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THE REAKTIONÄR* NATURE OP MA *IN- 
CHVS THEORY ÖJt POPULATION 

[The following is a complete translation of an article 
.tten by Ma Ch'un appearing in Pei-ching Ta-hsueh Hsüeh* 

pao (Peking university Journal) Peiplng, No 5» December 
1959» pages 1-9» quarterly Jen-wen E'o-hsueh (Humanities).J 

written 

In a class society all ideas and theories concerning the 
population problem, like other social sciences, have a clear- 
cut class oharacter and serve a particular class« Contro- 
versies over the population problem have never been purely 
academic ones; they are reflections of the class struggle in 
the domain of political thought. Engels hit the nail on 
the head when he said that the Malthuslan theory of popu- 
lation is "an open declaration of war by the bourgeois 
class on the proletariat." L 

Similarly, in our modern period, the bourgeois have used 
the population problem time and again as a weapon to oppose 
the revolutionary enterprise of the proletariat. Even after 
the liberation, the bourgeois rightists have continued to 
use the population problem to further their reactionary 
political intrigues. 

For the past few decades, Ma Yin-oh'uU population 
theory has been directed against the revolutionary enter- 
prise of the proletariat both before and after the libera- 
tion. Today it stands in direct opposition to socialist 
revolution and socialist construction. It is,therefore, 
necessary for us to expose the reactionary nature of his 
population theory. 

Complete Works of Marx and Engels, p. 572. 



(1) 

All controversies <>***&*$&]"%*£Z*lTiX%ion 
o? °ÄÄÄ SÄ'^TÄSS S srsa! poll- 
tioal significance. 

Malthus separated the Population problem under the 
capitalist system from that of J^* J^ISltS»* Sd outside 
studied the population PJ°*1« in the £££}£ point, he 
of the historical context.    From *h^t)^

a^f8?
S

8Sciety is 
tried to prove ^gl^i^oSKSS^t is tL 
not created by capi^aiisi. t>rxv<*»<* v natural law which 
result of the functioning a P^manent «aturai i. 
he called the "^olute population surplus• lst        _ 

fem^Ä^^ "—*• 
Malthus said:  "^e principal and common °ause of poverty 

is seldom attributed to the form of government^    ^^ ^ 
unequal distribution of proper^.    Tnisimpg ua &t 

discovered tlirough the law of P^f^ of population" 
tacked sooiaiiem on the basis « ™l8t ayrt«.  "und«P the he created.    He said that the socialist sysx., 
best conditions, would be completely ^"^a^, not to 
principle of population ir^less than thirty yea 
speak of a few milienia. 

Twenty or thirty years ago. Ma Yln-oh'u ***£» 

SSSS ST-SffiS ÄaanaVra6a;edHKaltnus. re- 
actlonary population theory. 

4.« + i~*  «rr.iti«lzin« Those Who Talk About 

Trf ou^o tneTarfe SESÄ^».. the dletrlhu- 
tion." 2 

—Wthua Population Theory, translated by Kuo Ta-11. 
World Book Shop, 1933 edition, P 47. 

Malthus: Population Theory, Oo^erolal Press. 1W, P «• 
2Ka Xln-chVe Leoture Series, Series I. Oomaerolal 
Press, 1925. P 161- 



Itt another article in the fciM *•£&-*•*«•!*! i"Th* P?or 

conditions of the workers in our ciiahttfy ate due to popula* 
tlon increase»" *• 

i 
In his book, Introduction to Economics» Ma Yin^dh u made 

a even clearer exposition of the &althusian viewpoints. 
He said: "In short, the inability of food increase to 
catoh up with population increase is an unavoidable law of 
nature in this world. This will result in a struggle for 
food and clothing and in difficult living conditions. In 
extrem»cases, wars, famines,.malnutrition, over-work and 
epidemics are unavoidable." * Is this not a Chinese edi- 
tion of Maithus1 Population Theory? 

