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FOREWORD 

This publication' was prepared under contract 

by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE- 

SEARCH SERVICE, a federal government organi- 

zation established to service . the translation 

and research needs of the various government 

deaprtments. 
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ACTUAL CöMmtiNS OP THE iJREAT HAP föSWARA 
IN EDUCATiffH i« CQHMUMSff CHI MA 

|fbd ipllo^tag t» # tratiäTätlen of IM jarfelel® iw&ites& "'. . 

(lästern Sesdsaoxrtfcty) ♦ ^ofeye, »o 18» 16 September-, pp -40-45.1 

In "Ten 6f«st tears,*' published I« CdfoMutitst'-China to celebrate ; 

the tenth anniversary ©f the Evolution,  Mr. Vang Hslu-feftfc, head 

of "the laaiistry     of Education,  wrote an article entitled 'The 

Great Changs and Development of our Educational  Systeffi.*'" Here,  he 

proudly summarized the d<nmlöpr?©nt of Chinese education for the  last 

ten'years and showed the treat growth'of students In 19SÖ as compared 

.'to'1957, as follows-: 

1958 Compared to 13S7 

Senior student.  (University and   '       '.        ■■ 
collets) 660,000 50% mora 

Secondary student  (Senior High/ 
Junior High;  Special  High 
School,  Agricultural  High)  11,990,000 -      50% more 

Junior student  (Sieoior and 
'   Junior Grammar -School) 86,^00,000 40% mora 

Kindergarten student 
■(Kindergarten) 31,000,000 31  times greater 

'■' Spare time student (Spare ■ 
time School) 30,000,000 over 3 times greater 

(11 iterate-students 
(Teach I ft? School  for 

Reading} 60,000,000 $ times greater 
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r-  '■-  - ' '■    . ,  "1 1    Of these, agricultural schools wer© established on a natiohvM de  ' 

basis since 1958, These- are mainly for graduates of grammar school 

before they enter middle 'school. (This systerawiH be explained beiow.) 

Spare time schools were establSshed \n  I9$S when the entire education»' 

ral system was changed; these are workers' and peasants accelerated    f 

'elementary school (2-3 years system),,-and workers and peasants 

accelerated middle school {3*£? years system}.- These schools are ,for 

laborers and farmers of any age who 'have never had an education but are 

now able to be educated In their spare time. When they finish grammar ■ 

school^ they go on to spare time accelerated middle school, 

Regular primary school ts a 2-year system in the higher class and 

a 4-year system In the beginning class.  Naturally,, in the beginning 

class there are  mare students than in the higher class. Of course, 

you cannot beiieve ■ these numbers as' they are above (e.g., they publish- 

ed the same article '.'Ten  Great Years" in English,  Hers, they lowered 

the number of secondary schools by 2,000,000 students for a total of 
[illiterate] 

9,995,000, And the blind students' total wes lowered by 20,000,000 tor " >   "   ' A 

a total of 40,000,000»)  But. these ten years have clearly been marked 

by a groat increase in the number of students.  That is, even if these 

figures have been purposely increased for China, these developments •' 

in-education are unbsHevabl e. and are unprecedented In that country. 

' However, the real virtue of education is not reflected In the 

number of students,  0ns must invest*gate this carefully to determine 

what is actually transpiring;, there are severs! problems behind these 

i.big changes in education which I! would like to'discuss. . . \ 
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The advensemei-rt &f education'-in 1958 coincided with a new 

production policy Initiated In the firing öf that yo&r.«;This new / 

productive effort was: designed tö produce more food and consumer -goody 

[which the previous S~yesr plan had •ftS$Ueted,fft a drive to increase/  j_ 

heavy industry, light industry artd farming,therefore, were not 

stressed. ■■Because Äed China Is not mecheriUed it must dspend upon 

the use öf.'massös of people In Its Industrial »nation. This wssant 

that a large number of school age persons were recruited ihto the 

labor force,fend their education was ignored. In August, 1SS>8, the 

; state showed that they .ware aware of this prob!em aftd .created p®öß.&8 

.'Qcmom®s  to utilize  farmers* wives and daughters for productive labor. 

