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"INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

'"TVORBA' COMMENTS ON WARSAW PACT'S BUCHAREST PROPOSAL

Prague TVORBA in Czech No 52-53, 22 Dec 76 p 6 ‘

Zﬁiticle by Zdenek Horeni: "To Untangle the Knot of Disarmamenti?
Zféx£7 A New Foreign Policy Initiative of the Warsaw Pact States

As a result of the growing consumption of energy, in the next decade 36
countries in the world will possess enough fissionable material to produce
30 to 60 atomic bombs. These facts make it imperative to establish a more
effective system of international control, which must prevent further pro-
liferation of atomic weapons....

As a matter of fact, the above words should be in quotation marks. This
author borrowed them from a report delivered to a little-known conference
of 15 West European parties which was held on 5 and 6 November of this year
in Amsterdam and where the principal--so to say, the keynote--speech was
presented by Willy Brandt. To be quite precise, these are the words of

W. Brandt himself.

The facts mentioned by Brandt in a single little paragraph of his extensive
address in reality sound a far-reaching warning which we, the communists,
cannot endorse., This is a warning which, incidentally, was volced just a
few weeks before the political advisory committee of the Warsaw Pact,
meeting in Bucharest, addressed to all the participants of the Helsinki
Conference on European Security and Cooperation an appeal to take upon
themselves a contractual commitment that they will not be the first ones to
use gtomic arms against each other.

"The Govermment Will Study the Document™

Meanwhile, by authorization of the Bucharest meeting, Soviet diplomats sub-
mitted to the governments of the "Helsinki'" countries a proposal of such an
agreement, containing altogether about. 200 words.

--It presumes that no nuclear weapons will be used on land, sea, alr or in

space; this concerns not only the territories of the signatory states but
also their armed forces, wherever they may be stationed in the world.
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-=-As one of further joint actions, it is motivated by the purpose of strengthen-
ing mutual trust between states with different social systems, preventing
military confrontation and supporting disarmament.

--It excludes the use of nuclear weapons or the threat of their use in mutual
relations of the states; on the contrary, it supports the effort to reduce
the threat of nuclear war in Europe and all over the world.

As customary, the officials and functionaries who accepted the proposal of
the agreement limited themselves to the meaningless phrase that "their
government would study the document."

Thus a new, unusually important initiative in foreign policy developed; it
attempts to take just one little step, to offer just one partial solution
of an enormous problem; nevertheless, it undoubtedly may play a meaningful
role by creating trust--which is so necessary for the untangling of the knot
of disarmament.

An "Argument" of DIE PRESSE

In its reports from Bucharest, the British news agency--and it was not the
only one--put this initiative in quotation marks. This followed the line
of the good old cold-war custom to denigrate everything coming from the
Warsaw Pact and from the socialist countries in general. As a matter of
fact, 10 years ago bourgeois Jjournalists from the NATO states likewise put
in quotation marks the initiative of the Bucharest meeting of the Warsaw
Pact--the initiative calling for the convocation of a European conference
on security and cooperation. Now any schoolboy knows what has become of
those doubtcasting quotation marks.,

On the next day (28 November) the views of the commentator of the Viennese
bourgeois journal DIE PRESSE became even bolder when he lightheartedly
reported about this year's appeal by the political advisory committee that
it "belonged in the area of cheap propaganda." Certain "neutralists" from
Vienna seem to have such arrogant attitudes in their blood. However, one
thing in the aforementioned commentary of DIE PRESSE cannot be left
unmentioned--the statement that the proposal of the agreement allegedly must
be motivated by some "other reasons" than its real motives. Why? Supposedly
because the leaders of BEuropean countries whose commitment this concerns

"in their majority have never as much as laid eyes on any atomic bomb, not
to say that they would not be able to make any decislbns about its use."

The only "serious opponent" of the Soviet Union allegedly is the United
States, which already has signed numerous agreements on reduction of the
threat of nuclear war....

And that sure is quite an argument. It is an argument for the purpose
of shaking that great majority of European states which at this moment in
fact do not possess any nuclear weapons and therefore cannot make decisions



about their use. It is an argument coming at the most opportune moment to
the aid of the Atlantic Pact which finds the Bucharest appeal extremely
disagreeable, as appears from the meeting of the NATO ministers.

