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This publication Wwas prepared under contract

by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS FE-
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CACTUAL CONDITIONS OF THE EREAT LEAP FDRWARD
} | FN EDUCATION N LOMMUNTST THINA
ET;@ fﬁiﬁoﬁfnh 46 & translstion of gn meblols written
by Eotals Furdic dn tle Japtnesa~1an vage Tohe Horpeklan
(Rastern Semimontilyl, Polye, Ho 1& 16 Sep ;..wrabw, pp FIaia:on 38

In ”Ten Great Y*”rf-“ puhi;nwn bn Communist Ching ﬁo Ge!ﬁbratej

t

the tenth anniversary of the revolution, Mr. Yang Hslu-feng, head

of the %bﬁistfy of Edura* on, wrote an article antitied "The

% s

Great Changs ahd Development of our Féucar%\nai Systen.? Here, he

proudly summarized the developmant of Chinese sducation for th¢ Iast

ten years and showsd the great gr@wth'mf studants in 1958 as comvaréd

to 1957, a5 Tollows:

C8pare time student {

1958 Compared to 1957

senior student {University and : :
collega) 663G, GO0 © B0% move
Secondary student (Senifor High, A
Juniar Migh, Special Haqh ' _
Schaol, Aganchtur al High) IE,QQ0,0QQ . 50% more

Juniar stadent (Senior and

Junior Granmar School) 86, @ﬁﬁ,\ﬁé’ Lo more
Kindergarten student : 7 :

{Kindergarten} 31,000,000 31 times greater

3

Spare ‘ -

time $chool) 30,000,000 © over 3 times greater

b1l iterate- students o - L
Teaching Schont for o . :
Reodsng} ' ‘ £0, 000, 0G0 9 times greater

PR}
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etementary school (2-3 yesrs

" big changes in

-

{"ip L

Of these, adricult

' ., fo3
basis since 1958,

before they enter middle school.

Spare time schonls were estebli

ST

cal system wss changed; these are
et .

arrwlerafad mi

Tabhorers and farm@“5 of any sge who have never had ar

now able to be

schanl, they go or 1o £me

agular primary school is 2
F ¥ ,

a beyear system in the begin
than

class there are more ﬁtudeﬁ&ﬁ

you cannot bm1sQVﬂ thase numbers

&n

ed the safme article * Gre

the numbar

And Ldu uieﬂd %tu

a total of QGJOGO,OQﬁ.) But

jrerea

by a graat

rmt

PR

figures have besn purposely

in aducation are unoei?mvabi&.
However, the real »»rtn:
number of students. One must

what

educarioan

Wl A

gehool g

These are malnly for gradua

,
ddie school (3+4 years ﬁyat@m’

at V”WF‘

these

ane

of sducation

tr %
ok i A

a natiohwide

'

Mf" 3" & f‘ &

sehool

tes of ¢

H" EHinkle

{This systen witl ba explsined balow.)

B

ad iﬂ i“”i whan the entire &4UCA o

ssants accelerated

Workers and peas i

n) o 2 sﬁ workars and pedsants 3
These ﬁmhom%gvmfé

education but are

ars time, When they fin%sh grammar -

secsiarated middle sohonl,

Zuyesr system in the higher class and
slass,  Haturally, in the beginning

EY Lhey are above {e.2., thmy pu B i she

in Eﬂqlishﬂ Hare, thay imw&rad

OGO ﬂu‘ far & total of

el "
stuuents

lowered by 20,000,000 for

Tan yesrs hﬁvw chearly baen marked

£ studants. if these

ants

fimm ! [s3aasts

that

ﬁmuntry,

ars

145 ﬁar&fu§3y to determine

cb¥wmg heh?nd chmJ

are several

discuss. . ’ 1

o




(‘v‘,}‘, x(d’.i-{;}."(

Fos
b

The aﬂv;hwemwm 4f crna»ﬁ%mn‘iﬁ’§§58 coincidad with & new

prudaction poisuy ?ﬁit?&?*d the spring of that yesr.. This new

: g . o _
roductive effort was destgned to armﬁuce mare food and consumer goods
, ! U s

{which the previous S=year plan had neglscted, in a drive to increase {
4 ‘ ‘ -k

and fa?mx: s the re;ure, were not

H

heavy industry, 1%ght industry
stressed. Bacausa Red L*ina ig not mechenized it must de p nd upon

