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FOREWORD

Exploiting the successes of the Hollandia operations, Task
Forces were organized by the Sixth Army to seize Wakde Island; Sami,
on the mainland of Dutch New Guineaj and Biak ;sland. ‘The Wakde and
Sarmi landings were made with scheduled sug¢cess; on 27 May 194k, landings
were made at Bosnek, Biak Island, by the Hﬁrficane TaSk Forée. .

It is not the purpose of this history to cover the organizaticn
of the Hurricane Task Force by the Ll‘a.st‘Infa.nfo'ry Division; or their plan-.
ning, landing, or early tactical sit\,ages‘ During a decisive phase of the
operation, the Headquarters I Corp; was ordered to Biak as Headquarters
Hurricane Task Fg;‘gg. It is during thafc.'pezfiod that this history is con-
cerned,

A form of warfare was encountered that required experimenta-
tion, trial and error, and all of our available weapons before the ﬁs—
sion céuld be accomplished. .Many lessons may be learned from this operation
that may lessen casualties ip future operations in which the terrain offers
similar strong defensive positions to the Japanese, In that event, this

history should prove of value.

g‘gﬂ L bodittige—

BERT L. EICHELBERGER
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CHAPTER I

Ihe Terrain

Biak is located in the Schouten Island group; north of Geelvink
Bay, and approximately one degree south of the equator, The island is
shaped like a foot, with the heel to the south and the toe pointing te
the east. Terrain studies have described the upper'third of B;Lak as moun-
tainous, and the remaining two-thirds as essentially flat. The ground

action of the Biak campaign occured on the "essentially flat" portion.

_ =
Area Due North of Mokmer Drome

The southern and eastern areas, while flat in part, are broken
by steep, elevated coral and limestone terraces which rise with steplike
precision to an inland plateaﬁ. Within the terraces and cliffs are count-
less caves, many of which are connected and interconnected by fissures and
tunnels. Stalactites and stalagmites add to the near impregnability of
the caves as defensive positions.

Biak appears td-be principally of coral rock, thrust up by vol-
canic action in successive stages. The caves approximate levels which

probably mark "pauses" in the upthrusts during which the rock, then at



sea level, was dissipated by water action and later raised. Sump caves
are the largest, and are incident to famlts which appear to have existed
while the caves, now 200 or more feet above sea level, were at sea level,
Vegetation on the terraces is primarily rain forest; further
inland, scrub and secondary growth predominate. The south-central and
eastern areas of Blak are without surface streams, as the terrain is ine
clined to subterannean streams and pools, Springs and water points are
rare and their posgsescion was of high iﬁportance threughout the operation.
The Japanese defense of Biak was based on brilliant appreciation and use
of the terrain; his defeat was accomplished by the canalization of a con-
siderable porf;ion of the J apanese force by a relatively small number of
our troops, while the remainder of our forces crushed his main defenses.
This was possible because of the most unusual terrain éonditions which

will be discussed throughout this history.



CHAPTER -IY

. Afrival of Headguarters 1 Corps at Biak
On the 14th of June, 194k lLieutenant General Walter Krueger,
Commanding General.of the Sixth Army and of the Alamo Task Force, called
General Eichelﬁerger for a conferencé_at 1800K. The latter was at once
informed that he would proceed without delay to Biak with the entire

Headquarters I Corps and assume command of the Hurricane Task Force. It
T

. was explained hat ter continuous hea fightin coupled with extreme=
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It waszfurther‘explalned that the r

at Biak °

indice that the success
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Major General Horacé H. iﬁiier was 1nformed th;;AﬁgonTrélléf from command
of the task force he would retain command of the 4lst Division. General
Eichelberger was also informed that the 34th iInfantry was under orders
to_proceed to Biak to reinforce the Hurricane Task Force,
It was decided to move Headquarters and Headyuarters Company
‘ I Corps and Headquarters and Headquarters Battery 1 Corps Artillery to
Biak in two echelons. The advance party was to go by air. The remaining
personnel was to follow by water transportation. At 0830K, 15 June, the
advanced echelon of the I Corps Headquarters departed from Lake Sentani
for Biak by Catalina Flying boats., The planes landed on open seé at the
destination, and at 1230K reached the shore.
Upon landing General Eichelberger immediately assumed command
of the Hurricane Task Force, He spent the afternoon at the front, observ-
‘ ing the fofward positions and discussing the situation with Major General
Fuller. On this same date, the remaining officers and enlisted men of the
Corps Headquarters (except those still in the Rear kchelon at Goodenough
leand), the Headquarters and Headquarters Battery 1 Corbs Artillery, and

the 34th Lnfantry Regiment, boarded LSTs. The LSTs sailed the following



day for Biak, escorted by destroyers.

The ground situation at this time was as shown on the accom-
panying map. After landing at Bosnek, the 162nd infantry had attempted
to seize Mokmer Drome by a drive along the coast.. The regiment extended
its 1ines without obtaining contrel of the dominating ridges above
the coast. As a result 1ts flang was sttacked by the Japs at "the
Narrows', a point vicinity Mokmer Village, at which the high coastal
ridge extended almost to the sea. While‘thé advanced elements of the
162nd Infantry were withdrawn by water and by overland movement, the Task
' Force Commander countered this situation by ordering the 186th infantry
to move to the north of Bosnek, then west and seccure Mokmer Drome from
the north and northeast,

The 186th had originally moved along the coast to the east
after landing at Bosnek, Therefofe, their move to the drome necessitated
a long march over very difficult terrain, Heavy fighting was continuous;
water was critical; many men were close to the point of exhaustion. The
186th had captured a water-hole in the hills north of Bosnek, but was
forced to withdraw before the water point could be organized due to the
emergency which developed as the Japs cut into the lines of the 162nd.
After seizure of Mokmer Drome, the 186th relaxed but slightly. Although
they had pushed through the high ground north of the drome, they failed
to secure it after the drome was captured. Japs moved again to these
ridges, and were in a position to fire on the drome area, and on the 186th.
Mokmer Drome had been repaired and surfaced to 4,000 feet but Jap f{ire
from the ridges denied the use of the drome. The 186th pivoted to face
the Jap positions in a northeasterly direction. Several frontal attacks
had been attempted, but with little success,

The 162nd Infantry, after reorganization following its engagement
in the Narrows, moved up to the trail leading northwest of Mokmer drome and

reached the Sump Holes (see map coordinate 32,7 - 42,0). The 1lst Battalion



encountered the strong enemy positions there. The 2d and 3d Battalions
faced north and west at the right side of the Sump Hole, their lines
forming a "V". This regiment had also attempted frontal attacks on the
enemy in that érea without success.

The 163rd Infantry landed at Bosnek on 27 May 1944, after having
been withdrawn from the completed Wakde operation. This regiment continued
the migsion that the 186th had begun: the elimination of enemy in the
ridges east of Bosnek. This unit (less the 3d Bn) waa placed under task
force control and'their mission was enlarged to include the ridges west
of Bosnek as far as Parai town. Their operations consisted of patrolling
and mopping up areas'bordering the coastal track, and securing the water
point north of Bosnek that the 186th had captured prior to its move to
the Mokmer Drome arca., The 3d Battalion had moved overland to the north-
east of the enemy main defenses, and had succeeded in establishing a squad
on the crest of Hill 320. This battalion remained under control of the
41st Division. Hill 320 was the dominating terrain feature within the -
entire zone of action north of the dromes and afforded excellent observa-
tion. The unexpected move by this 3d Battalion patrol evidentaly took the

Japs by surprise.
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CHAPTER III

The Attack of June 19

After complete investigation of the situation, which included
twg days of observing the battle situation in the forward areas, one of
the Commanding General's first orders required a reinforced company to man
the OP on Hill 320, By the end of that day a plan for attack on 19 June
was formulated. ' The enemy situation héd been none too clear throughout
the operation. The existing maps were partially inaccurate and of course
ctould only give indications of the detailed ground conformation, A few
vertical aerial photographs were available but these failed to show the
terrain features dictating the enemy defense: the net works of caves.
From personal observations, intensive study of captured documents and
such information as could be obtained from the limited number of prisoners,
the Commanding General reached the conclusion that one Japanese infantry
battalion defended the Sump Holeé area, and thé high ground to the north;
and that a smaller force defended the high ridges northwest of Mokmer
Drome. Enemy positions in the remainder of the southeastern part of the
island were believed to be a battalion. This estimate was.correct as far
as the high ground north of the Dromes was concerned. Enemy dispositions
at other locations on the island were positively determined at a later
date.

The plan of attack required a reorganization within all units,
and movements to assembl& areas in preparation‘for coordinated attack.
The field order, issued late in the night of 17 June, ordered a limited
objective attack on 19 June. The mission was to envelop the enemy right
(south) flank; seize the high ground north of Mokmer Drome; and required

that the ridgeline 1,000 yards east of Borokoe Drome be occupied. This
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last requirement was in preparation for a subsequent attack on Borokoe
and Sorido Dromes.