It cannot be denied that DIE PRESSE is quite insidious. To be sure, it is
published in a country that keeps on proclaiming itself one of the neutral
states and of which it is well known that it does not have any atomic weapons
at its disposal. The gentlemen from DIE PRESSE simply wish to put a bee in
Europe's bonnet: What's the use of an international agreement whereby states
commit themselves not to use a weapon in case of a conflict, a weapon which,
in fact, their leaders have not as much as "laid eyes on?"
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Does Austria Plan To Exploit the Moon?

The argument of DIE PRESSE, of course, cannot hold out against the hard
logic of facts for one moment.

International law recognizes numerous documents by which states obligate
themselves not to use one or another type of weapon that were not at their
disposal at the moment of the signing. For instance, several states in
the world jointly signed an agreement which excludes any military use of
the Moon (Agreement on Principles of Action of States in the Exploration
and Fxploitation of Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies).
Even those countries--the majority of signatories--which do not have any
space rockets capable of reaching the surface of the Moon and which are not
planning any such attempts have made such a commitment--among them Austria,
which ratified the agreement in 1968. And it is the same case with other
international documents--for instance, the pact on non-proliferatim of
nuclear arms. :

Today nuclear arms are not run-of-the-mill, widespread armaments. Today.

But what about tomorrow, what about the day after tomorrow, if mankind fails
to prevent the frenzied arms race from spreading? Even the Social Democrat
Brandt, at the aforementioned Amsterdam conference, stressed that within a
mere decade there may be, according to his statement, as many as 36 countries
capable of producing 30 to 60 atomic bombs; it also was Brandt who, face

to face with said facts, demanded that "a more effective system of inter-
national control be established!"--of course, a control that would prevent
other countries from producing nuclear bombs.

The Helsinki Commitment

By the way, the Bucharest declaration even focuses its attention on the
above problem. Its point of departure is that all states, without any
discrimination whatsoever, should have access to the use of nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes and that the situation which will thus develop demands
an effective international control pursuant to.the regulations of the
International Agency for Atomic Energy. At the same time, the political
advisory committee of the Warsaw Pact unanimously emphasized its support
for consolidation of administration for non-proliferation of nuclear arms.



The political advisory committee, however, did not limit itself to a mere
statement or warning. Motivated by an effort to take another effective step
toward eliminating the danger of a nuclear war, it proposed that a pact be
signed to help stake out an additional zone where nuclear weapons would be
prohibited.

As the Austrian DIE PRESSE points out, the Soviet Union has already concluded
several similar agreements with the United States.

--In 1971 the Agreement on Measures To Reduce the Threat of Nuclear War was
signed by the USSR and the United States, whereby both parties committed
themselves to, according to their judgment, further implement and improve
pertinent organizational and technical measures so as to prevent any
accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons.

--In 1973 the general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and the

U.S. president confirmed the Agreement on Prevention of Nuclear War, whereby
both countries obligated themselves to proceed so as to avoid military
confrontations and to prevent any outbreak of nuclear war against each other
and between either of them and other countries.

The multilateral commitment which the Warsaw Pact countries now propose to
all their partners in the Helsinki Conference should follow and further
develop this general effort.

In fact, this is an initiative pointing toward one of the specific ways to
realize the 35 countries' joint position confirmed in Helsinki by the Final
Act:

"The participating states recognize the interest of all of them in efforts
aimed at lessening military confrontation and promoting disarmament which
are designed to complement political detente in Europe and to strengthen
their security. They are convinced of the necessity to take effective
measures in these fields which by their scope and by their nature constitute
steps towards the ultimate achievement of general and complete disarmament
under strict and effective international control, and which should result

in strengthening peace and security throughout the world."

Tt is not useless to again remind certain people of these commitments.

What Is Concealed Behind the "Flexible Reprisal"

Mr Manfred Woerner,the speaker for the West German opposition on "lssues
of political defense," was among the first individuals to declare the
Bucharest initiative as "botally unacceptable." By neutralizing nuclear
arms, the core of the West's "deterrent potential" allegedly would be
crippled and "the balance of power shattered to the disadvantage of the
West."




Similar declarations torpedoing the proposal of the agreement also were made
early in December by other cold warriors.

