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STRENGTHEN DISCIPLINE FROM TOP TO BOTTOM
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 17, 1 Sep 85 p 2
["Forum']

[Text] 1In the course of party rectification and in the education in ideals,
moral standards, culture, and discipline, we should pay special attention to
the strengthening of discipline and take this as an important step for
strengthening party spirit and ensuring the correct orientation of reform.

Many facts show that the phenomena of indiscipline have developed to a

serious degree in some units. Leaders in those units do not earnestly

carry out reforms and conduct construction in accordance with the principles,
policies, and regulations laid down by the party central leadership; instead,
they act in a diametrically opposed way and completely disregard state law
and party discipline by indulging themselves in all kinds of evil and law-
less practices. They have adopted a completely wrong path. The party central
leadership has.repeatedly emphasized that members of the Communist Party must
strictly observe party and state discipline and must not relax their sense of
discipline and their party spirit. This is an extremely important issue, to
which all comrades in the party must pay special attention. We should realize
that our reforms and modernization process will encounter great difficulties
if there is no good discipline inside the party and in our society as a whole.

How should we consolidate and better enforce our discipline? First of all,
party committees at all levels from top to bottom must straighten themselves
out and all leading cadres in the party must play an exemplary role. The
party should set an example to the public, and leading comrades at various
levels should set a good example to the whole party. The manner of leading
cadres in observing discipline has a great bearing on the whole party and
the whole society. As the saying goes, "if the upper beam is not straight,
the lower ones will go aslant.”" If the leaders do not personally abide by
party discipline and state law, they will not be qualified to criticize the
violations of discipline committed by other people. How can they be counted
on in maintaining discipline in the units they are in charge of? Therefore,
a leader must first behave correctly before he can straighten out other
people. Stalin said: "If we announce a set of party regulations applying
to the leaders and announce a different set of party regulations applying to
the party rank and file, then we will never have a party at all and will not




have any party discipline." Our party constitution stipulates the principle
that all party members are equal before party discipline. So our leading
cadres should set an example in observing what party discipline requires all
party members to do and prohibits all party members from doing, and should
take the lead in enforcing discipline in the localities or units they are

in charge of. Thus, they will be trusted more deeply by the party rank and
file and by the public, who will then become more confident of success in

party rectification and in the efforts to strengthen discipline and improve
the party style.

As all party members must observe party discipline, all state functionaries
must abide by state discipline. No one is allowed to require other people
to observe discipline before he himself also does so; and no one is allowed
to violate discipline under the pretext that a small number of people
(including some leading cadres) are still acting in violation of discipline.
Every one of our party members and state cadres should first set strict
demands on himself in the matter of observing law and discipline. They
should all play an exemplary role. Moreover, superior and subordinate
positions are relative. For example, a county party committee is. at the
lower level in its relations with a prefectural party committee; however, it
is the leading organ of all party organizations in the county. By calling
for strengthening discipline from top to bottom, we mean that all leaders at
various levels should take the lead and set an example in observing dis-
cipline, and we do not mean that some party organizations or some party
members at a certain level need not do so and.can continue to wait and see.
Reform and modernization require us to make every minute and second count.
We should also race against time in making efforts to strengthen discipline
and must take immediate action for this purpose.

To strengthen discipline from top to bottom, we should seriously maintain
normal inner-party political life in party organizations at all levels,
including in party branches. Criticism and self-criticism should be carried
out regularly, and party members in the same branch should meet regularly to
exchange their thoughts and review their performances in adhering to party
spirit. Leading party cadres at various levels should participate in such
activities in the capacity of ordinary party members and should subject
themselves to supervision by party organizations and the party rank and file.
Party organizations in various government institutions should not merely con-
cern themselves with welfare and livelihood matters. ‘They should first look
after ideological matters and do justice to the behavior of .party members.
They must dare to discuss and handle the cases in which some people; no
matter who they are, have violated law and discipline. In short, party
organizations must handle party affairs. Without strict discipline, the
party will not be able to properly handle party affairs and will not be

able to properly exercise leadership over work in all fields.
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LEARN FROM REVOLUTIONARY MARTYRS, PRESERVE COMMUNIST PURITY--CHERISHING THE
MEMORY OF MARTYRS ZHANG WENJIN, WU ZUYI, AND MAO CHUXIONG

Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 17, 1 Sep 85 pp 3-4
[Article by Li Xiannian [2621 0341 1819]1]

[Text] During the long years of the new democratic revolution in our coun-
try, thousands of CPC members and revolutionaries outside the party, one
stepping into the breach as the other fell, fought bravely and laid down
their valuable lives for the Chinese people's liberation cause, for the
founding of the new socialist China, and for the realization of the com-
munist ideal. Among the revolutionary martyrs were Comrades Zhang Wenjin,
Wu Zuyi, and Mao Chuxiong.

In June 1946, in accordance with the strategic plan drawn up by the party
central leadership and Chairman Mao, the Mid-China People's Liberation Army
fought in a heroic and indomitable revolutionary spirit and broke through
the encirclement by hundreds of thousands of KMT troops, then continued to
defeat the KMT troops that encircled, pursued, obstructed, and intercepted
the advancing KMT troops that were fighting toward the southern Shaanxi area
by overcoming mountains of difficulties. The KMT army's viperous attempt to
surround and annihilate the Mid-China People's Liberation Army was thus
foiled, and the PLA troops successfully completed the strategic shift.

While continuing to send massive forces to frenziedly pursue and attack our
troops, the KMT authorities also continued their false peace efforts. They
used planes to drop leaflets on our position, calling for our troops to send
a delegation to talk with them. In order to further expose the KMT authori-
ties' plot to prepare for triggering a civil war by means of false negotia-
tions, our army decided to send Comrades Zhang Wenjin, Wu Zuyi, and Mao
Chuxiong as our delegates to go to Xian to negotiate with KMT General Hu
Zongnan. However, Hu Zongnan perfidiously arrested these three comrades
when they went to Dongjiangkou town, Ningshan County. Our party central
leadership paid special attention to this incident. Comrade Zhou Enlai in
Nanjing and Comrade Ye Jianying in Beiping both immediately lodged strong
protests with the KMT authorities, and Yanan's JIEFANG RIBAO also exposed
Hu Zongnan's sinister scheme. On the one hand, Hu Zongnan flatly denied the
facts of the case; on the other hand, he issued a secret order to ''carry
out secret executions on the spot.'" Several departments recently completed
their joint investigations and collected all detailed information about how




the three comrades were killed. They remained unyielding and awe-inspiring
by upholding justice against the vicious enemy and remained faithful to the
party until they were killed. They demonstrated the fearless spirit and
revolutionary heroism of communists.

Comrade Zhang Wenjin was born in Hubei Province. .He cherished a strong sense
of justice and national self-respect. He was brave in combat and competent

in commanding the army. He was one of the leading commanders in the 5th
Division and commander of the cadre brigade when our troops fought the battles
to break through the enemy's encirclements. Comrade Wu Zuyi was previously

a student from Beiping. Before joining the army, he participated in the
famous "December 9th Movement" and was director of the Civil Movement Depart-
ment of the CPC Committee in the Hubei-Henan border area. 1In the battles to
break out of the enemy's encirclements, he was director of the political
department of the cadre brigade. Both Zhang and Wu.made important contribu-
tions to the founding and development of the 5th Division and the revolu-
tionary base in the Hubei-Henan border area. Comrade Mao Chuxiong joined the
Mid-China PLA troops as a member of the south-advancing contingent of the
359th Brigade. He was under 20 years old when he was killed. Under extremely
dangerous circumstances, the three comrades bravely undertook the task
assigned by the party and went to the enemy's lair. They, unfortunately,

died a hero's death. The three comrades and all other martyrs who died in

the battles to break out of the enemy's encirclements should always be
remembered by us.