Why is the food increase not equal to population In- 
crease? Ma Yin-ch'u, like Malthus, considers the law 
of diminishing returns" to be the basic law of agriculture. 
As there is a limit to the Increase of land productivity, 
the increase in the means of livelihood must fall behind 
population increase. 

Ma Yin-ch'u said: "As the cost in agriculture in- 
creases to a certain point, the returns will gradually 
diminish. The law of diminishing returns is the basic 
principle* Thus, there is no difference between high 
production and low production in agriculture. For whe- 
ther the production is high or low, it is governed by the 
law of diminishing returns." 5 

In another place, he said: "If the amount of labor 
applied to a field is increased by one hundred thousand 
times, the output would not increase by much." ° This 
is ono side of the question. 

"5TbTd, p 299. 

*Ma Yin-ch'u, Introduction to Economics, Commercial 
Press, 1943, P 118» 

5t 7 Ma Y*n-oh'u Lecture Series, Series 4, Commercial 
Press, 19*8, pp 145, 233. 

6Ma Yin-ch'u1s Lecture Series, Series 3» Commerical 
Press, 1926, p 167. 



On the other hand, Ma Yin-ch'u considered the popula- 
tion increase in China to he too rapid. He said.  me 
rep?odScUve power of the Chinese population is astonishing. 
1  LikeMalthus, he believed that population Increases in 
geometric progression* 

In another article entitled "The Mathematics for Es- 
timating Population" written as early as 1920, Ma Yin-ch u 
P^?ntedgoutPtnat1ince population Increases in geometric 
OToSressioh it should be estimated according to ^metric 
progression. He saidi »Population increase is like com- 
pound Interest in arithmetic. In compound ****•■ JjL»* 
terest produces interest. Population Increase is like . 
that. It is not Proper to estimate it according to arlth 
metical progression. ,8 

From the conclusion that China has a large PJP^*^?* 
and limited food supply, Ma Yin-oh'u proceeded to expound 
Mlthis' reacrionarfvlews on the control of population. 
He said: "If we do not adopt moral Precautions, we shall 
hive such positive checks as abortion, infanticide and the 
aSIndoningPof babies. We shall suffer from hunger, war 
and pestilence. Excess of population will thus öe feaucea. 
5ar,famine and the abandoning of *»W« »w W"W**** 
in our societya They all exercise a positive check on 
the population. ",y 

He also said: "As population increases, outward ex- 
pansion becomes necessary. As expansion takes Place.  „ 
everywhere, conflicts arise and wars become inevitable. 

Moreover, Ma Y,n-ch'u used this Malthusian viewpoint 
to defend publicly the imperialist aggression of the 10 oeiena puoxxoxy     »      ,       , population in- 

^etseTrapWly?"« existing terriLry becomes Insuffi- 
?i«nt to SSoport the population; hence the tendency for 
he?to "expand. Japa/is thus not only China'* ****£• 
She will become the enemy of the world. In her country» 

 Slain Ch'lng-nien (New Youth), 1920, V 7, No 4. 

9Ma Yin-ch'u, China's Economic Reform, Commercial 
Press, 1935, P 98. 

1 Ibid, pp 647-648. 



she can only expand her Industry but not her agriculture. 
She must, therefore, look for raw materials and foodstuffs 
abroadi"  2 

Ma Yin-ehfu*s population theory is not an isolated 
one. It has always been closely related to his reactionary 
political views. During our first,great revolutionary 
period afouttd 1925, Ma Yln-ch'u spoke in various places _ 
expounding his views on harmony between labor and capital» 
supporting cooperation between the peasants and the land* 
lords and opposing class struggle. 

He saidt  "China has no capital. Since capital is in* 
adequate, there is naturally the desire to increase iti 
Why? It is because labor and capital are complementary 
and not opposed to each other. tSo I say, "Labor is 
s«?ered; capital is also sacred. " 5 

Attacking Marxism, he said:  "It insists on dividing 
the rich from the poor, thus causing conflict between the 
two. I do not know what their intention is. * 

He even said:  "The labor-capital problem came *at0 

being entirely because of the class concept and class dic- 
tatorship. Class distinction appeared as an idea first 
before it became a fact." He also said:  The class 
concept did not arise from the relation between the em- 
ployer and the employed but from differences in objective 
and Interest." 5 

Ma Yin-ch'u tried to promote not only cooperation 
between labor and capital but also harmony between the 
peasants and the landlords. 