And following this prologue, the NATO ministers issued a declaration on

9 and 10 December that the member countries of the pact "cannot renounce
the use of any means at their disposal for their defense' and cannot change
their doctrine of "flexible reprisal." As explained by THE CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE MONITOR, that doctrine proclaims that "NATO would reply to an
attack with conventional arms by graduated reprisal in the range from con-
ventional weapons to nuclear arms which, however, would only be the last
resort."

It is not difficult to decipher what is concealed under the camouflage of
such words: NATO is clinging tooth and nail to its fabulous aggressive
weapons, which it needs neither for defense nor as "deterrent" since the
NATO countries are not being threatened with a war by anybody. Certain
forces of world imperialism nevertheless link such arms with their futile
hopes for inflicting a destructive blow to the countries of world socialism.

The Most Timely, the Most Urgent Task of This Time

The struggle for nuclear arms limitation and ultimately, for their elimina-
tion from mankind's life represents a relatively new era in the struggle
for the security of Europe (and in fact, of the world).

The problem of European security is nothing new. It appeared neither today
nor yesterday. It was introduced on the agenda more than 60 years ago by
World War I. It reappeared in its full extent during the ascension of
Hitler's fascism and in the fierce battles of World War II, during which
more than 50 million persons perished. Mankind was convinced that it was
fighting the very last world war, and in 1945 it really seemed that reali-
zation of Europe's security was within reach. The cold war, the develop-
ment of the aggressive NATO pact and all that is connected with it blighted
such hopes like a frostbite.

The Helsinki Conference on European Security and Cooperation, which meant a
great victory of reason and political realism, again resurrected hopes for
peace in Europe. Thus, a perspective was created for turning the relaxa-
tion of international tensions-~-for which the socialist countries, among
them also Czechoslovakia, had been struggling for long years--into an unin-
terrupted as well as a more versatile and viable process in the interest

of all European nations, in the interest of establishing peace as a
constant factor.

At this time, however, the Warsaw Pact countries again called the attention
of all of Europe and of the world to the fact that it is scarcely possible
to build lasting peaceful life on heaps of weapons. The Bucharest declara-
tion unequivocally emphasized that the positive tendencies in the develop-
ment of international relations cannot be irreversible if the frenzied arms



race cannot be halted, if disarmament, especially nuclear disarmament, cannot
be achieved and if the threat of world war cannot be eliminated. The poli-
tical advisory committee of the Warsaw Pact described that task as the "most
timely and the most urgent task of the current era."

That was the reason for the urgency with which the Warsaw Pact in Bucharest
formulated its initiatives in international policy.

That is the reason for the urgency of one of the initiatives--the agreement
hinding the states not to be the first to use nuclear arms.

TLest We Later Have a Reason To Blame Ourselves....

DIE PRESSE wants to hoodwink its bourgeois readers that this is "cheap
propaganda.”" How many times has the world heard such remarks intended to
lull its consciousness, its peace struggle.

The struggle for peace, for disarmament is no "cheap propaganda." It is an
effort which, now more than ever before, bears in mind the hard-learned
lesson of the past. World Wars I and II were instigated by aggressive
forces in deep secrecy, under the guise of a number of fraudulent statements
concerning defensive objectives. In order to dull the nations' vigilance,
the enormous gpparatus of the reactionary, bourgeois press, an enormous
apparatus of cunning and purposeful misinformation, was used.

In the end, the nations saw the truth, but that was only after millions of
people has already perished. This cannot be permitted to happen for the
third time--in the century of nuclear arms, in the century of powerful
missiles capable of turning the deep military rear into the frontlines of
the battleground.

Late in November Leonid Brezhnev declared, in one of his speeches in
Bucharest stressing the necessity to intensify the disarmament effort:
"Let us proceed so that later not one of us will have a reason to blame
himself for not having done all that was possible."

That is the wisdom of a hard-learned lesson.

And in fact, that also is an answer to the cheap propaganda writers from
DIE PRESSE and elsewhere.

900k
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ATBANTIA

MINISTER DESCRIBES ACTIVITIES IN EDUCATION, CULTURE
Tirana BASHKIMI in Albanian 24 Dec 76 pp 1, 2

Zihterview with Tefta Cami, minister of education and culture: "The
Strengthening of the Ideological Content of All School Work Is the Funda-
"mental Aspect of the Enforcement of the Party's Policy for the Further
Revolutionization of Educatioq£7

Zfeg§7 Question: Comrade Minister, with what success are‘the workers on
the educational, cultural and physical-education front concluding the first
year of the Sixth Five-Year Plan?

