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DESCRIPTION OF THE WEWLY ESTABLISHED PROVINCE
OF EAUT CHELONG IN CAMBODIA

Zﬁhe fallbwing is the ir&aml&tion of san unaigﬁ¢6' g
arslele in Rexljtés Ceniodglennss (Cembodian News), |
- Fhinom Psnhg.nr 3.‘“.5.3‘ sl J,gs Yie 4y 556, & 7 B :

. i
On numerous ciscsions Primce Norodom Sibensuk has |
erphasised the couvncuic and atretegie loportancs of the
upper regions of the proviacss Xratid end Stung Treng. ;
, 43 sarly as 27 February 1956, His Roysi Highness !
timouncen befsre the ¥eitional Assephly that ths Government ;
" intends? o put up for consideration a Plan for Rsclmmstion
- smd a Plan ol Administrative Beforme, The carrylng-out of :
"~ this program ought $o result in She ereztion of ths pPro- :
¥ines of Rattanelklr! (whers rsclemation is alreedy in pro=-
gress) ond mors receatly in the cresatisn of ths province of
Raut~hhlong. _ *

i
i

The Problome to he Fased

For the techriciane who know Eaut-Chhlopg, three

problems must be solved in dhis region: 1) Riman: the inje=:
graticn of the Hhwera Loeu meuntezin pasple into the Khmem: :
community; 2} Focnomio: the reslsmation of the land ard the:
sxpioration of the lorests; Z) Stvaturie: the guarding of
this histerie inveaiorn routbe.

The Froblem of our Semi-nonsd Compatelobi

‘ There are only about 17,400 inhabitsnts seattered
over & territory as largs am Balglaw, 1lving in most in-
stances a lifs of the Porest cad meking 1ittles contact

with the cubaids world. ' '

: Scarcely 3¢ yesvs ago a part of the ¥mong people ;
lived In a permanent state of semi-revelt, refusing to pay
taxes and opposing any Jorm of feroaign ponetrstion. Hven |
today a faded sign riene s2id t2e bruzh st the emtrance %o
the Bichaumsse way, warnling ths traveler: "Attention, you sre
entering the doemain of ile Phnongsi!® This jmplies the com~
mon understanding that "the Adminlatration refuses all ree- .
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spensitllity for svybhiag whlch mey henpen to vou hare"!

But from 1855 thiz herele epoch 15 no mere than a
rexembrance. The iusgivetive tonrist can have a retrospece
tive ablver before thece wmen three-gosrisrs node and with
o wpright end proud leok sbousr them! towsver the sword end
bhe fpert have only & ritual and decoretivs value to them,
The Haw Chhlong has erxtirsly succuwbed i the modern world,
. - From 1958, the meuntsin peools havae been integratsd
Jnto the Khmer ccmmunity, The elsphent hunter of the
Srepel hag - the #sme rights sund dutles as the Khmer
yeatant of Battawbeng or FPrey Veng.

The Mnongs, undoudbiedly the firat occupsuta of ths
region, played sn imporieant role in the history of the
ilwer Kingdow; thase men of the Karches /H.6., u military
frontler vegion. Try/ woet often took prit a8 ellism nf the
Ermers in compaigns sgeinst the Kiagdow of Champa. Tre

igvraa of Fhmougs on ths bae meliefs 5f Bayon reusin an
Jasting evwidoncg of this. I the resant past "diplomatia®
reletions beve existsd vetween the Khmey rulevs and esriain
trival ehdeftans sven beyend ths sctual hordsr of Vistnawm.
Thue 1€ 18 that the Xing of Plre (3desh Frhleung) remsins in
high esteem with the Irmers of tcday. These relations have
csased only with the French rretectorats,

Wenternors heve olten writton thet the Khmer meaning
of the word "phuong” would be Yesvegs’ {or sometimes even
sleve), This is rethor far from the truth. This uname is
mersly ths Khaer proawoeictiin of the word “bu neng" which
ig what the Phnopngs 221l theusslwes, In any cage theres is
not the pajerative nuancs which sas belleved to have been
fourid there.

