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FOREWORD

Thig publiéation was 'prepared under. comtract
1 by the UNITED STATES JOTWI PUBLICATIONS RE-
SEARCH SERVICE, & feéé;éil government - organi-~
zation estab]_.i_ghede,;;to?iservig’e the translat.ion'
and research needs of the varioﬁs govermment

departments,
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+ 'THR LEADERS "momﬁsm'gém WORKING PE@QLF; L

‘:'.\-
;,

[F‘ollowing is 8 translation of‘ an artiele by V. Shurygin. AR

‘In the Russian périodicel Konmunist (The Commmist),: Vol.

XXXVI, No. 3, February:1960, Moscow, pages h5-53;7 - .

Today the Soviet people entertain Joyous &nd. .glrorious thoughts-«-
thoughts ‘about the Seven-Year pla.n, the Plehum of the -Central Committee -
of the Party; the fourth session of the Supreme Soviet USSR, and their . °
wise and sagacious decisions, ‘the speech end-report. of Nikita Sergeevich™
Khrushehev in which the. untiring devotion 'of . the partv and government to '
the welfare: ‘of “the people was manifested with such great. sincerity. T

' Honor.mg the numeérous’ requests for speakers end lecturers, the

party committees aré éxperiencing turbulent days. Everyone wants to hear}'

the vivid, vital story of the Plenum’' of the Central Committee and the -
session of the Supreme Soviet," of how our soclalist state is, moving for—=‘f
ward with Her¢ulean steps, How industry and sgriculture will be devel-
oped throughout.bhereountry and in Oreaburg Oblast, and what the tasks .
of the setond year of ‘the Séven-Year plan will be. - -Under these condi-  °

tions, one oi the moet importent requirements of mass’ politica.l work be- . )

comes particularly significent--that of strategy and flexibility, the
ability to explain well and opportunely to the people the decisions of
the party and the government 5 to thoroughly satisfy their ideological
interests, P
‘To - whom should this important matter be entrusted‘? B ' .
~When it was necéssary to explain to: the workers and’ peasants the L
plan for electrifying the country, V. I.' Lenin wrote:: "Everyone suffi- = -
ciently trained, scientifically and practically, must be mobilized to . -
propegandize the electrification plan...' - {Selected Works,. Vol 31 ‘
p 499). How topieal these words of Lenin are even todayy. Indeéd; .all’:
cadres that dare sufficiently trained must be immediately draxm intd thé’
work of propagandizing the decisions:.of the XXI Conhgress of the’ "0PSU, .
the December Plenum of.-the.CC and: the: session of the Supreme Soviet: USSR, -
in order to reley: the deep purport and signlflcance of. ‘these historic 0
decisions to all workers, to help each citizen determine his pla.ce in: the
netional struggle for pre-schedule fulfillment of the Seven-Year Plan.” 7 °




It is generally known that present success in mass political work
can be -achieved only if it is guided mainly by the supervisory cadres.
Their participation in political work strengthens ties with the masses,
meking 1t possible for the party organlzations to note end opportunely
agsimilate everything new and useful created through the initiative of
the people, and, at the same tims, *o disclose Qefects .and rapidly take
steps to eliminate them,

The direct participation of leadsrship in political agitation is
the most 1mporta.nt condition for the success of the over-all activity of
the party in educating the workers. - Business-like everyday contact with
the masses must be an. important crlterion in. evaLuat;lng the: work of each -
leader and this;is’ emp‘aas:.zecl in the. decree of the CC CPSU, ,”Conditlons
and steps for improving mess: political work in.. Stalinsk Oblast."”. A task’
of leaders of party,. soviet, tra&e-union, Komsqmol and. economc organip
zations is to. systematically report to the workers. :

As Ain other, oblasts, : groups of speakers e.nd lecturers work :.n our
oblast throu .the. obkom /oblast. committee/, the gorkom [eity. connn:.tteé], v
and raykom /rayon committee/. of the party. - In the obkém group. are secw
retaries, menagers; and deputy managers of. departments of the obkom, _
Leaders. of the ‘cblispolkom /Oblast Executive Committee/; menagers: - of) . |
o’blast' departments and directorates, lead.ers of ‘the. somarkhoz [ﬁouncill
of the National Economy7, institutes , and other oblast orgamzations and. -
institutions. . . :

