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EDITORTAL ON CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY PUBLICATIONS

[Following ig a translation of an unsigned editorial in the
s Kung Pao, Peiping, 2 December 1959, page 1,7

The parbty's puklicabicns are the effective tocl for organizing
and eduvcating the popular masses, They are the mest effeztive weapon
to be used by cadres and the masses in studying She pardy's direstives
and to exchange advancel experiences, as well as %o be used when they
are to study current poiitical policies, eultural subjects, and thecrye
They are the indispensavle spiritual food in the life of the pecple,

To geb the party's publications into the hends of readers quickly and
to onable even more of the cadres and masses %o read these publications
is a completely important and glorious political task cf the postal and
telegraph departments,

Following the national all-round great leap forward of 1958,
postal and telegrapn departments penetratved the directive to “organize
postal service around issvance of newspapers ," and, under the leacer=
ship of party commitiees on various levels, have relied on the masSses,
strived to improve their sewvice, served the intereats of readerst,
raised quality, adopted measures for speeding delivery, and attained
considerable success, Thore has becn a grand increase in the number of
publications issued, By November 1559, the nuwber of newspapers and
magazines publishud exceeded the mmber published in the year 1957 by
9.1 and h3.3 percent respecuively. Publications disseminated in urban
and rural oreas cffectively transmitted the party's directives and
policies and promoted a continued leap forward in industrial and agricule
tural productiona

A% present, following the centinued leap forward attained in
industrial and agriculitwral production, tae dencnda of the broad masses
to read publications are becoming mere and more urgent and more readers
are concerning themsslves nob only with domestic affairs, but also re-
quire theh publications explain in detail parby pelicy in good time,
explain the features of socialist congtruction and the day-to-day pro-
dustion achlevements, new creatlons, and new experiences, go that in
the socialist emplaticn movement there will be an uwiinterrupted sequence
of brand new achievaments. Therefcre, there is an urgent demand for a
contimous and uninterrupted leap ferward in issuance of publications,
for a truly good job in investigation, research, and dissemination, for
good work in editing and interpretation, for a contimous raising of
quality, and for an appropriate expansion of quantity in order positive~
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iy to satisfy the requirements of the masses and do an even batter job
in serving tho needs of the great leap forward in the nabtional economys
Concerndng the drop in quantity ab the firsh of each monbth and each
quarter and consérring the fact ‘that quality in certain areas 13 pood,
we dan see that the needs of the readers arve still not satisfied in a
very good msmner. This should be solved quicklye

The great leap forward in the national economy has entirely bene-
fieial effect on the development of publications work., Party commitiees
a%h varicus levels give special attention to and support publications
work, and the propaganda secbtions of many parby commitiees gonsider
pubilcations work te be an impordant and integral part of the crerall
propaganda work plan, Under the influence of the great ieap forward,
varions pablications also conbinued %o retain bhelr full conbents, in=
proved their publishing format, and uninterruptedly raised thelr qualitys
In vecent years, pardicularly eince the greabt leap forward, publicationge
issuance workers aceumiisbed meny advanced experiences, Especiallys
havirg one throvgh anti-rightist study ard strive~-to-the-ubmost education,
personnel in postal and telegraph enterprises have acguired a nsw spirit
and determination; they are striving 4o the utnost and are reforming
their work in every way, The various postal and telegraph depariments
mist become adept at grasping and using these helipful principles, must

1y develop the positivencss and cieativeness of the personnel, and
further comprehend the party Central Commilteels directive on publication
of publicaticns and booke, Under the leadership of porbty committees at
various levels, to raise ‘the qualivly of prblications and to further im=
prove puhlications~issuance work is entirely possible,

The foremost and most crucial task now conironting publicaticnse
issuance werkers 1s to do a really good job in rural areas and do an
even better job of serving the cause of vhe great leap forward in agrie=
culture, There inevtiubly will be an appropriate increase in publica-
ticns requirements in line with the conblnuous leap forward in agricul=
tural production and in technical reform in agriculture, as well as in
line with the gradual attainment of mechanization, water conservancy-
ization, electrification, and fertiliser.ization in the countryside,

