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THE SHADOW  OF TÜK  GROSS  OV&R  Cüi3A AliV iHfi  COJSGÜ 
v 
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[>oilowirig Is  a translation of an article 
entitled,   "Sen* Kresta nad ivuboy i Äongo", 
('I'he Shadow of the  Ores a  over Cuba and  the 
Congo),  by I.  Grigulyaviehyus,  in Koraiaunlefc 
(The  Coraratmist),   Vll»nyus,  Ko 10,   October' 
I960,  paces 67-70.3 

Our reader Viktorss Mik&lluskas from Shaulyay asked 
us  to explain the position of the Catholic  Church in the 
national liberation movements of  the African and  i>&tin 

.American nations. 
As an answer to  this question we are reprinting an 

article by I.  Grigitfyavich  (L&vretskiy)   - author of the book 
ghe Vatican«    Religiont   gti8nces_jajict jrolicles. 

■i'he rope and tPro^atb^rc""CHur3bnireftrchy verbally 
represent themselves as  friends of the distressed and guardians 
and protectors of the peoples- of ^atin America end Africa 
who are in the process of throwing off the .yoke of imperialism. 
In deedss  however,   the  clergy represents   the best ana  the 
stancheet assistants of colonialism.    'i'he  recent events in 
Cuba and the Congo are a good proof of this assertion. 

The majority of the Cuban population is Catholic. 
.it would therefore seeia,   that under these  circumstances, 
the  church hiesrchy would be obliged to protect the interests 
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of the local population» In reality1, however,; the church 
hiearohy has always been on the side of the oppressors of 
the Cuban people» 

In the 19th century during the- struggle for  indepen- 
dence, the church had also taken its position by the side 
of the colonizers. Jose Marti (1853-169$) the greatest 
Cuban patriot and advocate of Cuban .freedom, repeatedly 
condemned the clergy for supporting the colonizers» Shortly 
before his death (Marti ^'as killed during the war against the 
Spanish colonisers), the Cuban patriot began to write a book 
dedicated to the peasants.  In It he exposed the Catholic 
Church as the oppressor of ,the Cubea people. This uork, 
which remains unfinished, begins with: hCountrymen1 Do not 
show this bock to your village priest, because he strives to. 
keep you in ignorance so that you will turn to him for advice 
on every little problem, And  as he takes money from you for 
"pouring water on the head of your little chile, for proclai- 
ming you the husband of your wife, a f'&ct you already know 
since you love her and she ioves j/ou. end as he receives 
money for births, baptisms, .marriage» and for praying for 

*■ your" soul and for your death* and as he refuses to bury you 
if you do .not pay him, - the priest, has no desire to let you 
find out that all this is superfluous, because then he would 
stop taking your money for it. Ana as they unjustly exploit 
your ignorance, I, an unbeliever, ward.; your money for my book 
in order to talk to you and tell yon the truth J' werti _ 
exposed the union between the hiearohy of the Catholic Church 
and the America«, Ml11ioneire a and the social demagogy and 

■anti-national policies of the Catholic Church,' 
When the USA, under the pretest or helping the Cuban 

patriots, occupied the country (in I898) and the government ' 
in power in Cuba was in the service, of American monopolies, 
the Catholic Church supported it and denounced the Movement 
foi» national independence. The tftrst Cuban Constitution in 
1901 asperated the church from the atate, but the American • 
occupetors of Cuba .forced th.fi Cubans to pay the church a 
million dollars as reparations tor here  losses during the war 
for independence. And thoy made the Catholic priest Verona 
the president of the university ot  ti&vana, 

The anti-national character of the Catholic Church 
in Cuba also ee.n  be seen by the fact that a majority of this 
country's Catholic clergy is msde up of North Americans and 
Spaniards - jealous enemies of the working man and national 
liberation movements.  The Catholic clergy was benevolently 
disposed toward the dictatorship of Batista., who was a pro- 
tege of American monopolies* Hanj a prolate, as for example, 
the Bishop Clwnfuagos Martin©?, D&lmau, collaborated with the 
bloody dictator« ,,*-■«-» 