Answer: The workers on the educational, cultural and physical-education
front, like all other workers in our country, being guided by the party and
having always as their compass the party directives and Comrade Enver Hoxha's
teachings, have mobilized themselves as never before to greet the seventh
party congress and the 35th anniversary of the party's founding with full
hands and heads held high.

In executing the decisions of the eighth plenum of the party Central
Committee in June of 1969, the decisions of the fourth plenum of the party
Central Committee and the teachings of Comrade Enver in his speech of

20 December 197l on literature and the arts, all-around efforts have been
made during this year by the teachers, pedagogs, culture and physical-
culture workers, by the mass organizations, the state and economic organs,
and so forth, which, under the leadership of the local party organizations,
have striven untiringly for the further revolutionization of the schools
so that all cultural, artistic, physical-culture and sports activities may
be pervaded by the Marxist-ILeninist ideology of our party. Our schools
are becoming more and more an inseparable part of the life of every worker
and a mighty anvil for the revolutionary class ammealing of the young
generation of Socialist Albania, where people not only learn but work and
exercise militarily, where skilled workers and soldiers loyal to the cause
of the party and the people, capable of building socialism and defending
the fatherland, are being trained.




In the whole educational and instructional process of our schools the main
stress has been on strengthening the Marxist-Leninist ideological pivot,

as directed by the eighth plenum of the party Central Committee, to the
effect that our new schools must be characterized first and foremost by

the giving of absolute priority in all school work to the Marxist-Leninist
ideological pivot, to Marxist-Leninist doctrine, to the all-around Marxist-
Leninist ideological and political education of the youth and of all workers
attending the schools; to their arming with Marxist-~Leninist theory, the
philosophy of dialectic and historical materialism, the ideology and policy
of our party and the teachings of Comrade Enver.

A good job has been done during this year in preparing the textbooks and

school programs on the basis of the soundest ideological and scientific
criteria so that they may respond better and faster to the vigor of the
construction of socialism in our country and reflect better the theoretical
thought of our party and Comrade Enver's teachings, the revolutionary practice
of socialist construction in Albania, the all-around fight of the Albanian Work-
gers- Party headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha against imperialism and modern revi-

sionism, their fierce-encirclemént and blockade against our country, and the
alien blemishes and remnants of liberalism, bureaucratism apd patriarchalism
in the consciences of our people. ' '

In the struggle and all-around effort that has been and is being made by all
educational cadres to harmonize as well as possible the three components

of our revolutionized schools--learning, productive work and physical

and military education--we have succeeded in tying the schools better to
life and production. Everyone is coming to realize more thoroughly the
revolutionary concept that the school is not a place where one studies to
get a diploma and occupy some comfortable job, but a place where skilled
workers and cooperativists are trained--the future bullders of our

socialist society and the able warriors for the defense of the socialist
fatherland.

Further achievements have also been recorded with regard to the massiviza-
tion of the schools. In socialist Albania one out of every three persons
is now sitting on school benches of all categories, with or without
separation from work. Education has become the property of the broad work-
ing masses, the workers and cooperativists, who zealously attend school
after work to increase their scientific and technical-vocational knowledge
and move soclalist production forward.

In the struggle to apply as well as possible the teachings of Comrade Enver
during his visits to the districts of Korce and Pogradec, that the younger
generation might be educated with a liking for working and living in the
country, the school youth has expressed a readiness to attend the secondary
agricultural schools not only in the country but in towns, since, as

Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, socialism is being built not only in the
towns and not only for the working class, but also in the country and for
the peasants. In the light of these teachings, 72 new secondary agricultural
schools have been opened throughout our country during this school year.




The grand successes which we are having in developing our popular instruction
are testimony to the great care shown by the party and Comrade Enver for our
new socialist schools, for the instruction of our new man and his equipment
with the maximum of ideopolitical and technical-scientific knowledge, and
for his elevation from the cultural side, with a sound materialistic dia-
lectic outlook on life and the world.

