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SECTION I -~ PREFACE

The 824 Airborne Division arrived in the Buropean Theater of Operations on
9 December, 1943, bronzed by the summer.suns of NORTH AFRICA and SICILY ard
bled and battle-tested in campaigns . in SICILY and the ITALIAN nainlande One.
Jeginental Combat Team, the 504th, had been left behind when the D.w:v.s:.on sailed
from ITnPLmS. ITALY, on 19 November. 1945. T :

The 504th Regimental Combat Team, (cons:.sting of the 504th Parachute In~
fantry, the 376th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, and Company Oy 307th Air-
borne Ingineer Battalion) was detached from the Division and was fighting in =
the mountains north of the VOLTURNO River when the 82d sailed from WAPLES.
Jater it was %o spend more than 60 days of gruelling warfare on the famous ANZIOQ
Zeachhead before rejoining the Division in May in ENGLAWD.

The Division. dlsembarked at BELF:ST, NORTH IRELAND, and occupicd an area .
northiwost. of that city., Division Headquarters was established at CASTLE DAWSON,
‘which wag approximately thlrty milog from BELFAST, The Diviesion was attached
to X.V CCrPSQ . ' I ¥

A shortage of adequate tralning facilities. the short da,/s and long nights,
and no fo.cil:.ties at all for airborne maneuvers, handicspped trainings The need
for such facilities and tralning became.increasingly important with the attach-
ment to the Division on 14-January, 1944, of the 2d Airborne Brigade, which in~
cluded the Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters Company and the 507th and 508th
Parachute Infantry Regiments, and preparations were made for the 824 to move to
the NOTTINGHAM ~ LEICESTIR ~ MARKET HARBCRO area in the English Midlands, 3rig.
Gens MAXWELL B, TAYIQOR, Division Artillery Commander, rejoined the Division ‘
after duty with the North African Theater of Operatiorns.

The move to the midlands was made in mid~February, 1944, and an intensive
progranm of airborne and other types.of training was begun. & parachute school
wag opened to train reinforcements, and a series of paraéhute problems was map—
ped out to begin with battalion drops and to culminate with & drop of three ro-
giments, Glider personnel trained with the British Horsa gliders as well as
-~ with the CG~4A (Waco) gliders, took training rides of more than two hours dura~
tlan,

. Divisio_n Headquarters was established in a hutted camp in Bramstone Park,
LEICESTER, The telephone code names of "Leader® and "Xeystonel, employed by
the Division in NORTH AFRICA, SICILY, end ITALY, were dropped and the Division:
became known as "Champion®, The 456th Parachute Field Artillery Battolion,
which had seen nuch of its personnel detached and left in ITALY, was reorganized.
The 24 Battalion, 40lst Glider Infontry, 101st Airborne Division, was attached
to the 325th Glider Infantry. This move gave the 325th a total of three vatta-
lions. 3Brigadier Gencral TAYIOR left the Division to Decome Gormanding General
of the 101st Airborne Division, The Division was attached to VIII Corpse.

Meanwhile, preparations were being made for the Division'!s participation in
the invasion of the NORMANDY, FRANCE, Peninsula by Kllied forces in "Operation
NEPTUNE". 'Brigadier Genpral JAMES M. GAVIY, the assistant Division Commander,
had preceded the Division on its nove from ITALY and had been a member of the
airborne planning staff established by the Allies in LONDON. The Division Staff
began preliminary planning work in January and started intensive planning in Febe
ruary when the Division Bituation Room was opened at Camp Braunstonc, The Divie
sion Commander, Major General MATTHEW B, RIDGWAY, was the senior American Alre
borne representthe on an inter—Allied alrborne planning cormittee, -

MY-Day", the day by which all plans were to be coupleted, had been set by
Supreme Headquarters, Allled Expeditionary Force, as 1 June., Reg gimental staffes
were "briefed" on y-60 and battalion staffs on y-30 in accordance with instruc- .
tions received from the First United States Army and VII Corps to whiéh the Divie
sion whould be attached upon landing. :
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SECTION II - NARRATIVE

Ty 26 May 1944 all plans and preparations were completed for the Division
to carry out the mission assignéd it by First United States srmy. Fleld and
adninistrative orders had been pibilMighed and distriduted. In a series of awp.
naneuvers on a special 1/5,000 map Fégimental and battalion commanders had <t
lined their plans in order that all commanders might be briefed thoroughly cn
the prospective Division operations. Divislonal seaborne echelons already .wid
departed for the marsha.lling yerds and were asscmbled in camps scattered aicug
vhe Welsh and southern: :Bkaglish coas’os. The Division .migeion was to be as i‘oL«
lowss : , R

"Land by parachute and glider befere and after dawn of
D~Day west of ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE: seize, clear and
secure the general area ST, JACQUES IE NEHOU (136985) = -
BESNEVILLE (137928) (voth inclusive) ~ ST, SAUVEUR LE
VICOMTE (exclusive) — BLANDAMOUR (167982) (Inclusive),

end reorganize; selze and destroy the crossings of the
"PRAIRIES MARECAGBUSES north of LA SANGSURIERE (188898),

at ST, SAUVEUR DE PIERRE PONT (145890); destroy the
erossings of the OLIONONIE River. in the vicinity of ST.

10 D'OURVILLE (090894) ond block crossroads vicinity LE
CHIMIN (102902)¢ prevent enemy forces moving north between .
ST. 10 DIOURVILLE and Junation of DOUVE River with PRAIRIE
MARECAGEUSES (226921); and protect the south flank of VII
Gorps north of the gane line.,"

The misstion, however, was chnngod ‘by the First .A,my Gomnander oxr 26 May
due to confirmed intelligence rep&rts the ocneny had strengthened his -forces on
the COTENIN, (CHERDOURG) Peninsula with the addition of the 9lst Infantry Divie
sion in the general area of ST. SAUVEWR LE VICOMTE, The revised nmission of the -
824 Alrborne Division was to be: ‘ '

"Land by parachute and glider before and after dawn of
D-Day astride the MERDERET River, seize, clear and secure
the general arcar (R (261938) -~ CR (265958) ~ CR (269975)
-~ RJ (274982) —~ RJ (283992) - Dridge (308987) ~ NEUVILLE
AU PLAIN (340985) ~ DANDIENVILLE (360987) within its zone;
eapture ST, MERE EGLIST (349965); seize and sccure the
crossings of the MERDERET River at (315957) and (321930),
and a bridgehead covering them, with MILR along the geheral
lines (R (261938) - OR (265958) ~ CR (269975) — RJ (274982)
~ RJ (283992); seize and destroy the crossings of the DOUVE
River at DEUZEVILLE LA SASTILLE (309911) and BTTZHVILGEZE
Yalso known as PONT L'ANBE) (269927); protect the aorbhwect
flank of VII Corps within the Bivision Zone: and be prepared
to advance west on Corps order to the linec of the DOUVE
.north of its junction with the PRAIRIZS MARECLCEUSZA.
Now orders and other administrative details made necessary by the new mige
sion were worked out quickly and disseminated within four days. The chinnge 4id

not effect the basic plan for movement in three echelons which had boon werk:id
out as followss :

Force MAM w commarided. by’Brigadie'r General JAMES M. GAVTY. asclsiar:
Division Comnmander, to be committed by parachute beforo d~wr ¢f ir-
Day and to include

Det Hg & Hq Co, 824 Abn Div . %

- 2w
I
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Pathfinders

g
" Det Hq 824 Div Arty . 2
Dot 82d Abn Sig Co - ’ : 3
Det 456 -Prcht F4 Dn (atchd 505 Prcht Inf) :

ir Buport Party (&tchd Hq.824 4bn: mv)
505 Prcht, Inf , 317
507 Proht Inf .. . R ' .oonuv
508 Prcht Inf . o B T b &
Co I, @07 Abn Engx' Bn ' 9
Naval,shore Fite Gontrol Party (atchd S
505 Prchi Inf) ormssmma
JoTaL . . 378

I‘orce ":3" Oommand,ed by Ma.)‘or General mmm%mwn. RIDGWAY. .
Division comnander, t0. be committed. Dy glider ‘Before and.
after d.awn of. D—-Day and to includ,e‘ e o ,

g; iderg -

'Hq&ﬁqGoBZAaniv(—) o 22
Hq & Hq 3try, 824 4bn Div. Arty (-.) 1.
824 4bn Sig Co (=) - . , 213,
225 @i Inf — ' 178"
319 Gli- FADn - .- . ;40
820 ¢ii TADn . .- ¥ oo
Btrys A, D & O 80 Abn AA 3n (A'I‘) 87y
T4y 307 Atn Fngr B L 20
B0% Abn u.d_,, fo (=) - . E 20
824 fbn lea Plab f—«‘) - 13 .
Alr Spoort Paztys A
(zomanc vo;-icus i Prcht Regts O -1

CTOMAL 428

. . ’ A

]‘orce "G" - (‘omm.n"tcd. by Br'l gwdier Gencral G-ID’IGE P, I-IOTIELL; Conmanda-
ing General of 24 aAirborne Infantyy 'Brlgade. to’ be eommtted. by sea,
to ‘anu betWﬁen D. plus an(l D plu.s 7 and to inclu.de.

456, FA Bn (-) s 87 Arnd FA Bn, atchd .

80 Abn 44 Tn (») © o899 TD Bn, atchd

307 Abn Engr On (-) 0 Tr By 4 Cav Sqdn, atehd

782 fbn Ord Maint Co ‘Co. €. 746 Tk 3n (M), atchd

1407 Kon QM Co - .~ -3009-QM Tri Co, atchd - .
.83 Abn' M2 Plat - ¢ - 3810 @1 Trk Oo. abchd

‘corps Nod Dets. ' . lst Rlat, 603 Qi (m) ‘Coy atehd

Seaborne elementa of units 1n Forces N
mAn and nBﬂ ;,-f B ' |

' Uhder ‘the plan Force "A" in its ent1re'cy was to. approach the GHERBOURG
( COTENTIN) Peninsuls from the west and to.drop between 0100 and 0315 hours on
the night of D-.n lDoDaJ oi-thres d,op zoneg.- ‘Tha B05th: Parachute Infantry -
Regiment and ite a"ta«,hnonts wore to land east of the MERDERET River about
'1,000 yards norbthwestof, TE. MIRE BGLISH (3397).. Tho 507th Parachute Infantry
Regment was to ladd weswm tiac MERDERIT River. abows 1,C00.yards north of
AMFREVILLE (3096) Tnc.aOSth Parachuts Infentry Regiment and Force M4Y Headm
, quartera wer'e %o ﬂ.and weas‘c of the IuEB.uE’LmT River about 1, 000 yards nornh of
PIG!LUVTL (2995) Pt e T -  RS . . )

Fiftw-two gliders of Force "B" were to a,pproach the ‘CHERBOURG Poninsula

fron the. west prior to H»gour and 1and on the BO5tH drop zone, The remaindor
of Force "3 was to approacﬁ the pen:.nmlnla fron the ¢ast and was to land late
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on D-Day and early on D plus one on la.nding zones a’j Qt‘ne STE, MIRT EGLIS“

. WLOWILLE Road (3694) In a last-ninute’ chang(;\ of plan (}eneral m DEIYWAY
parachuted w:.th Force ”A" ‘ ,

Aerial resupply nissions vere scheduled. automatica.lly zfor the rworni--b of
3? .Qlus one and on call therea:tter if needeq.. The a.utonatic mission was the

Q\mpl,ies were received la‘cer by glid.er.

A1 alrborne elements of the Division aad closed and’ wene se'\led. in spec-
il camps at tho teko- ff fields by 24 hours before the schedyled tako-off
tines Parachute eliients were located at seven airfields in the GRAWTHAL -
O TTESMORE = LANGAR 68 of tho Dritish Iindla.nd.s, and glider elenents weve.at
seven i)irfields in ‘the AlaD.m’Jme]:l = RAMSEURY ~ MERRYFIELD areas. (See ‘Annex -
ITOQ 3 ! ‘ '

lel r,zen were briefed thonoughly on their missions, a recheck was nade of

- ~e.'!.l cquipment. end personnel. and planes and glidersowere loaded with equipment.
The Allied. D=Day wus po stponed 24 hours because of weather conditions, o.nd. the

firet plo,n.es of Force "A" took off at 052315 June 1944, .

The ma,in flight wa.s preceded by the three regimental pqt‘lfind,er Yeans .
whiaeh dropped one-half hour prior to the first group, The pathfinders sustain-
_ed nany casualties and had difficulty in using lights, but they accomplighed
their nission and set wp teacons to "uide the incomins vl anes to the thiree
d.esigmted drop zoness

The 'fli.jxt over the Ehblish Gharm.el wvas in good formation and mthout Ane.

eidezt, dut betyeen the we t con.st Mnd ‘the drop zones a heavy fog bank tended -

' : pleness Flak and some enemy night fighters

activ1ty caus ed. sovc of the trofs;p cnrrle,r planes to take up evasive action,
~and by the time the d.rop z' nes were - rcuchecl nany planes were scattered, and
were flying at. e:cccss:.ve saeocls and - at a.LtJ.tud,es higher than those ideal for

,jumping).

