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RAIL AND ROAD TRASPORT IN PAKISTAN:
COMPETITIVE OR COMPLEMENTARY?

,,: ..
By

Robert E. Looney·

Introduction

To satisfy the need for basic services and demands, to exploit.
new resources, and stimulate agricultural and industrial productivity and
exports, .a fully functional, well-placed rail and road network with a
hierarchy of linkages is essential. Although infrasturcture is commonly
regarded in terms of its physical form-'-, railroad track, roads, bridges,
ports, pipelines and, the like--, the real output of infrastruture is a
service: efficient movement of people and goods. Thus the efficacy of
infrastructure depends not only on the investments made in
in~rastructure but on the quality of service provided. The contribution of
infrastructure to an economy depends not only on the investments made
in infrastructure but on- the quality of service provided. As discussed in
more detail below, in terms of proviston of basic infrastructure, Pakistan
does not lag behind other countries' at a similar level of income and
development. However, in terms of quality, reliability and efficiency',
Pakista.n's infrastructure could critjcally constrain the country's'
economic growth as well as improvenents in livIng standards. . .'

The purpose of this paper is. to indentify possible
interdependencies between rail and road transport in Pakistan. Are these
sectors in competition for traffic and freight or are they complementary.
in the sense that expanded facilities ill ·one area stimulates follow on
activity in the other? Put differently has the country emphasized
complimentarity or is a substantial degree of competition ~ncouraged

among the various alternative modes?

The historical experiences of develped countries susggest that
each of the models noted above has prevailed at one time or another. I~

North America and Western Europe competition ainongmodes of
transport, although constrained by regulation has been relatively free and
open. The former Soviet Union and to lesser extent Japan have been
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