
tration office, The wedding party leaves for the village

Soviet, where the marriage is registered soleunly. The

chairman and sceretary of the village Soviet .arrive for .
this purpose at the village Soviet in the evening, dressed -
up (in certain village Sov;ets*thﬁyfﬂbar”fplk\costumes); !
in many’village Soviets the. building iy decorated specially
for this purpose, young birch trees or firs are placed By .
the doors and the dhﬁirswfpx*the~youngicouple’are‘inter- -
woven with7garlands"bfﬂgreénérygﬂ~Tpa.yogag.cbuple arrives
for the registration of the marriagej accompanied by their
parent5nahd:a,large"grdup;5 _yaungféébpleiyoftén with musice
ians, agons and téaﬁsﬁig;hdfﬂeS-qféytsed.very:rarely now,
for they prefex motber§hicmes:b%#Vtaki.is‘now-usually ore
dered ‘from the .closest town for the young pair and sponsors,
or theyybprrbw;somebgﬂ&}s'privatéfautbmobileq¢ All the rest

ride on trucks furnished by the. kolkhozes, .. The motor vehicw

les are décorated with young birch trees (fir trees in the

winter), ”Thé,bride'anﬂ”gqumAare‘usudllyidressad in wede
ding costumes: the. bride in & white dress with bridal veil,
and .the grooi ébiinia'b#éfk,éuit'withﬂé”white,shirt and
light colored tie. If the wedding takes place far from .
the place of@pegistraiicn,fthé'partidipénts\in,the_cexemony
congratulate the young couple on. thé ‘spot in the village
Soviet;wthe,muSiciéné’plqyfaﬁfléurishg;tﬁé,already Prae

pared hosteéses10f£éf?théfy9ung.coup;efahd;guBSts-wine and .

pastry. Often congraﬁﬁlatéryﬂtelegramsfg;gysent-ahead of.
time for the. young coupleftq;the&villageﬁSOVietﬁqr-gifta-

are left héﬁeﬂfoﬁ?themi”ﬁThg,folldwipg{¢epemonies,‘whichv

pertain to ﬁbé‘waddiﬁg"fi#ﬁpla;conﬁaiﬂfmahy‘traditiqnal v
features. The wedding pd?tyaﬁagaily”méeta ohstacles, in
the road in the. forin of closed gates and similaxr’ hindrances..
and it is necessary to 'pay" to-overcome them, Thesa ob= -
stacles are often’'set up in front of the gates of the house
vhere the"wedding:parfY[is'headed.V“The'young couple, are
riving‘after_tbe;marriangis registered to the, home of the
bridegroom's parents (or ‘to the home where the wedding
ceremony is to take-place) is met on the threshold by
the parents with the “bread and salt® (it is replaced by .
picces 6f’paépry)andfwine;:flThe:bride‘prpsent5~gift§ to -
the future fatherw<inelaw and motherein-law before entere
ing the house, as well as to the husband's close relatives




{in soime cases these gifts are handed out later, after the
wedding feast)s The wedding feast usually lasts two days:
Saturday and Sunday. weddings- whereé old traditions are
maintained have the "Mighoshana! ceremony (the bride's ' -°
headdress == the wreath == is removed and replaced with -
the- headdress of a married woman =~ a kérchiefy sometimes
& flower is placed in the hair instead of the kerchief), .

A prominent place at weddings aven now .is" given over to .
competitions in witticisms and songs by both' parties ww .-

 the bride and groomi This is‘quite“widegpréad°iﬁ Latgalkiya.
"It is interesting to note the principle of inviting ‘guests,
~vhich has changed in comparison with past usage, - The- ¢ircle
‘of guests has widened considerably, = not with -the addie
tion 'of more relatives; but with cbmradés'on'thé'jbbﬁ(fdr
example, members of the bame brigade) and representatives
-of ‘the members .of the k6lkhoz and the village., Nowadays
‘it is possible to hear such vords as tour ‘brigade had-a

: weddingi"u*KamgQMQl_Or‘publié‘w§ddings“ére'held usaally’”
4in3£he-kdlkhoz-clubmﬁuilﬁiﬁg§,[ﬁalé@eS'of’cultdfe“or in

' schools (if -the kolkhoz dges not yet have a cluble -The-

" yituil of these weddings also includes many old folk tra-
“ditions; in.addition, the initiative of the young people

-~ is menifested in. searching for and carrying out various:
‘new cercionies, chiefly of a joking nature. “Thése weddings
ake particularly well attended w= Mcelebrated by the ene
tire kolkhoz" as: can be  heard oftem abbut Xomsomol wed-
dings.  The. greatest combination of ' old folk traditions
with new customs takes place at funerals, and it is dur=

" ing these cercmonies that certain Iocal features mdintain
‘themsélves most stecadfastly. 'The deceased is immediately
washed, clothed and is- left in bed until‘a coffinm is o

" purchased or built, and the deéceased 18 ‘covered over with

" a sheet. The following day. he is placéd in the casket.
From here om.customs differ,. Throughout most of -Latvia
the easket is carried. out of the house to -one of the'ocut=

