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FOREWORD
‘Th{s'publication was prepareé 'under contract
by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE-
SEARCH SERVICE, a federal government organi-
zation esééblished "to service the translation
and research needs of the various government

departments,
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iy Jf , I.. Sociologieal Theor;es and Thelr Utillty

kY

Tradltlonal Objectlons to Social,,Political, and Economic Theorles A

The greater. part : of <the-public regards theorists .as" insufferable
bores. . This view,is. held -even by many :government officiels; Industrial-ij
ists, . financlers, and politicians, who- are carrying outywlth differlng 3
degrees of success. various functlons for soclety S R

They regard any.theory &s-suspect:because. it does not seem'to have o
practlcal applications and -because they do.not know:what use ‘they ‘could-- "
make of it in their professions or in the menagement of their affairs.
Moreover, .they reproach.theories .as: cdming after the events and explaln-

ing everythlng &, posteriori. . - e

These objections have now lost all valldlty in the fleld of pnysi-
cal sciences. Everyone knows.todsy that Einstein was..e men as important
hlstorlcally &s. Lenin, or -Churchill, and no one.denies. any longer the ‘
ENnoYwmous - materlal results of.his theorles and. of those. developed by his -
emulators and successors. The scientist is no longer, in the 'eyes of" the N
masses, the gentle intellectual,. ebsent-minded and unimportant, that he
formerly wes, .Todey.he is: eons1dered & meglieien with. diabolieal and un-
limited powers, which is another exaggeratlon. T

Publlc skeptlcism still. exists,: howeVer, wzth regard.to the’ human
sclences.. Polltlcalceconomy,‘paxtleularly, has:hed.a reslly- excessive
consumption of theorles, and there have been uncounteble difficulties:
and crises of all kinds which have sffected netions in direct contradic-
tion with the ideas of economists of the time, or st least, were never
predicted. The most noteworthy was the great erisis of 1929 to 1940 and
all the consequernces that followed it.

-




This, it seems, is well-deserved skepticism.

And yet, from Adam Smith to J. li. Keynes, no anelysis of the eco-
nomic, political, and social system has been incorrect with regard to
& limited period of history. The world of Malthus, the world of Marx,
the world of Lenin, have really existed et a particuler moment, end
~ there was at the time no better explanation of the events than the ex-
- planations put forward by them.

Even in our time, a large part of these old snalyses is still valid
and useful for explenation in special circumstances or’ in particuler
regions. It is only in their genersl aspects, too much adapted to their
particular period, that they have become out-of-dste.

. Moreover, they fit rather remarkably with one anotherQ

Smith, Ricardo, and Malthus contradict one another on certain points,
but on the whole they complete and explain one esnother if one is careful
to refer to the conditions of life of their time. '

Marx elso, in spite of appearance, does not contradict the economic
and social thought prior to his. His great innovation is especially to
have perceived that, in the last two or three centuries, economic evolu-
tion has not proceeded by cycles but has become irreversible.

His great error is te.have closed his system upon itself in making
‘himself the slave of some hypotheses that have been found to be week.

, “.Ali of his successors, Marxist'theofists or non-Marxists, have
enlarged their field of investigation in the measure the political, eco-
nomic, and socieal field has been extended. .

Merx has been, in a certain sense, the Newton of economics and

- sociology. The difference is that laws of human science study dynamic
variastions whereas those of physics establish - or attempt to establish
- inveriant relations. '

For matter that is moving, there must therefore be an adaptable

' theory.

If this condltion is not fulfilled, laws cen be made for phenomena
of the past. but 1t is not pos51ble to predlct what will happen in the
future.



This was seen by the great Communist theoriste: Lénin, Sta.lin a.nd
Meo Tse Tung, who heve-never hesitated to reinvent ‘Harxism by giv:t.ng it~
new interpretations correspondlng to the heeds of the socie‘eles :Ln thelr .

