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AGRARTAN TRANSFORMATIONS IN NORTH KOREA

[Following is the translation of an article
entitled "Agrarnyye preobrazovaniyo v KNDE®
{english version above) by 1. Kazakevich in
Sovremennyy Vostok (The bast of Today), No
11, Moscow, November 1900, pages 12-13 & 30,7
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The successful cooperativization of agriculture in
the Korean People's lemccretic Hepublic is one more affirme
ation of the corvectness and practicalitvy of V, I, Lenin's
plan and the international significance of the experience
in c¢ollectivization of agriculture in the Soviet Union.
Based on the Lenin cooperative plan, which is a basic ele-
ment of the plan for bhuilding a sccialist society, and crea-
tively applying the experience of the USSH, the Korzan Lab-
or Party was able to attract the masses of formerly down-
trodden, half-starved peasants to socialist construction
in a comparatively short time and make them builders of the
new, socialist Korea with full and equal rizhts. [he vic-
tory of the Korean people in the area of socialist reforms,
under conditions of & continued split in the country, has
not only an important demsstic, but also an international
signiiicance.

In this article the basic steps iu the process of
cooperativization will be considered. The reoad to collec-
tivizavion was laid by the democratic agrarian reform of
1940 in North Korea. 1t wiped out the landlord system,
Japanese-owned land, shackling rents and served as an im-
petus for productive forces,.

Carrying out the democratic agrarian reform together
with state aid caused a considerable increase in agricult-
ural proouction in the Kiud, In comparison with 1940, by
194G grain preduction had increased by 4L0%, cotton by 407,
raw silk -~ by 190k, draught cattle {owxsn) -~ by 674, and
hegs -~ by 2005k,

The war of 1%50-1953 caused great losses to agricul-
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ture. Villages and irrigation systems were almost totally
destroyed over a huge area. Land under cultivation was re-
duced by 180,000 chorbo {one chonbe equals 0,99 hectare),
grain yield dropped 10154, and slmost 504 of all domestic
and draught animale perished, Usliveries of chemical ferw
tilizers, agricultural implements, and consumer goods to
agriculture declined. The number of poor peasants almost
doubled. The first manifesztations of sociallism, in the
form of many temporary and variegated unitications on the
part of the peasants, appearad in agriculture in the KNUR
during the war period, [he zrowth of state farms contin-
ved, before the war there were 37 of them, and in 1953

the number rose to 213, The number of machinery ranting
stations grew from 5 to 15, and the number of tractors
(caleulated at 15 np) from 150 to 500. The peasants were
consaious of the fuct that without close ties with each
other and without joining all their forces, it would be im-
possgible to revive the agriculture which had been ripped
apart by the war,

The Koresn Labor Party embarksd upon a program of
brosd propaganda for the Lenin coeperative plan under con-
ditions of a growing understanaing on the part ol the pea-=
santg of the role of csllective lavor, They showed the
peasants the advintage of changing over from tiny, indep-
endent economic unites to collective producers'’ assgociations
with concrete examzles., The Lacor Party actracted the nor-
ean peasantry to socialist construction by means of first
developing the simplest forms of cooperation in the field
of marketing, supply, and credit with & subsequent change-
over to producers' cooperatives, 1n February, 1953, the
decision was made for an initislly graduzl organization of
agricultural procucers'! artels, which later played an enor-
mous positive role in the propaganda for masc cooperative
ization.

In July 1953 there were already 174 agricultural
cooperatives (72 agricultural producers' artels and 102
agricultural cooperatives) in the KNui, uniting 2400 pea-
ant households, The VI Plenum of the Central Uommittee
of the KLP, which took place in August 1953, placed before
the people the task of putting the republicts agriculture
on the rails of socialist development and joinling the sep-
arate economic units into Jarge agricultural artels,

After the VI Plenum of the KLP, various assoclationsg
basically consisting of poor peasants, rapldly began to
form., Ln the cirectives on wrganizing tne agricultural
cooperatives, which were made in January 1954, tne ventral
Committee of the KLY recommenced the iorn of cooperative
to be chosen pursuant to the wishes of the peasants them-
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selves and depending on concrete conditions. In addition,

‘the directives indicated that it was possible and pecessary
to form associstions of the nigher types /[see not§7 and on

a comparatively large scale irom the wery beginning,

1 (/Wote/ the forms of cooperatives were determined

in dependence of thes amount of collectivized implements and
means of production, labor and income distribution).