Ta0 Thoong grovps dnhablc the Havi«Chhlong, the
Biets s»d the 2u Hor, Accrg oll the Pomong groups living
in Vietnamsse territory, they toe the mest setive and the
most enterprising snd constituts a rois of sttraction as
Lar ne Fan Me Thuot mnd aven Flaiky., Ssveral hundred
Leienge ivhabit the southern pard of ohe yrovince,

’ Ke sre devoling ourscives to the current problems
of malpuisritlon, aenitery corditions and ecultursl pene~
tration. 8

Kaloubrition

The majority of the groupg of meuntain people lives
o fraye® Jemase clearcd by fiving tho lend and using the
peh en forblilser. Te,7 or viilops on "medlis.® Tre use
of thle Sype of cilulvation iz vo longzr sarrisd on: the
Lom of this scil depletion cen be
aberiles desert o the laterits




lands in the region «f tne Camp e Relland, ‘

- In the dense forest the use o ths "rey" can for
saveral yesrs give a sufficient yileld {(shout two tous per
hectars) whick will azsurs & auppiy of rice for the entire
Year. Fowevwar in the villages of the clear forest whers
the aoli is poor the poessibilities of using “rays" are very
medioore end limited. This type of cultivation causes the
semi-nomadism of the villeges whers sntire populations of
the town muat undertske & search psricdically for new-
srablk lsude,

‘ Frequently there arse shorisgss of food for sevaral
wonths of the year, Eowever ons cannot spsak of famine,
for ths gathering of wild vegatahles {of which theis are
sgveral dozen vapletles), huntling or mors exactly ths
gatharing of every type of animel judged odible, fyrmish
8 supplenmentary dlet which fa comnletslily staple.

Howevar several villugea on the banis of the Srepok,
Frek Tioba end Prak Te rivers, cultivate flooded rine~
fislds mnd get a satisfesctory viuvld, Bul thia type of
cultivation 1s only used when the Xhmer influence 4s strong
and when the mountein psople can asse for themselves tha
fing harvesis from the rice~fialde; thic mesns in wixed
villages, : ,

In thase villages the wurpios 1c "sxported® e the
southesrn mountain villages where it i3 used as & means of
sxehange (elevhants, bulfaloes, hidez, otc.).

Twe or thres willeges nser the Vietnamess frontier
spscialige Iin sapturing ané troining wild elsphants,
Generally this imporisni axbiviiy sssures s sufficlent
prosperity for the enhire commumity. :

Tha leck of arsbis (srds Gue %o the practice of
"reay" end the maleutrizion which resulia is the chief
causd of the constant damugrsphic drop ¢f the village pop-
ulations, '

The Bconomie Importance of Keaut Chhiong

In the past ths Heut Chllong remained the haunt of
the minorities and the big-gems hunters. It was just a
white zpot on the msp. It hed not bean axplored by iany
gsolentific axpadition, nor had sany perivate business ghown
any interest in 1t, It soemod that tha laterite hills of
the Cawmp Le Rolland hsd succesded in discouraging even the
nest eggar Prespastors.

It was only efter 1247 that several expeditions from
the Geographic Service of Indochina drew up a map of 1/
100,000%h,. Bubt the Haub Cnhlong was almest always forgote
ten., We say alwost bscause tha lwnbarers which are the
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last ploneers in the wmodewn age, havs throm thousalives
into the develovmont of thz marvelcus Iorest shich bovrders
the Prei Ghﬁlumq Leber the worke of [lye Kium snd the
Pailkel wore davaloped Ln btihe soubth.

1L the expsris wrae L agresment that the forest
hes E0Q,000 hectares, that ibte totel stock is still far
from dat“wmin@a and thet 1t 12 ons of the most beautiful

im Carbodia, Rﬁneag all the nebagﬁmrz Toreatry repulations

aea beon atrictly spplisd in the unitliine of & retional
pm for 3is exploltation eand rossttlemant. It 1a even
pesalililia to hkope thet in the neer futuvs tesk plentations
will ke crested., Judging from the oxporiwmental rurserisa
in Douvik Viebnam,; thess trses roclimate themszolves rather

@gg’{n .

The dewslopasrt of the Torestz raached Lt high
weeeuas of nllitary neede durlsg vhe years 19870-1853,
4% Mﬂaming Jewix Ln the deuand war glaarly noticsd; the

C fopr tide slowlogedowsn wey be clagesd as fotlows,
A of exportation te Nordh Viesnes which wer She
wovar; ) aost prlce u@ﬁ Righ due in large papd
ot oang m&nm”}ﬁﬁw i ;Jﬂ’?*Ear, AY the devol lovment
7 Porsste aﬁCHW- Yoo mer pord ol binanmukwiii@~

L4 omust be noted howowey tnet the devsioprent of the
forsnts mhﬂ“;ﬁ Thid nee Lope teose dus %o the oompsicceial
tresty hetwaen Coumunist Chivg fnd o >d1a,

Tressport diffievliien constiuhed the groatest
haxdlicap o the u@=ﬁ>@r nh ol tlie ft-éax& of Haul Chhlong.

