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4. Japan Again

imminence of a generd embargo on al of petroleum products to Japan, Foreign

diately and report his findings to Tokyo. 20

5. Ambassador

Nomura Reports on Current American Policy Toward Japan

Nomura  for his failure in making prompt replies to his specific questions, Ambassador Nomura






































































(b)  Ambassador Nomura's Report122

Japanese reply to the President's message of August 17,1941.123

While reading the messages President Roosevelt commended their contents in flattering
terms, but in discussing the points pertaining to discrimination, President  Roosevelt "cyni-
caly" inquired whether an invasion of Thailand would take place during his conference with
Prince Konoye just as the invasion of French Indo-China had occurred during Secretary Hull's
conversations with  Ambassador Nomura.  Nevertheless, President Roosevelt assured Ambas-
sador Nomura that he was looking forward to approximately three days of conversation  with
Prince Konoye.

President, unlike the Japanese Prime  Minister who could appoint an acting minister to handle

Juneau would  consume only 14 days.

sible date. Though he did not object to this request, President Roosevelt did not suggest a defi-
nite time.

President Roosevelt added that the recent meeting with Prime Minister  Churchill had been
had  approved it. 125

31 Hull-Nomura Conversation (August 28,1941)

(8 Sate Department's Repore26
Cdling a Secretary Hull's  apartment after his interview  with President Roosevelt  earlier in

sirous only that the conference be held a an early date, preferably between September 21
and September 25, 1941, to offset Japanese press attacks against the United States, President

proved by Prime  Minister Konoye. Ambassador Nomura pointed out that Prince  Konoye
would  probably be accompanied by a staff of twenty representatives from the Foreign  Office,

Tokyo

[22111,89.
[231bid.
12tbid.

12111,

127 Ibid.
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1'm, 105,
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tion Japan' sdesire that President Roosevelt take part in Japanese-Chinese peace plans, an-

ensued through no fault of the American government.
Mr. Ushiba did not object to Americas desire to understand the aims and objectives of the

ments. Moreover, athough his government proposed to maintain  the principle of the open
door in China, he realized that Japan had failed, despite months of informal conversations in
Washington, to indicate any exact plan for accomplishing this. Therefore, Mr. Ushiba sug-
gested that the United States ask Japan to disclose its definite terms for peace with China.

desire to know and, in the June 21, 1941 draft, had specifically asked for Japan's peace terms.
It had been assumed, therefore, that Japan had been unwilling to disclose them. Mr. Ushiba
that Mr. Ushiba would take the initiative in suggesting that Prince Konoye communicate the
would  inform Prince Konoye of his desire to learn these terms.

pean war. Although he felt that Japan could not give a prior guarantee to interpret as defen-
sive any < gael  Goila Mr. Ughds nevertheless, Ral i eved

European Roosevelt. Ho

expressed amazement a Mr) suoka's statement, and said that though he

pressure.

which had upset the Japanese theory that peace would be maintained  between Germany and
Russia; and, second, the conflict between the Prime Minister and Mr. Matsuoka regarding

the scope and significance of the Tripartite  Pact. Mr. Ushiba then confirmed these assump-
tions.

66


















which indicated the United States desire to hasten matters. Foreign Minister Toyoda again

dangers.

must be understood as written, but mentioned the presence of American marines in China as

Secretary  Hull immediately, Ambassador  Grew held out little hope that America would reach
a decision on it before September 27, 1941.333

(b) Foreign Minister Toyoda's Report
Foreign Minister Toyoda reported that at 4:00 P.M. on September 22, 1941, he had asked

eign  Minister gave Ambassador Grew a copy of the basic Japanese teems of peace with China
Pointing out that the message to President Roosevelt concerning the conversations to be

needed no further clarification, Foreign Minister Toyoda declared that it had been agreed that
all minor details would be entrusted to diplomatic officials. Though the United States desired

torily answered al American inquiries concerning its sincerity and attitude and, therefore,
could do nothing more but await areply from the United States.334

ment had, in its proposals, embraced al the existing problems. During a conversation  on

posals but mey submitted to America on September
Since the s ing the past month, the Japanese

necessity  of

ridize ol
of conve
Triparti
that

‘33 "Memorandum by the Ambassador in Japan (Grew)", 22, 1941, SD, 11,631-633.
334m, 193.
'35m, 194.

