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JPRSJ4385 

CSOs  1«27~S 

DSSCHIPTIOB OF THE WEHET ESTABLISHED PROVIKCB 
OP HAST CB2LOHQ IBf OA1SBODIA : ; 

^fhe following i« the trafealatloa of ea uaaigaad 
«rtielj in H^|Ut|8 Cer^g^UpjM (Ce»bodiaa »•»»),  j 

\ 
On auttftreua eooaaioas Friaee Horodosi Sibaaouk has      !■ 

e&phasised the aeaaoaie a&d Strategie iB»p©rtaaae of the 
upper regions of the provlaeas Xratil md Stuag Treag« ' 

As early a« 29 February 1956, Hit Royal Eigfcaeaa ' 
aanouaoad before the National jUaanfely fchat the Govarameat ' 
Inteadad to put up for consideration & Plaa for Reclaaatioa; 

and a ?ian of Adniaintrativ« Reform»« The carryiag-oat ®f • 
thle program ought to result ia the eraatioa of th* pro- ! 

trine« of Ratttackirl (where reclaaatlea ia already in pro- 
greaajead mos1» reoeatly in tho oreatian of th» province of 
Baut-ChhXoag«, 

gh«, Probleme to ba Faeed 

For the tachaleiaa« who know Haut-Chhlaog*  three 
problems aroat b# solwd in this region; 1) Hu»aa? the iota-' 
gratloa of the Khiaera Loan aauatain people into th« Kfeaieri   ; 
bamualty; K) Economies  tha reo2s;*atiaa of the laud aad the 
excise»tioa ©f th« forest«; Z) Sfcrattwtte: the guarding of 
thia historic iavaaloa route, 

ffho Problem of ou^„B^g^^j:^og£At£lfttj-, 

tfhare are only about l-j.COO lahabltants «oattared 
over a territory es largs na Belgians,  llvlag in »oat ia« 
»taaoea & Ufa of tha forest sad making little contact 
aith the outside aorid« 

Scarcely 30 yeara ago « part of the Maeag people 
lived ia a peraaae&t state of sanl-ravelt, refueiag to pay 
taxes and oppoelng aay fowa of foreign psaetratioa.    Bvea 
today a faded siga ri%m tml& th© brush at the eatraaee to 
the Riehau»e way, varaiiig th* travelert wAtteatioa, you are 
catering the donala of the Phaoagul*    This jmpliee tha oon- 
moa anderataadiag that "tha Atbalnlstratioa refuaas all re*... 
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.apensibllity for *i>?tMng nhieh way heppan to you höre"! 
But fi'Cö'a IS 55 this heroic apcch Is no atcsra than a 

r*BMB»braae«.    Tha imagi^iiv® tcwist can hava a ratroapac« 
tiva afeiver bafare t;fcas® m»n ihrae-qa&rtara nude and with 
an upright and proud look about than; fcewavar the aword and 
tha apaa* bav* only & ritual and dacopatlv» value to than, 
una Hatt Chhlong ha» antir&Xy auceuaibftd to the modara world. 
; From X95S*  tha aosaisin paoni© hava baen intagratad 
into zhe Khuar oonsmisity,    Tha alaphaat huntar of tha 
Srapofr h&g ■ tha a a*» rights and dntlas as   '    tha Khiaar 
peasant of Battaisbang or Pray    Yang. 

Tha Mnonga, undoubtedly tha finat occupants of tha 
region» piayad as» important rola la tb* history of the 
Shrew? Kingdosai  thaea_Hsaa of tha Karchoa  /!•••«  a military 
frontier ragie». Tr./ moat of tan took part as alii «a of tha 
Ehsiera in campaigns against tha KlagAo» of Changs*.'   Tfca ' 
fig-area of Fnnongs on .tb* baa raliaf«  sf Bayou raxwiin «a 
laating avidono« of this,    IJB bh© raeaat past "dlplomtia" 
ralatsiona hava axlatad batwaen tha Khmer rulara  aac  certain 
tribal ehiaft&n« aww beyond the actual bcrdar of V**t»a»u 
Jhva it is, that tha .Klag of Pia?* (Sdeeh Phiaung) rau&ins in 
high aataam with tha Etasars of today,    Thaaa relations have 
eaaaad only with tha Frenuh ^refceetwat«» 

Westaracra hava of tan* Litton that tha Klner aaaning 
of tha word "pbaoog* would, bo "aavege"  {or aometiaiea evan 
a lava).    Thia is rather fay from the troth*    This naase is 
raaraly tha Khaar pröaüoairation of tha word ^bu nong*' which 
ia what tha Phnonga  sail thajaaalaaa.    in any caea thara la 
not tha pajcwatl'va nuanca which *aa balle vad to have baan 
found there,. 