‘ i ) R ] (t _— '
the use of massas of people in (€3 industriatization, This naant

that a large number of ﬁghuoi agr pargons were recrultsd into the

labor foree,and their &@uaatz& was ivnﬁfwd in August, 1458, the

state ghnwmd tnat they ware aware a% t% prﬁh?wm and created padflels

conmungs to utilize farwﬂy wives and daums%era for y?aduaﬁive jabor.
At this time stranuous @dua@timna! ﬁﬁfarmg heg f to tﬂke p!? 2. In

Septe:ber,

to indicate the
that Veducation

and be bound to

1958,

Whe ngsitruetioas

concarn over. aducation.

maqt serve the pal

productive tahor. "

O YGucafaUnai Work't w

tical

advancement nf the prolet

wre announced

?his'annaunaemant stressed

aruat

Thore is ao nead to remark that pol are primary for the

Communist Party--edus -ation is only ai accessory cf potlitics. Thss

beon stressed in Red Chinese publications, too, that education's:

first objective is to meke the pesple politically loyel to Communism,

{§2e No. 1, b4th tssue 1950, Hsin Hus Yueh Pao,

ticte by Lu Ting 1)
Thus, educatian Hawevar, patitical aducaticn
has & very wide Mot only does it meon spﬂcnal political

-
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classes In cac

Comnunism and Qmiitiﬁﬂ§

v;

>

i

n ﬁ@h¢&§ o Tncnlcats taachors and students with

bt §¢ @i&m'maanﬁ

*

school must conpersta for the suscess of g:v<¢nuﬁn~ and perty policies

antd moh H ging |

.jsuch sz anti- A '?qAﬁ propaganda, belping ﬁcrée_ L .
ressure against any counter-r “!ﬁﬁ?@ﬁaf?ﬁﬁ,'ﬂﬁﬂ, |
To effect ihﬁﬁ kind of political educdtion party mﬁﬁberﬁ are ;
sant Lo primary and sﬁc\ndrsv J¢H0}¥ and tﬁ»uéiverﬁiti@ﬁ all over
the c@Qntry, And iF 2 person opposes government policy, he is
expasad az a cwun;urmrevﬁiui¥mw&wyﬁ subijected thbkaSnwwaﬁh?ﬁg
and returned to menual labor, ’
The firzt part of cions ] quk” WE T
clear about thege politicsl pa?ﬁr; and in effect seversly 1imited
the soope of education.  ”% endepvared Lo Suppress any ﬂnzzv}ty
which might be hﬁﬁtfﬁe £ {omran i g0, 6f Tha §”di;uf“
tions" tied together education and productive fm.mh% advancam
ment of industrielization. Thﬁarfdﬁa;_hmwﬂVerﬁ i5 not sew and had
been discuszed in Red China 2 long cvime ago. . , , n -
During the five year plan, China neaded the (}”Pi*&t ot of the
| »
inteliectuals,but at the g time The Party was vyfy suspiclous :

of all schools, especially the uyniversities
This was especially so because most professors and students were
from the bourgesisie class, and for this veason they were initially

subjected to political indoctrination by the Party and removed to




An Tsu Wen, Vice Minister, Organization Department of the

1
ther part of the labor férea,
It is clear that the Party believed that higﬂly‘a&pgéted persbﬁél
yred !ibéra!ism and cap}talism. ’Thié belief appéakéa‘in a paper  :

g,_
tral Committee of the Communist Party in 1957 immediately after '

:ruggle with the right=wing {December 5, 1357, Jer Min Yueh Pao).
author indicatad thzt the educated clsss tended to stress

following:

1. Individualism, anarchism, and absolute equality. -

2. Avoiding manual labor and contemptdoﬁs of %afmers and
industrial wo%kers;

3. Em?hasiiéd tﬁéir individuéi nama,'ﬁérsonal p?ofit‘and
seek only pleasure and personal pesition.

b, free and hapby~go~lucky> éék‘for ¢ém@cracy and never'
concentratebbn it of discipline thémﬂelvés. Admire
capitalistic gavernments‘and dislike sacia1§ém; k

t

5. tgnore political tife and activities.