buildings: a shed; the barm,, cellar. This is cleaned out,

emptied of superfluous objects and decoratéd with fir
branches. The coffin is placed on a low pedestal (for
example, on. stools). covered with a homespun blanket and
‘they close the casket. They keep the deceased’in this
* menner, as a‘rule for at least a week until the funeral
is prepared, —-Juring all this time almost nobody enters
the premises and no.one renders homage to the decgased
(they check only to .see, that the deceased do¢s not begin
" to "go bad.") . In the Eastern regions of Latvia=Latgaliya
the decéased is kept in.jhe'hoqse,fiswnot41éft¥aloneuand
“ is buried obligatorily .on the third day. R
o Attenddnce at a funeral is by invitation only, . which
is accepted as a sign of respect. The choice of guests,
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including relatives. is made in consideration of the ree
lations between the guest and the deceased, . a8 . well as
with the members of hzs family. HNow attention is also _
devoted to the labor or public collective w1th'which the _ .
deéceased was connected: ‘his comrades in production oxr - ..
public work are invited to ¢he funeral. 4t many funers ..
als kolkhoz musicians are also present and. sometimes a
chorus, - The -funeral ceremonhies begin, according to trads
ition,during the afternoon, and the buridl takes place at
sunset, All guests come to the: hone of - the deceased with
flowers or. wreaths and place ‘them on the casket, 4 medl
usially.follows, -after which all go outside and approach
tle. tasket -one by one to bid farewell to the deceased,
The tentral figure in the écremony from thls moment on is
the "conductor  of the decéased.® In order to carry out
such an honorable role, thé relatives invite omne of the.
most eloguent and authoritative .local. people, preferably .
a man (cases are known whereby womeﬂ vere inv:ted)o Often
the choice falls on .a teacher. This person gives a speech
before the.procession leaves. the. yard of the deceased. and )
once .again at the cemetory by the grave, before. the caak-
*.et:is lowered, ~In both cases the orator relates the .
earthly -journey ol the deceased and describes.nis ‘merits. .
Processions of trucks have become guite common foxr funerals.
But elderly persons usually arrange to be carriesd to their
‘last resting place by horse .. ‘The - ‘special -orator lsads the
procession., .If they 1eave for the cemetery on- truch s, he
ig. given 8- seat in the cab, of the truck which is carrying
the qasket. After they arrive at the cemetery the casket
is opened once .aagain and the proceaure of’ taklng leave
of the deccased.is carried out: the orator speéaks his last
word, certain of the guests give farewell spaeches, the.
chorus sings a few songs. suitable to tha occasion and the .
orchestra strikes . up a mournful meébdy. - The ‘orator asks
that  all bid farewell to the deceased and: the casket is
lowered. into. the grave,. which is . covered on the bottom and
the 'gides with b;rch boughs, and the caslkaet is covered with
“a blanket, = JZach of the guests. ‘throws three. handfuls of. dxrt
_~~on the lid of the coffin:saying: MLight sandi®
L:.. . .. After the goffin is buried the guests approach the
‘grave with wreaths and say a few morxe farewell words to the
‘deceased,. placing wreaths on ‘the grave. - Then the relatives
i offer wine and .bread. to the persons gathered together with
.a request to pray for the deceased., The guestu thereupon
‘depart for the home .of the deceased, where. the traditional
‘. meal is held., dIverywhere except in’ Latgaliya various types
‘of ‘entertainment are allowed. at funerals. One often hears
' that the deceased loved gaiety, songs and music and asked
that the funeral be a gay. occasion.d New: phenomen~~ in this
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arez include public funerals organizmed by village Soviets,
kolizhoz directorates and publi¢ organizations. Those people
who possessed 51gn1flcant revolutionary, public or DIroe
duction merits are buried in this manmer, .The casket with
the body of the deceased in such cases.is placed in the vile
lage palace of culture, and an honorary watch is set up
around the casket; a funeral méeting is helds &4 great
mimber of local inhabitants participate in the funexal: -
the members of kollkthozes in the wvicinity, the village ine
telligentsia and school pupils, - Completing the descr1ntion
of modern cusbms and ceremonies, we still must acquaint .
the reader- with the still-forming ssoular. caremony which is
dedicated to the memory of persons deceased., Je mentioned
above the wishés of the rural popﬁiatlon which have -been,
expressed pore and more often in past years to remove the
rellglous signiflcance from the tradition of collective.
vigits to the gravés-of lovéd bneés on certain days,  Line
swering  these wishes, some vlilagv Soviets and puo11o O
ganizations in the: kolkhezes of Latvia decided to take
the initiative in their own hands and hold speciel days

in memoxy’ of the deceaséd. [For. example, here:'is what hapw
pened on one of these days at one of the village cemeteries
offt?e' Yekabpllsskiy Reyon (selpllssk*y V111age Soviet,
1959 .

‘The preparations for - tnis day were made by the de~
puties of the village Soviet, representatives of the Party
and Komsomol organizations of the Selpilse kolkhozes and:
tzachers, Local citizens vere informed ahead of time. of
the coming event and the new content of the ceremony.: ;
The initiative on the part of the village civic leaders .-
was quite popular among workers, kolkhoz members and:the
village intelligemtsia. - Long before the day 6651gnated o
for honoring the deceased they claned up the graves of
their loved ones, planted flowers, and scattered sand on
the paths, Many people gathered on this day at the ceme=

_ tery w= many more than during the religious services which
had beenr held during previous years., -The chairman of the
village Soviet led the ceremonies, In a short speech dirwe
ected to his fellow villagers, he appealed to them to hone
or the memory of their loved ones and friends who had found
rest in the old Selpilse cemetery. The school superintende
ent, who had worked for many years -in Selpilse. and who Iknew
the majoxrity of ‘local towrispeople quite well, gave a moving
speech after this, ' She reminded them of the difficult days
during the 1905 revolution and spoke out the names of the
‘'revolutionaries now resting in the Selpilse cemetery..  The
orator had many warm words for the untimely demisge of the
young and talented composer, Peter 3arison =« a native of
the Selpilsskiy volost. < ‘The kolkhoz orchestra played beautie
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ful meoldies: compésed by himjover his grave. The orator
devoted’her“spéQCh@gasb_towmany.averagq¢pgop;e;apd.aqtiau_ .
vists of the'nansqcialisystemAwhcihadaleftvbehind a.good .-

memqry&'gOheAdffthé;fo#merﬂyartidipadts¢af the Iomsomol .
undérground betwesn 1920 and 1930, who was present -at the ..
cemetery, devoted his spacch to the former inhabitants of . "
the vol ost.who hed given .their 1ifé in the fight to resm
tore Soviet power in Latvia: ;The joint ‘chorus of the . . ...
Selp;léeakolkhozqé;sangxman?ybeautiful Latvian songs. Theé ' .
suqsts“placéddwrgayhs"éndxgaflandsﬁbfﬁfIQWersHon;thesgrav¢§;3

of'thé‘rgvolutionaries‘andﬁciviéﬁfigqrés'aﬁ:Siléilgeq .

Tﬁefopinion'vaided'by“the&gfeatkmadority*Qfg$e;pilsenpgopié}}
on’ the new rituesl of"the'day*in:hbnorvof‘they_déceaseﬁgig“‘ 
reflacted in.the words which sooh appeared in the rayon =~ -,
newspaper;Q“"rba;pastorSrhave‘nbthingjmore*to’do;"~u‘ A
(" o e o Macitjam vairak naw ko .darit" [Vriva Sau ava, .
18;§ngust,1959q9$"Iﬁhl959g"aloh@ﬁi@ggthe,new,sﬂm TT . cerewm
moény dedicated*t_'théamemoryf¢ftthé7dé¢égseﬁ;,a'religious SR
"kapu svyatki' took: place in’ the same gemetery.  However, .
on this day only a few old women: gathoercd at the K cemeterys .