336m, 195.
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In the course of this discussion both Secretary Hull and Ambassador ~ Nomura exchanged

sion.462

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report463
Ambassador Nomura reported that in accordance  with his instructions he had caled on

the proposals which had been brought up in the meeting held at the White House on Septem-
ber 3, 1941, Secretary Hull again proposed the extension of a nondiscriminatory policy

preted in many  ways.

detailed report to the Japanese Ambassador that afternoon  after the papers submitted by
Ambassador  Nomura had been carefully perused. Asking that the United States reconsider

dered military protection absolutely —essential.
When the Japanese Ambassador  turned the conversation to Prime Minister Konoye's ad-
herence "in principle® to the four principles laid down by the American government,  Secre-

this  matter.464

115. Japanese-American Conversation (October  9,1941)

(8 Sate Department's Report466

Although the American officials had expected the-discussions to pertain to the United States
memorandum of October 2, 1941, the Japanese officids referred constantly to their govern-
ment's proposals of September 6 and September 25, 1941

mura, Mr. Matsudaira and Mr. Obata, they desired to learn Americas exact objections to

Japan  compare its recently submitted
clearl fort the U
ous ts.

of commercial
nese territory.

with President Roo
tion.

... Ibid.
mill, 258.





































130.

(@)

plished.

nese troops in China nondiscrimination in commerce, and the Japanese interpretation of

aggression;be  applicable to the entire Pacific area
Mr. Weakasugi  attempted,  without success, to explain to Secretary Hull that the Tripartite

reminded the Japanese Minister that since the Tripartite  Pact had been openly designed to
keep the United States out of war with Germany the American people could hardly be expected
to regard it as a harmless document.

Since this issue could not be settled, Mr. Wakasugi discussed next the need for retaining
Japanese  troops in China. Secretary  Hull reminded Minister Wakasugi that as a result of
Japanese  penetration  Tokyo had obtained many monopolies in China which it was obviously

tail its aggressive policies. Phases affecting the Chinese situation in general which had aready
In attempting to clarify the American requirements for a broad basic commercial policy in

which had been signed a Buenos Aires on October 14, 1941. Under this pact Japan and all

imperia ; M nati policy  of bilateral

- "Memorandum by the Secretary of State’, October 16 and 17, 1941, SD., |l, 687-689.
‘ollbid.

,0'11,280.

116












the Japanese viewpoint no other implications  or interpretations could be given to either the
phrase "self-defense”  or "self-preservation”.

In Mr. Terasaki's opinion, it was a self-evident fact that a politicad agreement could not
limit the signers to political commitments against a third country. In view of the Imperid

gression and  aggrandizement.

parently  suspected that the Tripartite Pact could be interpreted to suit the needs or aims of

continue.

Because Secretary Hull  was mainly interested in commercia nondiscrimination, the con-

Secretary  Hull had teken great pride in the materiaization of the nondiscriminatory policy
in trade matters. Particularly of the recently signed trade agreemeg piioa A Loantin
evention psted British  appeasement policy in

the entire Pacific, including China, the

comply  with the basic principles advanced by the United

dition.
capable of carrying out a the present time. The actua problems should be worked out as

much as possible in order that joint and cooperative action could be taken at the first oppor-
tunity.

whose interest had been curtaled because of the monopolistic  attitude of Japan in Chinese

States basic principles.

120
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In reply to a question from Secretary Hull, Mr. Wakasugi discussed conditions in Japan.
Because of the general public opinion in Japan, Mr. Wakasugi explained that the Japanese
government was forced to take immediate and decisive action either to the right or left. Never-
theless, because of the sensitiveness of the Japanese people, even the slightest gesture on the
part of the United States toward accepting an understanding would immediately relieve the
existing tension. If even minor matters were settled, the situation would improve; then, as
time went on an agreement could be reached on the more weighty items.

