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FOREWORD

This publication was prepared uider contract
by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE-
SEARCH SERVICE, a federal govermment organi-
zatlon established to service the translation
and research needs of the verious government

departments,
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LAY O GEOLOGICAL EXPLORATION Iy POLAND =

[Following is the translation of Law No 303
English title above) in Dzieunik Ustaw (Law -
-~ Journal), o 52, Warsaw, 20 Hovember 1960, .
- pages 500-504, , T

. Section I: General Regulations
: ‘on .Geological Activity

Article 1: 1, .The regulations in this law define
the bases for geological activity aimed at ascertaining the
geological structure of . the country, -or connected with the
exploration and assayins of mineral deposits or sub=-surface
waters, or with detem:iningsoil potentials for comstruction
and land ex»loitation meeds, .~ o o T

2. As applied in this law, the term "geological =
activities" means the nlanning and execu lion of geological
investigzations connected with work in the field, particu=
larly with the performance of mining o-erations and well
drilling, observations and surveying related to suck work, .
the drawing up of geological documents,; the -compilation of = .
records showing mineral resources and the determination of -
sub-surface water resources, - - B

Article 2: 1, -In cases where geological activities
embrace mining overations or the well drilling, the regu-
lations of the mining law govern, where applicable the »nlan-
ned operation of mining enterprises, the actual operation of
mining operations, as well as nenalties; in addition, such
mining and drilling onerations are subject to the super=
vision and control of mining bureaus, as set forth in the
mining law and the decree of 21 October 1954 concerning
mining enterprises (Dziennik Ustaw, No 47, Poz. 223 with
subsequent amendments),., : 0 0 - - ‘ o

2, .The regulations of paragranh'l are not applicable
to activities of the following type: = o R -
1) exploration and assaying of mineral deposits, the mining

of which is . not covered to mining law; ' R
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2) exploration for subasurface water and structures built
for its extraction;

3) soil potential research for construction and land exe
ploitation needs, if the denth of excavation does not
exceed 30 meters, unless such work is carried out on
mining land or in a protected mountain mineral sorings
area. Supervieion and control over activities as de-
fined in pavazranh 2 is éxercisad by crzans of zeolo=
gical 2ffairs of the iojewodztwo oresidia of the reon-
le's councils,

4) The chairmar of the Council of Vinisters shall determine,
by decree, on what grounds a nerson may nerform work
necessary tc obtain, on his own land, sub-surface water
for his own needs, as well as the determination of the
anpropriateness of these grounds for construction needs;
he will also determine tha zrouads and the methods of
performing the work defined in naragrach 2, as well as
the administration of sunervision and control over this
work by organs of geolozical affairs of the Wojewodz-
two presidia of the reosle's councils,

Article 3: The Chairman of the Central Geologic 1
Administration aud the liinister of Hational Defense will,
in consultation with the aj’apronriate ministers {(directors
of central adainistrations), dstermine the saecific bases
and conditions for Geological activity on lands of special
significanée to national defeasse,

Article &: 1, Ceolozical activities are conducted
by enterprirces and cther coveramental institutions <asigne
ated for this Dursose and, in connection with the duvele
opment of mining operations, by mining enternrises,

2. The approvoriate misister (director of a central
administration), in consultation with the Chairman of the
Central Geological Administration, on tha basis of directe
ives from the Council of t‘inisters, cstabliishes the snec=
ific organization and ares of activity of the denartmental
geological service. ,

Article 5: 1, HNon-governmental economic units may
engage in geological activity oaly uvon obtaining permiss-
ion and in the area stipulited in such vernisglion,

2. The organ for geological affaiv: of the local
presidium of the pecsie's counc.l for the Jojewodziwy in
which the megcvernmental economic vnit is located shalil
issue the :ermission stinulated in parazrarzh 1,

3. The issuing of vermission for engaging in geol-
ogical activity by non-socialized economic units shall
proce:zd on the basis of the general regulztions concerning
activity in industry, cratts, trade e&ad certain services by
non-sucialized economic units in the manner nrescribed by
present lzw,



4, The Chairman of the Council of Ninstérs shall
establish’'by decree the method of issuing permission to
non-governmental economic units for engaging in geological
activity, - . D _ - o

_Article 6. As aoplied in this law, the term "geols
ogical enteérprise® means am entetrnrise or other insitut- -
tion engaged in geological activity, Y SR

Article 7: 1. Geological enterprises have access |
rights to ‘nroperty for the purnose of conducting geologi~ .
cal research and pserforming work related to such research,
in such a marner that no permaneat damage iz done to the 4
property, and that the owner is allowed uninterrupted use |
of the property cousistent with its. economic function.