Thus, requiring professors and students to work in the factories

field began around 1955. Also, in the struggle against the

it=wing elements, many intellectuals were dismissed From their
tions. This was done in an effort to unite education with labor,
is, toc train laboring intellectuals,

The attempt to combine education with productive work resulted

ules which required labor in every school. in other words, ' |

I_S.
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schbng:hecawe'anEté fbf prn@uct%ve labar ds well as ihstftn?ions
of Ieérhing. Accbrdiﬁgiy,lgﬁﬁiér students ware periodically requirad
to work in Fé;to#ies and farms. Alsc, most s¢h00§s-havé‘factories,
and students énd teachers were forced to work thgré. This labor ;
program affected not only senior schools, but secondary students
and higher grédes of primar? school s ag’ﬁe!fs

The reqﬁfred work éreaté& much disaatigf&;tion among Uﬁ?vwrgity
ahd‘specialized‘coliege students. ?hey‘akgued that therefis not
enough time to étudy if, in add?ﬁish to reduifedbaiasses in poii;ics,
they had to work as 1aborer$. The anger of prgfﬁismrs”and students
gave rise to slogans: ‘Knowledge comes befake'Redsf“ “Down with k
Quality," 'Masting outstanding intellectuals,' etc.

in effect?>thisbprméfam_meant that the‘Pa%ty was demand?ng
that intallectuals beéahz'ptsieiaéian Communists. The s¥bgans above
expressed the feé?ing that one ccuidibecaﬁe & }ébbriﬁg Cqmmunist
at anytime. The necessary thiﬁg 55 to’b@come }sa?ned before one
learns Red theory. Thus, the studémtsrargued that to‘éombiné‘labor

and education is not to racognize that specialized research is of

an entirely different character than menual labor,
Red China, however, believes that this attitude is capitalistic
and counter-revclutionary. The government argues that even the

intellactual must be communized, and that this should precede

speci

)

tized learning. At the same time, the government has

recognized that the labor program and political indoctrination is )

-
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reducing the quality of students and is & misuse of outstanding

intelleptual talent, Th{g must have been considarad by the autheritles
sincé théy changad the gghosi to tag-1»3hg‘5;5tem 6r 1=, Sedy, g |
system., The first ig basé@{@ﬁ\ahé‘yearﬂi'mmﬁfh vacation, 3vmnﬁiﬁ§

labor, & moﬁths study, ?Ee second i$ based on i.week{'f day ‘_‘}f

vacation, Fabor t} days, stody 4% days. {Decemﬁ;r ¢8 1458,

Shanghal Wen Hul Pao.

The organization of the peam?e's SO S  was to e%iminaté

food shorga and the inads squate supply Of consumer goads by

utilizing women and young girls as iaborers to offset the stress
6n heavy induétry. To understand how a fakmﬁng country 1ike

China would not héve‘eneugh food, one must realize that most rural
workers were reéru?téd into fﬁ#tmries and minas. Loavally, there
is the problem 0? severes droughts and/ar floads,

The people’s comuunes are cmngidﬁred geff*sqSta?n?ng\
units by the government . This means that several types of 1ight
industry are being built WStth these sopmunds to supply persons
with consumer prdducts, That is, on tﬁe government's part,
béCah&L these 1imits are self-sustaining, there isvné‘heed for the
governmsnt to finance produation'af consumér gaods.‘ Henca; theS
central gcvarnmeht encourages the bui?ding of Féctqr{es within eécﬁ

unit to increase their self-sustaining character and ability.

[

w;l.,«
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{f there i gpﬂaa%tiﬁﬂ'td g?‘r by sons who argue that suth

;45$Eb%a within these units,  the

a self-sus ta‘ning proge

v
o
£

government puts pressure on the arca's chisf, indicating that o

thing is possible. That is, to
dialectic materialism. IR ‘ : , : L

It is clear, howevar, that this does invelve a iabor problem.

»

‘Even if factories were bullt, they would reguire s kitled labor to

operate them. For this reason, snori course sehoots were established.
However, these were - cchonls in name only; students were middle-aged
farmers and wives who tearnsd skills in thelr spare timo.

Special skills schools which were affiliated with nationalized

factories, had nore qua?ity tnan the above o

The tatter usually occupled an fiﬂ:ndfv house a“d Mtxri

put up that said ”sch&oi,” Some schools did nat heve & buitding, and

[+
&
Pal
=
Fa

]

"I

study was conducted in the Tislds. 5 were at times skilled

laborers, and party membars went to aress also to give politicatl

classes

r—t

Schools to teach farming skills were slsa sstablished and he

i

the teacher wes usually an old farmar. These arc cailec HOpacialized

>

are callad "“Spocialized

Ped S:hqcl*;and those on & bigger
Red University." it is d%fficu%t to gét the cw;fect f}ggre, but
it is believed that thars ére‘Saawvdd 5$p‘gz-lize”'?eﬁ Univéré;taGS:”
(légﬁﬁgé_ﬂof 254 by.ﬁ Ho Sheﬁgg UTen Year Pfagrags iﬁvaed Chinese

