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FEPORT OF THE ACT ?F’I""x"‘ (¥ THE STATE | Sfi ENGE COMTSSTION

DUFING 1959

L
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AThi. report was deliver d by comrade Ta Guang Buw, vice-

¥
4

chairmen nd genersl secretary of the Stabe Science Comalssion, ab

Pt

the g1 FcUmw"y 1559 neeting of 250 %ci ,J.sm and technicimms of

1t yf‘*‘c h Viet Nazm)

The Covermment Cownell dezided to set /éche State Sclence

Comission arcund the end of Novewber 1998. '('nwfi DY, 'Lu&
Gormies ;31' o8 had more ’t,h;m one yzar of sctivities .‘l‘o remwt on
the activities of the Gommdssion during 1959 ig to review its
setivities dmdng the past one year., This carries an important
s;.ﬁ,gﬁ'vi’iﬁ.:me»f; and in@éct on the contiﬁued Shszp:ingg of scilentific
activitios in our country. Since the end of Dnc\,mum* 1859, all
the Corx ritiess, Institdles, aﬁd sectors connectec‘z with the
Commission have been rveviewing thelr ao ,_vimam during 1959

and sec’ ing 2 thmmn for ‘i;héir activities in 1960. This
reporh aimed &% gaﬂ"xé-:.ing 211 the achi
a1l sectors H d presenting the Comnissicn's r*m“"ﬁ on lagb

yearts activities, and determining the mein direction for 1960;

o full translation of an article appearing in Tin Tuc




T,~~T08 PREMISE3 FOR THE REVIEW OF THE COMMISSION'S
ACTIVIﬁm.

1) As of the end of 1;58, the Decleions of tlre ll;ul’ Pa»‘ty
Central Corm;itteo Congress set forth the task of steppmg trp
Smeme and techuology work, considering "Sciente and Techrnolugy
as an indispensable condition in the building up of Socislism,¥
Based on the needs of the revolution, on the, ng-esm{: state of our

-selence »md technology worl, the Party has pointed cut the path
m:i'r@:apo gibility of Science in Viet Nam. The report to the
-"(3ovarmemz Counell on the setiing up of the State Sclence
Commiacion hiz8 mentioned the following main principles for
Tietnamets Science @

~=Seience must be put uwnder the leadership of the Party.

~~Theory must be linked to practice.

--Sclense et feliow the people!s path,

- =aSe.ance @St have plarming.

--We mst learn from the Soviet TUnion, China, and other
brotherly countries.

The report has also set forth the following immediate tasks

for Vietnamese Scienca:

-=fpplication o sclence and technology in the development
of production, socizl reform, im;mv.s’ment of peonlets material

and cuitur:zl 1life, in the servics of nationsl Qefense,
~=Popularization of stience and téchmlogy among the'masses.

-~ yrey of our land in all aspects: natural, social, econouic,
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and humar.

~uTreining of cadies.

The Coverrment Cruneil has alse decided the responsibility,
suthority, and organization of ihe State Science Commission.

These 2.6 the wost precious elements for an organization which

astumes such 2 bl and new resvonsibility like the Stale Sclence

sion. Dnrdng the past year, the Commiegsion hag beon relying

on the shove principles and respmiaibilitiraﬁ to determine the
divecbicn of Lbts activiitles, and st pressvh it will start ont Lronm
the gams nramises Lo review one year of work. ‘.

2) 1959 was the year our people scored many greal achicvenmts,
e socislist reform in 21l domaing: céaperétivimtic«n of agfia'aﬁmm,
coonerat ivization of handlerafts, reform of capitslist éu:td_ private-
ooerated induslyy and trade, has mede some basic steps forward. The
goononlie and cultural development hag also won greal sSuCCesscs.

Teultural and Endusirial production, basic construclion,

£
S

s o« 2Ll have made obvious progress.

feeldes, our people «id struggle hard to solve many great difficuliies
Lo attsin the above achievements, Every day the gibvabion of }mu:r:
countyy eonfronts sciezﬁéewin{:luding s0clnlogy, n;&tu%al ssiémes,

mmd Lechnology--with heavy, corerete, and urgrmnt ﬁ;s:‘éblefﬁ::s which

need te be solve in the interest of the revolubion,

A98C was also the year of great achievements in Soviel sclence,

rarticularly in space rockebry and pesceful vse of atomic energy.

Thess acklevements greatly encouraged cur pecple and scientific




© L and techrdczl cadres.

Tn yrviewing the 1959 activitiesv of the Comnmission, we cannot
separsbe she work of the Commission from the tasks  which confronted
science and Gechnology under specific circumstazmes;_ we ['cannot
sroarate the achicvements scored by the Comrission from the gemeral
eneg geored by our pennle during 1959, nor from the scientific

zotievements of the roclalist camp,

TY ,==TilE MATN AGTIVITIES OF THE STATE SCIENCE
(I SSTON DURING 1953,

On the basis of the direction and responsibility adopted byvthe
Farty and Government, at the start of 1959 The State Science
Comdssiem set forth some main asctivities which needed immediate
action, aimed at the following objectives: snaping up of the
orgmﬁaa‘oi:m, conecenvration of cadresg guid:»mce of ideological,
educaticnzl, and operational direction; 6rgam‘_zatiun of research
in urger’ mabters to serve production; organizstion of mass
movenants for science,

We now heg lesve Yo report on the main activlities of the
Comdssion during 1959,

1) Organization of Committees, Institutes, Units, aiming

ot prouping of cadre - and shaping wp different branches of sciences

Orgardzation of reszarch in urgent sciantific and techrologiecal

problems +o conbribute to the realization of the State plap,

In ite first meeting on December 18 1958, the Cormission



®

decided the formation of Commitless on Teclmology, Agriculibursl
cience, radicgl Science, Social and Basic Science, in oxder to

aseist the Cormission in the bullding up and guidanse of nmin

branches of Selence, Fach Comrdtlee can, accordin ‘ho the actual
gituntion, organize Institutss in direct reistion with the Comiss-

fov to serve as foundoblons for resesrch in the branches of Sdience

2 »

covered by the Commitiees, or each Commitiee can ‘avmmme« soeclal
Brlbs aimed o grouping scientific snd technicsl cadres of all
branches o plan the reseach in wrgent problems arising from the

realization: of the Blate plan, with the help of research services

dshries. Commitieess, Tnstitubes, and Units have been thus
organized in thls direction. The activities of the Comdtiees,

%, P 3

Insbitutes, and Units have been the most izporbant part of the
Commissionts work during the past year. Ale’lm«xmg is our renort on
the organizebion and activities of each Gommitiee with some
observati ong on Lts work,

A. The Cormitiee on Social Science.

Mret of all we would Like to report on the organization and

c of the Sceisl Science Branch.

Soeial Sclence hau been, 'j.z’ fact, glways in ewxistence, and
the Comadtbee for research in Litrmerature; History, end Geogrephy
was set up in the widst of the Resistance. Long ago, attention
has baen vvaﬂ to economlc research to serve the Resistance and
pullding up of Socizlism,

commaittee on Soclsl . Science wag set up imrediabely alter

W




the orpanization of the State Science Commigsion. A rumber of
Tretitutes and Units wore created aftem, rds, The History branch
han bosn separated fyom the Committee for research in Lit erature,
1iistory, and Geography, bto be ovganized into the Tnstitube of
Wisterical Shudies. After that , the Institute of Literary Stndies
and the Institute of Foonomie Studies were created. The Philosophy
Uit was formed in August 1959; the Law Unit was formed rooe:'ntly
while the Art, Wineation,and morary Science Units are taldng
shape, |

As regards organlzation:

-«The Tostituie of Historical Studies has six gections doing
research in conbemporary history, ancie 1+ history, archeology,
history < our capital city, ethnology, and world history.