The 505th Parachute Infantry Reg,x.ment landed ;,enern.lly in tke vic:._ﬁlty of
its drop wone. The 507th’ Pmrachute Infantry wns scattefed, one element dropp-
ing in the- \nclmty of MOI\TTR'BOU"{G. another south of CARENTAN and the remainder
| as’criac the IVIERDm'RBT River east of the drop zone. The 508th Parschute Infontry
. Reylment was lilrew:Lse scattered widely. the bulk of its pn,rachutlsts dropping
oast of the Drop Zone ahd sone personnel l-mdin& ng far away as nina ]rilometerr
south of CHJABOWG. :

The 52 gliders cont'a.iniﬁg batteries of the 80th ,Air'borne Antiaircraft B'ﬂ‘»»
talion and detachpents and forward parties of artillery, signal and Division
Headquzu'tcrs groups followed the main body of paratrocpers snd began lo.ncllng
at 0404 hours, The {:;liders ‘also encountered fog and flak, They 00 Were ,
scattered, and nany of them were danaged upon crdshinb into the suall fields
and blbn hedberows. :

area was pronpt and sev'ere, but from the time the first nefiber landed until 33
days later. when the Divigion was’ fin-;.ll,/ relieved, every hission was accomp~
lished zmd. no grownd ¢ unod vas ever. rellnqulshed. ‘

Eneny reaction to the landingz of the 82d Airborne m‘%sion in the NOBMANDY

A day-‘oy—-day account of ‘bhe Divisi:on's act1v1ties fo}:Lows'

‘ 1944 (See gnexes 5 and 6}

, The first elemcnt of the m91n body of the Division Jumped at 0L5l hours,
having beon preceded %0 minutes by the Pathfinder teams. By 0312 hours all
paratroopoers had landed, and at 0404 hours the first of 52 gliders in the in-
itial glider ser:.al crash land.ed. Botb. parachutists and gliders were scatber-
eds o . ' , o :

Saall groups andsoneu.nits attacked to secure the Division zone. Groups

-4
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of mem and individuals who had been scattered in the landings rejoined their
unitg throughout the day; amd dy nlghb*‘a.ll apprommately 30 per gt of the -
D*.v.».sxon's forces were u.nder control. c _

At 2100 hours lOO f;li ders landed with artlllery, engineers, and special
t¥o0pss Seaborne elements set sail at 0645 from: BRISTOL except for a task force
mnelstmg of Company (p 746th Tank Battalion; the lst Platuum, Trocp B, 45h
Cavriry Squadron: and elemenbs of Gompo.r*v F, 24 '3aﬁca4toq {originally 24 Tattam
lfon, 401st Glider Imdnun) 32550 Giider iInfantey, fSais task force landed on
Utah Red Beach at 1400 howr's and proceeded inland w'?th the nigsion of conticiing
the Div:.s:.on near STH. IIERCJ EGLISE. :

o At tho close of the day, the Dlvision was.in the nilst. of govere fighting,
‘It had. captured STE, MERE EGLISE end héld a: ge'zural line .along the MERIERET Eiver
from LA FIERE (3¢ 695i) south to inclhde the eastern end of the naueeway over the.
MER]IERET T:L_VGJZ' au uu.LQSO. ) . . .

Headquartens & head rters Gompany, 82d girborne :Dlwsion

m.«;;a"

Parechute elements, par‘b of Force “A“ d.ro*:ped. at O”l4 hours near the 4ot
ba_nk of the MERDIHET River,:and giider elex:%m*s, leading nchnlov“ of Force Lokl
landed at 0804 hotirs, . The Fomce AN 3or 2and }oet os” debup 1n¥tially - ab Buu%u
west of the Mk DERED River, but ak 0770 the group waded acrose the Ziver to m,
east bank and assembled at La FIZRE (31996 %Y. A néw Force ".t\" Gemirzn Soet ¥ '+s R
eatnbllshed. aT, a. ra.i] road crossmg at 3269444 ‘ o o RN

. The Div:.s*on Gommander, who Jumped wmh the 5b5‘ch Parachute Inf‘mtruf, oebbe
lished his Conmaad. Pos, in a hedyerow west of S‘I’Eu ME'RE BGLIISE at 5R2c68, Hie-
ments of Fimdquariees and of the. Defense Platoon moved south to sscure the wridge
© yiest of CHEF DU PONT (321920) where it ehcbuntered severe enemy fire, -This grovp
returned to éhe Command:-Fo st at . l’?OO, but patt of Jthe Defense’ Pletoon movcd to a .
new l’orce "*A" ‘Gomand POst nt a Phbilroad pass at- 33:’960. L

. The Divismon headquarters ih:.‘tial glicier ser:\.a,9 which lended in the dark . o
Bt spproximately 0415 hours, wag scattered, and the (-2 and G~3 did not reach the
oommand post until late afternooh, The Chief of Staff was injured in a giidor
crash and lated evacuateds The G—-l did not reach the command post for two days.

505%1& P'u'achu'oe Infartrv Regxment

's

“I.‘he ﬁz“st elemen’c, the 2d ‘Battalion, dropped at 0151 hou.rs and- the entlre
re{'imcnt Yanded by 0202 hours. "Most of the troops landed on or near %the drop
zoney bu\t n few were widely dispersdover the countryside. The 3d Dabtelicw -en—
tered ‘STE, MER® EGLISE at 0400 hours, and thei¥own was securciy held and ovhposted
within an hour. The imerican Flag was ral ged over 7TE; MIZRE EGLISH, the firsi
Fronch town to be 13'berated. by the Allies. After assembling the ol Ba*bmlxor ,
started to move out to take NEUVILIZ AU PLAIN, but orders were réceivald fron ’chn
regiment to stand by. At 0600 hours ‘the 2d Battalion moveTlrfo pﬂ"s.u'l.O"’l north of
STd, MERE EGLISE and assisted the 3d Dattalion in holding the town. The lsb Dattu
linn moved toward its objective, the bridgg, over, the MERDIRET Rlvef (314956) =%

14 FIERE at 9630 hours and by 0830 held the ‘eastern end of- thls bridge against
heavy. enemy fire fronm. the western approaches. .l

507th Parachute Infantry Regim- -t

The flrst element, the lst Battalion, Jumped at 02"2 hours. and by 0312 hour:
the entirc regiment was on the ground generally east of the' MERDERET River and
was fairly dispersed. Small- groups assembled to form: small task forces until such
time as the regiment could assecmble ._CO“‘I}’\" tely, One such force of the west bank.
of the MEREERET River attacked AMFRE BVILIE bhutb. wasg forced brek by overwnelmlng
superiority in eneny strength to ""LAUX (000955) A patrol was sent.to the western

e 5—-

- .
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end of L4 FIERE Bridge and contact was made with elements of the BOS5th Parachute
Infantry on the eastern end at 1430 hours. The eneny recaptured FLAUX and drove
this patrol from the western: end of the L FIZRZ Zridge. Another force of the
regiment joined with Foree Al Headquarters and at 1130 attacked to secure the
CEEF DU PONT Bridge (321930), meeting extremoly severe resistance, The eastern
~end of the bridge was finally secured by nightfall. Leaving one company to hold
" the bridge, the remainder of this second force moved to an assembly area at 1715
hours in the vicinity of the railroad overpass at 323960, Still another £ToUDy
led by the regimental commander, landed on or neer tho scheduled drop zone but
had no contact with other oledents ofthe Divismn during the day .

508‘0 Parachute Infantry Resinent

The 3d Bettalion Jjumped at 0208 hours andwthe entire regiment was on the
ground by 0220 hours, Four separate groups were assembled. One group was in the
vicinity of La FIERE, fought along the railwoy and abtacked the LA FIERE Dridge.
This group was later relieved by the lst Sattalion, 505th Parachute Iﬂ.fanory
and moved to an assenbly area in the vieinity of the railroad overpass (323960
to organize a defensive position. Two other sroups Jjoined forces west of the
MERDERET River in the vicinity of PICAUVILLE after taking part in heavy fight-
ing around GUETTEVILLE (200948). ond.north of PICAUTILIE. 4n officer of thig
group shot and killed the comnmending zeneral of the German 91st Divisions fThe
combined group then selzed the high ground west of the MERITERET River south of
- GUETTEVIILE at 310940 during the night of Junc 6-7. 4 fourth group dropped in
the vicinity of STE, MERE EGLISE, fought with the 507th Parachute Infantry to
take the CHEF DU PONT Bridge (321930) and later orzanized a defensive position
A covcrmg this bridge.

325th Gliger Infontry Reziment

. Oompanv ¥, 34 Battalion, suppertingz Company C, 746th ‘I’ank .jattalion. larded

- on Utah Red Beach at 1400, de~waterproofed vehicles and moved inland at 1600 to
make contact with the Division., Heavy artillery, mortar and small arms fire held
up this task force at erossroads 363933, Two tenks were knocked out. The remain-
der of the reginent prepared to take of‘F frem airports in Eng land. :

824 A:,roorne Division Artillery .

Parachute elements Jjunped at 0210 hou.rs, Joined a group from the 508%h “r’e.rar-
chute Infentry ond assisted in the attack on the LA FIERE Oridge. A% 1330 hours
this element Joined the glider element at the Division CP at 332965. Glider
elements landed at 050N hours and moved directly to the Division CP. At 2305
hours Eeadquarters and Headquarters Jattery of Division srtillery, the 319th
Glider Field Artillery  Battalion and the 320th @Alder Field Artillery Battalion
glided into NORMANDY and encountered severe enemy small arms and mortar firea.
Reorganization commenced inmedia ately but was handicapped by intense enemy fire,
The section of the 456th Parachute Field Artillery 3attalion attached to 505th
Parachute Infantry jurped with the 3d Battalion, dut was able to asserble onlyone
on of the two 75mn pack Lowitzers which had been dropped.

\

80th nir Dorne Antmlr craft Battalion (AT

A Batteries 4 and 3 landed by glider at 0405 hours. * Six 57m antitank guns
had been recovered and were in postion by 1730 hours. Battery C glided into the
aroa at 2100 hours and began assently and reopganization. The remainder of the
Batta.lion salled from .uR.wTOL ZIGLAND, nat 0645 hours. :

307th J_gégborne Enb_neer T%att:ft,on

Conpany B. (loss one platoon attached to the 505th Parachute Infantry)

-06‘—‘


stokesc
Rectangle

stokesc
Rectangle


Jumped with the 508th Parachute Infentry at 0210 hours. Some Engineer personnel
took up defeénsive positions at L4 FIZRE In sapport of one group of the 508%th, and
other perssimel joined the 508th group west of the MIRIDERZT River, One "stickM,
which included the Battaliemn Coumander, was dropped over ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMITE,
and only a few:.escaped, Part of Headquarters and Company A landed by glidor at
2300 hours and started to assemble under hmvy.enenb artillery and snall arms
fire. Tho remainder of the battallon prepared to ta}:e off from airports in
EI\TGLAI\TD. .

307 th Airborne Medical Company

.”'.'.lements of ‘the company 1anded by ‘#lider about 2100 and immediately beg*zm
agsembly, recovering by use of life rafts much equinment from gliders that had
landed in shallow water neéar the banks of the MIRDIRET River. A clearing gtation”
was seb up qt -a ‘erossroad north of 2LOSVILL D. :

g2d ggl.rborne Slgzzal Oompggx

_ . Parachute und. g,lider elements of the company which landed prior to B-Houx.”
were scattered ond aesembled with aifficulty, Huch equipment was lost. . Only

one of the three SCR 193 radios landed during D-Day was operative, and it was not
until the night cf June 6-7 that radio contact was establiahed. with the 4th Infan-
tr./ Divxsmn and with the Division base in. .JI\IGLAND. T

D PLUS 1, 7 JUNS 1944

The D:.visi.on continued to assemble, reorganize, and secure its area against
extremely sovere enemy resistance which included -armors. .Enemy. troops, identified
as -thé 91st Infantry Division, were held along the MZRDERET. River to the west.
ond were driven back to the north and northwest.. . Contact was established ‘with ..
tho 4th‘Infantry Division during the day, and-‘the VII Corps Commander visited .-
the Division Command Post late in the day. .. The 325th Glider Infantry .arrived
by glider during the morning. Additional personnel which had been scattered. in
the original landings: continued. to report baeck tr their units.

~ During the afternoon garblod radio nessag Ze6 sig;led *00 50’?" were received
ot the Division Command Post, and it was: finally determined - that they origlnated
with the Regimental Commander. who was. igolated with a group of about 300 men .
west of ﬂE’R.JVILLE. ‘

| 325tk Glider Infantry Repiment

Tue first? glider elements began landing at 0700 hours qbout 2y 500 Ja.rd.B
southe,kst of. §T3. MERZ ZGLISZ. There were many cmash landings, and casuﬂlties
totalled approxinately 7.5 per cent, Assembly was rapid, however, and by 1015
hours all battalions were reported. The 3d Dattalion moved out toward CARQUESUT
‘at 1415 hours snd reached LE PORT (326918) without encountering opposition. The-
‘renainder of the r\,bzmenﬁ proceeded to move into an agsembly area northeast of
CHIF DU POLT. Ab 1600 nours tha 2d Battalion was ordered to move into an A8Sel
bly arca east of La PIERS in the vicinity of 325962 and.later was attached to the
505th Parachute Infanbry at 2100 hours. The 1lst and 3d 3attalions were ordered
to move into and %o outpor-t the regimental agsembly areas Company §, 3d Batta-
lion in support of . Corpeny G, 746%h Tank Battalion, and the lst Platdon, attack
-towards STE, LERE I TELISE fronm the west at 0630 hours and made contact with gzlider
borne elements -of thne 325th by 0900,  The 325thts regimental strength a.t the elos.
of the day was apnrox.imatély 85 per cent. . .

505th Paracnute Infr_ntry gef;iuent

The r’1 and Zd Battalions continueé. to hold. STE, IERE EG-LIS..: egainst severe
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attagks from tho north and south. The 24 Buttalion patrols contuced elepents
of the &th Infantry Ro.:i. ent of ths 4th In.uﬂtr' Divizion at STE. MARTINE
(384973) »t .00 hours and attacked north tg cl-ar tho outskirts of 3TE. KERE
BGLISE, Tug lst Buttulion wit stood se veral countorattacks an’ push+d the en.
back to the.eastern bank of the MERDIRET River in the vicinity of the La FIH
Bridgs. They were suptort“d lute in’ the day by one pthOtn of tanks from Company -
C, 746%i: Tuuk Buttulion. A4t the closs ol ths pﬂriod of 24 ‘and 2d Battalions
prevarad te attack north toward NVUVILLE AU PLAIN iu conjunction with the 4th .
Infantry Dlvlv;Op s dprive on the Plbdt. Tue 24 Bn tt-lvon, 325th Glider Infauiry,
was attached at 2100 to assigt in this. wttaca. ‘

_507th Purchutﬁ qu,ntr[ Re~imont

TN
TR,

The ce,lmint movsd 1nto an arca west of SIT, MEE JALSY in the vieinity of
325960, rested and reorzanized. At 1600 hours he- reciment moved into positions
south of ths Li FIERE -« STE, MERT BCLISEZ Road w.st of the reilroad to sssist the
lst Buitalion, 5C5%h Purachute Iunluntry, against o threatencd countorattack at
the LA FIGRE Bridee. A€ 1900 hours the 507th, at approximately 25 pesr cent
strength, successfuliy pushed the cnazny back to tie west bank of tho MERDT 2T
Rive: in its soctor, ' _— :

/

508th Paruchute Inl_ntry Ro.dment

One wroup hear the rallroad overpass. (US3960) moved into pesitions in the
vieirity of th:s roaé jJunction 334972 to protact -the Divi gi..'s aorth f£lank
azulnst ereamy penetration, Thiev .rCup was in pos sition by G630 hours, but it
lator moved to join another group of,tbe regiment in position dafending the CHEF

DU PONT Brid.c. ’It s.uped up numarous o nemy strons points surrounding CHIF: DU
PONT aund 13t=bllshud patrol contact w1th 2lensnts of the roginent west of tho
MEIRDERET va”r Ou. the hik »@ound in the vieinity of 310940, Ths sroup o tho

high sround, now wecognized as the 23 Bittalion, Lnd completed organizztion of
its pogition by 1370 hours, wiping out o numbme of zremy mortar znd artillery
positions, 4 PO”J block was sut up on the western zpproaches to the CHIT LY
FONT Bric.,e and countact was establizlhed with Forces in CHEF DU FOMT, Regimental
stren th at th: clouu of the day was arnpro f‘matﬁly 25 per cont.