During the new democratic revolution, Comrade Mao Zedong said: 'We communists
never conceal our political views. Definitely and beyond all doubt, our
future or maximum program is to carry China forward to socialism and com-
munism. Both the name of our party and our Marxist world outlook unequivo-
cally point to the supreme ideal of the future, a future of incomparable
brightness and splendor." Through more than half a century's arduous
struggle, the Chinese people have eliminated the exploiting system, estab-
lished a socialist system, and made great achievements in socialist construc-
tion. The realization of the great ideal of communism still requires the
continuing efforts made by many generations. When commemorating the revolu-
tionary martyrs, we should carry out their behest and take the martyrs as
models to dedicate our energy throughout our lives to the cause of communism.

Now, our country has entered a new historical period. Since the 3d Plenary
Session of the 1llth CPC Central Committee, we have done a great deal of work
to develop socialist democracy, perfect the socialist legal system, carry out
the policy of opening up to the outside world and enlivening the domestic
economy, carry out economic structural reforms, and build socialist material
and spiritual civilization. Over the past 6 years, we have made great
achievements in all fields. The political and economic situation in our coun-
try is getting better every year; our cause is becoming more prosperous every
year; and our people's livelihood is improving every year. Changes in the
countryside are particularly obvious. We are full of confidence in building
socialism with Chinese characteristics. Ours is still a developing country.
We still have to explore the way ahead and to solve many complicated problems
in order to fulfill the grand task of socialist modernization put forth by the




12th CPC National Congress and to catch up with the advanced countries in

the world. The fulfillment of this great task still requires the painstaking
efforts and hard work of two or three generations to come. The present
historical period is a key period for the transition to communist society.

We should ensure that our cause will be carried forward continuously, and
that the continuity of the cause of revolution will be maintained so that

it may continuously advance along the correct course. On 7 March this year, -
at the national scientific and technological work conference, Comrade Deng
Xiaoping pointed out: ''The purpose of socialism is to make the people
throughout the country become rich together rather than to cause polariza-
tion. If our policies lead to polarizationm, we would be unsuccessful. If we
give rise to a new bourgeois class, we would have taken an evil road." He
also said: "It is particularly to educate the younger generations and
require them to establish the lofty ideal of communism. We must never let -
our youngsters fall captive to decadent bourgeois ideology."

On 29 June this year, at the national conference for exchanging experience in
improving party style, Comrade Chen Yun pointed out: "It is necessary to
make all comrades in the party understand that what we are engaged in is the
cause of socialism and that our ultimate objective is to realize communism.
This point is extremely important." Comrade Xiaoping and Comrade Chen Yun
have reminded us that we must keep in mind the important issue concerning the
future and destiny of the state. We must seriously carry out the spirit of
their instructions in our daily work. All comrades in the party must firmly
maintain the purity of communism. All people in the country should have
lofty ideals, moral integrity, education, and a sense of discipline. Our
party members and cadres engaged in all kinds of work must firmly bear in mind
the party's general task and the orientation of advance under any circum-—
stances and at any time. They must pass revolutionary ideals from genera-
tion to generation and must not lose the achievements of the revolution
gained at the price of the blood of the martyrs. We firmly believe that as
long as we unswervingly advance along the course charted by the 3d Plenary
Session of the 11lth CPC Central Committee, adhere to the socialist road,

the people's democratic dictatorship, the leadership of the Communist Party,
and Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, work earnestly and serve the people
wholeheartedly as the revolutionary martyrs did, we will certainly be able

to achieve the grand objective of socialist modernization and to realize the
great ideal of communism.

CSO: 4004/1




THE POSITION OF AND ROLE PLAYED BY CHINA'S ANTI-JAPANESE WAR IN THE WORLD
ANTIFASCIST WAR

Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 17, 1 Sep 85 pp 5-9
[Article by Qi Shirong [7871 0013 283711

[Text] Fully 40 years have passed since the victory in the great antifascist
war. The anti-Japanese war waged by the Chinese people, as an important
component part of the world antifascist war, made outstanding contributions
to the final defeat of the German-Italian-Japanese fascist bloc.

Japan was the second strongest power of the fascist bloc in World War II.
With great aggressive ambition, Japan launched not only an aggressive war
against China but also the Pacific War. The Chinese battlefront pinned down
the main force of the Japanese army from 1937 when Japan launched the full-
scale aggressive war against China through to 1945 when it was defeated and
surrendered. The arduous and outstanding struggle waged by the Chinese
people in the anti-Japanese war crushed the Japanese imperialists' wild
dream of seeking hegemony in Asia and conquering the world.

In general, the Japanese rulers initially thought that they could win the
war against China very quickly. In a memorandum to the emperor, Japanese Army
Minister Hajime [Yuan 0337] Sugiyama predicted that the war could be wound
up in a month or so. They regarded China as "a split and weak country
which could not possibly be reunified; and which would surrender as soon as
Japan showed an uncompromising stand.”l However, they failed to anticipate
the mass anti-Japanese national salvation movement which was on the upsurge
in China due to the efforts by the CPC, and the anti-Japanese national
united front based on the cooperation between the KMT and the CPC which had
been taking shape and was being consolidated. Japanese imperialism's rival
was not a disunited China but an indestructible bastion of iron formed by
hundreds of millions of people. During the 3-month Songhu campaign in
1937, Japan, faced with the tenacious resistance of the Chinese people, was
forced to send in reinforcements again and again, and the Japanese troops
engaged in the campaign exceeded 200,000, with more than 40,000 casualties.
During the Pingxingguan campaign in September of the same year, the 8th
Route Army won a major victory, wiping out more than 1,000 soldiers of the
21st Brigade of the Japanese Itagaki Division. By the end of 1937, Japan
had sent to the Chinese battlefront 16 divisions with a total of more than




600,000 soldiers, equivalent to two-thirds of the military strength of the
Japanese army, which consisted of 24 divisions with a total of 950,000
soldiers.?2

The Japanese troops were enormously proud of their success in. taking over
Nanjing on 13 December 1937. However, they soon suffered heavy casualties
in the Taierzhuang campaign lasting from 23 March to 6 April 1938. The
Japanese casualties totaled more than 20,000 and most of the military
strength of the (Isogai) Division and part of the Itagaki Division were
wiped out. In autumn of that year, Japan launched the Wuhan campaign and
the Guangzhou campaign in an ambitious attempt to wind up the war quickly.
The Japanese threw nearly 380,000 troops into the battle in Wuhan. While
the campaign was under way, the deputy chief of the Japanese general staff
headquarters showed his worries: '"The situation would be very unfavorable
to Japan if we were simply dragged into the interior of China, without any
hope of progress. If we have a look at the situation at home, we can find
that the abnormal antiwar feeling has been gaining ground as the people are
demoralized and the unemployed are faced with difficulties in their daily
1ife. 1If such a situation continues, we will gradually fall into a predica-
ment."3 By the end of the Wuhan campaign and the Guangzhou campaign, Japan
had thrown into China a total of 24 divisions with about 1 million soldiers.
Thus the Japanese troops had turned out in full force, with only a guard
division stationed in Japan proper. After that, the Japanese troops could
no longer take the offensive but were forced to shift to a protracted war
strategy. '

After the capture of Wuhan and Guangzhou, Japan adopted a policy of concen~
trating on luring the KMT to surrender by political means while making
military operations subsidiary. This policy allowed the Japanese to con-
centrate their military force on the liberation zone battlefront. As soon
as the anti-Japanese war broke out, the 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army
under the leadership of the CPC advanced to the rear of the enemy, exten-—
sively launched guerrilla warfare, and built up anti-Japanese bases. .The
liberation zone battlefront withstood 58.8 percent of the Japanese invasion
troops in China in 1938 and 62 percent in 1939. Life was extremely hard and
the battles were extraordinarily frequent on the north China battlefront.

