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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT SHOULD CONSIDER SUPPORT OF
AGRICULTURE AS THE MOST GLORIOUS TASK

[The following is a translation of an article
written by Secretary Liu Yang-chisgo, Hupeh
Provinclal Party Committee, in Xuang-ming
Jih-pao, Peilping, 9 October 1960, page 2. ]

In its clarion calls for launching the 'increased
production and austerity campaign', espvecially in regard to
steel and grain, and for mobilizinsg the entire Party and the
entire people to undertake huze develovment of agriculture
and huge production of grain, the Central Committee of the
Party has immediately recelved enthusiastic reaction from
the entire peonle,

At present, the popular campaign for vast develop-
ment of agriculture and vast productlion of grain has been
launched in Hupeh Province in a srand and heroic manner and
is undergolng deeper and more n*act*cal developaent, In
this great popular campaign, the educational battlefront
should regard assistance to agriculiural production as its
most glorious political task. The great practices involved
in the building of soclalism have made people on the educatlon-
al front receive an extremely profound education. People
gradually realize that the fundamental plan for the building
of' socialism in China is the plan proposed by Mao Tse-tung,
which specifies that agriculture should be used as the founda-
tion, that industry should serve as the guide, and that the
priority development of heavy industry sinould be integrated
with the rapid development of agriculture. Consequently,
people gradually realize the deep significance of strength-
ening agriculture. Schools should regard assistance to agri-
culture not only as a solemn oolitlcal problem but also as
a steg forward in cerrying out a fundameutal problem of the
Party's educational plan,

We note with enthusiasm that since the educational
revolution was launched in 1955 schools of all levels and
all kinds have incessantly undergone profound changes. At
present, education must serve the politics of the proletariat,
must integrate with productive labor, and must be directed by



the Party and grasped by the people so &s.to constitute a
powerful material force.

Since the educational revolution was launched, schools
of all levels and all kinds have dally helghtened thelr con-
sclousness in assisting azriculture., They have done conslder-
able work by directly participating in agricultural produc-
tion and promoting development in science, technology, and
culture, They have demonstrated a definite influence in
Speeding up agrlcultural production, promoting improvement
in agricultural technology, ralsing the cultural and techno-
loglcal level of the peasants, and gradually developing the
minds of the workers and peasants,

On the other hand, throush assistance to agriculture,
not only the political thinking of the schools has underpone
drastlic changes, the quality of education has also been im-
proved., The profound changes constantly occurring in the
schools are inseparable from the various sctivities of the
great student-teacher combination which, following the deep-
ening of the educetional revolution and in accordance with
the requirements of soclalist construction as well as with
the principle of integrating education with productive labor,
has ceaselessly and systematically cast itself into the in-
dustrial and agricultural battle froant to engage directly
in productlive labor and to serve a*ricultural production.

From the political tnoughts of the soclalist revolu-
tion and from the revolutlonary practides of socialilst
construction, the great student-teacher combination has in
varylng desrees become aware that the problem of world view
[weltanchauuan 1s positively a most fundamental problem.
IT the problem of world view is not settled, 1t is impossible
to talk of intezrating education with productive labor or
realizing the Communist educatlional principle of combining
theory with practice, and 1t follows as a matter of course
that the people trained in the schools cannot really become
awakened and cultured workers,

Particlvation in agricultural production is one of
the most effective measures for heightening Communist cone
sclousness and for establishing the Marxist-Leninist world
view, It 1s also a most effective measure for conquering
the serilous phenomenon of the 'three separations' that form-
erly existed in the schools, Consequently, it has become
one of the glorious dutles of the educational battle front
to assist agrioulture in various ways. Avoiding the agri-
cultural battle front and adopting an unconcerned attitude
toward agricultural ovroduction should be regarded as a mani-
festatlon of & lack of enthuslasu toward the soclalist re=-
volution and soclalist construction; and this manifestation