At this time strenuous educational reforms begin  to take piece.  In . 

September, 1958, "The Instructs on* on Educational Work" were announced 

to Indicate the concern over.education. This announcement stressed 

that "education must serve the political advancement of the proletariat 

and  be bound to productive labor." 

There Is no need to remark that, politics are primary for the 

Comrouni st Party-~e duca11on Is on 1 y s,n &ccessory of poU t i cs. Th 5 s 

idea has been stressed in Red Chinese publications^ too, that education's 

■first-objective is to make the people politically loyal to Communism. 

(See Ho. I, 4th'' Issue 1950, HshLJiuaJ^ej^j^ article by Lu Ting 1 ) 

Thus, education is political education« .However,■political education 

has a very'wide'compass.' Mot only does it mean special political 

' „•*„ 
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classes In each school to Inculcate? te.schsrs artd students with 

Comrnunssm and ^oHtlcal lecture*,, hut ft &\&o means thst the entire 

school must cooperate for the success öf government and .party polities 

(such ®s $ntl"Anarican propagandas helping Korea, and mobilf&Stig 

pressure against any coufiter^rfevalytlonarleSj etc.. 

To effect: this kind of pol t tlca! education party members ere 

ssrst to prämary and secondary school and' to universities all over 

the country,  And if a person opposes government pot fey. he 'is 

exposed as a counter-revoltitJortary^ subjected to brainwashing 

and  returned to manual labor, ' '  . 

The first part of s,Tha Instructions on  Educations! Work" was 

clear about these political points and in effect severely. 1'im'i ted 

the scope of education.  It endeavored to suppress any activity 

which might: be hostile to Comrrunisn»  The remainder of "The Instruc- 

tions" tied together education and productive labor to the advance-" 

merit of i ndustr iaHzatian.  Th II s idea, howsyery . is not new and had 

been discussed in Red China a long dme ago.'. 

During the five year plan, China needed the cooperation of the 

intellectual 5j but .at the same time the  Party was very suspicious 

of a)}   schools, especially the universities and specialized colleges« 

This was especially so because most professors and students were 

from the bourgeoisie class, and for this reason they were initially 

subjected to political Indoctrination by the Party and:removed to 
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t'her part of the labor force. 

It  is clear that the Party believed that highly educated persons 

>red  liberalism and capitalism.     This belief appeared  in a paper 

An Tsu Wen,  Vice Minister,   Organization Department of  the 

iral   Committee of  the Communist  Party  in  1057  immediately after 

zruggle with the  right-wing  {December S}   1357,   <Jen Hin „Yueh.iPao)• 

author   indicated  that the educated class   tended  to stress 

following: 

1. individualism, anarchism, and absolute equality. 

2. Avoiding manual labor arid contemptuous of farmers and 

industrial workers. 

"3.v Emphasized their individual name, personal profit and 

seek only pleasure and personal position. 

k.    Free and 'happy-go-lucky, ask for democracy and never 

concentrate on it or discipline themselves. Admire 

capitalistic governments and dislike socialism. 

5.  Ignore political life and activities. 

Thus, requiring professors and students to work in the factories 

field began around 1955« Also, in the struggle against the ■ 

it-wing elements, many 'intellectuals were dismissed from their 

tions. This was done in an effort to unite education with labor, 

; is, to train laboring intellectuals. 

The attempt to combine education with productive work resulted 

■ules which required labor in every school,  in other words,  : ) 

"1 
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schoaH became units for productive labor äs well as institutions 

of learning. Accordingly/ senior students Were periodically required 

- to work in factories and farms. Also, 'most schools -have factories, 

and students and teachers were forced to work there.  This labor    ( 
V*" 

-i        • '  ■■  '  : 

program affected not only senior schools, but secondary students 

and higher grades of primary schools soweit. 