. 2., The Council of Ministers shall establish by de-
cree the method of anplying the rights defined in paragraph
1 as well as the method of issuing decisions affirming ace
cess to the property, . . : '

‘Article 8: 1, . Provmerty remaining in the possession
of a non-socialized economic unit which is needed for work
connected with seological research to be performed by a
state geological establishment may be seized for the neriod
during which the work is to be done, and in such'a manner
as to cause no permanent damage to the property (temporw
ary selzure of pronerty). . Lo 2 co

2. ‘Temporary seizure of. property may hot exceed a .
period of threa years,.  The organ resnonsib e for making
the 'decision to seize the ﬁroperty,temporarily»mayjegtend
the temporary seizure of the property -- but by no wmore
than two years -« if the pursose for .which the property
was occupied cannot, despite the absence of unjustifieéd in-
terruptions or delays, be fulfilled'in the -svecified period
 because of ‘special reasons and, further, 'if ‘the fallure to
extend the temporary seizure would cause serious damage.

3. ' The Council of Ministers shall establish by de-
cree the method of using the rights defined in paragraph 1
well as the method of issuing decisions regarding the tem-
porary seizure of property, ' ‘

Article 9: A geological enterorise which, while en-
gaging in geological activities, damages another institue
tion's or person's property or a constituent part thereof,
is obligated to make indemnification, regardless of whether
or not the damage could have been prevented or of who is
to blame. o I .

Article 10. During the entire period of the tem-
porary seizure of the property, the geological enterprise
is obligated to pay the owner (proorietor) of the property
an annual remuneration for the loss of the use of his prop-
erty equivalent to the averaze annual net income that the



progerty earned during the five-year period immediately pre-
ceding its seilzure, .

~ Avziecle il. Iadesaification for ceed~corng, Crops
and tille:d land destzroyed in the ccurse oF ce rrying out
geclogicsl activity wast, on the .basis ci the decision afe
firming access rizhis to the proteity, corresnond to the
valuae of the anticivated yields bHased onm average market
prices, after deducling the arouns cf exwonses the owner
would hawe to .war in comnecticn with cendieting the hate.
vest, '

Article .2, If, &5 a result of the geclogical acte
ivities perfcrwed, there should arice a varmascat loss of
water or a lostwx of its fitness for human or o:.imal consump=
tion, the damage shall be rectified by the ccnmstruction of
wells or «ther arrangemeuts which will orovide the percons
concerned with a nermanent wator suoply for domestic use
and for livestock, in such a maamer that the supnly will
at least equal that which was available immediately prece-
ding the loss of water.

Articles 13, Waere farm land or forested laad has
been damaged and there is no possibility of rectifying this
damage, indemnification shall be made on the basis of the
equivalent of the decreazse in annual income from the land
as a result of damage mide in comnection with work perform-
ed with reference to the average anmnual income from this
land during the three years immediately precediag the time
wheir the damage was causc:, =

Article 14, In the event damazes should arise dur-
ing geological activity other than those described in
Articles 10-13, the manner and amount of indemnification
shall be determined from the comoensation clauses for min-
ing damages as stipulated in mir.ing statutes.

Article 15: 1, Orzans of state administration,
state institutions aud state enterprises are themselves
directly obligated to ma%e indemnification for permanent
damage to property or to constituent parts of pronerty in
comnection with geological activity,

2, The expenses of such indemnification will be
borne by the geological establishmeit, .

~Article 16, 1In disnutes over indemnification and
compensation for nermanent damges in comnection with the
performance of zeological activity, the nroser organ of the
presidium of the Wojewodztwo neonle's council shall decide
the matter in the manaer prescribed in the statute on rege
ulations and methods of exnroonriation of nrooerty,
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‘Section II: Geoiogigal Research ;= -i°
o ‘and Exoloration - A R

Article 17: -1, Activities connected. with geological -
research must be. performed in a manner that assures safety
to human life and health, nrotection of land and buildings
thereon, protection of equioment from dams_e, protection .
of the supplies of geological expedition, and the protecs
tion of water, forested areas and excavations. : -
2. On land subject to protectioun by snecific regulae
tions, work may be nerformed only during the neriod and
under the conditions set forth in such regulations.-
. Article 18: - 1, The geological enterprise is obliga-
ted, for each excavation or groun of excavations, to spec-
ify those persons responsible for geological supervision,
in sufficient numbers, and to report such nersons to the
appronriate district mining office or orzan for geological
affairs of the presidium of the Wo jewodztwo peonle's coun-
Cile- - cuco a e T s T T e
. 2. The Chairman of the Central Geological Bureau,
in consultation with the:Chairman of the Higher Mining -’
Bureau, .shall determine'the.regulations'and~mannerTof o
effecting the~geological‘subexvisienfset}ﬁorth in paragranh
1. B L LA Do Coe T
- Article 12: 1,  The Chairman of.the Council of Min-
isters.shall_issuerregnlation3~concerningfthe'fbllowing:‘ S
1) the: snecific nrincinles . of performing and manner of
approving’a project of geological research; B