is inseparable from the non-Communist D051t10n, paint of
view, and method. ~ :
For this reason, after the Central Committee of the
Party issued its clarion call for mobilizing the entire Party
and the entire people 10 engase in huge. development of agri-
culture and huze production of grain—stuff, a new tide has
arisen in the educational battle front for assisting agri-
culture and new problems have also emerged.  These problems
are crying for further settlement, otherwise it 1s .impossi-
ble to meet the immediate and long-term demands of agricul- .
tural production, and the problem of further improving the
quality of education will also be adversely affected., The
fore-mentioned new tide has appeared in various fields.
Firstly, graduates of agricultural middle schools,
actuated by a high degree of revolutionary fervor and embrac-
ing far-sighted ideals, have sone to the first line of agri-
culturalznroduction They want to demonstrate their ability
in this wide world." Although their number is not great,
they constitute a body of new sirensth, and may- accomplish
a great deal. A portion of the graduates of the full-time
nrimary schools in the rural districts have also responded
to the call of the Party. They remain in the rural districts.
They offer their vouth to the glorious agricultural battle
front, and reeard the construction of new soo;alist villages
as their own loft" ideal,

- A number of educated;youths In the cities and a
number: of older students who nave reached the working age
have also wanted to join the first line of agricultural pro-
duction and take up glorious positions there to work for their
Fatherland. Wwhen youthe bubbling with fresh energy. Jjoin
the first line of agricultural productioa,'*hey will un-. :
doubtedly produce positive effects in strenrtening the battle
front of amricultura; production, and in raising the cultural
and technological level of the members of the rural communes.,
A1l this has immense significance not only in settling the
outstanding problem of labor tension in the battle front of -
agricultural Proauct;on, but also in destroying the 'three
discrepancies?! during the future transition into communism.
To underestimate this significance is a mistake.

- Secondly, we note that the full-time middle schools
and primary schools in the rural districts have changed their
vacation system in order to adapt to the needs of the agri-
cultural season. They have their vacation during the rush
period of the agricultural season, so that students and
teachers can go together to the first line of agricultural
production and Darticﬂnate in a”r;cultu;al productive labor.
During the rush period, the full-time middle schools and



primary schools in the citles have also begun 1n egrnest
to participate in agriocultural productive labor in’ the subur-
ban areas. In the- colleges and universitiles, students and -
teachers have organized themselves. in a more systematic
fashion to participate in agricultural productive labor. ..
Apart from directly joiniag the Tirst line of agricultural
productlion, they -have extended their assistancée to the’ agri-
cultural battle front in various ways, striving to make. . .
more contributions toward the raoid develooment of’ avrioul-
tural production,

- In acoordance with the demand for vast, aevelopment
of agriculture and huge production of graln, tney have start-‘
ed the study of sclence in a gomprehensive manner and with
various ehmphesis. . They undertaixe to sum up the productive .
experiences .of the masses and search for the rules of asri-
cultural Droduction.‘ They supply technologieal. data dnd
data conoe"ning natural presources so as to further the. deve-
lopment of agricultural production. TheJ also  euploy.various .
ways and means, to train teohno’O”ioal cadres for atriculture
and to ponularlze ‘sclentific and technological knowledge. . ..
In all these various phases of activity, tnere has ‘now -emerg-
.. ed a new look. This has lmmense significance in promoting .
agricultural production and deepen*nm the educational revo- -
lution. To underestimate this signiflcance is a mistake, =

Furthermore, we also note tha% apart from directly

assisting agrlculture in various . ways, schools of all levels

and all kinds have followed the principle of interrating edu=-

catlion with. productive labor and the. spirit of cooperation
- and integration and, in the course of maXing over-all plans
for produvctive labor, have considered the planting of vege-
tables and the produeticn of supplementary foodstuff as an
important phase of their normal labor., This also has great
significance in fostering the habits of labor among students
.and teachers, toning up school life, and rendering it vossi-
ble to lower the supply Lby the oovernment] of supplementary
foodstuff to the: schools.

