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Of the theoret1oal quest1ons dsalt w1th by the XXIth Congress of the .
CPSU the most importent was the question of the two phases of Communism.
Merxist-Leninist teaching of the two phases, an inseparable pert ¢ f which
is the dootrine of socialism as the first phase of Communism, clarifies
the basic and generally applicable laws of social development in the build-
ing of socialism and Communism. Therefors it is the theoretical basis of
the Communist Party and of the comscientious efforts of millions of workers
,‘bulldlng e socialist and Communist society. It is the theoretical start-
ing point for the political line of the" CPSU during the period of develop«
ment of Communism, as stated by the XXIst Congress, and of the political
line of the KSC Zﬁbmmunlst Party of Czechoslovak1d7, established by the
XIth Congress for the perlod of. culmlnatlon of soclallst construction-in. .
our country. - . :

We ere vigorously and successfully fulfilling the tasks associated
with completing the socialist tremsformations in certain erees of our life
(particularly regarding agriculture and the completion of the cultural .
revolution), The victory of socialism in our country is growing near, as
Comrade Novotny emphasized in his speeches "Important Questions of the
Culmination of Socialism".. The true centent of the concept of "socialist
socikty" is becoming for us a rich end general picture of life in our
country. The Central Committee of our Party characterized the third
Five-Year Plan as & plan for the development of a mature socialist soolety.-

In the general development of the llne of the XIth Congress the
problems of the consolidation -and further development of socialist re-
lations in the decisive areas of the life of our society press to the
forefront. Their solution is the main content of the practical activity
of our perty, end it meens laying the foundations and sccumulating the :
resources for the gradusl transition to Communism. The practical problems
of today must be golved within this long—range perspectlve. :

And in this oonnectlon Marxlst Leninist: teachlng of the two phases
of Communism has great end current significance.
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The theory of the two phases of Communism was developed essentially
by Marx end Lenin on the basis of & .profound. snalysis of the development-
pl tendencies of capitalism even before the appearance of the first social-
ist country in the world. It was further developed by Lenin during the
first years of building in the Soviet Union. Today this theory is besed
on the great wealth of experience and results acoumulated in more than 40
yeers of practidal building of socialism and Communi'sm’ on -efi” internationel
sGale. Frent RN ."l:.."""'A [ O N A TR

The irrepressible progress of the world socialist revolution and- the
growing end general erisis of copitalism -- the historical relation of
foroes botwoen socislism end cepitelism on a world:gcale =< are the most
importent external irternational conditions -for thé building of ‘sociellsm
end Communism in' the'socialist lands end therofore-havée & very profound
efféct on"its progress, pace, end methodg, &= & et Tesn s
. P A L I . 'f ST, i :' R SR ; AT N
o The Soviét,Union, as the first orid -only” socialist ‘sountryy had to -

build socialigm under the extraordinarily difficult conditions-of ¢api<
talist éncir¢lement and this could not rely on the experience’of eniy- other
socialist lénd.” In contrast to this the general eid end éupport of the
USSR end the broed utilization of Soviet experience greatly cased the
road of the people’s demooracies to socialismi _The eXistence of & powei-
ful world socislist system and the promise of its further rapid develop-
ment oreote favorable oonditions also for the culmination of socislist -~
construction in Czechoslovakia.

‘Thero are gréat differences in ‘internal conditions amohg the indivi«
dunl countrids building socialism. These differences sre the result of-
centuries-old historicel development, and were regularly exaggerated by =
the. extremely uneven ‘development of capitalism, :Therefore they cennot be
‘overcome immediately in”the transition to socialism. The dovelopment of
socialism under the conditions of the world socialist system, particularly
 of mitupl collaboration end eid among the socialist countries, however, -
-enhances the tendency toward eqialization of economic end culturel devolop=-
ment of the socislist lands end of the gradual elimination of differences
emong them. The expression of this tendency Wwill -- as thé XXIst Congress
of the CPSU stated == be the more or less simultencois entry of ell social-
ist lends into thc second ‘phase of “Communism.’ B ‘
' The gencérally appliciable laws of the transition from capitalism to

Sooielism and to Communism, which Form the true ¢ontent dnd'core of
" Morxist-Leninist theory of socialism ond Communiism, operate in the arena
of these international and intermal conditions and arec conscientiously
applied in the policies of the Communist Partics of dll the socialist
1onds. N O C e e
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The trensition from capitalism to -Communism is the most basic of &ll
social revolutions. In proceding social revolutiens society has always'
proceeded from one sociol-economic formation to another, higher formation
of class society. The transition from capitalism to Communism; however,
is & loop from the entire epoch of class society to a new epoch of class=-
less society. From this stondpoint we can sece in past humsn developmont
three great historical levels of socinl development: p*lmltlve society,
class society, snd Communist society. The trensition to Communism is thus
the culminati on (ond not the completion) of human history. In this con=-
nection Marx ond Engels spoke of the tromsition to Communism as "a leap
from the realm of necessity to the realm of freedom™, "

Communism as the realm of freedom may arise only under conditions
following a basic revolution in production relations, end in which the
producers,; liberated from exploitation, work with sogialized meons of
production. "The associsted producers", says Marx, “control their
exchange of materials with nature rationally, subordinated to their social
control, instead of themselves being ruled as by & blind force, They do
this with the minimum expenditure of energy ond undér condltaons best
adapted to ond most elevating of their humen natures" (Ks Marx, Capital,
III/? poge 368). Under these conditions there is o sharp ond vigorous
development of productive forces which assurcs o wealth of products,
creates o qualitatively new relationship between nature and society, and
leads to o basic change in the character of- human work.