With this goal in mind, Mr. Wakasugi suggested that the United States release the Ituku-
sima Maru and the Syoyo Maru, which were anchored at San Francisco because the money
to pay for fuel had been frozen. Under Secretary of State Welles took down the names of these
vessels and other pertinent facts and promised to take the matter up with the bureaus con-
cerned.’"’

PI*TII, 284,
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pany to a Senate investigating committee were relayed 1941. Accord-
ing to the report, the lack of progress was because of g

months  behind in schedule, it was expected that this would be caught up by the end of the
year.526

ford, West Yellowston, Fort  Huachuca and Marysville.527
Reported aso in an intelligence  dispatch of September 4, 1941 was the movement on Au-
gust 23 of the 39th Bombardment Group, the 89th Observation  Squadron, and the 310th Signa

Bombardment Group  would  receive either  Republics or twin-motored Lockheed planes.528
(
138. Japan Watches the Activities of a Russan Military Commission inthe United States
Reporting to Japanese intelligence  headquarters in Washington,  Consul (Lt. Comdr.) Jisa

Field, and on September 3, 1941 had visited various airplane factories at Los Angeles.530
‘Ambassador  Nomura requested Japanese agents in San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle
to investigate the possibility of the Russian Military Commission's flying American planes to

Siderable  American bombing force to the Siberian  area531

52'111,295.
525111, 296.
526l1, 297.
5271, Ibid.
528l11,298.
52"111, 299.
53"111, 300.















can destroyer tenders, destroyers, and  submarines had  entered the port of Davao fr

of these warships, he had learned that the warships traversed a route touching Jolo
Bataan, Tarao in British North Borneo, and Tarakan, acity in Netherlands Borneo. s76

567111,339.
56Bl11,340.
56"111,341.

57.111,342.
57'111,343.
572111,344.
573111, 345.
57'111,346.
mill,347.
576111,348.

129









Between September 16 and 21, 1941 seven British vessels were reported by Japanese  spies

of soldiers had embarked, and which appeared to be headed for Iran, entered port on Septem-
ber 18, and sailed on September 20, 1941.590

(g) Reports from WVladivostok, Russia
156. Departure of Russian Submarines

their minesweepers  were dtill engaging in strenuous daily practice.  Detalled descriptions  of
the ships in the harbor and the arrival of a United States tanker on September 3, 1941 were
reported.591

157. Japanese Learn of British Supply Route to Russia

the Persian Gulf, and because of poorly operated railroads in Iran. For this reason Russia and

tor of Raillways and Harbors in British Kenyauganda, to the position of Director of Transpor-
tation in lran.592









activities  in occupied  France.

Japan and China would be welcomed under certain conditions.605

matter.

obtain

to both sides,
authorities  an(

any  expenses.

Ambassador

reliable

tions regarding

violation

ment

Proposing to pay Legation sadaries out of cash on hand, Ambassador Nomura suggest
August 14, 1941 that remittances from Japan be temporarily  postponed.  Until such time

67111373,
603 bid.
6061bid.

601111,374.












179. Japan Attempts Disposa of Certain Frozen Funds

Nishiyamas  query concerning United States n Japanese  banks e United States.
If turned over secretly to the Japanese Financial  Attache, Ambassador or Consul, Tokyo be-
lieved that those bonds of which the United States was unaware, could be easily disposed of

in turn make yen payments on principal and interest.
In order to prevent the United States officids from learning of this plan, deliveries of such

case since any minor incident at this time could considerably  endanger
negot i 2

181. American Newd p in Italy Forecast Axis Defeat

They believed that American ad to Britain and Russia would gradualy strengthen  the en-

631 Ibid.
632111,  396.
633111, 397.
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196. Japan
Foreign

Attache,

value and to transfer

to the Cultural

ganda to the collecting of intelligence

558111,414.
659111, 415.

66'111,417.

562111,418.