The plan for attack necessitated that a small force canalize
the Japanese strength in the ridges east of Mokmer Village. The 163rd Infan-
try (less 3d Battalion) was directed to increase the tempo of their pa-
trol activity; and to locate and engage the enemy forces within their
area. It was evident from the number of caves , holes and precipices,
the the Japanese were free to choese the location of their positions at
will. His main strength could be shifted to counter any localized attack
that our forces might make. It was necessary that any shift of eneny
gtrength be prevented prior to attack of 19 June. The remaining battal-
ion of the 163d Infantry - the 3d Batﬁalion —~ was ordered to move north-
west and occupy a position on the high ground to the north of the
Japanese positions. The 162d Infantry, still in the neighborhood of the
Sump hole, was to remain in the positions they held at that time. 1In the
coordinated attack, the 162d was ordered to continue its frontal attacks.
The 186th Infantry was to attack to the north and to the east from its
assembly positions on the ridge above Mokmer Drome. If successful, the
enemy would be enveloped, with the 186th Infantry on the high ground
north and west of the Jap positions, the 2d and 3d Battalions of the‘162d
Infantry in the low ground to the south in defensive positions, and the
3d Battalion of the 163d Infantry on the high ground to the north and to
the west of the enenmy.

‘ On 18 June 1944, the remainder of the Headquarters I Corps, the
34th Infantry, and the Headquarters and Headquarters Battery I Corps Ar-
tillery, and the 167th Field Artillery Battalion (which had joined the
convoy at Wakde) arrived'at Biék. General Fuller, who at his own request
had been relieved of command of the 41st Division by Commanding General Alamo

Force, left the area around 1100K. Brigadier Gener=l Doe was temporarily
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placed in command of the Division. General Doe moved his headquarters

‘that day to his advanced command post, which was south of Molmer Drome.

The I Corps, taking over its duties as Headquarters of Hurricane Task
Force, established a command posi on the beach near the village of Man-
don. The 34th Infantry was attached to the Alst Division. Except for
small labor detachmenﬁé and vehicles, the regiment was moved from Bosnek
to Parai in LCTs. During the remainder of that day and the 19th of June,
the regiment assembled at the west end of Mokmer Drome. It was made def-

inite in the field order of 17 June that the 34th Infantry would not be

committed in the attack of 19 June without authorization of the Task Force

Commander, 'Plans were in process to use this regiment in a drive west to
Sorido villaée, and in the securement of Borokoe and Serido Dromes.

On 19 June 1944, the coordinated attack of the 41st Division
was launched as planned. The Attack met with complete success and over-
ran Japanese resistance to the north of the Sumps. The attack was wit-
negsed by General Eichelberger, who on returning to his CP radioced General
Krueger that at 1600K the situation was incomparably better. Lincluded in
the radio was his statement that Mokmer Drome was now secure from hostile
ground attack. During the attack the 2d Battalion, 186th Infantry, advanced
NE to the ridge extending from (32.,3-42.9). The 3d Battalion, 186th Lnfantry
supporting the attack, advanced north on the trail to (31.9 - L3.4). The
1st Battalion, 186th (nfantry, attacking from the west, pushed in to a
point approaching the '"nose" at (32.4 -~ 42.8), V

The 162d Infantry executea a holding mission during the attack,
The 1st Battalion engaged with thé enemy at the eastern end of the Sumps,
it was beginning to be apparent that the Sumps were the key position in
the Jap defense north of the drome. The 2d and 3d Battalions of the 162d
Infantry reorgénized and improved their position; however, the relative

location of their front lines was unchanged.,

-8
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CHAPTER IV

The Attack of June 20

With thé successful accomplishment of the limited objective mission,
Field Order Number 3 was issued. This order required that the enemy be
destroyed in the Sump area, and that Sorido Village be seized and secured.
The 41lst Division with 34th Infantry, 60lst Tank.Co, 121st FA Bn, 947th
FA Bn, and 3rd Bn, 163rd Infantry attached was directed to continue its
princ¢iple mission of destroying the eneﬁy forces in the area around the
Sumps, the previously mentioned "Nose", and in the Teardrop area. The
Teardrop may be seen on the map a£ coofdinates (32.5 - 43.5). It was
specified that one RCT seize and secure Borokoe and Sorido Dromes, and
secure Sorido Village, fhis RCT was further orﬁered to occupy the high
ground overlooking Mokmer, Borokoe, and_Sorido Dromes.

The 163rd Infantry (less the 3rd Bn) with the 146th FA Bn and A4lst
Ren Troop attached, remained in Task Force Reserve. The Task Force
Reserve was ordered to continue their assigned mission Qf vigorous
patrolling in the ridges and cliffs north of Bosnek and extending to
the eastern énd of the island.

The attack was launched at 0630K on 20 June and was successful.
Borokoe Drome was occupied at 1027K by the 1st Bn, 34th Infantry, and
conpanies A and C advanced to the east edge of the ridge above the drome,
Sorido Drome was occupied by the 2nd Bn, 34th Infantry at00930K, and
Companies F and G moved onto the ridge north of Borokée Drome with
little resistance. The 3rd Bn pushed on to Sorido Village meeting light
resistance, Company I established a road block on the trail north of
Sorido village., Company K batrolled west toward Insirom.

The 162d Infantry continued their operations in the Suhphole area,
Late in the afternoon of June 20, the attacking units withdrew to their
battalion periméter, after being entirely unsuccessful in their efforts
to reduce the Sump Caves. Jap snipers had been unusually active from
their well concealed positions in crevices and recesses in the ridges

around the Sumps. During the night, the Japs came out of their cave



I«'\

positions and made a series of harassing af,tacks. Mountain guns and
mortars were brought out from the caves and were fired on Mokmer Drome
and on the road., Before morning, they were returned to the caves; which
caves, the infantrymen did not know.

Company L, 163rd Infantry, was occupying the OF on Hill 320. This
unit moved out of position early during the morning of 20 June. As socn
as this change was discovered by the Task Force Commander, the unit was
immediately ordered to reoccupy this position. Fortunately the Japs in
that vicinity did not realize that Hill 320 was unoccupied and Company L
ﬁas able to reoccupy the position without enemy interference. The enemy
occupied positions throughout the area in the immediate vicinity of Hill
320 and intermittently placed mortar fire and mountain gun fire on the
units of the 3rd Battalion, 163rd Infantry.

'mroﬁghqut the night the 186th Infantry received mountain gun fire |
from Jap positions near 31.,0-41.0. During the day of 20 June, this unit's
effort to advance was slowed by heavy machine gun, rifle, and mortar
fire. The regiment was forced to dig in at 13COK in the afternoon, due
to increased enemy fire of all types. During the period 84 Japs were
killed., Fleven of our troops were killed and 47 wounded., The majority of
our casualties were due to mortar fire., Our casualties might well have

been much higher except for advantageous use of unusually broken terrain.

-
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CHAPTER V

The Assault on the Sumps

On June 21, the lst Battalion of the 162nd Infantry, again sent
troops to the Sumps, preceded Sy two patrols on the high ground on each
side of the Sump area. The Jap snipers, who had made so much trouble
the day before, were wiped out. While under the cover of automatic
and small arms fire, men with flame throwers sprayed sniper positions.
Occasionally, the sniper would run out, screaming; but usually would b§
found gtill in his position; charred and burning slowly.

Freed from sniper trouble, and supported by two Sherman Tanks,
inra.nt.rymen resched points on the western lip of the Sump, from which
they could fire-and throw grenades into the entrances of some of the
caves. As enemy soldigrs would appear, they would be immediately
riddled with bullets; but as thesain cave entrances were shielded by
stalagmites and stalactities, the Jap positions were still strongly
held.

The cave at the western end of the Sump (labeled "1" in the éketch)
was attacked on this date. Tank fire was brought azainst the cave -en-
trance and flame throwers were fired into the mouth of the cave., This
particular cave was shaped like a well. To further eliminate the enemy,
five large drums of gasoline were poured into the cave through crevises
.and seepage points that had been found on top of the cave. This gas—
oline was ignited. No personnel were sent into the cave at this time,
as it was suspected that there were connecting tunnels leading té oth;r
installations, at that time not reduced. A series of explosions were
heard the following day. It was believed that the gasoline inside was
still burning, and had reached ammunition stores.

Attack was continued against a second cave position without success,
At dark the attacking units pulled back to the 1lst Battalion area and 4.2
mortars fired on eneny positions tnroughout the night. )
During the night, Japs again attacked, and over one hundred made an

effort to reach Korim Bay.

-11 -
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Information was obtained from a prisoner of war who revealed that
0300 on 22 June, Colonel Kuzume, Commander of the 222nd Infantry, held
a ceremony in the main Sump Cave, The colonel is reported to have
stated that all able bodied soldiers should attempt a withdrawal to the
northvin any way they might find possible. Docuzents were then destroyed
and gasoline poured on the regimental colors. When the colors had been
burned the troops yelled the traditional “Banzaii".