Two fhnong groups  inhabits the Kaut-Chblong,   tha 
Biet* «u>.d th« Bu lor,    äCT^ all tha Pbaosag grout» living 
in Viataamaa© tarritcn-y,  they ü»a  bha west active and tha 
»oat «aterprlal&g and constitute a pole of attraction aa 
far aa Ban Me Thuot  ae.d a van Flaiku.    Several hundred 
£tia»g« inhabit tha »outhara part of 'sbe province. 

Wa sra devoting ouraalve» to tha currant problema 
of ».almri^iticn,  aanitw.ry condition» and cultural nene- 
tr-ation« 

Malnutrition 

Tha »ajwity of tha groups of mevntain peoole llvaa 
on "ray/?" /are&a  ble&rpt by firm« tha land and naing tha 
aeh «a förtilisar. !>♦/ or i;Xl*ga 022 "hrÜlla."    Tha'naa 
of %hitf typa of ciitivation la no longar  carrlad on; tha 
»oat parfaafc illn»trati£»n of this seil deoletlon can ba 
found in tha complat^ly atarila desert of*tha later!ta 
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lands in the regio» of the Csussp La Rolland. 
In the dense f wast the" uae of the "ray" can for 

several year* give a sufficient yield (©.bout two tons per 
hectare) which, will assur« a »-apply of rice for the entire 
year. Bowever in the Villages of th® clear forest where 
the soil is poor th© possibilities of using "rays" are very 
mediocre and lisiited. This type of cultivation causes the 
soxni-ttomadlsa of the villages whera entire populations of 
the to*n must undertake a search periodically for new 
arab> lande» 

Frequently there are shortages of food for several 
month« of the year, Eos»ever one easnot speak of famine, 
for th« gathering of wild vegetables (of which there are 
several dozen varieties)» hunting or more exactly th« 
gathering of every type of animal judged edible, frnaiah'- 
a supplementary diet which is completely staple« 

However several village* on the b&nlss of the Srepok, 
Prek Tloba and Prek Te rivers«, cultivate flooded rice- 
fields and get a satisfactory yit*ld» But this type of 
cultivation is only used when the Khmer influence is strong 
and when th© mountain people car* &e© for themselves th« 
fins harvests from the rica-fjelds; this mean« In mixed 
villages., 

In these villages the uurplus is "exported1* to the 
southern mountain villages «her« it is used as a means of 
exchange (elephants, buffaloes, hid#ss etc.). 

Two or three «lllsges Bear the Vietnamese frontier 
specialise in oapturing &n&  trt-.ining wild elephants. 
Generally this important activity sseuros a sufficient 
prosperity for the entire cojaisimity* 

Th« lack of arable :um;.1a du® to th« practice of 
wray" and the malßutrlsicn wbi oh result» is the chief 
cause of the constant demographic drop of the village pop- 
ulations . 

The Economic Importance of Kaut Ghhlong 

In th© past the Haut Chhloag regained the haunt of 
the minorities and the big-gam» hunters. It was just a 
white spot on the m&p*    It had not been explored by fcny 
scientific expeditions nor had any private business shown 
any interest in it* It seemed that th» laterite hills of ■ 
the Casip La Rolland bad succeeded in discouraging oven the 
most eager prospectors* 

It was only after 194? that several expeditions from 
th© Geographic Service of Indochina drew up a map of 1/ 
X00j,G00ta, But the Eaut Chhlong was almost always forgot- 
ten» We say almost because the lumberers which are the 
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last pi on© ors ir* the mod^-^n &g«#  h&tra thrown thamöalTda 
into th» dwTelopaiont of th-3 marvelous forest which borders 
the Prek üläxloniz*,    Lafc^r- the work« of £■.**# Ktum snd the 
Palkai ■»ers ddvälcjped la the> sc^th. 