We do not wish to repﬂat the well known characteristics of Communist
society., We must empha51zc, however, that all idecas of Communism as e
society free of all.conflicts are alien to Communism,

Present socinlist society shows us the true features of the future
éven in this respect. Not only the conflict between mature and society,
but also the nonantagonistic conflicts between the contlnually developing
requirements of society and the real poss1b111ty of their immediote satis-
faotlon, between long-range ond short-rﬂnge interest; betwcen the permqment
interests of society and the momentary interests of the individual and the
group; between the social being and consciousness; betwecn the progress1ve
development of thc forces of production, and the logging of individual
aspects of production relations, organiz: tion, ‘and methods of management;
between the old and new in the thlnklng ond behavior of the people -= all
these conflicts of a humen nature will continue to ex1st even in a Commun-
ist society., Only they will exist in a pure form, w1thout the deformotions
charocteristic of the class ordering of society. This is true for instance,
of the question of equality, or inequality, in a Communi st soclety. The
Marxist~Leninist classiocs alwoys fundamentally reJected the simpleminded
idea of Communism s "a reclm of equallty" in the sense of levellng or




uniformity of people with respect to ability, character, degree of oware-
ness, etec. They saw Communist equality very simply os the elimination of
classes, with its positive feature being providing for equal opportunity
and conditions for the Eree and generql developmont of each ind1v1dual.

. Although we v1cw ‘the achlcvemont of Fommunlst SOOlbty as” the "final
goal™ of" the Communlst movement ,” we do not s€¢ it-as the ‘end of past’
development but. ‘rother 'as the entry of humanity into.a new’ epoch of
developmunt. The 'principles of Commmism (e.g. the prlnclple of distri-
bution according. to needs, the principle of the’ general developmunt of
mon) are not unchanging and ideal but: rother outhne the trend of dcvelop-
ment of 2 mature Communist. socicty. ;

* % ok
. Ty : ; LI
Marx, followed by Lenln, sow the trunsltion from cnpltallsm %o

Communighn o8 .o developmcntal process, ond. examined. the’ appearance ond
development of Communism from capitalism. ° “Thus they arrived at the oone

. clusion that Commimism oannot Ye achieved immedistely ofter the overthrow

J. of capitqllsm, that because of the immaturity of economic conditions for

Communism ond becauS& a basic chonge in the woy of life ond the re%ralning
of people requir:c e long time, an entire historic. tronsition’ period between
capitalism end Communism is neccssary, And in this conneotlon they do-
veloped enother idea. Whlch Lenin cxpressed thus:. "Humanlty cen proceed
from onpitalism only to soglallsm, i.e., to the soc1 ol ownership of the
means of produstion and to the distribution of: products according to the
work of the indivldual" (Ve I. Lcnln Collectéd Works, Volumo II SYPL,

1955, page 37) ' R L

The expeorience of the soclalist oountrles confirms fhe absolute
gorrectness of Marx's and Lenin's conclusions:concerning the inevitability
of the soeinlist stage in the transition from capitalism~to Communism,

The XXIst Congress of the CPSU agnin emphasized that no country can avoid
the sociclist stage on the road to. Communlsm.l-

Marx and Lenin expresséd the ba81c iden that sociallsm is the "first
(or lowest) phase of. Communlst soc1ety" (V.I. Lenin: ertings, 25, poge
484). , A . .

Morx .ond Lenin declined to.predict the time toble for the trensition
,of humonity from- oapltallsm +t6 Communism’“and, unlike the utoplans, did not
attempt to produoe detailed plans of practical mcrsures to. achieve this
gonl. However, their basic iden cxpressed very preciscly the basis of
socinlism, its place in the historic transition period from capitalism to
Communism. Socinlism is part of Communist society, its achievement meons
e basic departure from capltallsm., (Lenin in. "Stete end Revolution",
comments on Marx's polemic agoinst LaSalle's speoulations concerning
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socialist society with the words: "arx éroceeds févaléonéréte analyélé
of living conditi onsin a society in which. there will be no. enpitnlism"
V.I. Lenin, Wfltlngs, 25, page '477). In this sensc ong con speak of the

- Communist foundatlon of sociqllsm, of the fact that social relatlons under

soclallsm are. the relatlons of a Communlst soclety.A_

Sooiallsm, however, is only the flrst the 1n1t111 phase of develop~
ment ‘of Commumist society, it is "Communist society, not as it has developed
on its own basis, but as it has emerged from capitelist society; thus in
every respect, cconomic, moral, spiritual, it still carries the birthmark
the old society from whose womb it proceeds" (Marx, Engels:  Selected Works,
Volume II, page 18, Svoboda, 1950). Socialism as 1nclp1ent Communism is
neccssarily incomplete Communism, historically limited which, although it

‘meons o basic bresk with ccpitalism, still cannot mean overcoming oll the

remnrnts of capitalism and the division of socicty into-classes. Therefore
the social réelations of socialism are not and cannot yet be the relations
of moture Communism, and differ very shorply from the social relations of

- the second phase of Communlst 5001ety.

The Communist foundatlon of socmallst production relaticns is ex- |
pressed by the well known characteristic that socialist production relations
are the "relations of mutual aid eand collaboration". . This diffcrs sharply
and basically from copitelist production relations, which are essentially
the relntions of domincnoce and subordination, the'relatibns of exploitation,
In practice, in socialist production we find a tremendous number of evi-

-dences of the basis of socialist production rcloti ons whether we are talk-

ing of mutual exchange of experlences or other forms Of aid and collabo-
ration among socialist enterprises, shops, brigades and individual workers;
or new relations between lcading and ordinary workers; or the fulfillment
of pledges and the overfulflllmunt .of production gouls- the 1mprovers'

ﬂnd 1nnovators' movement, etc. U , o '

o THe ba51s of SOClallSt productlcn relatlons is the soc1a1 owncrship
of the means of production; which provides. the basic equality of all
members of society with respect to ‘the meens of production. Mastery of

Xhe. means of productlon by society thus mokes 'possible the .plonned develop-

mant of produotlon in the interests of . the developmont of soclety.