,;i i?zmd Dd

Education.'t) Among the most interesting of these




1",“(;‘ {;‘{‘q

Univarsities' are "Onfon niversity,'' 'Sweet ?mtata Yriversity. "
Additionally, there is 2 “Rice Flald One M Iismﬁ K;Xﬂ am University"
Y5 !

which indicetes the u&:verv*ty gﬁa? uf producing thts amount oF

’

" There is a great desl of doubt then in figﬁreﬁ which show that
in 1958 there was a 50% increase in number @f'uﬁiversity stqﬁéhts.
One dues”not know whethér tha>F€guras include tﬁ%s tyéé’cf student
or not.

Another kind of school established was the farm middle Séhbolé ; {
This occurred when the vple 8 COTRYES were cbkab}ssb d. f U wasAFQr
sruden 5 who had comp!etad grammur ﬁchumi but could rot continue iﬁ
secondary sﬁhoo?su The specializad Red scwom?s were for mi dd1e~aged
men. The farm middie zchmcj.arm for yaﬁﬂg buys; Hers th&y jearn |
farming, dairy?ng; chickﬁﬁ ranmhing,‘fiahing,.frﬁit farﬁingg‘maﬁhfne
repair, womd;work, el

" Though one might say education is advanced In China, there éfé
many persons who do not go'ta seconda%yrhcﬁoot,v Aboﬁt 109 of those
who Finish grammar school recaive & Qacmﬁdary scheol education. fhe
farin middie school, th&tafare aims to glve quick vocat%onal't?aiﬁing
for the remaining 90%. These schools are not always compul sory |
bﬁt:at the end of 1958 there ware 110,000 established.

Naturallyg.the peopla%s domtwrs have !émited finances s fhase 
schools many times éx?s& in name‘Oﬁ%y. in‘Fact, part of the

educational expenzes are pald by the Juhodi For example, schools
{

o . o ‘ : | \

..-i;}-.
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are given land and wiien are o4 |
self~sustaining. Thug, thesse 30 %Qu}v
labar cystems; they study one day and work the next day, or sty
in the morning snd work in thc'aftérmﬂon,

These schools L
‘taught are po%?ﬁEC'
skills, The school fos.
Morecover thare are those who
por-professionat. dary school

1 el u i
foteacnars

teachers on a temaurary o

to attend lectures., These s

schonls for workers and

cording o Lu

[ e < i—v. - - - PPV R 'l 3 >‘ o~ P o,
says that when Farmicg becomes mechanizsd, these schoois wi i

graduaslly become

the farm middie

cioels,  This masns

said thera wers




“school students must be 2,000,000, o R o
| The iﬁtrééﬁe in the;numbarJ0¥ kindergarten étudenté‘is'oﬁlyia
raéulb nf ué:rg wém»n as lubnrﬁ §; this did not invo?ve‘ény chéiéa‘

‘b& tha government but was o nea@saxtya Th!t tfemgndqu* n&re"“é, 3

i hpwever, meant that there wduid be pooy facilities and suparursion‘ ?’
and mén§ of‘thc teachers are very‘cﬁd woman whn cannﬁﬁ dm maﬁqai

‘}ébor, it is clear LhPﬁ that these kindorgnrtbn% cawnot be
compare d ‘to ?ho%c.*n nlg cztne OT‘Lh)QT aFFiYiatéd with‘hationéi"
‘faator}eﬁ@ the‘?atter ware the kxndnrgarters chaw“ to foretﬁn
.GbS&rVBFSA

That‘ﬁparertime students increased daec‘rgn:euvnt'ah advance b? :
Red Cﬁfna“but these figureg; too, are stJec} to doﬁb:.' Originé1?y,
spare tima‘schoois wére established in 1951 Qﬁ&ﬁ'fhe‘gautétionéi !
vsyst&m‘ﬁéﬁ revised. jn?iiaiiyﬂ this was qu:fe sucoe 55 u! and in
}95? 26,700,000 stuéents wére rapﬁrted. of thﬁse theraiWére
2,?50,0@0 workers an&tzh,ﬁﬁﬁyﬁﬁo‘févmarﬂu"in 1953, the total figﬁre
was 1;93ﬂp000 and iﬂ>§937 it indreased tok9,640y060‘whi¢hyfs 1/3