»

824, Air.crns Division Artiilary

Various groups of the artillery were involved in individusl skirmishes with
"the enemy as they found.thelir way back to thmir psrent units, Twe Ol3ve Clider
Ficld Artiliery Butfulion aszombled east . of £.8, MERE EGLISH in the vicinity of
871974 with si: 75mm pack howitzers. The 320th (lider Field Artillery DBatbalion-
was placed in direct support of the 505th Parachute Infantry. Aftor salvaging
two 105mm M3 howitzers and taking over the 75mm pacl howitzer of the 46¢th Para-
chuts Fleld arvillery Battalion d=tpchmont.With ths 505th, the 320tk scnt into
position 400 yards wast of STH, MERE EGLISK. “Ths first round was fired wt 0911
hours, The seaborn: eehelon of tiic 456th PQPUCPUﬁ“ Field srtillory Battallon
arrived off Upzh Bwuul but did not land..

80th niriornu Aiatizlreraft B ttallon .

Batteriss 4, B, Lud C canti ucd to reorgnize und by . loOO hours six 5,mm
antitank guns of Butunr, C and thres juns sach from B.iteidss 4 snd B were in
position covering the two bridges over the MERDIKET fivere The rumaindcr of
the Battalion remained An board &liips preparing to disembark on Utah Beach.

i

307th Lxuvrnc Lordusern -utu-lon , 1#

- The remaindor of GompanJ A l““afd b gﬂid" uf QVOO*houfs and moved to join
the 595th Infantry in the vicinity of CHEF DU PON ﬂtvO9SQ hourss. Esid;es and
cuIVﬂrts south of L“ PORT (5 091&) and near LIESVILLE (éélﬂ@?)\:ure hlown..
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4 An mevial resupply missio:, includlnr 148 of- the 248 0—47 planes which had
taken off, arrived over the area at 0620, Thny dropped 155.5 tons of ordnance,
cuartermsster and medical supolies, 74% of the originalld gcheduled load. The
drop pattsrn wss noor and kundlos we e scatters@, manv of them falling into enemy
hands or'beinn cov~w~d y eqeny 11re.: Limitfd recovprj vas. affcctvd initldllj.

Aérial Resuuply

D PIUD 2 8 JU“E 1944

Tu6 D;vxsion continued to attack ulo“g 1tg north flAnk maintained its posi-
tions along the MERDERET River,. and cleared the goutheorn flahk area to establish
contdct with the 10Llst AL‘qune Dlvlsion. ﬂ s s :

Darin the nf: =kt of 7-8 June a m*sspnﬁ“l 1rom.the iqolatna Proup a8y of
ANFREVILIE crossed the MERDER®T River on = suken bridze north west of LA FIERE
wad reported to the Di¥ision . Gomrino Pcste It was now evident that "there were
‘three isgolated groups west of: the MERDERET River, as followe: :

. a, A «tron; foree of 20 B»,,_lion, 5 cth P ruchutn Ih,,ntrf ¢a ni h ground
in tho V1cinity of ’lu940 south .cf- CFUTT*VILLF (600948) '

b, ”he 2d BattaLlon, SOVth Purachuta Infuntr“, locatad, north of FLMUX in

the vicinity of 305968. _ Co

_ e & force of appro&im'tely 425 men, most of- thkm from the 507th Paruchuts
In‘antrj, locPtmd west of AMFRPVIL P — ' '

‘ _ As the above oituation becarﬁ clpar, the Divisien Comx;ndﬂr deve lopﬂd a plan
to relieve the isclatsd groups west of the MERDZ BT and slso establish a clear-
cut bridgshszad over the River. The lst Buttalion, 325th Glider Infiautry, was to.
‘eross the MERDERET River on the sunken bridys north west of LA FIERE, cstablish
~ contact with ‘the -2d Buttal ion, 507th Parachuté Infentry, and swin: south to cap-
ture the Wgatbrn apnroaches to. the LA FIERE Briise. . Th: 507th. force west of Al
FREVILLE was 'to attack to the sast to contact the lst Bat ttolion 325th, and 24
Battalion, 507th. The 24 B tt‘llon, BOBth. Parachutn Infqntry, was to remain in
place° .

1

%Bﬁth Flidur Infantri Ro*imgnt

A% 2330 thf lst But ,li.n crossed the MERDER T Riyer northwcst of 1A TIERE
by means uvf a sunken road and. a rallroad embenkment against 1ittle enemy OppOui-
tion to sstablish a bridgohuad and contact the Asolated forges of the 307th Pura-
chute Infantry. At the close of the period tha lst Battzlion hgd cfoss.d the'
river SuCCronfleY and, wag, mare’ ing towards the western approaches to the LA FIERE
Brluan : 4

505th Purachute Infantrv Regim@nt

~

The 'let Battalion initially rémained, in Lositlon rorth of L4 FIERE cuuisting
the 507th Purschute laofantry in juarding™ ‘the MERDITET River c¢rossin, at tha t.point.
Tic. 24, and 33 Battalions dttdexU abrcast to the north and seilzed NEUVILLE FAY)

PLAIN by 043C hours a“qinst,slignt_0pp0a1tlon. Supported b, the 24 Pluioon, COwe
oy G, 746th Tank Battalion, these two battalions continusd their attack to the
norvh and ssizzd GR.INVILLE by.2300 hours. Tpe lst Battalion relioved the 34
Battalion, the 34 thon taking up.a reserve position’ southiiest of GRRINVILLE ih the -
vicinity of 308993, " Attachsd to the 505th, the 2d Eattalign, 325th Glider Tuiai-
try, assumed defensive positions west of th: town and prepared to attack to the
rnorth toward FRESVILLE on the Division*s ~orth flank at the close of the period,
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507th Parachute Inrantry R@01ment

. Ono forco of.175 ren isolat %) siqco DuDay on the west bank of the MERDEITT
River north of FLAUX in the vicinity of 3?5968 was still intact but suffered from
‘heavy encuny arti7lpry, mgrtar, and small arms fire. It usttcupted unsuccessfully
to cross thé’ River to the east to rejoin the regimont, - iTt_Of the 507th forece
west of ANFREVILIE succeeded. in. joiring the sroup. cast ot the town, but another
portxon of tho group, includlng the regimentul cQumander , - was ambushsd and’ taken
prisoner. The portion gf the 507th éast of the MERDEFET coutisucd to Lold a line
~between 327 940 and 010978 maintaining contact wlth aﬂJ cent rigiments. S

So&th deachutn InfantryfRaJiment

uttwckinv with‘two roinforc~d companies, the reciuent clcarmd the arsa on
the DiVlSiOL'° soutk fla,L to' incluae the towns of LE FORT, Ci4RG TEBJT, and BT R-
VILLE by 1920 hours end #stablished contaet with the 101zt Alrborne Divisien at
Road Junction 565950 north of BLOSVILLE, Resistance was severs, but 160 prisoners
were taken. The 24 Battalion on tic west bank of the MERDEXET River r pulsrc
several sharp enemy tank counterattacks directed at the western eaussway to -th
CHEF DU -FONT Bril,e. ~Cu“t et with tho rogiment on the cast bank could not be
mdiﬂtdln :d bﬁc“use of vmc‘,ssivc & “mv actlvity and obscrv;tlon.

82d Airbbrne Divis;pn'hrtillery

- The-319¢h Glider Ficls Arti +-ery Buttalion moved szven 75mm pack howitzers
into position east of CHEF D PUNT in supjort of the 507%h znd 508th Paruchute
Infantry Rogimentei ~The *320th Glider Fiold ardillaery Battalion moved eight 105mm
M3 howitzers into pooition wrst of STH,: MTRE ICLIGE in direct support of ths 505th
PurJChutu~and 3o5¢h Glidet Ihfqnt.,‘ﬁvulm’ﬂts.ﬂ The 87th Ficld ~rtillery Battalion
was relioved Qf atia achment tq the Divi uign 5:;9?“ it was in’position tp fire o
shot in- supnort of our ep»rations. R : o

Seaboren~_chelon "

fhg s..aborne schelon, Furce "C", bagan landing at 1500 hours and moved inta
a blvouac area pr.pdratory to joining the rest of the Dl¥iblOn. »00ps includs
the 456tk Parachuts Ficld Artillery Buttalion, Eatteries ), B and ¥ of the SOth
Alrborne értiaireraft Battalion, Headquarters Company of the 307th iirborne Hwesi-
neer Battallon, some- attached troops and s aborne umebntS Jf hrits thdt had ar- -
rivnd b pdrdCWut and hlldur.A - SR

"D'?LUS 3 - 9‘JUN; 1944

The DlvluluL kdlned a ‘clear-cit’ oridzghw;o OVCY the hﬂHDE%FT River, relioved
two of the three. isolated groups and somd norb\rs of the-third, and econtinusd its
attack to the.northwest in the LE.HA ssctor, : ‘

325th Glider Infan:ry %ezlmunt

mh@ILat Buouu.zon contlnued tO:QTuSS forward -to reseh the- wostern appronchhu

of ths L4 FIERD Briv.c but at 0400 nou"~ was pinned down by heavy fire of all types

in the vieinity of CAN™ UIQY (509959) Bollowind a 15 minute artillery prepara-
tion, the 3d Battalion ettacked aeros s’ thQ,LA FIE Brid’“ at 1030 hours with two
coppanies of tnu 307tk P ;uc_vfn Infantrd and sU. nort(l wy Ounpuny O, T45th Tiun
Hattalion. A Orllgph dd WJb sstablisksd icopln, hewwvy 10boos, CAd UIONY was so=r
cured. by.laBO hours and the 33 Biivweiioh wzs linked up with the 1st Baitalion,
quth, on thz lafy anc With tue 28" B uta-xo iy 507th. on the rig ht. Only a smalls:,
portion of ths group weat of AMFEAY. : “xen“inwrﬁﬁc”inu our lines, An cnemy
countﬁrattack lastlng ‘from’ 1900 to 2 fapuiséd“éuckgssiv¢;v by thz 3d Batta-
110n and tnc 507th Paracbutc £,ru“urg. ' R B T
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SéﬁiﬁgParachuté Infantry Re;iment;

1R-I”VILLE and the bridee ovo" the- 1 RDERAT River at the town were seized
by pLAO0. - “The regiment- attacked aaaln at 0530 with 24 Battzlion en the left, 24
BattdliOn' 325th Glider I“f¢ﬁtrj. attuchud, on the righty end lst Bstialion fol-
ilowinq. TL; Ty immnt reachod g liqe (300 ynrds south of the canal, 300008 to
‘oO/OOV ky 12 OJ. The 24 B.tizlil 'thyn moyen thirou ki p051tion3 o 24 B- tt.‘.an,
a3u5th nd continusd the attack mitn “tho. 1st Battalion. g

q-

SOVth Pur?chutp Tﬂ; 'try Rc;im@nt

: Tec conpauic,s a'btack\,d ICI'OQS thd LA FI?'“R" Brides with the 325¢h Glidcr Ins
funtry at’ 1030 to &stablish a; firm brine‘n@ad in a fisrce and saVare attqcs. L
These two companias captured, LE LOTEY (299962). daspitoe heavy fire of #1) tvpes.
Cont= .6t was: pade. with the 24 Bitte lldn, 507, and ths two companies moved into a
TESATVe poultloq 500 Vards ‘east of LE MOTEY, Tuc regiment again assistsad ti.
325th,. at.. “Ooovhourbs 187 L“pullln” a strong énemy count,rattack the rvoulso of

which assured a firm hold on the MERD. UET Briw.chead.

5C8ttha:ddhﬁ§§;;ﬁganarwa;mf@gggt%

Ve, LA IERE Brxdg@hnad,Jt i’OO bouns and,
;;GEIF"TJVILIE. (.,‘ 0948)., 2ug 3y i

at't‘a“éked

at S
, S aus i ! ~L.and southweet .

zof CHEP TU PONT. A shwrp enemy countexattack from the’ uerction ofﬂgwr““VI

was Lopulsnd uuccessfully betveon 1930 ano 2100 hourb;‘ Ths 1vma1ndnr 6t the .

-regiment maintalned position holdins thi CHEF. DU FONT Bridse. - It rgceivid spas-

<modic )rtill rv tirp during the evendng., -

824 Airbornu Division Artillgrv

The 406th qudchut Field Axtillcry Batt allon and goatorne | olements of thc
remainder ‘of Division Artillmry units qrrivgd., Grouamont was mads 6% th 456%h
“Parschute and 320th Glider: Field Srtlllery Bhttallons in “direct: support of the.
325%h Glid T and .505th - Pﬂrachuto Infantry Ragimcnts. ‘The 45bth‘wont into nosi« s
‘tions west Of; U?U TLLE- AU PLATH with-scven 76mm pack howitzers: and. fired its
first rounds ot 2130 hours,. The 90th Division Artillery and ‘one battalion o of tHe
4th Division sArtillery weére in rons qlvsupport.-

307th ‘Airborne mnpinenr Battalion

The 1st Platoon, COPpaﬂ’ A, crossad the MERLI T River with 1st Battaiion,
\625th Glijier Infantry nmorth of Li ¥IERE, The remalnﬁrr of Comp ny A supportfﬂ
'thu atts ek across Li FIERED Brid.e.” The rem_in er of -the Batt~ lion salvag ’
~oouipmvnt and resupply” bundlcu, ‘set up wator p01nts wua Sbemhlcq one mll\ w7st,
‘of STH, NTIE - ZETLIR,.