All th« *xp«$rfc» &2*a in agraament that tha fo^öst 
h»ft  600,000 hectares»   that its  total stock is »till far 
from dsfc*nain*d ond .that it I» oaf of the most beautiful 
in C&ahodla*    HWJC*»,,   all th© aeoassft*^ forestry peculation« 
lift?» b«$c strictly applied in th* ontlin« of a rational 
plan fojf it» «xploitntion end coAftttlemant.    It la eren 
possible to hope that IK the aea? futuva teak plantation« 
will bo  cr®&t«d.    Juägti'ig frcaa the- oxp©r«lm«atal p,ur«eri6a 
in ßo^th 'Vietnsia,  these tpeea «..öclimat« themsolvöa rath«s* 
s&slly* 

Th« de^Xopaia&fc of the forests rsaohel it? high 
point bscfiu»» of militai-<y rme&e dur-lsg the year's 1950-1953. 
A n#t slowing äzwn in ttm daramxd '»äP-. clearly notiea&j  th« 
caus«   fop this &löwing-<i\omi stay h& classed as follows,' 
1}  the <w&A or «xpoFtatimi to Horth V.i«**;n«aB which w&«? tfca 
pMn^al buya*j  2)   «ost- prieei  too high due in large psrt 
to trwiapart aM lawvp-;WJK? äli"fies"lti»ss  3)   th« d«volopm«tnt 
of virgin forests  around the «»*- port of tihuioukviXl», 

It nrast b& Roted hewc^tey that th* ä<*vsli.>pK«nb of th« 
toT&Btn »heifld find rtrc is»c\ teiv^e du« to the  öCirxa^cial 
ttfesty h©t<s®en CoasmiHilst  G'rh*i8. m-i  Omubodiau 

TfÄttapo^t difficiatiaa  -nonati-uted th# g?6ate«t 
h*Ddlcftp to thi d«vs.\opi'3«in.t of th* for *sts of Haut Chhl&'ng. 

Tfca floating of th» log* de^s th« Pi*©k Chhloag and 
th«a thft Mekong to Pl^oia-?»nh is  tha j«o;jt economical»    But 
this id«! »e«ms of laov/lng the luahw? tvou the. regiena 
»long the banks  of the P*4k Chkio^g I*  ccnuiüir?®hly com- 
plicafcad hj the r*s current floads which ■paradt th« launching 
of s?ftfts only during a aher-t period during the y©si*.    M.o*»»» 
ov«j* th«*® paf t» are $f tan amd& up of iufeb«?* «hich has  & 
d«a*lt? gx»«at3? than l,  gad wbioh ^ösuirss support of great 
meases of banboof    ilisse difficw.ltl.ss fc.«ye causad moat of th» 
lumber«*!*« to. abandon floating th© logs* 

Kftnopom»* ie furnished by th© Kites«r la 1 «nie Tillage«, 
from th© province« of Kg-Gbam,  hj th« lonci Xftmax» Trili&g©® 
and occa&ioaalf by' th* Köuö,l.§Ir> people«, ■ 

Prosp^ot« for th« Fu.tu?* 

600,000 h»ct&r®s cf d«ns* forest.?  700,000 hftetftpcs 
of c.l««i* fovftfft?  SOOjOOO haotares  of sa^s?iaA«# 

Th« gr«at«j? s^wt of th* el#ar> fos?d©t i& eovared by 
an artremely p&ci* s oil,   «icad th* »äTS.^:« con ft« els « laterit© 
eoaplcst^ly »te-ril* cuirass*    Th® pessihi'iitl&s »r® in*agr«. 



In tho re^lcrie tiiu^e fch» 4ans$ forests*  ay* at a low 
altitude (100 meti*r&) are? Sr* Kiua,  la Palkfti and Prek 
Chklang,   tli-w-e i« ftwry possibility for« Industrinl crops 
•spftölally he?«» £3erft~Fubtat2» plant/»    It will be daalra- 
ftblo that In tha outlloo of the» foreefc'fl deralopnumt to 
saak tha us« of the secondary products «apedally wood oil 
Ihuile d« bole/ uß'Sd erud« for tba carlklng of boat« m* 
gath^od for us» in the distillation of r&tttn.    Eha rattan 
Is 3»«oQi9>i8«d as of allerlei* quality,   it is »ada flrat on 
tfc« local atrket «od capable, of coasting with tha rattan 
of Mia&sife«    Bamboo also de&9?vea ss:Höue study for it» 
poettiblliti«« on the world ssas^kat» 