- Before.the lecturers go out to the rayons and cities, the secre- )

" taries of, the obkom instruet them.. It is important that the -cblast--
worker -go to, the rayon not- just ko give & report or-lecture. . This: 13
“not ehough for the leader, He must also-be- an organizer,’ and show By
word and deed how to- fight for technical progress in, indnst"y, and how -
to raise the level of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes further. And there- .
fore the lecturer must himself study the.conerete problems of the econ-

~omy thoroughlyy and know-the situation in the obla.st and in: his rayon.
This: then is how:he will:help: to- instruct.,.; PRI
- The. reports: of the leaders, who speak: beforex the people must be
related especially. closely to them and understood. by them; these reports.
must: also be related: to practical matters so that.the workers will bet-
ter understand the. tasks:posed: before them, V,. I. Lenin seid that . - .:
- "nothing will:be. sccomplished through a mere repetition. of the truths : -
- of pure' Communism," He demanded that-agitetion and propagenda beé re- ,
lated-to the: po:bicies oi‘ the Communist Party a.nd to questions of eco- . .-
nomic construction. e SR URVIE R B . :
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of plants, chlef engineers; and. heads:of shops - frequently speak before
‘the ‘Workers on important questions of‘party pclicy.» "For we know, thet” 4
vthose who: understand thorpughly the conérete. questions of:the economics

The instructions of Lenin are particularly valuable boday, ‘now .
that Communism hes become “the practical task of ‘the ‘day. - Political work
has‘been called.upon ‘to-mobilize the workers €o° fulfill ihe grandicse
national ‘economic-plans. * One must. ‘bear in mifd that the speech of &’
leader will reap’ much bénefit: only if the leéader carries on & -direct
and sincere exchange “%rith the’ workers, and does’nét try +6 smooth amay
the‘sharp angles, hy—pase ‘difficult questions, or, as e e4id, tack, .

" he collectivé and steteé farms’ of -the oblast. dceided to: deliver L
and se*l to the §tate 165;000 tons of meat in'1960°-the equivelent: of
elmost two yearly quctes--and in: this wey fulfill their meat quota
planned for thé end of the Seven. Year Plan; t6 sell 0b leds than - s
390,000 tons of milk--35, 000 tons in exceas of “the ‘Pldn and 65,000 tons '
mote than in 1959, and “to sell«no less than 75 million’ eggs——ll wmillion
more than last year. Agricultural workers haye'pledged themselves to "
increase the gross yield of ‘grain,’ +0 obtain 100" poods from ‘each hec~-' '
tare” this year, and to deliver 129 milllon poods of graln to the govern-' o
ment, : .

~Aof couree all these pleages are the result of the persistent :
organizational and political work in. which the” leading cadres partici-«-
pated. ‘They did not-go’ into the agricultural reyons for- Justone or 2 -
daysit It is’ virtually useless for 'a-léadér to flash by like a‘meteor, -
meke &’ few reports in'a’ slap-dash menncr, end then go home.. . As a rule,
the lecturers of the aukom stay in the' Tayons Por-7-10 daysi. o7
AR Recently, ‘groups of Jecturers. in’the gorkom and raykom have be~"
come more: active. ‘Party orgénizations are ‘zoncerned that all. leading
cadres participate ‘directly in 'mass political’ work ‘in the cities and
rayons all, not Jjust party leaders.M;A groupof  lecturers .of “the Orsk
gorkom, for example, ‘have made an excéllent’ gccount of themselves: ™ It
is comforting to see the personel example’ et in Orsk by the. seeretaries ‘
of" the gorkom, raykoms, and ‘primary: party crganizations. And there is -
8t111 one more ‘noteble phénomencn as regards thiseity: -the: directors

of industry can explein them 1n detail to the meeses,:. and thus rclate j¢y7
the intexnal and foreign-pollcy ‘of the party to the practlcal tasks on.

which the collectives of .industrial’ enterprises make ﬁecisicns.c At the *f
Jsame time, such speeches help tc propagate the expe ience of producticn
immwmme.ﬁw”

A "To’ make the experience of leading wcrhers the proPerty of thcu— .
sands, ‘or  even-of millions, is the noble- and honoreble concern oF, each
leader. V. L. Lenin repeatedly: exprcssed this: thought Id 1918 ke -