-~fhe ingtitute o Literary Studiss has Units doing research
ins Ancient Literature, Contemporary Literature, Literature of
Wihnic Minorities, Foraign Literature, and Units for translating
Foreizn literature,

e Institute of Bocromic b?,udies has one Bureau of North
¥ictnan Nabional fconomy (divided into ) Units: agriculture,
industry, commerce and finance, and . mountainous area) plus
5 otﬁer research units, namely, Unit on Scuth Viétnam Economy,
U’x‘d‘t on Geography end Feonomy of Vietnam, Unid on History and
fronomic Thousht in Vietnam, Unit on Politleal Econong, and Unit
on World Sconony. in addition, there are the editorial staff of

the magasine “iconomic Research,® and the Document and Translalion



eneral ﬁmorme*e prevails in all res zearch
the majority of
instellations, particulariy orwng/mseam'x cadres vhose

i'«"’:

Az rvegards cadres, &

pmfessiomi and Harx-Lendnlat theoretical knowledge is still wesk,
Lack of experience in organtzation and research is due to the fact
that vur inetallations are newly estavlished. However, mmt makes
us happy 1S 'hhéji: our cadres, in general, do have an arg&emt
enthusiasy in rescarch. ALl Irsstit\itea .é:s’..‘\(’i Units have scored
remarkabia m sliminary successes

wThe Tastitute of Hlstorical St ndies hag been concenbrating
more on Conbenporary Hisbory, conducting further research on the
canlial 'i. " c:u* ss in Vietnam, and studying the national united
i'mzit s and hag come up with 2 norber of suggestions. Regarding
fneisnt History, it has studied the characteristics of feudallsm,
thve village syster, and sl avez*y regime in Vietnam, and the history
oi our capltal city. in t‘z:a translation field, it is about to
finish the publication of the book "Viet-Su Theng-Giam Cuong-Much
[Eighlights ord Patterns in Vietnamese Historg/s It has completed
the translabion of the boak "Bai Nam Thue Ime Tien Bien a Cuinh
Bien ® éﬁmt and Final ’Ex)imons of Great Vietnan Dynastic Almalfs]
and the nublication of the bool "Wiet Su LuscH [Gutline of
“\i’m%,‘mwnr:r@ His Lo:r*y/e Furthermore, many other problems have e
gtodied znd published in history researeh magazines or books such

as: The Fast after the October Revolution, The Vietnamese Working

class duing the Resl s‘oame, ghc,




weThe Tnotitute of Literary Studies has corpleted the
lation of the book UCormentaries on Literature" by Abramovitch,
the plan for reseafch and editing of the book 30 yeoars of Literary
History," the translation of the book "igue Trung Ky Sud’“?rison
Reeollectionsf by President Hop the Institube has p-riici vzted in the
ition of ,

prepay’  the book "anthology of Vietnamese Literaturs and Poetry®
4o be published by the Van Hoa [ﬁhﬂnnv@ Publishing House, commleted
the outlins of the book H7ietnamese Literature from 1858 to 1960
and gatherad & number of poems written in Chinu . characters by
some noted weiters during the same perlod; the Tustitute hos
'completmﬁ‘half of the draft of the book VWIiterary theories' and
translated the poems writben in Chinese charasvers by hguyea Tres.
In the field of 11n0u13u1cs, the Instltuxe h¢s ackled a minhe

£ problems in the Vietnarese language; the Institute has published
the magazine "Literary Ressarch®,

-=Derpite its being newly set up, the Instivute of Heonomic
Studies has sublished the beoks "(m the reform of cepltalist
snd privately operated industry and bommercé" and "The Coonerativiz-
siion of Agriculture! sent to Korea a repsrt on Vietnanese Economy;
cenbributed articles in the book on the industrial develoaw =it of
19 socialist countries released by the Institute of FEconomie Studies
of the Sovich Union, studied the 1957-58 economic crisis of the

and

caplitalist unridﬁ/v@portcd on the discussion on the theory of
% lue in the Soviet Uniony the Institute is making preparations

for the sublication of a book to commemorate the fifteenth



samiversary of the Democratic Beoublic of Vietnam, and the publicate
ion of the magegine Mico nomic Research.”

meo Philosonhy Unlt has written a number of articles for the

newsoasers, gathored docvments on the study of centradiction,

J W

proletarisn dlctatorship, armed and peaceful struggle, ebt. ...

e Unit hos orgenized aix talks on Poilesophy at the Stebe Sclience
Commission, and senb cadres to give lectures at ssc?:z.wisz min by the
Parby and ot Undversities. The Uit hes formed different groups
fe shudy Vietnamese vhiloscophy and to meke pres sarations for the
publication ve::i‘ the book Whe Teashing of Philosophy® to contribute
Lo the study of Prilososhy in Vietnag.

wsthe Law Unit has xm.dc e & plan for research and QOI)ﬁE;‘I’L‘b‘fE&'tEd :
narticnlarly on the hlstory of the formsbion of ovr Hablom.

wThe 1obrary Seience Undd nas met for the second tine. The

iveary has begun o collect books and magazineg on

fre Trabitutes and Units have participated in the drafting of

&

a two-venr research plan which has veen modified into the plan

and are prepsring & long range plan. This 1s the very
rirst *ime that they tackled such & provlem. They are all

a o

oxne Senced but 211 enthusiastic. Howsver, in pieking reseaych

.
"1

subiests, the Institutes and Undts stiil went toc far ab bines

and failed to coreentrates on mosh fmwortant and wrgend cned

mep inshance, the Institute of Literary Studies disci wcd xhr;

study of Arabian Literature wiile it is still undersbaffeds the

“ 4




Philosophy unit shouls heve sbudied the penetrablon of Harxism
into Vietnam , but it hed omitbed this question and wicked soms
other guestions of much less lmmor +ance.
Mairy defiencies were fornd in organizationzl leadership. The
Seocial
responsibilitisz of the Committee on/Science have not been clearly

definel dessite the fact that it has been egtablished a long time

tne of members of the Cozmittee have thelr own main

ago, Most
subies. The Gommittee hardly meb three times lately, end yeb all
fhe mei e could never show up because they 1, ‘_e too busy. Thus
we rust precisely determine the responsibilities of the Soeial
Seience Committee, increase its personnel, organmize units with the
examiaing

special function of  / the setivities of each branch such
as the unite to exsuine the activities of the economy, law, art,
1iterature, and liguistics branches, ele. 411 Institutes nzed to

rengbhen  thelr staff of lesding cadres, and inc:“éase particularly
the number of research cadres; it is necessary to set up in each
Tastitute 2 Stady Council to help the Dean in mpping out research
plans 25 well as in the selection znd evalﬁation of research works.
411 systems in the Institutes especially the system of research staff
and research students, the study and rest regimes, etc. need a lot
of attention so as to help the Instltutes to gYOW,

We @11 now report on the sctivities of the Natural s Science
Branch.
Be The Committes on Technology.

The Technology Committee was one of the first committees set up

10



o help the >tate Sei ezco Gommission to canc’entx-ate‘ research
pergormel to solve a rzzmz&ﬁar of technical problems in order to
timely serve the State plan in industry, cornznmication ma
tyansport, ‘and nagic construction.

Last year, the most lwmport et and m;bstmﬁ:.ny achievenent waa
that the Committee succeeded in the preliminary concentrarion uf
resegrch persornel, promoted thelr enthuslasm, and wnited them

o backle many onyoblems in technology. The Comrltiee has organised

5 special undbs: Const setion material, mechanics and mechanization
of labed emilation work, metallurgy, bechnical problemg in

tropical countries, and processing of sgricul tural products, ALl
mits heve determined thelr dutiss, activity program, division
of labor, and heve been caryyiug ou“b relatively mmth acbivities.
Many writs have scored subshantial achlevements such ag the
Metallu. ty Unit in its study of fahaf'b furnaces to produce casht
imn‘, crucible fnwnace%: in steel processing and cagting of
“iyon e2nd copoery the Construction Material Unit in its study of
limestone, soll, fireproof bricks, biles, ebe. Sowe Units have
engaged in systemgtic res sarch activities such as the Unit on
bechnical problems in tropical countries in ite study of moulds
and 4the methods of mainbsining opticel instroments. Bul many Units
still raied to concentrate its personnel and still have to face

cirficulties because of irrational distribution of laboy--the

L. . were .
it lesders and team leaders often overburdened mth worke
Apeey from the Units, the Commithee has contributed to the

’

11




Sntengification of research astivities in all Institutes under
divect conbtrol of the Ministries; these Institutes had scored

hievenents in their technological research

remarkaiiie «

activities sach as the Institute of Imdustrial Chemdstry in

on fertilizers snd mamure, insecticides, consiruct-
ion matorisl, procesaing of various types of cotton yarns,etc.
the Inriitute of Tesbing of Materisls vnder the Hinlstry of

Post ars Cownunication in ibs research on adhesive suhstances,
preservasion of wood, eto. .

&t the bepinving of 1959, ths Commitiea mapped out a research
Ap.“.x.a&k to sewve the three-year State plan and to prepare for a
long range plan.

The Commitbeet: research plan set forbth fifteen tasks

comprising elghty eight subject matters sporeved by the Cosmmities

in May 1959; the plan wes popularized in an organized marmer in
s number of Tnstitutes and Schools; it was successfully implement-
ed by zome special waits and groups. Not wach has been done aboub
the subisct matters mentioned, and f.ﬁie Commitiee did not as yet
have a good leadership to popularize the plan among our cadres
and worers in the units which cover the subjects seb forth in
the plaa,

| In som-lisnce with the instructiens of the Government Council
in Nove per 1959, the Comsditee revised the plan together with

other . Braaches. The revised list included geventy seven
]

svbjects of twelve different branches of technoclogye.