Institute  the most effective persons

and to espionage activities.

or groups
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202. Japan Denies Interfering with
Tokyo 3 |t  fro State

nese ¢ erritory, ForeiD
investi by the dey ts g

casts coulg

67411, 431.
mill,432.

to American
in question










were  receiving concentrated attention. 686

211.  Consul M Quniad Deplo-Optimism of Japanese Business Firms.

upwaegle price o Seculki

-

impossible

out t
|eavg

887111, 443.
888l11,444.
8891, 445.
890111,446-447.
891111, 448.


































made by a Panamanian official at the Foreign Office, there would be no formal inauguration
ceremony for the President and the new Cabinet; instead, the departmental corps merely
would be advised of this action. As to the policy of the new Cabinet, it was opposed to the
Nationalist principles which had governed previous Cabinets and had issued a statement that
it would place primary emphasis on democratic plans and personal freedom. Since it would,
at the same time, work in close cooperation with the United States, the Foreign Minister
believed that it was virtually a puppet in the hands of this government."

751]]1 5{'5

160









case licenses for iron ore were denied and Japanese ships detained, Japane
use such action in their propaganda to convince the Filipinos that the U

the materials. In this event, the yearly amount of Japanese exports would total 900,000 tons,

Japan  could eventualy procure as much of it as America did not consume.

the fact thal

Not only did the regulations apply to Japanese companies making their headqud
Philippine Idlands, but also to foreign companies with offices in Japan. Thereforé

companies should be exempted.763

Philippine  Islands to be shut off, the Japanese Consul pointed out that in spite of the regu-

'59111,511.
'6°111, 512,
'6'lbid.
'62bid.
‘63111, 513.
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illness. The
ience of the

on,

questions.775

applying the export
Noble, the chief export control

Mr.

believed the exporting

The export

circumstances, Consul
for atime. 777

ordered for items adready permitted,

out

in the meantime.
mill,  523.
174111,524.
175111, 525.
mill,  526.
mill, 527.

license system to al goods to be shi

Japan and French

officia, had informed Japanese Ilumber dealers
license system would apply to logs and to al kinds of soft woods.
concerning the exporting

officidl had given no definite reply when questioned

into effect would depend upon the conven-

Indo-China.
that he

Nihro  suggested that the dispatching of the Kaisoku Maru be delayed

The officia

barring, of course, that no unforeseen incident

in charge had been unwilling

166

to speak definitely

broke
on the










274. Japan Decides Against Subsidizing Philippine Political Candidates

Although in the Philippine Idlands the Japanese had been following the policy of subsidizing
political candidates who, if elected, would cooperate with Japanese officials, it had been prev-
iously  decided (See  Volume  IlI-Japanese-American Relations) to investigate the characters

1941, Consul
held

Nihro notified Tokyo of the deipasmof a parijs rbul politicy

276. Japanese  and Philippine  Diplomats  Postpone  Negotiations

tary of the Interior on September 17, 1941

quo in regard to trade between Japan and the Philippine Islands would be maintained  until
1946 at which time, because of the newly acquired independence of the Philippines, open

negotiations  in regard to the land problem could begin. Mr. Kihara had then presented a
memorandum regarding the preservation of the status quo, and Secretary Alunan had prom-
ised to deliver it to President Quezon on the following day.

7B9lll, 539

791111, 541.
79211, 542
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Japanese Legation would become more and more complicated and delicate. For these reasons,
Minister Miura asked that Mr. Fukushima’s transfer be postponed for the time being at
least.™*

M, 630.

186









Aug

located  in Brazil,  Argentina, Chile and Colombia, the latter  country was of importance be-

899111,646,
900I11,647,
90111, 648.
902111,649.
9031I1,650.
90'111,651.

90'111,652.

908lI11,653.
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The same  report revealed that the Soviet Republics government outward

111, 836. Five or ten year plan worked out or put into effect inthe Balkan States,
1112111,836,
111311, 837,
1114111,838,




land.1115

455.  Ambassador Oshima Again  Threatens Resignation

plaining that such an explanation as the Foreign  Minister had transmitted on September 10,
1941,1119 was little more than routine  diplomatic material, Ambassador Oshima  stated that it

sador  continued that although outwardly the Japanese government clamed that the Japanese

doubtful

Ambassador Oshima, stated that he felt incapable of performing his duties satisfactorily. 1120

1115111.839.
1116111,840.
1117111,841.
1118111, 842.