In the second and third years of the anti-Japanese war alone, the enemy
launched a total of 109 "mopping-up operations" in north China, each of
which involved more than 1,000 soldiers, and the number of soldiers engaging
in all these operations totaled about 500,000. These "mopping-up operations"
included seven large-scale operations, in each of which 10,000-20,000
soldiers were involved; two large-scale operations, in each of which more
than 30,000 soldiers were involved; and one extraordinarily large-scale
operation in which more than 60,000 soldiers were involved.4 So far, in
their works on World War II, foreign historians have generally under-
estimated or even ignored the role of guerrilla warfare in the anti-Japanese
war. In fact, the Japanese warlords attached great importance to dealing
with guerrilla warfare. In early December 1939, Lieutenant General (Sachio
Kasahara) [Li Yuan Xing Xiong 4567 0626 1630 7160], chief of staff of the
Japanese North China Front Army, stressed in alarm at a meeting of chief
intelligence officers: "The cancer of public security in north China is the




CPC and its troops." '"Resistance organizations with local armed forces as
their core and with political activities and the masses as their basis, as
well as mass resistance organizations with communist troops as their back-
ing, are intensifying and expanding their secret underground activities
daily... At the present stage, the fundamental significance of straighten-
ing up public order lies in rooting out the above-mentioned resistance
organizations which survive on the basis of the organic integration of the
army, government, party, and people.">

In the main, the Chinese people had resisted the Japanese aggressors on
their own during the period from 7 July 1937 to 3 September 1939. Those big
powers including Britain, France, and the United States, which joined the
antifascist alliance later, had not taken part in the resistance but adopted
an appeasement policy toward Japan in that period. The Soviet Union had
observed neutrality since its policy of collective security had been boy-
cotted by Britain and France. In 1938 and 1939, Germany wildly expanded its
force and ran amuck in Europe. With the connivance of Britain and France,
which were pursuing an appeasement policy, Germany annexed Austria and
Czechoslovakia and strangled the Republic of Spain.. Then, on 1 September
1939, Germany invaded Poland. While Germany was advancing smoothly in
Europe, Japan was encountering successive setbacks in Asia and had no way

of making any further advance. If the Chinese people had not carried out
tenacious resistance, and if the Chinese mainland had been unfortunately
conquered by Japan, the strategic situation, as a natural outcome, would
have been far more favorable to the German~Italian-Japanese fascist bloc
when World War II broke out on a full scale, and the 1 million-strong
Japanese troops would have had more freedom in making the choice between
advancing northward or southward. To be sure, the people of the world would
finally have won the victory, but they would have had to pay a higher price
and make greater sacrifices.

After the war broke out in Europe. in September 1939, the Japanese Abe cabinet
announced: '"The empire is not going to intervene in the war in Europe but
will instead concentrate its attention on the situation in China." The rea-
son why the Abe cabinet took a wait-and-see attitude was because, on the

one hand, it wanted to further observe the development of the war in Europe
and, on the other hand, just as we have pointed out above, the main force

of the Japanese troops had been trapped in the Chinese mainland, finding

it difficult to extricate themselves. It was only after the German

troops' invasion of the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg in May 1940,
and especially the surrender of France on 22 June that Japan decided to

take the opportunity of Germany's victory to advance southward, in anticipa-
tion of an early end to the war in Europe. However, the 8th Route Army
launched the well-known Hundred Regiment Campaign on 20 August that year.
During this 3-1/2-month large-scale campaign, the 8th Route Army fought a
total of 1,824 big and small battles, inflicted 20,645 casualties upon the
Japanese troops, destroyed such major railways as the Zhengding-Taiyuan
railway, the Beiping-Hankou railway, the Datong-Puzhou railway, and the
Beiping-Guisui railways, as well as many highways in Hebei and Shanxi
Provinces, rooted up 2,993 strongholds of the enemy and puppet troops, and
recovered 40-50 counties, of which more than 26 remained in the 8th Route

//‘




Army's hands by the end of the campaign. Even the Japanese. themselves
admitted: "We suffered considerable losses since we had never anticipated
such a surprise attack. By the way, it took a rather long time and enormous
funds to make up the losses."6 According to Japanese statistics, the
Japanese North China Front Army fought a total of 20,123 battles in 1940.7
This proved that the 8th Route Army had made frequent attacks on the
Japanese aggressors by promoting guerrilla warfare. As the resistance by
the Chinese army and people had held the Japanese aggressors back, the
latter did not have sufficient combat strength when they launched the
Pacific War. In December 1941, Japan could send to the southern front
(namely, the Southeast Asian and Pacific battlefront) no more than 10
divisions and 3 composite brigades, which accounted for about 20 percent

of the ground forces of the Japanese army. Meanwhile, the Japanese main
force was trapped in China--the Japanese army's China detachment headquarters
were in command of 21 divisions, 1 cavalry unit, and 20 composite brigades;
in addition, the 4th Division directly under the general headquarters was
stationed in Shanghai, and the Kwantung army headquarters, which were in
command of 13 divisions and 24 composite brigades, were in charge of guard-
ing against the Soviet Union and the Chinese anti-Japanese Northeastern
United Army.8 o

After the Pacific War broke out, there were three major battlefields in the
world, namely, the European continent and Atlantic battlefront, the North
African and Mediterranean battlefront, and the East Asian and Pacific battle~
front. As far as the East Asian and Pacific battlefront was concerned,

many foreign historians, out of contempt for the guerrilla warfare, pre-
viously concentrated their attention on the naval battles and the scramble
for control of islands between Japan and the United States but seldom men-—
tioned the Chinese battlefront. Although the KMT battlefront remained rela-
tively quiet in this period, there were fierce and frequent battles on the
liberation zone battlefield. In order to support the Pacific War, Japan
turned the Chinese occupied area into a "military depot." The Japanese
devoted 75 percent of their invasion troops to carrying out the so-called
"a11-out war" in the military, political, economic, and cultural fields and
pressed on with the "public security intensifying movement" against the
anti-Japanese bases established by the 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army
behind the enemy line. In reviewing the battle in China, Japanese North
China Front Army Commander Yasuji Okamura said: "When I took up my post (as
commander) with the North China Front Army, our battle against the Chonggqing
government troops was basically over, but the communist troops were active
everywhere around us... Therefore, in the main, all our armies and corps
directly under the front army were busy fighting against local communist
troops day and night (on small or large scale)."? By launching an extensive
mass guerrilla war, the 8th Route Army waged a tit-for—-tat struggle against
the enemy. From early 1941 to 1942, the 8th Route Army crushed 120 "mopping-
up operations' in each of which 1,000-10,000 Japanese soldiers were involved,
and 24 large-scale "mopping-up operations" in each of which 10,000-70,000
Japanese soldiers were involved. The 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army
underwent the most difficult period of their struggle in 1941-1942. The
liberation zones began to recover gradually and managed to make progress in
expanding their force in 1943 despite frequent "mopping-up operations" by the




Japanese. 1In that single year, the 8th Route Army fought a total of more
than 24,800 battles with the enemy and inflicted more than 136,000 casual-
ties on the enemy and puppet troops; while the New 4th Army fought a total
of more than 5,300 battles with the enemy and inflicted more than 66,000
casualties upon the enemy and puppet troops.

Germany surrendered on 8 May 1945. 'Soon after that, on 2 September, Japan
also surrendered. Some Western historians stressed.that Japan's final
surrender was the result of two atomic bombs dropped by the United States,
while Soviet historians unanimously held that the Red Army's thrust into .
the northeast of China played a decisive role in the defeat of the Japanese
aggressors. However, one should never forget the basic fact that before its
surrender, Japan had already been worn out by hundreds of thousands of
large- and small-scale battles waged by the Chinese people in 8 successive
years. During that period, 447,000 Japanese soldiers were killed in China,
an equivalent of 39 percent of the total 1.13 million Japanese soldiers’
killed in World War II.ll Japan s war expenses in China amounted to some -
$12 billion, equivalent to 35 percent of the total $34 billion that it spent
in the war.l2 Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "China is one of the world's'
five greatest powers taking part in the antifascist war. It is also the
major country opposing the Japanese aggressors on the Asian continent. "13
This assertion is completely in keeping with the historical facts.