In 1960 thé "day to honor the memory of the deceased" was ‘.
held once again the S:1lpilae cemetery ac¢ording to the' secular
ritual and;'as.thegprevibus]yéar;:thg{majofity o£ the locals
were present, ,pgg;ggqthaarast'thVygérshgivilg¢@rempnies3§
honoring the memory of ‘decedsed began to be held at many: ..
othqr‘vfllagéxdf:gﬁeries,whéreﬁthéykahsd*apxxaqxed:a_largé'
numberfofmparticipants‘VAIt'iSﬂquitequssiﬁlgmthatuingthe P
next few years the -old religious: ceremony of praying for . ..

e

tha"deéeased,will“die]ouihqdmpletely'iﬁ*thggaqpub;igﬁ 3,ﬁ\5;3

Characterizing the complicated process of the. rural pepum .- .
lation moving away from religion and the replacing of .0ld - . .
religious ceremonies which have lost their significance .
and meaning, . new ceremonies and celebrations which are
suitable to the new way of life and confirming the materiale
istic attitudes- of the people, it is necessary to stress

that churchmen are by no means indifferent to this, Some of
them (only a few for ‘the time being) as a result of; tremendous
inner struggle, are changing their forumerbeliefs and axe ..
making the transition to the position of atheism; others ...
(they,still,cqmprise\aﬁmajdrity)-are.endeavoring to hold -
the population under their influence with all.the means at
their commande. .5 oL oo Ty e
. - During regent years ten churchmen in the IRcpublic. . .
hévé”pﬁblicly.tékenjfohtbewclothﬂGCatholicupriethJfpasé;;”
tors;aﬂd;BaptiSt1miﬁisters).;-The,mbtivés“causing_them‘to;
do this]Were;élearly;révealed”inwthéglétter’by;former pastor
Ol'gerd Robezhniyék; who served.four parishes in the Yalabm
pilsskiy Gayom during recent years:: In-the letter, which .
was ﬁubliéhedfih”théfra?onmnewspaper,.helwxites'that after:




20 long years of serving the church he overcame his inner
doubts with great difficulty and now has come to Ismow the
genuine truth of life, Becowming decisively convinced of
the lack ‘of -foundation of ‘religious dogma, he no-longer: . .. .
intends té propagandize -and-defend it, "I dontt'want to.- ..
spend -one more -day of my life:-as a priest,’ he writes.’ SN
"I want to-do -something useful for society." -In his 1et-:wb,“
ter, ?obazhniyek speaks of  the inercasing atheism’ among -

the masses, Ho‘lng tiie active-exodus of the population -

from réligiony he writes that the church- ‘has maxntalned &
certain sipnificancde only ‘for &.small number of persons of .
the older-geénerations, as well as those few representatmves
of youth. who -still are under the . influence of the backward::
views of their parents, “*But I have moticed mors and mors
often," he 'stresses| “"ithat the balievers themaelv.s were -
not truly religious pebple} for they appealed to religion . -
at best for the sake: of d%sarvmnv old traditions which they
themselves had not” endeavarsd to replace by something elses™
"I could:not. help but . see;," he continued, Wihat it is the .
youth;  to which“the future ‘belongs, -which is leaving the .
church, attracted by those broad perspectives which are:
being-opencd up  £for it by modern life., ‘' The church .is. .
superfluous in this life, -and the worl of -the clergy is .not
only)uﬂneceséary, but harmful." (Brxva uauqava, 23 October
19590 el

“Cases of representatives of the dhurch aenouncing
the cloth cause strong reaction among the rural populace. :
as well as among clerical circles., Former Catholic priest: -
Sveysalinek, now lecturer of the Society for the Jissemie’
nation of Scientific and Political Lnowledge of the Late
vian SSR, déaling with this question-in his lecture, stated‘ ’
"Fanatic Catholics,: learnlng of my public denouncement, S

attempted to convince their followers: that the antieChrist ..
had settleéd within me, ' But many of them, including my . = @ -’
forwer flock) understood me and approved my decision, I . o°
received many letters, from which I see that ny break with ..
religion has shaken the faith of formerly religious people::'ﬂ
or has'led them toward atheism.," (Frowm a lecture by Iveymw - .
salinek, read in 1959 in the Yakabpilsskiy Qayon Palace of .
Cultufé fwritten Gown by me. wm- author]).1 -

‘The renunciation ‘of "the church by the DOV miieN=
tloned pastory Robegzhniyelk; met the approval of: the great:
majority of the inhabitants of the" Yekabpllsskly Rayon, :
known even earlier for their advanced views, in particular: '
this was refleeted in the fact that a group of former pare
" ishioners of the Selpilse ‘church: submitted a reguest to
the village“Soviet that the church be closed, .shortly. after
his reununciation. Opposition to the growing athedisni, .~ .
shévh by the Lutheran and Catholic: churches is manifest»d

£ ©

- =20="




in varicus forms. ' In the above dase a new and more 'rew
liable" Pastor was designated for the aboveementioned

parishes of ‘the Yekabpilsskly;Rayon. ‘One of hiss first
endeavors'was that of aempting to" halt the closing of

the Selpilseé church. 3By. 1nd1v1dua1 agltatlon.amonw the .

more backward-inhabitants. he was able to force ths pere
sons -who had*submitted the nejition . to’ close the church,

to withdraw this petition. A short time later, in order

to strengthen the position of rellglon, the bishop hime _
self came to the Selpilsskiy church to’ cenduct a solemn 4V¥;Q”
church sérvice,: However, his appearante ‘did not: cause a! "
sensatioh and the ‘crowd which gathered from ithe eptirs large.
district Was -éxtremel A
the ‘aboveé fzets . that there is a- altter ideological strug—n“‘~

BN

gle going 6n ‘afound- these problems,.’ We might add othex - A

tsmalle It is already ev;aent from e

facts whith dre known:to us, pointing out ‘the intrxgues car;rﬁfﬂ,

ried out by thexmen in.-the. ser#1¢e of the church in.order:
to maintaifi” their. influences | Fot example;. these, include
obvious” tiﬁe~sérving py<churcﬁmen in ‘determining the age.
of young' people inaerder: to g9 through cohflruatxon,with
the Lutherans 6it'to..talke, thc gacrament with the. Cayhollcs.;j“ﬂ
Observations shiow: that whare gertaln events take place, e
these ceremonles, ‘estalhlishéd for addolescents and: y¢un5
nen and women, are lheld now at a considerawly eéarlier: agejf
and at moments <tvhen: the: ch&ldren are connected lqast wifh
school (f£6r’ example, during the sumier vacation,. during’
the transition from one.school to another; from, ine. grammar‘h
school to the Payear.school, ox immediately: after comple-f o
tion of the 7hyear-school) or while children of the, youngp
est age’ Catevory have not. yet Jjoined the ranks of: the p10~
neerxr organlzatlon, and-older children == ‘the. Lomsomol. The
churchmen attempt -to exercise ‘influence on the- ¢h11dren by
means of their parents,: and “thHere. are ones .who attempt fo
use threats and force: quar the influence of the,church on\
children who refusae: to -garry out religious rites, vIn one “j“'
of the rayons of ithe thvian SSR, for- example, we. qame e
across a fact:whereby. a kolkhoz worker mothey. drove, her
ll-year old son .out:ofi:the home due to the fact tha% he”
refused to go to c¢hurch. .and entered the ' pioneer or"anlza-
tion. The intercession.of the school and the: v1llagu
Soviet were requlred in.order to convince. the. mother of the
ergo€ of her: ways. (uatqrials of the Baltlc Dxpeditlon,
1960), Con Dl wd

' Certaln repregentatives of “the church even go so far
as to intimidatéebollovars. . e Catholic priest: ~.a1nysh,
of the Likshenskiy (Dauganxlse Rayon’)-acted in this way
until recently.. ‘In his;sermons he threatened: the £a1thful
with fire and brimstone. for pon—attcndance at. church and for
refusing to christen chmldrun 1n church. He resorted to ine