Another expression of the great and continual care of the party and Comrade
Enver is the all-around measures of an economic-financial character taken
by the party and govermment for school construction and cultural institu-
tions, to strengthen their material base, and so forth. On the basis of
the decision of the party Central Committee and the Council of Ministers of
the People's Republic of Albania adopted this year, the state has taken over
payment of the personnel of the houses of culture in the countryside as
well, in the centers of the enlarged farm cooperatives, and the investments
in the construction of rural schools and kindergartens, as well as of the
houses of culture in the centers of the farm cooperatives. This important
measure has given a new impetus to the great job being done in our country
under the leadership of the party for the instructional, cultural and social
development of our new socialist countryside.

Urban and rural cultural and artistic life have taken on a special vitality
during this jubilee year of the 35th anniversary of the founding of the
party. All cultural and artistic activity is reflecting the life and work
of the working masses with class tendentiousness, under the leadership of
the party and Comrade Enver; the revolutionary fervor of the masses, the
novements, initiatives and mass drives in the fields of education, produc-
tion and defense of the fatherland. Proletarian partisanship and the
national character have been strengthened in culture, literature and the
arts, and good qualitative results have been obtained on the ideo-artistic
level of all this creativity. Among the national activities--without
mentioning those carried on on the scale of a district, enterprise or farm
cooperative--we may cite the festival of the professional drama theaters,
the Albanian film week, the many performances by artist ensembles and
stages of the districts and the work and production centers on the eve of
the seventh party congress and during its transactions in Tirana. At the
national dramaturgy contest 148 dramas and comedies of one or more acts,
and so forth, and 70 scenarios for different films were presented. ILike-
wise worthy of mention are other cultural and artistic activities such as
the "May Decade™ éperlod of 10 days7'and the 15th song festival on radio-
television, which is being held just now; and so forth. The "New Albania
motion picture studio has prepared 1l new art films, 53 documentary films
and 26 newsreels. Altogether, 210 literary works and 171 political-social
works have been published. A notable success has been scored by the
national exposition of the representative arts devoted to the 35th anni-
versary of the founding of the party and its seventh congress, in which
378 authors presented LL5 works, with a sound ideo-artistic content. Such
expositions have also been opened in other districts of the country.




Many physical-culture and sports activities have been carried on on a national
scale, in the districts and localities. They have further annealed our .
workers physically and enhanced their proficiency in sports.

Question: The seventh party congress has also set many great tasks in the
fields of education, culture and physical culture. Where do you think the
most atbtention should be concentrated in the coming year in order to carry
out those tasks as well as possible?

Answer: At the seventh party congress, Comrade Enver declared: "Strengthen -
ing the ideological content of all school work is for the future, too, a
fundamental and most important aspect of the enforcement of the party's
policy of revolutionizing instruction." The performance of this party
task imposes many important tasks upon our schools, the government organs
in the districts :and localities, the educational institutions, the mass
organizations, teachers and pupils, students and pedagogs, and the family
itself. For this purpose, the Ministry of Education and Culture has pre-
pared a broad plan of prospective work detailing the tasks assigned to us
by the seventh party congress and defining the ways and means of attaining
that objective. This work begins with the preparation and qualitative
improvement of the textbooks and instruction programs, so that they may
have a sound ideological content and a high scientific level. There will
also be a notable turnaround in regard to the preparation of printed lec-
tures in order to give more aid to the students in the university and the
other higher institutes of our country in the accurate assimilation of
theoretical knowledge.

‘Another important task is the ideological and professional training of

teachers and pedagogs, since it is precisely they who will inculcate in
the pupils and students the materiglistic~-dialectic world view of every-
thing. Therefore, the main task for them remains the continual study,
programmed and with pencil in hand, of the party's documents and Comrade
Enver's Works, not simply for the sake of erudition, but to put them into
revolutionary practice, to teach them to pupils and students as well as
possible. Iikewise, they must tie themselves closer to the localities,
to the workers, to production, so that their knowledge may be placed in
the service of closer ties between the schools and our socialist life.