The required work created much dissatisfaction among university 

and specialized college students» They argued that there is not 

enough time to study if, in addition to required classes in politics, 

they had to work as laborers.  The anger of professors and students 

gave rise to slogans: ''Knowledge comes before Reds." "Down wsth 

Quality," "Wasting outstanding i ntel 1 actual s, " etc. 

In effect, this program meant that the Party was demanding 

that intellectuals become proletarian Communists.  The slogans above 

expressed the feeling that one could become a  laboring Communist 

at anytime. The necessary thing is to become learned before one 

learns Rad theory.  Thus, the students argued that to combine labor 

and education is not to recognize that specialized research is of 

an entirely different character than manual labor. 

Red China, however, bei i eves that, this attitude 'i s "capitalistic 

and counter-revolutionary.  The government argues  that even the 

intellectual must be communized,. and that this should precede 

specialized learning. At the same time, the government has 

< recognized that the labor program and political indoctrination is   » 

n   ■ ■   '. 
" o ■ 
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reducing the quality of students and  i <; a misuse, of outstanding 

intellectual   talent.  This must have been- considered by the authorities 

since they changed the school  to the 1 — 3^S system of J-1, %"-% % 

system,    the first is based; on me year*! month vacation, 3wonths 

"i   labor, I months study«    the second ts based on 1 week;* I day ' j- 

vacation,,  labor l.| days,  Study 4| days. -(December 20, 10$S, 

JhanjhaLjfeftjfeu,. JPap> 

111. 

The organization of the people's    CMDKSUftoS was to eliminate 

food shortages and the  inadequate supply of" Consumer goods by 

utilizing women and young girls as  laborers to offset, the Stress 

on heavy  industry.    To understand how a farming country like 

China would not have enough food,,  one.must real 3 2a  that most  rural 

workers were recruited into factories and mines.  Coevally,   there 

is the problem of severe droughts and/ör floods. 

The people's «jcffiftm^S are considered self "Sustaining 

units by the government. This means that severer types of light 

Industry are being buflt within these eoramrffise  to supply persons 

with consumer products.     Thai;   is,  on  the government's part, 

because  these  limits are self-sustaining,   there  is no need for  the 

government to finance production of  consumer goods.     Hence,   the 

central   government encourages  the building of factories within each 

unit,  to   increase their  self-sustaining character and ability. 
* ■■■■■' 
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■  If there is opposition"to this by persons- who argue t-h^t such : 

■ a self-sustaining program is ml  jsossjfote v^fthin these 'units, ; the 

government puts pressure or» the area's ehle^ indicating that any- ' 

thing is poss! i>)&. . That' i-Sj to oppose this is to be against 

J dialectic materialism. 

it is clear, however, that this does involve a labor problem. 

Even if factories were built, they would require ski fled labor to 

operate them. For this reason, short course schools were established. 

However, these were schools in name only; students were middle-aged 

farmer:: and wives who learned skills in their spare time, 

Soecial skills schools Which were af fi 1 1 steelwo th nationalized 

factories, had. more quality than the above'people's Ccrasime schools'. 

The latter usually occupied an ordinary house und merely had a sign 

put UD that said "school." Some schools did not have a bui!dino;and 

study was conducted in the -fields.  Teachers we're'at times skilled 

' laborers, and party members went to 'areas also to give political 

classes. 

Schools to teach farming skill's were also establ i shed and here 

the teacher was usually an old farmer. These are ceiled ''Specialized 

Red School" and those on'a bigger scale are celled !lSpecl al i zed 

Red University." it is difficult to get the correct figure,-''cut 

it is believed that there are 800-odd "Specialized Red Universities.' 

(Tsu ivuo No. 33M- by I %o  Sheng, "Ten Year Progress in Red Chinese 

Education.")  Among the most interestino of these "Specialized Red 

~6- 
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Universities" are "Onion Un? vei-si ty," "Swftet Potato University." 

