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departments,




JPRS: 3390
€S0: L037-D
SEMITIC ACTION GROUP CRITICIZES EEN-GURION,
FORMULATES OWN PROGRAIL
[Following is a translation of two articles frcm the
Hebrew-laenguege periodicel Etger, Tel Aviv, April
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I. LEADER OF SEMITIC ACTION ATI'ACKS ISPRAELI COVERNVIENT POLICY
Pages 7-10 R Tetan Yellin-Mor .

* David Ben-Gurion's trip .gol.hows the f'ollapse of srael'
political prestige in fmerics, Euroye sad Asia.

* Will TSAHAL'S [Tsve haganeh leYisrael - Isreel Defense
_Forces] new armament change the situstion?

* Israel's secux‘:.ty hinges first end foremost oa & new
: pohtical or.‘.entat.gon. .

. . At the begluoning of his last government tenure s Mr. .Ben-
Gurion isolated himself from the din of deily eve*rbs in order %o
survey anew the security problems of the - ste te. . It may be assmred
that no one disturbed him. He was enabled to weigh matters end
to examine them anew in the light of fects which are in the public
domain and in the light of secret information whick are exclusively
his property and taat of the handful of people in his confidence.

This wes & good occaslon, perhaps the last one, for this
man - who holds in his hands the most vitel matters of the state,
matters pertaining to forelgn relations and to. security - to
question his own bellefs and opinions beld dur:.ng the last twelve
years and to compare them with the results achieved. If he had’
done this, then perhaps there would have been a chence for a
fundemental change in the peth followed by this country , and for
shifting to a new way, strong and straignt. L

But question marks of this sort req_m.re a profound soul~
searching, devoid of illusions of the searcher ‘gbout himself.
They require the proposition that "perhaps I have erred, perhaps
the path followed hitherto was suitable to clrcumstances of the
hour but is no longer suited to changed conditions." |

It appears thet Mr. Ben-Gurion is not capeable of this in

-terms of his perscnality. OFf course, he more than once changed

his opinions and his tactics. But every time he did so he sought
to prove that never did he think otherwise than in the manner he
thought &t that particular moment - the manner acceptaeble at that
particular time. - These things are not being said as & persona.l '
rebuke. That is why we shall not bring examples which anyone will
recall about statements by Mr. Ben-Gurion on the su'bgect of "how
we achieved [the esteblishment of] the state."

Perhaps age is a factor.. It is not easy for a man who be-
came old while at the head of the govermnment to wrest himself o
away from the easy customary thoughts and to cast doubt about all
that was accepted, only yesterday, as permanently es uabllshed
truth. ~ A ,




, From various sources we learned that the Prime Minister
read off his swrvey before his fellow ministers for over two
hours. He informed them of the changes which recently occurred
in the situation, snd hé Feached his comclusion: -~ = .

TSAHAL required hisi a¥mement, -in order that the shattered
balence of forces in the region mey be restored.

A Shattered Politicel Structure =

Indeed, ‘sométhing wes shatteréd in the last mouths, and
it was not precisely the ‘military balance of power. What crume
bled was the politicel edifice erected over three years ago by
the Sinai camp which wes set_up By MAPAT [Mifleget ‘Poalei Erets
Yisreel - Israel Labor Party] end which included all israell -
perties:  Herut [Freedom] as well as AHdut He-avodah {Labor Unity]
perticipated in it kuowingly end with premeditation, and even -
MAPAM [Mifleget Poalim MeuHedet - United Workers' . Party] allowed
itself to be dragged in after the fact.. S A P

' The political structuré was based on the economic. resources
of the United States in the region, snd-on the bellef that friendly
neutrality ‘on the part of the United States could be obtained by
activities which would séem to- Save the Middle East from.the ... -
clutches 6f Soviet agents. France supplied skeletal milltary aid -
France, whose sons are shedding their blood in ever-increasing
nubers on the battlefields of Algeria. -And the. green -pastures
rouné- ebout , “the “beavty  of which exceeded their utility, were
several young states in Africa’and Asia. “The scenery caught the
eye and distracted from-‘the' distress and from the dangers lurking
nearby. B T T
~ Already in the days of the 8inei operation it became clear .
that the basé calculation was erronecus. The Unlted States daia .
not remein neutrsl., It se% itself up with all: its might. against -
Israel and its allies in the Suez campaign and ordered them to
retreat. Gréat Britain and Frence were unsble to disobey her :- @
command. Israel too did as Ehe was told, though at a slow pace,
in order to insure for herself scme material prize in return for -
submitting ‘to the will of the angered master of the Wnite House. '