'wrote: - “Right’now we mist concern’ ourselves. that ‘the mdss cf: unusually

valuable maxerlal which we have in’ “the form of the experience of a new
organizaetion of production in individual eities, in individuel eftern.’
prises, in individual rural communes, become the property of the masses?
(Selected Works, Vol. 27, p. 178). 'And, under present conditioms, the
propagandizing and inculecation of all ‘the best in industry ‘and agricul-

ture is one of the chief tasks of mass political wcrx.
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organiaza:t:i.one atxd ke em;ire Spv ‘et communl by 's"t” ;éénort\;nities ;o
strengthening ideoldgieal ‘;:erk;,' ,It_ has ‘orevgded;e. cleer-cuk | )

d‘way;«;om a,r'e. t-aking o
#s.the, cc g ‘requizg

vitha oux 9olitie&1 infﬂ.uence. ‘

" ;After . the decree ;of the.

, “a.irs jon ourt ideqleg:.cs.l fron’g
- seldon spesk:before fndividual :'grcti-ps_-eo kers,  for .oelg

vomen . Vouen 'as g rule participete in 'bhe general meesures conaucted -

narty organizations, ‘but, a8 1s know, tiey have their owm interests. . .

conferences» ams w:i.ll be the begieiiing of 38y 't;ema’eic and-;-v 'ied me.a
political work.samong womeni ! - . : - '
‘ The deqree of: the iR concerning ga.rtw

L

,.PPPasanda exerts a. tremehr -
_dous :influence ;on the-activities:of. the-asithollektivy. 51-@3&&3“ unit_g]

Many:-party iorganizetions are. e:qaanding :end. gt
agi 'ta.tors FRdm AMORG: lea.ders@ e i : ~
2 Not: everything;- 6L courss, goes e.lbng smeothly end evenlyL '.mere
axe: still Fruatrations, defects .and-cmissions. Westill find emong
obldst’and rayonlsaders. é‘hermitsi‘ o shunf \reports. and-chats with the -*
. workers;, ‘snd smong the: exénutivee_;there&eme thbse who:feel that. peliti-i L
cal:work. witli-the messes:is: the: a:t"fa.ir, of Jus;b the party workers, \e'. Wt
~ have:other tasksy. Ithey BaY~4Q setplene ‘1n:motden; torbent’ out mates- : .
- rials;:torprovide: ‘enterprises vith Tev matérislsi:: They 8o not. under- iy
standd-s-nerk dm.,‘:bhey vant?m unaerstand.-»-that under Seviet ‘conditions ecen-

omy ana p‘bl:tues -are: insepareble apé, tha,t eeonemic successes denend

;engthening the ranl:s of

e B

i 1 ) the masses are growing,*and 11: is.
aocwr im'oeas’ible te s3tmit, the speeches .of . 1leaders'to hig:days;: to the:
occasion of ‘gredt ‘events either inside the country or sbroad. . It: must-:
be admitted taat mot inall:pawby: efganizatiens by far exe the leading ¢
cadres gttracted to: nolititalwerk among. the' working elass.:: The. ebl:om
ino.orses the J.ollox'ing t&e&:' in eeeh city snd: rayon sthe: leaders are:

The obkam: deeided t.o eenduetf ,ra.yen and obTast. _ccgmerences of women in = v

e




_ speakers WhHo “rth ‘theélr wérm): ‘sincere wopds ‘and simple héart-to-heart

Usua}.ly the Ieaders give their renorts before & tremendous audi-
ence.  Buf;:one shopld not. -underevalyete talks with groups,: indi¥iduel
workers, . eolléetive. Tarm. 'WOI‘sselS ,.dn, le’e us sg.*r, & Red Corner, apartuer,
dormitory--evefywhere ‘where there is an omortunitm ‘In such chetg it I8
sbmetimes oossible to give the people 8 bettqr ansver- regaxding some.- ques-
tion,* “and> 10 ‘Tearn about: their life and. yrevalling spirit ’better tha.n 1n
more crouded meetings. 02