1119111, 843.
112011, 844.
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agree to

whale oail,

480.

to decide to have a civilian company in Japan study the matter or to send Jap techni-
cians to Germany for factory training, depending upon the relative costs. 1168

Junkers Company by the Japanese, and the Germans insisted upon ahigher price. 1170
Meanwhile the Tokyo Aircraft Gauge Company had purchased patent rights for the Askania-
manufactured automatic  pilot. Despite the recognized wurgency in learning the techniques,

sble to send personnel from Japan at that time, however, at least one technician from the
Tokyo Aircraft Gauge Company and Engineer Yoshinari would join the Askania laboratory.1171

electric gauges had not been completed because of exchange currency and transportation
difficulties. In regard to the automatic  pilot Berlin informed the Japanese government that

sible. 1172

man  commercia attache in Tokyo, assist Japan in acquiring the "IG" patent rights  from

that, just as Japan felt about America, Germany did not wish to goad that country at the
moment. 1173

chases. 1174

tracted by Japan through these channels.1176

1167il1,890.
1168111, 891.
116"111,892.
"olll, 893.
117111, 894.
1172111,895.
1173il1,896-897.
1174111,898.
Imlll, 899.
1176111,900-901.
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492.  Ambassador Tatekawa Recognizes Russian Strength
Ambassador Tatekawa informed Tokyo on October 10, 1941 of the probability that  should

Germany bri~g Russia to complete surrender, the  Communistic regime would be completely

nese Ambassador
ing behind the fg

tated.

the

destinch

1199111,925.
1200111,926,
1201111,927.
1202111,928.
120'111,929.
1204111,930.
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Delays Payment  of Occupation Exp|
Ambassador a Vichy informeg on September 23, 1941 that Mr. Arnad

demand for the

government was to

out.1292

534.

office. 1204

1286 ill, 1004-1005.
1267111, 1006.
1288111,1007.

1269See footnote 1284.

1290111, 1008.
1291ill, 998, 1009.
1292111, 1010.

1293Possibly Kenkichi Y oshizawa, former Ambassador to France, serving inJuly, 1941 as member of House  of
Peers.

1294ill, 1011










believed that Fren<th  Indo-China preferred settlement in gold, athough there was aso the
ities which could not be supplied in ahurry. 130

540. Japan Requests Additional 100,000,000 Piasters for Occupation Force

between January and March 1942, the Japanese amy in French Indo-China would  require
30,000,000 piasters, 1307 or approximately 10,000,000 piasters1308 per month. 1309

Apparently having sent to Tokyo an explanation of the fixed rate of exchange for the purchase
of gold by the Bank of French Indo-China, Ambassador Kato was instructed on October 7,

not permitted Tokyo to reach a correct  understanding. The Japanese Ambassador was aso
instructed to inform  Tokyo immediately as to how m e official differed  from the

541. Japanese Official
Precaution was ta
Kobe to Hanoi

the assistance extended to the Japanese Embassy in during the joint defense negol

1306!11, 1020.

1307 Approximately $2,400,000 in American money.
1308 Approximately $800,000.

130111, 1021.

13lolll, 1022.

131111, 1023.

1312111, 1024.

131311, 1025.
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tember 8, 1941, ‘ i approximately
30,000 tons. 1324

549. Japanese

they fild
strict  survg

cussed
pro-ene

coast.1326

Japanese  intelligence  reports indicated to Tokyo .that Chinese Communists Chen Shao-

Russian conference, they planned to maneuver a favorable turn in the boundary  dispute.

legitimate existence  status as well as recognition of equal treatment for the Communist army;
(2) the development of the northwest section; (3) the reorganization of the Nationa Asso-
ciation for Assisting the Administration; and, (4) the abalition of the Right Wing of the anti-
Communistic platform. Chau  En-la, another Chinese Communist leader, had previously

discussed these demands  with Mr. Lattimore.1329

1324il1,1035.