12



Tr 1959 end ab the begirming of 1960, the Committee had o
arganiped three big conferences gathering three or four hundred
Jdetepobes of ceubral snd local production enberprises, Instltubes,
and Schools. For ir-bance, the All-Forth Vietnam conference on
copper and cast fyon foundry in August 1559, had exchanged a

miner of exp

rlences, and used theories to analyne & rounber of
problems, ensbling everybody to undershand the need for coordinating
techpolepiesl koowledge with astusl production and its concrote

usefulness. After bhe confervence, all daba which had been

presented in the conference were revised and published for wide

L]

popularizaticn, ALl the conferance!s sxperiences and decisions
which had good effects on production, had helped all iﬁstalla:‘c.i@ns
immrove iron and copper foundry techrd.que, raise the quality of
final p wducts, decrvease the deterdoraticn proportion o 5%

(st the Hanoi mochine plant, and the Gla Lam rallroad industry),
increase produchivity {at the Gls Lam machive plant, the caﬁz@fﬂ;
plant, the Homgay fmmd:%y sub-plant), popularize the use of
cnthraclte to subsitute for eocke in processing cast ivon, Another
inshance was the conference on Adhesive Substances in Decerber
1959 which had exchanged 2 wrker of production expm*ﬁzm@és and
ma}g.mw resulis on the study of adhesive substances,
mmoamﬂu ovdinary c;emen%; and insoluble limestons, and discussed
to arrive et a mumber of observations reganding the development

of the shove adhesive substances and thelr uses. In Jamuary

1960, the Commiesion organized & conference to exchange views on

i3




the situabion and experiences on the handling and maintenance of

workere, =nd sersovnel of the clectric snd radiographic brauches

parbicipeted in this conference.
The organization of enlargsd conferences on technological
probler: at hand, in wnich research cadres as well as technlcians

'fm.:v;bici},::‘aedﬁ had a practical regesrch character as well as a
popular nature in exchanging expérience:—: on technnlogloal
Improvements; it had 2 good effect on the solvihg of difficult

was
problems in the pres:znt production and 2lso a good experience
of the Comrission.

Resides bilg conferences there were small meetings to exchange
experiences and practice on-~the~spot studl 25 on c;ru.cible furnaces,
shaft furnaces, mortar, clay, and tiles, etc. to contribute to our
instatlaticons a mmber of ideas concerning the constraction policy
and trchnological detalls,

Tirough all the big and suall conferences of many cadres

and workers and science, techrology cadres, the Commlttee

haf tuicon the lead in study. However, ii was not enough, and
the efnet wes still limited. The Cosmitbee should gradually try
to understand and grasp the technological situation in all branches

andt their shorteomings, to sst forth mottos and policies in time ,
and to conbribute tdeas to different i nistries whenever these

wnt to organize reccavch centers. In addition, the Commities
grovld concenbrate on building up gradually study installations

th



wnder its direct conbrol to go ”fawt‘zmr in vhe solution of
a few basic problems on mﬁhmlcgya

In ghoxt, .aas*‘ yeer the Technology Gommittes had rjcms &
nuber of activities, diminished the scattersd nabure e}:t‘ regearch,

gathered and unifiesd technelogical forces and linked technological

raseareh with - planming, showing thus its clear :mteant.mns of

gerving the peopla.
e The Co sl btae on Agricaltural Sclence

Tas Committee on Agriciultural Sclence begsn to operate from
Pebruary 1959. The Cormittee comprised leaders of the Ministry
of Agriculiure end Forestry, Water Consexvancy, the Metereologlesl
Bervice, the hmy Agriculbural Bursaw, and the Deputy Director
as well as the Chief of the Culbivebicn Service, Livestock |
Breeding, Veterinary, and Forestry, of the fgriculbure and
Forestry Institube, and the Dean of the Facul ty of Zoology of

the Unified University. |

The Comrdittes had seb p!’im £, specializing in Fertilizers,
and gath red a muber of research cad:ma of the Agriculture and
Foyestey Tnetitute, the Indus *h:h..&. Chemiebry Institube, -a;m
Local Industry Oiime, the Gadrsztral Service, the Gultiwticm
Service; the Army Apriculturdl Service, the State-Oporated
Collective Farm Office, the Faculty of Chemistry of the Unified
Undve ersity, the Bactariclegy and Parasitology Section of ’che

Fuoultfes of Yedicine and Pharmacy, and the Chewical Analgms

Secticn of the Polytechnic. Universitys
24

15




i’ne somiitlee is my;m,g preparations for the organizetion of
special Undts on Farm Implements and Agricultui-al Machines, the
} concenbration of Agriculture, Forestry, Water Conservancy, Industry,
Higher Eduesiion bm nebes , asnd Hachine plants to de;;fi with
research in Farm Imolements. '

The Committee haz gsbhered many branches to draft a plen to
gtndy Agricvitursl Science In order Lo Serve the three-year State
plan, iz inclvded elght tasks, thirty 'prél;alvémg, and 124 items
of study on Cuitivetion, Livestock Breeding, Vé‘berimar}; , Forestry,
Sea Produchs, Water Gooservancy, Mebeorology, Farm Im;.vle&mnts and
Agriculiural Macbines, and Basic Durveys. This plan is helng
revised in 1960 to bezome a more compact program of study; but in
1959 it had the effeet of leading sll research branchés to definite

probless, with well defined target; measures of Labor distribution
conc
znd cov dnchion and /re’ciza’nion of common principles of the
State Sclence Cormilesion on the policy of study of hgricoltural
Science, After the seding up of the plan, the Cormitiee constantly
surpervised the study of sll branches snd exchanged opinions on
such importent protiems as the intensification of orgénized
experiments in loc:l agriculturgl field, (fertilizers), the
expansion of the meteorological network, and the setting up of
local westher fovecast insballaticns, the coordination of irrigation
experimerts, the supervision of basiec surveys of all branches
relatsd to sgricvlture; the prevision of future organizations |

and tho sslcetion of studsmbs o study heredtby,seed selection,

16



vegebal physimlc:sggy, animal ph‘:gsiiﬂegy, water &nd soll conservation,
Jo addition to monthly weebtings ,‘ the Comnittee organized

talle shovt Lechnologloal .pﬁf‘Qf}léﬂﬂ.ﬁ hawing basie effents on

Agrieniiural Solence and x’elating te:; such other branches as

aprology, map maling, proviems of zoology velated to the Michurin

eriences in agrioultural westher forscasl, and the
direction in building up agriculiural weather forscast in Vietnam,
These btallks helped rssearch cadres of all brenches develop thelr

knowledge, wnlfy btheir thoughts, and clarify thelr aotivity

sysien,

After a year's activity, the fertilizer wnd® has coordinated
mary branches in its research work, developed the sources of
3’1“51"%::11.5&&% ; transformed and handled phosphorous, and beeterial
fertilizere, In Moverber 1559, the State Science Commission

, collaborated with the k*ﬁ.:r;ic—'stry of Agricvliture snd FQ:(“E&ET-I‘}’ toy
crranize a c«az'zi‘erez:éwa on ‘.t”'-‘efx*til.izers vhich primarily 5!3@9—3;’%%&
survey activities, e;v;pei"}mam:b@d the provessing and use of menure
throvghout North Vietnsm, and set forth wain taske to achieve
in 1960.

In «adition to the sbove schieverents and good points, the

Comtittes ales failed to meet the desdline on many counts, amd

has not il

1ed well many things. The Farm Irplement Undt
i# an esnential one that ought to have heen seb up ab the

begiondrny of 1999, bubt wes only estebllshed recently. As regards

provinet -1 teshnclogy comitiees, the Comniltee’s coordination




a3 not tight, end leadership was almos{ non existent. Thé
Matribution of responsibility acong Minlstries, and 'Lhe personnel
of the Conmitbee, was not clewr. Though the vork wae nob much
r
advanced, there was Csar that one organisstion might encroach on
pther snd this migh' hinder the attive nature of the operation.
I, The Committes on EBasle Science.

e Cuwmiibee on Baslc facierme wasg set U in March 1959, with

Solance Cemms wn bsu]d up and

she bast of b
lead £ branches of Solence, chiefly Hathematics, Hiysics,
Therd. et ry, Sonolegy, -aud Geogrephye
The Cemittee on Basic Sclience consists of branches serving
1s basez for Applied Science and Technology, and t}aer_cgfore it
mst be avarbe-gardigt in nature. Bot a2 e result of chscurantlsm
nf the “oench Trperdialisbs, it is very wesk and camot play this
ranguarc rois. Therofore,bthough our Basic Science force is &ill
iweal, the Cuommission had get up this Committee right at the
bepioning. |
"o Basic Sciencs Corwittee is divided into sub~commitiees
o Msthematlics, Fhysies, Chemistry, Zoology, &nd Geography.
e subecommittess are essentislly composed of University
“ecbiurers ot thase snbjects. Ths Committee on Basic Sci énce
haa determinzt the task of sll branches of Basice Sclence,
hich ecnsists in Lraindng very qzﬁe}:ly"and well many Basic
Beience cadres Lo build vp and develou insballations and forces

bf all branches and at the Same mm:» reghn the study of Science,



w baild op

R

wok on science torzinwlogy, the preparation

¢ of basic science books, the sclentific study and

3cience, ete, should

~ -

v review,the zebivities oBranized
7

Hrected, and reelised by the Basie Selenc Ca}‘mx.,imw had
siiected the following resulbst