We have drafted a detailed program of work for the mass ideo-professional
qualification of the instructional cadres, which will begin to be put into
effect at once, in 1977. It is a task for the educational and cultural
sectors in the districts, the school directorates and the pedagogical
offices Z?ébinetg7 to concern themselves with following up this program
so as to insure the best possible ideo-professional training by teachers
and pedagogs. Thus it will be possible to have the most thorough assimi-
lation of Marxist-Leninist theory, and the best reflection, in the
instructional-educational process, of the theoretical thinking of our
party and the teachings of Comrade Enver, the experience in the socialist
construction of our country, which are the foundation of all work in
strengthening the ideological content in the schools and will serve to
strengthen the educating and forming role of our schools.
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One of the main tasks set by the seventh party congress for the schools and
for their further revolutionization in the present stage is~--as Comrade Enver
stressed in his report--the full and organic merging of the three components,
in content and in method, which complement one another. This task is set up
in order to achieve two great objectives: first, to give revolutionary
education and annealing to the young generation and, second, to raise the
quality of all work in the schools. To achieve this properly, there must,
first of all, be a correct understanding that the total and organic merger
of the three components is not merely a pedagogical matter, with which
only a few specialists need concern themselves, but a question of world
outlook, with which everyone--teachers, pupils and parents, government and
economic organs, and the mass organizations--must concern himself, under

the guidance of the local party organizations. We say this because we have
also rather large gaps precisely with regard to the ever better harmoniza-
tion of the three components. Therefore, in addition to other things, it

is necessary to study and generalize the good experience of the most out-
standing schools in the country, such as the secondary agricultural school
in Delvine, the 7 Nentori secondary industrial school in Tirana, and the
8-year schools in Sheper e Gjirokastres, the Figiri Kurti in Kavaje, the
20-Vjetori in Tirana, and so forth, as well as a good many other schools

in the districts, which likewise have rich experience in this respect.

Important tasks have emerged for the educational workers also with regard
to attracting and keeping intact the contingents of pupils in the 8-year
schools, with or without separation from work, and further expanding
secondary education, especially vocational; and in the lower vocational
schools and qualification courses for training skilled workers for the
various branches of the economy, especially for agriculture, the mines,
petroleum, geology, construction, reclamation work, and so forth.

The further revolutionization of our schools will also be promoted by the
many revolutionary movements and initiatives and mass drives which have
been and are being undertaken by the school and student youth to tie
instruction better to life. Also worthy of mention are the initiatives
lately launched in our schools to put into effect the historic decisions
of the seventh party congress and Comrade Enver's teachings at that
congress. Such are the initiatives of the young people in the Raqi Qirinxhi
Secondary School in Korce: '"Let us always be an assault detachment in
carrying on the class struggle. Let us keep ever kindled in our minds and
hearts the communist ideals and the revolutionary spirit"; that of the

7 Nentori Secondary Industrial School in Tirana: "Let us revolutionize
the school by teaching, working and exercising as if encircled"; as well
as a good many others, to live and work always in our beautiful socialist
countryside, become red commissars of light in the countryside and banner-
bearers for the enforcement of the decisions of the seventh party congress.

The seventh party congress has also set great tasks for the workers in cul-
ture, literature and art, so that these sectors may be pervaded from top
to bottom by the basic principles of socialist realism, proletarian
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partisanship, the popular spirit and the national physiognomy, and that our

artists and writers may militate for and follow step by step the revolutionary

transformations of the country. During the coming year creativity must be
increased, cultural and artistic activities in the towns and countryside
must be further intensified, and the number of new books published, of
literary works, music and representative art works, cinematographic produc-
tions, and so forth, should be increased, with special care being shown for
their sound ideological content. Similarly, more care should be shown for
deepening and broadening scientific research work in all sectors and links.
These studies and generalizatims will contribute to solving a good many
problems regarding the development of education, culture and physical cul-
ture in our country.

The physical-culture and sports workers, as the party teaches us, will take
greater care of the physical ammealing of the working masses, the further
development of physical culture and sports, always bearing in mind the need
to enhance them in quality as well as in extent.

We express complete confidence that the educational organs in the districts
and the localities, the educational, cultural and physical-culture workers,
under the guidance of the local party organs, will further perfect their
revolutionary method and style of work, deepen the class struggle in those
sectors and apply all their mental and physical energies to making a reality
of the great and important tasks set for us by the seventh party congress
and Comrade Enver's teachings, namely to further revolutionize instruction,
culture, art and physical culture, so that they may make an ever better
contribution to socialist construction and the defense of the fatherland.
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EAST GERMANY

RESEARCH DEVELOPMENTS IN MARXIST-LENINIST LINGUISTICS

Results of Joint Efforts
East Berlin SPEKTRUM in German Vol 7 No 12, Dec 76 pp 14-15
[Article by Prof Dr Guenter Feudel, director, Central Institute for

Linguistics: '"Successful Joint Effort of GDR Linguistic'" For related
article see JPRS 66216, 25 Nov 75, No 1163 of this series pages 14-18]

[Text] 1In many respects, the publication of "Theoretische Probleme der
Sprachwissenschaft" (Theoretical Problems of Linguistics) as volume 9 of
the series "Sprache und Gesellschaft" (Language and Society) amounts to a
landmark in the development of linguistics in the GDR.