i“' The Communlst bosis of soclallsm is pnrticulﬂrly cluqr in its class

(social) structure and in the ordering of social interests. Soeialism is-

. socmety without sntagonistic claéses of exploiters ond exploited, a

socioty in which the class struggle (w1th1n the country) hns ceased to
play the role of the main lever. of social dpvelopment, in wh;ch the
interests of the individudl, the group and the society arc basically in |
harmony, are. one. (When we speak of the interests of society, ‘the group,
and the indlvidual We are oware ‘that this division is sbstroct, that in
pra ctlce the three groups of 1nterest are very deeply intertwined and
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influence one another in the daily llfe of 1iving indxviduols. Nor do
we~wish to reduce to. a 81mple scheme the ontire very oonplicated dislectios

~:-of conorete. interests).. This unity of interests follows -from the fact that

‘under socinlism, on:the ‘basis:of . soclallst ownershlp, people have essenti-
ally the same, socinlist attitude toward the means of production. 'T6 the
extent that:pepple are owore. of the objectively exlstlng wnity of interests
of ‘the individual, the group end .the society. -—,ond thoy are.necessarily
aware. of. it ~--the- moral-pollticﬂl unity of the socloty is created and
congolidnted, - Mot 5o  much words; os deeds, the grow1ng jnitiative of the

- worketrs”in, production, the ever increasing actual partlclpatlon of the

people ‘in the:ndministration of - "public affairs" ‘domonstrate the conviction
of the great majority of socicty that the. organs, of the sogicty (the party,
the stoto, etc.) defend their. intorests, that. the organs of society ‘and
the messes of the people have o common 1nterest. Whep we spepk of social-
ist democracy;, much more than the. formnl signs of democratism (which of
course must not bhe- underestlmated) we should study tho actual monifesto-
tions of the unity of intercsts of society 1nvolv1ng "overyday™ problems

of production and administrotion whoge signifiocsance and historical ocontent
grow beyond: ‘even -impsrfect political democratism, and show us the outline
'oof the Communist self-governmont of the futuro. ' ;

Whon we:. amphaslzo the fuot that soci&llsm belongs to Communlst
society, and specify thc Communist foundation of sociglism we must not
forget the other side of the coin: that, soclalism is the first, the
initial phase of Communism, that we can soeak of socianlism as Communi sm
only keeping in mind that we are speaking ‘of 1ncomp1ete Communism. ~(Lenin
-.spenks of socialiem:in "State and Revolutlon thus- "Insofar ns the means
. ~of. productien beaome. 3001a1 prOporty we oon begin to use“the’ torm ' Communi sm*
© provided we. keep in mind that this is 1ncomplete Communi sm” (Writlngs,
Volume 25, pnge 484)). Therefore in this phase Gommunism .deve1lops under
conditions and in forms which frequently still differ from the develop-
mentol forms ond conditions of . -true mature Communism, which ig reflected
in the form of numerous und well-known dlffcrences between socialism and
Cormunism. . Similarly we.must not forget thot under.so¢inlism the society
must atill conduct a. systematio and vigorous strugglo ugainst the remnants
ond survivals of cap1tal1sn.' e ,_4«,,,: L :

. Socialism must thus be analyzed. from .the - standpoint of a concrete

- historical detorminetion of .the p051tion of sociallsm in the movement of
society from capitalism to Communism. ThlS dctermlnatlon had two mépects.
Firstly, socialism essentially. belongs to Communlst sooicty ond the diff-
erences. between it and the second phase of Communism ore. unlmportont in
gomparison with the differences . hetween Communlsm ns o whole and o class-

¢ ontagonistie: society. - Secondly,. howevar, socinlism ocoupios o corthin

position within the devclopment of Communist socicty. . If we compare
socialism-with the sccond phase; of thls soclety, then on the same ‘level
the fectures whoreby socialism differs from Communism ore also basic
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(although we. ore deqllng here w1th a different order of ba31cness)

Therefore 1t was ond is 1ncorrect to 11m1t onesclf to assertlng the
Communist foundation of socialism and its basic differonce from capltallsm
ond to forget the . limitations and incompleteness of Communism in its social-
ist phase.. This type of dogmatic dwelling on the foundations of sociallsm
leads to the 1nab11ity to analyze, in a practically satlsfﬂctory manner,
the complex problems of socinlist society, to uncover.the germs of ‘new
development, to explain various monifestations and the remnants -of the old.
(The clearest mariifestation of dogmatism in solving the problems of social-
ist society was the theory of lack of conflict, the terdency ‘factually
(literally meant) to deny the objective conflicts of socicty ond to abso-
lutize its unity. One source of this type of ‘tendéncy for a'certain length
of time was Stalin's uniloteral thesis of the complete harmory of the forces

of production and production relntions in socialist society (Problems of

Leninism, Svoboda 1950, page §55) which he laoter himself rejected in .
"Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR". . It is interesting that the -
tendency to absolutize the unity of socialist soclety was accompanied by
exaggeration of the importance of the antogonistic conflicts between
socinlism and bourgeois remnants in socialist society on the basis of

- the incorrect teaching of the continuing exncerbation of class struggle

in proportion to the growing successes of- soclallst oonstructlon )
U kww

In the treansition from CPpltallSm to Gommunlsm 5001ety thus passes’
through two stages of development which differ ba31eally.

1. The trmn51tlon perlod from copit ullsm to sociallsm in Which the
social revolution lesds to the liquidation of copitalism and the building
of o sooialist society. In this stoge of the trensition from capitalism
to Communism the, very foundation of society passes through qualitotive
changes representlng the tran51tlon from a. class-antagon1stic society to
o Communlst one., : _

The basic confllot in the perlod of tnon51tion from cnpltwllsm to
socialism is the’ conflict between developing and conquerlng socialism and
rejected, ever more suppressed capitalism. This is an antagonlstlc con-,'
flict which is solved by liquideting capitalism and ellmlnatlng the con-
dltions from which oapltﬁlism aroses

2. The tronsition from soclallsm to Communlsm in which- the society
gradually overcomes the limitations of the lower phase of ‘Communism ond,
by creating first the material ond thon the other requirements, opproaches
a mature Communist society step by stcp. “The development from socialism
to Communism is also a qualitetive change. It is of course o qualitative
change within Communist soolety, which is achieved on the b”SlS of ‘laws
pocullar to it.