‘Finally, we note that certaln schools, following the
Party's plan of integrating education with productive labor,”o
now 2o to the rural districts to establish scnools. This is
a kind of long-term stratezlc preparation which, in order
to be appreciated, must:be reldated to the principles’ of
accelerating the building of socdalism and effecting the
transition to, Communlsm. L :

that has been said in the forevoinﬂ naragraphs shows -
that the principle of integratinz educauion with productive - |
labor has been ccarried out one sieo further and that, parti-
cularly, the integration of education with agricultural - -
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productive labor has had new development., This 1s a great
event worthy of our ercitement and exultatlion. It should be
regarded as. a new victory won under the glorious light of
the three red banners, namely, the general Party line, the
"Great Leap Forward," and the.people's communes. In order
to consolidate and extend this viectory, we must really solve
the new problems brought forward by the new tide. We should
concentrate our attention atpecialiy on solving the follow-
ing problems. C

The fTirst probleit is to strengthen education that
is based on agriculture. It should be made clear from the
standpoint of both theory and practice that "placing agri-
culture in the priority position and mobilizing the entire
Party and the entire peodvle to ensage in huge development
of agriculture and huge production of grain ls not a temp-
orary expedient but is a falirly lonz-term strateﬁic plan in
the course of building socialism in our country,” and "cor-
rectly reflects the objective rules and demands of economic
development.," Peorle should be made to realize that to carry
out this plan is the political task of the entire Party and
the entire people. They should also be able to reallize that
"development 6f agsriculture is a glorious enterprise, and
agricultural labor is glorious labor. Asricultural labor
is not only the great entervrise of building new socialist
villages, but also an extremely lmportant part of the enter-
prise of buillding socialism as a whole."

' . It cannot be denied thatnot only in schools of all
levels and all kinds are there people who desplse labor,
especially agricultural labor; in the rural areas, too, there
are people who are influenced by the thinking of the bour-
geoisie and who despise labor, especlally agricultural labor.
There are also people who consider ensagement in agricultural
labor as having no prospects in the future.

At present, in the colleges there are elements of the
intelligentsia who are not interested in labor and only speak
of the 'fine points' (chien-tuan). In the full-time middle
schools and primary schools in the rural districts, there
are .also people who turn their face toward the clties as
soon as they enter middle .school, thinking that once they
become cultured they cannot remain in the rural districts
“to engage in agricultural production. Yot only 8o students
have this kind of thinking; some of their teachers and pa-.
rents also teach them to thinkr that way. For instance, right
now when some young students enthusiastically rush to the
agricultural battle front, they on the one hand are fervent-
1y greeted by the great peasant masses, dbut on the other
hand are coldly received and derided by certaln reactionary




and backward elements who think education is for the purpose
of escaping the physical labor in the rural distrlicts and
enJoying what is called the happy life in the ciltles.

In order to conguer this kind of erroneous viewpolnt,
it is necessary to push forward the task of educatlon in
Communist thought. Without education in Communist thought
and without the strusgle of destroying the wealthy and ele=-
vating the poor, it is impossible to solve the pronlem, And
without solving this problem, there cannot be any basic solu-
tion of the thoughts of makins agriculture as the foundatlon,
Therefore, we educationallsts “must treat thls problem in re=-
lation to the high principles of Communism,

- . In order to push the educatlional revolution to the:
limit, 1t 1s necessary to strengthen the task of political
thought in various ways and teach people to ardently love
labor, ardently love the rural districts, ardently love tne-.
peasants, and ardently love agricultural labor, so as the
better to carry out the plan of making educatlon serve the .
politics of the proletariat and integrating eduecatlon with
productive labor. ‘e should advance farther and from the
standpoint of-thought solve the conflict between mental labor
and physlcal labor, striving to makxe the intelligentsla love
labor and to make the worker-peasant masses-cultivate knowledge.
We should firmly establish the materilalistlic viewpolnt that
physical labor is the first necessity of 1life 1n every klnd
of human soclety, and clearly set forth that azgricultural labor
1s the source of food and clotning in every age. We should
criticize those erroneous and anti-iiarxist-Leninlst view-
points which maintain that the advent of communist socletiy
will eliminate physical labor and that in the forthcoming
.communist soclety even what people eat and wesar will rely
on.chemical industries and agricultural labor will dlsappear. .