He said: "Look at the various hslang militia. The 
rich give their money and the poor their strength to 

 ^Collection of Ma Yin-chVs Economic Essays, The 
Authors' Bookstore, 1947, P 1* 

3Ma Yin-chVs Lecture Series, Series 1, Commercial 
Press, 1925, P 152. 

4Ibid, p 227. 

5Ma Yin-ch'u's Lecture Series, Series 4, Commercial 
Press, 1928, p 41 



support them, There Is friendship between the rioh and the 
poor. Why must we use socialism tö alienate them? o 

He even went so far as t$ kiiy^: "Thefe is a warm feeling 
between the peasants and the landlords." « 

Before the liberation, Ma Yin-ch'u attacked the Marxist 
theory time and again and expounded his absurd theory that 
Marxism was not suitable for China. To oppose Marxism on 
this score was the usual trick of the bourgeois class. Ma 
Yin-ch'u did not act differently. He said: "Communism is 
not suitable for China because China has no capitalists. 
Communism opposes capitalism. Since there are no capitalists 
in China, the question of communism does not arise." 

He also said: "Marxism cannot even be carried out in the 
united States, not to speak of China. The Chinese people 
are not yet rich. Capital is not yet concentrated. The 
productive capacity has not yet been developed. The workers 
have yet to be trained for organized work. Labor and capi- 
tal have yet to form two classes. None of these six con- 
ditions has been realized» It goes without saying that it 
is unsuitable for China and cannot be carried out. * 

During the period of the democratic revolution, especi- 
ally during our second revolution—the period of the land 
revolution—Ma Yin-ch'u attacked the Communist Party s re- 
volutionary line in the rural areas. 

He said: "Landlords are not the great menace of the 
Chinese farmers. For the Chinese landlords are not as harsh 
as the European landlords. At timeB, they aid the tenants 
in various ways. Flood, drought, locusts and civil war are 
the principal menaces. If the civil war can be stopped and 
afforestation and river conservancy projects.carried out, 
the poverty of the farmers can be remedied. 

6Ma Yin-ch'u's Lecture Series, Series 1, Commercial 
Press, 1925i P 161. 

?Ibid, Series 4, 1928, p. 146. 
8Ibid, p. 166 
?Ibld, Series 4, 1928, p. 138. 
10Ibidt p. 145. 



Tn 1Q^ Mä Yin-ch'ü attackedlihe Communist land policy 
Mint bv point in a specLl qhäpte* in his book, China's 
iconic Am. In U toflpj he praised the "enthusiasm 
for public welfare And desire to perform good deeds and 
render aid" on the part of tfie landlord and gentry class. 

He said: "If we eliminate them all, we shall ^destroy- 
ing the valuable as well as the valueless without discrimi- 
nation! i£reover? the rural areas will lose their important 
personages. It is, therefore, a big mistake to eliminate 
the gentry class,M 

Ma Yin-ch'u also attacked the Party's class analysis of 
the rural areas. He said: »This kind of analysis is based 
on class differentiation. Actually it Js no: more than the 
classification within the same class. 

He said- "Although the equal distribution of lan£4
l8

4^
ot 

without* iSloTIt is difficult to carry out. This is 
eaoecially true when we consider the complexity or tne 
present society as compared with the ancient and medieval 
times? lather than bringing about confusion, " is better 
♦ « «dint a Dolicv which is suitable to the conditions or *ne 
country! The polic? should be to^increase the productivity 
of the peasants through the use of scientific methods. 