- 7'_. 5
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The XXIst Congress of ‘the CPSU mode & very important contribution to
clarif;cution of" the problems of the grodual transition: from socinlism to
Commnnlsm. ‘We should like to advance first of all the idea of the e lements
ond the germs “of* Comnunlsm which appeer already in the socidlist phase of
the developnient -of: .Qompynism, in close connection with the' thesis. that
there is no wall between gocialism and - Comnunlsm, that ‘Communism grows
dlrectly ‘out of’ sooiallsm. (cf. Report of N.S. Khrushchev to the XXIst
Congress of the CPSU, Novmysi, Special Number , page 60). Hére we encounter
the faot that Communism in the socinlist phase is not only the bosis of
_-sooial reiatlons appearing in & socinlist form, but that it is alrendy
beginning to ‘beimmnifested in forms corresponding to the seoond phase of
L its development. These are, of ‘course, only "olcments™, "germs" of
Communist forms. alongside socinlist forms, which are the mnin and decisive
oncg at’ this stnge of developmgnt. Asf 5001ety draws grodually closer to
hlgher.forms of ‘Communism, howevér, the. elemhnts of Comfmuni sm will inecrease
in number ond will gredunlly. become decisive. This ‘s snother and.-wvery
importrnt manifestation of the gradual nature of the development from
=vsocin11sm to COmmunlsm. . . .

The ‘thesis of the XXIst Congress, thqt soclalism ‘ond Communiam are
not separated by = wull Helps us better to. undarstand ‘the nature. of the
tasks which we sre facing today in Bzechoslovakia in the .period of the
culminntion of socialist construction. Two types of tésks are intortwined:
tasks. conneoted with completing the building of n socialist society on the
one hand, -orid, on the other, tasks associnted with the consolidation ond
further dévelopment of socinlist relations, which cannot, os the XIth
;. Congross of the KSC showed, be other thon o bcglnnlng; the first tiny
Hstep in the groduwl trrnsitlon from soclallsm “to ‘Communi sm. .

B

'II.

Marxlst Lenlnlst tenchlng of the two phoses of Communism is “the
stoing point of the party's political line and theoretical work in
solving the problems of building socialism and Communism. - The denial end
distortion of this: doctrine ond its conclusions is onother point of attock
by the bourgeois ideologists, roformists, and revisionists, against the
spcinlist society in the Sov1ct Unlon ond the other countrics of the world
socialist system. . . :

The writings of bourgooms authors froquently chqrqcterize socialist
society as "state capltulism . For the bourgcois ideologists the means
of production under all SOClallst socinl conditions have the properties

" of capitals- Thus it is easy to turn.the facts upside down and to char-

soterize socialism, in which thé meins of production are the property of
society representod by the ‘working-class- stnte, as o thoroughgoing
copitalism, os "completoly socialized capitalism or state capitalism",
as for exomple, thc authors of i 'book with an astonlshing name «- The
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Copitalist qulfesto - proclalm (L. Kelso and M. Adlnr: The-Capitalist
Wunlfesto, New York, 1968).. ‘ fo e AR
. 1

ThLS is nothlng but a tvplcql effort of bourgeois 1dcology to perpetu-~
ate theo capltallst order, whose social-reletions and laws and their conse-
quences are outomatically transferred into a-socialist society.  They
ignore its Communist foundation, its basic difference from’ capltallsm and ,
on the basis of superficial and di storted considerations, see oven in o -
socinlist society the "oxploitation of man by the state", a new "ruling,
exploiting class", (these are. supposed-to be those who "dispose™ of state
socinl’ property),¢"the class struggle of entagonistic classes”, etc. The
nonanta gohistie conflicts of socialism are confused with' sntegonistic con-
flicts. A 1og1011 consequence of these ideas 1s:the demand for Bo re-
volution® against the soolallst reglme, as o Justlflcqtlon of the effort
to restore capitalism. . .

It is notuworthy that the reformlsts and the r1ght~w1ng SOCl&llStS,'
like Guy Mollet, Benedikt Kautsky, etc., hold proctically the some opinions
as authors who mcke no effort to hide their bourgeois viewpoint. This,
of course, means, that they have completely parted company with Morxism.

The theories of "state copitalism"™ are, however; too clear an argu-
ment for the contemporary revisionists who clso want to prove that the
USSR is not a socialist society; bubt for this they use "Morkist" argu-
ments, based as far as possible on quotations from. Marx or lenin. A T
widely used example, which the Yugoslav revisionists have adapted to -
current conditions, is found in Trotsky's views, since Trotsky was one of
the first to react negatively to the building of a socianlist society in”
‘the USSR in the middle of the 1930's, ' His view, which was intended to
deny the existence of a socinlist society in the USSR, was founded on
two ideological maneuvers. Trotsky first tried to show Soviet society
as o "mixture" of capitnlism ond sociolism, where the struggle between
socialism and copitalism is far from decided. He achieves this on the
basis of a crude distortion of the well-known Morxist idea of the remnants
of "bourgeois law™ in the first phase of Communism (of, Morx and Engelss
Selected Writings, II, page 18-20,cdition of 1950; V.I. Lenin: Writings,
25, pages 478-480; ond also ¥, 8. Khrushchev's Report to the XXTsT Congress
of the CPSU, Specinl Number of Nova mysl, pages 63-64) by saying that the
- sooinlist distribution of goods according to labor is o "bourgeois form.
of distribution". Together with this "bourgeois™ method of distribution.
he demogogically ond dishonsstly sneaks into Soviet society "exploitation
of workers by the burcowerzsy'and antagonistic clmss conflicts in general.
This mnneuver, whercby he made the socialist socicty in the USSR only a
"transition stote" between capitalism and Communism, goés hand in hand
with the second mancuver.. In order to show that Soviet - society was not -
socialist, Trotsky was forced to "make morc-precise® the demands or socinl-
ism and to push the first phase of Communism for beyond socianlism, practi-
colly as far as Communism itself. Thus, of coursc, he completely departed

