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CONFERENCE OP MIL±TIA LEADERS IN COMMUNIST CHINA 

/fhe following is the full translation of an arti- 
cle entitled, "Ninon Ashide Aruku Chugoku KokubO , 
(Communist China's Defense Advances on Two Leff/' 
written by Michio Iwamura appearing in Ajia Keizal 
junpo (Asian Economic Thrice -Monthly Report;, Toicyo, 
No: 432, 20 May I960, pages 1-7J 

1. Conference of Militia Leaders *.* '      «,««„,,*> 
A meeting of headers of militia organizations through- 

out Communist China was held in Peiping during the ten-day 
period between 18 April and 27 April i960. Although the 
militia in China has a long history as an auxiliary force 
for the people's Liberation Force, it is the first time that 
we havt hlardof a meeting of leaders of the militia organi- 
zations throughout the nation. A national conference of Mil- 
SS Seadersh^d not been held prior to this conference pro- 
bably because the original purpose of the militia force was 
to cooperate with regular troops in various localities with- 
out eivlne UP its members« normal life. Admittedly it has^ 
not been laid that the conference was the first of its kind 
Sn thf hiltory of Communist China, but Marshal Lo Jung-huan, 
in his opening address for the conference stated; 

"A National Conference of Militia Leaders such 
as we have today is held not only for the first 
time in the ten year long history of the Repub- 
lic, but also for the first time in the whole 
history of the Chinese Revolution.^ 

He went on to state, "this conference testified to the fact 
that we are entering a new phase in ^movement to organize 
militia and the victorious fruitation of the thoughts of 
Chairman Mao on military affairs.  _  ^,M_ „mtia was 

It is a well known fact that the Chinese militia was 
born at the time when the Chinese Communists had estahlisnea 
their stronghold in Kwangsi and started to build its army, 
an! that?thad played an important role in the war against 
Japan and subsequently in the revolutionary war.^ At the 7th 
Kress of the Chinese Communist Party held in 19^5, Mao 
§se?tung reported that the number of ^e people's liberation 
forcehld reached 910,000, while the number of militia mem- 
bers was more than 2.2 millions. 
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There was no discernible trend toward organizing a 
militia dSSi« the period immediately following ^establish- 
ment of ?S^bvernment of the Chinese People's Republic, but 
amass movement for consolidation and expansion of thf.^J"- 
la stlrtel in^the wäke of the commencement of cotamunalization 
£nd t£e devKopmeht of incidents in thejormosa **££•* 
results, large, militia forces were organized in various parts 
Ir the country and it was reported in December 1959 that 
?Lrewe?rmilit?a forces of 5 million members in Szechwan, 
?!??iion in Hoüei, and 15 million in Shantung. Prom the 
L^ara^ce Sf ?erms sSch as militia division and militia 
corpfin newspapers, we could guess that the militia forces 
we?e organizaed on a large scale and have been placed on a 
reSUlarHowever, the Jen-min Jih-pao articles on the Confer- 
ence of Militia Leaders~~3o not reveal the size ot ™je 
mlllt?a force in China, the channels of command, and the 
amount of arms in possession of the mxlivia. _ m,11tla force 

We conjecture that the basic unit of the militia force 
is a people's Commune because growth in the militia had coin- 
cided with the launching of communes. We ^ that a militia 
division has a command staff, but in view of tne na^f5 °* 
the miStia i? seenS unlikely that there is a national com- 

!U ot«f£  Tt 1s our view that the armament department of 
TeMoment cÄ °f a leople-s Commune is exercising 
^tSrHntrol over militia units with the cooperation of 
Sts of ^People's Liberation Army in their vicinity. We 
^Jecturethat each comparatively large «J^1»« J" V**?1 

