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. GUINEA IN ITS SECOND YEAR

. [Following is the translation of &n srticle briginally ~ =
. published in L'Humanite 2ud condensed in Sovremennyy R
- Vostok (Contemporary East), Moscow, No 5, May 1960,
l ~pages !'2-)47&7 oY L , ‘ A ‘ R

w:¥?';<f' ERRRUTI - This Cannot be Bﬁrhi‘tf ' |
Eaily in October 1958, piles of files containing records ana'dbcuf,

~ments were burned in the yard of the Department of Communications.in Conakry, -

Instructions, specifications, Brescriptions, ‘drawings, and everything else
that would be needed by the Guineans the day after the departure of the ..
French specialists, was committed to the flates, The spite and stupidity..
of colonial officials were revealed in that act of open animosity towards .
the Guinean people who' had just then won their independence, . '+ ‘

- The buildings which formerly housed the offices.of the French Com~. ..
mandant are now occupied by.the young Guinean administration. The :es;dehoes"
of the former colonial officials used to be férbidden zones and tabu to_the
Africans, At present-ths people freely come with their needs, and bring .
~their suggestions to the elected workers of the local self-government, . ...

. The burning of the archives did not only show the stupidity and L
wickedness of colonial administrators; the papers that were being burned were
especially valuable documents, not Jjust scraps of office papers. In a coune
try where malaria is a national evil the pharmaceutical plant manufacturing
quinine drugs suddenly discovered the disappearance of ‘the prescriptions for
producing these drugs. Acts of this kind were a part.of a. disgraceful plan -

to prove that the Guineans cannot exist without European.colonizers and that

- their independence would turn imto disaster, = R e T
' ' 7 The first year of the existence of the independent Republic’ of Guinea
irrefutably demonstrated a complete fiasco of all attempts to sabotage the
building of a new African state, International solidarity and the* hard
labor of the population of Guinea ensured significant successes during the

very first year of the prcclaﬁation of sovereignty of . the countrye’

RTINS YRRENPE

First Investment =« Five Billiors R B
The"cOIQnialists’Wéré‘qnick in spreading falsejgﬁmofs:tdéthe=efféct ’
that forced labor was introduced in Guinea, The fact.of the matter was that .

from the first days<of 'its existence the country found itself in a’diffiCult"r
position, All current credits were frozen. It was then. that the people’



oped and became known as g "Voluntary Labor Investment ,n The peasantg are
now building 8 road not for the residence of a Frénbh-commandant, but in ordep
to connect their own Village with the main highvay, ‘They construct schools
for their own children ang build polyclinies for their village:distriéts. No

5€8s It would be appropriate to mention here that, priop to the Proclamation
of independence, the total anmuaj budget Covering a1l &Xpenditures amounted
to seven billion franes, Within the first ten months sinee the declaration
of independence, roads were built,;bridges constructed, ang school and dige
pensary buildings Brected, to the tune of five billion francs and at no labor

ests of different claSses,_eccnomicvstrata, and various ethnie groups, it is 5
self-explanatony‘that'the objective‘conditions that exist in the Guinea of o

uidated disagreementS‘amcng the various ethnic groyps, Those disagreementsu.
were artificial, ¢ inistratj _ , R
played up these contradictions, and set one ethnic 8roup against the other ww
©¢8ey Soussou against’Mbssi, Malinke against Fula, ete, a o B
During my trips 4o the various papts of Guinea I became convinced that - -
the DemocraticAParty of Guinea managed tovrally'arcund’it the,entire‘pqpula— :
tion, and achieveq the’national,unity.3.This is one or the most important -




Certainly there are thdse who ave dissatisfied. They are predominantly,
former cantonal chiefs Zsee Note7. Thel have lost their former power and

the pr1V1leges they enjoyed under the .0ld regime.. Another reason for dis-
satisfaction within certain segments of the pppulation were the, important
reforms’ ooncerning retail trade, which met with approval of the majority of
cltizens. At any rate, only 1nd1vidua1 oppositionists can now be found 1n
certain ‘towns and villages.