._9_'




vt
ol

from Marx’s and Lenln's doctrlne of socialism a8 the flrst phqso of Com-
munism, which he so ostentatiously e¢voked. (The Yugoslav euthors are
doing the. same:thing thesé days. For example, M. Perovic in his article

- "™1lustrations.onithe Subjcct- ' Contemporary Pevisionism'™ (Nnsa stvarnost,
" Mo 1, 1959), He -too Mproves" that there {5 no socinligt.socicty in the
USSR by & oqreful distortion of Merx's ond Lernin's-doctrine of soclallsm
as the. first phose of Cominuni sm and he too "mokes more -precise” demaonds
on sociallsm on the basis of o dlstlnctxon between the "1ower phnses of
socialism" :and Wnature soclqlls " \ AU S ~

"The progrum of the Ynion of COmnunlsts of YugoslaV1a also depnrts
from the Morxist-leninist tenching of séeialism as the first phase of
Communism. It mist be suid first'thdt the authors ofthe ‘progrom ‘actually
do not recognize that a sociclist soociety exists in the USSR. (In Chapter
II of the Program there is a passago soveral pages long on experience "from
the previous socialist development of the USSR and the other -socialist
countries", where somethitig is soid of. the achievements made; but still
more. goncerning - the negative aspects and "deformations™ of :socinlist de-
velopment in the USSR. We Tind no indication there that socianlism has
beon built in the USSR, nor onything of the development of "Soviet social-
1st society townrd Communism.- ThlS is a clear exposltlon of the v1ewpoint )

Furthbrmore the progrﬂm dlscusses varlous phases in the development
of s001allsm. The :lower. stoges of the devclopment of .socialism are charao-
terized by state ownershlp of the meons of production’ which 1s "indireot
socinlist ownarship®; this necbssarl;y leads to “burcaucratic-statist deo-
formntion of soocinlist. development” and’ underéuts "thu free development *
of socialist forees™: :The higher staoges in. the . development of socialism
ond the socialist- soclety itself are theén cnlled "direct -social ownership ’
in which the producers ;themselves goVern production smd in which tho re-
duction of the ccenomic-organizer function of the socialist state to a
minimun has eliminated the danger of, “bureaucratlc-statlst deformations"
This "low" of the development of sociallsm, of course, has nothing to do
with Morxist-leninist doctriné concorning socialism. A From it follows the
- only possible conolusions develoPant of the USSP ond the other socialist
countries has halted at lower stoges of the ‘development of socialism, ond
therefore one cannot speak of bulldlng a-socialist society in thcse coun=
tries, .The sociolist society has not beén completely built in Yugoslrv1a _
either, but- that country is folloW1ng the only correct path.

The program ‘of the Union of Commnnists of Yugoslav1a is not based on .
Marxist-Leninist doctrine of 5001alism ns the first phase of Communi sm, .
which has now been tested and developed by the broad international experi-
ence in the building of socialism in the USSR and the other. socialist
countries, It is rather based on the Yugoslav "model” of socialist sociéty.
This "model" contains certain superficially attrrctive psuedo-Communist
demands (the monogemont of. production: by the {immedinte producers,
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accelerated withoring away of the state, ete.), whose realization under

- conditions of inoomplete building of socialism in Yugoslavia collapses in
the creation of serious obstacles for true socialist development in sctual
support of petty-bourgeoisitendencies, and in the growth of "bourgeois
elements,. = - B

Certain echoes of revisionist views denying the doctrine of socialism
as the first phose of Communism have been heard in Czechoslovakia. We ore
speaking, for example of the concept of socinlism as a certain ™mixture"
of capitalism and Communism. On this basis we comnot properly clarify the
complicated questions of socinlist society, since we have no understonding
of the precise historical position which socialism occupies in the tran-
sition from oapitalism to Communism. This true also of views which distine
guish various "phases™ in the development of socialism in connection with
the existence of the cult of personality, buresucracy, dogmatism, and
similar phenomena, since the periodization of the development of socinlism
is associated with existence or nonexistence of phenomena which by their
noture are alien to sociclism. Comrndes who did pot base their thinking
carefully on Marxist-Leninist doctrine of socialism and Communism have
been unable to solve the current questions of Socialism successfully,

111,

The proper definition of the position of soclalism in history is the
key to analysis of the rolations of socialist society. In a society on
o socialist level of development there is a complex intertwining of the
actual germs or sprouts of Communism, of phenomena distinguishing social-
ism from complete Communism, ond finally of phenomena in the struggle of
socinlism against bourgeois influcnces ond remnants. Certain types of
conflicts are peculiar to these three basic types of phenomena. (In the
period of the culmination of the building of socianlism, which we arc ex-
periencing now, the conflicts of socinlist socicty are dominant in the
society as a whole, and therefore this distinction is fully appliceble
here. At the some time, however, o society which is culminating the build-
ing of socialism experiences conflicts of the troansition period from capi-
talism to socialism.) " S

We believe that such a distinction of types of phenomeng and conflicts
in socialist society is a direct result of the doctrine of the Marxist-
Leninist clussics concerning socialism as the first phase of Communi sm,

. that it embraces complex sooinl reality and that it fully corresponds to
the political line of Communist porties in building socialism smd Communism,
(Our definition complctely conforms to the charncteristics of the "three
types of phenomena and conflicts" in our socinl reality, as presented by

© Comrade V. 8lavik in his report to the nntionwide ideological seminar of

. the KSC devoted to the significonce of the XXIst Congrcss of the CPSU.