After the overthrow of Batista, Cuba's clerical circles 
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became that  sources  of the various  counterrevolutionary' tftikj   '" 
&n6 provocations.     At  the  end  ai ■■äarenib&r 19.59,  when■the naiw 
vys*v0 ox &nt;i -ro*' .'«rv 
ß.X'OYr    it' * .«,      {'' 

Ihc    j""''X'-S' 'itionar-r Ä-S6 

ntj,  &ftMvir>£.tbn inspired plots  began; toj 
roh ealieu  a  -'ötbollo Congresa in Havana.« 

7  ,•■ iS'''i c is 31 ft o  it Isirsesi anti- 
eomtetml s t mobS Ii. ?atlot tfi-VM the rail cf the Batista üicta-j 

;torsh.i^e    i-op*- John Mill*  himself,  seat bio bless I figs to th« 
■ Congress,     Ths speakers s.t the Congress defended the "holjr^   ■ 
iright of private property,  that in the light of confiscations 
| of lsrg& estates  ,<md the properties of the former raombors elf 
; the* Batist??  elifrue  thftt v®3 undertaken bj P.   Castro's rovoliu— 
; tlon&.i*y  gOA^rraöft'.t eowid only iridlect«  the condemnation of j 
;lts righteous cieecf^s 

Fjd^I Castro  i Vft * *eif„   exposed   the maneuvers of the   '; 
cxm:%:$*     we stooo  up before  th&ir believers anö' 'anbeiievers;, 
arid  sffld,   thai tfr.fi i®ndow«rrsf  *?ho®&  Interests "wer© hsrapered 

■>. 

tbr 
KOt 

i- ;o v- a © th church'to wage war agaijnst 

i^.ncown^vm 
mhmi Ght-ist preached,   said.'.Caetro'j, 'few* ehosje 

but 1? fishermen to assist hint.    1'he re^o- 
Ixiti'-ms.ry  ®.jmf thai liherc:t©ö   Cuba from Batista's dictator-! 
skip '&&■& made up of such simple working'wen,- -. ' ! 

Several we'aks h,px>t  two Cuban priests/Eduarde Aguerr*© 
and. Eamoii *'e.rell4   fled"*to the USA ar.d as Rod' :for political   .)  •■ 
asTlws«. beeeuse Äldel  Castro1 s ?..Qv®vvme.nt bad deliberately    j 
declared  the Catholic  Church .a""national church"',  i«e* indej- . 

vjst:  rtluted  b.y  his 
?'¥e l-mov netto?.Ke  v. 

This Ut'iy Joije laetsd only £!{. hours,     *t 
hop IBäKJ  who notified   the press thats 

'■:■ <:i t&öfre? fifjoi.it the  Cubü'ii government's' t£> 

titTD ilOftS tj*. OTOC-AS iSl   & ;Ö *- church independent from 
•: Hoffi«*-,. *•<* h*m had no wore' tbet th.a government, would in arrji 
;wajr ii'iierier« vitfa the Catholic priest's right to carry out 
;hia religious- dull«3 *!i   . I 
i .but  th& prcvocRtlona  continued,     la J.anuarjr I960,  tnj 
i ft television speech, i'laei Castro exposed e plot orgat»i2©d 1 
■b-T the agents of Araeric»n imperialirä, in wbicb sn active | 
:psrt vs.s"tAken. by the Spanish clergy-phalanxss serving in j 
lOuba* lw a letter from one of tbes cor-spire tors», ifabor» j 
: as.|-tared by tfe* sutboriti^^ and'read bj-Äd©l Castro, it 
i &?dä that X'e-bcr v^s rocelvl^g help fr:>^s ^;h6 clergy end had 
:a i:Ä-lR\'iAjs; pre£8 &lon$ with arrs RRö üynsmit® hidden in ■&. 
I church*     fhctsft exposures  by  #1*1^1 Csistr-c? evoked  astoray     ;. 

entatire in Havana, who triad' 
studio end  interrupt tb.e' appeffi-- 

r&ncß ö.?;  tb,?? Out?;.u ir^vl^r*    fhe phalanx diplomat received 
an m:vTQ-pvi si«? r®bv;.ff-     Ihe  Cub ait goverruaent exposed him-in 

Ttaction fros; 
exposures  by  #'J 

the  pböl-Pü'!?-... rei'>rfes 
to- bre&h .nto tb6 *•''. ;.*    4-. ^> U. 