: “([Fote:/ See article "L uidation of the Instltution of Cantonal Chiefs
in Guinea“ by - Zh. Syure-Kanal' translit, from Russn7'in SovremannyY'Vostok,
Noll, 1959.) - . s

APrison CMeq Ppeneﬂ g

On 28 September 1959 I was at Kissidougou, located some 500 kilometers
from Conakry, It was in Kissidougou that I could observe the implementation
of the decree approved by the DPG Congress, which set the prisoners free, . .

A crowd of people gathered in the large square under the shade of the
trees long before the appcinted hourseses

T Locdl political ledders and. distinguished citizens. dressed in white
. bubu -- long robes with poukets on the chest == formed two. rows in front of

“:the jaile The district chief, wsaring a three-colored scarf -~ the insignia.

of his office == personally opsned-the door of the prison ward, The inmates
poured out into the square bathsd in sunshine 1vooTh8Y were obv1ous1y cone'”
fused and blinded by the brigh* 1ight ¢.esPoliticians made speeches, They ‘
explained in detail the meaning of the decree which was approved by the con-
gress, . This is not a matter of simply returning the freedom to. people who™
"were sentenced to a jail term. The main problem is.to ensure thelr re~educas=
‘tion (Preforging"), and their return to the fold of the citizens of Guinea,
In conclusion, the: district chief of K1s51dougou announced to the
.freed prisoners: ’ .
' "Now," he said, "gc to your friends, to your families."_ . ”'“'if
One “eould observe ccme thirty men = mostly still young people = mix
with the crowd, which acCeoted them w1tn sympathy and warmth, . And the general
rejoicing ensued.
T Only oee of the former inmates . stood by himself, separate from the
_”others and, afterwards, p“omptiv disappeared, His dress was unlike that of
. the Guinedns ahd the skin of-his face.was white. That was a Frenchman, about

730 years old; who did not compleue his time by two months but took advantage

of the amnesty.
o One- of ithe CGuinean deputies st uding nearby +old me his etory. ‘Return=
]ing home ohe ¢vening this young Frenchman, an emplcyee.of.a commercial firm,

:jfdiscovexed that his esrvent, a (uinean boy, forgot to feed the master's ‘doge

"The white man grabbed a club and began beating the: servant. The boy was
.. taken to the hospital with hoth ear drums brokens L
o Only a few years ago .such an incident would have passed unnoticed, and
a white man in Guinéa would mot have been punished in those days. The man
_.Who had used the club would have told the story as a Joke to his friends
‘aréund a Whiskey bottles However, in an independent Guinea he was brought
to book. He was luoky to- get away 80 easily; the Guinean oourt sentenced the.

_3-



Frenchman only to six months in jajl, : :%% . . ¢ o REET
The same evening I saw that: yoﬂng man :|.n the ber of 'bhe onl:)r rest— '

aurant in Kiss:.dougou. ‘He was qulte confused and finally decided.that it
would not bé nice for him to remain in Gu:mea and live undef this. sort of -
a regime, He had to leave Guinea anyway since, according to ‘the court. order, :
he was subject to deportation after comple'blon of 'his Sentence. He was .going: -
to move to the Ivory Coast to continue "making" colonial francs. -I asked him
what would “have happened in France, had an employer beaten up his servant
there. He . shrugged his shoulders, turned around and disappeared.

: However, there are different Frenchmen, too. A number of teacher s in-
vited to work in Guinea are awaiting exit permits in Paris, in order to go.
and join their colleagues who are already teaching in the schools of the young
republic, thus doing their share worthy of this real French culture.ess .