Ma Yin-ch'u used his population theory as the main sup- 
port for his reactionary theories and Political views. He 
considered over-population as the origin of China s Poverty 
and backwardness and used this theory to support the old 
«overnin« system, to oppose the revolution and the o^sf 
Itr^Slel to promote cooperation between labor and capital 

revolution. 

From the above, we can see that Ma »^^.STthiry. 
tinn theorv is the Chinese version of the Maltnusian ™e?*J» 
Be?Sre ^liberation, his theory was directed against the 
democratic revolution. 

 lMa Yin-ch'u, China's Economic Reform, Commercial Press, 
1935» PP« 616,618. 

2Ma Yln-ch'u's Lecture Series, Series 4, Commercial Press, 

1928, p 195. 



(2) 

Ma Yin-ch'ura population theory was, of course, unable 
to impede the victorious advance of the Chinese people 
under the Communist Party and to prevent them from winning 
the glorious victory of the democratic revolution. The 
facts were very clear. Ma Yin-ch'u should have learned his 
lesson and criticize his mistaken theories of the past« 

In his article entitled "On the Democratic Dictatorship 
of the People," Comrade Mao Tae~tung said in 1949:  "Among 
those who hankered after other things, some have collapsed, 
some have wakened up and some are changing their minds. 
Things have developed so fast that many people are struck 
by the suddenness of the change and feel the need for learn- 
ing anew. Such feelings among the people are understandable. 
We welcome this admirable attitude of wanting to learn anew." 

After the liberation, however, Ma Yln-ch*u ignored the 
basic change in our national and sooial system. He not 
only did not abandon his reactionary population theory, 
but continued to propagate his theory more intensively and 
stood In direct opposition to socialism. 

Facts are so unmerciful. In 1955 when the socialist 
revolution in the economic field was reaching a high tide, 
Ma Yln~chfu proposed his population theory.5 

In 1957 when the bourgeois class began its mad attack 
on socialism, Ma Yln-ct^u formulated hurriedly his "new 
population theory." It constituted a part of the whole 
reactionary bourgeois intellectual attack on socialism. 

Following the great leap forward In 1958, our socialist 
construction enterprise made rapid progress while capitalism 
was nearing its end» Under the ciroumstances, Ma Yin-ch'u 
enunciated for the third time his population theory in 
opposition to the Party7s general line of socialist con- 
struction. All these were not accidental, but natural re- 
sults of maintenance of his reactionary bourgeois stand- 
point. 

*At the meeting of the Gheklang section of the National 
Congress in 1955» the paper was read and criticized. 
For that reason, it was not published. 

8 



In the "hew population theory" he formulated in 1957, 
Ma Yin-oh'u tried to prove that owing to China's large 
population! it was not possible to build socialism in our 
country. He said: "We do not want loans from the United 
States. We cannot use the imperialist method of colonial 
exploitation to obtain funds, 

■Nor can we follow the Japanese example of using the 
indemnity of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 as the 
capital for industrialization«, We can only depend upon 
our own efforts and accumulate our own capital»" 

As to depending upon our own accumulations, he said: 
"Owing to the size of the population, the consumption is 
large and accumulation small«" He said: "Since capital 
accumulation is so slow and population increase so rapid, 
the dilemma between small capital and large population is 
difficult to solve." According to his view, it is not 
only impossible to depend upon our own accumulation, it 
may even be dangerous. 

Ma Yln-ch'u said: "Over-population is fatal to us,"2 

He said that the six hundred million population is "great 
pressure" on China and a "great burden, and that "the 
population is a drag on industrialization," Since this 
is the case, it is already difficult to maintain the 
status quo. How can we talk about social revolution and 
socialist construction? 

Ma Yin-ch'u said: "The remedy lies in technological 
and cultural revolution,"  However, he added instantly: 
"I am afraid that with a large population we oannot mech- 
anize and automatize rapidly. A large population is a 
drag on technological advance and scientific progress. ' 
His proposal of "technological and oultural revolution is 
not serious. It cannot be realized. According to him, 
China must first solve the population problem. 