' It wes then that love for friends - thet sister-lo- ayms in
the struggle against ‘the ‘Common enery - became passionate. o
Declarations reverberated from the eastern to the western -
Mediterranean. Then too occirred the stroke of genius of a.
léague ‘of Méditerranean pedple, based on an imaginary assumption
that the Mediterranean had only & northern = European - shore
(a shore entirely French and Israeli) and on complete ignorance
of the southern shore of the Mediterranean and its inhsbitants. -
"Dterpal friendship" end "security pact" were valusble and
profitable concepts on the Israeli politicel mart. The Israell




citizen who yearns so for the security of existence of his country
- born as it was after so long a period of hope and such heavy
sacrifice of lives - dranl deeply of the. slogan . "He began to be-
iieve in his future. Ee began ©to look upon speedJ French aircraft
and easily-maneuvered French tanks as ha.cd currency, no less naxrd
than the American dollar. ,

Of course, relations with Ghena and with Liberia in Africa
and with Burma in Asia were friendly, and caused & flow of dis-
tinguished visitors from here to there and from there to here,
and encouraged the formation of joint economic companies end the
execution of construction projects and the sending of experts in
the military affairs and in public administretion.

For the noment it appeared that indeed the sh:.p of state -
had reached safe waters. ‘

4 French Conclusion to an Isvaeli Hypothesis

Suddenly the feeling of security disappeered. It was re-
placed with a different feeling as & result cf facts of hard o
reality: a dark feeling of insecurity, of distress in the Leart.

The experts expressed themselves first about that part of .
the balance sheet which had looked strongest: France. Madness
engnlfed that country and threatened to plunge it in“Lo an internal
war. De Gaulle was called to power as a savior, as a divine emis-
sary. Those who called out to him bel:.eved that he would bring
the French army to final victory over the army of struggling
Algeria. And those that feared hinm, that submitted to him, saw
him as the only leader who could save the nation from civil war. -
Quickly it became epparent that the faith was not justlfied a.nd
that the fears were exaggerated.

Indeed President De Gaulle likes to feed the petty bour~
geois in France on slogans of glory, honor and grandor. Bul when
he leaves the stage and passes to the area of reality, he weighs
his steps on the scales of Gallic realism, on sensitive end ac-
curate scales. It was not d@ifficuit for De Gaulle quickly to
understand that there was no possibility of carrying out a
thoroughgoing program of rehabilitetion for the Republic as long
&as the Algerian war was in progress. And that there was no
prospect for French victory in that country, since the overwhelm-
ing majority of its inhabitants decided to fight for its national
independence. * His conclusion diseppointed those who -raised him
to power on their shields. He turned to the fighting opponent
with the suggestion to sit down at the bargaining teble and he
brought up the possibility of self-determination for the Algeriems.

. Doubtlessly there were many reasons which prompted De ~
Geulle to be careful in his pronouncements. He hesitated to
force down his supporters' throats a titier pill all et cnce,
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His csution was not successful. His supporters of yesterday pro-
claimed him a treitor and rose against him. Only with gifficulty
did he subdue them. He was also concerned about a loss of pres-
tige if he were to hold out his hand to the true representatives

of the fighting Algerien nation. These hesitations cost the French
people edditional thoussnds of sacrifices as the war contimued. And
no one knows and understands as well as De Ganlle, that the leaders
of the Algerian revolt will never agree that ‘collaborationists

should speak oh ‘their behalf and on behalf of their nation - much -

2s he, De Gaulle himself, never agreed that one Darlan should
reprecsent fighting France. ' ' i , .

"Thet is why De Gaulle is forced to take an additional step,
a clesrer and more decisive step. He is forced to invite the true
representatives of Algeria, to sit down with them at a table to
aiscuss with them in detail the evecuation of the country by French
forces and the grant of unconditional independence to the M gerien
people. ” e R : T
“In the meantime his government is preparing the setting.
Tt searches for weys to renew ties ‘with the Arad countries, to ex-
press good will and a willingness to forget the Suen episode.