New Horizons

Not every European can fully realize vhat it means in the life of the
Guinean People to have the youths elevated to the leading posts in the state,
Since ancient times in Africa the last decisive word in everything always . =
belonged exclusively to the elders, Suddenly the position changed drastically,
A young fellow or a girl can now be a member of the village commititee which
makes decisions on all local problems. At long last they have the right to-
vote and they’ use this right in & very active way. Leading positions in
labor belong to the youths N which is the reason why they now show’ initiative
and defend ‘their’ rights. IR B

Revolution ~- since what is now happening in Guinea is a revolut:.on -
opened to the: youths the possibility of accomplishment and they went to work -
with enthusiasme In Mamou I heard how the young generation was heatedly
discussing the marriage laws newly promulgated by the government. From now.
on girls under 17 are forbidden to marry., The state bureaucratd registering
the marriages have received strict instructions to make sure that the bride
agrees to marry the man in question.

To a European this may. seem insignificant. However, in Guinea, as
well as in ‘the majority of other countries in Africa, it was often the case
for the parents of the bride to make the marriage arrangement on her behalf

without even asking her opinion. Girls were married off at the age of 15 and
even younger., As a result many young mothers died in childbirth, while others
suffered from post-delivery complications. . -

A girl in Mamou told me: "You see, not everything is changed yetseo °
However, a girl in the new and independent Guinea has the right to refuse to B
marry a man who doesn't appeal to heress vhereas in the past, it was possible B
that such an unwelcome groom would be pay:.ng a ransom to the bride's parents
for five or even ten yearss.o' :

Apparently, the girl was: rather excited. She seemed to be 17-18 Yyears
old, While talking with me she kept pulling at her head—dress, a sort of '
turban made of pink. tulleeeo -

 When I asked the girl whether she or ‘her friends' could believe =~ WO’
or three years ago -- that such a .change in their lives could take place,
my companion sadly replied "Oh, NOves We couldn!t even dréam about it. We




saw the 1ife of our mothers ki and it was a 1life of slaves -- and thought wibh
horror that the same fate awaited us. Whenh the girls discnsséd .this among

themselves, someone would mehion that, surely, there must be a different way

of life somewhere; but nobody knew for suré, We resigned ourselves to a sad’
and joyless future, Now everything has.changéd :for the betterei.ot -
When the marriage law was being debated the men participated in ‘the

discussions;: ‘too, and agreed that girls under 17 should be forbidden to marrys,
However, what bothered the men most of all was the ransom, According to the . -
local custom, the future husband was required to pay the bride!s parents a. -
considerable ransom,. AU L R T

- .- I was told by the Guineans that formerly, in addition to the ransomy - -
‘the groom was obligated to present the parents with expensive ‘gifts, The. . -
result was that a' young man was paying the ransom for years and ended up. . - -
deeply in debt. On the other hand, some middle-aged, or even old ma¥ == %ho .-
already had several wives, but who had saved a lot of money -~ could afford . -
to marry any girl he likeds It was trade rather than marriage. ‘Today the... -
situatién has changed substantially, and for the better.  Firsty the bridets .-
consent is required ; second, thé' maximum limit of the ransom is sat at 5,000 .-
francs; third, the ransom is handed to the bride (riot to her parents) to .-
enable her to:set up her own housékeeping ... Undeér such circumstances, even: :. %
a poor young man ‘can marry. the'girl he loves, who ‘would agree to becoms his.
wife, .. . ¢ . : T

Poligamy is widespread among the population of Gtﬁ.né:a;;::.as' well as of - ..
the other countries of Africa. This problem is so complex that-it is im-
possible to solve it by administrative measures either in a day or in a yzear.m-_;_;,‘q;:‘;ff.

" Neverthelees, the girls with whom I talked are decidedly against -
becoming third or fourth wives of their husbands, I remember a discussion
of this subject at a meeting of one of the youth organizations. The speaker. ....°
was a girl responsible for organizing the service of law and order. With an. « .7
enthusiastic approval of her friends she announced: "When I. get married, I . .. "
will demand that my husband take no other wives, I will be the only mistress .- . °°
‘in the house ™ -~ ¢ . LT e

.To the Guinean youth, the solution of all of thdse problems is. a._
matter of dignity and self-respect, which fact is one of the fundamental
victories of the Guinean people, - . . .- = DT o :