3 X

of & book on scientific tersindlogy,

the mailn activity of the subw-oomnitbees in 15% 50w LG60

o

on the gpprove” of termipology used in Zoology, Hathena thv‘.a:,&

ang Phveics: the Committee began to operate since ‘t;m:a

Voverner, i each sube-copmittes had approved from 5 5 {:,u

*

crrdled whereas the stbecommittes on the sporoval

F seologicn) terminology began to eperate in January 19260, The

gt “Lm; & mast be carelwily done Lo guarantee

Productivity hus been increasing,but is sbill

'y gon o . ST e ™ is - PR 0 -
w3 nig brmnsiablion end b hooks on Bagie Solence, the
3 3

g g, ¥ - A mef L et g $
st Piaishing L3 weoks, but by the end of the year 18
wer firtshed while scother 33 are sbdll in progress, The

etion and btranslation of books we

ve relatively caveful,
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wloncerning popularization of Basic Science, cadres had
writben 1k books on the subjest, and wmany others on Applied

Selencc; they howve also atbtended meny Basic Science Pop uJ arizeation

1al Comped u’f.e
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Popularizabion of Pasie Selence, lu nextileular, the Commlitee
organils 4 mavy teiks on the question of theory and vedagogy
in Basle Scierce for University and Co 'Llege students,
wmConcorndng  sclentific re szareh, in June 1959 the Compltiee
nad gatheved plerms of all branches and finadly  fedmlated &

Rantc Science Researsh Fian for the yesrs 19 59-1960, 1ncludﬁng

definite
%0 items. This plern represenied d/ concapb of serving production,
wail

ond peoplets livelihond; howsver it [/ still scettered, unsystematic,
and lasked propoer concentration on essential problems of every
praveh which hed defindte influsnce on the building uwp of the
hranch,

Thovgh the volume of lectures and lessons had increased as
comparsd te lesh yeor, a number of wits of the Unified University
and tr o Facidby of Pedagogy had begun to realize the ressarch
progran il ret some rosults. Ln zoolerpy, we had done research

=2
it

on the culicidae mesquitees, the distribution and wode of life

of Pigl ab Ngol Thio {Yen Dag) and begun o study wndesruater life
N 5 5

P

st the Ho Tsy Leke: we haod sy corpleted the resecareh phas e on

ihe ife of birds my eoiwls ab Chine (Hoa Binh) in 1955, made

che first autmv 4 iv the study of e chysiology of snabas fish,
wyprines, and carpe. In chemisbry, we had syntheslzed

20



a paher of intermediary organic compound substances for use in

tre maring of hormone, oximg, artitoxin, and antiblotics.

g pp of the Rasle Solence Compdttes and its ope eration
in 195% nad o good effect  gathering cadre® of pasic branches

a5 the first step boward bul 1ding vp these branches. e Commitlaee
had conc-mbreted forces to caxYy out such realistic and necessary
arbivitica as the cmnu,lam on of Basic Science tarcwqumg;y.,M'E;‘ut
the furvher study to £ind out :—:e‘di.rectic»n and to build up each

1y eanoh of Rasic Soience could nob yebt be achieved. Sub-commtiees

f the Pagie Scisnce Commlites ghould have operated more in

Lrachion.

ol
o
o
m
£

B. The Cormittee on Medieine. '

e tbes on Hedicine of the bbate Acience Ccmum.‘l’tee

hed not ween officlally set up. Howeveryalongside The de‘o“elopmmt.
S0 the medical branch io all aspects, nedicsl research was
carvied onk sabisfactorily and had the effect of sbepping up

nreventive mediclue, medical trestment, production of drugs, and

training of cadves in the b ancii,
Tn Tune 195%,after the sething up of the State Sptence Commltbes,
he  Coaneil  on Techmology of the Ministry of Health was also

organizsl Ho gybstitute for the be ";mc.,at, adv 180Ty c,eunm?; o:‘r%’
the Mnistry, Inotllations like res seareh institutes, hos ;a vals,
and Laborotories had been elso c,ma(ef: to answer the evey growing
resds of cadres and the people.

In 1957, the Puhlic Sanmitation Tustitute was seb up and the

2%




Heslth branch was positively getting ready to build up a new T
research staff, Pore and more cadres were belng trained; many
newly graduated cadres were being gent to loczlities, ritral
greas, and mountainous regions, and the rank and file of
technical cadres was étrongly-reinforced. Scientific cadres
also began to switeh to the study of the lives and diseases of
the brovd magses of people and linked it wiiﬁﬁlébor production ,
popﬁlarizing Science in all strata of people. : 

~ Tharke to the progress of the Health branch in ideology,
'mmttosi wrganizaﬁion poliéy,,and cadres, the scientific
research content of the Health branch was more prosperous last
years |

branch
The ublic Sani@ation/began to set up scientific installations

for rudisiantsry measures in human . refuse; garbage, water, and
was working toward the care of workerst lives, thelr food, lodging,
jobs, pastime, teking 6ur country!s conditions into consideration.
Turough systematic suivey; we had céncrete data to determine the
origin and bad effects of social diseases to serve as a base for
study of accurate and effective means to fight these diseases,
Mauy'contagious diseases were discovered and analyzed, and thanks
to results gathered by the research on epidemies, microbes, and
viruses, and thanks to the production of vacclnes, we began to
have a plan to cure epidemies. We also collected aclentiflic

resulte on influenza, poliomyellitis, and other diseases,

. 22



The Trestment Specializabion branch had engaged in further °

study sud gathered a number of concrebe results, especially in
sargery;

The study and production‘ of drugs also had vemzrkable
schievenents, especially those based on the exploitation of
oy drmease nationsl resources; accé:r:mlishm:ants were alsc made
in the bebherment of drug quality. The Fharmacy branch begaﬁ »to
supply a number of new and necessary drugs to cure disesseS.

In short, in 1959, in all activitiessthe medical branch
nzd made mach effort in maeafch. But the coordination betwéen
the medical branch and *_bhe St%ft;e Science Ganmié&ion was not
tighth, and the fact that the Comnittée on Medicine has Jjust been
officially sel up, meant that there were dela,j* and bad effechs

on this coordination

2) Buitding wp a scientific research plan.

Tmmediately after ks esteblishment, the State Science
Uomrxissiah pwposed the building up of a sclentific research
plan for 195’9-1-1960; aiming at gethering in a unified plan all
jtems on realistic, sclemtific, and technical research destined
to sefve the reslization of tﬁe three-year State plan, The
puilding up of the sclentific research plan was an exbremely
new activity which we had hever done before, and for which the
gxperiences we gob  from China were o’nly‘ at the theoretical and

J
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principle level. However, since we realized that this was a very
important mebter, which helped us see clearly the whole technical

and sciemtdfic activitles in 411 branches, end detzrmine the

*

03

work to be done o step up the organization a2nd building up of
seientific research, and strongly push forward all sclentific
activities, the Com-ission boldly gathered technology cadres of
211 branches to wo 'k together with various Ministries, sectors,
production installations, to try to find out mat‘oers which deservesd
to be studied and devise means to re salize the research Wovk,
Various Ministries had built up graduslly sclentific research
plans, Commitiees had - 180 ga‘bhered research plans of all
Iﬁhist'zries, Tnstitutes, and related Schools to compile Cormrittees!
plzmsa ind finally, the Commission had collected all the
Commlthboss! scientific research plsns, and condensed them into

a common plen comorising 38 tasks and 275 research items. In June
1959, the standing committee of the omﬁssion met with the
Committees? chaiﬁlen seversl times to discuss metl.culuusly gbout
the plan's tasks and mobtos, the means to realize ik, and in the
first mecting at the beginning of rgusut 1959, the Commission also
discugsed and approved this plan, In Mid-November 1959, the
Government Council held a session to 1isten to the State Science
Gommission's report on the scientific research plan. The Couneil
praised the Comiission's activities, congratulated it on its

effort in gathering technelogy cadres and mgking a common ]



selentific reseavch plan for all the Stabe Scientific Grganizationd.
However, the Government Council also found that the plan
comrised 5o many vast research items, wiich could not be

realized within one or {.m ye&rs s ‘together with many items which
ere somewhat irrelevant to production and the needs of people*s
livelﬁmo&. Therefore, the Covernment Councll directed the State
Science Commission to correct these items and make a'scienti:ﬁ‘io '
resegrch plan wiich covld be carcied out in 1560,

The Commission's Commitbees made thelr owmn 1960 research plans
snd in February 1950, the Commission collected them and made an
cverall plan. | o

Though we encotntered many difficulties en;zci experienced many
shortcomings in the making of the scientific reseafich plan, our
adm which consisted in realizing a short term sci?,ntific plan ‘w

serve resl and obvious needs and to study at the same time, was
a ftmdrmzent 11y correct one. The maki ng of the rec*ﬁmt plan ha.d
been positively useful in activating our scientific policy,
gathering eadres, brying to understand the situation in all
technological anahes, uncovering,and stepning up t-hz, sﬁudy af,'
urgent problems, The Commission should base the plan on reh)ea,x'ch
experiences and implement the Govermment Councilts directy éa 7 |
on the early fulfilment of the plan making to poisitivelj
contribute to the realization of the 1960 State plan. -

At present, Comziibees are debaui.ng on the problems of 1
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purposs, needs, and content of the long term scientific plan, |
aiming 2t outlining main divections for scientific activity and
devising cesoatial mesns to insure the implementation of this;

the Commission gathers them together into one single b;bdy to
timely assimilate the su.ggesiions of the Soviet Academy of Sclence
Delegauion waich will ghortly come here to help us budld wp

selents ie activities,

3) On Dasic Survey.