.
‘..
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dlviuual 1nfluence ‘O ! the faxthful for‘greatyr conv1ncing-
nesse. Cnce he called .in a- feuale kolkhoz worker from the
"Dzimtene" kolkhoz and threatened that if ‘she did not bring
in her children for: first’ sacrament thdae woula be no-one
to bury her and har*dhildren at the cemetery. The frlght-
ened woman, ' the- conscience of whom' wasg’ completely in the -
power of. religious wmysticism,  soon’ brought heér chlldren to
the church. . (iaterials of thé  Baltic Expédition)e .. . .
411 of :this points to the fact that problems of
freeing a certain part-of the population from the. 1nf1uenpe
. .9f . the church; the.overcoming of" rellgnus surv1Vals ‘and..the
"formatlon of- athelstxc ‘attitudes require’ constant, and une.
stlntzng attention. Taking this into con51d~rat10n, the
Ripublie publiec organizations are 1mprov;ng tnevmethocs
.end. content of . sc;ent;flc-athelstlc propagandas An. each
‘local group . of . the sogiety for the disscuination . of Coee
polltlcal and-scientifdc knowledge in the Republlc secq_ga
tions are baing foraed for éazentlfléuathelstlc propaganda.
During. the past few years the number of lectures given on
sclﬁntlflcnaﬁhelst Suhjebté Has increased ccnsiderably¢
In content these lecturds have become more purposeful and. .
they include also. conckete materials charadterizzng the.‘,
acts ‘of local churchmen -and sdctariansi S#sidss ieétuﬂés,
the propagahaa of . .scientific~-atheist v1ews isg carrmed out
by hpldzng talks,: guestion and answer sessions, deoatys,
.exhlalts, specially. organized evenings and chemical’ eXe.. 5,¢
perlments are. carried out in-order to expose var10u5~,
"mlracles" of..the church, etc. ‘Wle should note that the oy -
inierest of the rurail. population . is growing notlceaoly in.
all of these measures,as well:as believers. The audlences
always contain.a smaller or larger group of bellevvrs or ..
those who are wavering in their religious’ bellefs. ‘Some .
of them often .argue sactively -with the organlzers of . these .
evenlngs and obvlously do mnot wish to’ capitulate, whlle
others receive new: seientific information from these o
lectures,. whlch .aids them-din. freelng “themselves of relmglous
views, lany -of them subsequently tell the organlzers about
this either in letters oxr orally.’ In view of this we s
should mention .the :large~scale ‘and many-facet 4 work car-.
ried out by the.teachers and students of the Daugavpllse .
Pedagogmcal Institute. . On their initiative a ‘celub of SR
milittant atheists has been forimed at the institutg, which
has. become one of -the: rayon's chief centers for sclentiflc-.
atheist propaganda.: (See Klub Voinstvennykh htelStOV.
[Club of Militant Atheists i ' s -
: ~The initiative shown by the workers in’ creatlng '
new non-ryllglous ceremonies and ¢celebrations has drawn. .
increased. attention on the parti-of the population of" the
Latv1an SSR, E¥*perience in organizing these new solemm

-
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ceremonies is being studied and ebsorbed in the Republic (See the
Pamphlet by As Serdants: Sadzivel Jaunas Tradicijas, Riga, 1958).
These questions are the subject of discussion at spscial confer-
ences organized by the Komsomol Central Committee or suitable
departments of the Latvian SSR Ministry of Culture, Local ethno-
gravhers, specialists in folklore, musicians, poets, and writers are
enccuraged to partieipate in these sessions, The Republic and rayon
press announce new celebrations or "memorial days® being held in the
various areas of the Republic, The personal observations of the
author of the process of forming neéw customs and ceremonies, as well
as acquaintance with various materials of sessions-devoted to the ..
discussion of these problems, as well as with the press, testify to
the fact that there are many unsettled questions, but on the whole
the activities of theé Latvian publiec organizatlions heading a large-
scale movement for the formation of nonw-religious forms of everyday

1ife are deserving of universal approvals
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WORK OF THE USSR ACADEMY OF SCIENGES TNSTITUTE OF
| OF ETHNOGRAPHY IN 1960

[Following is the translation of an article by Ve Ae
Aleksandrov, Sovetskaya etaografiya (Soviet Ethno- =
Agraplixy.), ‘Moseow, No 2, Marche Kp’rﬁ 1961, pages 110~
115.

n 1960 the USSR Academy 6f Sciencés (AS) Institute of
Ethnography, directed by thé resdlution by the CC of the Party
#Party propaganda under cdnteémporary conditions,” endeavored to
a maximum decrée to bring the scientific research conducted by it
toward Communist construction in practice, to Jjoin more closely its
activities with the most vital problems of historical science, in
accordance with the tasks of academic scientific institutionss In
particular, in 1960 the Institute stepped up its work on studying
spiritual culture, the development of new attitudes among the peow
ples of the USSR and the overcoming of religlous and domestic
survivalse As in the previous year, the scientific research done
by the Institute concentrated, in accordance wtih the Seven Year
Plan, around the most important spheres of activity: 1) a study
of the processes of change of the soclal-domestic and cultural
way of 1life of the peoples of the USSR in the epoch of transition
from socialism to Cormunism; 2) research on ethnic processes
taking place in our country, primarily the forming of soclalist
nations, as well as a study of the process of nation forming under
conditions of a colonial system and in the newly formed soverelgn
states; 3) the working out of problems dealing with the origin of
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pen end the history of primitive society. 1In its research
the Institute, as in previous years, endecavored to couwbine
the, preparations of generalizing collective works, indie

vidual wonographs and ‘collections of subject watter, cone

 sisting of winor research projects. In the course of 1960

the Institute completed 28 Works, 21 of which were pub=

. lished. . For the problems reflecting the study of proccsses

' Characterisfic for¢our,mba?fnfdge}fthé'zhstitute in its

expedétiban opefationB;hmbfébing'théfRSFSR (the Central
EurquanfSeCtiph;QNdrthbrﬁKkWQ§S$&' the Urals, Siberia)l
and the Union Tepublics of Central i.sia, expanded its re=

.. search not only territorially (in parxticuylar, in Siberia

and the;xalmyk‘assR)if'iﬂfthé'aim“df creating comprehen=

sive wori the Institute conducted ethriographic studies not

.. of individual Units (kolkhozes, sovkhozes, villages, set-

tlements; citiss), but of various population strata of.

' entire rayons and, in sevsral cases, oblasts and krays.

' of the Institute

The practical significance of the expcditional ‘d¢tivities
‘was wanifest:d in the great intersst in

... the work of the éxpeditions on the part of local Party

and Soviet organs..