Seabdrnes Tehtlon

+ Foree: o under commtnd of “Brigadisr General: GIORG: Pe HOWILL, clossd into-
“the ST, K vszLIbqfareg«at 1550.

aResuﬁblv‘

R BALISH clrryin greatly ne ‘dmﬂ

Two CG-4%"gliders landed’ nequ“"" . ;
ond-alr ‘npsurply Niq&ion flown.,“

signal & wl pmh“t., This cohstituted™the

CDPLUS 4 - 10.T0NE 1044

The- Diviston was, rélieved, within' the biiAi head across the MERDERET River by
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v
tho 90th. Infantry D1v1.>10n, wl’ll ch pnssé’u Lhrouhh the 826. (md continued the attack
to the,west atlon of sons Motis.

. '4.: y,«-."A !‘4.'1 ..

1,500 y'w.rd.s nor GV. of v,‘,\. E*ERF
it suffered heavy iosses in“th
dostroyca the Gorman Yist Infandty Divi

beach assault forcagpef +tho Fifst T, Sw Ay

#ilthough rolieved in the MERDERET Dridgeheads Division- tcoops conbtinued the
attack: in the north.

'825th_Glidér Infentry Resinent,

. The 357th Infantry, 90%H. ‘Division, passcd. th,mug*h thi; 325th frons J.1n¢ ab
0540 hourss 'The lst and Sd Sabtalicns. renained. in; pOSltlon throu; hout the ‘day’
and nishy.-as n roserve, ..

5o§th Parzicﬁuté ihfanﬁry 'Ie';»‘imen-’a- '

axpported by artil:lcx,f. the. lst zmd 24 daﬁtmxﬂna Jumpod off across the canal

at 1400 Bours ¢’ sbfL6'LE FiM (280013) ahd MONTZSUNG: STATION (289024) 5 Tho lst
'1ttallon by—pas sed LE HAM and seized, “the stm:on by 1800 hours in the face of
stiff resistance. throughdlt the advancd,. merenus ot the £d Ba vtnlu.on were forced
0, mthdraw fron the outs 1rts of 4B Hill at 2810 hours, At cmpns %9 retuke the
town a,uring, he night were® Loﬁtcsted S(IV’;,.{’Qﬂ.Je. e 3d’ Battalicn rebpided in re-
serve, -and, the 24 .)att-tilon, 325th-glidhr Infantrys Attathed, .Protected the rogi-
nent's southwestern flank.,.

507 th-i-Parachuto Infantry Rea'lmént

Tho 357th Inf:;ntrv. 90th Dlvioion, pnssed through the BO7th lines at 0540
hou"e) The 1'eg;,tmen’t-.assemoled cast of the IJJII)IIR g "{i,ver ‘in the vicinify of L&
FIERE and reovsahized and rested.

508tk . Parachute Infintry Reriment

The 358th Infan’cry, 90th Division, pnssed through the 508th lines at» 0510
hours.. Th.e rebmen’é lass onk compiny stiil at 1% rOa‘I‘ _assenbled on high ground
west of .the MERDERED.River in the. ViCJ.nltJ of 310940 and reorganizeds

82d. pirvorne Pivigion Artidlery.

‘The. 3R0th " Glider ond! 456th Parachute Fic;d Artillery Dattalions, feinforced
by the 915th Fielcl Artlllery Battallon, 90th Division,” econtinued to6 fire harassing
and interdicticn missions in support of'the BO5th Porachute Infantrye.

Resupply,
Two 06~44 gliders landed at. STE, MERE ZGLISE eobr¥inz sicnal equipment.

‘D PLUS. 5 4D D PLUS 6_.-11 ~ 12 JUIW-1544

Tho 'Dihsé.om sec,urcd ‘the’ arca north of §TZ, MERE IGLISE after ficrce fighting
on: the part -of the BO5tH - Parachute Infantey, with 24 Dattalion, 325%h Glider Infan-
try attached, .seized B HAM and drove the _eneny north snd northwest. Dy this
actlon tho 824’ Airborho‘ DlVl"SlOn dolay’ed con@iderqbly the Gornman 24.3 Infantry Divi-
sion fruu contoc'cin;, "thc ‘beach assault fokeos of the. First Us -8, 4rmy.

.12

.- I . P S O ooy


stokesc
Rectangle

stokesc
Rectangle


3e5%h Gliaerf Infantry Reginent

Aifter being passed throus,h by th.e 3391:11 Infantry, 90th Infantry Division,
the regiment cloged in an assembly area in the vieinity of GUETTEVILLE (303948) ,
and rested and reorganized. ‘The 2d Dattalion remained attached to the 505th Pors -
czm.te Infantry. ‘

505th Parachute Infnntrz 'Zeh-iment

The” 2d Ihttalion with the 24 )attalion. 525’ch Glider Infantry, . qttached., on

the left, attacked at 111130 hours to capturc LE HAM, Ovcrcoming severe opposis
tion in webtrand diffieult terrain, the 2d. 3attalion, 325th, seized LE HAM at
2025 hours. Iy 2300 hours positions were consolidated along the éntire MERDERYY

River up to~and including the NONTEBURG railroad station at 289024, Contact with
the 6th Infantry, 4th Infaontry Division, was ha&e by the lst Battallon at MOWTEX
JURG station. The bridze over the MERDERET River at 277015 was blown by our
troops at 2145, . The regiment remained in position, patrolling, west across the

river until relieved by the 857th Infantry. Qoth infantry Division, clu:rlnb the

ni ~;ht of 12-13 June.

'50?th Pg_:gacnute Inf'mtry Reg;lmont

'the rerment continued to rest Jlrl reorganize in the vicinity of LA i‘IE?E.

'5oath Parachito ;nfantrv Rohiment

The reg:.ment continued to rest and reorganize in the vieinlty of the hibh
groind west of the MERBERET River at 310940, Contaet was maintained with the
lOlst Airborne Bivision on the left, Preparations were completed on 12 June for
‘an abttock to estadblish a bridbehead over the DOUVE River at DBEUZEVILLE LA DASTILL
on tho ni; ht of 12~13 Juney = - ‘ i

ged ﬁirborne inision gtillery

: The 456th Pcmachute Field Artillery Battal:.&a re’mined in direct support of
‘the 505th- P'xrachute Infantry., The 320th Glider Field Artillery Dattalion preparc
‘to -réinforee fires of the 319th Glider Field Artillery Ba.ttalion -end moved south
of PICAUVILLE., The 319th, in direct support of. ‘the u08t;h Parachite’ Infantry,
noved west across the DOUVE:.River. into-positions north of DEUZEVILLE Li DASTILLE.
The 915th Ficld Artillery. mttalion, attached from 90th Infantry Division, was:
relieved at 110600,  The 188th Field Artillery Dattalion (L05mm howitzer) was at-
tached at 12 1&00 and. moved 1nto posi‘cions %o reinforce the fires.of the. Zlgth.

The Dattalion continued to salvage resupply bundles and operate water points -
in the areas "Extensive surveys of the DOUVE River were conducted duping this
"period, and Dl‘id{’lns naterial. ass d‘\llt boats a.nd othor river. cros sing equlpnent :
were obtaineds S i

gttached Unite

Conpan.y' [+ 18 746th Tank Battalion. was relieved ori attachment to the Divie
sion at 110800 Junes’ .v . , S _

N

2 P'-U‘ 7 e 13 UNE 1942

' The Division, usine, the 508th P-:,rachute Infantry, extended 1ts rig;-t flank

o by establishinb a bridgéhead agross: the DOUVE,.River at DEUZEWILLIE LA DASTILLE ond
-eontacted the 10let: Air‘bome Division abain at ..)AIPTE. Other elaaentc of ¢ho

-1:3 -
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Tivision continured to reop cantze ano rcgroup vreparatory to passing through
tho S0th Infantry Divisien aad: atbacking vo the wost in conjunction witi %he
9th Infantry D:L'VJ.S.LOIT co-ltae Divislon -Cormand Post.moved to a point-unear Pl C&
CAUWILLE at coo"dJnach 204928, ‘

w

325th Glidcr ;nfuanv Remmnnt

. The 24 T’attalion *cJo"ned thc remmen‘b at 1000 hours. T.l'-:'a“re'ginent closed
"in o -new assenbly arca soubh.of PICAUVILLE at 1630 hours. ~Preparations wore
nade to attack to the west the foJ.lowmb dayo - '

soﬁth P'zrachu c: Inf'mury Rer vm,nt

" The. "d m»tua,lion. 525th Tnf tr), was relievod fron attachmcnt. The regi-
nent moved from. the 1B . ~Lr.M aron teran aceedblyin ‘5& vasd of PICAUVILLE. rested
and roorg,emzed. . :

50’7th Pa.rachute Infantry Befment

The reglment movod fron thc LA FIEILJ a.ren to an as:sembly arcas north of PIC~ .
. AUVILLE. Preparatlons were mnd.e to ebtack to .the west the following daye

508th Pare chuto Inf'mtry Rc;incnt

& comba'c tea.m Qompo sed of 'bhc regment, the 319th Gl:Lder Fiold Artillery
Tattelion, Dattery 4, 80th Airborne Antiaireraft Jattalion, a detachment from
the 307th Airborne Engineer Battnlion and one platocn of Troop By 4th Cavalry =
Reconnaissande Squadron, attacked south acrcss the DOUVE River. Company ¥ crose-
ed.the DOUVE by assault: boabs at 0001 nours and seized DEUZEVILLE LA SASTILL
‘The Femaindor of thé troops. crossed the river on a footbridge, tomstructed by
enginecrs beglnnln;, at 0400 hours. The. lst Xnttalion cleared CRETTEVILLE by
0745 hours, dcstroycd considerable enemy equipncnty including 12 1light t'mlcs,
‘and oceupiocd defensive. positions at .COIGNY, The 2d Battalion met determined.
resistance outside of JAUPTE but occupted the town by 1800 =nd established cone
tact with the 10lgt A:Lfborne Dﬂweicn to the south, UThe 3d Dattalion securcd:
the arcea between PO’WT AUNY. and HOTOT, Ducing tho entlre acticn 14 Light tanks
wer'o I\I’LOCkbd nut and. sizeablc quanbltxcs of enemy equipment cantured or destroy—-
-ed. ' : :

N

.___3 g;rborne Div:.smn AI’c ller,y

. Tho 819th zmd 320th Glider and 186th Field Artillery Battalions fired in
support Jf the bOB.th Parachute. Inf-mtry'« ernssing of the-DOUVE River at SEUZE-
VILLE L[s. BASTILL .These three battalions expended 14860 rounds in 50 ninutes,
and their- flI‘OS were reinforced as woll by the 90th Division Artillery. The
- 319%th G-L:Lder FJ.éld Artillery Jattalion disnlaced south. of the IQUVE River ab
1800 hourss - - The 456th Parachute. Fleld ‘Artillery Jattallen moved from the LB
| HAM soctar intu posit:.ons north ‘of. PICAUVILLE at 1600 .hours.

e0th Al rborne Qtlaircraf‘b _Jattallon

T “tcry A krmcked out fivc enemy 11 ht tanks in’ conju.nctlon with the lst
'_IBa.t‘c.alJ.on0 508th Pardchute -Inf: \ntry's ‘attack scuth of the OUVE River.

507th Awborno Enmneer I]a.ttalion

Gompany A oper ted assault boats acroes the mUVE Rlver wt 3EUZEVILLE LA
TASTIILE bogmmng, at 0001 hours in support of the 50Cth Parachute Iafontry. 4
footbridse was constructed flrst, and,” with the assistance of VII Corps Engineers
a Jailey br:.dho was completed by 0830. hrurs. . The 3d Platoon of Company B was. .
attached to. the: 508th I’aradhutc Infantry and. prepo.red the bridge south of TAUPTE
for demolitlon. : .

-a- 14.- '
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- Company A, 746th Tank Dattrlioh,’ was” attached to the Division nt 1700
hours,- , A :

Attached Troops

&gsﬁphly

Fleven ; 11ders carrylm7 ordnwnce a.nd s:.{'nal equipnont landed at S’I‘E. MERE
"~ EGLISZ. . . . '

Q LS 8 —m 1ﬂ JUNE 1944

The Div'isi‘on' continucd to 'nop up in the BAUPTE arca nnd also passod throu;
.thc 90th Division to attack west tow".rd. ST. SAUV EUR IE VIGOMTE.

[ .

Tho attack, w1tn tne uzd Airbornc DlV’.B 1on on the left a_nd the 9t’f1 Infan»-
try Division on the right, originally wns scheduled tc begin st nrti,f after
Gawn but was delayed until -100C to perniit, units. being relieved a d.ditlonal o~ .
portunity to seizo the contuplated line of denqrtureo lhfe-attack began at 1000
‘ewen though' the line of departure hnd not .been seized. The fighting was bitter.
hed,,erow—to hcch erow ﬁnsleuhnt hut sonoiderable progress. was naded

.'5251;:1 G—lider Infantrv Re, *went

The regiment a‘btacked. at lOOO in cclu.wn oi‘ b«ttallono with the 34 Batta—-
lion leading. - The. 507th P’xraohute Inf try wm, “to the reg ment‘s rig nt. A8
the scheduled line. of dep'xrture had nft Teen solzod, the 325th attacked to the

“FEERE of ~the 356th Infantry, "90th~ T SYoiy ingtead of-through it, but-later..
swung in front of that regiment, ' The nais hishwny due west of ETIINVILLE was .
‘strongly defended by  the encmy, but- he was driven -off the road by 1830 hours
sfter exceptionally hard fighting and repeated thru«tc by both the 3d and 1st.
Battalions supported by one platocn of Commpany A, 746th Tank Dattalion, The
1st 3Battalion continued. to nttack and advmccd west 400 yards. The reginent
consolldatcd its positions at 2100 hours, estatliched firm contact with the
HEZEL Infz:-ntry on the rifht and prepared to. cfntlnue the attack to the west.