Ab the outset, the State Scientific Commissilon considered the
basic suxvey of all natural ., soclal, and economic aspects of the
human being as an nrgent and important task. The Gomlssion
entrusted Mr. Ta Ouang Bun with the task of studying the setting
up of a Nature Survey Comrities, and the building up of a staff
agency for this purpose. In 1959, the Commission had studied the
situation &n Pasic Survey in all bronches, namely Geology, Agrology,
Forestry, Botany, Zoology, Metereology, and the Red River Survey,
ete. The Commission started to suxvey directly a number of items;
if{had for instance signed with the Chinese Technology Cormission
an agreement concerning the cooperation on the overall survey of
the Guif of Tonkin; in order to carry out this cooperation, it
set up the coastél region Unit and entrusted it with thé rd.sslon
of cooperating in this overall surveys; the Cormmission also helped
develop the topopraphical and map making branch, and contributed

A
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| ideas to the setbing up of the 'f@pogmph’i;cal end Map Making
Jeyvices wier the direct euthority of r}w Prime Ivﬁ-mister*g
office. Besides, the Commission entrusted a msher of ;z-adx'es in
‘ cherge of the Hature Survey brarcu@s, with the task of listening
‘ to reports on geological and agron«:;mi‘cal suULvey Se |
e vesr 1959 saw the growth in the Basgie Suweay:o.f a3
branches. 'I‘he coordination problems awmong _the— braﬂch%?sﬁ especi..ﬂiy
the problem 6f survey in srder to undershtand the general situnation
of natural resources, are still difficuld and cmszple}:, The B

Compission organized debates among corswade in shar"e- of Wature

£

»

Survey organizations to study the se ttmg_, up of a .’m, Survey
: Compittes and budld up an activity m‘o TN 'I‘hougl the Bagie
Survey Comrities hag mot yet been seb up, it is & ve‘ry ﬂrxxorwn‘r
and new problem and requires great axaﬁﬁ,nation on hc part of
the Party smd Government, The c:ommdps in charge of’ Bas io Swvay
branches alsoe started to coordinate thelr ac’&;ijities;.» A concrete
example is the fact that all natural survey orgemizatmx s h#r? |
pocled thelr efforts tr.\ draw the 1960 acti vib;y pmgram &nd bLi’Ld
up a long term survey plan. However, in view m the urgency of
the prospecting activity to grasp the natural resourceu sl bu‘.:bmn,
the tardiness in the eshablishing of the Dasic Survey Cnrmm’n‘c ee
_— is & matter of cm'mm, The Commissilon must utem up Jchc, estdhush--

ing of this Commitiee and sbrengthen its stdi‘. Rmeﬁ W1y wor%

the request of the State Seience Commi sslon, the f;avict Academy
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¥ of Science appointed comrade Ushenkov to help us on natural
survey activities and the Commission ‘Qrgam'_zed for 211 branches
to report aé*bivity gituation 4o him . With the comrade!s help we
will gather 21l information sbout the general eituation and puh

- forward furture directions on the substance of activities as
well as the bullding wp of orgemizations enabling the Nature
Surveys to serve as bases for ecommic zoning to make synthetical
use oi‘ navaral resovrces in Vietnam,

h) Tne Problem of Training Scientific Cadres,

In the report of the Government Council sbout the setting wp
of the Staie Science Ccmmission, thev’t‘,ask of traihing cadres was
considered as an immndiate as well as long tem targeb. The more
va a&vance in economi¢ recovery and technological development, the
wore ve can see that our greabest difficulty at preserit is the
lack of technology éadres both in number and qua.i;l.ty, and that
the creation of & rank and file of itechnology cadres of the working
class is a most urgent tesk. Jn 1559, under the Party Cemtral
Committeetls 1eadership, we had many important changes in the
conception of this task, and many new effoz'ts in the training of
technnldé;ical cadres, The nmunber of university students amounted
to 8,465 whereas highschool students pbered 18,300, In Tn 1960
and 1961, we will sand thousacnds of students abroad to study
in brotherly covntries. The Party Central Comdttee and Cocernment

Lha.ve ¢rganized many conferences to examine the cadre situation and 1]
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necessary means Lo strengthen the training of technology cadres, L

" In Yay 195";%3 the Commission mwet to hear reports on the px@blem of
past and present tmining of our technology cadres, mmd on our
soientific cadre situabion; “:i.t also heard reports sbout our
seC t1+’t§c cadre trainivg program in the coming years and discussed ~
about essential methods to gtep up the fc:mltioh of cadres. The
Compd.gsiont s ﬁtand.'i.ng cmww‘htm ziso had reported on éendingx
college students abroad and propaf-:ed that the Covermment quickly
inerease the muwber of these students and send them to the Sovieb
Union and other brotherly countries during this and the next year, '
The survey and stat:i.ﬁics of “bh* 13?1:2:11&%;-:1021 of technology cadres
. in Vietnam have also taken a Turther steép. In the preparation for
cooneration with the Delegation of the Soviet Academy of Science
which will cbme to heip ué, our Comrd.s fs on has worked together
with 21l branches to . strive to get hold of the situstion of
pchnmlogiaél poﬁen"t.j.alities in al? fields to report to the
x)elegation and win the f:»onet. help irn this important ma'bter.
As Tor other pz‘oblem% such as the divection of the tralmnp*
'theﬂhn slogy cadres s the plarrdng, training methods, the nurturing
of existing i‘orces, studylng the system of work mnd study, and
tregtment of techrology cadre.a , they are still great and unsolved
problems. In 1960, the State Seience Comrd.ssion should intensify
’t;heif participation in the solving of important seientific

SrODLEmS, . ‘ J




5) The Organization and Leadershio of the People!s Pechnologidal

Trprovenent lovement.

In 1959, together wi*h the greal changes in the soclalist
revolution moverent, the tecﬁnological jmprar ement, dnitiatives
and invention movement of the people steadily develoned, E.‘frer gince =
its establishment, the State Science Commission has concantrated
on the grest meaning of this movement. In its meeting of 16 January
1959, the Commigsion clearly resolved thst the stepping up of the
technologicsl improvement was a realistic means to assure the
rulfiiment of the three year plan, am the best method to build wp
national Science according to the people!s path and rational
mottes in relation to realities, The Comissidn quickly raiged the
problen of organization and leadership of the movement before
the 'Parby Central Conmittee and Government. Order number 105 of
the Prime Minister conceming nthe timely organization and
Jeadership of the movement for {echnological improvement, initistives
and inventions of the peodle®™ was & basic document showing the
meaning and use of the movement, the duties and concrsete tasks
to be spplied to step up thoe movement. This order has been
popularized in all branches, and levels, and has a definite use
in intensifying the movement. The Ministries! Technological Councils
nave started to assume the mission of leading the movement for
pechnologicel improvement, and the Ministry of Industry’s Council

has poblished thetInvention and Initiative! magazine. Based on the 1
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proposal. of the State Science Commission, the Prime Minlster's '1 ‘
Office resolved the setiing up of pr-év:‘moe technological committees
serving as organizations to help provinces start and lewd a
movenent fm'* technological improvement. Up to now, in 19 ci‘bi.ee
and towns, technologlcal committees have been set up, and they -
have callecte‘d a mumber of achievements and definite experiences
in reslizing the above tasks, In s few provintes, technological
comittees have . Creally beéome “the necessavy helping hand
of the Party' delegation . of the corvesponding level in leading local
teéhm}.ogical and geientific activities.
But we are at presant bewildered in the task of leading the

peopla's movement for te;:hmlogical im;;:roveaherit's.*"‘me cormunicat-
ion of the content of Order nurber 105-TTC¢ to all levels end
the masses of the people has not yeb been fully achieved to
enable everybody to organize and lead the movenent amd stiongly
activate the people's thinking. Concrete activities such as the
receiving, popularizing, recognizing, -and rewarding of initiatives
and inventions are still new ones vhich should be carefully studied
and carried oub. In a few industries, there have been cases of
improvement, but thepere not careful enough, and aimed at - |
solving only imediste difficulties, and thie might have long
and ddsastrous effects on valuable machines and equipment .,
Brenches at all levele are not yet able to understand the basic

principles of the leadership of the movement. The State Scieme
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Commission has not made up its mind to gather all forces to build A
up =n adequabte organization to exemine and lead the movement,
although it had f‘ne advantage of having tinely concelved its

duty vis-3-vis the movement. The State Science Commission has

not cooperated closely with related organizations such as the
Gentral Bawlation Committee, Labor Minisiry, and the General |
Gonfedration of Labor, etc. to study aims, policies, nake necessary
regulations, and concrete division of work in the realizgtion of
the leadership of the movement, Again the Commission has not
concentrated on the setting up, and building, of province
technological cormdttees; at present, they are having trouble

in deteymining their duties, organization, and operational methods,
The Commission hus nol gone deep gnough into the leadership of

the formation of these committees and their activities, In 1960,
the Commission shonld bry to overcone these shortcomings and
consider a leadership of the mfament of technological improvement
and the people's initiatives and inventions as one of its most
important‘duiies. |

6) Orga_nization of the Popularization of Science and Technology.