On 28 Septefiber 1959 -~ the first anniversary of the referendum which . .&t
brought Guinea her independence =~ I observed the following picture in the .. ,ui+
large square in the town of Kissidougou. .Orderly -¢éolumns of participants in . '

the festlve demonstration of young men'and women, dressed in orgginal nationm & ‘v

al codtumes (loose shirts and trousefs or skirts of the state flag colorg e . ..
red, yellow,. and .gréen), were marching -in reviews They marched young, proud, ..

freecees A L A . . ' » L e
. To the side, under 'the trees, stood a group of old menes They were . . .. ::*
obviocusly envious of the 'young people and, .at the same time, they were proud . . - ° .
of that legion of the builders -of the new life in the independent Guinea, @ ., .. "

~



’Pog ation /-nSert, page hZ?

' According to thcomplete data (no nation-wide census ‘has ever been
taken), the population of the Republic of Guinea is 2,800,000 ‘and consists
of a number of ethnic groups,

The area of the Lower Guinea is populated by four tribes. Nalu, Baha,

" Landuma, and Soussou. The first ‘three are not numerous .and are the indige . |
endus’ population of these parts, The most’ 31gn1ficant group are the Soussous
who' come ‘from the West Sudan, Having moved to Lower Guinea the Soussous ]
brought with them their original culture, and their 1anguage has spread almost
throughout the eéntire area, The Ful'be Zfbanslit. from Russ.?Tribe sebtled .
in the Fouta-DJallon Uplands, These people are accomplished cattlebreeders |
and also farmers, ‘Central Guinea, bordering on Senegal, is populatéed by ‘the
Tenda ‘people who are in turn, sub-divided into the Bassari and Koniagi o
branches, ‘4 large group of the Mandigo people. popuiates the area near the
border of West Sudan., The Malinke people live in the region of ‘Kankan, They
aré farmers and merchants. The wooded part of the ¢ountry 'is populated by
the: -Kissi, Manon, Gertse and Kono nationalities, Contrary to the majority
of the Guineans, who are predominantly of Mbslem faith, most of the fbrest
dwellers remain animists,

According to the data: niade availahle by the UN, “the Republic of Guinea
has the highest birth rate in the world. Whereas the average birth rate’is
3L per thousand persons, Guinea has 60 births per thousand, annually. .

1 .
P )

Mineral Wealth /Tnsert, page hﬂ7

Guinea owns very extensive dep081ts of bauxite. The most important =
of the deposits beingexploited are located on the Islands of Los /ftranslit, .
from Russ./ and in the regions of Boke, Dabola, ard Kindka, The Tatter two ; .
deposits are located near the waterfalls which are intended to be utilized ..
to provide electric power. Production of aluminum is expected to ‘start .in
the near future, in the bauxite mines area = such as Kindia ~- while elec-
tric ppwer will be supplied by the Government Power Station -which w111 be
built at the base of Kaleta waterfall on the Konkura river. A

Bauxite is mined in Guinea by the open~-mine method, by means of the
stbam or power exeavators. ' The most efficient methods are applied at the
mines, using heavy~duty equipment. The annual’ output of bauxite in Guinea .
is ‘approximately 500,000 tons, of half the output of the whole of Erance, =
which is the fourth largest producer of bauxite in the worlde In the output
of" bauxite, Guinea is significantly ahead of all other countries of Africa.
o Iron ore deposits in the Kaloume Peninsula were known since 190h.
These deposits are among the largest in the world, The resources of this
mining region represent a minimum of 200 million tons, with the iron content =
of the’ ore ‘approximately 5l.5%s Some experts estimate that the deposits of .
iron ore in Guinea amount to as much as 33,5 billion tons! '