"he regi “went rcn"inod 1n Division resorve. Gompany I movor}. to securc 2
bridge south of ETIE LVILIE - (FONT L'A m) holding postiions at the north end
. of. the bridge. Comp'm.y H was nttached to the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment

.2%°1400 hours o act ns” Infantry escort for'a platoon of Company A, 746th Tank
.battallon throubh and beyond ETIELVILLL, but the company reverted to regimental
. control at 1940 hours,. The. res diment was ordered at 2100 hours to nove ‘into~—~
| osit:.on 3..000 ynrd,s north of ETIEI\\VILLE ‘Company. I remained at tho ETIENVILLE

Jridge and ‘cstablished pfxtrol conta.c‘c w:Lth the SOBth Parachute Infa,ntry in the
..’JEUZEVILL,.« La BASTILLE Bri&» ehcad. SR .

‘ 50'7'011 f'zrachu’co Infantrv I{e;‘lmqnt s

j,’cta.ckine, in cclunn nf 'b ttmln.ons with the’ Sd Battalion leading, the regi-
B nent crossed: the- creek oetwcon RINOUP and ETIENVILIE ab. 1000 hours, passing
jvtnr surh the 20th Division, The 325t 1der Ints 1;"bry vas of the left . and the-.
: 60th Inf'mtry, 9t Div:.smn, was onbhe right, :lncnuntc,rina hoavy pound,ln(, of
encny ﬂ,rtlllory, ‘the.. {Sd,mtt'ﬂ.lon turfed north to block REIOUR -enid 'orotect the
.;;nolth flank oi‘ ‘the Division. uhile tba-&th Divis sion. s*vont the better. paxt of the
day sciz:Ln{, the Yown., Eneny rog tmce was severe, ; Countor-attncks in. the eV
Ang’vere ropulsged wlth thie assis ’cmco of one . platoon of tanks from Company A,
74640 Tank Dattalion, The 8d. and 1s % 'at’c alions in that order, followed -the:
2d Battﬂllon ond. contlnued the attack to the west, reaching the oubgkirts.of
LA BOFWEVILLE.by 2200 hourse. fLfter. consolidatln;, positicng and reorg:mizmg,
all Dattalicns Prepared, to ccntinue the attack the next day - :

1B
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508th Parschute Infantry Regiment

The 1st Battalion moved from the vncin1 ty of COIGNY to nnsist the 2 Battelion
clear BIUPTE »t 0130 hours., The 34 Batte ;lion repellcd e sharp counts-attack at
0700 hours in the vicinity of HOTOT. The en neny attemnted to-break through the 34
Battalion po:itions cmein at 1005 hourg, hut the ottack Tailed after tho ensmy
sustzined Heavy, e= ou'ltlcs. The highway =nd pailroad bridzss southwest of, HOTOT
were blown by sttuchsd elements of the 307th Airborne Fusineer P,tt”llon morsd
from BoUPTE  to the nortnw.st at 103C and attacked PONT AUNY to dislodpe an enemy
concentration bulllin" ap in th.t srea. After o sharp fire fight the lst Bottoo
lion brok: coutuct at 1660 hours g aithdres toward BAUFTE HQ“Wblin in a2 re-
86TVE p051t10n in+'the vieinity of [FRACOUTIOT,. . The. du.‘dttvl1en 1sTt Company D &%
BmUPPE ALJ mcv\. “t 2300 houru o = pO:ltiOn in the Vicinitj of COI dY} )

K

amd uirbprnt Div1cion “rtillvry T J»-.,‘ .

The 310th Glider:b =14 urtill ~y Egﬁta;ién-rcmuined in dircet support of tha
508th Purschute Infantry and fire 600 rounoé angainst snemy builldups in the HOTOT
.arga,  The 320%h Glider and 456tk P'racJutu Tield Lrtillery Battalions .ore pleeed
in direct support of the at tﬂcnihg 25¢h “lider and, 507tk Parackate IrTantry Regl-
ments, respoctively. The 188th Fiold Artillsry Fottalion was in dirset. support.
More thzn 2,200 rounds weve firad in support of the attack towsrd the woest. The
~8%th Armored Field artillery Ba tulion wes attuched to the Division st 0300 hours
_and moved ip ) pOolthU nerdi of HITENVILLA :

-EOth sirborna nnti ircr‘ft Buttlien’

Batterles 4 and,w rom41nod ‘attachsd: to the 50bth Pwr>cbut0 Infant rv stiunnt.
Battery C was uttached te the 507th Parnchute Infantry.-. The rem:inder of tk Bt~
talion remaired in ressive. R , v ‘

207th Airborne Engineer Bﬁttmiion

One plﬁtoor of Gompﬂny B, was sttached to the 508th Parachuts Infantry and
blew the culvhrt and the railroad bridge southwest of HOTOT::t 1800 honrfs. The
bridge ot CRILMVILLE was blown bV 50&th Parachute Infantny,. .xhn Flstoon rﬁv rad
to. Comparny’ control. : t 2300 hours. Cémprny A comtinusd to.vrovid \curltv for
briirss et BEUZIVILLY Ln BASTILLE and performed recoﬁnoiﬁsaac\ work alons the-
508th Barnc ute fnd 30 tn Glider Inrqrtry Trontss o

}'QttqchLd Trong'

Comp ny A, 74bth an} Battalion; sunpertsd the Division's atiack td the w st,
. with boe. plstoon cach sttached to the 325th .Glider -nd 507tk Parscoute Infantry
Regimsnts,  Tnnks wors withdrawn' #t nightfall into an assenbly ares north of
FIC.UVILLZ, - ' ' '

Ro; upoly

Pour 7omm paek how1tz*rs wers Clown by. . C—tﬁ $0 3T, MERE IGLISH

B3

S 73 .¢~ LD FLUC 9 -- 15 anz'lgwx

Thu Div131on contlnu d the hr ’TOV—thh”d ,ro~ oo ut shortl" after.
ni-htfall 14 bseame apparent thﬂt,thp-e;uatJOL the -{g‘veiq ahce ykst_o& the
DOUVE River had b - brokoens m?’ 503th Parachute Inrthr' relicved the 507th

Paruchute. Inf4htry affer o strong enemy countorattack in the flank, supportoed by
tanks, halted the 507tk advalCe. mhr Division Couaﬂnd‘Eost moved tp cogriinntes
:@)u934‘w0 t-of ATTE 51Luj. , e
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525th Glider Infantry Regiment

In the order lst, 24 and 24 Battalions,: the reziment sttacked at 0500 hours
and reached the creel southwest of Li BONNZVILLE by 0810 hours, meeting only
modarate rusistdncn Tanks from Company 4, 746th Tank Battalion, supported the
attﬂo’ﬂ : _ , ;

505th Parachute Infuﬁtry R@giment

‘The reﬁimont attacksd to the west passing through thL 507th Parachute In~
fantry in the lattoer's zone at 1500. Battnr; C, &53th Alrborne Artinircraft Bat-
talion ~nd one Platoon -of Comp ny.4, 746th Tank Battalion, were attached. Lodo-
rately strong cnemy oprosition nag encountered and by nizhtfall the rogiment hed o
advanced to the cresk lins north of CROSVIILE (228918), Company I, suarding the
bridgze at BTIENVILLE, was rslisved by ths 507th Purachute Infantry Anﬁ raverted to
rcgim“nt 1 control. ~

.B07th quuchutc Infantrj Regiment -

The regiment attucked at 0500 hours and zdvanced 600 yar(b moeting little
opposition up to 0630 hours. One Plstocn of Com peny A, 746th T“n}'BatbﬂllOﬁ
moved up to forward pOolthnS at 0615 to support the ruglmente 4 he: AVY. countﬂr—
attzek supported bv tanks laupchco by the enemy =t CI3C hours from the rish
flank, halted thz advance of the resimont, Fowsver, the 507th, recoverins from
the heavy usrtillsry and mortar firs, sjscted th\'un,mj foreca wnlcb had pennt¢at s}
1ts lines snd roestablishediits front by 1500 hours, it which time the 505th Para-

chute Inf*ntry passed tirough the 507th. The rediment . then asscmbl”d, moved to
I“TIEI‘T’VILL i, and later erossed the DOUVE River into the CREITEVILLE - BAUPTE arua
prepzratory to rolieving the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, Compqny r“11°~
ved Comwcny I, 505th Purachutu Infe ntry, at the briu, ot ETIENVILLE,

i

508th vafchut Inf;ntrv Rsrimont

The regiment continusd active defanse of the CRE.TAVILLE - BLUPTE sector, re-
pulsing uvnemy ottompts to breuk throush din vicinity of hOTOT and ﬂuUFTﬁ. The 24
Battalion relisved the 3d Bottalion near PONT LUNY., The 34 B»tt zlion sgscmbled

and moved north of the DOUVE River into Ulv181on ruoﬂvvp onc-half pmile west of °*
LA BOHNZVILLE, The remaindsr of the ziment prepared to join the 34 Battalion
upon comnlutlon of reliaf by the 5‘7tb Eurzcuutc Infantry durings the nigl t of
15-16 Juns. -

824 ‘Lirborns Division Artillery

The 319tk Glider Field Artillery uwttillon rem)in 4 in position anA pr sparad
to’ supnort the 507th Pzrachute Inilntry Povinr into the BEUZAVILLE L& Ba3TILLT
Bridzshsad. The 456tk ijpchutu Fizld irtillers Pattalion changed to support the
505th Parachute Infantry when the latter ralisved the B507%r, =°nd with the 320th
Glider Ficld artillsry Battalion displ=esd to positions foLtI end wost of RTTiIN-
VILLZ. Division srtillery, with the 87th Armored Fi%lA irtillery Battalion
(105mm hewitzers) and th6~186tﬂ Fizld Lrtillery Battolion (155mm howitzors), in
general suvport of the Division's attack. to ths west, fircd moro: than 4,800 rounds
in 211 types of missions. Compeny B, &7th Chs lesl uoxtwr Battalion (».B_inch
mortari-z) wag attached in ths vmlmw of MIIENVILLE at 1130 hours, - :

g0th uirbornu untidircrgxt Bc*t »lion

B(tterj Ah-was rélisved frem “ftﬁcuunnt to the 508th FParactute Infuntry. Bat-
,1165 B'end C were JttﬂCﬂoﬂ to the 507th ?pd 508th Parachute Infantry Regiments,
‘respactively. 3 : - . ’ .
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Attached Troops -

In the attack %o the west tho follow1v~ troans were wttachcd to the Div—~
ision and assisted Watgrlally in “the accOﬂ)liShﬂLnt of the miasion;

: Company 4, 746th Tark Battalion. (One platdon wns .ot tached .to the G25th
Blider Infantry Roginént. and cne was attached first-to. the 507th and later to
- ‘the 505th Pdrachute Inf nbry. .

-
-

Troop B, 4th Gwvulry Recrnnnlssanco Squadron

87th Armored Field Art1llery Sabtalien:

168th Field Artillery - attq7ion~. . ’

Company C, 899th Tuank Destrsyer 3attmllon (In Division reserve)

Conrany Tiy 87th Chemical lortar. 3axta11(n (Attached to Division- Artlllery)

D PLUS 1O —— 16" JUNE 1944

The' Dnv1sion, attacking to. the west: snd- nrﬂtectinr tne southern flank of
VII Corps: during the Forp's- cpor;tl ‘ns to seize CHERD OURG, forged ahead ngainst
.the German 77th Infantry Division.. Thc Divisisn routed the eneny An its sector
drove across the DOUVE River and eotablisbed a:firm: brld;chead around ST i
VSAUVEUR LB VIGOMTm. : - :

Tae ordnrs from: Corps were. to "seize thebliné*of'thé TOUVE and prepare to
continue the attack to the westh, however, upon arriwving . on the east baindk of -
the DOUVE it was quite obvious that the German forces were in a state of con-
plete confusinn, The Division Commander immediately chuested Cerps for author
ity to cross, btut beeausé of difficulties in ccmnunlcatlon, en irmedioatce answer
was not.obtained. ' Seizing the initiative, aftor persennal reconnaissance,
General RIDGWAY ordered: the.2d Jattalien, .505th Parachute Infantry to cross-
w1thout delay. DIy the tine clearance had been obtanined from €orps two Batta~
lions'hsd erossed the river and had established a secure bridgchead for further
operntions. '

‘In three days of fierce hedgerow-to —hedgerow fighting the Division pushed
the enony steadily westwdirds and- ﬂqde it possible for the 9th Infantry Div131on
to .drive Yo the sea and cubt the CHEERBOURG Peninsula in two. A forward Divisien
gomnehd Poet: was: establlshed in-a chateau just cast of ST. SAUVEUR L¥ VICOMTE
and the DOUVE River. A now Force "A" was formed to include the 305th and B508th

:Paracbuto Infantry e iments und estaalished 1ts neadquarters in.-87T, SAUVEUW LE
- VICOLTIR, - . R . . , . . Jeoe Cee

’Bzoth “lldor In antry Refimont L "'A"Q o .:?fg ;‘

Thc ézoth continued the atuack and reached 1ts nsslﬁncd obJoctlves on the
east bank of the DOUVE River ov»rlookinﬁ ST. SAUVEUR Li& VICOMTE at 0950 hours,
The resiment consolidnted positions and patrolled ag@ressively. across the DOUVE

River, ,

505th‘Parachute In{gntry Reﬁiment
The regiment econtinued to attack to: the west nnd roqchod 1ts ObJthlVGS on

hish ground cast of the MUTE River, overlcrklng ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOhTE. by 113C
hours., Finding the eneny in a hish state of confusicn, -the 24 Battalion crossed
the river and seized ST, SAUVIUR LE VICOMTE:. The lst Battalicn followed and
pressed on to secure an area 2,000 yards in depth, The 3& Dattalion was reliev—
ed by the 34 Dattalion, 508tk Paraéhute Infantry at 1540 of its nission to pre~
tect the right flank of the Divisicn. . This 3nttalion then erossed the river and
attacked tothc horth 5t ST, SAUVEURL LE VICOMTH to seize and hold the erossroads
at 109958, DTy 2230 the oridbchoad was sccure and anprcximuteLy 2,000 "o 3,000

ards 1n deptn.