TJae regions of fertile» l&ad« at a high, altttr^a 
(jeoarly lj.000 Bjetai?üi)   snloti border tbo front! as» of Yiat» 
a*» would be IdaaX foi'1 fch« raisins? of coffw»,  taa oc 1 c<«»- 
tai.» plant« x»ö«sd In t«itleau 

I» addition to tfe*3# industrial  crops it will h& 
neo<»sstti*y to «xtenö too raising of food  crop« foe» local 
&•«>£*,   and parti cmIgu^ly to pjaa £01» putting lrag* aaetiorm 
of  fc&e Prafe Tioba Tallay Into :rl6* field* and jfor «xtandiag 
th« rlo* flolds  aloog the bay&s  of the Sr-epsk*    M«?« 0?«» 
•rperlanoo proves that tSi& cultivateOR of truck gas»*«»« 
&*odttc*3 *ac*ll*£t ylalÄfe ^-*^nd C®»p Lo Holland«    Tha 
possibilities for p&ising ethar  crops raa&iris as yet imfitu- 
dlad* 

•Tha »ub-aoil of E*ot «Khlorg i.e  totally unknown. 
The;?« h@s- aavar bae& any prospecting «asd on® cannot stalre 
«my j^dgjasnt without anj  «aFloua ktüdisa« 

3££HL%JL At tw tion? 

The Haut Chbloag in a suparfe fccmitjfng aisaa ismaro fill 
»pftci»« of tha anlaftla of Indochina e#,n ba found including 
tha soiät rar© auch, an tha Knp.i""a.l or» gjfoy 02c. An affaotlira 
system of ragulafelps» ms&t m aw-pllad fox» tha protection ©f 
tho#«> apaaia« wM^fetoominfs a^tlnot, A lational Park 
cotild a&aily be aaidbllafo.ad is tha idaol son« of clear 
forest «round tha ration of Bo ?hlok.- 

On® iKuat adm.lt that tba Mountain gone» with- a small 
population frn* all intakte as! purposaa do not parti eipat« 
iß th© ao>oordc lifo of Cambodia*    l'doü« sonea  covar about 
1/4 of tha tw^ritor-y* .  Ä quick i<4Viaw of tha raclamation 
problems In Haot Co.b.loo.£  ears slso bs. usaful for othoi* re«- 
glona wha5«a aoarly Identiool conditions pravall such aa 
the feaefcid?a?d lands of Stung 'fp-zmg*  la tftalna da I'Ellpb.ant, 
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la Chains des  CTx?em.f>n%&  r<m\ & part cf Dwagrsk* 
. ^adliAC'-r^ltf ;u*n ».void» tb.a jaoiscliftin».   ■ Only ov#i*- 

popnl&tj.on »nd the hwahftj.i  oernSItioas  of XtY.i*ig can fc^c® 
biö^to »«sk fc Jiv*llhacci thwa,    W^ fiM th» »oat char'aö- 
t&rlst.io ^sampü«? its ths Island of JET*; ex* «asertg th« Igorote 
on th» Xelazid of Ltt&o«! vhsr» It car* be  ß&id that th» popu- 
lP.bior*i3 &ad ooleMäiftd th$' isjoxmtßiaa«    For urvfcil wyy i?»- 
cant?? th« Yifttonranes?**  the Jsp&nas» &nd *v*)a tbs Chia*«» 

jsac« hiw&ju ehowr* the gr-sat^st r©luctötc<a to l«av» the ©v«r- 
populated pl&i,m tor the  aKmntsin i*»gi<wj». 

; fffo.e 3*eölar4Äti.oj.7. p-v»obl«*B.«i  for £*:;.© mountain ragiCMis 
ggin s.o^e &XK& mor« ifos* iß teilest of ■fces'S i^dmleions» 
i'hicb g.r;e gFDirp©d tmder th& wgua t^m of "pl&m^uvr*1*    ü?h# 
^«r^oas grotto f*f tefiara soei$i;lM in i;l<& plains g<«:,ai*aXIy 
«ru'i #v&& raore  »long the dmltm ha®  far-aüö tfca ö*tr.:>i f^p 
»&:? as?«*^ in th<? intuit sin« for <sattl^?vmt£ M,ju?'ti v*-*"?!  0& 
e^Sisntlal   is* the fatair^* 