The victory of World War II was the victory of the extensive international
antifascist united front. The Chinese people had obtained support from many
countries in their anti-Japanese war and, in return, they had also supported
other countries in the antifascist war.

First, China's resistance had largely freed the Soviet Union from being
bogged down in fighting on both the western and eastern fronts, thus
enabling it to concentrate more resources on the war of defending the nation.

As everybody knows, the Japanese imperialists had a deep-rooted hostility
toward the socialist Soviet Union. Japanese troops created the Zhanggufeng
Incident on 14 July 1938 and were heavily counterattacked by the Soviet army.
Japan's defeat should obviously be attributed to the struggle of the powerful
Red Army; but it should also be related to the fact that the main force of
the Japanese army was then preparing for the Wuhan campaign. In 1938, Japan
had 24 divisions stationed to the south of the Great Wall, which accounted
for 70 percent of its total 34 divisions. When the Zhanggufeng Incident

took place, Japan had no more than 6 divisions stationed in the northeast of
China. The Japanese military strength was apparently inferior to that of the
Soviet Union, which then had more than 20 divisions stationed in its Far East
region. In August 1938, the Japanese troops fighting at Zhanggufeng sent an
emergency message to Tokyo, asking for supplies of antitank ammunition. -
Their call was turned down by the Ministry of the Army as the ammunition
production quotas for November of that year had already been allotted in
advance to the troops engaging in the Wuhan campalgn.14 On 11 May 1939,

the Japanese Kwantung Army invaded (Nuomenkan) [6179 7024 0974]. During the
battle which lasted for more than 3 months, the Japanese troops suffered
heavy casualties. On 30 August, the Japanese chief of the general staff,

10




Prince (Zai Ren) [6528 0088], issued Continental Order No 343 to (Kenkichi
Ueda) [Zhi Tian Qian Ji 2784 3944 6197 0679], commander of the Kwantung Army:
"The general headquarters' intention is to deploy part of the empire's troops
in Manchu to guard against the Soviet Union and to maintain peace in the
north while concentrating their attention on handling the Chinese issue.

For this reason, we should try our best to avoid expanding war_ in (Nuomenkan)
or we simply put an end to the war there within a‘sho;rt’time.",l5 This once
again showed that the Chinese and Soviet armies had supported each other.

The Soviet Union had tried its best to avoid fighting on both the eastern
and western fronts. On 23 August 1939, the Soviet Union signed a non-
aggression treaty with Germany. In the autumn of 1940, the Soviet Union
decided to send a military delegation to China headed by Vasily Ivanovich
Chuikov. Before Chuikov's departure, Stalin instructed him: '"Your mission,
and that of all our personnel in China, is to tightly tie the Japanese
aggressors' hands. Only when the Japanese aggressors' hands are tied can
we avoid fighting simultaneously on both fronts once the German aggressors
launch an offensive against us."16 ' - ’ '

Germany launched the aggressive war against the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941.
From 25 June to 1 July, Japan convened six joint meetings of cabinet and
general headquarters to decide on whether to advance northward or southward.
Japanese Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka strongly recommended a northward
operation before moving southward. But most people objected to this plan.
Minister of Army Hideki Tojo held that the Chinese issue could never be put
aside. Chief of the General Staff Sujiyama also pointed out: Most of
Japan's troops are now deployed in China, actually there is no way to advance
northward. On 2 July, an "Outline of the Empire's Policy To Keep in Line
With the Development of the Situation" was adopted at a meeting in which the
emperor took part. The outline stipulated: "The empire will persist in
building the 'Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere' no matter how the world
situation develops." "It will make further efforts to deal with the case of
China and will continue to expand toward the south." "The empire will
resort to force to solve the problems on the northern front once the situa-
tion in the German-Soviet war becomes favorable to it."17 To be sure, the
combat strength of the mighty Red Army.was one of Japan's major concerns
which stopped it from attacking the Soviet Union in coordination with
Germany. However, China's resistance to Japan was apparently an important
factor and not ome to be neglected. Having heard that Japan had given up

the northward advance plan, the Soviet Union transferred some of its troops
from the Far East to its western front to support the Moscow Defense Campaign
at a crucial moment.l8

Second, due to the Chinese people's resistance, the setting up of the German-
Italian-Japanese alliance was delayed again and again. : '

Back in January 1938, Germany had already offered Japan a proposal on the
setting up of a tripartite alliance. But Germany demanded that the alliance
oppose not only the Soviet Union but also Britain, the United States, and
other Western countries. Members of the Japanese ruling class unanimously
supported the plan to establish the alliance, but they had great differences

11




of opinion over the question of which countries should be classified as
enemies of the alliance. Their disputes were closely linked to the Chinese
issue. The Japanese army was in favor of Germany's proposal, holding that
Japan, in order to solve the "Chinese issue," had to make use of Germany's
force, prevent the Soviet Union from intervening in the Sino-Japanese war,
and warn Britain and the United States not to support China. However, the
Navy and Foreign Affairs Ministries objected to directing the spearhead at
Western countries. On the one hand, they held that Japan needed to make

use of the appeasement policy followed by Britain and the United States and
had to rely on them for material supply; on the other hand, they were reluc-
tant to engage the United States and Britain before the end of the Sino-
Japanese war, being aware that the U.S. and British Navies were not forces
to be ignored. On 4 May 1939, Hiranuma, then Japanese prime minister, sent
a letter to the German and Italian Embassies in Japan saying: '"In the hope
of strengthening our relations...Japan is determined to firmly stand by the
side of Germany and Italy, giving political and economic support to them, or
even providing them with military aid as long as it can afford to, in case
the two countries are attacked by one or more than one countries including
or excluding the Soviet Union." However, the letter also asserted: "In
view of its present situation, Japan cannot provide at present and will not
be able to provide in the near future any substantial military aid to the
two countries."l9 So, since the main force of the Japanese army was trapped
on the Chinese mainland, Japan actually gave no military aid to Germany
before the Pacific War broke out.

Third, the anti-Japanese war waged by China had deferred the Pacific War
and served as a strong support for the United States and Britain in their
struggle after the Pacific War broke out.

As we have mentioned above, after the German army had overrun Western
Europe, Japan decided to take the opportunity of Germany's victory to
advance southward. Nevertheless, the troops that Japan could transfer from
China were limited because of the ongoing Sino~Japanese war. Therefore, the
"Outline of Measures To Be Taken To Cope With the Development of the World
Situation" adopted by the joint meeting of general headquarters and govern-
ment on 27 July 1940 had to cite two cases: In the first case, military
force would be used to solve the problem concerning the southern front "when
the Chinese issue was basically settled." In the second case, "if the
Chinese issue was not completely solved, any policy should be based on the
principle that it would not bring Japan into war with any third country."
However, if the domestic and international situations were especially favor-
able, Japan could also use military force. On 17 April 1941, the Ministries
of the Army and Navy under the Japanese general headquarters adopted another
"Outline on the Policy Concerning the South," which held that Japan could
only resort to force on the southern front when the embargo placed by the
United States, Britain, and the Netherlands endangered Japan's existence

and when the United States stepped up military pressure on Japan, either on
its own or in cooperation with Britain, the Netherlands, and China. Why did
Japan postpone its advance to the south? First, because the Japanese navy
thought that exerting military force on the south would mean exerting mili-
tary force on the United States; and Japan was not yet ready to resort to
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force at that time. Next, because the "Chinese issue" had not been settled.
The appendix to the "outline" provided: "'The Outline of Measures To Be
Taken To Cope With the Development of the World Situation' adopted in July of
the 15th year of the reign of Emperor Showa has laid down the policy con-
cerning the south. But the current outline on the policy concerning the
south will override that outline so long as the Chinese issue is not settled.”
"When the Chinese issue is settled or there are drastic changes in the world
situation, our policy concerning the south will be drawn up anew."20 By and
large, the war of resistance to Japan carried out by China had delayed the
outbreak of the Pacific War and had pinned down the Japanese so that they
failed to get enough military strength when they finally launched the war.