'—~la.-
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507th ;Parachute Infantry Regiment

Tho reginont conpleted Ie‘iﬁﬁfof the 508th Pnrachute Infantry at 0415 in
the CRETTEVILLE ~ JAUESE area, The 2d 3Jattalion tock up positions between
BAUPTE and COYIGNY, and %the 34 Dattalion dofended a line from (OLGNY to FRANCE~
QUEIGT,  The lst.Batialion was-in reserve-in. FRANCEQUEION. . The entire area
wasg subgected to lmdv'y onemy arbillery and mortar fire. - ' . PR

508th Paro.chute Inf-mt;y Repinnnt ‘

: . Aftor rel* ef by rhe 507 th .P‘ arhute Infantry.. the reginent closed into
‘resorve posikions nor abwesﬁ., of WIBAVINLE at 0900 hours.. -The -3¢ Battalion-re~
lievod- the 34 Dattalion, -BO5th Paraclmtie Infantry. in the viclaity of . (ROSVILLE
with the niseion cof prctec,..mg, the Divisionts acrth flank. The. lst and 24

. Dattalicns moved inte positisn novéh of RAUVIILE and at 2200 hours moved into
‘the ST, SAUVEUR LE: ViCOMYE 3m dgohend nad tock up positisng scuth cf the town
and a.lonh the sT, SAUV“‘U? L3 VlOOMT - L4 HLYE DU PUITS Highway.

824 Airborn.p Divigion Artillery

Until troops’ crossed: the DOU'\CB iver fircs wero massod on rﬂuted. enomy
colunns and sonvoys in. and arcund $T, SAUVEUR LE VI COMTE. All battzlions ex-
cept the 319th Glider Field Artiilery Iattalion in the CRETTEVILLE - JAUPTE
scotor displaced forward. 4t 1830 hours the 172a Fleld Artilléry 3attelion -
(4.5 inch guns) was attached and went into position imnodiately to the east of
ST. SAINEUR L® VICOHTE. A,r 1llerv li(.ison planes arrived from base in ..mG-Lj ’D4

[

80th Alrborne gntiaircraft jattallnn

.)mtt ery A remained mnmeam 3att ery 3 was wttached to the 507th ?araf- ‘
chute’ Infantry, ond 3attewry C supported the attack of the 505th Parachute In-
fantry. Thc renainder of ‘tho _Jattallon was in reserve,

+

507*»1’1 ;;irborne En; -ineor .Jattallon EEEIE

Tha attdlion contir\ued ex‘oensive reconnﬂissa.nce of the ]I)UV~1 River and
. supporhed. the att«acl' ag,ainst S‘l‘. SAUVL'UR LE VIGOIJT" SR

Att ached Tro op g

Conp-my A, 7ﬂ6th Ta.nk .mttal:.on, aupported. the attack of the Division;. a.t-
ta chinb one platoon. to: each of thie two. assault resinents.. - Tanks crossed tho
‘TOUVE River into the ST. SAUVEUR LE VI CCMTE dridgehead. One platoon from Qon-~
pany Oy 899th Tank Destroyer Jattalion, was attached to the 34 : Jattalion, 508t
Parachute Infantiry and another to the 505th Parachute Infantry, Company B, 87
th Chenmical ‘Mortar 3attaliony whs rellieved from support of tho 325th Glider
‘Infantry-and was plnced in support of-the 505th Parachu'ca Infantry; It re-
rmincd, hcwevery attached to -Divisicn drtillory. - . e

D PLUS 1% A.L\TD 12. o= 17-18 J UlTE 1944

During this period the. D:wision secured tho bridi-,ehead at ST, SAUVEUR. IE .
VICONTE, rocrganized and nrepared to attack :south, of ETIENVILLE. to exbend its
southern boundary, - The 9th Infontry Division passed throuzh the brldl,choad
and &ttg ckcd. to. the west coast of tho penlnsula.. :

325’oh Glidor Inf'xntrv Remment

~ The, re{,iﬁent moved. to an assenbly arca.scutheast of E"‘IEE\TVILLE on 17 Ju:ne
and nade plans to cross the' IDtTV*‘ ‘River ‘south of ETIE.‘VILL_J. ,

e 19 e
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505th Purachuts Infantry Regimant

The 505tk cleared tihe ST.- .UVﬂUR L3 VICOMTE Bridgsheazd to a aépth of 3,000
yards of w1l enomy pockets of rasistance, consolis-ted defensive pesitions north
and west of ST, S.UVEUR L% VICO iTE, and =ffocted passngs of the 17th Infantry, 9th
Infantry Division, through its lines to continue ths sttock to the west, 'Tdu
regiment potrolled extensively, restsd and r°ov~1ri zad,

507th Persgchute Infantry Regimont

The regiment continued to hiold aafansive positions in ths CRELT VILLE~R . UFTR
“ares and putrolled citensively concentrating 1lts offorts zlong the wostern front.
Centnct wos maintained with adizceant units.

Soattharnchute Infantry R@gim;n§'

The lst snd Bd Battalions. clenved the Lrid: ehesa all snemy reslstance
south =nd wost of 3T, 3.UVIUL LE VICO:TE. Company € estoblisbhied a road block and
blew the bri1pp on tJo ST SAUVEUR L7 VICOMT!D - L. HoVE DU FUITS Highway. =croqs
the PRAIRIES M.REC LCEUSE3.  Compnny o reinforced Compuny € on 18 June, The
Battalion remained in wosition protoctine ths nosth”tlark of tha Division untll
18 June wren it moved to the b.nk of the DOUVE River wost of ATIENVILLE, .

824 iirborne Division Artiil*rv

" The 456th Paru chuto Fio lJ srbillery Bottq llon, relnFOrcnc hy the 1724 Fiold
wrtillery Battalion, ‘continued to quplort the 505%h =nd 508th. Parachuts Infantry
Regiments in the ST, SLUVEUR La VICOMIT Pridgchead. The remainder of Division
4rtillery, less the 319th Olider Bi'ld artiilery Buattalion which supported the
5G7%h Parsc ute Infantry in the CREITEVILLY - BAUPTE area, moved back into,posl-
tinn nortu of RTTENVI: La,gnd mxde prepersztions to suplort the =ttack soutm of
ETTIENVILLE across th@ DOUVE . Rivar.

-

£0th Alrbtorne Autl”ircr‘it Da ttwlicn

_ Bﬁtt ery A was attacehed: to the 34 Batts 71on 508th P -rachute Inl‘ntry, qnﬁ
Battery D (450 ealibsr MG) moved into position protscting the bridze at :T. P
VEUR LE VICGOLTE, Battery B male prépar-tions to support the nitnek of the Divi-
sien south of EITHWNVILLL across the DOU‘i River. -

507th Alrborne Engihcnr By tLAlloq

. Comp ny A procured river cro sxng:m t°ri 1 end prapared te assist the cross-
ing of the DOUVE River south of ETIHIVILLE., The Buttalion continued $o recone
noiter the DOUVE River. v ‘ '

Attacked Troops

Tanks of Company &, 746th Tank Battslion, and armorsi cars of Company C,
899th Tank Destroyer fattalion, moved inte rsserve positions and preparsd to re-
vort to parent units. Troop B, 4th Cavalry Reconnzissance Squadron, patrolilsd
extensively to the west and north and south, reporting valuable information on
eneay movements and dispositicns. : T

Rasuggl

" The last air resupply mic siOn WS flowv on 18 June when 5,000 Gammon Grenad
were landed by C-47 ot STE. ME-E HGLIEL. '
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D PLUéaQELJIHuJ 1944

The Division crogssd the DOUVE River south of ETIENVILLE and sstablished a
firm bridgchead eatrpuln" south to PRETOTs Contact was made with the troops in
the CRETTEVILLE - BAUPTE area and the sentirs Division aren south of the DOUVE
wag cleared of enamy, The 90th‘In13ntry Division rolinvsd ths 824 of the respon-
sibility of suarding ST. SAUVEUR LG VICONT%. The Division wus attached to VIII
Corps which had the mission of protecting the south flank of VII Corps in the VII
qups assault to the'north on CHERIOURG. ) ‘

_ The 24 Battalion crossed tho DOUVE River southe st.of BTTENVILLE and west of
MONTESSY by assault boats at 2350 hours tho night of 18-19 Iunb, The crossing
was accomplished without incident. 4 feint by one squad Gistracted the encmy’s
attention to the arsa west -of *TI;NVIIlﬂo supported by en srtillery :barrage, the
lst Batt=lion, followed by thr B3 Battalion, crossad over an onginecr foot-bridaze
beginning at 0215 hours and attacked =inst liiht opposition %o the south to
join forces with the 24 Be t+1llor wiich was ettocking from the reor the enemy
force oafendlp “the lei”QhC”ﬂ 8 By 0730 hours ths 24 Rattalion had been
'p"°°“ﬂ through bj the "lst =nd uﬁ Battalions and tho regimont held an arca exten-
ding from LE HiU DI B.UT (242920) =long the adze of the BOIS DE LIMORS, thance
north of L& DANGUERIT TO VINDEFONT INE. he 5d Battelion, 503%t1 Parachute In-
fantry, was.attached tc the 325th and crossad at the same point as the 24 Batta®
lion., It attacked on the regiment's left flwnk to pras through the lst Battalion
507th Farachute Infantry, .in VINDEFONILINE and to soize TRETOT. Enemy rssistance
. increasad but the repiment finally broks through and extendsd its lines securely
to a depth of 3,000 yards south of the DOUVE River by 2000 hours. The engincers
complated a bridgu south of ETIENVILLE by 1730, pcrmltting supporting artillary
and vehicles to join the rbalment""‘”‘ ’ ' :

505th Paiachute Infantry Remimant

Late in the evening the regiment moved by truck from the ST..SAUVEUR LE
VICCMTE nf&a to zn assembly area south of LES BOITIHS &N R ULTOILS (269920) in

the briijgehesd estsblished during tnL day by the 32b6th Glider InLJntry.
507tk rachute Infantry Repiment = ’ )

The lst Buttalion attacked across the bridge wost of CHATTEVILIL at 0015
hours to seilze VINDIFONT.INE in conjunction with the attack by the 325th Glider
Infantry to esteblish a bridgehend south of LTIJNVIIHM. After bltter fighting
and considarnble sniping tbhe Battzlion resched its objective by 0740 hours and
spent the reraindsr of the dav clo aring ths town of snipers =nd pockets of snemy
resistance, 4t 1405 hours the 34 Ba ttglwon, 508th Parachute Iniahtrj, passed
throush the 3¢ Battalion linss., The remcinder of tho 507tk stayod in position in
the CRETTEVILLE - BLUPTE. ssctor,

508%h Parachuée'ﬁnfaniry Repiment
The regiment was relieveﬂ of responsibility of ruording the ST, 3AUVEDT LE
VICOMTE nrea at 1440 2nd assembled prior to movins to joirn the romeindsr of the

" DOUVE River in Habﬂult boats southeast of ETIERVILLE ard wost of MONTESSY =2t
280915 at 0700 hours, The crossing was made without incident and tho bettalion
proczedced s0uth, moesting incereasging resistances - A4t 1405 hours this battalion |
passed throush the 507th Parachute Infantry positions nt VINDEFONT.INE and- pushed
on to the outskirts of PRETOT. Here an enemy strong point h:ld up the advance
temporarily.

-8 -
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824 Airborne Divigicn Art11le

. The 320th Glider, 87th irncred and 188th Field Artillery gattallons, sup—~
‘ported the attack of the 325th (ider Infantry and crossed the river into the
bridsehead area during the late afternoen ané night, The 1724 Fiald Artillery
Zattalion was rolleved fron Attachment to tnc Div1s1on. The 319th Glider Fiel
4rtillery 3attalion moved into the: bridgchead area and was placed in direct
support of the 325th Glider Infontry. The 320th Glider Field artillery Batta-
lion was placed in direct support of-the 505th Parachute Iafantry.

60th Airborne fntinireraft Jattalion

_ Sattery suppcrtcd the attack of the 1st Battalion, 507th Parachute In-
fantry. Two 57mnm guns were ferried across the river with the 24 Jattalion,
325th Glidgr Infaniry, Ab least threc cneny light tnhks were knocked ocub in
- the action in the bridgehend. 3Battery G crossed into ‘the bridgehsad late in
the afternoon, Iatteries D nnd 5 went into positlmn to porv1do antiaircraft
prntectlﬁn to- tnc uTIuPVLJLE r1d TS

-

307th Airborne mnfineer JQttﬁliﬁn

Company A used 25 assault boats teo . ferry attacking trodps across the DOUV
-River southeast of BTIEWVIILE sud wvest of MONTESSY at 2060915, Company 3 ercct
ed fuotbrld ses at ETIENVILLE and VIEDEFOWTAINE for the infantry and later,
under eneny sh wollfire, erccted n vehicular bridge at VIFDEFCITAINE by 0100
hours and a class 40 bridge by 2210 hours., Aissistance was given to Corps
‘ensineers in Tepairing the bridge and causewny sruth.of FTIFVILLE,

Attached Tr0ﬂns

i

Corpany C, 899th Tarl Destroyer Dattalion, was relieved from attachnent
to the Division at 1400 hours, and Company Ay 607 Tank Destroper Zattalion
was attached at 1800 hours. Onimany 3, 87th Cherical Mortar Battalion, sup- =
ported the Z25th Glicder Infantry frrm positions in the vicinity of the 24
Battalion crossing, Coupany A, 746%th Tank Sattalion, was attached to the 325
th Glider. Infantry., - Troom 3, 4th Cavwlry Recennalssance Qquﬁdrop, continued
pwtrullln activities, Tie 87th Arucred and 185th Field Artillery Dattalions
renained ubtacleq to the Division, but tne 17 d Fleld Artillery Battalion was
relieved at 1100 hours,. o :

D PLUS 14 - 20 JUNE 1944

The Division Conmand Post noved south of T‘TI ENVILLE and south of the
DOUVE River and was ostablished at coordinates 265912, T :

Z25%h Galaer Iniantry ?orlﬂpﬂ*'

The reg 1nent consolidated positicns, stfnngthencd the defenses of the
bridschend and patrelled inte eneny lines,

05th Parachute Infantry Resinent

" The.3d Iattalion nmoved into the JHOIS D3I LIMOLS and cccupied nmositions
along the western edge after encountering rnly slicht eneny opposition ine.
- 1%ially. Later it came under intoense mortar and-artillery fire, - The rest
~of the reginent remained in an assenbly arca scuth of LES MCITIZRS EN LAUPTOI
havin; closed into the aren at 01Z0 hours,

