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WAILE USING PHCONETICE TO LIQUIDATE.ELLITERQSY,
STRENGTHEN THE STUDY OF HAN CHARACTERS

[The following 1s a translation of & report
by the Honan An~yang Ege Factory Hung-chuan
{(Red Expert) School. The report appears
in Kunge-len Jih-pso, Pelping, 30 June 1960,
page 3. ,

When our school proceeded thie time with liguida~
tion of illiteracy throuzgh the use of the phonetlc alpha-
bet, we took into consideration the lesson our previous
exnerience had given us, This time we pald serlous at-
tention to the study of the characters and mede our siue
dents master them well. All forty studente in our class
(with the exception of some three or four transferred
or on too long a sick leave) after 123 class-~hours of
study were able to recognize easily 2,000 characters,
read popular publications, and write short tests of
gome 300-400 characterse. '

Liguidation »f 1lliiteracy through the use of the
phonetic alphabet doee not mean “liquidation of 11lit-
e?acz in phonetical transcription of Chinese speeah”(
but ¥liguldation of 1lliteracy in Chinese charactera®.
Therefore, in liquidation of illiteracy through study
of the phonetic alphabet, study of the charscters must
be taken very seriously so that after a certaln period
of study the student wmight be eble, all by himselfl,

. to read or write comparatively long essays without the
help of the phonetic alphabet. When in 1958 we initlat-
ed our classes for liquidastion of 1lliteragy through
the use of the phonetic alphabet, we dld not pay sufl-
ficlent attention to the etudy of characters. And our
students could read but few charscters when they were
not accoupanied by the alphabet. This time we treated
the matter in a different way.,

In the period of studying the phonetlc alphabet
we put speclal stress on study of the Chinese syllables,
At this %time students did not yet begin study of the

. characters, but due to pecullarity of spelling, mastering ;
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of the syllebles serves as an introduction to the master-
ing of reading of the charscters, So, when a student

mastered some 400 Chinese syllables 1% means that he has

mastered phonetic expression of 21l Chinese characters.
with this in mind, our students first mastered

sonesonents, hen vowels and gpelling, This led the

ciudonte to the mastering of sowe 400 syllables. - So

afier a vowel "a® is ewplained and mastered the student

is requived to famillarize himself with peading and writ- |

ing of all vowel syllables with "af., In this wsy when ;

a olass is through with all vowels, 21l 400 syllasbles

are correspondingly mastered. '

' Tn the end when the class makes & general repe-
tition of the syllables, students must have the sylliables
bound with the characters. Here it is important to have
the student clearly percelve that a Chinese character 1s
but a syllaeble, and & syllable represents phonetle read-
ing of the character. Only when students nestered all
syllebles can they proceed speedily to the spelling of
the characters. ' o )

When we were through with the period of spelllng
characters, studente were required, operating with the
alphabet, to master guickly the spelling and meaning of
2,000 characters and to be able to write 350 baslic
charscters and some composite characters., Wien we
atarted the study of spelllng af the characters, we head
printed & table with the spelling (in slphabet) of the
2,000 characters in common use. This table was distril-
puted to the students for practice 1n gpelling and resd-
ing.

Adult students, who are gomparatively more con-
seientious, @lligently mastered syllables and learned
readings and meanings of the characters. So when the
tescher started study of characters with emphasis on
their form, the students could proceed at a greater
gpeed wlthout any waste of time, When we began to spell
characters, using for thls the phonetic slphabet, we
turned to the study of basle characters and simultaneous-
1y with the study of spelling of the characters we taught
gtudents thirteen types of brueh strokes and six writ-
ing rules, and also taught them to copy 350 basic
characters, .

After thet we turned to the study of the composlte
characters, made dlctatlon ou basic charscters, end had
students copy the compseite characters. Ab the end, we
undertook the study of the redicals. Here we made dic~
tstions on all basic characters and some composite
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Ag tn characters which 8 te re-
¢ nely of the alpbshet avove he c¢hs~
es were not new to him, as he already
, but they were atill not flrm in hils
students made marke under such characters
croupe »f woards or sentences conhalnine guch
1aee studles we helped them analyze wrltten
characters. After the clagges we reauest-
»ny characters renrnfpalw and aryrange then
after reveated recornitlon sf characters
capying, students mastered almost 2,000
1th which they were familier before.
: tiwe, studente incres their abl-
unlnosa characters utilizias pesgullari-
: x%tquﬁLDWc For ,evamnle, the four
Zy ’ \70“1_55 /% ch'idr} }r%j LS ?O],Nﬁ;
2ll d fferent meaning, but the students
tn discern correctly, by their radlcals,
1ing end meaning., They ussd to say By M
vao®.  wWith "3 " {water) added 1t ls ”}ﬁ& #
ud seans to wa 1@? the F’rids. with "N "
ded it 1s ”K%‘ ¥ ({ghao) end meauns 1o burn
% f M (p11k) added it e EE M (Jao).
the writing pericd of texts, not only 41d we
studeﬁts to pass over tue obatacles they met
rechbera thev d1d not know how to write) by
i t5 the use of the. phonetle alphabet, but
20 nued the intensive study of characters, with
smetant 2im that ctudents master I v thm 2,00
sractera. Insufficlently flrm i
TEE re*lrcted in the writing of texts where students
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resorted to the uge of the phonetic alphabet for charac-

ters they did not know. :
With respect te such characters we adopted neg-

A teacher

»él

sures of a general and individual nature,

srranged charecters into nany zroups by radlcals. From
thege zroups the characters already studied, dbut not
Pirnly mastered, were severated Into one group. The

characters not studied before made the second zroud.
The flret efforts of the teacher in the class was di-
rected at the Tiret group. Students had to recognize
characters repeatedly and copy them, In thelr hone
work they had to copy them agaln three to five times,
The characters formerly unknown were analvzed and read
in cl only by the teacher, Students were regulred
ts nractice them at home, After the completlion of the
text writing period, students not ounly mastered 2,000
charactere in common use, but also became familiar wlth
additional characters.
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