The 3rd Battglion, 163rd Infantry, made an effort to contact'the
186th Infantry without success, Due to dense jungle and incorrect map,
the positions of this battalion were difficult to locate. The 186th
Infantry sent out patrols in force throughout the day. During the day
81 enemy dead were counted with tﬁe lose of 7 of our men KIA and 16 WIA.

Throughout the night of 20 June, Jap mortar fire was placed in the
186th Infantry area. There were no casualties however, The broken
terrain offered almost complete protection against fire unless directly
hit. -

The 34th Infantry greatly improved their positions on 21 June. after
capturing the Borokoe and Sorido Dromes and Sorido Village, the 34th .
Infantry had sent out units to secure the high ground north of the Dromes,
This was done as directed on 20 June. On 21 June contacts were made
between units occupying the high ground north of the Dromes and road
blocks were established on the Korim Trail and on the‘road leading north-
west from the Sumphole area. Company I repulsed three counter-attacks
on ihe Korim Trail during the night of 21 June.

During the night of 21 June and early morning of 22 June, the Japs
attempted a suicidal effort to break through the lines of the 186th
Infantry. In the face of this night assault, the 186th Infantry demon-
strated their ability to withétand a fierce night attack with a re-
markable degree of courage and skill. 109 Japs were killed. Only one
man of the 186th was killed. This casualty occurred when a Japanese
Jumped in the soldier's fox hole and fired a grenade killing them both.

It is believed that this Japanese force was the main portion of

the remainder of the Sump Hole garrison.,
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Early morhing on June 22 found the areas around the lip of the
Sumps littered with Jap dead. As in preceding nights, the Japs had
pulled their heavy weapons into open positions ffom.which to fire on
the road and on Mokmer Drome. This time, our early morning patrols were
prepared for them. Many Japs who had not withdrawn to participate in
the suicidal attack through the 186th Infantry, were caught in the
open, before they could ge‘b. back into the caves. In one case, six
Japanese took cover in a shell crater; they were seen and a 60mm mortar
fired its first registration shell inte the crater with them. All

were killgd a3 shown in the illustration below.

Later in the morning the infantry secured the lip of the Sump
under cover of 50 cal. machine gun and 75mm gun fire from tanks. Sev-
eral experiments had been tried in the reduction of the Sump caves,
but none so effective as the 850-pound charge of dynamite lowered by .
engineers into the cave entrance. The charge was lowered into the
cave by a winch and fired electrically. This effectively reduced the
cave. Only a few Japs survived the explosion most of whom came running

out; at least one was insane. LiBkagy
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Systematically, the remaining caves were reduced by the combina-
tion of tank fire, explosives and flame throwers. The caves were
reduced for practical purposes on this day. It was reported that
troops entered the caves on 25 June, However, it was not until 27
June that the last Jap had been killed within the Sump network., On
that day, the inner recesses of the caves were entered and gearched,
Considerable equipment waé found, including generators, field guns,
mortars and a.high-powered radio. There were also large stores of
food and ammnition. Living conditions must have been unbearable for
the Japs. The smell of the rotting bodiés permeated the tunnels and
inner chambers,

Bj the end of 23 June nearly all enemy resistance in the high
ground north of the Dromes had ceased, Many Japs were killed through-
out the area but no organized positions were contacted. The semi-~
organized positions opposing the 186th Infantry were hourly becoming
more untenable for the Japs. The Task Force Commander was now able
to turn his attention to organized Jap positions in the ridges north

of Mokmer and Ibdi Towns,



5T ,
: o ®
/ ") !
o
GENERALLY FLAT TERRAIN
® 9
A Des ®
S
® 2 PLATOONS7]
, llz:
////

/ ATTAEK OF 163° INF. 26427 JUNE
WD'CoE Nap ScrouTep IsLanps,Sdace 1:20000
——SOUENGGAR. ‘

AT

SHEET INDEX

ISETANE




CHAPTER VI

The Ridge Pockets

The 163rd Infantry (less 3rd Bn), as has been previously men-
tioned, had the mission of patrelling the ridges between Parai and
Warwe. The enemy situation had developed as follows: On 21 June,
Company ¥, 163rd Infantry, from their location on the high ground

northwest of Ibdi, were sattacking to the scuthwest. At a point 13

miles northwest of Ibdi they set strong enemy resistance. Ihis
company had missed the enem& outpost positions and when it opened
fire it received fire from three directions. Other elements of the
163rd Infantry were due north of this position on a high piece of

ground and observed the fire. A hegvy machine gun firing from that

(T

position evidently led the Japs to believe that they were being at-
tacked by a sizesble force and they opened up all along their position
on the high ground to their north. The executive officer of the 163rd
Infantry reported that the fire power encountered was that of a -
battalion, ‘

During this barrage of fire of all types, Company ¥ withdrew to
a point along the ridge which it gould hold. One platoon remained in
that location to prevent any move to the east and the remainder of
the company moved on back to Ibdi Town.

Throughout June 22nd and June 23rd the Jap positions along the
ridge were harassed by heavy artillery and fire from the 163rd In-

fantry Cannon “ompany. (n 24 June the enemy position was skip bombed

by 12 B-25s, Previous reccnnaissance of the positions had been made
in a Piper Cub. It was observed that the main enemy defensive position
was apparently in a large cylindrical hole with caves leading off

from its side, It was hoped that the B-258 would be able to secure
a direct hit in this hole. 1t was believed but not positively
determined that the B-25s did drop one bomb into the cave.

On 24 June the 163rd Infantry Regiment, still under Task Force
control, participated in a coordinated attack with the 41st Division.

to seize the ridge extending from a point northwest of Ibdi to a point
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north of Mokmer Village;

The 3rd Battalion had been under control of the Llst Division
but. was at thic time releésed to the 163rd Infantry and placed in
reserve occupying a position on the trail north of Mandom.

In order to facilitate the accomplishment of the regimental
mission, it was decided to eliminate the enemy strong point northwest
of Ibdi which had been under artillery fire and air bombing. The
scheme of maneuver was an enveleping movement. The lst Battalion,
attacking from the north aﬁd northwest; and Company F of the 2nd
Battalion, attacking from the southwest, were to be the assault
elements; while Company & occupied a position to the east where it
could block and hold, By 1800, 25 June, all units had closed in
their assembly area,

After heavy preparatory fire from supporting weapons, the attack |
was launched at 0530 on 26 June. It is significant to note that this @é\@§&
attack was launched before daylight, a move too infrequently attempted
by our forces in jungle fighting. The result was highly satisfactory,
as the attack was a complete surprise to the enemy. Many of his for-
ward positions, normally occupied only during daylight, were found
unmanned., This factor helped the attacking forces advance rapidly
during the initial stages of the attack. They later contacted a
series of enemy.emplacements well organized in depth and protected
by heavy sniper fire. The advance continued but progress was slower.
The close of the day's fighting found the regiment in position as
shown on the accompanying map; two platoons of Company A at thé time
were heavily engaged.in a fire fight,

It was then decided to move Company F west to a position ad-
 Joining the Company G area «nd assist that company in its mission to
blocking énd holding. Company F by the end of the day, 27 June, had
taken up its new positaion. During the day, the other elements of the
of the attacking force made slight advances which improved their
positions so that they would be better prepared to continue the attack
the following day.

- 16 -
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In the meantime, it was well known to the Task Force Commander
that the Mokmer Pocket, or "Bast Cave" was stili occupied by the
Japanese, This position was located in the cliffs north of Mokmer
Town, and though seldom active, was always a potential threat to our
traffic on the road to the airdromes. In fact the road was forced
to be closed on one occasion when the Japs placed mortar fire on the
shoulders of the road. On the night of June 23, the Task Force Maﬁor
Pool was shelled; howsver, no damage was done.

A company of infantry was given the mission of reducing this
position, but by June 27, had met with only slight success. The
Jape were engaged in several fife fights, but their resulys were
alwafs unokserved,

On 27 June, Japs again shelled the main road forcing a halt to
our vehicles., An alr strike was made on the Jap position by twelve
P«40s. 1t was believed highly successful; the planes bombed and
strafed for nearly an hour. At the completion of the strike, the
Jap positions were silent.

After the I Corps had returned to Hollandia, the cliff positions

were entered. The accompanying schematic drawing shows the main

strong point as described by the assaulting party.
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'CHAPTER VII

Conclusion

About ten days after arrival at Biak, a radiogram was received
from the'Commanding General, Alaﬁo Force, directing that plans be pre=
pared to return hHeadquarters I Corps to Hollandia as soon as the emer=
gency had been cleared sufficiently to permit turning the command of
the task force over to Genera) Doe,

‘The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, I Corps and the Head-
quarters aﬁd>Headquarters Battery, 1 Corps Artillery returned to Hel-
landia in three echelons; two groups returning by air transport, and
the remainder by water. Command of the Hurricane Task Force was re-
linquished by General Eichelberger on 27 June and General Doe assumed
command. ’ '

By this time the situation at Biak was one in which complete enemy

dispositions were known, The organized pockets were under constant

attack and mopping-up activities were entering the final stages in
clearing out the remnants of the 222nd Infantry. A situation map on
the following page shows the disposition of our troops at 0900K, 28

June, when General Eichelberger departed from Mokmer Drome, enroute

Hollandia.
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G=1 REPORT

1. Frior to the arrival at Biak of Corps Headjuarters, the G-1
functions had been handled by the 4lst Divisien for the lask Force.
The current G=1 Periodic Report was jin the process of cempilation
and at a conference of Corps amd Division G-1 Sections, it was de-
cided that the best results would be obtained by permitting Division
to complete the report,

2. Before the time arrived for the compilation of the subsequent
(=1 Periodic keport word wag received of the imminent relief of Corps
Headquarters. In view of the fact and in order to maintain continuity
of the Task Force G-1 effort, the Corps and the 4lst Division G=1
Sections worked in close cooperation in the maintenance of station
lists, strength reports and other documents. In this way, a great deal
of duplication of work was obviated. Decorations were awarded by
Corps to units not attached to the Division.