The floetiog of 4 : dw'u the Prek Crhloog and
then the ¥skong to Phroﬂ~ 1o tue most econoiieal. Bub

thls fdesl means of maviug i “%ﬂmm% rom bhe yrezions
slonmg the bonlke ol the Prsi Cnliiomg im ﬂrmajmw“&htw & i
pilcabad by the psourrent flosds wileh -wwmit S j&u“cifng
of wafhs m»ly during 8 short geviod during the yemr., Moree
over theza rafis are ofien wane wp of rusber which hes u
density greatar thau Iy ¢ vnd ol reguirss support of gresat
meanes of bambac., Shase uwiffrumﬁivs nave caussd wmost of the
lumbareryg to abendon Lloating the logs.

' Han-powar iz fufn,uhad by the “Brsaer Iaiamic villegesa.
from she provia ﬁf Fg~Gham, by ths loszl Khosr vﬁliagna
and erﬁa&@amﬁmh by the rounizin people.
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BLOLO00 hechares of
ef cliery forenty HGQQQ&O ﬁx res of savennas.

The presster pert of slear fopsat 1s covered by
an extrensly pocy moll, wod ths ravenma concecls a laterite
complotely storilise oulraes. The poasibilitles sre mengrs.

58 foresty 700,000 heetarss




In the veplaneg whupre the dense Yorvests ars at a low
eltitude (160 mavers) nrev Sre Niua, La Palkel and Prek
Chidtong, there Ip gvery pozaivliity for industrial crops
espaciaily heves Jrera-rucber plank/., It will be desire-
atle that in tha eutliise of the foPealvs development to
sgel the use of the secondery products sspeclally wood oil
/buils de boig/ ussd crude for ths caviking of boats oo
gathared for uas in the distiliavlon of retten. Ths vatten
iz recogpized sz of superler guallby, it is madse firat on
the joeal merket snd csvakle of compsbing with the rattan
of Mulasie., Bawboo elsc deserves seriosus study for ita
Porsibiiitiss on the woerid market,

-

The reglons of ferbile lunde &% & high altitnds

{poeply 1,000 netars) zhieh torder the Prondier of Viate

Bsrn would be Ldeal for the ralsing of oof
tein plaate usad in baxiiles.

In addition o thege industrial wroaps 4t wiil be
gy So satend tho vaising of facd crove for local
and pertlenlsrly o plean far putilieg large sections

iley Inte ricse fields and for extending

2o bhe bheaks of the Srepalt.  Worenvsy
oo proves thab fhe cullivation of tiruck gandens
DY cident yields eround Coyp Le Rollend. The
possiBilities Tor ralsing cther orops ressins o8 yei unstu-
gied,

Tan, tas vl copw

i

Trs sub-acll of Haxt OChhlorg lg toually unknown.,
Teers hey ueyer baen an s ebing and one cannot meke

gy judgwsnt eliboutl ey ssricue studise.

Tourlns Altractions

The Raub Chilong I8 8 supsrd bheabding aree woer: all
spocies of the erluels of Indoelitie con be found fneluding
the wmost pare duch an the Fuprel or groy ox, An effeciive
gyaten of regulatliousr wnat Lo sernlizd for the protaciion of
those apecies whidﬁjhaammimﬁ grviunt. A Watlonal Park
conld assily be eatallished 1u the 1dsnl zoma of clesr
foreet ground the region of Ba Phlok.

Eaut Chhdopngs Frobloms of Faelemalion

Lo

one mush adait that the mountelr sones with o small
population for a1l interis end rurvosces do not perticipets
in the acopomie 1456 of Cemboadin, These zones cover about
1/4 of the tevpltory, A culcl ravisy of the reclamation
problews Ia Heod Cohlovg con sixe bs vesful for other rew
glons whers masrly Rdenbicsl conditlors pravall such as
the backwsrd lends of Stung Trang, Lo Sasine ds 1'Eldphant,
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zoenes of ceultivstion, habltst, ©
and a% wall ths presant day and
resettiensint. :
We cous now Lo the feecnmd provlems: Bhere te Pind
the emigrents wllliryg to {rr thia Yadvenlues® in the virgle
replons?
Tula can bw donz by Inbegroating the 11,000 0dd

wnlestion Jines, ofa.,
Pvesr peenlbliitios fop

movateln prople in the roclamation pisn, taking into sceount
basly gptituder and o eopabllities for sdapting dheme

selves, Tnle wiil not be done without difflculities, %he
Tirst of which beiwg to get regular wilk Irom these rathers
lvdspendent pooplée.

But sbove all $his ozpn be done by glvipg all oone
venlenors amd fecllitles to thosne peazants who havs loft
sz of the over-populsted rogions, to the Khumers of South
Vis wowhs had Bo return o the Xingdom, sad %o derubil-
G os018Lare who £Pe Unemnloyad,
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