" Cn this subject basi¢ attention was devoted in 1960
to two probleias =e "cultural~doi:estic changes audng the
peoples of the USSR during theé period of accelerated con=

. struction of Coimunism" and . "the forming of socialist

f&,patiqnshand'tpéirfde?elbpmént*dﬁriﬂ@;thé”period of the
" accelerated building of Coununism," The expeditional
.. work in this direction was carried out by the personnel

'y

of the Complex Expedition (headed by Terent'yeva), the

,antrai'ggiab'EthhogfaﬁhiﬁjfhéédgdhbyLxé?my$heva), the
Northern,(héédedjby;D?l@ikﬁ)}f#béfﬁa;pigf(héaded bﬁ%rent'yeva)
_ and to soue.degrse by thé Tuva (héaded by rotdpov), and

.thefnhorézw'(headéd”gy'Tplét¢v)rarpﬁébl¢gicalééthﬁogfaphic

expeditions, as well &s the rrut=imester Combined Expedi-
tion. The Combined Zipedition, for’ the study of changes in
the social-cultural way of life of the peoples’of the '
USSR during the period of tramsition from socialism to
Communism in the field scason of 1960 worked in 15 detache
ments, eight of which studied the Russian population, three
-~ the pzoples of the Cancasus,’ the riemiaining ones == the

" Belorussians, Karelians, Laluyks and Buryats. /e ‘should

mention = the significance of the work done by the adygey
detachment, which collected materials on the subject "cul=~

. ture and way of Life of the kolkhoz peasantry of the Adygey
autonomous region," the Western detachment, which studied

the culture and way of life of the Belorussians and the

" Polish populatiok in the Grodnenmskaya and Brestskaya oblasts

» ¥ . .

' of the Belorussian SSR, national inter=relations in the

' past and present, The incipient project on studying the
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Russlan population of Vestorn SIJvrla is also a source of
great interesti

" Interesting and necessary work in attracting stuaents
from the upper grades into ethnographlcal worl was done by
the detachment studying the, life of the workers of Sormova
and Vyksa (Gor'kavakaya oblast).v This ‘detachment was made
up of wmembers of ‘the Young Travelers and . xzplorer's Club
of the Mbskyqretskiy rayon. of the city of lioscow, The re=
sults of this work:will aid in Ancorporating elements . of
etqnographlwﬂ.scignce into the school ‘system.. thachments
of the Central Asian and Khorezm Expedztlons worked in
many . kolkhozes of turkmenlya; Xara=Xalpakiya and Uzbekise
tan, gathering matqrial which testifiéed to the new phenome=
en: . which are taking placé in the present-day 1lifc of the
kolkhoz workers of Central Asia, on the dying out of the
survivals of famzly-trloal peculmarltles among the . Uzoeks
and Turkmena, bn tHe processes of the merging of small
ethnographic groups with large soczallst xnations, In or-;
der to study the modern culture and way of life of the
kolkhoz peasantry of.:Central «sxa, stationery. oppratlons
were conducted also in several kolkhozes ("Kommunisn®'
in Samarkandskaya oblast, Uzb:ak SSR, kKolkhoz imeni laxim
Gor''kiy of the Turtkul‘ska.y rayon of the Kara=Kalpak 4LSSR),
The basic task of the Northern ~,:r.}ped:i.ti.onﬂas in prucedlng
years consistad in the comprehen81v study of ths conte
porary status of the peoples of the North, Aheir nlstory
anc culture == .with the aim of’ aia*ng in ‘working out
sp~c1f1c measures for. ‘the furtner igiprovemeént of the e¢=’
onomy and ¢ulture of these peoples and improvement 1n_ff

- thedir eVeryday Yife.. In._ the above expeditionary studles

members of the Belorussian SSR. LS ‘Insgtitute of. Ethnography

~ the irasnodaxr Pedagogical Institute, the USSR A4S Institute
.0f Russian Literature (Pushkin House), the Aidygey Scien=

‘ tlflc Research Institute, the uostroma ‘Oblast wuseum, etc,,
took an ‘active part.: Particular attention should be

devotasd to the initiative of the USSR 4AS Institute of the

. History of the Arts in: formlng a combined expedition for

studying folk art of the peoples ‘of the USSR; the first

- successful experiment. done by this expedition was. a study
made in the Erans—Baikal oy the Institute of the Hlstory
of the Artsg jointly with the Instztute of Dthnography..
On the whole, the study of the modern day in 1960 occu=
.pied the most important place. in the field expedltlonal
work of the Institute of Ethnography, The materials gathe
ercd by the expedxtaons made it possible for the. Institute
ito lend practical aid to several govvrnment 1nstmtut10ns,
partlcularly the RSFSR Ministry of Health we in the matter
of improving health conditions for the aboriginal POpPU~
lation of the North,  the. Instxtute of Labor of the USSR

. e




L}

Council eof linisters Ctate Committee w~= on questions of
labor and wages, in solving certain problems of displac=
ing national labor resources and making use of thelr work
haolts, etce '

.0f the - works which’ Wera publ*shad in 1960 on the
above proolems, we. shoulg’ flrSu of all mention the monow
graph” by Terent'yeva "the kolkhoz. peasantry of Latvia"
and the collection’ (edited by Dolgilkh) "iodern Econoiiy,
Culture and .Jay . .of- L1f° of the linor. Peoples of the
Noyth," The momogiaph' by Terent'jﬁva is the result of
ysars -of . field @nd arichive research by the author and
is the flrst modern ethnographical study of the Latvian -
people, LIt examines ‘from the historical aspect’ the tradie

day.respect. which have taken place. in Latvia during the

ted to.the. modern ecohomy ;. cultural and rural life'of the
winor peoples of the North is' the first publication in re=
cent years which, on the basis of materials furnished by
the Northern. Lupedition, nges a. deta;led characteris 1c ‘

. of the.Buttesses of socxalzst cqnstructlen among: many
peoples of the Far North. 7In’ 196q a monograph by 'Gurvich

.nitlonal branches of ecbnomy of tha Latvian peasantry and the
 tremendous changes ifi a ‘Bocialeeconomic, cultural and every

_years. of Soviet authorlty. "‘The dollection which is dedica=

.and Kuzakov, "The Koriak ﬁatlonal.ORrug“-was puclished, cone
taining rlch.hlstoric-ethnographlcal and statistical=economic

material, reviewing the past and present of the peoples.

populating: the Korial National okrug and outllnlng futuré“;

devalopment of the Okrug.