3, One of the deficiencles noted immediately was the lack of an
adequate casual camp, although one had been started. Despite con-
tinuous efforts, the camp was not up to desired standard, even when
the Task Force reverted from Corps control. Such an installation is
a necessary part of every task force and should be given some con=
sideration during the plamning stage of an operation. The casual
camp on Biak Island, unsatisfactory as it may have been, served the
following purposes:

a., Personnel temporarily attached to the force such as
surplus Buffalo drivers, were kept there pending return to their units.
Personnel going on DS were also quartered there, All arrangements
for the transportation of personnel by water, except direct evacuation
of sick and wounded, were thus handled by a single individual, the
camp comuander. In case adequate facilities were not available, he
arranged the priorities,

b. Personnel released from hospitals in the rear area were
transferred to the camp. They were reequipped as far as possible and
then transported to their units.

¢. When hospitals became over~crowded, convalescent patients
and those with minor ailments such as skin diseases were transferred
" to the camp under adequate medical supervision,

4. The most glaring deficiencies were a lack of kitchen equipment
and transportation facilities., Cots, blankets, hammocks and tentage
were begged, borrowed or stolen. The camp location was the poorest in
the entire area because it was the last to be selected, Prior to
Corps! arrival, the casuals were camped on the edge of the cemetery.

5. Recommendations for casual camp:

a, That in planning the lay-out of an area, a casual camp
site be selected within walking distance of the beach area. The
tendency to grant such a camp any area that happens to be left over
should be avoided.

b. That sufficient equipment be made available to house and
feed a camp of the desired size. (In Hollandia and Biak approximately
200 men were handled daily.) This should include at least one 2% ton
truck, one % ton truck and one % ton truck.
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c. That an officer be assigned as camp commander, with an
of ficer assistant. The C.0. will require an acting first sergeant,
a duty sergeant, a clerk, and six cooks and cooks' helpers. OUne
- medical ofticer and two enlisted men will be required, more if con-
valescents are to be quartered in the camp. All other labor and
personnel can normally be drawn from among the casuals in the camp at
the time. ' e

d. The camp commander should be authorized to draw from QM
the supplies neceesary to return a man to a line unit completely
equipped,

6. It is also notable that combat units engaged in an operation
are not receiving replacements, <lhe infantry regiments on Blak were
reporting an effective strength as much as 30% below their authorized
T/O. At the same time hundreds of infantry replacements were waiting
for transportation from various points in New Uuinea and Australia.
Adequate personnel iz as important as sufficient ammunition and should
be granted an equal place in planning the logistics of resupply.
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G-2 REPORT

1o, PLANNING PHASE:

There was not a great deal of time avallable for planning by
this headquarters for the BIAK Campaign. Two primary factors
contributing to this situation were: (1) Until alerted for the
opsration, the primary effort of the G=2 Section was concentrated
on the mopping=up phase of the HOLLANDIA Campaign. Between re=
ceipt of alert orders and actual embarkation a period of less
than 24 hours; the job of packing and turning over the HOLLANDIA
Operation to the 24th Division left 1ittle opportunity for orient-
ations (2) Before being alerted, the section had received one
copy of Special Report No, 67 on the SCHOUTEN ISLANDS, the litho=
graphed photo annex, and had received a few maps (Scale 1:20,000)
of the BIAK Area, When the 34th Infantry was unexpectedly aleprted
to go to BIAK several days before, they had no preparatory material,
At their request, this section gave the 3ith Infantry all but file
copies of available material,

2, OPERATICNS:
a, Orientation:

Upon arrival at BIAK on 15 June, the Chief of Section
plunged into an orientation schedule which called for personal
inspections and discussions with front line commanders during the
"~ daylight hours and study of the earlier phases of the operation
and the broad picture of the current period at night, C(lose
liaison was maintained with the G=2 of the Division.

By 18 June, when the Section arrived, the Chief of Section
was prepared to actively direct the operations.

b, Personnel:

At this time, the Section was composed of the Chief of
Section, Executive Officer and one operations officer (all of whom
were experienced), and one newly transferred Captain, a former
regimental S«2, There had been no apprecizble change in the en-
listed personnel, numbering 27 men, since the HOLLANDCIA Campaign.

The CIC Detzchment under one officer and the ATIS Deteche
ment under one officer were the same as those which functioned
during the HOLLANDIA Campaign.

co Organization:

The operations of the section itself, did not vary from
normal G-2 procedure; however, a marked effort was made to inte-
grate plans and procedure into those already adopted and in use
by the G=2 Section of the Division. Both headquarters had pre- -

~viously trained together and served tcgether in the HOLLANDIA
Campaigne AS it worked out the integration was successfully
achieved with a minimum of administrative complications,

de Communications:

Throughout the Corps! phase of the campaign, communications
were a constant source of difficulty. Our beachhead was eight to
fifteen miles long, varying in depth frem 1,000 yards to 5,000
yards. Telephone lines were of necessity strung along the beach
road, the only means of latersl communications, Combat units ser-
vice activities along the rcad frequently destroyed lines or other-
wise interrupted services The disadvantage of the time-lag in
radio communications needs no comments
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€o E’lgly :

The deminant factor of the BIAK Campaign, was the high
combat efficiency of the enemy. For a detailed Enemy Orcer of
Battle as compiled 26 June 1944, from captured documents and
PWs, see Annex No. l.

The enemy, principelly the 222nd Infantry Regiment of the
36th Division, characterized Japanese military tradition at its
best, By 1800K, 28 June, 2801 enemy had been killed in action and
only 13 taken prisoner. Of the prisoners, all but one were from
other than combat service elements and therefore of limited tacti-
. cal assistance,

Further, the enemy at all times displayed a remarkable
security consciousness from the point of view of documents and
identifications carried on personnel, literally hundreds of enemy
dead were searched in vain for documents or other identification.
Those documents that were found, were principally from abandoned
enemy headquarters in which all enemy personnel had been killed
before destruction of documents could be completed, Many enemy
were killed inside of caves and on ridges or ledges from which
thelr bodies could not be recovered and gearched,

The enemy's commendable use of security measures made CIC
work exceedingly difficult but at the same time emphasized the
importance of having CIC personnel attached with forward battalions
30 that no opportunity will be lost to search enemy dead during the
heat of battle. Once darkness fell the enemy 1lost little time in
removing his dead and woundede

f, Natives:

Much information, however, was gained by CIC, through NICa,
from natives., The natives of the island had been hostile to the
enemy from the outset of Japanese invasion and upon learning of the
arrival of our forces they came in droves to be fed, cared for and
interrogated by NICA under the direction of the Task Force Com~
mander., Many natives volunteered tc act as guldes and also to per=
sonally infiltrate deep into enemy held territory in order to pro-
cure information,

Because of the dearth of documents and PWs, ATIS activity
was of limited but vital assistance.

ge Liaison:

The BIAK Campaign further emphasized the imperative neces-
sity of close liaison between the Navy, Air Force and Ground Force,
The mutual exchange of information of intelligence value was con-
tinuous and had important results. Exchange of information with
the Navy was expedited by the presence of a Navy liaison officer,
who for a period lived at the Task Force CP and later with the Navy
at the WOENDI ISLAND PT Base, Liaison was excellent while the
officer remained with the Task Force but, when he joined the PT
Base it became difficult to communicate with him, '

Air liaison was never adequately established to gain a
maximum of mutual advantage. ixtreme difficulty was met in at-
tempts to procure vital aerial photo reproduction, the taking of
new photos of critical areas (for use by patrols and Artillery),
and the arranging for specific aerial reconnaissance, It was also
difficult to procure bombing and strafing support. In those inci-
dents where liaison was established, results were excellent.