The great expansion of esonomy and culture in the countryside will also
demand publications work, Publicabtions-issvance work must be done in a
positive manner so that these requirements will be met, Various levels
in postal and telegraph departments should strengthen indocurination of
persomnel in the matter of knowing the politlcal mearing of doing a good
job of publications-issuance in the countiysidsy they snould plant the
ideology of supporbing agriculture and serving the cause of an even
greater expansion of agricultural production and, by relylng on party
committees in the ccmmmes as well as by relying on the masses, they
should strive to sbrengbhen research work, learn and grasp the econo-
mic and cultural condition prevailing in the communes and among the
masses, and o & good job in dissemination and editing work in line
with different requirements in publications activity. Because there is
considerable scattering, diversity, and poor communications in rurei
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areas and because transport equipment is sparse, in oxcer to do a good
job in disseminaticn, editing, and propaganda work, we ghould grasp the
praseiple of integrating state forces and forces of the massss, and,
wrder the leadership of parsy cormmittees at various levels, soive the
problems in a regularized and guitahle mamer, Postal and telegraph de-
partments must help the communes and production brigades to establish
and strengthen putlications~issuance stations (and personnel), thereby
setting up 2 publications-issuance network in the countryside. These
forass must then be adjested to parcllel commme cultural and propa-
ganda metivity in the business of vublicaticnsereading; so that each
publication will be able to play iis full role,

Ty 1s particulariy nesessary to strengbhen work comnected with
the sclilng of publications in the cities. Benause there are many people
in the cities, there are many diffevont demands on pcblications by
readerss moreovery the complex cire Jabtion of the popvlation makes
publications sales an even more important tesk. Poblishing personnel
and distribution workess must sivengiben “heir mass cublock, uninver-
ruptedly reform thoir attitude toward and method of serving the pecpiey
fully respond, for their convenlence, and positively, actively, and
entimsiastically sdrve them, We know that expleibing all mebhods which
will benofit the woaders so that publications will move quickly and more
cerbainly be placed in their hands is the imporiant standard in publica-
tions-issuance work, Therefore, when possivle and in Line with needs,
business hours should be exivended, mere sales-points ghould be estabe
lished, sales should be increased, before coming on duiy and afierward,
and civeulation Lo enterprises, factories, and schoois should be carpried
oute At the same time, we must continue to reform management and con~
trol, and we must solve the problem of suspended sales on major holidays
or vacation days as well as the problem of impediments to salss on regu=
lor days, It must be pointed out thas if urban publicabions sales are
to be carried out in a good way, it is nob enough to rely only on postal
and telegraph departments; we must mobilize as many personnel as we
coan in organization enterprises, factories, schools, and streebs, ore
ganize various types of publicatioms-issuance stationz; and open masse
type publications dissemination staticns, ? this is accomplished, pub-
1icationa saies 7i.l ny made in a bebter way and readers will be betier
serveds

Tn order to further improve publications-issuance work, we must
strengthen control over enterprises. There is edlbving, distribution
in various directions, and transportation %o be considered in publica-
tions~issuance work, and these various processes are onerousj moreover,
demands for higher gquality are considerable, Therefors, we must have a
rational work arrangement and comprehend various types of systems--such
as the preliminary editing system, etc. The accounting departnents
should strengthen supervision and inspection of issuance funds and
thoroughly eliminate the unfavorable phenomencn of being in debt., It
must be pointed out that because the system of publications distribu-
tion is not tight, the retrieving of leather wrappers is poor, and
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cerhain un-ité are rather recklesg and misvse material; the quality of
shipping and issuence work is then affected. The various posinl and
telegraph departments' Jeadcrship should give ahtentlon to th'a pro=
blem and strictly carry out the system for retrieving publications?
leather wrappers in ordsy to guarantec shipping of pullicatione,

The year 1960 is about to begin. In ordes to waicome this new
year-period of continued leap forward, we must do a good job in pube
Iications work, continue the great mass movement, intersively develop
various types of sosialist emulationy use the "one dragon" emuiatlor,
Joins-work emiationg seclnileal-demonstration emelation; relse the
apeiity of issuance work, and satisly ihe demands of the rasses in a
positive way. We belleve that the warriovs figrbing on the lssuance
fron definitely will raise highep the red flag of the geoneval lineg
strive, advance victoriouslys and cortime 4o do a good ob in Ise
vance werk in crder to £all in l3ine with next yearis continaing great
leap forward in sociallsy construstion. :
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