O:f course, “the real sclentlflc mind has 8 deflnlte distrust‘ of
"edaptable" theories, fearing they will become simply” “eléstic". It. is
necessary to take precautions against’ £his real aanger.

Ada.ptabllity of Human Scienees.

Wha.t should be changed in the theorles of human sciences‘?‘

Essentially they should be revised and .extended to permlt them 'l',o
absorb new facts a.nd to: explam the: transformatlons in the world '

‘I‘h:.s requ:.remént goes beyond those 1mposed on the theorn.es of
physics. -The- latter must also yield-to new facts, but the physical
world is-unéhanging.” Water under normal conditions, is alweys trans- .
formed into ice at zero degrees centigrade, and the different conditions
that can be crea’ced have def;nlte cha:ractenstics tha:b are: a.lways the
same. - G e e R

Relatlons 'bet’ween socla.l and economlc facts do not have this 1nvar1-
ability. - The ‘facts themselves are unique in a much deeper sense than
those of physical sciences. They are never exachly: comparable.:” Their -
complexity is too great and it -is h’ardly poss:.ble, in: our- t:.me to.. . T
imagine a ‘social or® econonﬁ.o _system that’ 1s completely closed Thn.s is: L
indeed & characterlstlc of the contemporary per:.od i S S

Compamson of Me.rx and Rostow perrm.ts us to understand better thls vty i
complex process of rev1smg theories is huden sclences -

Rostow genera.lizes Marx and his sucgessors. . He puts"thé’ni in aghee=- .. 1.~
ment with non-Marxist economists -such: as’ Keynes. To obtain this result,
he frees original’ Merxism from certain assumptions that have been shown.
to be wesk by the evolution of history. Marx, thus revised and cor— : R
rected, is stronger and less open %o -question, despite the views of ‘cer- .
tein modern Marxists who. consider. themsedves orthodox. . He Joins Smith,
Malthus, and others already reconsidered before h:un .end becomes a part
of the i‘oundatlons ff‘or modern . economc a.nd soclal theory 2K

This work of re—evolutlon shows wha‘c is the element of weakness in
a theory. This element is the sbuse of parelyzing assumptions that close
the theorist in the present and in a preconcelved view of the future.
What every theory necessarily neglects is man's inventive character, which
always upsets the esteblished order and through its unpredlctablllty
causes confusion to the most penetrating minds.
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' The human sciences draw their inspiration from life and reality,
but have difficulty in distinguishing between whet is teuporary and whet
is durable and permenent in humen events. Excessive attachment to what
18 temporary mekes them subject to ridicule with regard to what is per-
manent, and the: opposite is also true. : S

vHow can such a dilemms be avoided?

To succeed, it is necessary, from the béginningj t6 determine tﬁe.'
limits of the validity of assumptions. L L

This is what Rostow does very well.

He does not pretend to have laid the groundwork for & new political
economy or for a renewing of humen sciences. He simply sets forth s
theory as to the stages of growth of nations from the stage of under-
development to what we regard today as the stage of coumplete develop-
ment . : : : S

The scope of this theory is therefore quite limited es to time. It
applies only to the analysis of the first stage, that of trsditional
societies, up to the eighteenth century. Its validity and its reslity
continue to increase until the present time, and it is exactly the tool
that we need todsy. ‘

But in fifty years the process it describes will be completed, &t
least in its present forms. It will have been diverted in e new direc-
tion, or will be merged in & more vast Phenomenon that we do not under-
stand todey, although this phenomenon mey have begun already under our
eyes. We do not understand it for the seme reason that our parents
understood nothing of the evolution of colonisal societies, which was
beginning in their time.