sIn Bedding leqturers 0 citles and rayons , tne o‘bLom of the na:cty
is concerned ‘about uhetner that they ‘heve: ‘been: Iistening. 1o the .remarks ;
of the’ workers ‘and ‘collective’ farm workers, whether they., have ‘helped to
e.;.imma*e der.ects, g -vhether: they have shmred that thev care..about cui-
tural ‘and ‘everydey neéds snd interests, For it is: knovn ‘that: politicel .
work (including such forms -as Teporis, lectures, and talks) must touch
every. facev of 1ife of ‘the Soviet’ citizen. - The . lecturer is not a good ..
one vho mekes" a good repory bt remaing indifferent. to: the,11fe of the ..
people. ‘Tt should e stated, ‘though,”%hat the. mijority of. barty obkom -
lecturérs gwe serious a*tention to the caltural -and everyday needs ol : !
the peoj:le. i RecentLr ‘for example; & lecturer. of the ‘harty: roblkom; a lin
comrade Semin, managér of the ‘oblispolkon Zébl&at Eyecutlve Committeé?,
vent' to Lyuksemburg Reyon. The collective farm vorlkérs réguested him .o
to hels them ‘obtain maﬂhinemr for an inter-collective farm hjdroelectric 2
station. :Comrade Semin did not brush them ol After he returned from
his &.zty, “he went to the: approprlate oblast organlzation, e was persist ‘
ent, and fiachinery Tor. the ‘powsr station was ellocated. i@ Tx. .

Freqpen%ij the’ lecture itself or-a- report: helps 1o dwaken inter-
ests' a:1d to arouse the collectives to show greater concery for the i~
vecple. " Such & fact indicates the efficecy of the lectures. end reports.
Recently: there wae: & lecture in- the Orenburg tieuimpregna :Lng »lent .
about the moral meke-up of the Soviet citizen. »It,vividly and’ nersua- .,,._.;,
siveJy qz.seussed the fr:«.,endahi,n and mutual help of ‘the Soviet people..
THé 1ecture ca,used & lively. exchan(;e of . opinion. Then" factory. matters
vere: 'bréught up, | -The chairmen’ of the. women's soviet proposed that . a -
home' for & woiker, ‘conirade Zhulev, ‘be buil t. "He hes & family. of ;f'ive
ehd his wife is in the hospitel. He had- begun to build a home bub.i o
lagked enough: money. * The whole collective ghould help him: "< Ang. ’thev ’
found §tove-mak=rs, .glaziers, and carnentersa “The saromen-Kept house. il
The zavkon ' IE /factory committee'] and’ ma.nag,emen‘b found it. possa.b'ie $0. ne}.n o
him with matertuls and money,.’ The plent. cok ective hélned thus man, it
'built Yim &-home; end noivhis Taily ig well .off, .- Fa e

<0 ~’I’his ghows the’ many--mos+ ‘of .all, tid remarkable—-quali‘bies of
the: SoViet pecple, who ‘ard. Blvays ready to come to.the aid of oneiape fi
other. And Hot.a Emell.role in, the developme:i‘b ‘o these ‘hovle: qﬁalities,
these Communi&t “traits of chamacter, 18 Played by those ‘tecturers &nd -

talks " arouse ‘pure t’héughts and fe'alin,gs in e aeoole. I AL
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.+ Callousness, indifference.to the interssts of the peonle, to
their way ofi1ife, :18. intolersble.:’ The bureau of the party obkom . -
threshed ‘out :the gquestion ofr Yeports. of oblast leaders.to the people in -
order to dinereagge the: reswonaibility of our cedres as regards political -
work with the mbsses and:sstisfying the just demands.of the workers. - i
Some leaders were.sharply criticized at. the plenum of the:obkom-and =
oblast party conlerence for-seldom: speal.ing ‘beﬁore the workers,: end’ Tor
not elvays being attentive te therneeds .of “the D&ople. Success in no—
litical-work; as ig. we].lvaknom, ‘depends on ‘the thenes of the reports,
lectures, and talks, And it is ‘here that’ 1t is imnorta,nt to lmo d the
moods, wishes, and’ ‘interests of. the masses, @ .. . :