In 1959, the popularizat.i;on of Technology and Science had
made glant steps. Right from the outset, the Commdission had
intensively helped establish the activation ccmmittee of the
Central Association of Science and Technelogy Popularization,

vinieh had the duty of vnifying technology and sclence cadres who



volunteered to participate in the popularization of scientific
knowledge to the people, aiming at serving production, the people!
1ivelihood, end rational defense. The popvlarization of 'Science
and Yechnology F»ssocia‘tzions(}:m provinces had been érganize&.
Many other pfovinca:«- are getting ready to set uwp thelr own
associations, At the central and local levels » bhousands of
technology and zcience cadres'}zagi been par‘ciéibating in the
assoclations! organization and activitles. Thanks to them, the

popularization of ¥echnology and Scienmce had been expanded

both in depth and proportion,Msny phases of popularisation.

S

g

had been launched especiall:,j?:sn the vccasion of the Scviet sciemtifie

achievements,

-~ The phzase of exhibition of Atems for Peace had 260,000
visitors, and 31,000 peonle listening to the talks giVen
there. |

--The phase of talks on Soviet space rockets had been held
at various provinces with - an audiéncé of 'tens of thousands
of vpeople; the second space rocket talk was held in Hanol
L7 times, and attended by 42,000 people; the third space
rocket talk was held L0 times in Hanol and other cities, attended
by 30,000 peoples -

~~T2lks on Sclence had been held not only in Hanol and
other large cities, but also at many villages; not only at

meetings and big clubs, but also at all production installations,

[ _33 »
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ylants and factories, aund offices. Apart from greast subjects

yn Soviet Science, the talks also dealt with realistic problems
' medicine,

in production, public sanitation, preventive / industry,

md agriculture, Scientific populai‘izatioﬁ forms have also |

mltiplied, Besides talks, exhibitions, there have also been

scale model displays, magic lanterns, books, and magazines;

she smsll provinces have glso orgfaxrizéd - seientific exhibitions

such as those on space rockets in Hanam, and on rice plenting in

fadong, ctc. The wpopular Sclence" magazine of the Science

Popularization Association was published in October 1959 and won

“he enthusiastic welcome and support from the broad masses of

yur people, cadres, workers, and eivil servants. At present

the magazine has a circulaticn of 10,000 to 60,000 for

ssch issue; it has thus the second largest circulation among

x11 newspaners and magazi.n-es of our country. These preliminary

good results scored by the popularization of sclence proved

that the enthusiastic need for science and technology study

is ever growing intense among our people. On the other

rand our science and technologyvcadres of all branches and

levels have been showing an uﬁprecedented enthusiasm and ardor

tn the science popularization worke They gpent great efforts

sarticipating in the work without thinking of salaries, and

without minding the hardships involved. Party delegationé of

211 levels have also begun to concentrate on leadership in

.Bh.



'science popularization work. a

However, at present, the aCthltié’a of the Science Popularizat-
ion Assuciation are facing gifficultien, First of all are *bhe
difficulties in the program, plenning, and substence of
popularization mrk, the substance of popularization work should _
be aimed at r’ealisticall';ai?ng the sclentific and techmlogical N |
knowledge level of the masses, Serving px‘aﬁﬁbﬁibm and life, while
fem&ning close to the level of esch cbjective;‘fopuiarizatioﬁ

_work at present does much for cadresb only but a.‘l.most nothing
for the masses, Furthemo.r_e, shortage of means and cadres in
charge prevails vhile the lack of experiences in the organization
of sssociations exiots ab the centrsl as well as locsl levels,
particularly at distriet and enterprise installations. In ‘order‘
o overcomghese difﬁm:lties, ﬂz_a Comission needs to .help
the Association improve its leadsrship,map oul an acbivity
program, and concentrate its strength to real:.ze this progra.m.

7) Organization of Internahonal Rela’cions in Science. .

Since the establ:x.shmenb of the Stat@ Science Comission,
inffema.tional relations in Science began to develop. The State
Science Cormission has set up relations with the Acadenties of
Science of all gocialist countries, Last yes;r,‘ the Comnission
sent § delegations “sbroad to participate in international
conferences, to study or to gttend cprmnemrative celebrations;

the Commission has welcomed and signed agreements on the
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cooperation wi’oh China to carry out synthesized swrveys of the
Bulf of Torkin; the Commission has slaned an agreement on long
term cooperaticn and on the 1960 cooperation program with the
Hungarian Acadeny of Science. The Conmission has organized
many welcoming parties and conversations with delegations of
countyies which came to Vietnam for sightseeing purposes.
national relations did nol follow a definite pa‘g:tem sand were rather
 unstablesthe Commission had to cope with unexpected business and
' public relations, but gradmally a dgi‘inite pattern developed,
In the forseeable future, the Commission should build up and
realize a plan for international relations according to one of
the basic principles of our scientif:.c policy, snd that is, we
should be determined to learn from the Soviet Union, 'Ghina, and
brotherly countries to Bbep up the building of.Science and
Technology in Vietnam, and at the same time cooperate with,and
gather good experiences fromother c'ountrie's, especially
tropical countries of South East Asla. '

Following this direction, by the end of 1959, we had
achieve.d a very great and important task; our Party and
Government had asked the Soviet Union to glve us long range and
oversll help in building Science and Technology. The Soviet
Government had agreed to this, and by the beginning of March

1960, the Soviet Academy of Sclence will send a delegation 1
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to Vietnam to study  the exils{,ing gtate of owr Science and L
Technoldg;y, and make a long range aid plan. In K\Q‘ovember,1959

the Soviet Academy of Science had sent comrade Ushenkgv to_ i-:;alp

us survey national resources and at the same tme get ready for

the arrival of the delegation, The Commission shculd strive to -
activate the sp:.rit of learning f‘mm tl'e Sovmt Unian among cadres of
various branches of Science and Technology and make good

preparations for the welcoming of, and the c«;operabicn with s the
delegation of the Soviet Acadpmy of bcience; bpcause this is a

task which has a grea‘t meaning in thc build:x,ng up oi‘ :ac:e.ence and
Technology in Vietnan,

8) Ideoloalcal Leadership, bocmalist Science Pol:s.cy Teaching,

and Propaganda fov- the Activities of the Commission.

In its first meetings, the State Science Conm.ss:.on had reél::.zed
that the ideological leadersh:.p, the teaching cf sociallst
ideology and sc:.entlflc p«:lmcy, was the most important actwmty
in the t.as of bullding up our Science. |

In 1359, the mogt important fact xewardn.ng th:.s aﬂpeét waé
the study of sccialist reform in uraim.ng orgamzad by bhe Party
for all cadres, werlcers, and ¢ivil servants. This phase had & H
very good effect on the intellectuals, and Scmnce and Technology
cadres, for it had increased their undprste.ndinw, and their
revolutionary ardor, and developed their enthusiasm in buimmg

up Science. At the same time, in ass:.mllatmg the 1esson on




L

culbure and technology, they began to make a distinction between L
socialist and capitalist policies in Science, |

After its éstablishment, the Cormission had tried its best 1o
popularize our Sclence policy in' the meetings of Science and
Technology cadres of all branches, and in the . . newspapers and
magazines. The Agrieulture and Forestry branch for instancé used
the report of the Govermment Council on the setting; up of the
State Science Commission as a document for the training of Science
and Technology cadres. However, as the vconference held by the
Commission in March 1959 had remsrked, the popularization and
propaganda for the scientific °© : policy in general was slow
and unsysbematic, and the struggle against influences of bourgedis
scientific policy among Bcience and Technology cadres was not
very strong.