In order to establish the materialistic viewpolnt
that physical labor and agricultural labor cannot be climinat-
ed, 1t 1s necessary to understand that without physical labor
1t is not only ilmpossible to talk of creaping material wealth
but even impossible to have culture., Paysical lebor 1s for-
ever the first necessity of human society. Physical labor
1s the most glorious thing. The viewpoint that considers
physical labor a8 despicable 1s the viewpoint of the explolt-
ing class. In the period of soclallst revolution and soclal-
ist construction, that kind of viewpoint 1s the revelation
“of bourgeols ideology. It also explains the life-and-death.
ideological struggle between the bourgeolsie and the prole-
tariat bending the emerzence of communist soclety. If that.
kind of viewpoint is allowed to operate freely, 1f the so-
clalist revolution of thought is not carried out to the limit,
then it 1s impossible to ensure that soclallst constructlon



will carry on smoothlv S '

In the courss of the’ mass movement of huge develop-
ment of agriculture ana huge productlion of graln by the en-
tire Party and the entire people, & small number of young oo
people make the mistake of being 'reluctant to remain in the -
rural districts.  They despise avr;cu1+ure. They despise
the thoughts about agricultural’ lavor., They should be cor-
rected. Labor education should: deal with the tthree discre-
pancies,' and undertake a long ' and arduous task, Thls way
of strengthéning thousht education based on agriculture has
a deeper and more far .-1"eachi!.1*rr a¢gnificance.' No matter-from
the standpoint of destroying the 4i screpancy between mental
labor and physical labor, or the dlscrepancy between the ci-
ties and rural distrilcts, or the discrepancy between industry
and agriculture, it will oroduce considerable effects.

Secondly, we should further, and in a comprehensive
manner, solve a series .of conerete problems brought forward
under the best of circumstances, .We should do this in ace
cordance with the policy line of the Party as well as the
needs of today and tomorrow, taking into consideratlion the
speed of development,. the. planning of the schools, and the
school system.. We should note that pending the modernization
of agriculture, the phenomenon of lavor tension 1n the agri-
cultural battle front cannot be finally solved.

On the other hand, the modernization of agriculture
urgently needs a scientific and tecanoiogical culture, With-
out a substantial number of younzg men possessing culture and
technological knowledge, it 1s impossible to modernize agri-
culture. - The two are mutually supplementary and mutually

,promoting. Here we should b”ina out, on the one hand, the

problem of el¢citina as much as possible the labor potential
to strengthen the first line of aqr*culture and, on the other
hand, the over-all problem of kow to simultaneously attend
to the chamracteristics of educal ion and the 1ong-term needs
of soclallst construction.

To tackle these problems, it 1s neceqsary to make
arrangement f01 a number of middle school and primary school

- graduates wno have reached the working ase to participate in

agricultural production and.at the same time %o organlze them
and send them to spare-time sehools to continuve their studies
80 a8 to ralse their level of culturs and scientific and -
technological knowledze. : This arrangement 1ls important

for strengthening a“ricultural proavction, for pPGﬂutinﬂ

the intelligentsia‘'s love of labor, for making the worker-
peasant massey cultivate knowledge, and for g”adually elimlnat-
ing the three discrepancies., For this rzason we sghould en-
courage and suppo rt those students wio, after graduation, are




willing to participate in asricultural production.

As rezards those middle school and primary school grad-
uates who cannot continve their studies, we should advise
them to remain in the rural districts to take part in a%ri-
cultural production, and make them realize that in the "wlde
world' of the rural districts there are lots of things to be
done which require educated youths to demonstrate thelr abil-
lities. We should make clear to them that the basic aim
of proletarian education is to promote the lincessant deve=-
lopment of social production and rdise the efficiency of pro-
ductive labor of soclety. Oontlauing studies in a higher
educational institution and raising the political and cul-
tural level 1s also for the purpose of being better able to
participate in productive labor and socialist constructlon.