In fact, China's struggle enabled Britain, the United States, and the
Netherlands to make fuller preparations and mitigated the Japanese troops'
attack on them.

In the initial period of the Pacific War, Britain, the United States, and
the Netherlands kept on retreating. After successive victories, the
Japanese navy became more and more ambitious. It planned to attack the

east coast of Australia so as to cut off the communication line between
Australia and the United States, and to raid Ceylon and the Indian Ocean
area so as to join forces with Germany. At that time, Germany was expecting
Japan to occupy Ceylon and Madagascar since the situation would be much more
favorable to the advance of Rommel's North African Army if Japan managed to
cut off the communication line by which the British could reach Egypt via the
Red Sea. The Japanese army, though obsessed with ambition, did not support
the navy's plan since its main force had been trapped on the Chinese main-
land and it could not transfer any large number of troops to launch offen-
sives elsewhere. Roosevelt was.clearly aware of China's role in preventing
Japan from carrying out the above plan. In the spring of 1942, he told his
son: '"Suppose China did not resist Japan or China was defeated by Japan,
how many Japanese divisions do you think could be transferred to fight on
other frontlines? The Japanese could capture Australia and India immedi-
ately. They could take all these places without making an effort, and they
could even march straight toward the Middle East." 'Japan and Germany could
cooperate to launch a large-scale pincer attack, then join forces in the
Near East, completely isolate Russia, annex Egypt, and cut off all communica-
tion lines passing through the Mediterranean Sea."21

Chinese troops also made great contributions to the 1943-44 counteroffensive
in northern Burma. The Chinese army detachment to.India took the lead in
entering the Hukawang Valley in October 1943; recovered Myitkyina in August
1944; and captured Bhamo in December of the same year. In addition, the
Chinese troops stationed in western Yunnan crossed the Nu Jiang in May 1944
and took Tengchong, Longling, and Mangshi from September to November. On

27 January 1945, the Chinese army detachment to India and the Chinese
expeditionary force joined forces in Mangyou and, shortly after that, the
Sino~Indian highway was clear again.

To sum up, the Chinese people, as the main force in defeating the Japanese
imperialists in the Asian continent, had strongly supported other allied
countries by courageously fighting against the enemy. Talking of the
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important contributions of China's anti-Japanese war to the world's anti-
fascist war in his State of the Union message issued on 6 January 1945,
Roosevelt said: The United States "will never forget how the Chinese
people withstood the wild offensives by the Japanese and how they pinned
down a large number of enemy troops in the vast areas of the Asian conti-
nent during more than 7 years."22 1In a telegram sent in reply to Mao
Zedong on 2 September 1951, Stalin also highly praised "the Chinese people's
great role in the cause to eliminate the Japanese imperialists." He
asserted: '"The struggle waged by the Chinese people and their PLA greatly
facilitated the cause of routing the Japanese aggressive force."23 These
remarks made by the leaders of the two major allies during the war were
correct and fair. \
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SEVERAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ANTI-JAPANESE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 17, 1 Sep 85 pp 10-18
[Article by Pang Xianzhi [6614 0341 4249] and Feng Hui [7458 5610]]

[Text] The anti-Japanese national united front was established after a
decade of civil war under the historical conditions characterized by a
large-scale invasion of China by Japanese imperialists and Japan's deter-
mination to subjugate China, and by the renewed cooperation between the KMT
and the CPC. The establishment of this united front brought about a new
situation in the national war of resistance against Japan.

The anti-Japanese national united front was a decisive force in sustaining
the protracted war of resistance against Japan and in winning a final vic-
tory in the war. With a firm and indomitable will, the CPC made arduous
efforts to establish, safeguard, and develop the anti-Japanese national
united front. At the same time, it creatively put forward and formulated
a whole set of theories, policies, and tactics concerning the united front.
These theories, policies, and tactics enriched and developed the revolu-
tionary theory of Marxism-Leninism and became an important component of Mao
Zedong Thought. To mark the 40th anniversary of the victory of the war of
resistance against Japan, in this article we would like to introduce Mao
Zedong's expositions on several major questions concerning the anti-
Japanese national united front and to discuss our understandings of these
questions.

I. The Characteristics of the Anti-Japanese National United Front

Compared with the united front during the first instance of KMT-CPC coopera-
tion (1924-1927), the anti-Japanese national united front was attended by
many new circumstances and had many new characteristics. A good understand-
ing of these circumstances and characteristics is quite necessary for under-
standing and studying the theories, policies, and tactics of the CPC con-
cerning the anti-Japanese national united front.

First, the anti-Japanese united front embraced the entire nation. The Great
Revolution of 1924-1927 was chiefly directed against the domestic enemy.

The participants in the united front included workers, peasants, the urban
petit-bourgeoisie, and the national bourgeoisie. The war of resistance
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against Japan was directed against foreign aggression. The participants in
the united front included not only workers, peasants, the urban petit-
bourgeoisie, and the national bourgeoisie, but also all classes, strata,
political parties and groups, and organizations in the country with the
exception of traitors and the capitulators within the big landlord class

and the big bourgeoisie, as well as Chinese residents residing abroad.

Such a broad united front was unprecedented in the modern revolutionary
history of China. A great merit of the united front was its broad charac-
ter, which strengthened the forces of the anti-Japanese camp. However, this
also resulted in the complexity of the united front so that when formulating
the policies and tactics for the united front, the CPC was confronted with
many complicated situations and arduous tasks.

Second, the anti-Japanese national united front was a long-term effort. The
protracted character of the war of resistance against Japan determined the
protracted character of the anti-Japanese national united front. It was
always a strategic objective of the CPC to seek long-term cooperation with
the KMT, to oppose any split, and ultimately to vanquish Japanese imperial~-
ism. Moreover, the CPC also hoped to uphold the two-party cooperation after
the war so that together they could build new China.

Third, the anti-Japanese national united front was based on cooperation
between two political powers and between two armies representing the inter-
ests of different classes. One was the national political power and the
army led by the KMT and the other was the partial political power and the
army led by the CPC. During the first KMT-CPC cooperation period, the KMT
commanded several hundred thousand soldiers but did not control the state
power; the CPC neither had political power under its ‘leadership nor
possessed a sizable army. During the war of resistance against Japan, the
KMT controlled the state power and commanded a massive army. The CPC not
only had partial political power under its leadership, but also possessed
its own army. The cooperation between the two political powers and the two
armies became a conspicuous feature of the anti-Japanese national united
front. The success or failure of this cooperation determined the fate of
the anti-Japanese national united front and the victory or defeat of the
war of resistance against Japan. The KMT-CPC cooperation was chiefly
cooperation between the two armies led by the two parties, and the forma-
tion of the anti-Japanese national united front began with the cooperation
between the two armies. During the war of resistance against Japan, each
of the two armies assumed some strategic tasks. They coordinated with each
other to resist the enemy. The contradictions and struggles within the
united front sometimes became so acute that they developed into armed con-
flicts between the two armies. This caused some specific problems for

the united front work of the CPC.

Fourth, the anti-Japanese national united front had neither a common program
nor a fixed organizational form. Politically, the united front during the
Creat Revolution took as a common program the manifesto of the First KMT
National Congress and the Three Cardinal Policies [alliance with the USSR,
acceptance of CPC members into the KMT, and benefits for workers and
peasants] and the Three People's Principles put forward by Sun Yat-sen;
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organizationally, it chiefly concentrated on CPC members joining the KMT.
During the war of resistance against Japan, due to the opposition and
obstruction of the KMT, the two parties never agreed on a common program
which was binding on, recognized by, and observed by both parties, and they
never had a fixed organizational form for the united front. This added
difficulties to the consolidation of the united front.

