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STATEMENTS OF IRAQI COMMUNIST LEADERS 

1» Open Letter to His Excellency the Leader Abdul .Karflm Kassem 

/following is a ^translation of an article by the editorial 
,  staff of the Arabic^la^guage newspaper Ittihad a8h-*5hafb«v ,-.-, 
..-Baghdad,r3 4vine I960,» page 1*7, ■; .'-,   •.■..-., ..., . ;  ;: 

Your excellency has on several occasions in -the past.; deelar- 
ed your support of the freedom of the press and your wish to pro- 
serve this freedom. Tou reasserted the same view when in your last 
press conference. yx>u -said that no newspaper shall be placed under 
control because of what is may publish or the view it may express 
and that the people:should be the judges as to what each paper 
choses to publish and what the Government stands for. 

Evidently, one is led to assume that the views in Baghdad, 
it being one coun/^, sh^ fore* outside^.Bag- 
hdad. This*"freedom of the pressf;.should!; apply l^oughou^tihei CouTa- 
try and implemented by all organs of the government. But things 
have happened lately andrcontinue to happen in a manner which) is 
inconsistent with these declarations and assertions•• as .well .as 
with the spirit of the law. Cur paper, Ittihad ash-Sha'b.' upon 
which a favorable judgement has been passed by the people, is 
nevertheless, beij^~sjibjectedn to certain incomprehensible -and ra- 
ther, dangerous measures. , Such.measures ha.ve never rlx»j.the past;.»,<■-.■ 
been applied to. any duly authorized paper. They are. strange; be«. , 
cause they have no fovmdation^either^in;law or:-,ta, precedent]; norfr 
do they haye any foundation even in an arbitrary interpretation 
of laws. Not even theEress, Law of 19$* which was shelved" byv ;■ 
the Revolution wouMf justify,such measures.        .      r- 

This^is the second day duringrwhich Ittihad^ash'-Sha'b is,-.-, 
banned from, seven Liwas which: are. under the First. Division. We > ■ 
never been" informed that,.,the. ban was imposed because we publlshed- 
an editorial, supporting the effprts of the. Government in cpmba,tr ' 
ting, illiteracy^in,|the May27 issue of^the paper. The ban,;which- 
is viewe4:.-^y.,^ese autho^itieSf as. though it were legal,, would notr 
be lifted" Wtll-after July 14.        ..■,.... ■ -: ',,-:-,rn ■? ■*-^ :..■ 

This, arbitrary measure was not limited to sii^ly banning 
the paper but jalso. carried the threat of punishment to the dis- 
tributors, the bookshops and even, the-readers of. the paper«, ' > 

•■! :■■"■ 
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The dangers implied in such a measure are, in addition to the fore- 
going considerations, its inconsistence with any sound principle 
of national unity or centralized government. 

We are also compelled to say that such measures weaken the 
authority of the national government, damage the prestige of the 
Republic and are a challenge to the rule of law. 

In view of the foregoing, we petition that such measures 
be abandonned. We are confident that public opinion and all na- 
tional circles eager to uphold the supremacy of the law join us 
in this just cause. We are also confident that your Excellency 
will give it great consideration. 

With great regard to your Excellency, 

The Editorial Staff. 

2. Feudalism Will be Successfully Unrooted Through Further 
Distribution of Lands to the Peasants. 
\ 
(Following in a translation of an article by Da'ud Sa'igh 
in a Arabic-language newspaper al-Mabda', Baghdad, 28 May 
I960, pages 1 and 4B) 