2) the methods. of nerforming:geological research and the: "
work- related thereto, taking into account the manifold
usefulness of such research: in learning the geological:
structure of the country and in broadening the raw mat-
erials base, as well as methods of handling geological
docunments,

2. The Chairman of the Council ' of k. nisters may
compel enterprises engaged in:mining activity to carry out
specific radiometric research, ‘, _

... Article 208:. :l. A persoa who possesses’the requis-
ite general, scientific and. professional qualifications may:
conduct geologicaliexnloration and documentation, engage -
in the work specified in Article 2, paragraph 2, and carry’
out geological. supervision of work related to geological =
exploration, = :




2. The Chairman of the Council of Ministers shall
establish by decree the qualifications of persons eantitled
to perform the functions ssecified in parazrash 1, the
method of confirming such qualifications, and the principle
and method of desriving persons of these rights who have
displayed a clear lack of ability or nezligence in carrying
out the tasks assigned to them,

Article 21, The State administrative geological
organ resnonsible for geolozical control and supervision of
work may suspend a nersons engazed in work specified in
Article 2, paragraph 2 or ressomsible for geological super-
vision of work related to geological exnloration in connece
tion with his assignment, if it learns that a continuation
of such work threatens the public interest, and may at the
same time turn the matter over to the orgaa that ansnroved
the suspended nerson's qualifications, for decision,

Article 22: 1. Those using underground water are
required to renort the use of such water to the anprop=-
riate organ of the nresidium of the Wojewodztwo peonle's
council and to make periodic observations and records of
any fluctuations in the water level aad in the flow of
water,

2, ‘The Chairman of the Central Geological Bureau,
in consultation with the iinister of Communal Economy and
the Chairman of the Central Bureau of ijater Resources, will
determine which water sources are to be regulated by the
provisions of paragrash 1, the method of registration and
the performance of observations, the submission of records,
and the organs of the presidium of the Wojewodztwo npeople!
council responsible for making such regustrations.

Article 23: 1, The organ respoiisible for suver-
vision and control of work related to geological research
(Article 2) may terminate work related to geological re-
search, if such work is performed without 3eological super-
vision or in violations of the nrovisions of this law. ‘

2. Entering an apneal against the order of a super-
visory organ does not void this order,

»

Section III: Comnilation and Approval
of Geological Documents

‘Article 24: 1, The results of geoiogical explora-
tion and work, regardless of the specific pnurpose of such
exploration or work, must be stated in geological domu-

ments, giving details of the findings in excavations,
sources of sub-surface water, and suitability of soil for
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conetruction pursoses and for land exploitation, = .
'2.f$eologiCa1"documents.coutaining,in£0rmatiohgaboutv
findings in’ exploration or sources of sub-sutface water are
subject to approval by the Chairman of the Central Geolo-
gical Bureau or, on his authorization, by the orzans for
geclogical affairs of the oresidia of the Wojewodztwo seon-

le's councils, D S P R

3. The Chairman of .the Central Geological Bureau
will determine the following: '

1) the orincinle and method of stating and the method of
ansroving the findings in exnloratioys, and the compile. .
ation of geological documents not wentioned. ih paragrash .
TR &+~ T R S S

2) in comsulattion with the Chairman of the Central Bureau , . .
of Water Resources, the »rinacisle and method of specifying
aand - the method of approving the locations of sub-surface

_ . water; | e : '

3) in consultation with the Chairman of the Building, City
Construction and Architecture ‘Committee, the princinle
and method -of specifying, ‘and the method of approving

- the Suitability-of'soil;for,CdnstruCtion,gurpbses and -
for land exploitation, - -~ ° - Lo '
Article 23, ‘The apvropriate minister (director of .

a central bureau), in consultation with the Chairman of the

Planning Commission of,the CouncilQof‘Ministers and the .

Chairman of the Central Geological Bureau, shall determine

the conditions that an excavation and its contents must

meet to be COnsideredlsuitable,for'ecoﬁomicaliexplbitatiom.