" Rostow will therefore be revised and corrected one day, like his
predecessors. . o

_,Buf the work he has accomplished, in addition to its intérpreta-
tive value end its immediate uséfulness, provides an excellent lesson
of methodology in humen sciences and brings us nearer to the satisfac-

tory condition for establishing fundamentel rules for the explanstion
of human behavior - nauely, for the development of theories.
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III. The Congo P Soeiety in Trans:Ltion

The' Eundamentag. Dl stnrhanoe .
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I;E' we nse 'the tests of Rostow - the Congo eppears to be a.lready in |
the stage of a society in transition. )

- This becomes emden’c. at.once, when we. consn.der the. present situation.

The essentlel eharacterlstic of the present s:utuation is. that it
has ceased to be, s’catlc. The Congo has deflmtely entered on its evolu-
tion and noth:.ng can sto;p 'it. This is not the work of some progression-
_ists resolved. to:make. the country ‘mto a modern ne.tlon by an abetract
decree of the m:md e T U

On the contrary, it is the uneoncerted erd p,robably unforeseen re-
sult of a method of economic "explo:Ltation which was endeavoring to
reach its own objectives but has at. the same tlme achieved a number of -
others more or less compatible with the first. The reasoning of ‘our’
finenciers and industrielists has,. sas: usual“been too mechanical.: It
would have been perfect in a world o:f' automatons ; but. is far f‘rom per-
fect in a country inhabited by ﬁuman belngs. This is an old story that
has. already been,. observed. elsewhere; it was used by Merx himself in
constructmg his vision, of the world (e.l'though even Marx succombed to
the. mechanistic 11IUSION) v r ioveh - oc.ies woor oo o R

No society can evolve unless it is first placed in a ‘condition of
fundamental disequilibrium that it.is. trying to, overcome by readjustment.
And' the, evolution can proceed only. 1£ the read,;ustment fails. X7} re-esteb-
lish & stat:.c equ:.llbrlum, :f.‘or interna.l or external reasons.

I't is absolutely necessary here to und.erstand 'bhe difi‘erence be—-
tween historical evolution in a closed cycle and the other klnd which
does not turn -back on itself:and.never passes the same point. tw:n.ce
(‘bhe idea of the eycle has not thappeared froi contemporary history
but hes changed in character under the influence of technical progress)
The: first is.chgracteristic. of an economic, gystem where the means of
exlstence revolve contlnually around en. aarerage that. is alweys approx:.-
mately the seme. A society. sub,}eet to such A system is turning in a
circle and passes and repasses perlodically through vicissitudes of the

same kind. :

A cycle of this kind can be broken only by a new technical factor:
the introduction of continuel intellectual progress esnd all that results
from it. Tradition politicel disruptions:  replacement of a dynasty or
en empire, invasions, wars as they were known in antiquity or the middle
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ages, make no fundamentsl change in the historicsel situation. The condi-
tion of the people as a whole is not improved or made worse in a dureble
manner, since sgricultural production and the output of artisans are not
,.permanently affected

If the Belglans had brought to the Congo only a system of colonial-
. ist exploitation, they would have simply superimposed theuselves upon an
" existing economic and socisl regime without changing it profoundly. Upon
their eventual departure the country would return to its traditional
.state.

But‘this is.far from being the case, and the most extremist leaders
reelize that more is involved than & simple political question, that the
latter is only a preliminary step in a general transformation that is
much more vast and more far-reaching in its consequences.

Few persons, in Africa and in Europe, understand the profound nature
of the fundamentel disturbance that has occurred, but everyone sees
clearly that it has oceurred. This is what is expressed when speaking
of the Congo as an "underdeveloped country".

" Whet is meant by "underdeveloped country"?

The expression "underdeveloped” is frequently appearing in all the
newspapers, but what does it mean exactly?

An underdeveloped country is one that is so regarded by comparison
with the countries of BEurope and America that are economicelly and
socially advanced and are considered developed. In both cases, however,
it is a gquestion of a relative state

All developed countries have attained dlfferlng degrees of develop-
ment, and the underdeveloped countries are not all on the same level.
It is possible to find in the world all degrees of evolution, from
 primitive tribes, living by hunting and gathering wild fruits, to the
stete of advencement in the United States.