Where the sources of quotations are hot given, they 
are to be found in Ma Yin-ch'u*s New Population Theory 
and his My Philosophical Ideas and Economic Theory* 

2"Ma Yin-ch'u Discusses the Population Problem," Wen- 
hul Pao, 27 April, 1957. 



However, with such a large population, this problem 
cannot be solved. Thus we can only so back to capitalism. 
This is the natural conclusion of Ma Yln-ch u s theory. 
As a matter of fact, he has already JW»; *J** ™? lo£L 
to Britain and follow the road of British capitalism. For 
even if communism is achieved) the most we can accomplish 
is to "raise the stahdard of living to Britain s level. 

This Is how Ma Yih-ch'ti useis-the population theory to 
discredit our socialist construction, spread the feelings 
of pessimisim and disappointment and advocate the road to 
capitalism! 

The r'apid development of socialist enterprises in our 
country in the past few years has «^roughly shattered 
Ma Yin-chVs reactionary theory. However, the experience 
of history tells us that reactionary ideas do not vf^8<\ 
by themselves. With the intensification of the socialist 
revolution, proponents of these ideas will deliver their 
final counte? blow. This is precisely what Ma Yln-ch'u 
is doing. 

In his recent article (Hsin Chien-she, 1959, No11), 
he went a step further to develop the reactionary Malthu- 
slan views he has been holding for several decades in 
order to deny the superiority of the socialist system and 
oppose the socialist revolution. 

Ma Yin-ch'u said: "Our deficiency does not lie in Pro- 
duction relations. It lies in low labor P™^?"^; Ihe 

remedy is to be found in technological and cultural re- 
volution and not in political revolution« It is, there- 
fore, necessary for us to create a new theory to oppose 
Maithus. 

The object of this theory is to raise gradually the 
labor productivity of the workers and to raise the level 
and expand our scientific achievements until we are able 
^manufacture artificial foodstuffs to take the place . 
of the food that Malthus found insufficlentc This theory 
is different from the old theory. 

The old theory that «the Production relations do not 
suit the expansion of productive capacity" is applicable 
only for atime. Once the production relations have been 

10 



adjusted (for Instance, the establishment of the peoplö s 
communes in China and the unification of the government 
and the commune), this o^d theory will no longer fee appli- 
cable.11 \ 

ContiriUlrig, he Saldi ^Since you consider the peopled 
commune to be a good institution, you cannot say that pro- 
duction relations still require further adjustment and that 
they are still an obstacle to the development of produc- 
tivity." (Note: The Marxist theory that "production re- 
lations must suit the nature of productive capacity has 
been changed by Ma nn-oh'u to the theory that "production 
relations do not suit the expansion of productive capacity. 

Marxism has never considered production relations to be 
unchangeable. It was Ma Yin-ch'u who "created ' such 
ideas as "adjusting well the production relations and 
the idea that "the expansion of productive capacity does 
not catch up with production relations«;" This shows how 
ignorant he is.) 

What Ma Yin-ch'u said in these passages had its im- 
plications. But as the proverb says:  A fox cannot hide 
its tail," his reactionary naturo is very obvious. To 
put his ideas more clearly, his words amounted to this: 
the socialist revolution cannot solve the population pro- 
blem and the socialist system cannot eliminate poverty. 

The question he raise was: production relations have 
been adjusted but that did not correct our conditions of 
poverty. Ma Yln-ch*u never thinkB that the origin of 
poverty to lies in the social system. 

In 1957 he said: "over-population is the origin of our 
poverty. It is a fatal wound3" Ma Xin-oh'u has always 
believed that our low labor productivity is due to over- 
population which impedes scientific and technological de- 
velopment. In short, from his point of view, the cause 
of China's poverty and backwardness is not the long period 
of feudal exploitation and the Imperialist aggression of 
the past hundred years, but over-population, and the way 
to overcome this difficulty is not socialist revolution 
but his "population control." The "new" theory that he 
advocates is "population control" or "birth control. 