Fifth, the anti-Japanese national united front was approved and supported
by the antifascist countries in the world. This differed greatly from the:
united front during the Great Revolution. At that time, international
imperialism was relatively stable and the tide of world revolution was at

a low ebb. Several major imperialist countries supported different warlord
factions in China and opposed the Chinese revolution and KMT-CPC coopera-
tion. Only the Soviet Union aided the Chinese revolution and supported KMT-
CPC cooperation, but it was not powerful enough. China's war of resistance -
against Japan was an important component of the world's antifascist war.

The anti-Japanese national united front was not only supported by the Soviet
Union, which had become powerful by then, but was also helped and supported
to varying degrees by the United States and Britain which were both having
disagreements with Japan. This created a favorable international situation
for the CPC to seek long-term cooperation between the KMT and the CPC and to
consolidate the united front.

It should be especially pointed out that in the war of resistance against
Japan, the CPC was already a mature party. It had accumulated rich experi-
ence in the united front and the armed struggle. It not only had experience
in opposing both the rightist deviationist and "leftist" errors, but also
commanded an army which had been tested in wars. The CPC and the army

under its leadership became the hard core and the important pillar of the
anti-Japanese national united front. This was vastly different from the -
period of the Great Revolution. It was of decisive importance to the forma-
tion of the anti-Japanese national united front and to its maintenance and
development until the final victory of the war of resistance against Japan.

II. Correct Handling of the Relationship Between National Contradictions
and Class Conflicts as the Basis of the Anti~Japanese National United Front

After the 18 September Incident in 1931, particularly after the North China
Incident in 1935, the national contradictions between China and Japan grad-
ually became the primary problem while domestic problems were relegated to
a secondary and subordinate position. This state of affairs wrought great
changes in the relations between various classes and between various politi-
cal parties and groups in the country, affected and changed the policies of
the KMT and the CPC and the relationship between the two parties, and thus
enabled the formation of an anti-Japanese national united front. '

Following the 18 September Incident in 1931, Japanese imperialism occupied
northeastern China. -This wrought changes in the political attitudes of the
national bourgeoisie and the upper petit-bourgeoisie, giving rise to a
tendency to unite with the Communist Party in resisting Japan. At this
time, however, the big landlord class and the big bourgeoisie, with Chiang
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Kai~shek as their representative, followed a policy of nonresistance of
Japan. Domestically, they continued the "encirclement and suppression"
campaigns against the Red Army. It was not until the North China Incident
in 1935, during which Japanese imperialism instigated "self-autonomy" in

the five provinces of northern China, thus directly threatening KMT rule in
northern China and intensifying the contradictions between Japanese imperial-
ism and the KMT, that the KMT began to markedly change its policy toward
Japan and to get into secret contact with the CPC. The Xian Incident in
1936 and its peaceful solution were crucial to the change in the situation.
They helped to achieve domestic peace and provided an important prerequisite
for KMT-CPC cooperation. ‘

In order to adapt itself to the above changes in class relationships in the
country, the CPC effected important changes in its tactics toward Chiang
Kai-shek and the KMT, switching from "resisting Japan and opposing Chiang
Kai-shek" to "forcing Chiang Kai-shek to resist Japan" and to "uniting with
Chiang Kai-shek in resisting Japan." This reflected a process of historical
development from deliberation to the establishment of the anti-Japanese
national united front. After the 18 September Incident, the big landlord.
class and the big bourgeoisie, with Chiang Kai-shek as their representative,
pursued a policy of "pacifying the nation before resisting foreign aggres-
sion." They yielded to foreign power but concentrated all their efforts to
"encircle and suppress" the Red Army and to suppress the national revolu~
tionary tide of the people who wanted to resist Japan.: They were still the
sworn enemy of the CPC and the Chinese people. Under these circumstances,
it was appropriate to put forward the slogan of "resisting Japan and oppos-
ing Chiang Kai-shek." It was only after Chiang Kai-shek who, faced with the
threat of further aggression by Japanese imperialism, altered his attitude
in 1935-1936 that it was possible to abandon the "anti-Chiang" slogan. 1In
their circular telegram issued on 5 May 1935, Mao Zedong and Zhu De offi-
cially dropped the "anti-Chiang" slogan. Later, they put forward the
slogans of "forcing Chiang Kai-shek to resist Japan" and "uniting with
Chiang Kai-shek in resisting Japan." After repeated talks between the CPC
and the KMT, the anti-Japanese national united front was officially estab-
lished based on cooperation between the two parties.

This shows that the establishment of the anti-Japanese national united front
was chiefly determined by the problems between China and Japan. It should
also be pointed out that its maintenance was also chiefly determined by the
problems between China and Japan.

In the war of resistance against Japan, which lasted for 8 years, Chiang
Kai-shek launched three anticommunist onslaughts and created numerous types
of anticommunist friction, big and small. But they did not develop into a
nationwide civil war and the two-party cooperation never broke down. There
were many reasons for this, including the correct policies adopted by the
CPC, the opposition of the people, international pressure, and so on. But
the most fundamental reason was the existence of the acute contradictions
between China and Japan. The second anticommunist onslaught is an example.
When Chiang Kai-shek staged the Southern Anhui Incident and thus pushed
KMT-CPC cooperation to the brink of collapse, Japan did not relax its
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military offensives against China, but took advantage of this opportunity to
concentrate a force of several divisions or regiments to launch the Henan
campaign. After the CPC indicated its tough stand regarding the Southern
Anhui Incident, Chiang Kai-shek, faced with the Japanese military offen-
sives, could not but seek a compromise with the Communist Party and readjust
the relationship between the KMT and the CPC in order to deal with the com-
mon enemy. It is as Mao Zedong pointed out: "The fact that a national
enemy has penetrated deep into our country is all-decisive." ("Selected
Works of Mao Zedong," Vol 2, p 739) Unless Chiang Kai-shek was determined
to surrender to Japanese imperialism or unless there was great darkness and
retrogression in the world, he dared not rashly scrap KMT-CPC cooperation
and wage a nationwide civil war. After the big landlord class and the big
bourgeoisie, with Chiang Kai-shek as their representative, scrapped KMT-CPC
cooperation and withdrew from the united front in 1927, they were still able
to set up a nominally independent nationwide political power. However, with
Japanese imperialists determined to subjugate China, it would have been
absolutely impossible for them to set up any nominally independent political
power had they scrapped KMT-CPC cooperation and withdrawn from the united
front.

In the entire course of the war of resistance against Japan, the CPC Central
Committee and Mao Zedong firmly grasped the primary problem-~the contradic-
tions between the nations. They took this as a fundamental basis for handling
the relationships between national contradictions and class conflicts and
between the KMT and the CPC. At that time, some comrades in the party often
made incorrect appraisals of the class conflicts in the country. For example,
the first anticommunist onslaught was appraised as another 21 May Incident by
some comrades [the suppression of revolutionary organizations in Changsha by
General Xu Kexiang on 21 May 1927] and the second anticommunist onslaught

as a repetition of the 12 April coup d'etat. Every time the KMT launched an
anticommunist onslaught, they held that KMT-CPC cooperation would collapse
soon or had collapsed. The cause for this erroneous understanding was that
they forgot that national contradictions were the primary problem.

