
New FWS Sikes Act New FWS Sikes Act 
GuidanceGuidance

Laura HenzeLaura Henze
National Sikes Act CoordinatorNational Sikes Act Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife ServiceU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Arlington, VAArlington, VA



Report Documentation Page Form Approved
OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

1. REPORT DATE 
01 AUG 2004 

2. REPORT TYPE 
N/A 

3. DATES COVERED 
  -   

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
New FWS Sikes Act GuidanceGuidanc 

5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER 

5e. TASK NUMBER 

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Arlington, VA 

8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION
REPORT NUMBER 

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S ACRONYM(S) 

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S REPORT 
NUMBER(S) 

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 
Approved for public release, distribution unlimited 

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
See also ADM002111. Department of Defense Conservation Conference. Held in Savannah, Georgia on
August 22-27, 2004, The original document contains color images. 

14. ABSTRACT 

15. SUBJECT TERMS 

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION OF 
ABSTRACT 

UU 

18. NUMBER
OF PAGES 

10 

19a. NAME OF
RESPONSIBLE PERSON 

a. REPORT 
unclassified 

b. ABSTRACT 
unclassified 

c. THIS PAGE 
unclassified 

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18 



Guidance BackgroundGuidance Background

19601960 The Sikes Act was the guidanceThe Sikes Act was the guidance
19901990 INRMPsINRMPs lacked consistency and lacked consistency and 

effectivenesseffectiveness
19971997 Integrated plans were required and Integrated plans were required and 

reports to Congressreports to Congress
20002000 First FWS guidanceFirst FWS guidance
20042004 INRMPsINRMPs satisfy critical habitat satisfy critical habitat 

designation requirement of ESAdesignation requirement of ESA
20042004 New FWS guidance neededNew FWS guidance needed



Sikes Act Sikes Act 
ChallengesChallenges

Managing workload Managing workload 
Developing quality INRMPsDeveloping quality INRMPs
Improving INRMP review timelinessImproving INRMP review timeliness
Streamlining concurrence processStreamlining concurrence process



Addressing Addressing 
ChallengesChallenges

Investigate creative fundingInvestigate creative funding
Assist the military in INRMP reviewAssist the military in INRMP review
Participate in INRMP development teamsParticipate in INRMP development teams
Ensure concurrence procedure followedEnsure concurrence procedure followed



The Three CriteriaThe Three Criteria

1.1. The INRMP provides a The INRMP provides a benefitbenefit to the to the 
species.species.

2.2. The INRMP provides certainty that it The INRMP provides certainty that it will will 
be implementedbe implemented..

3.3. The INRMP provides assurances that the The INRMP provides assurances that the 
conservation measures in the plan conservation measures in the plan will be will be 
effectiveeffective..



FWS FWS 
INRMP INRMP 
Review Review 
ProcessProcess

Installation informs Service (FO) of 
intent to prepare or revise INRMP

30 days prior to doing so;
and requests Service participation

Installation informs Service (FO) of 
intent to provide a draft INRMP

for review and coordination 60 days
prior to delivering document 

The FO will provide written 
acknowledgement of receipt of

draft INRMP within 15 days

The lead FO is responsible for sharing
draft INRMP with other programs or

offices to ensure complete programmatic
participation in INRMP review

The lead FO will provide comments,
or preliminary agreement, on the draft

INRMP within 60 days of receipt

Upon receipt of preliminary approval
by the FO, the installation will send
final draft INRMP to the Regional

Sikes Act Coordinator

The RO will acknowledge receipt 
of the final draft INRMP within 15 days

The RO will provide comments or
final agreement on the INRMP within

60 days of receipt

The  FO will
participate in the

development of INRMPs
as much as feasible

within time and
staff constraints

Indicate lead FO

Comments from all
offices and program

areas will be consolidated
into a single response

to the installation

Unless ESA
consultation needed

Unless
installation requests

critical habitat
review

If conflicts remain after extensive
efforts to resolve issues, RD will

make determination either to
withhold  Service agreement

or provide agreement on plan with
recommendations or caveats; 
Service should not withhold

agreement for concerns outside
our legal authorities

Figure 2. Fish and Wildlife Service Process for INRMP Review and Approval.  



Review ProcessReview Process
Inform FWS Field Office of intent.Inform FWS Field Office of intent.
Provide draft to FWS Field Office.Provide draft to FWS Field Office.
Field Office provides comments.Field Office provides comments.
Provide final draft to Regional Office.Provide final draft to Regional Office.
Regional Office provides comments Regional Office provides comments 
or concurrence.or concurrence.



ResourcesResources

DoD guidanceDoD guidance
Resources for Integrated Natural Resources Resources for Integrated Natural Resources 
Management Plan Implementation: A Management Plan Implementation: A 
Handbook for the Natural Resource Handbook for the Natural Resource 
Manager, DoD 2002Manager, DoD 2002
USFWS Field Office staffUSFWS Field Office staff



SummarySummary

Revised guidance Revised guidance 
Encourage partnershipsEncourage partnerships
Provide technical assistanceProvide technical assistance



USFWS ContactsUSFWS Contacts

National Sikes Act CoordinatorNational Sikes Act Coordinator
Regional Office CoordinatorRegional Office Coordinator
Field Office StaffField Office Staff
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