Cf. Nove mysl, No 7, 1959, page 746.) ‘




_As the building and development of sociflism continue, (as they have
from the very beginning) the actual "sprouts”, cleménts, germs of Communism
begin to appear ond develop within socinlist relations, In them the Come
munist basis of social relations cppears in o new form exceeding the scope
of socinlism. The XXIst Congress of the CPSU devoted particular attention
to this problem and the leaders of our party Fook:a.clpar:position:on it.

~ Wie know, for example, that free educntion, medical carc, reorepntion,
income insurance, support for families with many children, the develop-
ment off cultural services, ond many:other ospects of. the life of a social-
ist society alrcody in some reépcots excced the boundaries. of the social-
{st distribution of goods acéording to work and approach the:Communist
principles of distribution. At thé XXIst Corgress of the CPSU N. 8., -
Khrushchev .called.all these elemonts a port of the systematic care of
society for each person from:birth to old age,,whigh”WilI‘grow as the
society progresses -toward -Comnunism. In the elements of this systematic
care the unity.of. interests of the socicty, the group, and the individusl -
reaches a direct expression; overcoming capitnlist pilfernge .(characteristic
for all_reldtionsuof,socialiSm):is-most-Sfffkihg'hnd'dlenfly.exprassed. It
is no chencc that this is rémarked on with astonishment by judicious and
unbinsed visitors from cnpitalist countrics. The CPSU and our party de~
mond that the germs of Communism be supported and developed with all effort
ond in proportion to conditions achieved. One cannot jump over stnges,:
nor forget thot the decisive principle for distribution under socinlism
is distribution nccording to work done, that the elements of distribution
according “to noed -can develop only the general basis of the complete appli-
cation of socialist principles. of reward; and ‘that their development does
not weaken, but rather. strengthens, ‘socialist distripution.. . -

"¢ are also lelgwiné—thc;principle'o?fdiétfibutidn nocording to the’ .
quantity, quality, snd social significanée of work in our mensures to in- -
orease the living stondard. This doés not deny the fact that in addition

to increasing real and nominal wages we iré devoting attuntion to the growth. .

of socianl consumption, which in itself carries increasing quantities.of -
certain ¢lements which will.develop fully in the Communist socicty. A
pumber of mensures which we tnke fall into tho scope of social policy.
However, these meosures will gradually grow into s unified system of disw-
tribution of moterial and culturel goods iW which there will be increasing
intertwining. of the care of soocicty as o whole for the needs of the worke- ..
ing man shd the elements of collcctivism'which are characteristic for tho
coming Communist socicty.. #11 of these ooncrdtejmeﬂsures are directed,

of course, in such & way that ih no’case will they weoken the principle

of material intorest™ (from J. Hondrych's discussion at the meeting of

the Central Committec, KSC, 45 March11959; Rude pravo llAMaroh 1959).

The elements of Commuﬁism dpply not only in distriﬂutiqn. Cur
society, like Soviet socicty, has recently laid concrcte foundations for
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development toword Communism in all fields of life: in technology, eco-
nomics, administration, culture, and the woy of life. Particular carc is
being devoted to the development of the entire system of . education from
the creches ond kindergerten up through the college-level. schools. 1In
this system the elements of Communism come sherply to the forej since they
are dealing with the preparation of the gencration which will live and work
in a Communist society.. The basically new solution of the relationship.
“between. theory and practice, the extroordinary incrense in the influence
of society on the training of the younger generation; and other features
of the tronsformation of the educational system in the USSR ond Czecho-
slovakia bear the stamp of training with Communlst methods for & Communist
future. :

The key question is, of course, thot of the germs of Communism in the
' ‘decisive area of human octivity, human work, particularly concerning the
Communist attitude toward work. Work under. Communi sm will be the first
requirement of people, -and Communist work in the precise sense of the word
is thus work performed consclentlously, without external requirement, work
on which material rewards does not depend, unpsid work. - (Unpaid because
the development of production and reward according to'need will eliminate
the necessity for precise monetory measurement of the individual's share
in the results of socinl work.) Thus Lenin understood Communist work in
connection with the "Subbotniki", Today we continunlly emphasize the
proper reword for work. Does this mean that in this area there are no
germs of Communism? ~ A closer look at socialist reality shows that it is
precisely on the general basis of paid, justly rewerded work, and not out-
side it, that a Communist attitude toward work develops. All careful and
“éxemplary work, every initiativée to improve work, eévery step toward in-
crensing personal skills directed toward Amproving the quality of work
contains to a greoter or lesser degree, more or less con801ent10usly, the
‘elements of unpaid Communist work. All of this requires a voluntary
incrense in social activity obove the everage level, which is not end con-
not always be directly rcwarded. Lot us remember the. fomiliar’ example of
Komsomol member. Valentina Gaganova whose promotion to- leadershlp of o lag=~
ging brigade even brought her a temporary loss of pay. The daily work of
hundreds of thousands of people proves that, together with material interest,
the motlve force is love for work, o conscientious attitude toward society.
This is quite evident in the hlghust monifestations of social, initiative
in production.' The brigades of Communist and socialist workers purposefully
emphas1zo e conscientious approach: to work and life. Similar features can
be found throughout socialist competition. In this connection little at-
tention is paid to such an outstanding menifestation of a Communist atti-
tude toward work as voluntary socinl-political ‘aotivity of the gigantio ’
snetive of the officials of pqrty, state, ond mass orgonizantions. All of
these are indications of the unobtrusive, quiet way in which & new Commun-
ist attitude toword work is being born of the initiative of the people. .
Even. though We are aware that the flnal solution of thlS problem will come
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only from the developmgnt of the matcrial technicwl bvse. 1.e., E: chﬂnge
in the actual production process, we bclicve that thé germs of a Communist
attitude toward .work are much more widely sprend than'would seem at first
glance, and that the -steady generalization and propngatlon of ‘this type

of germ of - Communlsm lags behind the true- state of a:f‘f‘a1rs.<‘,‘,'_w

Without racountlng more : of these phenomcna 1nvest1gat10n of the ele-
ments of Communism in their relationship to the prin01plcs of 'sociclism,
their support and development in turms ‘of ex1st1ng condltlons -~ particular-
ly the development of production -- is ‘o permdnent goal ‘of Communist theory
‘and proctice.’