_ On this point the Gaullist Foreign Ministry uses the
Israeli theory, but uses it against Israel. Indeed the represen-
tatives of Israel, official and nonofficial, explained to France
very cleariy: " Israel and the Arsbs are the two opposite poles
of the Middle Eastern sphere. He who Adisputes with Arabs must
ipso facto rely on Tsracl. ~If Isreel will "keep Egypt busy", the
pressure upon France in Algeria will be relieved. And in order .
"so keep Egypt busy', ‘all we need is superior armement for TSAHAL,
and perhaps some air cover in time of need. "~ 7 . - ' o

Apperently France considers this theory basically sound
even todsy. But her desire to put ‘en end to the Algerian war
induces her to reach e conclusion contrary. to that which Israel
wished for. 'Thet is why ome still hears declarations of amity
and friendship on- the part of statesmen, .while in reality another
quite different purpose has emerged.. -~ o o

On Land and in the Air

- The first traffic sccident ocecurred on land. Renault, the
national public sutomobile compeny, cancelled a comtract for -
assenbly by an Israeli concern. -The only ceuse which could have
led to this ‘cancellation of & contract wes none other then the
French Ministry of Foreign Affeirs. Not only that, bub coincid-
ing with the voiding of the contract with Israel, news reports
were circulated about plens to erect in ‘Egypt an assembly plant
for Renault cars. = R




The israeli press was indeed furious. ¥or years they had
been laying it on thick ebout the selfless, pure and guileiess
friendship existing between Francée and Israel. Israel the be- .
loved accepted the slep in the face and broke into tears , but
immediately she recovered from the pain and the shame. Then the
second accident happered - in the air. Air France, {he French
airline compeny, svddenly cancelled an agreement it hed initialed
with the Isreeli company E1 Al for close cooperation between the
two. Dou'btlessly, this too was done with the express wish of the B
French Foreign Ministry. -

These two accidents in so short F:S pe'r'iod shool. che sense of
security of the Israeli citizen. The. press, again expreosed its
dlsappoa.ntment. But it eppeered “hat the French Foreign M:.nistry
enjoyed these expressions. They serve the Ministry, in conversa-
tions with the representatives of Arab states, as procf. that ine
deed France has kicked its Israeli beloved, and that France is now
ready 1o betroth anothec, to betroth another who will pcrhaps noS
be so good-lcoking and righteous, but who will ‘have a richer dowyy.

The Black Corti nent_end the Mushroom Cloud

The thlrct accident hap‘pened on the sea.

W.Lthout prior preparation the public was told that the
Israeli shipping line Zim wes forced to sell her shares of the
partnership with Ghana in the Black Ster shipping line. However,
we were assured, the management of the company would remain in
‘the future in Z.un s hands. But who would believe that this will
continue for a long time!

Even this accident is the symptom of the beglnm.ng of a
process. - It is symptomatic of a change in relation which stems
from the recognition that the paths of . .;.srael and of the African
stetes do not run parallel, but that at one point tney bresk
apart and that from there they lead in different directions, more
and more removed from each other. Indeed it is not possible to .
convince the Africens that we are friends of people fighting for
their freedom, &t & time when we vote in the Uni‘ed Nations
against the Algerian nation which is actively fighting for its
freedom. Nor can they be convinced that from a scientific point
they are not faced with danger from the pollution of the air
through the French stomic tests on Afr:n.ca.n soil; they believe that
there is danger as the explosion occurs among them, . They are un-
able to comprehend how & state that swears it is a friend votes
against them along with France, especially sbout & matter wh.mh
they believe, affects their bodies, their health, and their
physical existence. :




(Parenthetically: «How far this irresponsible policy can
lead - and not only with respect to relations with'the peoples
of Africa - became épparent to us after the French atomic explo-- ’
sion. 'Those conducting the experiment hoped for weather condi~ - -

tions with a south-westerly wind, ‘which would carry the radiocac~ -

tive dust ecross the countriés of the central and eastern Mediter- -
ranean. The state of Israel was among these countries, - Only the -
activities of the Qol Istael [Voice of Israell] radio, which ' o
calwed anxieties by disseminating(mtrustworthy‘o;pinio‘n’s; pre-
vented an outbresk of public pafiic. It is nearly certaln that

the French govermment would have carried out the test even in the
face of Israeli opposition.  But Israeli agreement placed Israel =

in the position of a partner in crime in the ‘eyes of the people -
of Africa, end of en accomplice bearing responsibility in the eyes v
of every thinking person in the country, of every person concerned
with the emotional and physical health of his people.) - ¢