Additionally,   there  l& a "Rice FJ-Viri One Million KI looram ' OnNerst ty" 

which indicates the university's foal of producing this amount of 

rice.   . .; 

There is Ja great deal of. doubt then in figures which show that  |_ 

in 1958 there was a 50%'increase in number of University students'. ■ . 

One does not know whether the figures include this type 'of student 

or not,. 

Another kind of school establIshcd was the farm middle school. 

This occurred -when the psoplfe's emmm we re established. ■} t was for 

students who had completed grammar school but could not continue in 

secondary schools. The specialized Rod schools were for middle-aged 

men. The farm middle school are,  for young boys.  Here th&y learn :■ 

.farming, dairying, chicken ranching, fishing, fruit farming, machine 

repair., wood-work, etc, 

' Though one might say education is advanced in China, there are 

many persons who do not go to secondary 'school- About 10% of those 

who finish grammar school receive a secondary school education.  The 

farm middle school, therefore., aims to give quick vocational training 

for the remaining 90%.. These schools are  not always cornpul sory 

but at the end of 1958 there were 110,000 established. : 

Naturally, the peoples Qmitmm have It mi ted finances so these 

schools many times exist In name only.  In fact, psrt of the 

educational expenses are paid by the school. For example, schools 

-9- 
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are given land and animals which, ate cerod for so that thoy ascoma 

self-sustaining. Thus, these schools are really half-study, half-  • 

labor systems; they study one day and work the nöxt day, or study 

in the morning ?it>6  work in the afternoon. 

These schools are attended for three ydafs. The subjects       !-- 

taught are politics, Chi'negio raathsmat tes, physics., and special 

ski 11s. Ths school principal Is a Party member who teaches politics. 

Moreover there are no regular tonchsrs and those- who eio teach are 

non-professional.  Thus, it is .noceisary to call for secondary school 

teachers on a temporary basis,, or send non-professional teachers 

to attend lectures. These schools, therefore, are,  different spare-time 

schools for workers and farmers arid  from ordinary secondary .school s 

but arc typical within China's educational ' system. 

According to Lu Ting' I !$  discussion of fJv.» farm middle school, 

he says that when farming becomes mechanized., these schools will 

gradually become regular junior high schools. This illustrates 

China's effort to realize the idea! of combining labor and education'. 

The 1S58 figures for secondary school students,, then, includes 

the farm middle school students who number 2.00Q,000.  Also, thay 

said there were 110,000 faro middle school.*.' This means that there 

were only 20 students in e.?ch school .  Lnteio they said thsf . 3'-0,000,000 

students did not go to secondary school and tha-l; 1/5 of this- numoar 

(6,000,000) went.to farm m kid lie school s,   These figures as  we can see 

do not make sense ar.d.   indicates that the real number of farm middle 
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school students must be 2,000,000. 

The iricrease'ln the number of kindergarten students is only a 

result of using women as laborer'«;; this did not involve any choice 

by the government but was a necessity« This, tremendous increase, ; 

however/ meant that there would be poor fsci1ities and supervision  ' 

and many of the teachers are very old women who cannot do manual 

labor.  It is clear then, that these kindergartens cannot be 

compared to those in big cities or those affiliated with national 

factories', the latter ware the kindergartens shown to foreign 

.observers, ■: 

That spare time students increased does represent an advance by 

Red China but these figures, too, ,a>e subject to doubt.  Griglnally, 

spare time schools were established in 1951 when the educational 

system was revised,  initially, this was quite successful and in 

1952, 26,700,000 students were reported. Of these there were 

2,700,000'workers and  2^, 000,, 000 farmers,  in 1953, the total figure 

was 1,930,000 and in 1957 it increased to 9,640,000 which is 1/3 

of the total in 1952. Finally, in 1958 spare time students sr&  ,; 

reported to be'30,000,000 which they say is due to the great advances 

in  education.  However, one can say that it is qui'te strenuous for; 

■middle-age persons to Work all day and  then go to school at night.! 