Tet us ¢ite another example. . Oblast 1eaders vho haVe gone to
colleotive - farms and given reéports there have recounted in the obkom
that -‘théy have most frequently. been. asked hov the transfer to. mOneta.ry o
pey for the labor of kolkhozniks 4ill be; effected. - The. obkom decided "
that:this: question should be. discussed in mozre detall in- reports during g
ordinery trips tothe agricultural rayons.. This was: done. In addition.
& lecture:on:the monetary payment of labor on .colléective TArme was pre-.
pared and distributed to: various ple.ces. Articles on, this same thevne
appeared inioblast and rayon publica,tlons. Cn

.. Vhen .the party comnittee maintains continua.l contact mth the
masses w1t of course knows. whet [interests -and avouses -the workers; e.nﬂ

. g °

it is not &irficwit. to £4nd. - suujeets for the reports;. lectures, end - <. -

talks;" tminh ‘are of general incereat not only to all bu‘b also to inoi-
vidual groups: of the neonke, . - B
- Political reports-are: not. the enly :.orm of narti"ine'bion O.L pa.rt,,r,
soviet, and. economic cadres in political’ work :and -the.edw ation of the
vorkers, It is becoming more frequent, £or exemple;: Jfor leaders to give
accounts .of the work of ‘the ‘institutions, enterprises, and organizations
virich-they head. This. strengthens the bond -betwveen ‘the. leader -and the
vorkers, increases the sctivity ‘of the masses. 4n the menagement’ of pro-.
duction, and helps to elininate defects. Su.eh meatings are & sehool for -
the political ‘educgtion . of peonle.. ;
- The accounts of the sovnarkhoz [Eouncil of thie Naticnal Econozq71
were x:ecently discussed 1n" manf ‘oblast enterprises.  Serious- questions = -
vere ‘raised dn the speeches of the leaders of the Oremburg Kirov plant. . -

Comrade ILukovenko, the clilel technician of the plant, stated that the ‘- -

sovnarikhoz must sctively help the enterprises %o strengtiuen. their ties L
with gelentific: researca. institu*-iens. - A'further. grovth of. praduction
is pogsible oniy with mechanlzation and au‘boma:bization. -The-plant cole .-
lective has frequently ra,ised the . yuestion, OF threshinc, out & number of -
important technical and ee,onomic problems bei‘ere some scientiric res -
search institutes, but the:institutes have tmved aside the Tequests .of
the plant. The sovnarkhoz took steps in sccordance . with man; observa-
tions. .




e -oronosaﬂ.s.~ It i’ iibortant to helh set. thin{,s rlg,ht ‘and £

‘ This >lavec1 a pomtive role. It is not enough merel«r to five a.c~
¢ounts , reports, and lectures, or saerely to. l._sten to observatn.ons end -

5 péople to ..
see that theil o‘bservatioaa and prooosals are beihg conaiaered and af'ted
upon.’ X?ithou'ﬁ this, poLitical work is ‘inconceivable,. because 1¥ losgs
its chie;. qhaiity--ellicacy” end, ‘clearness of purbose. . .

Sd.nda,,r resdings have: fOund great nopuls.rity in Homes oi‘ Culture
and 1n &1ubs ‘and Red Cormers in ipdustrial. entemrises , biilding _projects,
state ;arms, ¢ollective ¢arms, and institutlons. Their themes have been 3
varied.‘ Here, Tor éxemple,” are soide lectures and i‘epor*S given on Suns
days in Jefuary’ in Oretburgs "Results of the December Plenum of the cc”
CPSYY; "The Fourth Session of the Supreme Soviet. USSR, " "The Interna- }
tiohal Sithation,!' "Fhture Prosmc#-s for" the DeVelopment of Orenburg in =
the Sever-Year-Plan," "Me Creativity bf A. P. Chekhov,! "Soviet Literas
turé ‘in° Modern Times + " “Netural Resou,rees of Orenburg and Their Use in .
the Seven-Yea.r-Dlan ' "ow to Conduct Oneself in Soclety," it "How Religion .
and Fa._ith in God’ Arose," and othei‘s. “Tn "’eplov Rayon the. folloving lec~ .
tures and réports were givén, in addition to the lectures on the results .
of the Decepber P.Lenum o; the CC CPSU and the i'ourtn session oL, the ‘
Supreme Soviet UBSR:  "fue Strugdle for a Healthy Wey of life Is = Matier.
of Conicern'to the Waole Commhity,” "Athelstic Bduca'bion of .Children ia
the Family and: School," "The XXI Congress’ of the CPSU on Practical Ua,,rs
to BEliminate Wers from the Life of Sec:Lety, " "Bducating le;dren in
Respent. for. Uork, “énd others. .- ..