' .567th Parachuto Infantry'ieaimeht

. $“e lst »qttalion renained in positien arcund VIFDEFOUTAINE until 2330
hours, uﬂeﬂ 1t relloved the 34 ~attaliﬁn. Othcr elcnents of the reginment re-

...gz~
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relned in the GR.&;TTT‘VILIIF‘ - BAUPTE sector, preparing to be relieved by the 90th -
Infantry Division,

' $o8 QQPnrachute Infantry Peflnent

Tho fogiment was paaqad Lhrou{,h ’by 90'cn Infantry Division troons west of
ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTH and moved ;muth of the IWUVE River, closing into an as-
sembly aroa southwcsb of-LES HOITIBRS TITABAURTOIS. by 1330 hourss The 3d Batta-
lion launched a detex mmed attack. a(,mnst P3EIQT at 0600 hours and seized the
town and took wp- defénsive positions after g sharp, short battle.'. The Battalion
was- subjected to heavy artillery, and nortar shelling throuwghout - the day. . &t 1600
hoursg the .Jatt-wlion noved o posﬂ;mns west of PREIOT and wos relieved in place
at 2330 hours.by the lSu .Battallon, 507th Paracbute Infantry. ’

2 PLUS 15 TQ j§ PLUS 2&-« ?l 20 TUW‘ 19—.:4

During, this periocl, which was: narked. by sharp local ﬂcticms, the Divismn
socured ‘ond held its ‘area with a front generally that of D plus 14, An ViII
Corps attack had been planned for late on B2 -June in which the Division ‘was to
selze the high around ovo;looklng L. HAYE DU PUITS while the 90th Infantry Divi-
' slony thrusting from JDboth flanks, would pinch.the Division out and seizc the

town. Thig a%tack was posuponed watil 3 July because of a wery’ severe storn in
the English’ Channel which- interrupted lines of communication and supply ond neces-
sitated restrictlon of ammunition and trdnance lines. The First U, §, Army placed
priority on its attack to seizé ‘the vital port of CHEBBOURG, which fell %o VII
Corps on .26 Junae, Meanwh:.lo, the Dlv:l.sion roorganizod, regrouped and pwtrollod
a.a:ressively and- extonsivelys On 26 Ju.ne the Divielon ‘participated in a sinulnt-
ed Corps att(.ck, firing nll possible’ wca*)ons betwepn 0730 and 0800(\ '

825th @4dor Infantry Re,niL ent

. ‘l’hc 2a Battalmn waAS relievcd on 24 June by 3d Battalion, 508‘oh P:xracnute
Infanury, and tho rogiiient then: held a line Letween the 508th Parachuto Infontry
on tho right uncl tho 807th Parachute Infantry on the lefte.. ' The lst .)atta,lion wa.s
on. the right of the reginontl sector; 24 Batt alion on the left ‘and 3d Battalion
in rescrve, Dur"nb the entire period the rogiment Temained in posit:.on, pg.trolled
extcns:.vely and made preparations fmr pttack to thoe wests:

bo5th Pg,rachute Infantry Re*‘. ent

The Sd. Battalion remained in. posttion in the western sector of the DOIS D2
LIMO'?S until relieved by lst Battalion on 22 dune. The 24 Battalion took over de~
fense of .tho sastern sector at the aame tine, 'On 26 June the 3d Jattalion relie-
ved 24 Dnttallon, and, in’ -tirn, the Sd Batt alion vas rolieved by the lst Battalion
508th Parachute. Infantry; attachod. on’ 29 Juie, During the entlire periocd it oo-
cuplcd tho 30IS IE LIMORS the rogiuent suffored. lossas fron heavy eneriy rortar
and artillerv conucntr wtions. ~Extensive patrolling was carried out,. contact with
adjacent units was established f:.rnly.‘ and firing was held %o a dinimu in order
that frlendly posztions would not’ bc discloscdo

507th 1>~rachate Inf'mtry Re;,imont

. Th(, 1st .uo.ttalion renained. in position on tho high ground west of PRETOT,
The 2d-and 3d Battalions in the CREITEVILLE —~ BAUPTE sector were relieved by the
359th’ Inf: mtry 90th Infantry Divislon; at 240130 Juhc and noved-into reserve
posliiong chl'im, up’ the lst’ 3attéion to tho nrrth of PRITOT, The 2d Battalion
relieved the -3d Dattalion, 50Gth Pﬁrachute Infantry, in the latteris sector on
30 Juie and became attached to the 506th Parachiute Infantry. - During the entire
.period tho roginent patrolled a,c,gres:sn:ely into eneny Tines. .

= 23 -.:-"
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508th Parachute Infantry neQimnnt

NP

‘The 1st Eattalion ocecupied defensive positions northaast of VINDEFONT.AINE
on 22 Junc uand remaincd there until relieved by the 507tk Parzchute Infantry on
24 June. On the same day thede Bett licen relieved the 28 Battalion, 525th
Glider Infantry southeast of the BOIS D4 LILOR3 and estublishcd contact with ths
585th Parachute Infantry on the right and 325tk Glider Infantry on the laflt,.

The 2 Battalion movesd into reizerve positions behind the 3¢ Battalion, «hd the

18t Battulion took up positiéns beohind the 33 Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry.
The 1lst Buttalion took up positions. in the roar of the 2d.  On 29 June Thd lst
Bauttalion reli=ved the 34 Bsttalion. 505th Parachute Infantry and becams attached
to the 505th. The 34 Battalion wsas relieved by the 24 Zattslion, 3507th Parachute
Infantry, wbi 4, »nd movesd into the lst Battealion's former position on 30
July. The regiment patrolled metively aleng the front during the sntire period.

§24 Airborne Division‘Artiller*

The $19th Gllubr FieldArtillery Dettalion was in direct support of the
507thL Parcchute luiantrv, 320th Glider Field Artillery Buttzlion in direct sup-
port of the 325th Giider Infantry, 456th P*ruchute‘Ficld Artilliery Buttulion in
direct support of the SOoth and 538th Parzchute Infantry Regi ents. The 37th
Armcred and 188th Tiald Artillerv'PMt+al’ons, attached, were in senesral support.
The 319th Gli.er Fileld Artislery Battelion was placed in direct support of th
508th Parachute Iniwntry on 24 June and the 45¢th Parachute Field Artillery Ba t—
talion was placed in direct support of the 305%h }ar;chuto Infantry. During the
renalndsr of the period support missions of the battallons xere not changed and
Division Artillery continusd to hurasg and intsrdiet enemy troops and lines of
communication,

80th Airborhe Auti.lreraft Boitalion

B;ttery A w.g placed in support of the 505tk Purachute lifantry. Buttsry B
supportad. the 3507th Parachuts Iﬁf«atry,unu Buwbery C supported the 508th Para-
!chutb Infantrj. - The swechine un batterie 3 D B, and T, provided antiaircraft
protnctlon foL the ATIENVILLE and VINDIFCITAING Bridges.

307th Airborne Fn.incer Buitalion

Tue Buitualion durin. this period built roads tirough the BOIS DE LIMORS,
checikzd the Division 'area for mines and booby trdps, operated water poilnts, made
ground engirecr reconnalsssnce, and screened the LTIENVILLE - 3T. TCRES Road to
guard against observation from Eill 131 (1¢5875). The bridsmes at TTITNVILLE and
VINDUFONTAING were suarded by souadd from Compuiny Al

Attached Tr;qps-h

The 87th Anwcred 'an- 188th Fivld Arti ]l(ry Battalions remained attached to
Division aAirtillsry.. Troop B, 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance S-uuarcn, was rellaved
from attached to the Division at 231435 Junz, Compsny 4, 746th Thux Botislion,
was relieved from attachment on 2l -June. Th2 ouvist Taox Doatroyer Buitalion was
attached on 30 Juino, and Cowpsnay 4, 607th Ta.k Destro, er Drita. ion, remained at-
tached during the perisd, Cou,,n/ B, . v7t" ChemlcPl Mortar B.ttalion, was relieved
in the carly part of the purlod.. : '

D _PLUS 25 TO D PLUS G == 1-2 JULY 13944

The Divisien contlnuvﬁ to maintain p051t13ns in the ETIBNVILLE Bridgeheead
with a fron gene. ally aleng the line as of D pius '14. Prsperations were comple-
ted, rcorganization affected, znd new troops attacked for the attack to the west
on é July. The Division wus 11rmlv in contaet with the 79 9th Tufuntry Division on
the rizht and thet 90th Ionf«ully Div;31on on the left. An wiv.ice Divisici Cormand

N -
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"Post was opened at 260895 at 028330 heurs.,

ézsth Glider Iniqptry Qe;aaent

The reginment-.continued to, hold"posltlons southweqt of 14 BRAJGUW?I? '
(207875), maintalning contact: ‘with the 508th Parachute Infantry on the right and
-507th Parachute Infaniry on the lett. The 1lst “attalion remalned on the right,
2nd Battalion on the left and 34 Battalion.in reserve. : -

505th Parachute Infonbry Reeiment -

The regiment centinued to hold positions in the BOIS I LIMORS, with the
1st Dabtalion,; B508th Parachute Infantry, attached, on-the left, the lst 3atta-
lion on the right, :Patrolllnb ¢ontinued.. Contact was maintained. with the 79th
Infantry Div1v10n on the right qnd the B08th Parachute Infantry on, -the left.i

§507th Paraphutc Zgﬁgptry Reflment

The rebimcnt continued £6 uold pOSition° in the viclnity of PRJIOT, naine :
“taining contact with the.90th Infantry Mvision on the left and the 325th Glider
Infantry on the right. The 1st Sattalion held front line positions with the 3d
Dattalion in reserve. The 2nd. Battalion remained attached to tho 508th Parachute
vInfantry..

82d A;rborne Dav1sion ﬁrtlllegy

Prepqratlons wers ndde to dlsplace and smpnort the attack of the Mvision -
Ton 3. Julys The-3L9th Glider Pield Artillery 3attalion remained in direct support
of the B508th Parachute Infantry, the 320th Glider Field Aritllery Battalion in
direct ‘supnort of the 326th Glider and 507th Parachute Infantry Regiments, the
.456th Parachute Fiold: Artillery Battallon. in ‘direct. supmort of the.505th Para~-
“chute Infantry. The 87th Armored-Field artiliery 3allalion, less Bqttery By
were.in gencral support. Company D, 86t%h. Chemical MHortar Battalien (4.2 inch
nortars), wns plqcod under Division Artillery control amd attachcd to .the B05th
“Pﬂrachute Infantyy 4% 011600 -July s

80th AMrborne Ahtlalrcr%ft Sattalion

, uattcries A und E were attached to thb bObth Parachute Infantry, Jattery 3
to_the 807th Parachute Infuntrv and : Jattery .C to the.SOOth Parachute .Infantry for
he 3- Ju.ly att ch. :

.307tA A;rbornc Enxinocr Battqllon-

Tvo pbztocns of Company A worc pttuchcd 40 the 325th Glider Infqntry. One
Squad of Company 5 wiag attoachod to the bo7th Parachute Tnfantry, and two squads
fron Company B werc -attached to- oach of the 505 and 508 Farachute Infantry Regi~
ments, Squads® of.Conpany A guarding the bridges at ETITMVILLE and VINDZFONTAINE
were reliéeved by Corps eéngincers on 2 July.

-Attached Troous

. : Company - A&, 712th Tank attalion, attached to. tne D1v1s10n 011150 July, moved
into the bridgehead nrea late on 2 July. - The lst Plntoon was attached to the
507th Parachute Infantry and the 2d Platoon to the 325th Glider Infantry. - The
801st Tank Destroyer Batialion was relioved from attachment on 1 July, and the-
8034 Tank Destroyer laktalion was attached on 010100 July. Company A, 607th Tonk
Destroyer Battolion, renained attached, Compsny Dy, 86th Chemical Mortar.Dattalion
wns attached at 011600 July, placed under control of 83nd Division Artillery and
1nt0r attached tp tie BOSth-Parachute Infantry, :

R 25:"‘
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D PLUS 27 -~ 3 JULY 1944

The,Division attacked debﬁnae heavy ngmnrfall at 0630 nours after'days of
walting, -reorgenization and preperation.. The Divigion!s mission was to -attack,
selze and secure Hills 131 (195875) and 95 (188855) and the high ground northeast
of LA HEYE DU PUITS known as the LA POTERIE RIDGE. Flanked by the 79th Infantry
Dividion on the right end the 90th Infantry Divisicn-on the left, the 82d was to
be pinched out of the VIII Corps attack end was to .assemble and awalt further
orders. The Division attacked according. to plan; with the 505th Parachute Infan-
try on the right, 508th Parachute Infaniry,in the- center and 325th Glider Infantry
on-the left, The 2d.Zattalion 507th Parachiite Infantry, initially covered a suall
draw between the 325th and 508+th. gtubborn resistance was offered initlally by
the 265th and 353d German Infantey Divisions reinforced by 08T Battalions., The
eneny had made good use of ‘the 11 day delay to.organize an -elaborate defemse.
However,. by aggressive action the Division moved ahead to. selze Hill 131 by noon
and to secure the eastern edge of the LA POTIRIE Ridge, exclusive of the town of
LA POTERIE (221857) by dark, Flghting was sharp and severe and eneny defensive
positions were heavily nined and booby trapped. Many casu gualties were inflicted .
on the cnemy, The. forward Division Coumand Post nmoved to AUVRAIRIE (209887).