Léf the tgté? in }952.‘Finai¥y? in 195 S spare timé $tud§nfs are
reported to be Bﬁ,OQOQOOG which they say is due to the gréai ad?an%es
E% eﬂ. ation. Howﬁve%,'one can say thdt it is quite strenuous fof?

fm?&ﬁle;age persgﬁé to wérk‘ali day and then o to school ét:niqhtf

Probably, this figure includes persons who enly attend class a fgw

times bascause tha Party forces them to. One can guegs'thét”this‘is‘

50, because we know that when fhm rwoplc 8 aommuvﬁ ' were




o o
wors iacroasced. And

formed, th

“"dzﬂﬂ

further the

communento let farmers fave sis ?w;e;fht'%nwrf of steszp so they could

- The 149549 gegari shows thalt sbars time reducad L .
v
'
This concludes my beiaf disgﬁﬁzéan on O%
t.
woat £>1§t
Lanor
%4%?&9
;fﬁiné, and that
prav}de.shori training for
wmanual ¥abo$.' ~ I this is thae farm middie schﬂw},
it in 1050 nhange. ;

to o repory by @ vopresenia

University, Ma Chien Min,

the follow ng pointe ware madar

1Y The prasent 633

For schonl, 7 ysars

e secondary education.
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2) The subjects taught in sncondar y and grammer school are

unnecessary Tor socialism.

LA
™

Subjocts do mot sgres “;LE Eeéliiv‘ﬁf‘?faduﬁtjwn;‘ ArEahg?;'
ment  of suﬂjects'@mka‘it difficult tc’judgé Wﬁ?@ﬁ v &@éi
'gaededvadd whfﬁh 3T6 thk . ‘ e

K émg théSé FeASONS, 5635“dafy ard Qrammar'séhéwfs‘must

ﬁg changed. ‘ '

'
w

He said to make the 6~3~3, !?w Bar sy rstem into a stra ght g year ‘

sy« tem, Durihg these 9 yéafs, students should work at labor fgr
' \ E .

1734 hours (Junﬂ 1¥ 1940, Jen Hin Yuch Pao)

it is obv%ous this proposed reform was not initiated by Peking

‘feachers University but was forced by the Communist Party. In the

same reﬂmrt'the Propaganda Minister, Lu Tina V-, said the basic
i ‘J prg ¥ "

program of education should be shortened nOPCUJV“fy study hours -

eed to be shortened, aznd Iabﬁr hours lengthened. This statement

was a rasult of e study conduc ed since February, 1960, In education.

The nine system makes the former secondary and grammat schools

four~step system (senior middle, junior middle, senior primary,

junior o 't mary) into one system, This results in Fewer school years
and tow ‘scholastic ability., However, in this vay’ maﬂy people wzl%

“receive @ secondary level education.

The situation today, howevar, is such that many heabia candat

attend even four yszars of junior primsry schoolb, R d L%zwa, the

L total numkﬂr of students is incieasing every year and rgnortcdly

"‘""Y:;‘ («,.-11



ol
P, N \ - . Ty N . - N .
reached 80% recontly. However, 1f thisois correct, theré are still
20% of the population not sffestod, The number of puplls decrease

after juniorapriméry gehinol, end many less 9o to sagondary school.
{t is for this reason the govermmont is trying to introduce
~ secondary schosl with Fewsr required ysars, However, these groblems b

witl exist even if there is 2 straight §-yeatr

additionally, the siress @ﬁ'@aiiéiméi
and there are no absfrﬁ;ﬁ 5uﬁ}@ut£;eréfythiﬁg‘fﬂ tlad £ the
vpracticai_and to labor, According to thisg rﬁpgrf tha‘eéuﬂétiémﬁi
reform is necessary, but this‘%aqgireé tﬁevre§ﬁ§ut%shyaf cektéén
problems first. %ar example, teaﬁhers muat e aﬁuﬁéteﬁhahé camﬁmfent;
aﬁd must change théif §§ews'mﬁ gducation 10 ca?&éi&é wfth ﬁﬁmﬁunism.

.

Alsn, inera are some persons who doubt the advisability of thi

Y4 )

o can sce that

2%

reform; the government must destroy this doubt.

3

even if there sre doubts and probiems, Red Chine muist proceed with

el

these reforms and will progeed. By doing this, every schon! in

Chino will change their original purpdse intd the kind sszen in the

.

typicai farmer's school.

a1
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