3. LESSONS LEARNED:

a. That the perscnnel of the section should be maintained in
sufficient strength tc operate with a maximum of efficiency. This
should include provision for enough liaison officers tc keep in
personal touch with the situation at subcrdinate headquarters,
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b. That the close liaison achieved between the Navy (PT)
headquarters and Ground Force Headquarters by having a Naval
liaison officer in the Task Force CP, should be adopted in future
operations, . '

¢, That air-ground force liaison should be improved by having
either an officer from the Task Force stationed with the local air
Force Headguarters, or an officer from the local Air Headquarters
with the Task Force, or boths In a situation where ground fight-
ing is critical, close liaison and timely cooperation is vitally
important,

d. That CIC personnel with combat forces should be augmented
to a point where at least two CIC non=coms may be attached to
each forward battalion as well as a substantial detachment main-
tained intact with the Division (and Corps) Headquarters,

e« That all personnel of the command must be further impressed
with the importance of communications ag exemplified in any tele-
phone line.

f« That the importance of taking prisoners must be further
emphasized to all combat troops.

g« That the importance of patrolling must be further empha-
sized laying particular stress on the importance of NOT killing
Japs while on reconnaissance missions, BUT of procuring information,

h, That in the tactical evaluation of terrain, there is no
substitute for personal investigation in contrast to the study of
aerial photos or lpoking at the terrain in question from a distance,

i. r?%at greater emphasis be given to the importance of map
corrections. All too often units in a given area make note of in-
accuracies in contours, track locations, etc., but do not notify
higher headouarters so that these corrections may be applied to
the maps being used by other unitsztj

Jo That interrogation of natives is exceedingly difficult and
may be brought to its maximum value only by the use of experienced
and trained interrogators. For this reascn, it is important to
have assigned within the section, interrogators of proven ability
who both know natives and also the problems of the Intelligence
Officer. The two Dutch enlisted men attached to the Corps CIC
Detachment were excellent interrogators and NEI Force representa-
tive at BIAK was especially helpfuls.

ke That newspaper correspondents be fully equipped in the rear
areas,
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1.

been identified either from Documentes or PWs.

ANNEX 1 TO G=2 REPORT

——

ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE, 26 JUNE 194k

The unite and strengths of same, listed in this COB have

here when our forces landed on BIAK ISLAND ™D" day.

Code
Name

YUKY

RIGASEX

IKIOI
IKIOI
IKIOI

3523

2921

532
15333
15332

Unit

222nd Inf Regt, 36 Div

Regt!l Hq

Med Sec

Sig Sec

Engr Se¢

Tank Co

Machine Cannon Co

Transport Sec

1st Bn (incld Arty)

2nd Bn, less 5th Co
(incld Arty)

3rd Bn, less 10th Co
(incld Arty)

221st Regt, 2nd Bn,
35 Div

2nd Development Unit
(KAITARU)

NAGATA Force (Naval,
probably 19th
Guard Unit)

17 A/D Const Unit PW &
108 A/D Const Unit PW &
107 A/D Const Unit PW &

50 Special Const Co
69 Const Co
5 Mobile Lumber Unit

12 Mobile Lumber Unit
5 Field Well Drill Co
1/3 36 Div Intendence

Sec

14 Div Sea Transport
Unit

41 Special Land Duty
Co

47 Anchorage Hq
(MOKMER Dr)

2nd Army Fd Motor
Trans

248 Ind Motor Trans

36 Div W/T Sec

24, Sig Regt, 3rd Pl,
1st Co )

36 Div Fd Hospital

87 Evacuation Pl

Anti-Malaria Sqd

1/3 27 Fd Water Purif

Sec
10 Pd MP Unit
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Source

Date

Doc & PN June

Sub Total:

Doc

17 June

Doc & PW

29 Apr 23 June

Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc

Doc
Doc
Doc

Doc
Doc
Doc
Doc

Doc
Doc

16 June

These units were

Strength

1482

Apr, June 639
May, June 616
Apr, June 904

29
<9
29
29

29

<29
29

29

29

29
29
29

29
29
29
29

29
29

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

Apr
Apr

302
682
63

33
50

163
53

33



Code

Unit Source Date
30 Fd Ord Depot Doc 29 Apr
L9 A/A 3rd Btry Doc 29 Apr
Fortification Sec Doc 29 Apr

SAKURAI Engr Work Sqd Doc 29 Apr

REC APTTULATION

Less 20% for evacuations and peapr
echelon pers
Prisoners of War
Killed in Action '
Sub Total:

Total:
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Strength

110
136
27

10,499

<2100
12

5963
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ANNEX 2 10 -2 REPORT

COUNTER-TNTELLIGENCE

1. OPERATIONS

a, Orientation: CIC Combat Team "D®, established Headquarters
with ATIS Detachment adjacent to G=2 Section, BOSNEK Village, BIAK
ISLAND, on 18 June 1944. During the 24 hour period between notice
of alert and embarkation for BIAK ISLAND, this detachment had no
opportunity to become acquainted with the tactical or geographical
situation of the BYAK Campaign, thereby making it impossible to plan
in advance. Maps, patrol reports, dump coordinates, and location of
enémy forces were obtained from the 4lst Division CIC Combat Team,

bo Liaison:

(1) Because of the relative positions of the Llst and I
Corps CP in forward and rear areas respectively, a division of
territory was made, Combat Team "E" was responsible for area West
of MOKMER Drome while Combat Team "D" covered the remainder of BIAK
and adjoining Islandse It was further agreed at this time that
there would be a daily exchange of reports in order to obviate dupli=-
cation of efforts and to supplement counter intelligence information.

. (2) Captain Budge, S=2, 163rd Infentry Regiment, was con=-
tacted and the assistance of 3 CIC agents was offered for counter
 intelligence patrols, After reviewing the tactical situation and
enemy capabilities it was felt that it was unnecessary to detach
CIC agents for duty with the 163rd Regiment. Captain Budge stated
that in cases where he thought there would be a need for CIC patrols,
he would notify this Detachment. He also forwarded documents and
materiel located in areas in which no patrol had searched., This
procedure proved to be very helpful as it withheld limited CIC per-
sonnel for use in other missions. Acting upon informstion received
from the 163rd Regiment, several patrols were made to search abane
doned Japanese bivouac areas,

(3) 1 CIC Agent was assigned as liaison man between NICA
and this Detachment., In this manner information of interest to
both organizations was made more readily available, NICA was ex~
tremely cooperative resulting in the efficient handling of natives
with regards tc interrogations, Lt. Krol, Dutch Intelligence Officer,
and Lt, Cook, contacted each other daily formulating plans and poli-
cles and exchanging information.

, (4) Lt. Cook and other key personnel of this Detachment made
a daily study of the G-2 Situation Reports and using these reports

8s a basis, CIC patrols were made up for the following day. This
Detachment submitted daily reports of its activities at 1800 hours.

Co Patrols:

_ (1) Although the M/T road from BOSNEX Village to MOKMER
Drome had been searched previously by CIC personnel of the 4lst
Division, it was felt that the tactical situation had been such
that it would have been impossible for them to thoroughly search
all caves, gun emplacements, personnel, bivouac and dump areas,
Consequently this area was covered again by this Detachment. Off
Limits signs were posted where mecessary. Identifications and ap-
Proximately three cases of documents were processed by ATIS.

(2) On 21 June, a CIC patrol consisting of 1 officer and 11
enlisted men and 1 native guide searched the recently evacuated
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bivouac areas approximately 3 miles North of MANDON Village. One
bivouac area consisted of a Colonel's headquarters in addition to
many other smsller huts. Search of these bivouac areas and 10
natural caves revealed that they were being used by Japanese at
night, This information was reported thru proper channels.

d, Natives: Natives of BIAK were discovered to be openly
hostile to the Japanese occupation and had been forced to work
for them, It was felt that information from these natives could
be utilized to a large degree. CIC work was further facilitated
upon arrival by the fact that NICA was in full operation, having
valuable information concerning loyal natives and those who worked
voluntarily for the Japanese., Native control prchibiting entrance
into restricted military areas was invoked, The immediate prcblem
therefore, was to utilize the knowledge of that information pose-
gesged by natives concerning Japanese occupation to the best ad-
vantage for intelligence operations. This problem wae solved by
several methods.

(1) Native patrols were organized under the supervision
of NICA and CIC. A police boy was gelected after scrutinizing his
trustworthiness, ability, and standing with other natives. He then
led the patrol intc territory which had been designated by CIC and
NICA with instructions to have all Goeroes, Chiefs, and other im=
portant natives report to NICA for CIC interrogation. In this way
it was possible to contact natives who had been in Japanese held
areag two or three days prior to date of interrogation, -Among
places contacted by such patrols were Rani Islend, Scepiori, Sorido-
Korim trail, and northern parts of BIAK,

(2) A CIC patrol consisting of 1 officer, 3 CIC agents,
an official G-2 photographer, and two NICA officers, accompanied a
routine PT boat patrol to RANI and NOEMFOOR ISLANDS. At RANI ISLAND, .
CIC personnel were put ashore by rubber boat to interrogate natives
and to bring two natives back to Headquarters for further interro=
gation,

(3) Information of a routine nature was obtained from
natives who voluntarily reported to NICA.