(criteria for profitable exsloitation of excavations). ,

Articlev26a,;The'Counciljofxministers_shall.determine,
the degree of accuracy needed to establish the contents . =
of an-excavation, or the resources of sub-surface water for
investment purnoses related with exploitation or re-working
of such excavations, or the exploitation of sub-surface
water, . o - ‘ ‘ '

- Seetion IV: Burvey of liineral Jesources

Article 27: 1, The Central Geological Bureau shall
conduct an annual survey of mineral resources. -

2. The unit which is to exploit an excavation or is
forming a team for such excavation must submit current evi-
dence of the content. involved, in the period and manner pree
scribed by ‘the Chairman of the Central Geological Bureau
in consultation~w1th'appropriate“ministers;_“ R ,

3. Ministries dnd other qrgans of State administra-
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tion, as well as ecouomic units a:d scientifice-research in-
stitutions, must susnly the Central Geological Bureau with
data necessary for com>iling the survey of mineral resoure
ces and ghe analysis thereof,

Sectioa V: Orzans of State
Geological Administration

v Article 28: 1. Orzans of State geological adminise
tration coordinate zeological work and effect geclogical
supervision and control of plaaning for geological exnlora-
tion, execution of exnloration and compilation of geologi-
cal documents, by anplication of the provisions of the
present law and regulations nrouul-ated on the basis there-
of. .
2. The Counicil of iiinisters determines, in detail,
the division of assigmments aad the basis of collaboration
between mining bureaus and organs of State geological ad-
ministration in the area of control and suservision of work
performed in relation to geological exnloration.

Article 25, The organs of State geological adminis-
tration are the following:

1) those organs res:cnsible for geological affairs in the
presidiz of the local seonle's councils;
2) The Central Geolocical BRureau. ' -

Article 30. The organs for geological affairs in the
presidia of the local neonle's councils are active in the
first case, and are resnonsible for affairs which, in ace
cordance with the nrovisions of the przseant law, belong to
the area of activity of organs of State geological adminis-
tration, but not specifically to the Central Geological
Bureau.

Article 31: 1. The Central Geological Bureau forms
a section of the Council of Kinisters and is the central
organ of State zdministration in the area of geological
activity.

2, The Central Geological Bureau is subject to the
supervision of the Chairman of the Council of iinisters.

3. The Chairman of the Bureau is the head of the
Central Geological Bureau. , , ‘

4. The Chaivaan of the Council of i{inisters anpoints
and dismisses the Thairman and Vice Chairman of the Cen-
tral Geological Bureau.

Article 32." The Central Geological Bureau is active
in the second case in affairs which, in accordance with the
provisions of present law, are thé srovince of organs for
geological affairs in the presidia of Wojewodztwo neonle's

-Ba



councils, o e R
Article 33, The Council of. ¥inisters determines by
decree the specific area of activity of the Central Zeol-
ogical Bureau-and the organs for jeological affairs in the
Wo jewodztwo peonle's councils, v

Article 34: 1. Commissions operating inm the Ceatral
Geological Bureau assess the accuracy of .renorts on mineral
resources, sub-surface water, or geological conditions afe

-

fecting construction needs, - s : .

2, Insofar as the present law,.or regulations pro-
milgated on ‘the basis thereof, -involve approval or eritice -
ism of geological documents on the nart of the Chairman of
theucentralfGeOIogical,Sureau,{the:Chairman.ofitheaBureau L
shall apnrove or ‘criticize the documents on. the basis of "
evidence from the"anpropriate commission. .. - -+ . . °

3. The Chairman of the Council of Ministers shall .
determine the maimer of appointing.the comnissions mentioned: '
in paragraph 1, their orzanization and schere of  activity -
as well as the »fccedure inmvolved, S S

Article 35: 1, Employees of the orzans of state
geological administration, "in sxsrcisinz control and super=
vision, have right of ‘access to geological enterprises eri-
gaged in geological work and to the place where such work is
being carried out. o o R S .

2. Directors of geological enternrises and versons
who ‘direct inspect work related to .jeolozical exploration

must make accessible to emnloyses of organs of State geolow =

gical administration those materials and. documents necesss
ary for. the ‘excerise of control and suservision, as well =
as to make explanations, v S : .