‘The, secretaries of the gorkoms and rajl'oms oi‘ the pﬂrty, tne
chairran ‘of the ispolkom /Bxecutive Comnittee/ of the Soviets of: = . .
Horl:érs' -Denputies, the.directors of enternrises, and other lead.ers taLe
é,ctive part in tie Sunday readings. .

' The Junday readings ere attractin,_, an. ever increasinr nunber cu,
vorl:e;s. ‘This is. expla.ined by the. f.'act that ne.rty, ,scviet I cand.- .4.8.1'11;! A
J.eaders oartic:.pate in thew. The audience usually asks meny questions.
The' Sunda.,,r readings: ;requently conclud,e with g 1ively discussion, 'in’ the ;
course of vwhich observa.tions are made conﬂeming the work m certa.i. P
institutions gnd’ en‘bem;lses, and Dbrobosdls are advanced. SR Ll

' * The bureau of ‘the obkoil recentl,,r reviexred the question of the, e‘t-
ne"‘ience gained in tie Sunday rea.dings An Orenburg. It recorrmlended 0
’tne gorazou ‘and rayl;om “tligt they ‘and sevt;ons of.- tne Society for Propara-"f
‘tion of Political ‘and Sciénti °:Lc Knowledge organize Sunday readings in
_a.ll the rayon centers and densely faopulawd points of the oblast, o
L . Leaders ‘have neny” op: wortunities to parr.ic:ma e persorall.; 4n.
a\,ita.tion end propagedda; Here 1t is important not to be conte t'.,:'wiﬁh
the' usudl: metnods ; and not. to: stou with what has e,lready ‘been”at jined.
Standard and sterotyne are ﬁot to be put up vitn 1n politica,l vorl;

4.
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Such a ma.ss form of pclitical work as. an eVening of: questiena andt::
answers , for- example, f’ully iust:tfies itgslf, The experience’of. the. - *
Buzuluk. gorkom ‘s interesttng‘ “&'notlce hengs in the enterprise or eol-
lective farm for 8-10:days enhouticing thet thére #ill be’an evening of .
.guestions and ensvers, ‘and indicating which of -hhe leadérs will particis’
pate.  “This arouses: -tremendous interest among the’ people. “Thus ‘the, col-
lective ‘Farm House of’Culture in the Stalin sgricultural ‘ertel . . -
( Derzhavinskiy selrsovet ﬁillage sovie’c? ) could not sest e*'erybody
wishing to attend such an’ evening The secretary of the party gorkom, -
the chairman 6f the Fayispdlkom ﬁ'ayon executive coimittee/;  the manager

.of the departments of national education and socisal security, the:publie
nrosecutor, ‘and” the'chief” of agricultural inspecticn answered questions.
The colleﬁtive-farm wo:ckers received e.newers ‘and -explanati onsito liter- . -
- ally every question of interest to them. - In-turn, the'leaders of. the :

- rayon vere ‘gatisfied with this 1nterested. meeting.' Many questions .
raised by the: collective fa.rmere vere then reviewed in the per ty gorkom
and royispotkom, -

o It was noted in the decree of the ce CPSU thét there. still are a

. considersble number of party, ‘soviet, y and sgricultural leaders who do not-
participate nersonally Ain- prolaaganda activity, - Also,: there. are qute a
fev such leadeis who forget ‘that persistent work to raise their . ideolog- .
ical and theoretical level, tiat meintaining daily close ‘communicaticn -
with the people, that explaining to the masses the great ideals of

_‘,,Marxism end Tiéninisim and ‘the ncbilization of the workers to transldte

party” poliéies 4into reality, are inalienable tasks and the importent re-
) sponsi'bility of every Communist, and even more soc of the Communist leader.
" Bach must understand that.only those’ who have deep and ma.ny—s:.ded
- knowleage ‘and thorough théoretical training cen: ‘guceessfully lead the
- unit entrusted to -them or conduet efficient political work with the
.masses ‘ Thérefore the duty of party orgenizations is to assure the.
proper politicdl ‘treining of the leading .cadres. Last yesr, vorkers in -
oblast orgamzetions atterided a 2-year ecoriomic 'school: attached to the:

- obkom. At present; ‘study of the si¢st importent problems. 6f the history
of “the party, and primarily of 'the ‘aetivity of “the Communkt Party after
the XX and XX ‘Congresses, has beén organized in the obkom. There are
theoretical seminars’ in the raykoms and gorkoms, -
o AB- was emphasized in ‘the ‘decree of the CC CPSU on narty propa-.- .