7 0f the projects completed dn. 1960 which refloct the
roolums of the present day, we should mention the collection
"Rellg;ous Survivals hwmong the Peoples.of the USSR and lMeans

of .Cverconing Them"‘(directed by. irivelev), in which on’

an ethnographicakl, chxéfly field, materials basis, still " B

existing: (Ru531an, ‘Latvian, Chuvash, the peoples of ‘the
Far .Fast and the Far- North) various forms of religious

survivals:are ‘examined, in éach individual case an explana=
tion, dis given of the' reasons for tholr existence and illue -
mination ig.given' to theé’ processes of forming -a nonhrelig-;

ious way of  life. - A‘great achievement ig the: completlon»wt

and publication’ of ‘the’ genéral work "Peoples of Central

Lsia and Kazakhstan'(edited by Tolstov, Abramzon, Vhdanko;if

Kmslyakov) and ":eoples of thecmumwuw‘u of ' the ‘''Peoples,

of the iorld," series, written on the basis of all precade

ing works of. the Institute on this subjects These volumeS‘

are. the. flrst in ‘the history of ethnographical science

which are basic- works giving ethnographic characteristics.
of the multienational population of Central Asia, Kazczkhstan,

the Cecuctsus .on: a broad ‘historical . background, and the

great. . changes in the social-economlc and cultural life of"‘

RS
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these pesples after the Great Ovtober Sotialist Revoluw
tion are described, Eacdh of the above volumes consists of
two parts; the first part of the volume ~ ‘Peopnle s of the
Caucasi =~ 'seoples  of the North CaucasusT  (edited by
Lavrov, Nersesov, Xosseén, Khashayev) has baen published,
These books, as other volumes previously published of $he
"Peoples of the World" series include detailed informawm
tion on the origin and ethnic history of the peoples;
their economy and way of life,. Special attention is de=
voted to characterizing the processes of forming socialist
nations and the p%écesses}of ethnic consolidation, the paths
- of the national development of the peoples being describedy
~after the victory.of whe Gr:at October Socialist Reyolution.
These works were trecated by the Institute in close coopera=
tion with the Adddemies of .Sciences and other scientific
institutions of the Republics of Central /sia and the Cau-
.CI8 8, The‘Expeﬂition;projecta‘qn'problems,connected_with
ethnogenesis and ethnic-history. = ' ‘were ‘done in 1960 by
the Khorezm - Archeological-Ethnographical, Central asian
£thnographical, Tuva Combined Archeological-Zthnographical,
North and Baltic Expeditions.. In addition, people from the
Institute worked of the Prut-Dnestr Combined Archeological=
- Bthnographical Lxpedition, .. The Khorezm E.pedition (headed
by Tolstov), which included ten detachments, pursued two'
-goals, On the one hand they.continued the years of study on
the history of ancient  XKhorezui, which embraces a tremendous
chronolozlical period ==~ from the necolithic age to the middle
- ages, During‘ the course of this worlk excavations were come
~pleted of the late Celteminar post of Kavat 7 (end of the
third, beginning of the second mik¥lehium B,C.) which is

the first excavated monument ef this time and furnishes
important material for studying the economy, culture and
social system of the ancient population of the southern
Aral,region;‘cOmpleted,algq ‘were studies of an interest=
ing monument of Khorezm of the archaic period (6#-58 cen-
‘turjes 3,C.) -~ the rural settlement of Dingiltdzhe, which
furnished valuable material on the history of architecture
and construction, on the econouy and material culture of
Khorezm of the early slave~holding epoch.. The second im-
portant item in the expedition's work ifas the study of the
history of the steppe tribes, the so-called barbarian world,
wiiich was territory bordered along slave~owning Khorezm

and was in close economic and cultural contact with it.
‘These projects were carried out’ in the South of the Kzyl-
Ordynskaya oblast of the Khazak SSR, where previously be-
gun excavations of the town of Chirik-Rabat (6#-2nd cen=
turies 3,C,) «= the capital of one of the Sachs tribes
(Apasiak) continued, and excavations were completed on a
monumental round burial structure -~ the tomb of the Apasiak
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chiats. «Wﬁékﬂuantinae&”én'ths~o*‘ar=ccmplex.cﬁ,A@aéiékymdna

uments ee Babigh&ﬁulla”{4#-2hdvcentnriea;B.,Qg),;whéréwlgrse
squares of a citadel and liwing guarters have.been uncovers

ed, Finally in the basin of the dry bed of the Syrelarfya .
wInkar<Dartya in the Tegizken natural boundary, six kurgans

of the. 10% to 8% centuries B, C..were excavated, which .~

furnished interesting materials on the history of the cule
ture of the steppe~tribeSﬁ(bﬂrial,strdctures.ofﬂadqb§5’1§s-.}
seis made on a potter's wheel, etd,), characteristic for
the epoch of the transition from the late bronze to the .. -
earl?*ifbﬂ‘@gey'that'is;“from.théEbr;mitive~dommupal,£b the .
class sécietyd oot R
. The Centpal Asian Expedition (headed by Larmyshev} .
continued in 1960 a steady ethnographic study of the Samarkande
skaya oblast .of the Uzbek SSR in order to collect material "
fq;,an“hisﬁdricalgethnbsﬁapﬁié~at1&é,6£g£pntra1”Aﬂia,gnd'g; o
Kazaklistan on the basie subjetts - stipulated by the atlas
outlina.l'The,Tuva'Eipeditionvthéédedfby Potapov). completed
in 1960 its fourth field season and had . tremendous BuCCEBS
in studying the*buriﬁlggrOundvofaKokalfﬁ(SntkholﬁskiYLréyon);
.dating to the timeqofftha'Hnns;“=¢h¢fb"ria;‘groundifurﬁishéd :
‘unigue material which, thanks to the wellepreserved state . ..
of the wooden objects, was. particularly waluable for chare . -~
acterizingj;pegculture,qnd.way-ofslife;Of'the;IOCal"triﬁgs‘
of the ‘time.. dxcavations were completed on an ancient Jskiw
mo buriﬁifg:ound:in‘*Uelen-(Chukotka),afTthBaltic'combined»
Expegitioﬁ](headédftd-Terent?yav&)fQGntinQQQHjointly'With_
.the.Ingﬁ;ﬁutggof‘ﬁistéfy'andrthe:Ethhogfaphipﬁmusaum of . :
the Estonian SSR- A8 and the Véntspiise-Ethnographic”huSQu@,;af*s
studies oﬁjth@;prob;e&*?Ethnoganisis“an6;Ethpic\Histérygof:‘;ag»:
the Peoples of the ‘Baltic'Coast.! — Several expeditions .. . -
also included anthropological field work, connected with . . .
the solution of ethnogergtic probleus == in the Estonian SSR, -
op,the'Yeniséy'(inVéstigatiug the -Kets), on the ingara =~ .. - "
(investigatiﬂg‘the'Russianfpopulation),;in_Armeniaw(jointly
with .the Georgian 3SR ' AS Institute of ixperinental Morphole
ogy ), and ‘in lordva,  several major research projects were
published on .the above problems by the Institute in 1960,
including'sixfBOOka”cbnhégted»with-thé“work.ofﬂthe'Expédié,Jy'
tions (Russian, hordva, Khorezm, Kirgiz, Tuval).  laterials .

and studies oy the ethnography of the itussian population S
of the European part of the - SSijGantskaya,.Lebeﬁevg, liaSw - -
izhikova) furnished new information

on the economy and material culture of the Russian rural .

populatibn.of"thﬁ'West‘andeOuthaﬁreatQRnssian Ublagts and
the Urals, Volume I of the Worlsof the Mordva .xpedition - ..
H,(Qdited-by;Belitser.anafxqtkov “is devoted to probleus o

the ethnic history of the Mbrdva7pe¢”161‘itsfdiéperaal,ﬂff:3  .

