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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
FOR 

Construction of Range Road (RR) 218 Bypass Road at Test Area (TA) D-51, 
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida 

RCS 04-889 

This finding and the analysis upon which it is based was prepared pursuant to the President's 
Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEP A) and its implementing regulations as promulgated at 
40 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR) Part 1500 (40 CFR 1500-1508) plus: 

• US Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis Process as promulgated at 
32 CFR Part 989 

The Department of the Air Force has conducted an Environmental Assessment (EA) of the 
potential environmental consequences associated with the Construction of a Bypass Road for 
RR 218 at TA D-51, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. The February 2006 EA is hereby 
incorporated by reference into this finding. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

Proposed Action 

The Proposed Action is to construct a paved, two-lane bypass road along the northern boundary 
fence line ofT A D-51. The typical range road width is approximately 20 feet with a cleared 
shoulder edge of approximately 24 feet to a forested tree line. The bypass road would likely be 
constructed to this general specification. The anticipated path of the bypass would be parallel to 
the northern boundary fence line. The bypass road would intersect with RR 218 outside of the 
security gate areas forT A D-51 and would be approxin1ately 2.3 miles long. Photographs of the 
project area are included in Appendix A of the EA. The roadway path would be parallel to the 
existing fence line for the entire length of the northern T A D-51 boundary. The exact fence and 
roadway location would need to be established based on a specific site survey. The project 
would involve tree removal and soil disturbances. 

Alternative Action A (Preferred Alternative) 

Alternative Action A, which is also the Preferred Alternative, consists of a paved, two-lane 
bypass road along the northern edge of TA D-51 and it would be constructed similar to the 
Proposed Action. The difference would be that the road would jog approximately 200 feet 
toward the existing RR 218. This jog would occur in the vicinity of the Smith Branch Steep head 
and would jog away from the steep head for a linear distance of approximately 1,000 feet. The 
existing northern boundary fence line in this vicinity would likewise mimic this roadway offset 
jog. This offset jog of the bypass road is necessary to accommodate a requirement for a 300-foot 
endangered species habitat buffer from the Smith Branch Steephead. Roadway width and 
shoulder general specifications would be expected to be the same as the Proposed Action. 
















































































































