Prior to the July 14 Revolution our beloved Iraq was in a 
state of semi-independence and semi-feudalism. The feudalists 
monopolized the best lands of Iraq which they owned in large hold- 
ings and by virtue of which and by virtue of their class interests t 
they enjoyed three forms of influence. They exercised economic 
influence of the peasants who were exploited in the worst possible 
manner thanks to the protection of the feudalists by the imperial- 
ists. The latter found in the feudalists a tool which they could 
manipulate to retard the development of the country and prevent 
its independence. By allying themselves with the imperialists 
they also exercised political influence and thus the fate of the 
feudalists was linked to the continued exploitation of our wealth, 
our natural resources and our great people by the imperialists. 
The political life of our Country, both internally and extern- 
ally, was under the control of the imperialists who, using force 
to establish the monarchical regime, used the monarchy to attain 
their own objectives. They rigged the elections in order to cre- 
ate an air of legitimacy around their conspiracies against our 
national movement, our national liberation, and our national sov- 
ereignty. They suppressed the bitter struggle of the national- 



ist forces, led by the Iraqi Communist Party, whose aim was to ex- 
pose these plots.' They packed our parlimeht with-1 people who 
agreed to^sell^i^ero^#lvea'te'~'lfi^rijaHsm. and" to rubber 'stamp5 it» 
actions.".  ".'.''^V-''" ..;'''"..' ...'!'.'.  .';..,"    ,: .; ' :' [','.  „.''. '''",.■..'''•■'.' 

the1 political influence of the 'T^öMa^iste--*^:Wt''öf'-;eoüPse 
limited to their 'oöcupatiori.bf seats in rigged:parliaments, but ■ 
it extended to;'the prontrol of the machinery of %över1iierit f<Sr the 
atta'inmentröf, ^e±j*'pö9etI^alry\';iB»JtöV>kaa ha)rrow class'ihter- 
ests Which'Wre:!^ tfeiffare but «Onsls* 
tent with th;e; Silferests; of the;Imperialists. They Carried*'the 
exploitation ofuthe'peasants to the point of/exp^opriatihg thorn1 ■ • 
economically and'döh^ing them the most basic' politiöal' rights1. 
We the Communists, were" not exaggerating when w^ maihtäii^ed^that ;' 
the revoluWon."ag'aiiist th<3 feudalists wasin' Essence a "^ocratlc 
revoluHoh.JtecauselLt: ensured to;'the peasants^;wHbrare"the.rmk-- '; 
jority of the people, their, democratic frights. '\tye were not'mis- 
taken when we Mtotained .that /hationalliberatibn and the solu- 
tion of the national problem. desäiöand ksolution of the; agrariäri ' , 
problem. The feudalists were closely tied to thel: adm^istra- ^ • 
tive set4?p of "the old regime andespeciallyf/^Ötf&^lijte.-/ ';;;J; 
The oppressed and exploited peasants were driven to rthe prisons ; 
at the will .of the tfÄLl^ts, and the,public:servant£, irre^..n; 
spectiye of theif "ranks;,x ifere all subject' to arbitrary distöiÄal 
if they incurred'the dispjbasure of avfeudaliärt who had;fonly "to 
intimate his fe^in|s to i&se iricbarge of ''the'Äharbhibäl *&•';;'■ 
gime. •;-  t .'"'/_ ' .'^'V^ .'..'. _'. \'mZ. '"*'.■■..-r ... •. '-■'"■ ;:■"'/' 

Frort'the cmbiriatib« of the' economic and political powör 
of the feudaliöts"'sprang their social power which:«Äbled them _; 
to consolidate their reactionary power and to carry:: to excess' 
their oppression,of.the peasants, taking advantage of tribal 
jealousies .to which "iridi^dual peasants were1susceptible.:' But 
with the success of the-Ölbfious July ~l4 Revolution, thi'önä-of; 

feudalism as :,an Oppressive economic brder^and'of the feudalists'■■' 
as an exploiting clals were in'sight. The* Agrarian ;Re£orm 'Law • 
in fact brought an end to the exploitation of tH8 peasants arid■ 
registered the liberation of the peasants ifrbm: serfdom'and feud- 
alism after they were liberated along with all Other citizens 
from the yoke of imperialism. 