Cüjtßbo.dl.3  i£ i'jir .fi*«?-n: b«ing omr pc<piu..l.at<x%   find it 
m&y «ft««! s'ts wiga te tfcirsk «.bout, tfcft ä*-valoj»<äfit of JN^IOM 
whti.M •shwa RI:^ poor h$sü.th Kondition*' ard wkteli «?e ikr-d 
to 3P*feoh.    EOVS«T>W on*  can s«.y t^et  tods.;?- i:s  cartels »en»* 
(Tai-^o ISäCI FVöJ Vöag* fögpsselfilv)   £&.$ «ttyews.® population 
Ä<ftuslt£ hm cia>30(S5 & *p<w»tRTrf"-up «:?u%|v'attoaf  »asiefci»»»* to 

inö:i*^ft««-i th* «^b«a j>rol«ts-.rS»t ot th« worker» on th© 
g***at raM>«i» plfuKtatiosifc,    Sa riot©  la kMitlmx that tb« 
region» in the plates -Ä-hlsh »** mbllnW^ for *© da« tti on 
.feu«d.lftt&;i;f «-« 2&o?"iv  i^tsa tbai has b«n COUO-AOXSI^ thought« 
Kor«ov«»3* ws  »<äd thsfc *v#-~i *«>©4A.T ssall land-hoi ding Is th« 
s»ul#  (It is r.fjr'ft to ;tt:f:f  a p#f^ant w?o hse more than 2 
besätes1®«)* 

yits r-pcaea^-Mcua cf Eaiit;  '^ihions i-r  faced with two 
mftj?!^ pr-oMexssJi  1}  tho ebsfsne^ of a^y p^ospacting or 
0fcrio\ii5 *?.truly esiös fre-r;* tbft Iü'Aera.rs  (l-ba regular jSiap 
l/lOO^DOOtk co"Sffc?»iS c-rily  & üWJ.O. i-u:t of the torpifco^yj j 
2)   s Xaclk' of w$rr»-pti*,w txi";,-. ?~f? ;:as be^JT* iS„&i.&Iaad abev^ to 
the «xstpc?.-;.:« alitts,!t-age of p-«c>p.l* nujd «ho n*T# ffior'erse«^#r 
little- di-^lr^ jf'os» CGn.tlirtJ.i*!' r^rk* 

;
UIJ6 flpst öe^:-d jle  (S- gHK^t'spbio Ji&vfe^tos^gr of Emit 

qnaTifiafi tcoteü cdiftsu  fir/-t  of all  «gric.ultia?i*tfl,   lum-« 

pilot p>.»ojöet :Co?- «^rii.yltta?al rtsvtsl^^ssffifc»    Thiä'wlll tek<» 
ir.^o accoi;.u-t  tfefr x^ulfciXlt;!«.«  for ^«»^ttl^ssftut»   «sA will 
«i^k«  f.t pt^sSb'is  fct-.-. d.'illf.r?.v, \y.m %Q-ns>& of püVtsKWöttl iat«jast» 

(l/'lOt000th or l/;UV5öOU\} w.lll b» a^ce^sary for th« dr&ft- 



ssones of  eulti»fttl<wv  h*Mt»t,   e^»initnioAtion lin»«,  efc«u, 
«Ußd a* wall tfc« pre»»lit dsj a>i6 f'ixfcva?« p-sr«a£folilii*># f©3* 

W«  fiscal riß-» ta tfo& second problems Ä^e fee fiM 
th® ©aalglatt® willing to Irr« this w&äT®ii.ti-s»,«B in the viygi» 

This e*n b* äOQS by i*ite.gp&tlr*g tla« 11«000 od<3 
ÄiO-aatßiri psöpla'ia tko r©ela»tatio-F» plfcn,   taMag Into ».eootiat 
tii'Slr aptifcxs&^s «ad th« &&pabilities for adapting th«ga~ 
sei?«»»    ??hJ.« will not b# done «dihout difficult!»,  tbft 
first G£ which bei&g to -g*t raguls.2* «©*»** i'po® tbuse r&th«? 

But fcbov® all this  *j.ta bs dome by giulßg all  eon- 
v*miefcte»& «a& facilities  t© thos* peasants who hair* loft 
«<wa* at th® o'fflsF-pöp«.l#,.t#d i-aglüBSj,  to tli© Khr»i&r» of &outh 
Vißtfc?»* who h&ä to ratiaw io tfe» Kingö«,  eatf to d*r-vM.V 
iffifld woläl&rt *rb,o sir© vm^oiary&ä» 
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