(4) Prior to departure from the HOLLANDIA Area, some 150
repatriated Javanese soldiers had been interrcgated concerning
Japanese occupation of BIAK and surrcunding Islands, This type of
interrogation was continued at BIAK of approximately 4O Javanese
soldiers,

e. Interrogations: For the purpose of expediting interrogation
of natives and Javanese, three teams were formed with a NEI (CIC)
agent and one U.S. Army CIC agent on each team, G=2 liaison enabled
interrogators to obtain the desired tactical information. Efforts
were mede to pin point barge hideouts, barge and supply routes,
concentrations of enemy troops, caves, gun emplacements, escape
trails and former bivouac areas. :

2, SECURITY LESSONS LEARNED

a, Natives: The unreliability of native information was fure
ther emphasized in the BIAK Campaign. Many interrogations were
conducted without necessary maps or sufficient knowledge of BIAK
ISLAND itself. The BIAK natives were discovered to be of com=
paratively high intelligence and according to native standards,
educated. This team did not accept any statements without adequate
proof of accuracy., It was found expedient to check and recheck in-
formation, Of great assistance was the vast number of natives in-
. terrogated during the relatively short period of participation in
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this Campaign. Where three teams were operating separately, it was
advisable to check information for discrepencies in order that cor-
rections could be made on the spot. Correlating and evaluating ine
formation for concise accurate reports for dissemination to in-
terested sections followed interrogations. Records of interroga=-
tions will be forwarded to proper authorities. Again rapid transfer
of this Headquarters proved the value of Keeping records up-to=-date.

b. Captured documents and field experiences indicated that the
Japenese trocps in the BIAK area had been unusually well educated
in security matters. Instances were observed ané others reported
that soldiers were either concealing, destroying, or not using
identification disks. "It is believed that responsible personnel
had been instructed in the destruction of documents and materiel
and that this had been cirried out. There was a noted scarcity of
documents in evacuated areas and the majority of captured documents
were of "B" and "CU" clagsification, In the HOLLANDIA Campaign, the
ratio of "A" and Central Bureau documents were much higher,

¢ This Detachment encountered one booby trap which had been
set by the Japanese., The trap was a pull type of crude construc-
tione A copper wire was stretched across a trail tied to the stump
of a tree on one side and connected with a twenty or twenty=five
gallon can on the other side. Location was clearly marked with no
attempt to neutralize the device. Other booby traps were reported
but no others were encountered by this Detachment,

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

a. In addition to motor transportation which, of necessity,
accompanies CIC Detachments in the initial phases of an operation,
it i1s recommended that water transportation be made available to
CIC Detachments for use in inter-Island traffic.

- be It has been noted from past experiences that patrols of
11 or more men are necessary in many instances for CIC missions,
In the BIAK Campaign where caves were encountered, safety precau-
tions required that 8 men cover the 3 men conducting the search,
If more than one patrol is necessary in any one day, present perw
sonnel is not adequate, Considering that patrols are just one
phase of CIC work during a campaign, it is recommended that addi-
tional men be assigned to CIC Combat Teams, if only for the early
stages of any operation.

¢ceo The value of having an official photographer attached to
a CIC Combat Team cannot be overly emphasized. In order to fulfill
his duties properly and to be of the greatest value to the organiza-
tion, it is recommended that this man be furnished full photographic
equipment including the materials necessary for the processing, and
printing of films in the field.

de As Allied armies advance northward, the problem of native
and civilian control will become increasingly complex and unwieldly
and intelligence value will increase tremendously. Inasmuch as
acts of Espionage and Sabotage fall within the jurisdiction of the
Counter Intelligence Corps, control will have to be tightened to
prevent the possible infiltration of active enemy agents and native
informants, Heretofore, the enemies only means of obtaining infor-
mation has been through uneducated and unintelligent natives who
could be easily spotted and attempts to transmit information to the
enemy neutralized. In the future, however, it is possible and highly
probable that the major task confronted by CIC Combat Teams will be
to neutralize trained enemy agents. Therefore, it will be necessary
to apprehend suspects known prior to an operation and those dis-
covered during the course of an operation. Following apprehension
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it is necessary to interrogate these suspects and record identi-
fications. In addition to the usual physical description, it is
suggested that subject be photographed if advisable and finger=
printed if necessary,

It is recommended that a Standard Operating Procedure

regarding civilian control be instituted by higher headquarters as
soon as practicable for use by all CIC Combat Teams.
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G=3 REPCRT

The Biak operation presented problems requiring development of
techniques to deal with numerous strongly defended caves and networks
of caves. The recommended procedures are peculiar to the Biak type
of terrain., Lessons drawn are included as inclosures to Annex 2 of
this report, Other lessons learned, which apply to all types of
terrain, are listed below. Scme of these lessons were drawn from
errors made by our troops and staffs; others, from those made by the
eneny. !

l. Tactical Errors Observed:

a. Assome units advanced, there was a definite tendency to
fail to garrison deminating terrain features which were later occupied
by groups of Japanese who then had to be ousted by vigorous fighting.

b. The attack on Borokos and Sorido Dromes proceeded with
great rapidity through terrain thickly covered with small trees =nd
underbrush. No patrols or supporting units were left behind to comb
out and guard these areas. In view of the Japanese proclivity Lo
permit the main body of our troops to pass before launching their -
attack, this will always be a dangerous procedure,

c. There was a tendency on the part of units from regiments
down to squads to employ involved and complicated schemes of manuever.
This resulted in lack of coordination and weakened the force of the
main attack, In some cases, it resulted in American fire pinning down
American troops. The principle of simplicity is never so important
as it is in a jungle.

d. There was a tendency on the part of all units to dig in |
for the night; establish a close perimeter and leave the surrounding
area to the initiative of the Japanese who could, and did, wander |
thrbugh the area during the night.

€. In many instances, troops were observed in the immediate
vicinity of the enemy without their arms. For example, signal corps
men placed wire on trees in an area which had not been mopred up and
no security detachment was present. Their own weapons, when observed,
were in trucks. Such a practice normally results in unnecessary
casualties,

f. There was a failure to employ to the fullest extent !
the possibility of night operations or night advances. The only !
effort at a night attack resulted in a marked gain. The unit staging
the attack succeeded in occupying positions the Japanese had vacated
for the night and caught the Japanese returning to the positions the
next morning.

g. When a unit is given the mission of ‘securing a certain
area, it is possessed of a false sense of accomplishment when the
-area has been surrounded with a perimeter, even though the enemy who
threatens the place has not been defeated The establishment of a
defense perimeter obviously enables the enemy to choose their time
and place of attack., '

2, Staff Errors Observed:

a. In all headquarters, there was a tendency to devote too
much time to "paper work". There was too much effort expended in com-~
piling reports to higher echelohs of command and in building up the
files of various staff sections. This faulty apportionment of time
resulted in hastily prepared plans and estimates and denied the com-
manding generals the full benefit of their staffs in reaching their -
tactical decisions,
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b. The fog of war was appreciably thickened by inaccuracies
which permeated information wending its way from the assault echelons
to the task force command post. Frequently information sent back was
incomplete and inaccurate. The irreducible residue of error inherent
in reports flowing back through normal communication channels can only
be overcome by staff officers of all echelons actively visiting crucial
points to gain first-hand knowledge of the situation.

3. Japanese Weaknesses,

a. The terrain including many coral ridges and deep caves made
the battlefields of Biak a military nightmare. The Japanese readily
appreciated the defensive value of the many enormous and interlocking
caves such as those known to the Americans as the "Sump" and to the
Japanese as the "West Caves". The use of these caves, however clever,
constituted a very serious Japanese weakness in that they split their
" forces into a number of parts. If the entire Japanese force had been
held together on the ridges north of the Mokmer Drome they might have
gained victory at certain stages of the fight. For example, they might
have struck the 186th Infantry in the flank as it advanced off the
plateau down onto Mokmer Draome. The establishment of large garrisons
in the caves above Mokmer Village, and particularly in the so-called
Ibdi Pocket, while annoying, never amounted to more than just an
annoyance.

b, There were a nuuber of cases of what the Americans call
snicidal attacke, -These attacks might be successful against undis-
ciplined troops and their use is considered by the Japanese as the
acme of military training and elan. Nevertheless, these attacks are
a grcat weakness in Japanese tactics; no record being available of one
that has succeeded against trained American troops. For example, on
the worning of 22 June a force of approximately 150 Japanese attacked
the rear of the 186th Infantry, This force apparently was attempting
to break through the encireling American force and escape to the
north-west, However, instead of attempting to by-pass or infiltrate
thru the American defensive position, the enemy elected to attack
the perimeter protecting the command post of the 186th Infantry. As
a result of this employment of mass tactics, the small group of
Americans manning this perimeter were able to kill 109 Japanese in
this attack, while suffering only two or three casualties themselves.
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HURRICANE TASK FORCE

COMBAT TROOPS

Hq & Hq Co, I Corps
Hq & Hq Btry, I Corps Artillery
Hq & Hq Co, Alst Inf Div
. 41lst Slg Co
116th Med Bn (less Co B)
L1lst Cav Ren Tr
L1st QM Co
741st Ord Co (1M)
116th Engr (C) Bn (less Co A)
Hq & Hq Btry, 41lst Div Arty
146th FA Bn
167tk FA Bn
205th FA Bn
218th FA Bn
162nd Inf
163rd Inf
186th Inf
34th Inf
, /9h7th FA Bn
. 121st FA Bn
\ Btry A, 168th FA Bn (155 gun)
Hq & Hq Btry, 208th AAA Gp
165th AAA Gun Bn_
476th AAA AW Bn
Btry C, 236th AAA SL Bn
674th AAA MG Btry
675th AAA MG Btry
718th CA Btry (155mm gun)
720th CA Btry (155mm gun)
Prov CA Harbor Surv Det SC Team No. 3
Prov CA Harbor Surv Det CA Team No. 4
Co D, 641st TD Bn
603rd Tk Co (less 1 Plat)
‘ ‘ 542nd Engr B & S Regt (less 1 Boat Co)
1 Maint Det, 562nd Boat Maint Bn
Hq & Hq Co, 1112th Engr Combat Gp (less Det)
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Init: _s/ FSB
Date: 17 June 194l
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HEADQUARTERS, U.S. FGRCES
APO 920
2200K, 17 June l9kh

FO 2

MAPS: WARAI, BOSNEK, MOKMER, SORIDO (First Revision) 1:20,000.