The similarity between the national struggle and the class struggle and the
subordination of the latter to the former was a fundamental principle upheld
by the CPC in handling the contradictions and struggles of the anti-Japanese
national united front. Mao Zedong said: "In a struggle that is national in
character the class struggle takes the form of national struggle, which
demonstrates the similarity between the two. On the one hand, for a given
historical period, the political and economic demands of the various classes
must not be such as to disrupt cooperation; on the other hand, the demands of
the national struggle (the need to resist Japan) should be the point of
departure for all class struggles." ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong," Vol 2,
p 504) 1In an effort to unite and join forces with the KMT in resistance of
Japan and to facilitate the establishment of the anti-Japanese national
united front, the CPC decided to suspend the principle of overthrowing KMT
rule by force, to stop confiscating the land of landlords, to change the
name of the government of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia revolutionary base area
into the government of the special region of the Republic of China and the
name of the Red Army into the National Revolutionary Army under the guidance
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of the Nanjing central government and the military commission, and so on.
All these were major steps taken by the Communist Party to subordinate class
struggles to the needs of the national struggle. Within the united front,
class contradictions and conflicts were not eliminated, nor could they be.
However, these contradictions and conflicts could only be properly solved
with the principles of developing the anti-Japanese movement and subordi-
nating everything to the war of resistance against Japan. - For example,

the struggle between the KMT, which created friction, and the CPC, which
was opposed to friction, was the most conspicuous manifestation of class
struggles within the anti-Japanese national united front. With regard to
the anticommunist friction created by the KMT, the CPC did not dodge them.
By upholding the stand of self-defense, the CPC solved them through a
struggle on just grounds, to our advantage, and with restraint but without
breaking up the cooperation so that the objective of upholding the two-party
cooperation and joining forces to resist Japan could be ultimately achieved.

In short, in handling the questions of class struggles, we had to take into
account and subordinate ourselves to the situation as a whole, which was to
resist Japan in unity. If we had excessively and inappropriately stressed
class struggle and gone beyond a certain limit, we would have made "leftist"
mistakes, which could have led to the collapse of the anti-Japanese national
united front. Conversely, if we had obliterated the class limitations of
the united front, denied the existence of class struggles, and relaxed our
vigilance against this, we would have made rightist mistakes, which could
have also led to the collapse of the anti-Japanese national united front.

III. Striving for and Upholding the Leadership of the Proletariat as the
Fundamental Guarantee of the Consolidation and Development of the Anti-
Japanese National United Front :

The anti-Japanese national united front was a very extensive united front
and the class status of the participants was very complicated. Every class,
as well as its political party, had its own political stand. There was one
thing in common, namely, all wanted to resist Japan. It was on this basis
that the united front was established. However, there were differences on
how to resist Japan, on the steadfastness and thoroughness of each class

in resisting Japan, and on the question of what kind of country should be
built after the victory of the war of resistance against Japan. It was
over these issues that the questions of who-influencing-whom and contention
for leadership arose.

In the anti-Japanese national united front, contention over leadership
chiefly occurred between the KMT and the CPC. Mao Zedong pointed out:
There are two principal '"commanding officers'" in China: One is the prole-
tariat and the other is the big landlord class and the big bourgeoisie.
China's society is small at both ends but politically strong; it is big in
the middle but politically weak. The intermediate strata is vacillating

by nature. Only two classes have a firm stand: the proletariat, and the
big landlord class and the big bourgeoisie, that is to say, the CPC and the
KMT. (See the political report made by Mao Zedong on 24 April 1945 to the
Seventh CPC National Congress) Only by upholding the leadership of the
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proletariat could the anti-Japanese national united front exist and become
consolidated.

The KMT, which was the political representative of the big bourgeoisie,
joined the anti-Japanese national united front because it wanted to utilize
the strength of the people under the leadership of the CPC to defeat the
common enemy and, at the same time, to maintain its one-party dictatorship
in China. On the one hand, it wanted to make use of the strength of the
people under the leadership of the CPC; on the other hand, it was afraid of
the growth of the people's strength and the extensive development of the
anti-Japanese national liberation movement. TFor this reason, it tried hard
to contain the movement to within the scope of its needs and approval and to
subordinate the movement to its class interests. If the leadership had
completely fallen to the hands of the KMT, it would have been impossible to
maintain the anti-Japanese national united front and the prospects for the
war of resistance against Japan would have been ruined.

The CPC persisted in struggling to the end in the interests of the prole-
tariat and the entire people and for the complete victory of the anti-
Japanese national liberation movement. To ensure the consolidation and
development of the anti-Japanese national united front and to win final
victory in the war of resistance against Japan, striving for and upholding
the leadership of the proletariat became a central link of decisive sig—
nificance. The proletariat (through the Communist Party) assumed its
leadership over the anti-Japanese national united front principally through
political leadership. That is to say, it put forward its political demands
in light of the progress of historical development, led the people in carry-
ing out these demands, and impelled the KMT to accept these demands, while
becoming a model in carrying out these demands. .

From deliberating the establishment of the anti-Japanese national united
front after the 18 September Incident to the end of the war of resistance
against Japan, the KMT and the CPC had a series of differences of principle
on the question of resisting Japan. From the 18 September Incident to the
Xian Incident, the central issue was whether or not to resist Japanese
aggression. From the Xian Incident to the 7 July Incident, the central
issue was whether to make genuine preparations against Japan or to idly talk
about it. From the 7 July Incident to the fall of Wuhan, the central issue
was whether to wage a full-scale war against Japan or to wage a partial war
against it and whether to carry out a protracted war or to fight a quick war.
From the KMI's Fifth Plenary Session in 1939 to the KMT-CPC talks in the
second half of 1944 (there were three anticommunist onslaughts during the
interval), the central issue was whether to persist in the war of

resistance against Japan and to uphold unity and progress or to reach a
compromise with Japan and to engage in split and retrogression. After the
CPC raised the slogan of setting up a coalition government in the second
half of 1944, the central issue was whether to set up a democratic coalition
government or to perpetuate the one-party dictatorship of the KMT. The
former represented the views and actual deeds of the CPC, while the latter
were those of the KMI. The CPC upheld its views, criticized, boycotted, and
opposed the KMT's erroneous views, and led the people throughout the country
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in acting according to its views. At the same time, it forced the KMT to
preserve KMT-CPC cooperation, to go on resisting Japan, and not to come to
terms with Japan halfway. Thus, the CPC played the role of political
leadership in the anti-Japanese national united front. If the CPC had

not independently put forward its political views, had failed to put them
into practice, or had not influenced its ally as effectively as possible,
it would have given up the leadership by toeing the line of the KMT. The
failure of the Great Revolution precisely lay in the fact that although the
CPC was organizationally independent at that time, it failed to maintain
its political independence and thus became an appendage of the big bour-
geoisie. '

The conditions of various classes joining the anti-Japanese national united
front were different and so were their attitudes toward the war of resistance
against Japan. Therefore, the proletariat exercised varying degrees of
leadership and exerted different degrees of influence on the other classes.

The proletariat, first and foremost, strove for and assumed leadership over
the peasants and the urban petit-bourgeoisie. In China, the most important
component of the people was the peasants and then the urban petit-
bourgeoisie. As they did not have political parties of their own, they

had to follow either the CPC or the KMI. By implementing various policies
representing the interests of the peasants and the urban petit-bourgeoisie,
the CPC attracted them and assumed leadership over them. The KMT, however,
exercised its rule over them through coercive and deceitful measures. The
national bourgeoisie was also a class over which the CPC strove for leader~
ship. The national bourgeoisie had its own political views and organiza-
tions. Standing between the CPC and the KMT, it sometimes wanted to contend
for leadership with the CPC. Therefore, the CPC could only exercise leader-
ship over the national bourgeoisie on some major issues but could not exer-
cise overall leadership over it. Could the CPC exercise leadership over the
big bourgeoisie (its political representative being the KMT)? Generally
speaking, it could not. It could only exert a degree of influence on cer-
tain issues or in a certain period and forced the big bourgeoisie to act, to
a certain extent, according to the CPC's political views but not completely
according to its own will.