b




Democratic Party of Guinea ,[fn:sexj'ﬁl fage ’4.6_7

"To strengthen democratic system of Guinea for the benmefit and im the = .
interests of the masses, to-participate actively: in the complete liberation
of the sister nations of Africa, to accomplish true African unity in the fight - . -
against impeérialismi" Such:is the program ¢f the aims of the Democratic Party
of Guineas ,,. ..o¢. = . oo v , L o 3
Every inhabited point of the republic has an active primary organi- L.
gation --"ises, a cell of the DPG, There are L,123 such cells in the country -=,
i.esy exactly as many as “there are inhabited points, The work of the cells
is supervised by a committee consisting. of ten members, nine of whom are
elected for one year at a general meeting, It is mandatory for the commitm ‘
tee to include three women and two representatives of the youth, No women
or young people could be elected to serve in any executive branch prior to
the declaration of independence., The highest body of the DPG is the Congress.
The latest session (Fifth) of the Congress of the DPG took place at Conakry
on 1l-17 September 1959, Implementation of the decisions of the Congress is
entrusted to the national Political Bureau of the DPG, which consists of 17
members elected for three years (until the next Gongress). ..The Politibureau
includes two women, _ - C _ ;
Current membership of the'Democratic Party of Guinea exceeds one mil-
lions -~ ‘ |
Conakry -/Tnsert, page L6/
The City of Conakry, capital of the Republic of Guinea, is situated =
partly on Tombo Island, partly on the northwest coast of the Kaloume Penin=-. .
sula, Tombo is & small isle about three kilometers long and 1% km wide; it
is connected with the mainland by a causeway. OConakry is a convenient port.- -’
protected from the ocean by Los Island and the breakwaters, . The population "~ =
of the capital is growing rapidly. From 13,600 in 1936 it increased to 52,900
in 1951 and 70,000 in 1960, " About 40,000 residents of the capitalllive on. -

the island, Prior to the declaration of independence the new city blocks on’
the northwest shore of Tombo and Kaloume Peninsula were krown as "European®,::

gt

French officials, military personnel;"aqd businessmen had their residences, in N '
that parts The southeast shore was known stridtly as UAfrican" and was always - . .

overpopulated, - o P S RS

Housebuilding in the maknland part of the capital mms been spreading
rapidly during the past few years and, especially, since the declaration of
independence., Occasionally these districts are refepred to as Tainakri =
which means "Shore City" ‘or "Inland City" == whereas Conakry means "City of
the Sea," o e o St

Guinea Breaks Through ',[fns'ert‘,.' page’ uz7sa' -

Struggling for the achievement of economic dndependente s the Republic . -,
of Guinea created in 1959 the Foreign Trade Administration, which took charge
of imports and exports. The agency ensures the importation of the .goods which
are really necessary for the populdation and prevents foreign speculators from

-7-



:

attempting to burden the Gﬁiheaﬁéﬁﬁitﬁ §i;ikindé ¢£,fubﬁiéhgéaiééﬁbi,5and“
adulterated wines, . ... Lo THRS o . ,

- -0n 1 March 1960 Guinea established its own ¢urrency,:.The French ¢ol-
onial frarc «~ with which foreign capitalists always.speculated: w was re- "
placed by the Guinean franc, S PRI '
%+ ~"The meaning of this reform," announced Sekou Toure, Secretary Gen-
eral of the DPG, during his address at the convention of party activists at”
Conakry, B March," is that prior to the establishment of the Guinean curren- .
- ¢y we' had neither economy nor the finances, whereas now the Guinean economy
is a recognized factor which nobody can deny. Moreover, without our own”
currency we could not plan-the development of our econonmy,"-Consequéently,"
concluded Sekou Toure, "By the enactment off 1 March 1960 of the financial
reform, we are making an important break-through in the colonial system of
the imperialism in Africa.!: S , AT

Soviet Union Helps Guinea: /[Insert, Page 477 =~ .. .

