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FTHirAL    ISSUES    IN    HEALTH    RESEARCH    INVOLVING    HTJMAH 
pISrcffANTS     IN     LATIN     AMERICA     AND     Tm     CARRIBEAW: 
MSOTJTON   OF   im   PAN   AMERICAN   HEALTH   ORGANIZAHOK 
?THrcIl iSviEW COMMTTTEE DECISIONS AND PRACTICES. 
S'.»JM. B.ckgro«nd: There is growing discussion abo^m^^^^^^ 
subiects in biomedical research in Latin Amcnca and the Canbbean. However, «»ly a 
SSl o^r^^^vc been pubUshed about the knowledge^ apphcaUon, ^^^^^ 
vSiun the region of international ethical guidelines and standards for human s^ect 
^ch   Objective: To: 1) deaciibe the characteristics o^P^'^^^^^^^'^^^'^^f' 
S^T^g bmian partidpants in Latin America and the Caribbean O-AC) subnntted &r 
^irto ftTethio'Ll corLittee of the Pan Anierican Hflth Ojamzahon (PAHO m^ 
S7I;ribe the type and frequency of ethical issues identified by Pi^O ERC. ^ 3) 
Jevi^^e co^ee-s w°val decisions. Methods: Retrospective -icscnphve rj^ew 
oTTptp^nipUcatiS^bmitted to PAHO ERC fron. S^tcmbcr 200   to M^h 
2003 SL: PAHO ERC reviewed projects from 16 (48%) of mciaber states in LAC. 
SJentyW^^^of project, original in Bra^ Ar^tiru. Mc^co and Cd^^^^ 
Fourteen (30%) applications received an initial positive decision, 25 C^^/") ^-^T^!^' 
SnTl9%) "eS^ve.   PAHO ERC identified ethical issues pcrtonung to informed 

Snsli«l^tm^t information in 31 (66%) of ?!T'''^?."^'%^Tt^'lZZ 
MS%) scientific design in 16 (34%), and confidentiality m 6 (13%). The m^ number 
S;S^te reqSed by PAHO ERC was 0^ for P^°P-^ ^^^^^f^fl^^ 
SLSons. 3.6 for conditional, and 8.1 for negative.   J^^^^^f^ ^^^,^ 
ftvaluatioiis receive a final positive decision. Proposals subject to US or Canadian etmcai 
X JJ^g^S^ were associated with hi^er approval rate on in^nal review andwi^ a 
^w'Xofamendments. The author found no asso^^^onb^eni^^O^^^ 
decifiiott and nttraosal budget number of mvesUgators, type of PAHO rest^cu ^ani 
p^«^^W oflcicntific output in the countor in which the study is held. Neith^ 
wrs^^eSon found between these fecu^rs and the number of protocol amendmeats 
r^uSd byTe ^^'"^    Conclusions:   The ethics of res^b involving ta^ 
i^ante r^iains an issue in Latin America, particularly the Jf»P^^^ S';^.^^ 
SSnLnal  ethical  standards by investigators lO theu P^PP^^^/ ^y^ft^^ 
Snmittees in their reviews.   The knowledge, appltcatton and acceptance of existing 
standards within the region require fiiither smdy. 
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