Since that day on, the greatest effort of the Commission on
the po-pularizati&n of scientific ectivitles and policies in
Viehnam was the publishing of the "Scientific Activity News®
magazine. This magazine was essentially informative :Ln
character. Apart from publishing news on the activities of the

State Science Gozzmxiésion, ahd Science and Technology organlzations

of our country, it had also the task of introducing the main

points of our policles, mothos, and tasks; introducing our
Scicse, and important problems of internalional and domestic

Seience, experiences in organization and Readership of Science
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™ of brotherly countries, Up to now, . the "Scientific Activity News" h
had published 7 issues. In rfenpral 1t had the positive cooperation
of many correspondexnts and the en‘ohus:.astlc smporft c::flman,,
Science and Teehnology cadres. At the begimung_g {4 was intended

*  to have a circulation of 1,500 copies of each issue, but now
the average circulation is 5,000 per issue, and some times 6,500,

. The "Sclentific Activity News® of the Gonﬁmlssion has also
been popularized sbroad, and has had very gocd ef::ecw on the
Vietnamese intellectuals there. They longed to know about the |
building uwp of Science in Vietnam, and they circulated the
magazine among thwi, and éomet.imes reprinted it vfo.rﬁ distribution.
The magazine is x-ea.lly an crganizatmn for propaganda and
activation of marny Seience and Tec‘zmlogy cadres to positively
parb:\.ci.pate in the bulldlngf of our Science according to socialist
policies, 8o, the State Science Comrm.ssion should strive to
strengthen its leadership in order to realize th:.s.

In addition to the “Scientific Activity News" magazine, the
Comrission has begun to concentrate on the publication of
scient:.fzc booka, but did not accomplish much. The Science
Puhlx.qhmg House is about 4o be seb up. |

The State Science Gom&sion should make more ‘efforts in

teaching the policy of Socialist Scienee to Science and
Techﬁolbgy cadrés. The majoi-i‘c;y of our cadres are willing to |

L approve of the policy of Sociaiist‘ Science, but thelir undefstamiing |
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' of the volicy and concept of Socialisl Science was still limited

and the. struggle against the influences of capitalistic concepts
in scientific activities was not strong. The Cormissioz'; shiould
work more in the pRopaganda and pépularization of scientific
policy among the masses of the pecple, and transform the base
for the movement of "building up Science and Technology by the
entire nation,® and ®atiacking the scientific fortre.s.s by the
entire nation," into a most indispensable campaign for the
building up of Socialism.

pnother important task of the Comnmission is to participate
in 't,hg struggle for reunificatlon of our country. In gatheding
experiences from brotherly countries, the Commission has realized
that the struggle to establish sclentific relations between
North and South Vietnam is a very good basis for the winning
over of our South Vietnam conp;triots especially the South
Vietnamse intellectuals. In 1959, comrades in the Commission as
well as Science and Technology cadres had talked to our South
Vietnam conréatriots many times about all aspects of Science and
Technology activities of the North and those of the State
Science Commission. |

But in participabing in the strugrle for reunification, the
Comrd.gsion has encountered many short_comings: It has noi

fully understood the situation of Science and Technology

activities of the South; it has not made any concrete plan in
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the - struggle for rewnification, and studied the division of
labor among scientific branches and organizations, and assigned
to each one a concrete task, In the near future,the Contiriesion
should make great efforts in this problem, and should have
speciaiized organizations,

9) Building Up of Organizations helping the Commiasion,

and Supply of Necessar:,r Meana +o help Scientific Ref-‘ea.rnh.

- To carry oub the above tasks, the Commission had concentrated
on orgaxizing offices to help it. Although it met with many ‘
difficulties becanse of the lack o.f‘.cad.res and deficiency in

experiences on sebting up scientific organizations, the -

Commission began o0 work for itz own organization, lét the outset,

The Gomﬁiseﬁbn's?acretaxiat compri.sed ‘the offices of
different comuittees, the bureau of planming, basic survey,
translation, equipment, cadre organization, internationai‘
relations, technological iprovement; administration, and
finance, The Party Central Gomittéé had supplied the Commission
with good and qualified cadres, but up to now the machinery
he}ping the Commission is still wesks staff members and the
Seience 1library still need many cadres having a good - N
scientific level and research potentialitles. The subdivisions
of the Cormisgsion mostly have a few cadres to temporarlly begin
a number of urgent businesses, The Comission‘s machinery should

and
be reinforced, together with leading, reseamh,/adnﬁnistrat:ve

1

.. .
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personnel cadres, in order to gradually gain the + adequate
capacity to  fulfill the daily,growing task and speedy
expansxon of the Commissior. As regard organization and wori
procedure inside the machinery, the Commission needs to do
further research and improvement. |

The State Science Commission has begun to tackle;the problem
of insnring necessary means for .. scientific research work;

the sitnation

11 has made preliminary steps in - understandingfof research
machines ard equipment of all research installations inside
the country, and the present situation of the supply mechanism.
The Commission has particularly been pursuing the realization
of a Central Science Library built up on the old foundations
of the "Hoole Frangaise de 1t'Extréne Orient" [French Faxtastern
Besearch Institute/ aiming at supply/%ooks, magazines, and
documents for research activities of all scientific branches.
The concentration of oﬁr'potentialities to build up a Science
Iibrary which is relatively well supplied with science books and '
magazines of all countries, is a very important factor in the
building of Science in x Vietnam. Therefore, despite numberless

gifficulties, the Cormission will exert effort to do this.

III. GENFRAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE ACTIVITIES OF
T STATE SCTENCE COMMISSION DURING 1959 -

We have just reported on the main activities of the State
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r Science Commission during the past year, from the day it was
established to the ﬁr&sent, and preéented our remarks on each
fielé of aétiviti.es‘ Following are some genersl observations
on the Commission's activities during the same periéd under

- review. |

In general we can see that last year the Cbmfxission
accomplished many things and Scorgd a mmber 6f preliminary
achievements in the building up of scientific work, Our
achievements wore as follows: . '

| 1) We have succ-essfuily built up a policy, set forth a
motto and direction for the scientific 'work, anci set forth
some great tasks to 'be'réaiized. The determination bf onlicy
for the work is rather a very mq)oz'ba,nt achlievement,

'2)We have successfully - set up the State Science Comrﬁ.ssion,
made first steps in building Iup its machinery, : committees,
and units, plus a number of research installations,
subdivisional organs, and an Association for the propagation
of Science, etec. Apart from the Comiséion's activities in
the above organizations, we have grouped thousands of Sclence
and Techndlogy cadres of all branches, giving thus an -
organizational structure and  direction to our scientii‘:i.c and

’ teghnological potentialities. ‘ | _
3) We have endeavored t0 map out 2 scientific research plang

we have succeeded to draw up a resesrch plan for 1959-1960, and 1
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r a research program for 1960. lLespite deficiencies in these plans, i
they have enabled to make first steps in the discovery of imporbant
research tasks which require the concentration of our péwer to
solve.

}}) A number of activities related to the search for and
collsction of documents, and the study of t.hé applicgtion of
rondensed experiences led by the Comtl'ssion, have had preliminary
good results exerting a good effect on the improvement of production
technique and development of production.

5) The propagation of Science to serve production and
people's livelihood has also scored some preliminary achievements,

Despite their prelindnary nature, 81l the above~-mentioned
achievenents constitute a new victory to us. The establishment of
the Stote Science Commission itself is also an effort and victory,

a timely and correct poiicy of the Party and Government.

We need to realize clearly the origin of the above achievements,

1) The direction and potto which we assign to our scientific
work is basically correct. This is a great advantage to the
activities of the Commission,and thanks to this the Commission did
good work, though it was an entirely new one,

2) Another advantage was the enthusiastic support and positive
participation of many gcience and technology cadres in the Commission's
activities.Almost all cadres of all branches were gatheréd around.

L the State Science Commission's activtity branches. Though their 1

i
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scientific knowledge and their number were limited, most Science |
va.nd Technology cadres were very enthﬁsiastic about the bﬁilding
up of Science. In spite of the fact that many problems {suéh as
the organizational principles, means of operatidn, cooperation,
and tremtment system, etc. could not be solved, our people went
on participating positively in the Commissionts work and did not
shrirk before di:fi‘lcultles, time shortage, and lack of facilities.
I would like to avail myse’.lf of t.hts opporbum ’py to propose to

the Commission to pralse the warm support and positive
contribution of Science‘ and .Téchnolqu cadres of all branches to
the Comission's activities in 1959.

3) 'mp peoplets ardent support of and ‘c.he needs thr-\,r zequired
from, the State Science Commission, constituted also a great
advantage. Since its 'establishmenf, the Gommission has received
thousands of letters from compatriots of all walks of life,
expressing thekr belief in, and praising, the Commission, putting
forward their proposals, suggeatioﬁs, feqﬁests,' and also very
realistic critlciems and opinions, Many compatriots asked the
Comnission +0 consider the certification of thelr own inventions,
The talks on the popwlarization of Science, the sclentific
'exhibit:i.ons and publications have also meﬁ with 'vﬂ.despread support.

i) Finally, we should talk about the positive help of
brotherly countries, especially the Soviet Union and China. Our

brotherly countries have all a well developed Science, and the |
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Soviet Union is the world top leader in Science. We had benefited L

from their ammrienceo , especially from their scientific policy.
Our brotherly countries have also positively sent us booka,
newspapers, magazines, scientific documents and technicians

to help us. We should realize that this is a great advantage for
our Science and Technology development.