1. a. See current intelligence reports,

b. See operations overlay.

2. Llst Division, less 163rd Infantry (less 3rd bBn) and 146th
FA Bn (Corps Reserve) with the 34th infantry attached, will launch
a limited objective attack Monday, 19 June 1944, enveloping the ene-
my right (south) flank, seize the objective areca shown on operations
overlay in order to secure MOKMER Drome from enemy fire. The ridge
1000 yards east of BOROKOE Drome will be occupied for the purpose of
protecting the north flank in a future operation. Time of attack
0630K.

3. a. The 41st Divieion will attack making their main effort
on the west flank, seize and hold the objective shown on the opera=-
tions overlay, line of departure and direction of attack as shown
on operations overlay.

b. A minimum of one battalion will be employed under divi-
glon control on the plateau on the north flank to furnish protection
and prevent movement of enemy reserves into and out of the objective
area.

¢. The 34th infantry will remain in an assembly position in
the vicinity of MOKMER Drome and will not be committed without auth-
ority of the Task Force Commander. Flans will be prepared for its
employment in an attack to seize the remaining two dromes and SORIDO
Village at a later date.

d. Field Artillery: The 41st Division Artillery, less 146th

FA Bn, with the 947th FA Pn and the 121st FA Bn attached will furnish
_ artillery support for the attack.

e. Reserve: 163rd Infantry (less 3rd Bn), with the 146th
FA Bn attached will continue its present mission of providing secur-
ity on the north flank and mopping up Japanese resistance on the ridge
line of the MOKMER Drome - BOSNEK area. 4t will be the responsibility
for the patrolling and security of the area cast of the 34th North-
South grid line.

£. Tanks: ‘The 60lst Tank Company will support the main effort.

X. (1) All reconnaissances of the area of attack, assembly
areas and rcutes thereto will be executed by small parties.

(2) Every means will be employed in order to keep the
enemy in ignorance of our intention.,

4. Supply and evacuation: No change.
5. Signal Communications: No change.
R. L. EICHELBERGER

Lt. Gen., U.S. Army
-3 - Commanding



1 Incl:
Operations Overlay

OFFICIAL:

s/ Bowen
¥, 5, Bowen, Jr.
Colonel, G.S.C.
AC of S, G-3

DISTRIBUTION:
2 = 41st Div
1 =« CO 163rd Inf
2 - G=3 U,S, rorces, AP0 920

-3 -



RIDGE TO BE HELD

N
AN
N

@42

HEADQUARTERS HURRICANE TASK FORCE
17 June 1944
Overlay to accompany Field Order No, 2
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CG USF APO 920

Init: _s/ FSB

¢ Auth:

Date: 19 June 194l

60000800000 0000 0000000000

HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES
APO 920
2000K, 19 June 1944

FO 3

MAPS: WARAT, BOSNEK, MOKMER, SORIDO (First Revision) 1:20,000.

1.

3.

ho
5.

l Incl.

a. See current intelligence reports.

b. See Operations Overlay.

HURRICANE Task Force will attack, destroying the enemy force in the
area north of the SUMP HOLE (32.5-42.0), seize, and secure SORIDO
Village and the ridge to the north of the airdromes for the pur-
pose of preventing enemy small armg fire on the three dromes,

Time of Attack: 200630K
Line of Departure: Western line now held by Division
Direction of Attack: West - Northwest

8, 'lhe Llst Division, less the 163rd Infantry (lese the 3rd
Battalion) and the 146th Field Artillery Battalion, will
continue its principle mission of the destruction of the
eneny force in the area generally north of the SUMP HOLE.

Attachments: 34th Infantry
601st Tank Company
1218t Field Artillery Battalion
947th Field Artillery Battalion
3rd Battalion, 163rd Infantry

b. A minimum of a regimental combat team will seize and secure the
BOROKOE and SORIDO Dromes and secure SORIDO Village. It will
occupy the high ground overlooking MOKMER, BOROKOE, and
SORIDO Dromes.,

c. A minimum of one battalion will protect the right (north) flank
of the Task Force and deny to the enemy the high ground north
and east of (32,6-43.1). ~

d. Battery B, 168th Field Artillery Battalion, under €orps control,
will reinforce the fires of the 4lst Division Artillery on call
from the Division Artillery Ofticer,

e. Reserve: The 163rd Infantry (less one battalion) with the 146th

Field Artillery Battalion and 41st Recomnaissance Troop at-
tached, will continue assigned missions.

omitted.
No change.
R. L. EICHELBERGER

Lt. Gen., U. S. Army
Commanding

Operations Overlay

OFFICIAL:

/s/ Bowen

G-3

-3 - 7
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OPERATIONS OVERLAY

To Accompany
F.0. #3, HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, APO 920
Dated 19 June 1944

Map Ref: Schouten Islands, WARAI, MOKMER &
SORIDO Sheets; 1 : 20,000
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Init: /s/ FSB
Date: 24 June 1944

9 S 0O OGP0 SPOSOCOTRPROIOOIEOEOINBSNPIETSDS

s Auth: CG USF APO 920

24 June 1944
SUBJECT: Letter qf Instructions.,

TC s Commanding General, 4lst Infantry Division,
Commanding Officer, 163rd Regimental Combat Team,

1. KURRICANE Task Force will attack Monday, 26 June 1944, de-
stroying the remaining isolated Japanese pockets of resistance within
the area and secure the airdromes, port, and coastal supply road from
interference by the Japanese.

a. The 41st Division, less 163rd Infantry, reinforced,
(paragraph b) will attack and secure the high ground generally along
the line: Road junction on the LORIM BAY road at (27.7-46.6) ~
(31.6~44.8) = to the ridge in the vieinity of (33.5-44.0). It will
destroy all enemy resistance within its zone of action and block any
movement South from KORIM BAY, east from IMPFNDI, and west from the
plateau area north of BOSNEK., This force will establish and maintain
contact with the 163rd Infantry along the high ground in the v1cin1ty
of (35.0=42.6). " Adequate local protection for each of the three air=-
dromes will be provided. A minimum of one company will continuously
occupy and defend the observation post now held by Company L, 163rd
Infantry (32,6-43.1).

Attachments: 34th Infantry
S 947th Field aArtillery Battalion
121st Field Artillery Battalion
603rd Tank Company
Company D, 641lst TD Battalion, less lst Plat,

b. The 163rd Infantry, reinforced, will attack and seize the
high ground between (41.0-42.5) and (36. 2—&0 2) destroying enemy resis-
tance within its 2one of action. It will block any enemy movement west
to the airdrome area. 3rd Battalion, 163rd Infantry, less Company L,
163rd Infantry, reverts to control of 163rd Infantry upon relief by a
company from the 4lst Division. '

Attachments: 146th Field Artillery Battalion
Company B, 116th Engineers
lst Platoon, Company D, 641st TD Battalion
605th Medical Clearing Company
Company B, 116th Medical Battalion

2. a. Attachments effective OO0lK, 25 June i9hh.

b. Thorough reconnaissance, reorganization, and movement to
assembly positions for the attack will be accomplished by 2400K, 25
June 1944.

c. Contact will be maintained with enemy throughout re-
organization and regrouping period. The evacuated enemy positions
will be occupied wherever fourd.

d. Artillery preparations will be as directed by the re-
spective commanders,

8. Time of attack: As announced by each commander

-37 -
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f. Boundary between units: Hill 180 (33,5~44.9) (35.0-42.7)
(35.7-41.8) Mokmer Village, (36.5-39.5) all to 4lst Division.

g. Request for close air support will reach Task Force Head-
quarters by 1200K, 25 June 1944.