11 



However, we already have a population of over six hun- 
dred million and according to hli view, such a population 
Is already a drag. How can further discussion of 'popu- 
lation control" solve the problem! He was merely trying 
to cover up the basic nature of his opposition to socia- 
lism. 

Ma Yin-ch'u said that<Marx's view that "production re- 
lations do not suit the expansion of productive capacity 
was already out of date apd that his new theory Was always 
applicable and that it was applicable in capitalist coun- 
tries. How absurdI 

In saying that Marxism was "öüt of date," he was openly 
opposing Marxism and denying the function of revolutions« 
For, froin his point of view» we have not licked the pro- 
blem of poverty even though the production relations have 
been adjusted. To him, this shows that the basic problem 
cannot be solved by a revolution or a change in produc- 
tion relations. The method that he prescribed to solve 
the basic problem Is his "new" theory of "population con- 
trol." 

In short, Ma Xin-ch'u tried his best to deny the effect 
of changes in production relations, to advocate the use- 
lessness of socialist revolution and to deny the superior- 
ity of the socialist system. 

Marx made a profound analysis of the capitalist system, 
pointing out that both poverty and unemployment under the 
capitalist system were created by the exploitation of 
capitalism and that the establishment of a socialist sys- 
tem would fundamentally change the poor conditions of the 
people and create for them a happy life. 

Using the Marxist principle, the Chinese Communist 
Party Party made a profound analysis of the nature of the 
old Chinese society, pointing out that the poverty and 
backwardness of old China were created by the long period 
of feudal and imperailiot rule In China. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung saidt "Owing to the double pres- 
sure of feudalism and imperialism, the masses of the Chinese 
people, especially the peasants, beoame more and more im- 

12 



poverlBhed ana many of them wer© bankrupt. They were 
destitute and they had n,o political rights, l 

He further said: "Owing to oi&t on© hundred years 
of oppression and exploitation by the imperialiste_and 
•their agents, we have böjJöni© a very pbor country. * 
Owing to the imperialist, feudal and bureaucratic rule in 
old China, the development of the soolal productive capa- 
city was impeded and reduced to a very low pace, 

"Recognizing the nature of the old Chinese society and 
the origin of poverty, the Chinese Communist Party re- 
commended a way for the complete liberation of the Chinese 
people. That is to carry out, first of all, a democra- 
tic revolution, and on the basis of that revolution, to 
carry out a socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion in order to build a modern, socialist, prosperous 
and strong China." 

This is the method of combining "revolution with pro- 
duction," revolution being the principal and decisive fac- 
tor. For it is only through a revolutionary victory 
that our social productive oapacity can be completely 
liberated and a rapid transformation of our poor and 
backward conditions basically guaranteed. 

With the victory of our revolution, a socialist system 
was established. This enabled our productive capacity to 
expand at a tremendous speed, thus rapidly changing our 
conditions of poverty. In the past ten years, our indus- 
try and agriculture developed rapidly and the living stand« 
ard of the people was markedly improved. All this bears 
eloquent testimony to the correctness of the words of our 
great leader Mao Tse-tung: "Only socialism can save 
China."1 

^Selections of Mao Tse-tung's Works, Vol 2, Jen-min 
Publishers, 1954, p 625. 

2Mao Tse-tung, On the Correct Handling of Contradic- 
tions Among the People, Jen-min Publishers, p 19. 

llbid, p 11. 

13 



Comrade Liu Shao-ch'i has pointed out: "What Marx said 
was entirely correct: ,'Revolution la the looomotlve df ;; 
history.1 If imperiallim,anq the demooratic revolution of 
feudalism and bureauc^äfisi In China had riot befcri 6vet** 
thrown and if the socialist revolution of capitalism had 
not been abolished* modern industry, modern agriculture arid 
modern science and culture would not have developed so 
rapidly. 

Nor would the situation be like what it is today when 
the people are fighting for socialism and communism In 
such high spirit and with such morale. Revolution gave    2 
the Chinese people unlimited hope and a very bright future. 