_ geands, the 'aoint ‘of emphasis in the orgenization of political. enlighten- .
ment must be shiftéd “to pclitical ‘self-education as the besic method of

i -mastering ‘the theories of Marxisn end Leninism, a8’ the method which, on -

the* vhole, Justifies itselidin practice. -In the politiesl self-education

of cadres, party orgenizations concentrate their main: ettention. on col-

lective seminar forms of indespendent training. : e




It is now more important than ever that the’ party organizations

.pvla.'ce the question of general and special educatlon before the leaders.

Each Jeader , vhether secretery o; a. gorkom, plert direct.or, chgirman of
& dolléctive farm, .or department chie:f:, mist ‘nave ‘the necessary Knowl-
£dge. . Therefore; if he does not: have surficlent’ education, he must

study with gthers at. some educational insti’cution. Times are such toda&
that ohe’ ca,nnot get very far vi'bh merely & single skill or-a singlé -~

- yitel’ experiences - le have many good examples, 'in’ this regard ‘But there
are still scie leaders who are not studying, aq,ywhere. Therefore it is

very . difficult for them to” give politzcal renof*ts - the peonle or: to

.cond'..ct agitation—propaganda wo*k, ‘Such a “leader dreaas 8 large’ audi-

f-ea'ring that he wil’L not be able to ahsver tb,eir questions cor-

'f‘he main thing a8 regards repovts a.nd lectux‘es is ’c.ﬁeir meolorri-

o cal contents But we must also dsvote a great desl of ettention &6 vivid,
': _;upderstanda'ble forms of explaihing the material. It is important that '
- any lecture,- any. report, be interesting and easy for en audiente to

understand. “This:is one of the most important conditlons for militant -

.;_and convineing agltation and’ pronaganda., It is knom that- there are
;fstill meny ‘lectures. ané. reports 't’.hat eould lul] am audience to sleep -

e

with their ‘monotony end tediuil, and’ freeze people with their :cold indif-
;-:..‘:ference: The meterial. is"good and “the” facts are interesting, but it .

é.Oes not }nndle the hearts of' the' ne*mle nor arouse themn 'because there -

_.is no’ pa.ssion, no enthusie,sm, becaaae ‘the spea.kei‘ himseh is' I‘requu.ntly

" quite indifferent to.the expounded facts, speeks’ from'his paper, ‘ahd

.. ig.unable to tear: his ‘eyes avay from, ‘vhat he has’ ‘written. Recently ve

atténded a lecture given before ‘kolkhozniks’ by one of thé leaders of -

Lyuksemburg Rayon. For. almost. en hour he monotonously read a text: whic_h

- had been prepared bj other comrades, At first they listened ‘anyhov,"

. .fs‘:feaker, and e chscientiously Tepd tS the very end. "

.--to the workers. s

then' they began to fuss: . but the lectwer, not’ paying any attention to

. the commotion, continued ‘Fepding the text. Then s member, of ‘the audl~ *
-, ence begged," "Don't. read. every line of the text, but everJ o‘tfher line,

vat

50.you'll finish’ soona:;:‘ "It's "imp'ossible t0 do “l;ha ! objected the

!l‘he party obkom ‘has’ organized several léctures on’ speech tre.inmg

vfor lecturers and - SPea.k.e“"s. . In Orenbure, . Orsk, and 8 number of agricul-
©.tural rdyonsy imexperienced speakers. aqnen& ‘the leeturds ‘and réports of

eomrades *who ‘have had’ va,st experlence in sgltation and pro_paganda work.
But this.is not qnough. The speakers must sirive. Systematiqally to !t

 reise.théir ideologicel and cultural level, to Sharpen” theif spesch,’ a;id
to .attain ‘the skill of an orator..’ And the most ‘basic thing is' that: -

leaders, must increase. their responsibillty as regards pelltical speeches

e
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- Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchev-is gn excellent exemple of all this.
He maintains contact with ‘the people by thousands of ‘ties, being excel- .-
lently informed as to the needs, aspirations, interests; and nrevailing
. spirit of the workers. N, S. Khrushchev's, sources for-this informetion -
are 'his numerous.trips throughout the‘country, his meetings with the - .
.. people, his daily communication with the masses of workers, their let-