P * ¥ ok G :
’ R

' But 8001a118t reiatlons are stlll not fully Communlst relations. The
lovel of production,»culture, and ‘awareness of ‘a SOciety utider socialism
_is such thot o Communist .attitude toward work ddes and ¢annot preva;l yet,
that work. for society must- be dccomplished through Work for the sclf
(whether for the individual or the group), ‘thet the’ genernl interest of
society must.be realized through the renlization’ of- indivzdual ond group
interests whlch are, of course, in a basic if not always consclous uni ty.
People arrive at the level of interest of’ society as o wholé not, directly
but through their. individual and group intcrests.’ Therefore, certaln
specific nonantagonlstlc conflicts are charactoristio of” soclallsm, con-
flicts which are directly connected .with this dialectio of" soc1a1 group,
ond ind1v1dual interests. :These conflicts are monifcstsd as "bQSlC differ-
ences" in socinl relations.  In socinlism there exist two® forms of ‘property,
ond two social classes: - workers:and farmers; there exists o basic dlffer-
ence between city end country, between -physical and mental work, the remn-
ants of 1nequa11ty in the distribution -of -goods;" socinlist goods prodyction
and the state, etc. These are -conflicts peculiar to socinlism and indis-
"‘pensible for the development of socinlism, Only by contlnually uncovering
and solving them con society develop toward Communism.

o "It is the custom to call those features whereby socialism differs
" from Communism a part of the "birthmarks™ of c~pitalism. But the XXIst
"Congress of the CPSU, on the example of distribution accordlng to work,
correotly pointed out the formal and external nature of the connection
bétween the principles of sogialism and ‘the” prlnciples of bourgecis or
petty-bourgeois cconomics. Essentinlly the pr1n01p1us of soclallsm are
quite different from the principles of Bourgeois society. If 'they are
opplied without subjcctive error their dcveIOpment not “only deces not block
the road to Communism but, on the contr“ry, thelr full development lends
to o dielectic triumph in Communlsm.r“

Socialism. develops and 1nd1V1dua1 aspects end featurcs of socialist
relations whioh initially aided the development of socicty become sntiquated
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ond begin to hinder development. This: happened in the USSR, for instance,
and in Czechoslovakin as well; with oertaln conerete forms of the oppli-
dation of group ownership, to the system of the munagement of productlcn
ond administration, and the distribution of goods anccording to work.
These aspects must, of course, be overcome in the development of socialism.
And primorily those forms, those aspects of sceinl relations which are
most closely connected with the past-are overcome: for example, the signi-
ficance of family garden plots in the cooperatives is dlmlnlshlng. Iif A
these antiquated aspects of social relations arc not limited in time, they
have o hampering effcct on the further development of suoialism.  And con-
versely, those aspects of socizlist relations which bring society to Com-
munism ore most developed: for examplo, the significance of the indivis-
ible funds on the cooperatives is 1ncrea81ng. The germs of Communism grow
from those aspects which are developed. : Nevertheless socinlist relations
as a whole remain ‘in force. For example, recent cheanges in the kolkhozes
in the USSR, .which as whole mean a certain readjustment of group ovmership,
ore not o direct external rejection of group ownership but rather the
duvelopment of the latter., By the full development. of oll its specific
qualltles (based  on group ownership) the peasants as a social class do not
hinder the development of the working class. The pensants rise to the
level of the working class until they become one under Communism. The
working class from the beginning is the leading class of progressive
development, roising the peasontry to-its level, while itself quali-
tatively chmging, until the two classes beceme one unified mass  of
workers in a Communist soclety

The 51tuat10n is similar in the resolution of rel\tlons between
physical and mental workers. The entire compaign surrounding the congress
of socialist culture, the recomstruction of éducation, and other recent
meqsures hag shown clearly that the cultural revolution is nne way to
resolve the conflicts of socialism, particularly the conflicts between
physical and mental work. Numerous recent experiences from the USSE and
Czuchoslovakia have destroyed the naive view of Communism o8 a- society
without physical work, without any division of labor. It has olso been
shown that the basic differences between physical and mental work will
not be overcome as o linear process of raising physioal workers to the
level of the intelligentsin., In actuality not only is the technical and
cultural level of physical workers raised to that of the intelligentsia,
but at the same. time and even more the 1nte111gentsiu is.roised to the
level of the leading class of our society -- the working class -- at
least as regards political and ideologicnl firmness, organization, o
dirceot relatlun to mqterlul productlnn ond pwrt101pat1on in it.

Thus it is- generally true that the full development of soclallst
relations connected with the timely suppression of their conservative
aspects is the best préparation for their tronsformation into Communist _
relations., (In this sectlon we have touched only on the complex question
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of the conflicts of sociallsm and their dlalectlc development. The ;
philosophicnl development of this problem is only beglnning and will cer-
tainly be the obgcct of furthor worlk. ) .