‘Section VI: PTenalties

- Article: 36: 1. hosoever, being obligated to abide
by the orders or decrees contained in article 3, paragraph
1; article 27, oaragraph 1; article 18, paragraph ;o o
and article 22, wparasrash 1, violates said orders or de
crees, is-liable to arrest and imprisonment for a period of -
3 months, or a fine mot to éxceed 4,500 zl., unless said.
violation 'is applicable to another statute with more rig=
orous penalties, - R R S

2. The same penalties shall annly to a person who,
being obligated to 4bide by the ofrders or decrees contained
in regulations premulgated on. the basis of .article 2, par- (
agrapi &, verforms work soeeified ih article 2, paragraph 2,
in a manner that violates said regulations, R

-o'- .
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3. Senteacing in the cases specified in paragraph 1
and 2 will be carriid out in the manier and on the orincip-
les specified in the rezulation:s of the State penal code.

Section VIIi  Temnorary and
Permaient Regulations

Article 37, Tersons who, o2 the day this law comes
into force, are engazed in geological suparvieion of work
or drawing un projects for zeological exnloration or geolo-
gical documents must file a statement describing their qual-
ifications within six months after the decree set forth in
article 20, »aragranh 2, comes iuto force. ‘

2, Persons snecified in narasrach 1 maycontinue their
work without stating their qualifications until the time of
filing their statements as specified in warazraoh 1.

3. The nrovision of paragranh 2 does not render it
impossible to suspend a persons engaged in geological suvera
vision or drawing up orojects for zeological exnloration
or zeological documents in accordaice with the provisions
of article 20, o

4, Waere a’sronriate, the nrovisions of naragraph
1-3 appnly to persomzel insoecting and managing work related
to geological exploration who have not previously come under
the provisions of mining law (article 2, naragranh 1), as
well as to those »nersons enzazed in work specified in artw
icle 2, maragranh 2,

Article 38: 1., /hosoever, on the day this law comes
into _foirce, is using sub-surface water in the amount of
25 m°/hour, or from a depth exceeding 150 meters, is obliga-
ted to determine this water surnly and to obtain annroval
thereof within the seriod designated by the organ for geo-
logical affairs of the presidium of the annropriate Wojew=
odztwo peonle's council,

2, The provisions of carasrash 1 do not affect the
use of sub~-surface water in the nrocess of draining excava-
tions nor the drawing of water from the bottom of a cistern
or surface reservoir or from the shores thereof for the pur-
pose of utilizinz the water coming from the direct infil-
tration of water from said cistern or reservoir, nor from
land under irrigation.

Article 39, The Provisions of this law affecting
presidia of Wojewodztwo peonle's councils also affect pre-
sidia of people's councils for cities joint to local munic-
ipalities,

Article 40, The provisions pvertaining to the specific
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method of expronriation and seizure of proserty contained
in the paragraph on nricninles ead manner of exoropriating
property do not azsly in the instances specified in the pre-
sent law, _ ‘

Article 41, The law does not nullify the nrovisions
of mining law coucerning zeolozical upkeen of mining execa-
vations. In cases not regulated by mining law, the a»nrop-
riate privisions of the present law apsly,

Article 42, The nresent law does not nullify the
provisions of water statutes and in narticular, the sub=-
mission of documents affirming sub-surface water resources
does not provide exemstion from the obligation of obtaine
ing permission under water statutes aa nrescribed in the
provisions of water law,

Article 43, ltatterc involving claims for mining dame
ages caused by geological exnloration, when covered by mine
ing law and submitted to the commission on mining claims
before the day on which the present law comes into force,
are subject to the findings of the commissions on the basis
of the decree of € May, 1953 - iining Law (Dzieanik Ustaw,
19535, Yo 10, item €5 as amended). :

Article 44: 1, Ca the day the present law comes ine
to force, regulations concerning the material covered by
this law are null and voide=specifically, the decree of 8
Octecber, 1951, concerning the State Geological Service,
Paiennil Ustaw,  Ho 52, item 369). :

. =» The law of 1 July, 10833, concerning permission to
engage in industry, crafts, trade and certain services by
non-socialized elemeiits of the economy {Dzienaik Nauki,

No &5, item 224) is to be ameaded as follows: (replacing
former paragraph 4): ¥Senarate provisions define the ro-
sponsibility of organs of State adminmistration in the area
of issuing permits to engaje in geological activities, as
well as the mammer of issuing such nermits,"

Article 45, The nrovisions and regulations issed on
the basis of the decree of 3 Cctober 1251 on the State Geolw
ogical Service and other regzulations on the subject covered
by the preseut law remain in force uatil such time as they
are retlaced by regulations issusd on the basis of the nre-
sent law unless they are inconsistent therawith.

Article 46, This law becomes effeczive as of date
of »ublication,

10,224 o B} D
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