Although we are still comparatively poor at the moment, 
the establishment of the socialist system, especially the 
establishment of the Party*s general line of socialist 
construction, Is a basic guarantee that our oonditlon of 
poverty will be completely changed after a period of exer- 
tion. 

Ma Yin-cl^u is not only saying that socialist revolu- 
tion is useless, but also is opposed to the continuation 
of the socialist revolution. In his New Population Theory, 
he said that the principal contradiction in our present 
society is not the contradiction between the bourgeois 
class and the working class but that of production. 

In his article, "My Philosophical Ideas and Economic 
Theory," he went a step further and said: "The remedy lies 
in technical revolution and cultural revolution, and de- 
finitely not in political revolution." He said that since 
production relations have been adjusted, whoever advocates 
a political revolution is advocating "an irresponsible 
view which endangers the affairs of the state. ' 

In his recent article, "Renewing My Request," He went 
so far as to conclude that in China today, landlords and 
capitalists no longer exist." In this way, he openly 
denied the existence of class struggle during the transi- 
tional stage, trying by this means to divert people's atten- 
tion from the bourgeois attack and open up a road for the 
return of capitalism. 

2Liu Shao-ch'i, Victory of Marxism in China. 

14 



We all know that Gomradö Liü ShäG-Wi has pointed out 
very clearly in his work Report at the Second Meeting of 
the Party's Eighth National Congress: "In the whole tran- 
sitional period, that is to say before the establishment of 
a socialist society, th4 struggle between the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie and the struggle between the socialist 
road and the capitalist road will always remain the prin- 
cipal contradictions in our country« x 

Our Party believes that after the victory of the dem- 
ocratic revolution, there muat be a socialist revolution 
before socialist construction can be carried out. After 
the national economic recovery was basically accomplished 
in 1952, the Party proposed a general line for the tran- 
sitional period. It is a general line for carrying out 
the socialist revolution and socialist construction simul- 
taneously. 

By 1956 the socialist revolution In the economic field 
was basically achieved and unitary socialist production 
relations were established. This basic reform in produc- 
tion relations has contributed greatly to the successful 
completion of our First Five-Year Plan. 

However, socialist revolution is not just a revolution 
on the economic front, it is also a revolution on the 
political and intellectual fronts« Therefore, after the 
basic completion of the socialist revolution on the eco- 
nomic front, the Party proposed further that a socialist 
revolution on the political and intellectual fronts must 
be carried and brought to a conclusion. This was the task 
of the anti-rightist struggle and rectification movement 
from 1957 to 1958, 

With the victory of the antl-rlghtist struggle and 
rectification movement, the socialist awareness of the 
broad masses was greatly raised. The enthusiasm of the 
people of the whole country in buidling socialism thus 
reached an unprecedented level. It was on this basis that 
the general line to "build socialism by exerting our utmost 
efforts, and pressing ahead consistently to aohieve greater, 
faster, better and more economical results was proposed. 

XLiu Shao-ch1!: Work Report of the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Communist Party at the Second Meeting 
of the Eighth National Congress, Jen-min Publishers, 
pp. 8 and 21* 
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Thus under thd llluminliUoh ok  the Party's general line, 
the great leap forward, oh all fronts and the people s cotfl- 
munalizatlon movement tobk place. This enabled üs to 
achieve a great victory In our socialist construction en- 
terprise. 

Nevertheless, all this does not mean that class struggle 
no longer exists. As Comrade Liu Shao-ch i has pointed 
out:  The capitalists in our country are still getting 
interests. The contradiction between the proletarian and 
bourgeois classes in the euonomic field has not yet com- 
pletely disapperared. Even if the bourgeoisie disappears 
as an economic class, the bourgeois world view, the bour- 
geois political Influence and the bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois habits will remain for a long time to come and 
they will conflict with the so6lallst system. 

For this reason, the Party has made the following pro- 
vision among the basic points of the general line for so- 
cialist construction: "when the socialist revolution on 
the economic, political and intellectual fronts is being 
brought to a completion, a technical and cultural revolu- 
tion must be carried out step by step«" •? 