Y

.. * * %

, A socloty in whlch SOclalism has bcen bu11t does’ not contain only ‘
purely socislist.or Communist relgotions. ~ Of course, the cconomic bose of
copitalism ofid small-scale production is lacklng h¢re, nor are tho bour—'“
geoisie nnd pctty bourg901S1e present. oo : -

Howévor, bourve01s 1nf1uenoos from abro= d have direct and. indirect -
effocts on socialist soclety Furthermore, former ccpitalists ond: bour-
geois intellectunls. continue %o- 1ive ahd work within the" society on.a |
socinlist level -of development. - And the workers- themselves bring intc |
socialism bourgeoxs survivals in thlnklng ond - behav1or, bourg601s habitse '
411 of these 1nf1uenees strengthen one onother and. even dffuct the . think-
ing ond behavior of the younger generaotion which has grown up under sogial-
ism. All of this. expluins the existence of remnnnts of bourgeais thlnking
in the minds of people llving under ‘snoinlism. . Bourg901s survivnls in
thinking can and do appear in material reqllty as- bourge01s surviwals in
the behavior of the people., One must seek the cause of ‘mpnifestations of
bourgeois individualism, selfishness, lack of d1sclp11ne, bureaucrﬂcy,
anti-social behavior of individuals, nationalist and rellglous survivals,
all of which undoubtedly exist in a.socialist.:society, But in o socinlist”
society bourgeois surv1Va1s in the thinking” nnd behavior ‘of people cannot
‘grow into a system. They eannot threaten the: foundaticns of s001alism,
they cannot mwnlfest themsolves in the’ exp101tataon of mnn by non.

The - entlre foundatlon of 5001a113m faces thc reallzatiOn of the ob- *
jective possibility of beurgeols survivals in the behavior of people. If -
socinlist principles hvve been properly applied, if we. do not commit errors,
socialism progres31vely reduccs ond supprosses. bourge01s survivals in ‘the -
behavior of people. Thé basioe tool in the struggle ngainst bourgeois sur-
vivals, for Communist training of the massés, is the thorough. spplication
of socialist. pr1nc1ples in €11 fields of practice., It is in this conncotion
that the incorrectness of views- expressed in ‘recent discussions becomes
clear; these views affirmed that- certain prlnciples of gocinlism (e.g.,ai
the distribution of goods according to-work, the existence of the state)
necessarily evoke bourgeois survivals. ' These oplnions are, of course,
politically harmful since they lead to the effort to confine and weonken'
socialist rolations. ' They.are also theoretxcally wrong since they 81mp11fy
a true ‘complex relationship. Bourge01s survivals con naturally appear
only the first phase of Communlst society, - Only until socialist princi-
ples are applied can bourgeois survivals be a disturbﬁnce. ‘For. exanple
only in the first phase of Communism, in which persons are rewarded ag=-"
cording to work, con there be an effort to obtain more thon the individual

- 16 -




deserves for his work. -In.a Communist socicty rewarding work ndcording

to need this effort would be baseless and senseless. Other bourgeois
survivals. in socialist society are bourgecis obuses of soéialist princi-
ples. The door to these abuses is opened by subjective error’'in the
application of socialist principles. ~Only where sccialist principles

are applied incorrectly or carelessly can bourgeois survivals be stimulated).

- Socianlism is in‘ontagonistic confliet with bourgeois survivals and
influences. .This conflict.can be solved only by class struggle leading
to the liquiddtion of bourgeois survivals. Of,courée! there is a differ-
ence in-the forms and methods of the struggle waged by socialism against
the enemy activity of foreign agents, former capitaliste, -anti-sccial ele~
ments on the one hand and agesinst bourgeois survivals smong the workers
on the other., Wonetheless the struggle against bourgeois survivals omong
the workers is an important front of the class struggle. Not in vain did
Lenin advance the training in o new discipline as one of the tasks (forms)
of class struggle during the period of dictatorship of the proletariat
(V.I. Lenin, Writings, 30, pcges 90-92), not in vein did he emphasize so
much in connection with the "germs of Communism" the necessity for "victory
over carelessness, lack of discipline and petty-bourgscois selfishness,
over those habits which doomed copitalism has left in the worker and the
peasant™ (V. I. Lenin, Writings, 29, page 405),

The role of bourgeois influences gnd survivals in society must not
be exaggerated. Nor should it be ignored. An uncompromising class struggle
against them is the task of Communist theory and practice.

* ¥ ok

In the practical building of Communism it is extraordinarily im-
portant to distinguish the basio types of relations (confliots) of
socialist society since very different practical measures and methods of
solution depend on this distinction. At the same time one must see the
close, complex, and varied intertwining of these relati-ns. This is not.
a matter of chonce, for the regular forward movemont of socialist socicty
is concealed in this. The full application of socialist principles in the
timely rejection of antiquoted aspects of socialist relations lends to
‘overcoming bourgeois survivals ond to the ever richer development of the
elements of Communism within socialist relatioms. A proper evaluation of
the significance and function of individual tynes of social relations is
the key to understanding the dialectic development of a socialist society,
A Morxist analysis of the conflicts of sccialist gsociety is necessory if
the practical work of the party is to have o firm snd sure orientation.
This was expressed at the nationwide ideological seminor of the Central
Committee of the KSC on the significance of the XXIst Congress of the
CPSU; Comrade Slavik used the following words: '

- 17 -




"Therefore, in exomining any phenomenon, we must olways discover
those features which must be confined. and suppressed Teatures which
must be developed; in -the. awareness that their. development is the main
tendency of the phenomenon leadlng ultlmately to its disappearance, and
finnlly: features which will help us toword a more profound understnnding
. of the future reality of Communism® (Nove mysl, No.7, 1959, poge 747)

Only such -a procedurc will moke it possible for usto. orient ourselves
in complex concrete relotions, and will' permit us to mpke the proper con-
croete decisions as to what to support and what to fight, whut methods ond
forms of activity to choose. .The party organizatlons and all Communlsts
must master this ability and apply it in pract;ce in thelr partlcular area;
of WOrko . : R . L

5338 - - . ;- ... .-END =
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