The goal set by the people of Guinea is to transform their fatherldnd <
formerly a colony =- into a mddern country with a developed' agriculture and
industry. : oo o N _ o -

- "The leading country of socialism -- the Soviet Union -- is the first to ..
come to the assistance of the young African republic, Guinea needs to have .. -
its own cadres of specialists. In accordance with the agreement signed by
the Soviet Union and Guineay, the USSR will assist in establishing a poly~
technical institute for 1500 students, ~Besides, it is known that a group
of Guinean studen*s is already studying in the University of Moscow, while §
in the fall of 1960, young men and women from Guinea will no doubt be arriving =
in Moscow to join the youths of the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin Amerie
ca at the University of Friendship of the Peoples, | e L ‘

The Soviet organizations will render technical assistance in the
construction of a cement plant, ‘a sawmill and railroad-tie menufacturing ‘
plant, a" tannery-shoe factory combine, a fruit and vegetable cannery,-a = -
large refrigeration plant, and a sports stadium in Conakry with a seating’
capacity of 25,000, - S U A S

- The USSR will assist Guinea in geological exploration and prospecting
for digmords and gold, and will furnish the equipment for the dewelopment -
of these deposits, as well as'agricultural machineryffor,thevlarge—scalé‘-,j'j,Aw
government-managed rice-growing farms (an area of approximately 7,000 hectares).
and model dairy farms, Technical aid will also be rendered in the reconstruce
tion of the airport in Conakry and the railroad between Conakry and Manou, - *"
in the mechanization of the Port of Conakry, in building asphalt and concrete . .
- roads, and in a number of other projects, A A

Captions to Photographs /not reproduced héf§7 o
Page L3: “Eoffééhiéving'équal’rights.fbr“ﬁoménlﬁ1,Sﬁ¢ﬁ;i§j£hé call' "

of the modern, independent Guinea, . In the photograph: .Column of the girls
of the Democratic. Youth Unions = : . . .. -~ EREA o '

-8-




Page L5: "To vote fbr iridep'eh‘déneel" Su¢h ms the unanimous decision
adopted by the Democratic Party of Guinea at its extraordinary conference
held 1, September 1958, Exactly one year after this historic decisio
1l September 1959 == the Sth Congress of the Democratic Party convened in
Conakry, and the DPG became the ruling party of the independent Republic
of Guinea, In the photograph: Delegates at thh session of the Sth Gongress
of the DPFB.
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WHAT SORT oF PLANNING IS NEEDED FOR IRAQ

@'ollowing is the translation of an interview of Muhammed
Saltman Hasan in Sovremennyy Vostok (Contemporary East),
Moscow, No 5, May 1960, pages LT ang 56,7

QUESTION: Do you consider economie planning hecessary for the ration-
al utilization of the national resources and for raising the living standarg
of the population?

ANSWER: They often talk about planning, nowadays, However, it Seems

wirh an idea of laying the foundation for the economny, building heavy industry,
transport, etcey for the Purppse of increasing the production of consumep goods
and raising of the standard of living of the masses in the shortest possible
time, At the Same time, economic Planning ig not only the formulation of a

[ J

planning can énsure timely execution of the research operations required for
the development of varioas branches of the nationai econony, such ag: farming,
stock;-raising, mining, ang first of all, eils Indeed it is planning that

mentioned branches of the national economy on the basis of the better methods
of production and 2 higher level of technology, All of these operations we
research work, mobilization of the capital ang manpower, utilization of the
new techniques we can succeed only when there has been extensive Preliminary
planning, various parts of which are carried out by the departments concerned
and which are controlled efficiently and strictly by a central authority,

QUESTION; What, in your opinion is the substanee of the econonmic
policy required for the Republic of Irag?, _

ANSWER: Before answering this question I consider it necessary for us
to agree on what We mean by the term "economic policy,."