We must therefore try to find an objective measure of underdevelop-
ment.

As a swimary of the numerous studies made on the subject, we can
draw up the following comparative table of the characterlstlcs of under-

- developed countries and of developed countries:
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-PDPulat-ion -remsining Wore =

| ’Underdeveloped Countrles

at’ least 80% of the 1nhab-

.0 Jess sgesionary
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¢ high’ infent iortality rate

'after a very rapid increase, . ...

v *'-increase slowly

Dévelope& Countries

& rural” populatlon .repre-
» genting hot more than 18

to’ 30% of the tota.l

the population contlnues ‘t'.o

,'.. v

, low infent morbal.l'by rate

o e A

Economy

Average spén of life
short or very short

Subsistence economy,

‘..gather;.ng of wild fruits,
: ‘hunting, ggrlcﬂture, '

s i and extens:we .animal :

L -‘husbandry .

PerU.C’t:LOﬂ by

arblsans on & sma.ll scale

: No industry

No power iird&uc’t‘ibﬂ )

‘ ~44"1\Io roe.ds, railways, or

cana.ls

: . iMa.nual labox wﬁ;h low

» ‘~y1e1d.
"hours o

- 'Low prod.uctlv:.ty

Long workmg

Purchasing. power very
small and devoted solely
to essentisl needs

]

lous™ industr:.es of transfor-
) ma'bion s

' "A‘verage 1i:f‘e span attaining

60" 'years Or more .

D:Lsappearance of hunting exd
of- gatherlng of ‘wild: fruits.
High ‘yield from sgriculture

and animsl husbandry.

Highly developed production

by artisans

Existence of. basi¢ industry
(steel m,us) and of numer~

Numerous themal and hydro-

-"'-~:=elec*(:ric ' power plants

Highly developed transpor-
tation system

Highly mechanized produc-
tion with high yield.
Considersble reduction in
worklng hours cone

High productlvi*‘ﬁy‘ o
High purchasing power per-

mitting wide .range apd . - . .-
va:rlety of consumptlon ‘
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Econogz

Underdeveloped Countries

In generel, no economic
progress. Shortage of
supplies and occasionel
or periodic famines.

Developed Countries

Continual progress inter-
rupted by economic crises.
Attempts are made to con-
trol these crises

Socisl and

Political
- Conditions

 'Large peasant class

dominated by religious,
militery, or landholding
aristocracies

Close tribal solidarity -

- or solidarity between

people of the same
villege

Fanlly solidarity in
the broadest sense

Nonexistence of the

" second sector (masses of

urban workers)

Small numnerical importence
of the third sector

Wars between clans.
Wars of conquest

At What Stage is the Congo?

' Representative regimes

based on electoral sys-
tems and universsl suffrage

Individuslism

Grouping of individuals
sccording to their class
interests (trade unions)

or their religious,
philosophical and political
ideas (political parties)

Massive increase and then
stagnation of the prole-
tariet (urban industrial
workers, 30 to 35%)

Slow and continuel increase
of the third sector (admin-
istration, megistracy,
army, teaching profession,
artisans, leisure, tourism,
libéral professions, fine
arts) (tending to ettain
and exceed 50%)

International wars. Some-
times revolutions or
dictatorships

If the Congo is examined in the light of this small summery table,
the following observations can be made:
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From the point of V€Y of population, the Congo fifty yearsuago,
was a typical“undérdeveloped: country. -Todey; with 23% ‘of the inhebitte.
ants living id the-cities, . with & populatlon ‘that, has been 1ncr€as1ng
for several®yea¥s, with:an. 1nfant11e mortallty rate thét 18 st11E: hxgh
but declining, the Congo is 1littlé By 'little: abandon;ng its former -
character. = It ‘hes: started. on. the road to progress, but ‘has” trawelled
much less than half of the way e ,

NN

Fa .t

LR A AT &
.

