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THE SEADOW OF Tht GROSS GVER Cush AND THE CORGU

~U3SK-

[following 1s e translstion of an srticle
entitled, "Ten! Kresta nsd suboy 1 Xonpo",
(The Shadow of the Crcoss over Cubs and the
Conpo), by I, Crigulyavichyns, in Kommuniszi
{(Tre Communist), Vilfnyus, Fo 10, Uctober
1960, poees (7-70.]
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Our resder Viktoras Mikalluskas from Shaulyay ssked
us to explain the position of the Catholic Chureh in the
nationel liberation movements of the Afvican and iutin
_Americen nationg.

As sn enaswer to this question we are reprinting an
article by I, Crigulyavieh (Lavretskiy) - author of the book
The Vatican, Reliplon, iMuasnces snd rolicles, B

+he rope and the Cathollc Chnurch hiecrehy verbelly
represent themselves as Irlends of the distressed and gusrdians
end protectors of the pecples of ~atin America and aAfrige
who are In the process of throwing oif the yoke of imperiaiism.
In deeds, however, the cleirpy represents the best and the
stanchest sssistants of colonlelism. ‘'Ihe recent svents in
Cubs and the Congo are s good preof of this assertion.

) The majority of the Cuban population is Catholic.
4t would therefore sesm, that under these circumstences,
the church hlesrchy would be cbliged to protect the interests
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of the local population, In reality, however, the church
hiearchy has always been on the side of the oppressors of
the Cuban people, '

In the 19tk century during the siruggle for inuepens
dence, the church had elso teken 1ts pozliion by the side
of the colonizers., Jose Marti (1853.1895) the grestest
Cuban patriot and sdvocete of Cubsan Ifreedom, repeavedly
condemned the e¢lergy for aupporting the colonirzers. Shortly
before his desth (Marti was killed during the war agelnst the
Spenish eolonizers), the Cubun patriot begsn to write a book
dedicated to the peasants. In 1% he exposed the Cstholic
Church as the oppressor of the Cubsn people. Thls work,
which remsins unfiniched, begins with: "Countrymen! Do not
ghow this bock to vour village priest, because he striveg to.
keep you ix ignorsnce zo that you will surn to him for advice
on every little problem. &ndé es he iakes monsy lrom you ror
pouring water on the head of your little child, for proclal-
ming you the husband of your wife, & fuct you slready koow
since you love her and she leves you, snd as he recelves
money for births, beptlsms, marrisges end ior praying lor
‘your goul and for your death, snd as ke refuses Lo buby yomu
1f you do not pay him, - the priest has no desire to let you
Find out that all this 1s superfluous beeslise Lhen he would
stop taking your meney for Lt., Ang ag they unjustly explolt
your lgnorance, I, en unbelliever, weni your money Yor my book
In order to telk to you snd fell you the truth." merti
exposed the unlon between the blesrchy of the Catholice Church
and the Americen miltlieneclres and the soclal demegogy and
anti-nstional poifecies of the Uutholle Uhurch.

When the USa, under the pretext of helplng the Cuban
petricts, oceupled the couniry (in 1898) end the government
in power in Cuba was 1n the service of Americen monopolles,
the Catholle Church suppovted It and denosunced the movement
for national independence, The First Cuban Conatltution in
1601 asperated the church from the statve, but the swerican
occupstors of Tube forced the Cubsns to pey the chureh a
miliicen dollers as repermticens for her losses during the war
for independence. And they made the Cutholic priest Varona
the president of the Unlversity of Hawana. R

The anti-naticnal character ol the Catholle Church
in Cuke elso cen be sesn by the iact that a mejorlty of thls
country's Catholdc clergy is mede up of Yorth Americeans and
Spenisrds - realous enemies of the working men and naticnal
1ibepetion movements. The Ustiolle sleprgy was bensvolsntly
disposed toward the dictetowship of Batlsta, who wWas a pro-
tege of Americen monopoliss. Hany a protate, as lor exomple,
the Blshop Clenfuepos Martiner Delmevu, collaborated with the
bloody dictator. : _

Afcer the overthrow of Betista, (uba's clerical clrcles
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was repeated, : '

Fidel Castre onee zgaln exposed the agreement between
the church and the imperislists., On 11 August, In en sppes-
rence before a grovp of dirsctors of a sugar cooperative, the
Cuban iremier aceused the Lmericen lezstion of entering into
an sgreémont with the Feacist clergy in ordsy to provoke s
conflict between the Cubarn chureh and goverament, {aatro
deciared: 'There 1s no doubt that the American bobegey is
using 1ts last resovrces. Thers is no doubt that the lmpue
dent American liuperisliem threw 1ie lct in with Franeco and
his fescists to mobilire all their influence with the help
of our country's clerpgy on whon they eon depend., Mot all

the clergy 1s fasclpt. There 1s elso clergy thet Ll sympae-

thetic to the revolutisn, But there is no doubt that Franeo
can count on the rupport of a mejority of thie faselst clere
gy." The rremier ssked why the Cetholle prelstes who are
eritielsing the spread of communism In Cubs in thelr pasto-
ral messagea, do not condemn the horyrers of imperiellsm,