The Central Gommittes of ths KLP, taking intn account
the experience of collectivization in the USSR, carefully
worked out the problems connected with manageing the ¢coop=
eratives, evaluating work-day units, labor discipline,
conducting social economy, distributing incomes, and in-
creasing agricultural production. between July 1953 and
March 1954 {the sc-called experimental periocd of cooperate
jvization), the number of agricultural cooperatives {(sec-
ond and third forms) rose from 174 to 1,091. They includ-
ed almoet two percent of all peasant households and occu-
pied 1.7/4 of all arable land in the country.

The experimental period in the strugsle for the col-
lectivization of agriculture brilliantly aflfirmed the cor-
rectnezss of the policy of the KLP and allowed it to guther
a wealth of experience in menzgement of cooperatives. In
spite of a series of errors (vhe cooperatives did not de-
velop a5 multi-brench economic unite, and the principle
of voluntariness was violated as well as that of egual dis~
tribution of incone, e%c.), the young associations demon-
strated the advantages of a cooperative economy over pri-
vate eCconony.

Tne mass cooperativization of agriculture in the
KNDUR began after the November Flepum of the Uentral Com-
mittee of the KLF in 1954. The Plenum sarveyed the results
and decided to undertaie mass coeperativisation of the
country's agriculture, By the end of Jecember, 1954, the
number of cooperatives rose to 10,098, and the numoer of
cooperativized households comprised 31.84 of the total.
This meant that the middle peasant had gone into the col-
lective. )

The Labor Farty anu the goverament of the KdUH car-
ried out a series of mzasures for strangthening the mater-
jal-technical basa of agriculture and considerably increas-
ed deliveries of chemical lertilisers, insecticides and ag-
ricultural implements tc thw village. Well~trained party.
and admiristrative personnel were sent to the cooperatives.
The cooperatives were strengihensd oy demobilized scldiers
and former high school students. Realizing the shortage
of draught cattle in the cooperatives, the state arranged
tn sell them cattle on a large scale and at reduced prices.

The state cut taxes o partially-irrigated land and



on land which had to Leg clezrad povever, whe cooperative
members' totals meetings at the end of 1955 showed that the
yield averagze in some cooperatives had been lower than that
of individual farmers. ‘there were cooperatives which gave
10 kileograms of grain par work-day unit, and thers were
some whlch zave only 1.5 kilogrums. In some cooperatives
the peasants received zOO ven  per work~day unit, and there
were some where the peasants received no money ab 21l. The
totals showed that JbOdt 30k of the cooperatives could be
considered the bsst ones, about >U. ~- middle onesg, and

207 -=- comparetively backward ones. In its Jecember 1955
resolution "On Measures for sighting vhortcomings Uropping
up in the UOurf9 of rulfilling the becisions of the hovem-
ber Plenumr the CC of the KLP on the dapld Hise and ideve
elopment of Avrlculturc", the Plenum of the vu of the KLP
gave a deep Marxist snalysis Lo tn@ first year ol mass
cooperativization ol agric uitur The Plenum, neoting the
great success of cooperati Viuitlon formulated toe= struggle
for the Trurther development and organizational-econowice
strengthe nlng of those cooperatives already created, as a
basic task. The Plenum brought up vhe auestion of the fur-
ther improvement of party and state leadership and aid to
cooperatives., It recomsended nct setting up high norms for
the accumulation fund, and increasing the work-day unit dis-
trivution in its place. din conclusiowu, the rlenum resolved
to observe the princijfu of voluntary cooperativization
more strictly ir the future,

Puring 1955~-1%50 the nunbor of agricultural cooper-
atives increzsed from 12,132 to 15,825, aud 20.,9% of all
peasant households had been ﬂropergt:viu ed. In individual
provinces, Pkhenan-Namde, for er'm*z;, eTed oraTJVJgarJon
was virtually completed, By the end of .,)o out of the
total number of l),&ﬂ; anoperatives, 15,429 were coopera
ives of the higher (tbjra, foru, A*r@ady in 1956 the peas-
ants showed the tendencsy vo form large collective economic
units, anc small coonurrtlvvu (from 12 to 30 househclds)
began to form into Jaraer oneg,

This broug ht grain groducflon up to 2,870,000 tons
in 1950, which wa 5 85 hlguor than in L9499, a pre-war yaar,
The pre-war level wae passeqn Lo a consideraple extent in
potatoes, vegetables, sweet pgtatoes, tobsacce und other
agricultural procucts, as well as hogs, cattle, horses,
sheep anv goats, 4s a result of these achievements, the
grain problem was basically solvea in 1950.