.\-:.5,:, ».‘4 S e et
BT v

From the - p01nt of view of economic posltidn, the Cbngo presents ;
none of the characteristics of developed uountries, but the features
of underdevelopment remalning without any modification’ are rare

The" economy of subsastence 1s 1n retreat. - It. Jhas. not dlsappeared
everywhere and completely, but is cdmblning ncw t@ a certaan ‘extent. . -
with a beginning of a market economy; “dwe: o expgrt crqps grcwn by the PR
nasses’ of the peasants and on large plantations. B L

The beglnnings of indubtxy are’ ‘geeri’in. the clties End a modern ;
Congo artisan class is in the embryonlc stage in all parts ‘of the- counr w i
try. Of course the Congo has 10 hesvy industry.. The case of Ketanga ' . . .
is qpite kpecial. ' Mining of copper is for export enid ‘this pro&uctlon .
cennot serve to build a heavy industry In the Congo, at least not
directly 5

Important develoyments have taken place with regard to power . produc-,f'
tlon.ﬁw e

[T
' "1

Eleétrificatlon is stlll only‘partially accompllshed but enormeus -
progress has“been made in the lest ten years. . Power consumption:is far.
from spprosching that .of, developed eountries, hut is deflnitely -‘above.
that of many other underdevelope& countries. .

v The transportatmon gystem is one of the most prom1s1ng features of .
the present situation of the Congo. Whereas the lack of transportation
facilities ten years ego was pgralyzing economic development, the situa-
tion today is completely reversed ‘die to. the; eonstruction of the KMK
and of many new roads, and the efforts made to improve the Congo River..,
and its tributaries. N

Al of these developuents, however, have not been enough, on the
vhole, to raise output and productivity in a satisfactory menner. Conse-
quently, except for a privileged part of the urban population (office
employees, skilled workers), the great mass of the population disposes
of very small individual incomes; permitting the satisfsction of only
the most vital needs; end at tlmes there ig difficulty in meeting even
these needs. : : '




Although the country no longer has the scarcities of supplies and
famines formerly experienced, the whole of the economic picture. leads
us to class-the-COngo definitely among the underdeveloped countries.. .-

Social and poiitical éonditions in the countty corresponﬂ tolfhe:.
economic- situation.. : o , FRTE

Some features of the Congo of the future are beginning to be re-
vealed here and there. The workers are tending to form groups, not ac-
cording to ethnic origin, but according to their interests:. they are
forming trade unions. Political groups being formed show that.the
citizens are being regrouped according to their resctions to & new polit-
ical and social situation. "The politicel future of the cowntry, as it
continues to develop, will take sccount less and less of tribal appurte-
nences, .end more and more of the great human sttitudes toward progress.

Under lasbels conforming to the fashionable vocabulary, common to
everyone and going beyond the idea of independence, we shall see teking
form the three greast styles of thought of wodern man: extreie and revo-
lutionary progressionism, moderate progressionisim, and ultraconservetism
of the reactionaries. o L

Tribal éolidarity is losing ground slowly under our eyes, tb the -
edventage of national solidarity, more vegue, more abstract, but becom-
ing wore evident and having the future before it. ;

Likewise, the traditional aristocracies see their role diminishing,
and will undoubtedly see it further reduced in the future, because the
conditions that made their existence and action indispenseble are slowly
diseppearing under the pressure of modernizetion.

In brief,.the Congo, an underdeveloped country, has starfé& on the
roed to progress, under our eyes, without our having been aware of it in
the beginning. :

The control that men have over events is counterbalanced by the:
control that events have over men. Present political movements are a
resuly, predictable long ago, of the economic and social changes in the
country caused by the arrivel of the Belgians. It is a question of an
irreversible phenomenon not at all drematic in character if everyone
mekes the necessary effort to adapt themselves to the new situation and
to obtain the benefits it. is cepable of bringing to us. : :

5366