The ^feudalists' were naturally shockedJ at! the Victory of 
the .national liberatibh "moVetnent. They yielded to-; this Victory' ' 
but did hot submit Wit; just as the Imperialists rhave reacted 
to the Revolution. By redistributing land into small tenancies 
among the mass of peasants in accordance with the Agrarian Re- 
form Law, the feudalists realized that any hope they might have 
entertained to regain their class status has been dissipated, 
but they haven't given up any such hopes» 
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It was natural under the circumstances that they would 
turn to the internal and external enemies of the Republic seek- 
ing their assistance in plotting against our Republic. This ex- 
plains why Ahmad Ajeil and other chiefs of the Shammar tribes ' . ■> 
gave aid to the traitor ash-Shwwaf during the Mosul uprising and 
that the remnants of the imperialist in the various parts of Iraq 
have shown some signs of activity lately. But thes speedy sup- 
pression of the Shwwaf mutiny, thanks to the plan of our demo- 
cratic leader, Abdul Karim Kassem, and to the support given to. 
the authorities in Mosul and outside by all the nationalist 
forces, it was possible to destroy the influence of the feud- 
alists for a second time. But the feudalists were awaiting for 
the right opportunity to rise again in an attack against bur free- 
dom and our democratic Republic. This was expected since a de- 
generate class cannot exist without the support of the imperial- 
ists who are the greatest obstacle to the progress of the under- 
developed countries. The feudalists showed readiness to ally 
themselves with any force which was hostile to the Republic and 
its democratic program. They finally hit on a grim weapon: 
combatting Communist and preventing the Iraqi Communist Party 
from obtaining a license. In this endeavor they were successful 
in gaining the sympathy of some officials who,were made use of 
to oppress the peasants under different pretexes. This was like 
a ray of hope for these classes to regain their influence and 
power, but any hope they might have entertained was again dis- 
sipated by the determination of our Government to proceed speed- 
ily with the Agrarian Reform Law, and during the past few weeks 
large areas of land have been redistributed. .The Government will 
continue in these efforts until feudalism is uprooted and the of- 
ficials who lent it support are punished.,. 

We are not denying that a group.of feudalists may have ad- 
justed itself to the new conditions and thus penetrated the ranka 
of the people, but the bigger group of feudalists has so far re- 
fused to adjust to the new order or to submit to the democratic 
Republic. This group will continue to lend support to the enemies 
of our Republic and to plot against our national liberation and 
our national sovereignty. .  ; , 

We are fully confident that the skill of our Revolution- 
ary Government and its democratic leader. Abdul Karim Kassem will 
prepare us in a manner to uphold the supremacy of the law vis-a- 
vis the feudalists who have refused but to desert the national 
ranks. 
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3- In M'l^ion to the THoht.  of Party Organization, the Sons 
of the' Iraqi Labor Class Have the Much" Greater Right of 
Labor Organization«        __/,"' '""''    ' '_ .;     '...;/.[.* 

(Fönowing iö a translation, of, an article; by Ba?t>d Sa'igh 
in the Arabic-language newspaper al-Mafcdk'jBaghdad,; 29 
May I960, pages 1 and' 4,_).     , '. ; "" ^"'.^,      .'., 

The Iraqi labor class, just as'ijälÄer^ Äil^ Classes t
! 

has some: political objectives of which, some are ^ediate, o^örs 
long-rangej "some,are ;tactical,', others straie^3LC.| These bbjj^*' 
ives are to be attained under the, leadership and guidance* of the 
political party of the workers throughoiit Iraq,; the' Öaqi/Confttttoy« 
ist Party. These objectives are defined by the stage of his-tor- 
ical development .through which our beloved Iraq, is passing; it 
is the stage of national liberation and „economic,, cultural and 
social development towards a free socialist ord#r?, " 

The Iraqi working classes, likeI "all other working classes, 
has some immediate economic demands which;^i^_seeks to attain, 
through its union struggle under the guidance of the General Fed- 
eration of the Unions of Iraqi Labor*,. These narrqw and .immediate 
objectives are defined and ^conditioned by „the,, success or fallure 
of the Iraqi labor in the political field. "  ':   " .,'..',,. T r; ..!, 

