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WHILE USING- PHONETICS TO LIQUIDATE ILLITERACY, 
STRENGTHEN TH£ STUDY OF HAN .CHARACTERS 

[The following Is a translation of a report 
by the Honaa An~yang Egg Factory Htrag-chuan 
(Red Expert) School. The report appears 
in SiSß.ziiS»-£lklEä£» Pelping, 30 June i960, 
page 3.J 

When our school proceeded this time with liquida- 
tion of illiteracy through the use of the phonetic alpha- 
bet, we took into consideration the lesson our previous 
experience had given us.  This time we paid serious at- 
tention to the study"of the characters and made our stu- 
dents master them well. All forty students in our class 
(with the exception of some three or four transferred 
or on too long*a sick leave) after 123 class-hours of 
study were able to recognise easily 2,000 characters,- 
read popular publications, and write short tests of 
some 300-400 characters. 

Liquidation of Illiteracy through the use of the 
phonetic alphabet does not mean "liquidation of illit- 
eracy In phonetleal transcription of Chinese speech* 
but "litmldation of illiteracy in Chinese characters*5. 
Therefore, in liquidation of Illiteracy through study 
of the phonetic alphabet, study of the characters must 
be taken very seriously so that after &  certain period 
of study the student might be able, all by himself, 
to read or write comparatively long essays without the 
helD of the phonetio alphabet.  When in 1958 we initiat- 
ed our classes for liquidation of illiteracy through 
the use of the phonetic alphabet, we did not pay suf- 
ficient attention to the study of characters. And our 
students could read but few characters when they were 
not accompanied by the alphabet. This time we treated 
the matter in a different way. 

In the period of studying the phonetic alphabet 
we put special stress on study of the Chinese syllables. 
At this time students did not yet begin study of the 
characters, but due to peculiarity of spelling, mastering 
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of the syllables serves aa an Introduction to the master- 
in* of reading of the characters. So, when a student 
mastered soae&400 Chinese syllables "means ^at he haa 
mastered phonetic expression of all Chinese characters. 

With this in mind, our students first mastered 
mn^r.pntfi.    hen vowels and spelling.  Tnisleuthe 
M.u^nte'to the mastering of some 400 syllaDles. +So 
after a vowel Maw is explained and mastered the student 

Je «qSiSS to familiarize "«^^"^SJ^S«'?"^^  ^ 
ing. of all vowel syllables with "a . InJ*1" *** ™Jn 
a class is through with all vowels, all 400 syllables 
•«co™apöndinBlj^tereaiMB ^ & 

tition o? the syllables, students must have fe syllables 
boa-d with the characters. Here it is important to have 
tVeitudent clearly perceive that a Chinese character is 
but a syllable, and a syllable represents P^onetlo reaa- 
ing of the character. Only when students mastered all 
syllables can they proceed speedily to the spelling of 
the characters» *  „ „„.iii,,,. 

When we were through with the period of SPJ1"^ 
characters, students were required, operating with ttie 
al-nhabetrto master quietly the spelling and meaning of 
2,000 characters and to be able to write 350 oaeio 
^■vUr-acters and some composite characters,  ^hen we 
?ta-?eS the Study of spelling of the characters, we had 
SrlntiS a table with the spelling (in alphabet) of the 
2,000 characters in common use. This ***1° ™%*JB;£a_ 
bated to the students for practice in spelling and re*a 

lri6#  Adult students, who are comparatively more con- 
aolentiouB, diligently mastered syllables and learned 
readings and meanings of the characters. So when the 
?Scher started study of characters with emphaeis on 
their form, the students could proceed at a ßrea^r 

tlUl  without any waste of time. When «e tegan to spell 
characters, using for this the phonetic avh&et,™ 
I™** in the study of basic characters and simultaneous- 
iv vU-h ?he study of spelling of the characters we taught 
student thirteen types of bmash st^o^jB and six writ- 
ing rulea, and also taught them to copy ^50 basic 

characters,        turned'to the study of the composite 

characters! made dictation ^"Spa^thi end ^t 
student« coov the composite characters. At the ena, we 
undertook ?he study of the radicals. Here we made die» 
tations on all basic characters and some composite 



"1 
characters, and also repeatedly practiced the radicals. 
hhen this oeriod of study was over, all students were 
able to fmell the 2,000 characters in phonetic alphabet. 

In" the oerlocl of reading of te^ts accompanied by 
trie alnhabet, study of characters v;as still very import- 
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texts with the aid 
instrue ted 

' 3] phabet, ana 
f" reoetitious readings, they Memorized 

characters.  On the 'other hand, through calculated 
cor-n- • of the -roues of words, ohrases, and pieces, 
+.hi»v i;<=v>e led, on the basis of oeouliarity of readings 
of Chinese characters, to make out their meanings ana 
write out their fors and finall? to memorize them. 

]>.»r''n-t the readings, students no longer looked 
Pt thr  scc^anvinx alphabet above the characters al- 
y-PfuVr  u«ptered/ As to characters which students re- 
cvmizeä w5th the helo of the alphabet above the cha- 
rrct^rs thev also were not new to him, as he already 
had stnoied them, but they were still not firm in his 
rninr).  The students made marks under such characters 
and copied groups of words or sentences containing such 
c h ar a c t e r s . ,     «± • 

Ir olaep studies we heloed thera analyze wricten 
for'-.c of such characters.  After the classes we reouest- 
Pd th^M to cony characters repeatedly and arrance tuen 
b-r radicals. "After repeated recognition of characters 
and ^n-ated copvinp. students mastered almost 2,000 
characters with which they were familiar oefor-e. 

At the same time, students Increased their aox- 
"Ht.v to r;iaster- Chinese characters utilizing peculiari» 
tTep in character construction.  For example, the four 
characters M fc [yaoLJfc  [chiao],^  LshaoLfcfEl 
hoD]« viövp sll different meaning, but the students 
were all able to discern correctly, by their radicals, 
their reading and raeanins*  They used to say  „J , 
alone Is ifvao».  tfith n > Si (water) added It is  >& 
(chia->K and iseans to,water the fields,  with 9* 
(fiVe) 'added It is ut$b    {f (shao) and means to burn 

hith w h    ,f (silk) added it is W
£KJ 

n   (Jao). 
In the writinsr oeriod of texts, not only did we 

teach the students to nass over the obstacles they met 
fi *  characters thev did not-know how to write) by 
r^rt.inr:- to the use of the. "ohonetlc alphabet, but 
aij,0 continued the intensive study of characters ^wito. 
+vTCo«oVont "pi"* that ptudents roaster firmly the 2,000 
eh*r*cfers.  Insufficiently firm knowledge of characters 
was reflected in the writing of texts where students 
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resorted to the use of the phonetic alphabet for charac- 
ters they did not know. 

With respect to such characters we adopted mea- 
sures of a general and Individual -nature. A teacher 
arranged characters into many groups by radicals. From 
these groups the characters already studied, but not 
firmly mastered, were separated into one group. •j The 
characters not studied before made the second group. 
The first efforts of the teacher in the class was di- 
rected at the first group. Students had to recognize 
characters repeatedly and copy them. In their home 
work they had*to copy them again three to five times. 
The characters formerly unknown were analyzed and read 
in. class only by the teacher. Students were required 
to practice them at home.  After the completion of the 
text writing period, students not only mastered 2,000 
characters in*common use, but also became familiar with 
additional characters. 
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