! A ?.;£'. : K-5- an! s«n.t him out of the coiuitry. 
p, v f?.V.j „. i^fcö,   the  Cuban %iecopate published & slaadercjus 

f^^Bte" to its. congregation*  in which ths f&vorit© A«ieric&4 
insr«rleliat■ charge' of'"Cuban' government! s .conkuunlst.Js^jaathieB 
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was repeated. 
■     fidel Castro once sgain exposed the agreement between 
the church and the imperialists.  On 11 August, in en  appea- 
rance before n group of directors of a sugar cooperative; the 
Cuban tretaier accused the American Ideation of enter* ni? into 
an agreement with the Freist clergy in  order tn provoke a 
conflict between the Cuban church and government.  Castro' 
declared:  "There Is no doubt that the American fcabsasy is 
using its last resources,,  There is no doubt that the iamu- 
dent American iinporlaliem threw its lot in .with franco and 
his fascists to mobilise all their influence with the'h«lp 
of our country's clergy on wham they can depend, dot all 

.trie clergy is fascist,  There ig «lso clergy thst is sympa- 
thetic to the revolution.  But there is no"doubt that franco 
can count on the support of a .majority of this fascist cler- 
gy.   The Premier esked why the Catholic prelates who are 
criticising the spread of communism in. Cuba in their pasto- 
ral messages, do not condemn the horrcrn of imperialism. 
1 would like to see a pastoral message that would condemn 

the crimes of Imperialism, and the little borabs of our su£ar> 
cane fields? and our cities and Cuba's exploitation, by lewe 
companies» said Castro. nl would like to see a pastor©!* 
message that condemns the criminal plan of the imperialists 
who have invaded our country..,1 would like to see a pasto- 
ral message condemning France's crimes and butchery." 

. .Cfst£° charged that the "traitors in the service of 
imperialism' and a "group of counterrevolutionaries, who are 
trying to hide in churches"-stsnd in the way of the revolu- 
tionary regime, he emphasized that the government advocates 
tolerance tovsrd all religious sects and institutions.... 

We &re  fighting against the landowners ana not the clergy." 
The counterrevolutionary eotivity of the Cuban' clergy 

is still another clear indication that the Catholic biearchy 
in the Vatican acts in the interest ox American imperialists. 

*:*■*-*• 

Ihe Vatican is changing it;: policies in Africa,  It 
is supporting the independence of African nations»  The i-ope 
named a Negro Bishop p. Cardinal, trying to prove by this 
his sympathies for Africa.  Bow many of these end. similar 
confirmations cen be read in the pages of the bourgeois 
press that represents the Hotap.n iope as a friend of the' 
awak eninp A.frica „ 

When the Congolese people repudiated the Belgian 
imperial! ■   -■  - 
claimed 
»t generös,. 05" an«   'altruism" of the Belgian government,  headed 
by the  Christian .tarty,     Sot it soon became  clear that the 



^ijila?v,l,be-ne5aeSora" hadr
no intention of vacating the 

. country they made "Bö happy". taking use of all possible 

to overthrow the lawful government of the independent Coneo 
and remain there. When this attempt proved unLccessfulf  ' 
r fy^ !C  D t0 be eontented with something smaller.  'i'hey 
tried to separate trom.  the Congo ita richest province - the 
Catanga province, i-'or this purpose they used the puppet 
Congolese leader Tshombe.- 

1t is well known that the Belgian colonisers w«r6 
supported by the American imperialists under whose influence 
are ttie UN officials too.  1'he Catholic Church, imder the 
irope 01 Home, and the missionaries workina in the Gonco ' 
came out in support of the enemies of the"Congolese people. 