3. 1Isolated enemy p031tlons which cannot be immediately reduced
will be contained and bypassed while pushing to the objective assigned
in paragraph 1 above.,

L. Commanders will submit plans to Commanding General, Task Force,
prior to 1200K, 25 June 1944,

/s/ R. L. Eichelberger
/t/ R. L. EICHELBERGER
Lt. Gen., U. S, Army,
Commanding

Distribution:
1 = 41st Inf Div
1 -~ 163rd Inf
1 = G=2
1 = G=i
1 ~ Corps Arty
1 = 14th ALP -
1 = Alamo Force
1 - Task Force File
1 - G~3 File
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ANNEX NO. 1 TO G-3 REPORT

ARTILLERY

1. Participation:

On 18 June 1944, the Headquarters I Corps Artillery as
Headquarters Hurricane Task Force Artillery, established a command
post near Mandon. Control was assumed of the 168th FA Battalion
(less Batteries A & C) and of the 146th FA Bsttalion. The mission
of the 168th FA Battalion was general support of the Task Force; of
the 146th FA Battalion, direct support of the 163rd Infantry. Re-
maining artillery units of the Task Force operated under control
of 41st Divisiocn,

2. Lessons learned:

a, It is practical for artillery agencies to prepare firing
charts in advance from vertical photographs having sufticient overlep.
In this operation the 1/20,000 battle map was unsatisfactory as a firing
chart, The previously prepared firing chart resulting from radial line
assembly of photos and restitution of points proved to be suitable.

b. Sufficient ordnance personnel to handle and maintain
properly ammunition supply poihts should be a part of each task force,
Transportation units for stockage of amnunition supply points should be
a part of the task force. Artillery units should not have to furnish
this transportation.,

c. For security for warning of air and ground attacks on a
liaison aircraft conducting a fire mission, and also for the accurate
location of ground installations, particularly those delivering fire on
ow aircraft, it is desirable when possible to have our liaison aircraft
operate in pairs. They should operate at slightly different altitudes,
avoid making the same maneuvers, and vary their horizontal distance apart.
Much of the effectiveness will be lost if the horizontal distance apart
is less than 100 yards,
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ANNEX 2 TO G=3 REPORT

CHEMICAL

-1, Participation:

a. Chemical troops with the Task Force consisted of Co. D
of the 6é41st TD Bn employing 4.2" chemical mortars (later redesignated
as 98th Chemical Battalion) and Unit No. 2, 94th Chemical Composite
Company. The former was continuowsly engaged as platoons in support
of infantry assault elements; the latter in administering the Task
Force Chemical Warfare Dump,.

b. Co. D participated with each of the regimental combat
teams in all of the principal assaults during the period described and
- fired 7986 rounds during the entire operation.

¢. Studies were made by the Task Force Chemical Section of
the various types of cave defenses with which the area abounded and
recomnendations of means of reduction were made. (See inclosure, this
Annex)

2. Lessons learned:

a. The lack of tanke=mounted, large=capacity, long-range
flame throwers for rapid reduction of cave defenses of the type found
on Biak was acutely felt.

b. The shortage of 4.2" chemical mortar ammunition limited
the usefulnegs of the weapons in a situation to which they were pecu-
liarly adapted, Resupply bogged down largely because of intermediate
unloading and reloading difficulties. Four U/F (150 rds. per mortar =
1 U/F) should accompany the mortars. Supply levels should be brought
up to 6 U/F as rapidly as transport permits, and be maintained at that
level., Resupply to maintain prescribed levels should be loaded with
ordnance resupply for through-shipment for resupply point to target
area.

(1) Attachment to supported infantry units, or to artillery
when supplementary fires were required, added mater-
ially to the effectivness of the weapon. The need
for greater mobility of 4.2" chemical mortar units
was again emphasized. Available special LCM mounts
could have been fruitfully employed. The irreducible
minimum per company is 3, 2i-ton 6x6 trucks, each
with 1-ton trailer; 2, 3/4-ton weapons carriers;

17, #-ton trucks, each with #-ton trailer.

(2) The mortar units were used to a point of physical
exhaustion. Vhen a platoon is in support of an
infantry unit which is relieved for rest, the
platoon should alsc usually be relieved. In this
operation such a platoon was immediately re-
attached to the relieving unit. Exhaustion and sick-
ness were unreasonakly high for that reason.

¢. The gas mask loss was less than half that in Operation "G".
It is estimated at 15%. The experience in both operations suggests the
desirability of requiring combat troops employed in the initial "D" day
phases to land with masks on the individual; masks for other troops and
protective ointment for all troops to be carried in unit stores. Supply
of ficers should be impressed with the need for protecting these chemical
supplies as much as is practicable from dampness.
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This precaution was frequently and unnecessarily omitted. Troops

. carrying their own masks should, if enemy gas is not used or threat-
ened, drop their masks at the initial objective or upon order by task
force commander, small details from a chemical composite unit to be
dispatched promptly for recovery of those masks and their return to
unit supply or for salvage.

d. Lln regard to cave nets, see inclosure this Annex.
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INCLOSURE NO. 1 TO ANNEX NO. 2 TO G-3 REPORT.

Cave Defenses ~ Biak

1. General: While the BIAK caves are in many respects peculiar
to BIAK ISLAND, lessons learned there ars adaptable to other volcanic-
and-coral terrain conditions which are general in the SOUTHWEST PACIF IC
THEATER north of 2 degrees south latitude. The BIAK land mass appears
to have been of volcanic origin, a fringing coral reef having been
formed after the initial eruption. Successive thrusts seem to have
raised the mass from time to time. In pauses or intervals between
thrusts additional coral reefs were created at the then sea-level, and
these were evidently raised with the land mass in later upheavals,
forming an irregular series of broken cliffs, rises and ridges, each
from 8 to 200 feet in height. Horizontal and vertical action by
sea-water during the "submarine life" of these fcrmations, erosion,
faults and fissures at later periods resulted in caves and cave nets
conmon in the southern areas investigated.

2. Iypes:

a. Type one: This consists of a cavern from 3 to 50 feet in
depth, occasionally with access to another cavern or to fresh air through
a transverse tunnel in the face of the cllff 10 to 50 yards in length.
This type was for M.G. emplacement; food and ’ammunition caches.

b, Type two: The cavern traverses the base of a narrow
coastal ridge 20 to 30 feet in height, with a forward opening in the
seaward cliff (6 to 12 feet in height), usually improved by a concrete
M. G, port, and a rear opening in the landward face adjacent to an
MT road. The cavern is irregular, approximating 15 to 25 feet in
length by 8 to 15 feet in width, 3 to 6 feet in height. Food, ammuni-
tion and personnel enter and exit only through the rear opening. Cans
attached to coral teats in the roof provide ample fresh, cool water.

The field of fire from the port usually approximates frontal. However,

a variation occurs when the seaward opening is masked by an apron con-

sisting of a portion of cliff broken from the main face or separated

from it by sea-action.. Between apron and cliff there is a narrow alley,

the ends of which are sealed with concrete, pierced for ports and OP's,
c¢. Type three: Open gallaries may occur at any elevation. Those

east of the PARAI defile were 80 feet above the coastal road and about

200 yards back from the beach. They were reached by a 75 degree slope

of rotten coral, and found to consist of a level series of intermittently

connected cavities about 4 to 8 feet in height and 3 to 6 feet in depth.

Stalactite-stalagmite unions and hard limestone formations occasionally

interruped continuous passage. In several instances tunnels arched or

ran behind these obstructions., Blankets, food and wood flooring were

found in interior connections. The face of these cliffs rose another

80 feet above the,galleries and was pocked by unoccupied cavities at

one or more distinct levels. The wooded areas extendifrig back from the

cliff-top aftorded good mortar sites. Above the face of the cliff there

were suitable ux.G. emplacements.

d. Type four: On ridges north of the coastal plain holes
or faults are found, more or less circular in shape and from 30 to 75
yards in diameter, 15 to 75 feet deep, with sheer or steeply sloping
sides. One or more caves open at the base of these sides, or from
small pits in the bottom of the sump. The cave may be a cavity of 5
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to 30 fest from front to rear, as in the East caves over IBDI, or
as in the case of the West caves, the entrance to a succession of
chambers and interconnecting galleries, some as high as 4O feet,
which result in a cave net with egresses in three sumps separated
by 35 to 100 yards. The West caves accommodated 900 men and were
radio equipped and lighted by electricity.

e. Variations: While most caves fall within one of the
foregoing types, a position may combine features of two or more
types. An important characteristic of many caves is the screening
by natural, growing foliage, which in several observed instances
made the port or entrance invisible at six paces. In "sump® caves,
screening may consist of stalactites and stalagmites which do not
conceal the cave mouth, but stop or deflect much of the fire of all
calibers, Further screening may be afforded by coral forms in front
of the mouth, or by a deep pit in the "sump" floor, upon which the
cave opens, An example of the screening coral wall occurred in the
main "sump" on the IEDI ridge. The "sump" was about 75 feet deep.

In the lamdward or north wall, and level with the "sump" floor, was

2 cavern, across the mouth of which ran a natural coral wall. Mortars
placed in the cavern had a limited but effective seaward field of
fire. The trajectory barely cleared under the forward