For the first time under the authority of the Central Institute for Linguistics,
Marxist linguists from the various linguistics institutions, the Academy as
well as from university and technical school affairs and from public educa-
tion, came together for cooperative efforts and, in their collective en-
deavors, fulfilled an important assignment with which GDR linguistics had
been charged by the first central plan of social science research, 1971-

1975. They purposefully surmounted the former isolation and fragmentation

of individual philological investigations, that had been so characteristic

of linguistics down to most recent times, concentrated their efforts on
producing a central project, and literally pulled themselves together, through
arduous work, on behalf of common basic conceptions on important theoretical
- problems in linguistics.

In the course of the collective efforts on behalf of this work, not only

the barriers between the various philological disciplines, formerly seeming
insurmountable, were done away with, however, but a genuine interdisciplinary,
more or less close, collaboration with Marxist philosophers, psychologists,
sociologists and historians has been initiated. A smoothly flowing exchange
of scientific views with representatives of other Marxist-Leninist social
sciences has led in numerous areas to significantly deepening the presen-
tation and to integrating the linguistic problems within the general

social science context.




At the same time, the work on this project is leading to a revitalization

of scientific debate among GDR linguists to an extent that would have been
inconceivable as late as the late '60's. By means of a prepublication of
the book in five installments of LINGUISTISCHE STUDIEN DES ZISW (Linguistic
Studies of the Central Institute for‘Linguistics), one could make certain
that many individual problems, whole sections and chapters even, would come
under discussion in all linguistic institutions in our republic. The
positions taken, the critiques and recommendations, became qpbject of a
special working session held in honor of the 25th anniversary of our republic,
from 21 to 23 October 1974, in Sellin on the island of Ruegen, where again
all linguistic institutions and certain domains from the field of practical
affairs were represented. Through the broad discussion of the central prob-
lems, the work on the book has invelved a circle of linguists that is far
wider than that of the scientists who have established themselves as authors.
It may be said without exaggeration that the participation in the important
problems of the book thus became a concern of all Marxist scientists in our
republic.

These are all important factors for the development of linguistics in our
country. The most important aspect probably is, however, that the first
collective attempt is being undertaken in this book toward making a con-
tribution to the elaboration of basic Marxist-Leninist positions in lin-
guistics whereby to integrate linguistics with the Marxist-Leninist social
sciences. This is a configuration that might sound trivial to representatives
of other social science disciplines, as it is understood, for example, as

far as philosophers and economists are concerned, that genuine scientific
research is possible only on the foundation of dialectic and historical
materialism. But that was not quite so self-evident to many linguists up

to the most recent past. GDR linguistics in the '50's and '60's, due to

the need to catch up, which had been caused by the self-isolation of lin-
guistics in the fascist period, had more seriously endeavored to regain con-
‘tact with the international status of its problems. For most of our linguists,
however, that meant focusing on theories and methods of late bourgeois, logical
positivistic trends of a structuralistic mold reducing the complex and multi-
layered phenomenon of language in general to an abstract system, devoid of

all social relevance and self-contained, and oblivious to the social functions
of language. Ahistorism and demythologization spread in linguistics, and
party-mindedness and ideology were rated as incompatible with genuine scien-
tific endeavor. The important achievements of Soviet (and Russian) lin-
guistics, for all intents and purposes, remained unknown, not last because

of language difficulties. There were even then, of course, serious attempts
made by linguists at adopting Marxist positions. But they remained isolated
and without lasting consequence.