It 1s, therefore, a glorious thing for students who cannot
continue their studies to rush to the first line of agricul-
tural production.

Youths of the Mao Tse-tungz era should only lntegrate
their future with the urgent needs of soclalist constructilon
and go to the forefront of construction, to the first line
of agricultural production. Only in so doing will they
escape insuliing the glorious name of youths of the ilao Tse=-
tung era, Fundamentally, all graduates of the agricultural
middle schools should remain in the rural districts to partl-
cipate in agricultural production. Furthermore, agricultural
middle schools should regard labor education as an lmport-
ant portion of the baslic content of Communist educatlon, en~
abling the students to receive education not only from the
classroom lectures but also from various kinds of labor which
would affect their thoughts, emotions, techniques, and hablts,
thereby really training a new generation of workers capable
of reforming the world and constructing a new countryslde.

For this purpose we should further carry out the principle
of part-time work and vart-time study.

The matter of part-time work and part-time study
should be approached not mechanically but from the totsal
point of view. Takinz into consideration the characteristic
that agricultural production has a stirong seasonal and region-
al nature, we should plan productive labor and study in a
more rational wanner. Soane resions have adopied the rule
of "more production during the asricultural rush season, and
more study during the agricultural slack season." This is
the right thing to do.

What has been said above is one aspect of the problem,
Another aspect 1s that to meet the needs of national con-
struction, the present full-time middle schools and primary
schools should be maintained as full-time and should concentrate
efforts on developing a number of good schools with certailn

8



- educational euphases. . Therefore, the cultural and educa-
tional battle front should be classified according to the
strength or weakness of Party direction within each school
and according to the different conditions of the political
thoughts and the cultural and professional levels of the
teachers, so as to study further the concrete step of push-
ing forward the pedagogical reform. However, all kinds of
schools should stop admitting students who have reached

the working age and passed the school age, for such admission
will take away a portion of productive labor, prevent the
strengthening of the agricultural battle front, and keep out
a number of children who have reached school age and should
go 1o school.

‘411 schools of whatever kind should also allocate
properly the time for agricultural labor, shorten the winter
and the suanmer vacation, and declare holidays during the
agricultural rush veriod. Furthermore, all schools should
firmly and in a comprehensive manner execute the Party 8
educational plan and the principle of integrating work and
1eisure, striving to improve the quality of- education.

Thirdly, for the purpose of carrying out further the
Paxtv & educational plan, makling a better solutlon of the-
‘problem of linking theory with practice, and promoting the
educational mission of hircher educatlon, colleges and unie-
versities should--~zvart from continuing to gzive mighty '
agssistance to agriculturs 1n the fields of labor, science
and technologym-make plans to send a-numrber of cadres to |
help the work of the rural Gistricts in accordance with the
instructions of the Party’s. vrovincial commitiee and serlous-
ly study the new n“oblels 1n the. course of SCHial”st con=-
structinn..

in the schools, 1% is also necessarv to strengthen
further education in Malzlsm Zeninism and labor education
and ralece the Communist consclousness of the students and
teachers, so as to enable them to realize that durlng the
period of soclallist revclution and soclalist construction,
if they do not reform their thought and cast away the old
- remnants, and if they do not study the new problems and ac-
cept the new things, they will be separated from the masses
and cast by tlme into the background. If they do not like
to {all behind time, they nust make efforts in accordance
with the new sliltuatlion and the new demands. Therefore, we
mise note that althoush one of the outstanding major tasks
of colleges and univeraities 1s to fiercely attack the *fine
points' and to estavlish the grand ambition of conguering
the "fine pointe,’ yet it is'necessary in the course of the
fierce attack to present before the people the problem of



reforming the world view and to serilously wipe out the effects
of capitalism, individualism, and idealisum.