" ters vhich pour in from all corners of our boundless fatherlend., We are

"more end more convinced of this, reading N. 8. ‘Khrushchev's speech &b

the December Plenum of the CC CPSU. - . =~ .~ . - o
7 .0f great importance for party, soviet, and sgricultural leaders
is ‘constent communication vith the masses. - And here all forms must be

used. It is good for a leader to give 8 Cetailéd report, but a siumple,’

sincere talk is of even more value. Political-information talls, for

' example, have recently been held.every week in ‘meny ‘enterprises and on

collective farms of the oblast. ' These reports msy be short, but such a
form-of perticipation by the leading cadres in sgitation work-coupletely
justifies itself. = - B A
o One must-not, of course, overlock such an efficient and strategic
form of political work as the printed speeches of the leading cadres. =
However .large the pudience of & speeker, agitetér, or propagandist may

' be, it cannot compete with the vastness of thé press. Newspapers gnd

.’ " the radio--these are the widest rostrums for the political leeder and -

" the most flexible mesns by which.party committees can systematically
'cqmmunicate_-with_the,working people. - A S
o Each time that nev taske are-placed before the party organiza-
tions, each time that it is necessary.to express an opinion on a given -

question of principle, the cbkom turns to the press and the radic.’ The

main themes of the speeches of the leading cadres are frequently planned

in the obkom in comnection with the reactlons of. the oblast mevspapers
and the radio. Here, a6 inm eny other ietter, the initiative of the
leader is important. . It 1s bsd ior & man to teke up. a theme that he.
does not feel from the soul, a theme that does not arouse his own inter-
est. This would result in a udre foimsl speech. . It is.another matter’
when e mem vrites according t6 the dictates of his heart and conscience,,
vhen he raises. questions which he hds studied well. " Sucha.speech in
nevspapers is read far 5 chord
. We were once sgain convinced of this recently when the ‘oblast -

‘apd vide, and strikes & chord -in the readers. -

party organization waged a decisive battlé for a system which is nev in
principle (in.gonformity with the conditiops in cur. oblast) for culti-
vating the soil and seeding with grain erogs. It was decided to trans-
‘form lumpy, hilly ploughland into deep ploughlend, leveled early in.the
fall; end to eliminate some methods, previously congidered obligatory,’
of spring soil prenaration. o e
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The speeches in the press and on the radio of the leaders of the
party obkom and oblispolkan apd of scientists on these questions played
a prominent role in the victory of advenced nev agricultural techniques.
Mné. vhet tremendous publio response the skillful speeches of the leeding
cadres on agrotechnology in cultiveting corn evoked! Tae radic talks
and newspaper articles vere heerd and read with such great interest that
they have become & unique aid for sgricultural workers.

It is possible to cite other examples shoving the richness of the
arsena) of means and forms of the personal participation of the leadlng
cadres in political work with the messes. But, there ere many cmissions
here. The most importsnt is that we must once and for ell overcome the
chie? defect: the slienstion of sgitation and propagation from life,
from the practice of Comwnist construetion. In & number of party orgens

jzations of the Abdulin, North, Khalilov, and Troitskiy rayons agitation
and propsgande work does not touch upon guch fundzmental questions &s
improvement in the harvestlng of sgricultural crops; every aspect of the
develonment of cattle ralsing end en increase in the production of meat,
milk, and other products; the future nechanizaetion of sgriculture; in-
crensed labor productivity end lowered costs of production; the study end
introduction of edvanced experience. '

Political work with the messes requires dally and concrete guldance,
& deep knowvledge of subject, strategy. Tals is precisely what meny of our
perty organizations have not yet gresped. The oblast comittee of the
nerty sees &5 its task perfecting the guidapnce of epitation and propagends
end the Communist education of the broad messes of the workers by relylng
on our esccumulated experience.
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