ahthtopolbgibaliéodposition,»Iinguistib_apd*gthnqgraphic‘
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chardcieristics, 'The volume was writien as a resull of the
joint work of the Institute of Ethnography and the lordva
Scisntific Research Institute of Language  History, Liter-
ature and Economics. The collective monograph "Lower -
Reaches of he Amme-Dar'ya, Sarykamysh, Uzboy. History

of its forming and settlement” (materigls of the ‘horezu
Expedition] issue No. 3), prepared by the nstitute of
“thnography jbintly with the USSR 4$ Institute of Geography
(edited by Tolstov and Kes'), on the ‘background of waterial
collacis? cduring the course of many years by the Xhorezm
ixpedition; solves the probleum, whigh hag been under dise
cussion for more, than a century, of the hidtory of the
andient beds-of tHe imusDar'ya, particularly the Uzboy beds
" In their hidtory,; for gevaral thousand yesrs, the anthro- B
pogénetic factor has playéd an important part == the use

of tHese béds by man and historical events, particularly
wars of ancient timesand the widdls, ages, which took these
beds out of the control of man, with which significant
changes in their direction had been connected. - The work

of ‘the Khorezm Expedition of recent years in the lower
rea¢hes -of -the Syr~Dar'ya, in the area of its ancient ex- ,
tensive delta, made it possible to illuminate in a hew light -
the steppe tribés of this region, in particular «= to re«
assess the traditional conception of the matual relations
ships of '"nomad!" and gettled" peoples -in the history of
Central isia, to reassess the very concept of "nowmads" and
to refute the.conception'bf’the”age-long’enmity.between '
the "nomads" and "settled" world. These works were rew '
fiected in several’ publications, particularly in reports by
Tolstov ("Central Asiatic Scythiaﬂsfand'Khorezmﬂ).and' R
Zhdanico - ("The Problem of the Semi='Settled Population in
the History of Central Asia and Kazakhstan") at the 358
International Orientalist Congress-in loscow, (An ex-
tended variation‘o£;Zhdanko'§‘report~is-publishedvin:this
issue; the report by Tolstov will be pubdlished in the fole -
lowing issue), S * S

Materials of the Khorezm Expedition, issue IV (edi-
tors Tolstov and itina) contain reports on the field work
of 1957, devoted to the study of -various arcHeological = -
monuments of the primordial epoch, the antique period and
the ,middle ages,. as well as 4 study of irrigation. systems,
The fourth volume of the Works of the Kirgiz .x edition -
(editor == Debets) consists of ethmographica and arclios~
logical works dediqatedﬁto'unéxploredvprdblems'of'the ethno=
genesis of the Kirgiz people and in particular the = °
tribal composition of the Northern Kirgiz, . The published
first volume of the. Works of thée Tuva Expedition (editor ~-
“otapov) laid a beginning to the formation of a new compiled
work of the history of .the Tuva people, and in particular
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introduces a scientific approach to the information. essen-
tial for ascertaining the ethnic history and culiural ties.

of Tuva. The first volume of the Works of the Expedition -
contains materials on the ethnography, archeology and palcow-
anthropology of Western Tuva == arzas wvhich until the pree=
sent were a blank spot on the archeological map., Particus
lar interest is aroused by the monograph by Solgikh "fawily
and tribal composition of the peoples of Siberia in the 179
century,” in which the eauthor, using trcumendous archival

and field material, has given a detailed picture of the
population distribution ang composition of the aboriginal
population of Siberia, on the basis of which it is possible

to form a judgment on the further ethnic processes among

the peoples of Siberia and their historical fate.

‘ "~ A largee~scale study on. folklore has been published

by Sokolova, Russian Historial Songs of the 168-18% Centur
dedicated to one~df:1hevmogtgimportant genres of 3ussian
folklore. This alleencompassing work, which examineg.the-
origin and development of historical songs, elucidates their
specific features as a.genbp! 'In 1960 volume 'one appaared

of Arab ‘sources of the 7®slgb centurics on. the ‘ethnography

8f .the Sanara (editors == _ Belyayev
Ydervggeyeand six 5j8ét collections:: Frovlems dn- '

» Slavic Zthnographic Cole="
ssiatic Ethnographic Collectioni‘imerican
aphic Gollection, snthropological Collectiony 11

3 Tection of the lMuseum of inthropblogy and ©throge ‘
ranhy, Vol. 19, In 1900 the,institute published 20_Works. -~
"with a total volume of more than 550 sheets. “The followm ..
ing important ‘studies and.publications merit special ate! .-
tention. of . those punlished in 1960, On . the preblen MOrm .. -
“igin of Man and’the History of .rimitive Society;" the. ..
first issue of the-dtlas.of reconstructions of anthros - .
pological types of “the ancient population of the USSR was
put to press (editor = Gerasimov), devoted to the paleos
lithic’ period, . The 'saue’ problem is handled by ‘the monow .
graph by Avérkiygvdgiﬂieak”Down of the Tribal Organization
and Formation of Early .Class Relations iumong tire Indians - -
of the Northwest Coast of North A.erica. . The?ménograpﬁﬁg
on the. example of the indian. tribes, indicates’(as a coun=-
ter=weight to theories defendéd by bourgeois scientists) .
the regularity of ‘the breakedown of the tribal structure .
and the birth of the elements.of ‘¢lass society, On the
problem “"Questions ‘of Ethnogenesis, Ethnic Composition and
Formation of NationSP,éimonogﬁaph:was;completed'by Ivanovy
the Pharsee tribes, an historical-ethhographical essay
with detailed characteristica of theése.tribes which played:
an important role in the social-political life'of Iran,
TIssuc number 5 has ‘been printed of Laterials of the  ihozem
Ixpedition (editor ‘== Tolstov), containing arcieological.
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anthropolegical materials of the burial grounds of Xokcha
III, a monufient ef the bronze age, a study of which is ex=
tremely significant for determining the ethnic affiliation
of the ancient population of the lower reaches of the Amuw=
Dartya and characteristics of its ecomomy and cultural ties
with the population of adjoining territories, The following
have been submitted to the publishing house: A momograph

by -ershits, Zcomomy and Social-Political Structure in _
Northern Arabia in the 19%~first third of the 208 Ccntury ww
the first essay in Soviet and forsign literature om the
socialmeconomic history of this country, as well as the
first edition of a work by Dolgikh, devoted to the folklore
of the peoples of the North, mythological tales and histore.
ical legends of the .intsyi Of the works completed in 1959
and published in 1900, it is necessary to note the basic re=-
search done by Ivanov, Ormaments of the pco lecs of Siberia
as an historical source, . dased on extensive material he
attocmpteq to prove that the arts of the peoples of Siberia
‘developed in close contact with the arts of other peoples
and reflected the various stages of ethnogenesis in the
history of Siberia.: nghghird_V6lume of History of Jiberia