The average grain yiela in cooperatives was ni_her
than on individual farme by 1%e. Lash income was 11,730
von. xho standard of livipg of the members of the cooper-
ativ hdd been raise . In 1950 each avaraze household re~




ceived 1,016 kilograms of graim, 357 kilograms of potatoes
"and sweet potatoes and 9,542 von in casin.

The tempo of cooperativization remained high. By
the end of 1957 there were 10,032 cooperatives, 95.6% of all
households were in tooperatives, and cooperative land com-
prised 93,7% of the total., This meant that cooperativiz-
ation had largely been completed in the KNDR. 1t had won
a great historical victory in the socialist transformation
of agriculture. The successes of 19506-1957 furthered the
strengthening of the popular democratic system in the KNDR
and raised the standard of living of the entire country to
a considerable degree.

Laboring to fulfill the tasks laid forth in April
1956 by the 1II Congress of the labor Farty, of the neces-
sity of completing agricultural cooperativization during
the first Kive-year Plan (1957-16601), the Korean Communists
have cirected all their power on those regions where the
level of cooperativization has remained low. Creat work
has been done toward attracting peasants into the cooperate
ives, in re-educating the petty tradesmen and businessmen
who are connected with the marketing of agricultural pro-
ducts. 4s for the kulak, the Labor Party has pursued the
policy of limitation and attraction intc the cooperatives
on the principle of equality with the other peasants. This
combination of eaucational work and supprescsion of openly
hostile kulak elements has led to the liguidation of the
kulaks as & class. The cooperativization of agriculture in
the KNur was completed in August 1958,

\ Solving the food problem was the greatest part of
the socialist transformation of agriculture in the KNDH.
Technical crops, animal hushandry, orchards and the silk
industry are developing at a great pace. The poor peasant
has disappeared in the Korean village in the past four
Ears.
] A great cultural develupment hus begun in the wyil.
lage. I1n October and November 1958, growth of cooperatives
was successfully conducted in the KNDiH., This size jincrease
followed the goal of creating the conditions for the wide
application of modern agrotechnology in the country's ag-
riculture. As a result, the number of agricultural coop=-
eratives is not 10,000 as it was formerly, but 4,000, The
number of households per cosperative has increased from &0
to 300, and the arable land has increased from 130 chenbo
to 500, The campaign for increasing the size of the c¢oop-
eratives was conducted on the principle of one cooperative
for one 1i (rural administrative unit which includes sev-
eral villages), at which the chairman of the people's com-
mittee of the 1i would become at the same time the chairman
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of the cooperative. Consumer cooperatives and credit coop=-
eratives, as well as schools, cultural and medical instit-
utions came under the administration of the larger cooper-
ative, .

Increasing the sgize of the cooperatives to that of a
1li and transfering to it the functions of state and econ-
omic-cultural administration led to the liguidation of pri-
vate land and dwellings, turning it, together with the
other means of production, into the people's socialist pro-
perty. The victory of socialiem in agriculture in the KNDR
allows us to pose the guestion of technical revolution in
the village and a grain harvest increase in the next few
years to seven million tons, coctten -- to 200,000 tons,
cocoons =~ to 60-70,000 tons, frult -- to 250,000 tons, and
meat -~ to 400,000 tons, '

The culmination of the cooperative movement in agri-
culture and the mighty growth of agricultural production
in the KNbil signals a new victery of Leninist ideas, the
victory of socialist production relations to the Korean
village, and signify that the formerly backward agriculture
of the country, based on large private ownership of land,
shackling rents end farming technique of the middle ages,
has taken a firm stand for socialist development. The land
reform and the cooperative movement are a serious school
for the political and sconomic re-educstion of the formerly
down-trodden, illiteraie, and indigent Korean peasant into
a conscious builder of the new, socialist Korea, endowed
with equal rights. The success of the cooperative move-
ment in Korea testifies to the fact that a new peasantry
has arisen, imbued with socialist ideology. The cooperat-
ivization of agriculture in North Korea has eliminated the
inevitable transitory period of contradiction between
large-scale socialist industry on the one hand, and small-
peasant agricultural economy on the other,

The success of the coopsrative mcwement affirms the
correctness of the pclicy of the X rean Labor Party in the
field cf agriculture. It speaks of the great concern of
the party for an increase in the material and cultural
level of the peasantry as well as of the entire Korean
people. In conclusicn, it dermonstrates that under the dic~
tatorship of the proletariat, cooperativization is the only
route to the victory of socialicm for all countries having
a more or less numerous petty and middle producer class,
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