"I would Iike to ses = pastoral mesgsgsge that would condemn
the crimes of imperdielism end tho 1ittle bombs of our super

‘cane flelde and our clties and Cuba's exploltation by lerge

companies,” ‘gaid Castra. "I would 1ike %o see o pastoral
mesguge thet condemns the eriminsl plsn of the inperielists
who have inveded ocur country...I would iike to see a pasto=
ral messoge condemning Francc's crimes and butchary,® :
Castro cherged (nat the "traitors in the gervice of
Imperielism” and & "pvoup of counterrevolutionsries, who apre
trylng to hide in churches™ stand In the wey of the revolue
tionary regime. ke emphasized that the government advocstes
"tolerance towsrd all reliplous sects and institutions....
We ere Iflghting ageinst the landcuners sna not the clergy.®
The counterrevelutionery scutivity of the Cuban clergy

" 1s stlll another clesr indication thet the Csatholie biearchy

in the Vatican scte in the interest ol American imperialists.

The Vatlcan 1s chenglss fto policies in africe. Lt
is supporting the independénce of Afrfcan nations. The rope
named e Negro Eishcp s Cardinel, tuying o prove by thilg
his sympatbles for Africa. How rany of these snd similar
confiruistions cen be rend in the pages of the bourgeois
press that represents the Romen iope ms a friend of the’
awekoning Africa,

: When the Congolese pecple repudiated the Belgian
imperislists, the bourgeols press, in approvel of the pro~
ciaimed indepencence and not gparing the ink, deplcted the
"generosity " and "slurvism” of the Belglen govermment, headed
by the Christisn rariy., Yot 1t soon beceme clesar that the
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Christian "benefactors" had no intention of vacating the
country they made "so happy". Making use of all possible
provoeations and slender, the Belgien eoloniszers attempted
to overthrow the lawiml government of the independent Congo
and remein there. When this atitempt proved unsuccessful,
they declded to be econtented with something smaller. LThey
trled to sepasrate from the Gongo 1ty richest province ~ the
Catanga provinece. itor this purpose they used the puppet
Congolese leader Tshombe,- : .
E 4t is well known thst the bBelpien colonizers were
supporced by the American imperialists under whoss inflvence
are the UN officlals too., Yhe Catholic Church, under the
tope of home, end the missionaries working in the Congo

came out in support of the enemies of the Congolese people,
, From day to dey the Belglan clerieal press cslied

for a bloody engagement with the Congolese pecple. The
Cathollc larty organ ILibre Belglgue wrote in one of its
numbers: "The Congo was won with the help of arns, 1t would
therefore be strange if cur present day army could not stay
there with the help of plenes end riflee.® The elerical
presses of Italy, the German Federsl Republlc and other
capltalist countries spoek sgefinst the Conpo, And at the
UN Security Council the representative of the ITtelian Cleri-
eal Government erawled out of hisz shell end defended the
interests of Belglsn colonizers.

In the Congo itsalfl, the missionuries supported the
colonizers actively., Delplan soldiers were hiding in the
missions, the Belglans trensported arms under migsionspy
gard along with thelr trustworihy agents aand sples from one
side of the country to the other. The monks dld not hegi-
tate to hlde Belgian parachutists as spemier wnunte, stated
in one of his press conferencas, -

‘ The Cetholie Chureh exerts its influence in iavor of
the Belglan colonlzers and thus shows Ltseif as s mortal
enemy of the national ilberation movement. In the Congo,

the Catholic Church defends the imperislist ioterests becamuse
they are closely related with itz materislist interests.

As the well-known Belplen progressive worker Isabells Bium
notes, the Catholic Church appears as the intermetional
metch-nizker between the "Unlone iinier du Cuatenga® snd the
powerfnl finenclsl faction "Soclete Generale de Belglgue”
the . controls Belglar economy., She Belglen colonizers corry
out the orders of these imperislist monopolies in the Congo.
In the Congo, the Church hes hupe tracts of lend at lts
dlsposel mnd owns other property. Canone therefore wonder
that lrope John IXIII recelives and gracicusiy gives his blessings
to the envoys of the traltor Tshombe, with pleasure no less,
greater than that of the Belgisn King Bouduen.

The hostile attitude of the clergy toward the Congolese
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