13"111, 1036.
1326ill, 1037.
132711, 1038.
132Bl11, 1039.
1329ill, 1040.
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THE “MAGIC” BACKGROUND OF PEARL HARBOR

596. President Wang Takes Active Part in Japanese- American Negotiations

As Nanking’s various economic and political situations grew to international importance
because of their relation to Japan, President Wang increased his interest in the progress of
Japanese-American relations. In a letter to Prime Minister Konoye sent in October, 1941, via
Consul-General Hidaka, Mr. Wang asked for information regarding this matter. In his mes-
sage Mr. Wang summarized diplomatic conversations among Mr. Hidaka, Admiral Koga
and himself in relation to the United States.

A later dispatch on October 16, 1941 revealed that President Wang’s motives regarding this
problem were governed by the desire to have the Nanking government officially consulted in
any agreement reached with Washington. Actually Mr. Wang wanted Nanking to be part of
any alliance between Japan and the United States. Tokyo found Mr. Wang’s demands justi-
fiable, and Japan agreed to contact Nanking on all future details involving occupied China.'*"

YT, 1109.
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During Au an enforced stricter measures to safeguard y of its plans. Since

duties, Mr.  Yutaka  Ishizawa, the Japanese Consul-General, in Batavia suggested on Aug

Ishizawa urged that his government be prepared for any emergency.141l

the old code. 1412

598. Japanese Finance Officials Negotiate for Circulation of Japanese Currency
Since the circulation of Japanese funds had been greatly curtailed by the Netherlands Indies
freezing order, Mr. Masatsune Ogura, the Japanese Minister of Finance, and the authorities

ber of the Yokohama Specie Bank in Batavia on this trade mission, present certain of Japan's
problems  to the Dutch officias. 1413

the Netherlands Indies had aready established the Central Afolh Japan Trade, Tokyo was not
optimistic ~ concerning the redization of its plan. Attempting to clear up back shipments of
goods, Tokyo directed its ships to load the cargo already- contracted for up to and including

Indies prior to that date.

ficid to the Japanese government because  the "Netherlands authorities only issued permits
of goods in guilders protected the buyer from exhorbitant export duties, the Tokyo commercial
officials. 1414

599. Mr. Imagawa Discusses Japanese Currency Problems With  Mr. Hoogstraten (August 7,1941)

Attempting  to establish Japanese currency in the Netherlands East Indies on a more stable

spesking in an official capacity, stated that his government would liquidate &l of Japan's

merchants  provided that the newly liquidated assets be used as payment for the purchase of
materials  in the Netherlands East Indies. Furthermore, Mr. Hoogstraten  stated that even that

111, 1110.
we I, 1111-1112.
1413111, 1113,
1414l bid.
‘mill, 1114.
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Japan. Between fifteen and twenty Pen  paid hese goods, but only cargoes
amounting to Y 3,000,000 had been loaded for shipment to the East Indies. Since Mr. Imagawas

ported 0n.1417

its | t,

refuseg permisy '

porté '
was
Col

give
act
194;

1
Tokyo in trade neg s, decided the figures must be checked more closely. However,

at Kobe, orders amoun 0,000,000 had passed over his desk, in that city aone.142

s 1bid.
1 1bid.
s 1bid.
o 1bid.
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bassy singing
had been set
tion.

tination in the north. 1670

708. Japan Declares Its Position in Handling Anticipated Thaiese Problems
Foreseeing the development of a large accumulation of problems pertaining to the launching

bassy be guided by aset policy which the Japanese Fifth Committee had decided upon.

handled by the Imperial Embassy  in Thailand.

prises as would be necessary for carrying out any future military or economical plans in Thai-
land. Preferentia handling would also be accorded those enterprises likely to be hindrances
to Japanese-Thailand friendly relations.

government would designate a certan firm,  thereby avoiding COMpPeh between

the gd R a speedy,

commercial drug concern in Thailand, he declared that operation of a drugstore should be
not merely for the purpose of carrying on Japanese suf e activities, but that the concern
1.'0ul, 1310.
l.nuUI, 1311.

1.12m, 1312. This message was not translated until  April 21, 1945,
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