worn day. to day the Belgian clerical press celled. 
lor a bloody.engagement with the Congolese people.  The 
Catholic larty organ ''I»i££eJ3el£i£ue wrote in one of Its 
numbers:  • The Congo was won with the help of amis, it would 
therefore be strange if our präsent day aray could not stay 
there vuth the help of plpnes and rifles." The clerical 
presses of Italy, the German federal Republic and other 
capitalist countries speak against the Congo. And at the 
UN Security Council the representative of the Italian Cleri- 
cal Government, crawled out of his shell &.n<5  defended the 
interests of Belgian colonisers. 

In the Congo itself, the missionaries supported the 
colonizers actively. -Belgian soldiers -were hiding in the 
missions, the Belgians transported anus under missionary 
garb along with their trustworthy agents and soles from one 
side of the country to the other.  The .monks did not hesi- 
tate to hide Belgian: parachutists as Premier l»umujB'ba, stated 
in one of his press conferences. 

Tho Catholic Church exerts its influence in favor of 
the Belgian colonisers and thus shows itself as a Mortal 
enemy of the national liberation movement.  In the Congo, 
the Catholic Church defends the ireperialist interests because 
they sre closely related with its materialist Interests. 
As the well-known Belgian progressive worker Isabella Blum 
notes, the Catholic Church appears as the international 
match-maker between the "Unione tinier- du Catanga" and the 
powerful financial faction "Societe Generale de Beigigue" 
that controls Belgian economy..  The Belgien colonizers carry 
out the orders of these imperialist monopolies in the Congo. 
In the Congo, the Church has huge tracts of land at its 
disposal nnd owns other property.  Can one 'therefore wonder 
that lope John XXIII receives and graciously gives his blessings 
to the envoys of the traitor Tshorii.be, with pleasure no less 
greater than that of the Belgian King Bouduen» 

. The hostile attitude of the clergy toward the Congolese 



'j independence! wee reported by Jrremier Xijoitiunba in. an interview 
iwith  the re-present^tives! of th® it all an ri«?&p«.p€<r imlta is» | 
iAugi^t X?&tf* " —— 
; KWc h.f.ivs- Rf?s?^s? fought s&nirjst 
■!W«?  foufht ijg^Snst the.  colonial  regime 
'■ ihn reistXonfs between our people isna the mission© &s.s avok 

at ths  Catholic aisalons turned  into, i 

the  Catholic Church«    1 
fhs sharpsoing o.f' 

jbjy the fgtt  th^fc so;ne  i 
\$%nt®t'& for miQnr:.f projcagaads;  aimed egainst the Cösgolse 
!ttRfc:*CJKiSilist .movement *    1'he bishops im 
Iponslb'io polities!-posts ixi tbe  color: 
;iaae.hine*     Some of the?'* ever; I&d  fexiti* 
;myself have protested  sgainst the©© a 
GfeiH'ch HIoarebx? but to no awöil» &U 

;li e mi a si one made a any mistakes sui.& 1 
; people«. Or* the fessis c>f theafe coasld 
iih&t our fat'rtr^ to».«titut;Ion will, b*v 
j from state cl«ar'Jy &nc? d^firjit^ly, in 
11 o t hi ng, $ I ij«? n 11 £i®£ s* i 1!: •. the c o 1 o rä & 

Iho events i;o. thß Congo have n 
: the? African people ■- the Vatican and 
| Hierarchy - and exposed tham as agents 
! tfee vorst enemies of .the movement for 

.ial &.<$2äi*iigt'ra.tiv&        j 
■&<»gro piHjpag&^öa.    IT 
etiona. bei'ors ■•til© higs 
cb is  the vmy  the CjatUö- 
ost th« triifit. of our . I 

e to separate  ths ehuxjeh' 
oräej* tö put an' end   | 

;i regime*    "". • ■  ■ ■}■'-.• 
.marked the friends oil ■ 
Urn  Catholic Church . j ■■" 
of colonialism and -'j 
national independence^ 

10«20$ •END- 