' That is why the enti-Isracl outbursts in the Chene parlia- -
ment, incited by Egypt and by certain circles in Breat Britain,
ere understandsble. The fact that they were based on trifles
shows that the background existed, and it is the policy of the
Teraeli government which is to blame for this. e

The trip of the Foreign Minister to the countries of Africa

was intended to give some encouragement to the friendship, which
had begun to fade end turn to hatred. Her [Mrs. Meir's, the -
Foreign Minister] public declarations upon her return to Israel
were encouraging and asttempted to relieve the public's anxiety. -
But in secret talks she must have - unless she wished the delude”
herself - revealed the truth and to admit that the guestion ‘about
the "Jewish Shylock" was not the ‘only manifestetion of uniriendly
astitudes towards Israel during her trip. Indeed Israel is in-
creasingly pictured by public ‘opinion in the African countries as
a hypocritical creature, whose heart and whose ‘mouth are not in
accord with each other, and between whose words and whose deeds . -
there exists an enormous gap; ‘a creature desiring reward for '
statements which are not backed Ap. T e

The "Treason" of the United States

Officisl Israeli policy defines the change in America's
position as a tragic result of cancer, that malignant disease
which defeated Foster Dulles the Righteous [Tsadig], who alone
uriderstood the Israel argument sbout the ‘ganger ‘of Nesser,
COmmunism's 'ag’e‘nt‘.‘ , .._ .Mf, o “oe B

Now the explanation‘is that Dulles died, “and his policy
died with hin. R ;




But even Eisenhower has some comprehension sbout the vitel
affeirs of the Urited States. And to him it appesrs that hunger
and unemployment, that poverty and ignoraonce are more dangerous
agents of communism then is Nasser, who throws communists in:jail.
Bisenhower and his aides are convinced, that prison wells will
not be eble to hold back the tempest of despeir of many millions
of hunger weskened persons. And they decided to-do something, to
esse the suffering of these millions through the granting of losns
and the allocation of surplus agricultural products.. .. L

Isreel's statesmen argued: The United States errs in
giving economic aid to Egypt without obtaining in return guarantees
concerning the passage of Isreeli ships through the Suez [Canalj.
We warn the govermnment of the United States. ™ ’

The government of the United States did not heed the warr-
ing. But once again Israel appeered before public opinion as a
factor devoid of humen sensitivities, ‘prepared to progress towards
its objectives over the bodies of the victims of hunger. The
donations of officiel Isreeli institlitions for the victims of the
disaster in the French town of Farges ‘[Frages?] did not erase this
impression; they incremsed it. Even this act was not done without
caleuletions of politicel profit. Humen feeling hes ceased to be
e decisive factor and has been pressed into the service of commer-
cial advanteges.

Why should we then complain sbout others who use the sane
yardstick, and who have far greater resources at their disposal
to express their feeling and to purchase in exchange something
of value to them?!

He who is not capable of evaluating objectively an examire-
tion of reality will certainly not ask himself such a question.
For such a person it is clear as the sun that we should be per-
mitted to do things forbidden to others. That is why the disap-
pointment in the new policy of the United States is so great.

We still receive from there some tens of millions of dollers in
cash and in counterpert funds. That is why we may not express
our bitterness too vocally. But in half-loud tones it is being
said that the Americen sdministration has swerved from the path
of friendship of Mr. Dulles and has betrayed Israel.

To Pave a New Way

And if they 8ll betray us, then obviously there is no other
recourse but to live by the sword. Then the weapon becoues the
sole and only friend in which we can put our trust.

A depressing future would be in store for us if this were
reelly true. For weapons ere bought at high prices, high in money
and high in political price. The monetary outlays weeken our
waterial resources. As for the political price, there is no
telling wheretc it mey lead us.

....7‘...