In the course of the work on the new project a turning point has been reached
in the situation of GDR linguistics. The book demonstrates that the linguists
in our republic are proceeding from Marxist-Leninist positions in the central
concerns of their science and are constantly trying to deepen them further.
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In the present work, distinguished by a thorough study of the founders of
Marxism-Leninism and by a careful exploitation of Soviet literature in this
field, the authors endeavor to treat central problems of linguistics from
the positions of dialectic and historical materialism. They include the
aspects of language as being socially conditioned and in its social function,
the relationship between language, consciousness and objéctive reality, that
between the structural and the functional aspects, the nature of language as
a system, its differentiating social quality and other important questioms.
Proceeding from the social nature of language, its functions in society are
dealt with, as well as the tasks linguistics receives from that, by use of
the example of public education. In the final analysis language is derived
from material activity. Both its immediate emergence and purpose derive
from its communicative function within the framework of the overall historic
life's processes of society. It is being demonstrated that the dialectic
unity between language and consciousness forms the premise for the social
functions of language and that, in the exploration of the Janguage system
the functional and structural aspects likewise have to be regarded as a
dialectic unity. It is also being shown that the system and functions of
language are subject to social differentiations and change and develop
historically. In this, the dialectic relation between variability and
development of language, on the one hand, and the inevitability of its own
nature, on the other, are determined by the social character of language.

At the end, by the use of the example of several languages, their connections
with history and with the organizational forms and interests of society are
examined in detail.

The authors seek to expand the subject field of linguistics considerably

and to show that linguistic problems also are tied in with basic philosophic
problems. It is being demonstrated that even though language has properties
that resemble the research subjects in the natural sciences, yet the coordi-
nation of language as a whole as well as the integration of nature and
society in our world image is a supremely ideological problem. This under-
scores that linguistics is a social science and its theoretical and methodo-
logical principles are subject to ideological debate. The purpose of the
book thus is to fulfill not only a theoretical task but an ideological task
as well. In the central issues of linguistic theory, the authors engage in
confrontation, pervaded by party-mindedness, with the various bourgeois
theories such as linguistic structuralism, neo-~Humboldtianism, bourgeois
sociolinguistics and so forth.

By no means are the authors raising the claim of having presented with

their book any all-inclusive Marxist-Leninist theory of language. They are
aware that many problems mentioned in the book require further discussion
and more thorough research. Yet they are hopeful of having provided by this
work not only an impetus to further Marxist foundations to be laid for
linguistics but also an important theoretical and ideological orientation
for college teachers, students, .the other teachers and, above and beyond
them, a broad public circle of people interested in language. Finally

they promise themselves that the publication of the book will revitalize

the scholarly debate and exchange of experiences in the sections of the
advanced schools and other language facilities as well as with representatlves
of related disciplines, which doubtless will significantly advance the
clarification of basic problems in linguistics.
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New Modern Dictionary
East Berlin SPEKTRUM in German Vol 7 No 12, Dec 76 pp 20-24

[Joachim Moerke interview with Prof Dr Guenter Feudel, director, Central
Institute for Linguistics; Dr Ruth Klappenbach, author of "Woerterbuch der
deutschen Gegenwartssprache" (Dictionary of Contemporary German); Dr Guenter
Kempcke and Dr Helene Malige-Klappenbach, editors]

[Text] [Question] Two events of importance to GDR linguistics came
together in 1961: The last installment of the German Dictionary (Deutsches
Woerterbuch) by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm came out and, at the same time,

the first two installments of the Dictionary of Contemporary German
(Woerterbuch der deutschen Gegenwartssprache) which is now reaching its
conclusion with its 56th and final installment. Was there something co-
incidental in this?

[Feudel] Had it been up to the Brothers Grimm, such a coincidence could
never have happened, for they intended to be finished with their project
within approximately one decade. Yet the enormous inventory of the German
vocabulary in the last 4 centuries still took 107 years and is now available
in 32 splendid volumes. It shows how lengthy and laborious such a project
is. The 5 1/2-voldime dictionary we are now talking about, edited by Dr.
Klappenbach and the late Wolfgang Steinitz, member of the Academy, took
approximately 25 years.

[Klappenbach] As far as we were concerned, we had scheduled the first two
installments of our dictionary to appear at that time not last because we
had wanted to come out with a special surprise for the then director of the
Institute, Theodor Frings, member of the Academy, for the 50th anniversary of
his doctorate.

[Question] How can one describe the Dictionary of Contemporary German and
how does it differ from Duden and from the German Dictionary of the Brothers
Grimm? '

[Kempcke] Our Dictionary is a dictionary of meanings recording the German
.vocabulary now in use, different 