In any country^ the labor movement may attain its Mion 
rights without gaining its .political rights. This was the situ-, 
ation in Iraq under the old monarchical regime.' But the qppos-'; 
ite can never hold, for a labor movement can never be give:i full 
political rights without its gaining its union rights as well» 

The Societies' Law No 1 of i960, was one: of the gains ach- 
ieved by the July 1^ Revolution, whereby our labor class was opt': 
enly granted the right to organize itself politically» This^as^ 
opened the way for our struggling party, The Iraqi Communist '. 
Party, to intensify its struggle, a move which ha3 caused great 
fear among the enemies of the Republic both inside Iraq and out- 
side and among the opportunists who have infiltrated the demo- 
cratic movement and the ranks of the communists. 

One of•the first results to be,expected of.this new pol- 
itical freedom attained by the working class' tali-aq; should have 
been the intensification of the struggle for union rights,/arid the 
spreading of its ideas among the masses, But developments have 
taken a somewhat different course than this.. This leaves,a big 
question mark to be answered. ..,.,.., 



One oi the main reasons for this unexpected development 
is that a faction of the working classes deserted the Iraqi 
Communist Party in order to join some other party while a large 
number of workers were reluctant to join any,party, including 
their own. We have tried in vain to attract the latter group 
of workers into our Party, or to organize a united list of can- 
didates to oppose those who have deserted the workers» ranks to 
join another party. The answer which this group has given us 
was that it was easier for them to allow the other faction to 
gain control of their unions than to join with us in a united 
campaign. This answer is inspired by certain groups whose 
stand on this and other issues is undisguised and whose hostil- 
ity to the licensing of our Party was made well known. 

As if this was not all, but the enemies of the labor move- 
ment and of the democratic program of our Republic, have tried to 
exploit this division among the rank of the labor movement by 
persisting in their destructive efforts. They find in this sit- 
uation a golden opportunity to set one labor group against another, 
This has led to some workers losing their jobs. 

But now that the democratic leader Abdul Karim Kassem has 
ordered that all workers who lost their jobs in the oil industry 
shall be reemployed, we are fully confident that he will extend 
his order,to include all workers who were arbitrarily deprived o" 
their jobs in the government and semi-official establishments and 
that he will order all those detained to be released working by 
the motto: bygones are forever bygones. 

The above democratic orders may solve some of the iinmed- 
iate problems of our fellow workers. The underlying problems can- 
not be solved except through the revolutionary and union labor 
movements which can defeat any force which is opposed to its ob- 
jectives even if this force is disguised under the name of a 
workers party. . 

4. The Maintenance and Consolidation of Party Life is a Deeply 
Sincere Policy of our Democratic Government. 

(Following, is a translation of an article.by Da«udSa'igh 
in the Arabic-language newspaper al-Mabda', Baghdad, 31 
May,I960.) 

The promulgation of the Societies' Law No. 1 of I960 and 
its implementation was not all that our Revolution Government hau 
achieved in this field. The Law stipulated that no political par- 
ty may be licensed unless it is built on the principle of accept- 
ing and preserving the democratic system of the Republic and or. 
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preserving a true Iraqi unity. Each party most follow a policy, , 
leading to the consolidation of the gains made possible by the ' 
Revolution and the development of the principles of the Revol- 
ution. 

Our Revolution Government has already authorised a number. 
of political parties, among which was our own Iraqi Communist 
Party concerning which two separate applications were made to 
the authorities. The other application was denied. We are dis- 
cussing here this' issue or the reasons which made the authorities 
accept our application. This has become a matter for, the his-,' - 
tory of the Republic of Iraq and of our progressive party. 