Mongside the gbove achievements, ‘the Commission .has also met

with many difi‘icultiés and deficiencies in its activities; it has
alsc committed many shortcomings.

The _lg_i;gg:est deficiencles in the Conmission's activities are

as follows:

1) Our Science at present is still backward and lacks a great
deai of cadres. Under these circumstances, the Comrdsslon has
encountered many difficulties in the building up, and betterment,
of its machinery as well as the 'se’c.ting up scientific installations,

and the realiszation of research tasks. This  is a long temm
deficlency which the Commission should strive to overcome,

2) it présent, the lack of experience in the organization and
leadership of Science is also an important deficiency. The task
assigned to the Commission by. the PaRbty and Government is very
Leavy and new. The Commission has Just begun to study the situation
of our Science and gather experiences from our brotherly countries,
determine the work to do, and opganizations to build up tn order

to begin the realization of this task. Now, in the Commission?s

L6
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sctivities and organizations, there are still great problems A
dich have not been studied such as the organization of new
scientific research instaﬁations, techhalcgy leadership, and
nanagement,etc, The pattern of work of the Commission and the
pelationships between other goveﬁmaht organizations and the
Sommission itsell have not been concretely debermined. Thus, in
a1l activities, especially in organizambnaf?éiatters, the
Comission has meb with trouble, and this situgtion should be
studied positively in order to find a solution.

3) Another impordant deficiency is the eituation of the
Commission's organization and affiliated services. In the State
Science Commission theve are at present representatives of
almos’o all Ministries and branches. This is an advantage for
harmonious coopdration. But most of these representatives do
not work at the Commission headquarters, . ~ and the number
of representatives in charge is too small, The Commission's
pattern of work, distribution of 1ébar,_ a:nd responsibility are
still deficient and therefore the contributing potentialities
of representatives camnot be fullyused.

He"*e below are the main shortcomings in 1959.

1) In 1959 the Commission had done a great deal of work but
generally speaking, the quality and quanti‘by-were not satisfactory.
The Comiission expanded its forces in so many flelds and did not
concentrate on wlﬁng the most important realistic problems, .

Ry
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and therefore no work had been thoroughly solved. In the making A
of the 1959-1960 scientific research plan, the Commission did
not .aim at raising very urgent and easily solvable pm‘t;lems in
order to concentrate on solving them, but on the contrary, i
raised many questions which were beyond its competence and which
moreover, were irrelevant to short term needs. This shortcoming
hag been criticized by the Goverment Cownzile

2) As far as the ieadership of thé m:vem'pt' for technological
improvzment of the people was concermed, the Commission has nob

| fully grasped the realistic neture of thé movement concerning

the development of production as well as the building up of
Science and Technology. Therefore, the Commigsion has not
entirely done its duby and it has not decided on concentrating
its forces to stes up the movement. |

3) As regards organizational aspects, thé building up of
the content and pattern of work was still unsystematic. The
strengthening of administrative oréanization could not cope with
the Commission's ever increasing needs.

L) Finally, the question of shortcomings in the Commission's
leédership should be ralsed, Though at the outset, the Comrrission
had determined its policy, mottos, and activity directlon,
recently, it has not gone deep enmough into the study of great
problems of leadership, aiming at realizing this policy, namely

L the study of the problem of ideological and technical leadership,ete.
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‘In consequence, the Commission's grasp of great prineiplds in .1
the policy of Socialist Science is still inadequabe. b ,
In the future, the Commission should =  strive to mreroome .

ths above deficlencies and shortcommgs. It should study, and
solve, big problems which were raised after a yearts ac‘r,iv;.ty -
as well as the prbblems of consolidating and improving the |
organization of the Commission, those of ’c.echmlogic;;l ‘management,
research installations, study leadership, building wp of :elation—
ships with other government organizations, and pha’o,of policy and
pattern of wrk for Science and Technology cadres,etc. The
Commission should also try to grasp, and realize the principles
of Socialist Scienée policies, nemely the determination ! o
put scientific activities under the leadership of the party to
enable Sclence to serve realistically and to link theory to
practice; the firm will £0 study and follow the peoplets path;.
and heighten the positive ardor, and creative lzbor of, the people:
as well as many Science and Technology cadres; the _rgsolutiqn
to build u”p. a scientific activity plan, and to learn from the

- Soviet Union and bro’oherly countries. In doing so, the Conmﬁssmn

‘will best insure the task of building up Modern Sciemce for our.

country.
IV. ACTIVITY ORIENTATION OF THE STATE
_ SCIENCE COMMISSION IN 1960
L In 1960, our people wﬂ.l realize very important tasks such as
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the fulfilment of the three year plan, and the preparations for
the first five year plan; the basic fulfilment of socialist
reforms in 21l aspects, the development of our economy{‘and R
evlture, and the rapid and great progress in the bmﬁ.lding up of
Socialism, and the struggle for reunification of our country. -
Tn his recent report to the 11th meeting of the National
Asseribly, Premier Pham Van Dong spoke ghouk the tasks of the
Stat.e Soience Commlssion in 1960 as follows: " |
"To bulld uwp Socialism, we are determined to develop our
Science and Technology. The more we realize that our present level
is still low, the more we will aspire to improve ourselves. We
should build wp research installations and at the same tine,
carry out research work, aiming at solvi__rig ‘urgent problems in
industrial and agricultural production of Vietnam a.i present, as
‘well as train research cadres and technicians; In the training of
cadres and the development of Science and Technology, we will
lean on the great help of brotherl&' sociallist‘countxies headed
by the Soviet Umion, ¥
In 1960, following the policies and tasks assigned to Scientific
aétivities by the Party and Government, the State Science Cormmission
should continue to step up great activities that it put forward
and began to carry out in 1959 ... It should especially consider
the following:

1) Now that the 1960 Science and Technology Research Plan has 1
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‘taken shape, the State Science Commission should follow the
Goveminent Council!s orientation and try its best to activite
Science and Technology cadres to. make an allout effort to
realize this plan so as to overfulfil the items mun;mga in
it. As regards the realizatién of the 1960’scientiﬁc research
plan which is the most inporta.nt task, the Commission and Science
and Technology orgamzatmns of all branches should i‘ulf"l.l |
this task in order to concrefcely contrlbute to 'bhe task of
stepping up production in all fields and developing Culture

and Science eee In the immediste future, the Commission showld
commnicate thoroughly the spirit of the Gov'emmén‘b Council and
the content of the 1960 Science and Technology Research Plan and
mobilize ardor and determination in realizing this plan among
oc_Lence and Technology cadres of all branches.

2) At the same time, the Commission should begin to made a

| long term scientif c .plan aiming at laying dowm ~ long term
directions for the development of Science and Technology; at
making the five year scienm.f:_c plan and semng the i‘orthcom:a.ng
State five-yegr plan.

3) e  general basic survey is a most urgent task. The

Commission should st.ep up the work of prospecting‘ and suxvey b gras?

thorougly the sui:uabon of our national resources, and serve ’c.he building
up of a 1ong term ecomm.c development plan. |

L) To serve realistically immediate productio‘ri problems, the
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" Commission should concentrate more on the intensification of

the peoplets movement for technological imvrovement, cocperate
with organizations which are responsible for the setti:d'g up of
the pattern of leadershlp for the movement, and try its best
to lead the organizations and activities of local technological
committees, At the same time, the Commission shou;d more strongly
intensiy the Science and Tec‘hnology popularization campaign among
the people. a

5} The Cormi.ssion should praise and step up the ce@aig:n of
study from the Soviel Union and brotte rly countries, mobilize
the study enthusiasm and build up a fervent and sericus atbitude
for study among Sciende and Techﬁeiogy cs,dresl. In t}ié inﬁxediate
future, the Commission should make good_preﬁarations for the
collsboration with the Delegation of the Soviet Acadeuw of Science
that #ill come to Vietnam to help us build up Sclence and
Technologye

&) To well achieve tge 1960 tasks s the Commission should
strenpthen its leaderchip in all aspects: policy, ideology, study,
and organization, It should strive to ralse the auality and
gquantity of activities and concentrate its power to solve tbe
mast iwportant pl"oblems; In particular, it showld strengthen
ite own organization, study in order to timely solve organizational
problems which arise as the activities progress; it should increase

the number of ¢adres in charge, building the substance of the work, ]
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" the relationship between its activities and other State
organizagtions, bun 14 up an activity patiern for Scienee and

Technology, and so forth.

1960 will be a year of great success for the Vietnamese peoplee i
The Commission will strive to step wp - scient;fic research
activities to an important phase in 1960, and semﬁg as a
stepping $toné for better progress later on; it will fimmly
participate in the great victory of 1960, and offer i’cs achievenents
as a gift to celebrate the 30th birthday of the Vietnam Lao Dong
i Party, and the forthcoming Party Congress, to celebrate the

15th enniversary of the founding of the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam.