We ere not preaching a one-sided dismantling of the arme-
ments that protects our lives. We are not proposing a weskening
of our defense effort which is something needed and not to be. .
conderned. Rether, we seek to change the course of the state to
one which will malze the ayms race unnecessary. .. . . ... . . - -

Experience shows without any doubt that we cannot derive
any advantage irom placing our state in the corner opposite that

£ all the other people in the region. Such a policy leads to
accidents, one of which mey turn out to be fatal. We are inter-
ested in the relief of the neighboring people, in the raising of
their standard of living, no less than we are interested in the
improvement of the Hebrew nation. The interests of all the coun-
tries of the region are identical in their basic traits, except
for the hatred end the distress, which will fade ewsy. To stress
only that which is pessing and to ignore that which will be in the
future a firm base is worse than sin - it is follishness. It
would mean eternsl enslavement to the needs of the moment. -

The time has come to try a new wey, a way which does not
pass through Paris, London and Washington. . It is a way that is
shorter but broad, straight, and secure. S L




1L, OUTLINE OF POOKLET DESCRIBING SEMITIC AC’TION PROGRAM '
Page 1 l SO ' . ‘Unsigned Article

1. NEW NATION: The Hebrew nation. - Tie with the Disper-
sion. - The Zionist myth. - The irvelevance of the Zionist regime.
~ Independent state. - The Jewish spark . - Jewish imiigration
[to Palestine/Israel]. - Abrogeting the status of the Jewish. . |
Agency. - Worldwide movement for Israel. - A Jewish association. - -

2, TAKING ROOTS IN THE REGION: The Semitic region., -
Regional peace. - A state apart. - Principles of root-taking:
Teking roots in the region. - Palestine. - Israeli partnership.

-~ The three tasks. - Partnership in the state: A partner state.
< Solution of the refugee problem . - rartnership in the country:
Unification of Palestine. - The Palestine nation . - The Jordan
Union. - Partnership in the region: Regional unification. - A

‘regicnel Dolicy. - The Semitic Pact. - The United States of the -

Near East end North Africa. /- - o e

3. THE AFRO-ASIAN ELOC: Independence. - End to dependenca.
- Taking roots in the region. - Regional ‘liberation..- Nullifying
imperialism. - Afro-Asia. - The war of the colonial powers.: :
Regionzal blocs. - Third force. S co B

4, A SECULAR DEMOCRATIC STATE: Domestic regime. - End
of the existing regime. - The conspiracy of the parties. -
Tyrennical bossism. - The New Regime: Humen rights. - Principles -
of the constitution. - End of the emergency laws. - Single citi-
zenship. - Equality of all immigrants. - Freedom of religion.

- End to serfdom to parties. - Elimination of "pull" ["protegtsia™].
- Imiigration and settlement services. - Governnent services. -
Government education. - Purification of the edministration. -
Elimination of corruption. - Internal jurisdiction. - Secret organs.
~-War criminals.

5. CULTURAL RENAISSANCE: The Zionist myth. - Cultural
oppression. - Liberation of creative forces. - Humanism. - Culture
of the past. - All-Israeli Education: The operation of unitary
education. - Curriculum. - History of Palestine. - Language of
the country. - Religious education. '

6. ELIMINATTION OF ECONOMIC DEPRESSION: A depressed
econouy. - Consumption instead of production. - Permanent quality.

- Subservience of production. - Removing from independence. -

An economy apart. - False security. - False ebsorption {of im~
migrents]. Dividing the Booty: The war for booty. - Capitalism
and socialism mislead. - Quality of the parties. - Instruments of
distribution. - The three social classes. The Breakdown of the
Regime: National danger. - The beginnings of desvruction.

~ Elimination of the depression reginme.
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.7, FREE SOCIALISHM: Free Socialism. = Social principles.
- Economic printings. The Stage of Upbuilding: A dynamic
approach. = Regional authorities. - Agrarien reform. - A protected
regional market., The Economy of. Upbuilding in Israel: The begin-
nings ¢f upbuilding. = The lack of evaluation of production..-
Democratic realization. = Two subsidiary stages. - ‘The direction
of planning. - Point Fours - The instruments of implementation.
- Dynsmic worthwhileness. - Free ‘competition, - Individual enter-
prise. = Pagying for Upbuilding: - Investment funds. - Internal and
external weaith. - Governmental foreign assets; Jewish foreign ,
assets., = Purification of utilization of resources. - Elimination
of ‘the legacies of the regime. - .The importation of private capital
The Standard of ILiving in the Period of Upbuilding: Gradual rais- ‘
ing of the standard. - Full employment. - Governmental employment -
service. - Collective bargaining. - Freedom of occupational associa~
tion. = All-inclusive governmental insurance,  Transitional .
Methods: The transfer of power. = Elimination of ‘pseudo~public
ownership. - Reduction of the aduinistration. = New employment... .
Reduction of the tax burden. - Elimination of the hothouse . ..
[economyl. - A steble currency. T '
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