-2iS\as a^lfia fvision „1th a hierarchyf°y>ftg» 
C

po????ca!'commislioners STmSSia division; militia units 
S? ifliiftus levels are under the control of the regular array, 
«nd ult?SIte?v undtrtheleadership of the appropriate party 
cSmmmees? mi??Ia Lits are ultimately unde^thesuper- 
vision of oarty committees of various levels because ™e 
2S5aha? developed not as a substructure of the People• s 
?iheration Army but as a voluntary mass organization. The 
rn«?e?ence ofMilitia Leaders under discussion was called 
$o?n?ly by ?he Party Central Committee and the State Council. 

o      "National Defense Walks on Two Legs"   
At the Conference of Militia Leaders, experiences on 

m1utiA activities we?e exchanged, and it was decided to con- 
Wnuf ?o ItrengthL ?he militia. However these activities 
are not aimed lolely at strengthening militaristic organizat- 

i0nS# in the midst of the tension caused by the Formosa 
crisis two yearTalo, Mao Tse-tung stressed the need for 
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h^UgolSSef by "is instruction.    No matter how broad 

! Silbf ^ia^f oo^trlUl «A r? 6" 
SSWÄ.^^ÄssT'Ä^It^ 
field' Ttls needless to say that militia members are taking 
mi11tJ training since it is a militaristic organization. 
tl^lletvtt^fnl^not only in marksman^hiP but aiso in 
the techniques of naval and anti-ai*<^ o?^^' f 
are excellent "«^f* ^^ft&f^S Sao). 
S£SeT5£SrtS on'the^celd&fthe conference of the 
S???t?5'do not int"o(?uce us to this aspect of the activities 
SP^mSma.1 The majority of *^ltia f ^1^1^°^ 

which a?e just across   Formosa Strait from Formosa now in 
?Se Sand! of theChlang Kai-shek regime - have taken part 
I« »ntJSl combat in cooperation with the regular army. 
ln a     tccording tS a Statement made by Representative 
of the Ml?tla forces on the Fukien front, during the past 
few vears, hundreds of thousands members of the ^^ia *n 
F^kiln took part in a total of 15,000 actions with the regu- 
lar army! and in 11,900 actions independently.    ^Sf.™* 
IwaS of Tung-shan Tao by the Chiang forces, ^00 Nation- 
i?T?? oaratrooners were dropped in an attempt to cut off the 
ÄrteSsf "Sut. the majority of .g^g^^gS* 
ÄÄÄ Ä ffSsST SSäaÄf gayed 
a^Lportant roles in preparing bridges and transporting 
military goods.        ^       flshemen along the cost of Chekiang 
have been orlanized into militia,  and have been fighting 
alalnsf guerlml activities of the Chiang Kai-shek forces 
The militia corps in Ting-hai Hsien took part in 141 actions 
^^tenemv forces, killing and injuring 12,  taking 12 
ol?sonerf Sdcapturing 11 Vessels, 4 light machine guns, 
and 2TrifleZ   Militia units under the People's Commune in 
£242 HsiefinChekiung have been ^f ^^f ?^jf a?e' In communities not on the coast, militia forces are 
trvine to capture spies sent by the Chiang regime.    ^ J.958, 
"ST ShiangÄ topped three ^<» g*^*^£ a 
Kwangsi, but all of them were captured within 24 hours in a 
joint militia and regular army operation. 
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It seems that this type of militia activity if not 
a-inuari at attainine anv immediate results, but at developing 
a^esiltartpe lore"! l^cSS of invasion by the Chiang forces, 
in conSclon with this problem Marshal Ho ^|.0^a^et. 
of the State Council stated as follows at a first day's meet- 
ing of the National Conference of Militia Leaders: 

"Along with the modernization of the People's 
Liberation Army, we must strengthen the militia 
in order to prevent invasion by Imperialist 
forces, if the Imperialists should dare to 
attack us, we must drown them in the sea or 

Action may drop bombs but not invade the country 
which has^- ?f it should have - 100,000 militia members 
nossessine: military knowledge and training. The great im- 
Sancf If the Slitia liel .to its potentiality as a defen- 
sive force. Tnus, defense power may be maintained even with 
a reduced regular army. 