by Miller has been publishédj an extremely important source
for the history of theé Biberian peoples up to the 18% cen=-
tury (the first two volumbs of this publication were pubk
lished before iorld War iI). 4 dic¢tionary of the African
Swahili language is being publighed (directed by Cltderogge)
as well as sixggthnbgraphioiébliéb%iohs ws 3iberian III,
Coucasds III{ B:st Asian II, Indian, african IV, intliro~
poligical III. In 1960 the Institute did much work in draw=
ing up-and.publighing ethnic maps. For the first tice a
large«scale ethnic map of the peoples of the torld™was:- * - -
created, upen which all peoples are shown in’ détail. ' Large=
scale maps have been published or are being tompleted for R
such. important areas of the world as Africa, “Asia Minoxy -
Indonesia, lialaya and the Philippines, S LN
1960 saw the publication of the_ Book by Levin, Qute"
lines:of the History of Anthropology in Russia: ~The ace -
Tivities of the.luseum of Anthropology and LtAnography ine
cluded ‘the begipning reorganization of the de¢partments. :
Extremely significant is the basic re-exposition of the
introductory department, devoted to the origin of man and
the history of. primitive socicty. This departument plays
an important role .in Scientificeatheist propaganda.’ New
expositions of ;the. department are organized on the organic
combination .of anthropological maiz:rial with Taterials on
the history of thé .foruation of human societys In ‘spite
of the fact that in-view of this work the muééhﬁiwas
closed for severak months, it is still visited extremely
heavily.. In-five months .of 1960 alone about 70,000 per-
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sons visitedwyhéimuseum.j'Thqvmuseum organized seven exhi=-
bits on scientific«atheist and ethnographic subjects in
palaces: of culture and parks in Leningrad. . Great interest.
was_arougedHEY”the-exhibit VCu1ture¢anQ;W@z;6szifb;of the
Pcoples:of Afficafw~hg1d~inﬁM03c6w'ihrthe1$oly€échnical»‘nn&g
luseum, ,In,l969_thé;museumnacQuiredgnQW‘qthnographic«cnlh;ﬂ..
lections, frow which particular value: is possessed by.the .- .
collcction fron the'Mbkh@nqghoéQarovaxcayations;“presentadﬁ,j“
as a gift by the director general of sthe: hrcheclogical Jerw ;.
vice .of India, Ore Glosh;;,#ﬁ,dutstaﬁding.fedﬁﬁfé*df the .y ..

operations of the Institute in 1960 ds the fact that &t .
has presented'as“ﬁeverﬂbefbrevethndgraphig'scienée at ins .
ternaﬁipnal:gonferences{gnq'bdngrebbesqﬁgt,;lléunion"cone;33;
fcerences in our country.. . Seviet ethnographers have particie
pated in theﬁﬁork»of.thQ,SiXthrIntérnatiqgal Conlgress. ¢f .
inthropoligists and Ethnographers, whieh took plaée at the .
beginning: of August 1960, in Paris, in the work of the 25%. ‘

InternatiopalfCongreSs;gﬁfotiéntalists'in-MpEgow’(Angust“,v

1960), :in the work of thHe Cepngress of Finno-Ugrologists .
(Budapest, September 196?1.T“Aé a result of the great pree

paratoryEWQrk,Nthe‘Iﬁsti,@ﬁgvpresented;:gpbrtp,atvtheseAy.H

congreééas;fréflecting'thgibhsignacpiévémgnts of Soviet

science on important thépyéticélfprdbléms;fwiph clear~cut

methodological lines and: comprehensive. conclusions; which
eroused great interest oh yhé“ﬁart~bfwdekg§£é§ at the /con=
grésseQLQndpwhich'5ided¢;pf95tablishing,clpsérvgci@ntifip:
contacts witH''the-scientists of other countries, particue
larly hsia, Lfrica and.Latin Auerica. . (For & repurt on
the Sixth International Congress of anthropoligists and |
Ethnographers, see Sovetskaya Etnografi a, 1961; No. 3,
pgs. 151-161; on the 252 International Congress of Ore -
ientalists =~ Sovetskava Etnografiya, 1960, No, 6, pgse
146-148 [Work of the ifricanistics Section] and the
present issue of this magazine, pgs. 117=121).

The Institute participated actively in two scien~
tific sessions of all-union significance. In may 1960, -
the joint session of the USSR AS Division of Historical
Sciences and the Ukrahian SSR 4S5 Division of Social
Scientists took place, devoted to results of field ré=
gearch in 1959 and problems of ethnography, anthropology
and archeology. The sessions attracted as many as 600
participants from the Republics, krays and oblasts of the
USSR and attracted great attention on the part of the public
in Tiev, a fact which furthered the broad discussion of
the above~mentioned problems and propaganda of ethnogram
phical knowledge. The Institute of Ethnography presented
13 reports at the session, more than half of which were on
problems of the modern day; we should note the following
general reports: "Buildipgygammunism‘in the USSR and Tasks
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of Ethnegraphical Science® by Tolstov, Trent'yeva on the
work of the Combined Expedition in 1959, Zhdanko we . .. .
"The FProbklem of Developing the Socialist” Nations of Cene
tral Asia on the Path Toward QommuniSm;V"In~March,l96Q,ﬂlf
in, Novosibirsk, Tomsk and Irkutsk, the' first session or- .
ganized by the Siberian division and the USSR AS. Division
ongistOriCal'Sciénces;was‘held,.devoted"tOuprbblems,ofij‘
history, archeolégy and ethnography of Siberias . The Ssese

oion hid great significamce for the further study of the &

peoples of Siberia; and the coordination of studies for ..
this purpose,”’ The Institute presented at'the.session ten
reports’and partitipated in:the work of ‘the -sections on, . .
.‘pyqblemsjon”the-presgﬁtAday;gtgtns'df‘the”péoples:afy“ o
'Siberia, on problems of archeology and anthropology.and ...
tbe'etﬁn6géhésié-ofhxhe451ber;an'pebpleSa*‘Potapov read a
general report == "dasic Tasks of the Ethnographic Study
of Sibe¥ia in View.of -the Resolutidns of the 21st Pary
Congresév and ‘Dol gikh «m ﬂaasic‘Prqbiems qfﬂSoéialistpvv,“
Construction. Among the Minbr Peoples of the Northd'. . .. - o
(Fdr:gfrépbrt“oﬁﬁthagﬁéﬁéidﬂ;in Novosibirsk, Tomsk and .. .
Irkutsk see sovetslkayd lLtnogkafiva, 1960, No -5 pages .
,ﬁ;;7§ffct“thekse$sion«in;Kiev‘éy.thgxsamé magazine, ...
1960, No~ 6, Pgse 149-153). In additith’ the. Institute | |

participated in- the Second Scientific Conferente. on the ..
history,ar“hﬁblbgyrandqethnographyidf'the‘Far}Eastpin.

[ladivostok,- where :Dolgikh read one of the main reports.

at the conferencé == "Tasks. of the Ethnographic Study

of the Peoplés of the Soviet Far Bast." -
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