I+ must be made clear that while we want to scale
the peak of science, yet we oppose the viewpolnt of regard-
ing the intellirentslia as a superior class; while we want
to fiercely attack the 'fine points,' yet we oppose the
thoughts of the intelligentsia that are influenced by the
'fine points'; while we strive to study the basic theories
‘and to grasp the rules of sclence, yet we must come down
from the throne of the 'bourgeois kingdom' that lurks in
the deep recesses of the heart, and face the masses, face
realities, and by uweans of the Jdarxist-Leninist standpoint
and approach make contacts with the throbbing pulse of so-
clal life, T,erefore, in the course of the struggle agalnst
people with the 'fine points,' we must without exception
strengthen labor education, systematically send those people
to engage in agricultural labor, and should not let them
stand outside the campaizn for huge development of agricul-
ture and huge production of zrain by the entire Party and
the entire people.

Fourtnly, we must note that after strengthening the
first line of agricultural production, the pollcy and pro-
gram of the Party will be grasped by the masses and the con-
gciousness of the cadres and the masses will be helghtened.
Following the development of agricultural productlon and the
rational arrangement of the productive 1life, the problem of
integrating work and leisure will be further solved, and
the masses will then make further and urgent demands for the
study of scientific and technological culture, Then the
gquestion as to how to carry out the plan of "making the two
legs walk" will rise, and the problem of developing a good
system of spare-time education will inevitably stand out
prominently.

After a large number of educated youths Joln the
first line of agricultural production, they will, on the one
hand and apart from strenzthening that first line, 1introduce
culture to the rural districts; and on the other hand will
inevitably feel the necessity of ralsing the cultural, scilen-
tific, and technological level for the construction of a
new countryside and will consequently make demands to con=-
tinue to railse that level. The masses and thelr demands are
all reasonable, and we should solve reasonably the problems
they raise. For this reason, while tackling such matters
as production, life, and thouzsht, we must at the same time
tackle spare-time education and the elimination of illiter-
acy. We should realize that spare-time educatlion should
not conflict with production because the principles of spare-
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timetime education are, first, not to interfere with pro-
duction and, secondly, not to interfere with sleep.

Spare-time education operates in accordanc: with
the principle of integrating work with lelsure and serves
to satisfy the demands of the masses for cultural ife, It
should not be an obstacle to production. It should benefit
production. If spare-time education does not proceced with
the promotion of production ags its starting point, and is
carried on during the period for production, thereby depriv-
ing production of a portion of its time, the principles of
spare~-time education will he violated and the education will
be separated from the masses, If we force the masses to
attend lectures during the time when they must rest, spare=-
time education will also be geparated from the masses and
will become a kind of formallsm, All this not only will be
detrimental to production and rest but is bound to interfere
with the development of spare~time education.

However, subject to the condltlons that it will not
interfere with production and with sleep, spare-iime educa-
tion must under no circumstances be neglected but should be
persistently undertaken in various intelligent ways and in
accordance with the demands of production and with some
over-zll plan. Right now 1s the time for strengthening the
agricultural battle front, economizing labor power, and con=-
solidating the first line of production. There ls a greater
need for an over-plan of spare-time education. Therefore,
we must firmly and in a comprenensive manner carry out the
Party's plan of 'walking on two legs,' and must strengthen
the leadership of spare-~-time education. In this winter
and in coming spring, the task of eliminating 1illiteracy
must be launched with wizght and main.

Finally, another point that should be brought out 1s
that while a satisfactory solution of the above problems
naturally relies on the over-all planning and unified leader=-
ship of the Party committees at varilous levels, the key pro-
blem lies 1in strengthening the Party organization 1in the
schools, IT schools do not have a strong nucleus of Party
leadership, all is beneath discussion. Therefore, when we
concentrate on solving these problems, we must seriously
adjust school organization, strengthen the Party leadershlp
in the schools, and strengthen the constructive task of the
Party as the educational revolutlon constantly deepens.
Under the leadership of the Party, we must also strengthen
the training of teachers and ralse the teacher's political,
cultural, and professional level, s0 as to meet the demands
of soclalist construction under the best circumsiances.

10,279 - END -
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