=10~
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.. The economi¢ policy, d@s I see it, is an aggregate of operations com~ . .
ducted by the government:in the areas’ g agriculture, ‘industry, finance,'and . . -
credits for the purpose.of-solving definite economic probleéms, - The imple= ... -
mentation of economic policy on the basis of a previously 'developed plan is  :
a difficult and complex task for any Gountry and requires extensive study,

The first and basic point which should be considered is the solution of the
‘problem of all possible development of all branches of economy, without ex- -
ception, The next point is formulation of a scientifically sound plan and

a timely application of the necessary measures for nationalization of the
foreign capital in agriculture, industry, trade, and the credit-financial
system, with a consideration to the real possibilities of Iraqs The third

point is the development of the means of production and introduction of the

new technology in all branches of economy, - : C .- o

 In the light of the above-mentioned considerations I beliseve that the
key to overcoming the economic difficulties of Iraq will be a simultaneous - .. .
development of industry and agriculture., It is necessary to conmence working
persistently in these two areas at the same time, since -= if success is to .- -
be had in the agricultural reforms -- organization of the production of = .
agricultural equipment, inventory, and fertilizer cannot be achieved without
industrialization. By the same token, accomplished industrialization pre= ::
supposes expansion.of the local market which could accommodate the new ins
dustrial production. However, this is unthinkable without an increase in
the purchasing power of the peasants, vhich can nly be possible on the con=
dition that the chains of feudalism are liquidated in the village, which
would result in the growth of the agricultural cutput. '

In the area of commerce, the Republic of Iraq has already taken the
first steps towards strengthening the principle of free and mutually~bene=
ficial trade by concluding trade agreements with the socialist countries
headed by the Soviet Union, where new markets have now been opened for the
Iragian goodse It is now possible for Iraq to purchase the machinery and
equipment necessary for her economic progress,

The purpose of the financial policy of any country is to increase the
funds necessary for financing not only current governmental operations but,
also, the measures which are being carried out in accordance with general
economic policy of the country. It is necessary, however, to avoid inflation
which would raise prices, or devaluation which would deaden manpower and cape
itals In this connection it is necessary to maintain the principle of equal
distribution of the financing of various undertakings conducted in accordance
with the general economic plan, among the various strata of the population,
The great difference existing between the incomes of the rick and the poor,
sy be brought to nought by introducing the progressive income tax, in-
heritance tax and, also by exemption of the poor from taxation and by offer-
ing them financial assistence ,

QUESTION: What should be done @or the conduct of this econcmic policy?

ANSWER: The mere compilation of a long-term general economic plan
and the implementation of certain short-term measures do not guarantee a
rapid development of the nationdl economy, It is necessary to train quali.
fied personnel in definite specialized economic areas: -industry, communica-
tions, construction of housing and public buildings s irrigation, etc. The



p

fiasco of the attempts of the- o].d reglme t6 fofmulate such ™ a gene al econcm::.c
plan can be éxplained.by. the, contradictions of the consérvative eléments’ with-v
in Iraw as well as abroad, .lack .of-: conditlons necessary for general economic
planning, existence of a swollen and ~- ¢énsequently == 1nei‘fn.clent govem-' e
ment machiner‘y, a‘gsence of distribution of responsn.b::.l:.ties among the OV,
ernment ‘agencies, anarchy and confusionm as regards planning and mplementation,
and also misappropriation of government funds, -

'.['he state machinery which we inherited from the reg:Lme llqun.dated by
the revolution of 1l July was created to satisfy the mterests of 1mper:.a113ts :
and their hangers-on -~ feudal lords and compradores. It is. small wonder, .. i
therefore, 2y that the government staff is- extremely numerous. but unquala.f;ed .
and that different departments duplicate each other, Such'a staff is unable . - ¢ -
to conduct any economic plan in accordance with the interests and require~:
ments of the peoples It camnot take  into account the labor energy of the . -
masses or direct it towards creation of the healthy economy a.nd rais:.ng of e
the standard of living of the population. - RN

“Fhe basie principles, -which should gu:.de us in the conduct of the
policy of planning are as follows: -

1. Clear-cut distribtution of responmbllit:.es between the central
government apparatu$ =~ which works out the entire general economic plan: mm: o
and the various local burea.us vhich execute such a plan,” g

24 Dlstr:.but:.on of the duties and authority among “the mnistr:.es
responsible for the completion of the general econoimic plan. Lo

3. COntrol of completion of the plan and superv:.sion of current
operations, Also, taking the, necessary sgeps to ensure the suceess of the
plan, : _ . _ .
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