Probably, this figure includes persons who only attend class a few 

times because the Party forces, them'to.  One can guess that this Is 

.so, because we know that when the .pop 1 e ' s commtm&s      were 

-n- 
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formed,   the ' coarsum*    ■mambors'  wofkvfig houfS v^re   i «crossed.   And 

further they asked the torttra]  Cor.-afiittee anil the  c&drsjs of föe people's 

corrinrunff?: to  let farmers nave  st x to e loht' hours of  slesp  so  they could    ' 

attend classes.. 

The  1955 report  shows  that  soan?  time students were  reduced .,}__ ; 

by -> to about  i6,000,OOCX : A*&o,   It   Is reported that persons who' 

attended classes to learo to read  incr^assc! by nins  fclfiias,  '.However, 

we  feel   that  these f I gyros are' «1 so subject  to douot, 

•iv.  . 

This concludes my brief discussion on tha great advancement or. 

education In Red China. ; One must have  serious doubts about it:. 

: if we'put aside Comrmmlsffl's emphasis on pa) i t lea! education. 

we must realize there Is some'log!c  Irv trying to combine labor 

and education.  However, it is clear that universities are losing 

their main purpose of centers of learn«ngf and that the secondary 

3i~\<i  cran^mgr schools are beinq used to provide short training tor 

manual labor. " A good example of triis Is the farm middle school. 

■Additions!)y in i960 they vaäv  another revoiutionar'y change.- ■ 

According to a' report by ^ representative of Peking Teachers 

University, Ha Chi en Hin, ot a nations!, literary and teaching. 

conference, the foliov/ing points we're made: 

1}  fiie-present 6-3-3 system is too long. The startino age 

for school, 7 years, is too old for' i introduction' to 

secondary education. ,.J 

/.- 
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2) The subjects teught in shcondsry and grammar school are 

unnecessary for sociasisn1, 

3) Subjects do not agree with, reality of production. Arrange- 

ment .of subjects tnake it difficult to judge whfch are jhost 

needed and which are not, 

„ .  4}  For these reasons, secondary and grammar "schools must 

be changed. ■ 

He said to make the 6-3™3, I 2-year system' into a straight S-yea'r ; 

system,  During these 9 years, students should work at labor for 

■173V hours. (June 11,'I960, 'Jen, H,jn,.,Yueh Pm) 

It is obvious this proposed reform was not initiated by Faking 

Teachers' University but was forced by the Communist Party.  in the 

same report the Propaganda Minister, U.i Ting 1 , said the'basic 

program of education should be shortened adequately, study hours' 

need to be shortened^ and labor hours lengthened. This statement \ 

was a result of a study conducted' since February, I960, in education. 

The nine system makes the former secondary and grammar schools 

four-step system (senior middle, junior middle., senior primary/ 

junior primary) into one system. This results in fewer school years 

and low scholastic ability.  However, in this way'many people will 

receive a secondary level education. 

The situation today, however, is such that many people cannot 

•attend even four years of junior primary school.  In Red China, the 

total number of students is increasing every year and reportedly : 

U 
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reached 80% recently, Hc^^rf   1f thiils correct, therö are still 

20% of the population not affected. Thö number öf pupils decrease 

after junior primary school, and «any less go to secondary school. 

it is for this reason the fovsrnmeftt H  trying to -Introduce 

secondary school with fewer raffed ysafs. However, these problems J- 

„ÜI exist even if there H  a straight 9«year system. 

Additionally, the stföSÄ on (wtlMeal education Is primary, 

and there are no abstract subjects; everything ** tUd to the 

practical and to labor.. According to this report thft educational 

reform is necessary, but this requires the resolution of certain 

probier« first. For example, teachers must be educated and competent 

and must change their views on education to coincide with Communism. 

Aiao. uvi-z. are  some persons who doubt the advisability of this 

reform; the government must destroy this 'doubt; We can see that 

even if there are doubts and problems, Red China must proceed with 

these reforms and will proceed.  Dy doing this, every school in 

Chl.-.s will change their ordinal purpose into the kind seen in the 

typical farw's school» 

i n   ;o°--~. 
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