The Government has expressed its policies well, when the..... 
leader Abdul Karim Kassem stated in his press conference which he 
held on Friday May 27,'i960, "I hope ; and I have,no doubt that the 
political parties in Iraq will be strongly established and will 
enjoy full freedom. I am confident that ail parties will put the 
general welfare above private interests,. As for the-Government, 
we cannot but support the need for political parties in a coun- 
try which is seeking a true democratic program". , 

This important democratic statement is not aimed at the 
democratic parties in Iraq,, or their leaders',-units and suppor- 
ters; it is intended to. serve a warning to all. those who are hos- 
tile to the principle of the existence of a" multi-party system 
in our beloved country which cannot but follow ä 'true, democratic , 
program. It matters little whether the opponents of free politi- 
cal parties are responsible officials, journalists, or men of 
religion. The course is a necessity of a progressive and; glori- ; 
ouS" Revolution. 

If some have led themselves to believe that the new law 
prevented them from opposing any political party except our Iraqi 
Communist Party, they are misled by the enemies of the Republic 
outside Iraq. The enemies outside are the imperialists who in 
the nature of their class interests and. their desire to subjugate 
people everywhere are opposed to true democracy. To them any, 
party which is the Vanguardof democratic parties and,which by 
virtue of its scientific socialism and by. virtue of .its. strpng{,;.. 
organisation which brings out the creative and construetive'eapr 
abilities of its members, and.by virtue, of its'position of leader- 
ship in the struggle against imperialism everywhere is an enemy.. 
Our Democratic Party is one of these parties. 

There is no doubt that an Iraqi who finds himself in agree- 
ment with the imperialists if even on one single issue cannot help 
but be used as a tool for the destruction of our progressiye ,, 



Republic. It makes little difference whether he is paid for nis 

services or not. 

We have always maintained, and events have proved, that 
the Communists are not hostile to national liberation; they are, 
on the contrary, the best champions of national self expression. 
They are not only opposed to the oppression of nationalities, V 
they work actively to recreate national tradition and heritage, 
work for the advancement of the backward nations, and strive to 
uplift the less advanced national groups to the position attain- 
ed by the more progressive groups. 

We have repeatedly stated and our record proves that the 
struggle of the Iraqi Communist Party is a political struggle 
and that our main objective under the banner of the progressive 
Republic of Iraq is to strengthen this Republic as a stronghold 
of democracy, peace and liberation. Our struggle is unrelated 
to religious beliefs as is made clear in Article 3 of our By- 
laws which stipulates that: Party membership is open to every 
working Iraqi citizen who meets the conditions of membership as 
defined by the Party Committees, irrespective of his national or 
religious beliefs. 

We respect religious beliefs and we work for the freedom 
of reigious expression. We demand separation of religion and the 
state. Any Iraqi who resorts to religion as a tool to over-ride 
the democratic program of the Republic is in fact using religion 
to divide the people and pave the way for the plots of the imper- 
ialists against our democratic.Republic. We the Iraqi communists 
shall work diligently to expose such people and urge the autho- , 
ities to punish them as traitors. It matters least whether the 
person guilty of such offense is a man of religion or an ordin- 
ary citizen. 

Any one who speaks the language of the traitor Nuri-al- 
Sa'id cannot be loyal to the July 14 Revolution or to the revol- 
utionary gains of the people. We the communists have been ac- 
cused of hostility to nationalism and religion. But it seems to 
us that we have heard these accusations before, from the criminal 
Nuri al-Said and from his agents who also threatened us with ex- 
ecution. But with the help of our faith in Marxism-Leninism we 
remained firm, overriding these dirty accusations until its ori- 
ginator was stamped over by the victorious July 14 Revolution. 

We would like to recall in this respect, not in order to 
expose anyone, but to emphasize the importance of the thre?t of 
our leader to all those opposed to democratic, freedom, that one 
of our party members in one of the Liwas was asked by a respon--, 
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sible official to resign his party membership, and that the 
member rebuked him by telling him how proud he was to be a 
communist and a committee member in one of the Liwas. 

We hope that all those who refuse to associate with the 
people will change their ways and all agents for the imperial- 
ists will be suppressed. It is left to the former to mend their 
ways, but the national authorities should attend to the latter 
group; our party can only remind the responsible officials in 
the hope that the unity of the National front is preserved. 

573^ END 
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