3- IS g*2 äldfesTloloint out that the activities and 
expansion of the militia in Communist China are being carr- 
iedSut witn the awareness of the threat of invasion from_ 
outside. Why is it that Communist China takes so jerlously ■ 
the threat of invasion? This question was answered in the 
concluding speech at the Conference of Militia Leaders made 
b? ä?ensi Minister Lin Pao. Speaking of the current situa- 
M«tT Ti« Pao said- "At present, the internal situation is 
evSSemelv good  The general conditions of the world shows 
tfart Slst Wind is continuously overwhelming the West Wind; 
condit?onsWa?e gradually developing in favor„of world peace 
and the socialist camp." Pointing out that the signs 01 
mSLra?io£in American'imperialism do not mean any change in 
the basic policies of America," he went on to say: 

"American Imperialists are still dominating 
Formosa which is part of our territory^since 
October 1959, American Imperialists yiolatea 
our territorial waters and sky for 21 times; 
and on 14 March I960, American troops number- 
ing 50,000 and Chiang's forces staged large 
scale maneuvers on the Formosa Strait. 

He also stated, "against these, we musu maintain a high ae- 

gree of vi|ilgce v    statement may SOund an excessively 
exaggerated warning, but it is not hard to imagine how 
tonsil thl^T^ent  and people of Communist China will 
lake the joint maneuvers of ^%^ica^???/?ieS" cSled 
forces in the Formosa Strait. In the "battle field caiiea 
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the Formosa Strait, there is no such thing as a defense line. 
A movement of American forces in the Formosa Strait means a 
violation of the territorial land, sky and waters of Commun- 
ist China. 

The downing of an American U-2 plane over the Soviet 
sky has created a big international problem, but if Commun- 
ist China had shot down by rockets American planes which 
have invaded the continent, the number of Incidents will be 
enormous. At present, Communist China does not shoot down 
American planes, but has instead strongly protested against 
the intrusions through its Foreign Ministry spokesman. The 
number of protests which were filed between the time of the 
crisis on the Formosa Strait and 21 March I960 is 93. It 
is natural that the Communists are maintaining a strong 
vigilance in view of the fact that spies are dropped from 
planes even in a place like Kwangsi as we mentioned in the 
course of reviewing the activities of the militia. From the 
same point of view, Copimunist China is strongly opposed to a 
Japanese-American Security Pact. 

In this connection, we recall a passage from a state- 
ment issued by Foreign Minister Chen Yl on 19 November 1959 
Shortly after the initiation of negotiations for the renew- 
al of the security pact» The passage follows: 

"The Chinese people are suffering from an 
American invasion. The criminal activities 
of the Japanese Imperialists are still vivid 
in the minds of the Chinese people. The 
Chinese government and people cannot help ex- 
pressing a great concern and an extreme sense 
of indignation at the hostile schemes against 
the Chinese people by the Kishi government in 
Japan in collaboration with the U. S."  ■ 
The Japanese people are afraid of being Involved in 

the future in a war promoted by America as a result of the 
proposed Japanese-American security pact. 

However, for the Chinese, it is not a problem of the 
future, as they are now being invaded by America and receiving 
constant military threats. Such a Far Eastern policy of Amer- 
ica and alliance with Japan lead the Chinese to express 
"grave concern and extreme sense of indignation." The stren- 
gthening of the militia in China is being conducted under 
these circumstances. 

