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INTRODUCTION

| nsurgent activity in the 21°' Century has sone distinctions
from past insurgencies. The battlefield of Iraq is where we are
faci ng these new changes, and the driving force behind these
attacks is a desire to prevent Iraq fromtransitioning to a
denocracy. |Insurgent forces hinder Iraq s struggle towards
denocracy by seeking to disrupt its progress. In order to face
t hese chal | enges and achi eve a successful canpai gn, one nust
consider a fewtopics. The first is to understand the current
envi ronment from which insurgents are operating. Second,
today’s forces need to prepare to operate within this
environnent, and they need the ability to adapt as insurgents
adapt and change their tactics.

Understanding the Current Environment

| nsurgents conducting attacks in Irag are able to occupy
entire cities, as denonstrated in Fallujah. Wthin these
cities, they occupy safe havens fromwhich to plan attacks and
store weapons against Allied/ Coalition forces. Typical tactics
i ncl ude constructing inprovised expl osive devices (IEDs) and
renot e-control | ed roadsi de bonbs. These tactics have had
devastating effects on convoys and personnel. Additionally,
these cities offer a nunber of sites insurgents can use to
conceal weapons caches. The insurgents are clever in the sense

that they are using sites such as nobsques and ceneteries to



store weapons. Even though sone sites are known to harbor
insurgents, this is not easy to deal with, as observed in
Fal I ujah. Al though these | ocations harbor eneny activity,
resolving the problemis not easy. Concerns about violating
religious buildings could elicit an adverse reaction fromthe
| ocal population, and this is a factor that Coalition forces
nmust take into account. Thus, the act of western forces
attacking or entering nosques has been prohibited in order to
prevent offending the | ocal populace. Not until both US and
Iragi forces isolated Fallujah with the purpose of clearing it
of all insurgents did the opportunity to counteract this nodus
operandi begin to deal an effective bl ow agai nst the insurgents.

Today' s battlefield requires a smarter approach to
counterinsurgency. In addition, this is made nore conpl ex when
t he sinmul taneous goal of winning the hearts and mnds is taken
into account and the prevention of offending the |ocal culture.
Mar k Kuki s of the National Journal suggests, “Wn the trust and
affection of civilians, and they’ ||l reveal what they know ”?
Because insurgents blend in with the |ocal population, it is
unlikely that Coalition forces can achi eve any real success
wi thout the aid of the Iraqi civilians.

Anot her point that counter-insurgency forces nmust consider

is providing a safe environnment for civilians and Iraqi

! Kuki s, Mark. “Counterinsurgency 101”. Washington: National Journal, 2004



authorities to operate free frominsurgent attacks. Ensuring
the success of lraqi forces to provide protection for the | oca
popul ation will enhance the overall opinion that a transition to
denocracy is attainable, and this will provide confidence for
the Iragi people.

Along with this, Coalition forces nust ensure the
protection of construction and rebuilding efforts. The w nning
of the hearts and mnds of the |ocal population as well as their
trust will be expedited if counter-insurgency operations can
sustain this environnent. Kukis described one solution that can

help with this by recommending that, “...lraqgi units would
probably operate nore effectively if they, for at |east a period
of time, had a few Anerican personnel with them..provide them
air power, and medical evacuation....”?

Preparing for today’s counterinsurgency operations

Tom G elten, reporting for National Public Radio,

interviewed retired Lieutenant General WIIliam Wallace and
Col onel Thomas Hammes (USMC) in Novenber 2004. During the
interview, General Wllace discussed the newy revised U S. Arny
manual on counterinsurgency. The manual states that, “defeating
an insurgent force requires nore than objective superiority over

it. Mre inportant are political refornms, civic action projects

and the restoration of basic governnent services in areas

2 Kuki s, Mark. “Counterinsurgency 101”. Washington: National Journal, 2004



af fected by an insurgency.”® Colonel Hammes adds, “we’re
constantly inproving the quality of the insurgent. And they are
learning; it’'s a |learning organi zation. You can see that in the
patterns of attacks, in the conplexity of the attacks and how
wel | targeted and tinmed they are.”?

Wth this understanding, it is evident that in preparing to
operate in today’'s insurgency battlefield, forces will need to
continue gaining intelligence on insurgent activities. Tinely
and accurate intelligence wll allow commanders to train forces
to counter these attacks.

Addi tionally, any counter-insurgency effort needs to
provi de projects that seek to provide basic services to the
| ocal population in a tinmely manner. The popul ati on shoul d be
able to discern a large benefit fromthe transition towards

denocracy over the previous governnent and its quality of life

or lack thereof. This cones down to basic |iving standards such

as running water and adequate electricity. |If the Iraqi
popul ati on can make this discernment, then it will be mnuch
easier to influence themin a positive, thus they will be nore

inclined to provide information about insurgent activities.

Continuing to adapt as insurgents adapt

3 Met z, Steven. “Unl earni ng Counterinsurgency”. Washington: The Oficer, Dec
2004
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One coul d concl ude that once any degree of success is
attai ned agai nst the insurgents, their demse wll soon follow
However, this is historically inaccurate. |nsurgents change
tactics as they continue to seek their goals. Therefore, it is
necessary to remain vigilant, adapt as they adapt, and keep
unrelenting pressure on them Kukis cites British mlitary
strategist Sir Robert Thonpson' s book, “Defeating Comruni st
| nsurgency”, as one of the best books witten on
counterinsurgency. In the book, Thonpson refers to the
successful operation of British forces in Mal aya, where the
British defeated the insurgency by, “steadily taking bits of
territory fromguerrillas and then ensuring they never | ost

t hem ”°

The recent attack against insurgents in Fallujah was a
tactical victory. However, if the insurgents who fled rather
than remained to fight sinply noved their base of operations to
another city, then Coalition forces can expect continued
attacks. The pursuit of the insurgents, wherever they are, nust
continue or US/Coalition forces will face another “Fallujah” in
a different location. Insurgents do not attack in a
conventional manner. Their attacks will continue to enpl oy
asymmetric warfare tactics, although it will be limted to a

smal | scal e. These attacks will be effective in nbst cases,

unl ess they | ose their capability to organi ze and operate.

® Kuki s, Mark. “Counterinsurgency 101”. Washington: National Journal, 2004



According to Kukis, continuing “Fallujah” style attacks will,
“force insurgents to gather in concentrations el sewhere in the
country where they can be confronted, and it denies them areas
of retreat.”®

Anot her aspect of current insurgent activity is the manner
in which it is organized. |In the past, insurgents organi zed
t hensel ves within a hierarchy and they received state support
fromcountries friendly to them However, as Steven Metz of “The
Oficer” wites, “lInsurgency is nutating. Mdern insurgents
tend to adopt | ooser, networked structures rather than
hi erarchi cal ones. Because they cannot count on state sponsors,
t hey undertake crimnal activity or ally thenmselves with gl oba
organi zed crinme. The form of avail abl e sanctuary, the nature of
allies and partners, and the ideol ogical framework of insurgency
all are changing.”

In order to continue to adapt to today’s insurgent forces,
it is necessary to | ook beyond the tactical picture, |ook at the
broader network from which they are generating support, and
attack that.

SUMMARY

The insurgent activity in lrag is an adapting operation

that has a different nethod of organization than that of past

insurgencies. This requires the United States to adapt as well.

® Kuki s, Mark. “Counterinsurgency 101”. Washington: National Journal, 2004



This should be not only at the tactical level but also at a

hi gher | evel to seek those individuals and groups that are
aiding the insurgents. |If the United States and its allies are
able to acconplish this, then perhaps success will occur sooner

rather than | ater.
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