The proletariat should strive for leadership because leadership did not
naturally belong to the proletariat. Nor could the proletariat have leader-
ship for the asking. Whether or not the proletariat could exercise its
leadership and to what degree it assumed this leadership depended, as far

as the CPC was concerned, on two basic factors--the correctness of its
policies and the size of its strength. With the growth of the CPC's strength
and the continued expansion of its prestige, influence, and role, the CPC
could assume more leadership. :

Striving for and achieving the leadership of the proletariat was based on
adherence to the principle of maintaining independence and keeping the
initiative in one's own hands. Within the united front, because the KMT did
not grant equal rights to the other political parties and groups and adopted
the principle of discriminating against, restricting, and weakening the CPC,
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it was particularly important for the CPC to adhere to the principle of main-
taining independence and keeping the initiative in one's own hands. At the
Luochuan meeting in August 1938, Mao Zedong put forward the question of
maintaining the class independence of the party and called for the attention
of the whole party to this question. At a meeting of the Political Bureau

in December 1937, flaunting the banner of the Communist International, Wang
Ming denied the principle of maintaining independence and keeping the initia-
tive in one's own hands and raised the erroneous slogan of "everything through
the united front." It was not until the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth
CPC Central Committee held in 1938 that the slogan was basically rectified.
It is as Mao Zedong pointed out: Since the policy of the KMT was to restrict
our growth, there was no reason whatsoever for us to propose such a slogan,
which simply bound us hand and foot. ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong," Vol 2,
pp 504-505) The principle of maintaining independence and keeping the initia-
tive in one's own hands ran through all fields of endeavor, such as the
political, ideological, organizational and military fields, and the organiza-
tion and mobilization of the mass movement. Naturally, independence and
initiative were relative and not absolute. They referred to independence and
initiative within the united front, which should be both united and inde-
pendent. It would be entirely wrong to set independence and initiative
against the united front by claiming, as Wang Ming did, that stressing
independence and initiative would obstruct the united front.

IV. The General Policy of the Anti-Japanese National United Front Was To
Combine Alliance With Struggle

Combining alliance with struggle was the general policy of the anti-Japanese
national united front which Mao Zedong put forward after summing up the
extreme policy of "all alliance and no struggle" in the later stage of the
Great Revolution and of "all struggle and no alliance" in the later stage of
the agrarian revolution. :

When talking about the uniformity and militancy of the united front, Mao
Zedong said: Within the united front, unity is a basic principle which
should be implemented in all places and in all our work. We should not
forget unity at any time and in any place. At the same time, we have to
supplement this with the principle of struggle because we wage struggle
precisely for the purpose of achieving unity and because we cannot develop
and consolidate the united front without struggle. It is necessary to con-
duct an essential struggle under proper circumstances. (See Mao Zedong's
speech at the Political Bureau meeting on 24 September 1938) Later, he
summed up the relationship between unity (solidarity, alliance) and struggle
in one sentence: Struggle is the means to unity and unity is the aim of
struggle. '

In implementing the principle of combining alliance with struggle, it was
necessary to work for varying degrees of alliance and to conduct different
forms of struggle according to different targets. In line with the politi-
cal attitudes of different classes, strata, groups, and factions, and their
changes in different periods, Mao Zedong formulated different specific tactics
of combining alliance with struggle.
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First, the national bourgeoisie should be differentiated from the big bour-
geoisie. Mao Zedong always differentiated one from the other. During the
war of resistance against Japan, however, when the KMT launched its anti-
communist onslaughts, there was a question of what attitude the national
bourgeoisie would adopt. Would there be any difference between the atti-
tude of the national bourgeoisie and that of the big bourgeoisie? These

had not been tested and verified prior to the first anticommunist onslaught.
The first anticommunist onslaught proved that the attitude of the national
bourgeoisie was indeed different from that of the big bourgeoisie. Con-
cerning this question, in a letter to Xiao Xiangrong written in 1940 after
the first anticommunist onslaught, Mao Zedong wrote: 'When I wrote the
second chapter of 'The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Party'
in December of last year, the first anticommunist onslaught had been launched
for only several months and it was still impossible to see clearly whether
there was any difference between the attitude of the national bourgeoisie
and the enlightened gentry and that of the big bourgeoisie. But this could
be seen clearly in March this year. You are requested to refer to my article
'"Problems in the Tactics of the United Front' on 11 March." 1In light of the
performance of the national bourgeoisie during the first anticommunist
onslaught, Mao Zedong substantially revised "The Chinese Revolution and the
Chinese Communist Party." During the war of resistance against Japan, the
CPC carried out a policy of firm alliance with the national bourgeoisie and,
on the basis of preserving unity, adopted a method of persuasion, education,
and well-meaning criticism toward its vacillating character and mistakes.

Second, the pro-Japanese big bourgeoisie should be differentiated from the
pro-British and pro-American big bourgeoisie. Some of the pro-Japanese big
bourgeoisie surrendered to Japan and became the enemy of the Chinese nation.
These people should be resolutely overthrown. The pro-British and pro-
American big bourgeoisie (constituting the main body of the KMT) had a dual
character. They were opposed to Japan, yet they opposed communism. With
regard to their resistance of Japan, while they were opposed to Japan, they
did not actively wage war or actively oppose Wang Jingwei and the other
traitors. Sometimes they even flirted with Japan's ''peace" emissaries. With
regard to their anticommunism, they were opposed to the Communist Party, but
at the same time, they did not want a final split. They still maintained
their stick and carrot policy. The CPC, however, adopted a revolutionary
dual policy, uniting with the big bourgeoisie in resisting Japan but opposing
its anticommunist acts.

Third, efforts should be made to differentiate between the various factions
in the KMT in which the pro-British and pro-American big bourgeoisie consti-
tuted the main body. The KMT was a heterogeneous party which included die-
hards, middle elements, and progressives. Due to their different status,
interests, relationships, and historical conditions, their dual natures of
resisting Japan and opposing communism were also different and these natures
also changed at different times and in different places. Therefore, the
specific tactics of both alliance and struggle adopted by the CPC were also
different, but all these depended on whether or not they were beneficial to
the cause of resisting Japan and to the people. For example, when the KMT
created friction, the CPC adopted the following tactics and principles
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toward the various factions of the KMT: '"Resolutely unite with those who
are friendly to us, try to neutralize those who are stubborn but have not
attacked us for the time being, and resolutely beat back those who attack
us." (See the cable drafted by Mao Zedong on 15 July 1940 for the Secre-
tariat of the CPC Central Committee and the Central Military Commission)
During the first anticommunist onslaught, in western Shanxi the CPC concen-
trated on beating back Yan Xishan, who was most energetic in opposing com-
munism; in the Shanxi-Hebei-Henan area it concentrated on beating back Zhu
Huaibing and Shi Youshan and established fairly good relations with the
units under the command of Wei Lihuang and others in order to secure their
neutrality; and in the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia border area it only struck at
the most reactionary elements in the anticommunist Ho Shaonan faction and
won over Deng Baoshan and Gao Shuangcheng with caution. As soon as the
Western Shanxi Incident was over, in an instruction to Zhu De and Peng
Dehuai on 27 January 1940, Mao Zedong and Wang Jiaxiang asked them to tell
Bo Yibo and other leaders of the new army [xin jun 2450 6511] that they
should indicate to Yan Xishan their willingness to solve Shanxi's internal
problems peacefully so as not to be taken advantage of by the enemy, and
should indicate their willingness to continue to unite with Yan Xishan in
resisting Japan. On 5 March, Mao Zedong again instructed Zhu De and Peng
Dehuai: We should conscientiously restore relations with Yan Xishan and
do our utmost to win over all personnel of the Yan Xishan faction so that
they can unite into a middle force between the KMT and the CPC. This is
very useful in the war of resistance against Japan and for KMT-CPC coopera-
tion. In short, in the struggle against friction created by the diehards,
not only should we win over such middle forces as the national bourgeoisie,
the enlightened gentry, and the upper petit-bourgeoisie, we should also do
our utmost to win over the middle force in the KMT. This is extremely
important experience we have gai