Marshal Ho Lung, in the statement referred to earlier, 
said: 

"In view of the facts that the American Imper- 
ialists are controlling Formosa, expanding 
their military bases around us, and actively 
supporting the revival of the Japanese millt- 
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arism, we cannot positively relax our vigilance 

rff no^aiie?nee°?nat In the sense Indicated 
,w the^SiSnal conference of militia leaders shows one 
of Ihe coun^S measure" taken by China against the proposed 
Japanese American security pact. 

miltia Forces " & the statement, he poirxtecVout: 
m11  building and protecting socialism are the 

two glorious tasks imposed on every member 
of the militia." 
He further stated: 
"During the period of building peace, the 
basic responsibility of militia members is 
to arouse the revolutionary spirit andtto 
promote actively the national e;?noS;,rtriftl ronference Judeins: from these statements, tne National Conference 

«* Militia Lelders was not addressed solely to military pro- 

ia members to»      ^ defending the ftherland 
and its economy, and in the economic front, 
IS become active elements in bringing about 
technological reform and r^ation.   reported on 
Militia leaders from many parts of Chinaw5®fr°^^_ 

their experiences in the field of production. Many dele- 

rate of attendance at work, and increasea jneir *"•"" force, 
??vas aresult of their participation in the militia icrce, 
although ?hly we?e originally from farming communities. It 
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was imported that lh a steel refinery In Szechwan province, 
the leader of militia in the refinery climbed up on top of a 
blast furnace to repair damage caused by an explosion, in 
addition to these stories, there were many reports about 
militia"members who had contributed to production by taking 
the initiative. . 

The militia organization is extended to various as- 
pects of the social life of the Chinesej there have been 
reports! about their activities in the fields 01 education, 
sanitation, and sports. „  - 

Delegates from the militia unit in Liaoning Univer- 
sity reported that the members of the militia unit in the 
Department of Mathematics In his university have decided to 
"adopt a combat posture in studying sciences", whereby the 
Department organized 143 combat squads and visited more than 
70 factories and enterprises in Mukden and An-shun helping 
with their programs of "mechanization, ssmi»mechanization, 
automation, and semi-automation." In collaboration with 
workers and technicians, they conducted 2,847 scientific re- 
search projects, thereby completing the I960 Scientific Re- 
search Plans 10 months ahead of the schedule. 

Under the slogan, "build a strong physique and de- 
fend the fatherland/ the organization of the militia has _ 
raised the athletic standards in many sports. The Slam Rail- 
way Academy, for example, had no one who won athletic grades 
set up the State prior to the organization of the militia, 
but thereafter as many as 200 students won grades last year. 

The level of athletic activities at Tsing-hun College 
has also been raised since the inception of militia and the 
College won two victories at the First National Athletic 

As an example of the many programs carried on the 
militia, it was reported that 13,000 female members of 
militia units in Fukien province had built in 20 months a 
dam called, "the Fair Ladles' Dam," which can hold 40 mill- 
ion cubic kilometers of water, more than the famous 13 am 
Dam" In Peiplng. .   '   - .  . 

when the proposal for the construction of the dam in 
Hui-an Hsien was made in June 1958, women responded first, 
and organized November, 1958 a women's militia comprising 
13,000 members. They completed the dam in February 19t>0 
after overcoming numerous difficulties by means of a high 
degree of organization and systematic approaches (Jen-min 
Jih-pao, 27 April i960). '   ■ 
-"" ~when one considers this aspect of the National Con- 
ference of Militia Leaders, one might get the impression 
that it was not a meeting of delegates of militia units but 
a conference of progressive producers. It seems fairly 
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certain that the majority of delegates who Participated in 
the conference were progressive producers. They came merely 
as delegates of militia units this time. ««„«^a a    The phrase, "Everyone is a soldier," had a bad connota« 
tion to a Japanese as it smacks of the old catchword, "Every 
sublect is a soldier." However, the Chinese catchwork, 
"Everyone is a soldier" must be taken to mean that everyone 
is a soldier in the sense that he builds, promotes, and pro- 

tects the ^^™™%i» peacem pollcy underlying the 
policy of "walking on two legs" when we realize that defense 
Expenditures have been increased and the size of the regular 
Ir^ has been reduced in spite of tense foreign relations. 

#1499 
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