It is particularly important that the socialist re- 
volution on the political and intellectual fronts be car- 
ried out through the whole transitional period and in all 
fields (including the technical and cultural revolution). 

During the transitional period, the bourgeois class 
will try every means to oppose and obstruct socialist con- 
struction. If we do not continue to carry out a socialist 
revolution on the political and intellectual fronts in this 
period» socialist construction cannot proceed smoothly. 
The struggle against the rightist opportunists that is being 
carried out over the whole country is a factual proof. 

2Liu Shao-ch1is The Victory of Marxism-Leninism In China. 

5Liu Shao-ch*i: Work Report of the Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party at the Second Meeting of 
the Eighth National Congress, Jen-min Publishers, pp. 
8 and 21, 
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„■.-.SWA SSKÄ'^srÄ.'! -Äis 
year'is a feflection of the class struggle among the rank 

ÄnÄÄ SÄ de£f a\14ly cxow 
to the rightist opportunist offensive. 

Responding to the cäÜ 6f the Party, the people of the 
who        Ä    opposed the rightists and exerted their 
efforts in bringing about a new ^Sh tide in the^produc 
tion and economy movement and in

o
c0^^ t0 Proauoe 

great leap forward in the national economy. 

The fact of the past ten X^fc^StJ^ISUSlh 

Unuoul victory In socialist construction. 

The socialist movement in the «hole transitional period 
always SjiSU 'evolution as wel l^oo».*™* ^he** 
hourgeotsif and^helrol^aSarifÄidable in the tran- 

sltional period. 

In denvln« the class struggle and opposing   ; ^e «on" 
tinuaUoToTthe -S^S^SJ^ÄÄw*    -ia- 
actually opposing the ^^^P^^y^Jw simultaneously, 
list construction and socialist f™™*f0l^tr^£ 
He is trying to divert a™?™^? J^lly, allow the bour- 
felll^l^T SÄ IfstlTTrl^tor the return 
of capitalism. 

Ma Yin-ch'u has time and again resorted t0 sophistry;„ 

letarian class. 

in our opinion, we cannot construe th<»^„'^"the 

SracS: aft JJ"Ä°SpÄt it is that you destroy 
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and construct« Different classes have completely different 
Ideas about "destruction" and "construction*" Facts are 
very clear. 

The population theory of Marxism Was "constructive" 
long ago. Our Party and Öömrade Mao Tse-tung have already 
discussed the population- problem of our country system- 
atically. The documents of the Party8s Eighth Plenary 
Session of the Eighth National Congress and the.writings 
of the responsible comrades of the Central Committee have 
given scientific explanations of the great leap forward. 

However, holding on to his reactionary bourgeois views, 
Ma Yln-oh'u does not consider these as "constructive. 

In the many articles that criticize Ma Yin-ch'u reac- 
tionary theory, the Marxist population theory was discussed« 
He chooses to regard them as so much "dogmatism." Let 
us see what Ma Yin-ch'u is trying to "construct" or "estab- 
lish." What he "establishes" are his anti-party and anti- 
socialist views and what he sells is Malthusianism. 

Obviously, from his point of view, only the establish- 
ing of anti-party and anti-socialist views can be conside- 
red "constructive." Since what he produces are poisonous 
weeds, we must destroy them as best we can until they are 
eradicated» To try to bind us with this sophistry is 
futile. 

Prom the above, we see very clearly that Ma Yin-ch'u 
has, for several decades, used his reactionary population 
theory to oppose the revolutionary enterprise of the pro- 
letariat. 

Before the liberation, he used his reactionary popula- 
tion theory to oppose the democratic revolution led by 
the ^arty. After the liberation, he continued to use it 
to oppose the socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion. This is the basic nature of Ma Yln-ch'u's popula- 
tion theory. We must tear down the camouflage and expose 
completely the reactionary nature of the theory* 

1005 END 
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