325th Glider Infantrv ?eglmont

- With the 1st Battalion on the 1eft and the 24 Battalion om the rlght, the
reginent. jumped off at 0630 . hours, neetiny considerable small arms and mortar.
fire.  In the vieinity of L4 IRANGUSRIE. the 3d Battalion was. ‘cormitted tempora-
rily to close = gap that had develoned between the 24 and 1st Battalions at 1000
hours, The 90th Infantry Division on the left- flank wns held up, leaving the
Tlank exposed and under pressure, Ty 1600 hours the 326th had reached the town of
FTAUDEMER (240868), 4t 1550 hours the regimental objective was changed from Hill
95 to the eastern edge of the LA POTERIE Ridge to.include the town of LA POTERIE,
The 24 and lst attnlions continucd %o attack towards the town, but increasing

eneny opnosition prevonted the capture of ‘the town by nightfall, The 3d Battalion
~was. again placed in the line, and the reginent dub in preparatory to. a,ttaclrlnb
and s0121ng La POTERIE the followinb day, . y :

SObth Paruchute Infannrv Repiment

Tho remlment attackcd ut 0630 hcur« initial y with the lst and 24 Battalions
in column, the 2d Dattalion leading. Passing the ereek line at VARENGUEBEC, the
24 Battalion scized DUPINERIE Ridge (north of Hill 131) by 033Q hours and resuned
‘the attack at 1015 hours with the 1st Battalion abreast and on the right. These
" two battalions, by bold advences, soccured the north slope of Hill:13l ond the §7.
SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE —~ LA HAYE DU PUITS Highway by 1225 hours despite heavy encmy
artillery fire, nines, and booby trnps. The 34 Battalion followed. the’ assault
battalions to nop up by-passed pockets of resistance., The rogimental zone wns en-
larped at 1550 hours to include all of Hill 13l. Tke ¥4 Battélion moved into
position through the 2d and into the E08th Parachute Infantry's area-on the south-
ern slope of Hill 131, Thé reginent dug in by the end cf the day along a line
from LA SANGSURIERE south tc LES POULAND and then to a gunction with the 508th
Parachute Ianfantry at BMANCHELANDJ. Preparations were made to continus the attack
on 4 JulJ. ' ' ' :

-f507th Parﬂchute Infantry Reflant

. The 2d Baxtalion, under reginental control, attacked at 0630 hours, flanked
on -tho left. and right by the R 5th Glidor and 508th Parachute Infaritry Regiments,
respectlvely, ‘The Battalion cleéared. all, cnemJ from its area -and reached its ot
jective, LA FAUVEXIE (233869), by 1700. Prenarat:ons were then made to attack to
-the: south ‘the.noxt.day.  Other. -units of the regiment remained in Division reserve
south of VINDEFOWTAINE and prepared to follow the advance of the 325th Glider In
fantry on Division order, The re,unont noved to the vicinity of LA IRANGUERIE at

9-26 —a; e
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1650, The lst Dattalion followed and nalntaanu contact with the 325th Glider

Infantry, and the 34 Jzttdllon protected the Division left flank to the left relr
of the lst Battallon. WL

508th Parﬂchutc Infantry Re 1mont

' Wlth the 2d Bo ttallon on tne rlfht and ‘the 3d ?attallon on the left, the

eginent attacked at 0630 hours, pa351nb through the 1st Battalion's positionse
Tho high ground between VARENGUEDZC and LA DAUDERIE was secured by 0900 hours,
and the lst ZSattalion moved 1nto régerve in the vicinity of LA COTELLIRIE. The
24 Battalion reached the scuthern slops of Hi%kLi1l3L by 1145 hours and was Joined
by the 3d Battalion by 1600 hours. The regiment noved south at 2000 hours: to-o0c~
cupy a zone in the vicinity of 3L GHELANDU, dug in and prepared to attack south.
towards the LA POTERIE Ridge. Eneny opposition was noderate heavy during the
action, Extensive ninefields wore encountered. :

82d slrborne Div¥isgion Artillery

ALL pattalions fired a preparation tc precede the Division's attack, and dur-
ing the cntlre action the battalions fired harassing, interdiction and counter-
battery fires with telling effect despite inclenment wedther which precluded ac—
curate observation. ?econnal ssance was nade to displaeer battalions into more
favorable positions closer to the ddV1uclne infantry. A& total 7,727 roLids were
fired durin: the period.

Abt aiched %roops

One Flatoon of Company A, 712 h mnn: “attallon, supported the 325th Gllder
Infantry during its attack near LA DRANGUERIE and another Platoon supmorted the
24" Battalion,  507th Parachute Infantry in clearing 1b9»zoncland then went: into,ﬂ
positlons near LA FAUVRERIE connmanding obgeertlon of the LA POTERIR — PRETOT '
Highws At 1315 one Platocn of Company 4, 803d Tank Destroyer 3attaliony moved
to support the 2d Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry.  Company D, 86th Chemical
Mortar Dattalion, was relieved fron attachment:to the 505th Parachut e Infantry at
1920 hours nnd was attachcd to the 325th Glider Infqntry. :

D PLUS 28 - 4 JULY 19af
" The D1v131on resuied 1ts qttack at 0800 and by the end of the - ‘day had secmred
Hill 95 and the LA T OT“YLE Ridge against a determlned enery, Many severe counter—
attacks were driven back and any ground lost as a result of the counter thrusts
was retaken. lore than 500 enenJ killed qnd nere tban 700 taken prlsoner in the.
bltter figzhting. -

32 5th Glldbr Inflntxj chlnent

Tho lst wud 3d § attallﬂns resuned the attack against the town of LA POTERIE
at 0800 hours and secured it by 1800 ‘hours The 2d 3attalion remained in rescrve.
nfter pasgsing throug h La POTERIE the ruq1”0ut occupied defensive p051t10ns within

its .sector and established contnct with the 90th Infantry Div131on on the 824 Atr-
burne Division's left flank h

505th‘Parachute Infantry Regiment

The 1st and 3d Dattalions abttacked at 0800 to seize the northern slope of Eill
956 and gsecured this objective by 1150 hours, TFirm contact was made witi adjacent
unitse - Contact with the 3d Battalion, 314th Infantry, 79th_1nfantry Division, on
the rl”Ht, was ndde at 2100 hours. R v - ‘

507th quavhute Infantry Rohlrnnt

The 2d Battallon revertcd to re~1runtal control and roved ut noon to the

27 -
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breakthrough posttion in the .vicinity of DLANCHELAWD, The 3d Battalicn noved
into an agsaubly area north of La "POTERIE and- attaclfed at%B3015 hours through the
508th. Parachute Infantry to geize the western hill nass at 210850 on LA POTERIE
Ridge. The 34 Zattalion reached the hill and wag con's,ola.de.tinrD positions and -
establishing contact with adjacent units by 2400 hours. The 2d Jattalion attack-
ed at 2200 hours ‘between the .2d,and 3d Zattalions, 503th Parachute Infantry, and
pushed: up to tho. conter hill nass of LA POTZRIE Ridge dircctly east of Hill 95.
This 3attallon,cireled the hill in the’ darkness” a{gmnst considerable mall bo et
end artillery fire and prepared to séize it completely before daylight. - The lgt
Jattalion, neanwhile, remained in pésition to- the rear of the Saéth Gllder Infa.n-
try along the Divisicon's right flank.

568th Parachute Infantry Resdnont '

At 0800 the Reziment attacked scuth qgainst H1ll 95 and the LA POTERIE Rldpe.
The 24 Sattalion, pasdng through elemonts ¢f the 505th Parachute Infantry,
seizod Hill 95 at 1220. Ency rosistance was particularly strong and losses were
heavy on both sides. &n cncoy countorattack at 1400 hours - foroed tho. 24 Datitam
lion back but it retoolr the position by 2400 hours despite considerable artillery
and snall arns fire. The 3d ond lst Sattalions attacked at 0800 (nithe loft of
the reginentsl zone. Heavy concentrations of nortar, artillery and small arns
fire pinned the units down along the general line running due west from the town
of LA POTERIE and all attempts to reach the objective were repulsed during the
day. The 24 Battalion, 507th Parachute Infantr,,r, noved into position between the
24 and 3d Battalions and launched an attack against the 3d Battalion's objective
at 22C0, The 3d 3attalion, 507th, passed through elements of the lst and 3d .
Battalions in Y¥ts attack at 2015 hours cn the eastern edge and northern slopes of
IJA- ﬁO '?{IE —11(‘15 Co . .

82(1 A:Lrbfrne Divisn,un Artlllery

_ Rolnforcod by elght bnttnlions of VIIZ Gorps artlllery, the b«xt’c-wlions o:f.‘
Division Artillery fired numercus concentrations in support of the infantry ad-
"vanee and - succeedod. in breaking up eoneuy countcr-xttacks in the vieinity of Hill
95 and along the Li POTERIE Ridie,

Q;btachod 'Fro_ps

Gomgon,/ D, 86th Chenical Mortar Jattalion, was relioved fron attachriont to
:the Division at 2300 hourse Comvany 4, 607th Tank Destroyer Battalion, was re-
"lieved at 1115 hours. One pl'xtoop of tanks fron Company 4, 712th Tank Dattalion,
was rclieved. from the 325th Glider Infantry and supported the 50tth Parachute In-
fantry in rcpulsing counternttscks in that sector, Guns from the 8034 Tank Dog—
troyer-Zrttalhon were placed on the scuth slope of Hill 131 to maintain fire on
the woods soutn. and west of the 508th Parachute Infantry front, »

B PLUS 29 == 5 JULY 1944

‘ Tho Dlvismn seoured all of the area within its zone of action, nopgmng up
all romaining pockets of eneny resistance, consolidating defensive positions and
naintaining contact with the adjacent units in their advance to6 pinch off the
Division. Corps orders restrained the Division fron further advances. Dofonsive
positicns were cstoblished along the general line from- M1l 131 south along the
- 8T, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE. - Li HAYE DU PUITS Highway to the southern slopes of Hill
95 and thenee along the southcm slope of the Li POTERIE Ridge.

'SZo_th Glider Infantry Rezinent )

The ref‘ment cstablished a. dofonswe line on thc forw: er slopes of the LA
POTZIRIE Ridge with tho 34 3attalion, 807th Parachute Infantry, attached, on the
reainent's rignt fl'mk. Contact was nmaintained with the advancing 90th Infantry

- 28 -
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505th Parachuto Tnjantgiiﬁegiﬁbnt?'

Division on the left.

: The reginent naintained defensive noo*ﬁlonr on the reverse slope of Fill 95
and from that poiant north to the base of Hilil 18L. Contact was maintained with
the 79th Iafantry Division cn the right and the EO8th Parachute Infentery.

507th Parachutc Infantry Reginent

The 2d Sattalion cfntlnuod fighting to securo the westernnost hill of the
Ls POTERIE Ridge due esst from Fill 95, This ridge was under control at 0700
hours. During the renalﬂdcr of thv day this Dattalion knilled or destroyed all
eneny within its area, estnblishod contact with adjacent units and strensthened
positions., The 3d Battalioh sccured the easterncst hill of the LA TOERIE
Ridge and was attached to the 325th Glider Infantry after having established con~-
tact, The lst Sattalion revalned in reserve.

508th Parachube anf{ry Res lkCFt: S

'u

The 1st Battalion noved into reserve ﬂ031+i,ns in the vicinity of JL STCEE-
LANTE, The 2d Zattalion clﬂaled ereny fron the frrward slopes of Hill 131 and
.malntwlaed contact with the 305%th Parachute Infantry. "The 3d ﬁattallon, in the:
center of LA POTERIS Ridge, established defénsive positicns between the 2d 3at-
tallor, 507th, and the 3d Jattalion on H1ll 13l. The regiment sufiered from
enony concentrntlons of artillery fire. All eneny were cleared from the regimen—
tal sector. ' :

82d A¥rbrrne Division srtillery

All battalicons nssisted in breaking up eneny comnterattacks, particularlyim
the 8C7th Poarachute infantry area. The 456th Parachute Field Artillery Zottalion
qu ordered to reinferce fires.of the 319th Glider Field Artillery 3attalion which
was still in direct support of the 508th Parachute Infantry. Aanunition expended
dugln the daJ totalled 2,733 rounds.

[N

D rLUS 30 T D PLUS 3l ~ 67 JULY 1944

The Divigion malntglnod and strenhtkened delenswvo posltions, drove oub 111
attempts by the encmy to infiltrate patrols througn the secto »ry and naintained
contact with the 79th Infantry Division on the right and the Oth Infantry Divi-
sicn cn the left, The 24 )attallon. 325th (lider InfqntrJ, neved into p031t10n
betweon the 2d and 3d -attallfns, B07th quachute Infantry. The 505th Parachut e
Infantry sector was enlarged to include the eastern slopes of Hill 95, and, with
24 umutqllon, 508th Parachute Infantry, attached, cleared the area of Infiltra~
ting eneny patrols. 4t 070800 July the Division repr'uped its forces, - placing’
%256th Glider and 508th Paracpute Infantry Leylﬁepts in reserve and making 505th
and 507th Porachute Infontry Reginments responsible for the right ‘and left portion:
regpectively, cf the Dlv1elon's front lines,

' P_PIUS 32 TO D PLUS 85 —— G-11 JULY 1944

The Division reverted to Corps roéérﬁc and was relieved of all attachments.,
Tne gth Infantry Division ldsced tnrcu h the Division's poqltl ns to continue the
ttack to tihe south on O July, D plus 32, The D1v1slon ass Embled and on 11 JulJ
W1thdrow into First APy Treserve, It thoa noved ‘to, Utah Jeach prentratory to 1ts
repurn to hase camps in VNuLAhD.

Upon returning to base caimps tnb d1v1s10n iuwedl%tElJ uwgan an intensive
troining progron, The, d1v1s1on hnd 10t recclved relpforcoﬂcnts in France and the

Infantry losses were partlcularly heavy, cne crnoany coniing out of the lines with
a strcnptn of only sixteen officers and’ ¢nlisted men, :

- 29 -
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Refitting also oceoupied much of the tine; however, by nid-pugust this phose
had been nccomplished snd training doninated the nctivities, Ono phase of the
training includbd tosts to deternmine the possibilities of employing heavy bonbers
in air landing operations. DIoth the D~17 and 3-24 werc used in these tests.

Major Genpral MATTHEW O. RIDGWAY left the Divisicn to beecome Comnanding

General of XVIII Corps (Alrborne), and Jrigadier General JAMES M. GAVIF assuued
conrand of the 624 Airborne Division, T

As the nonth of August ended tho Division was moving to takeoff airfields in
the Jritish kidlands in preparation for a mission in TELGIWM that was cancelled
less than 24 hours pricr to scheduled takeoff time, The Division's next nmission
Logon 17 Yoptenmber when it junped and z,lldud. into the NIJMEGEN-GRAVE-GROBSOEEK
area of the NETHERLANDS.
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82D MREORVE DIVISION

ACTION IN NORMANDY, FRANOE

JWE - JULT 1944

SECTION IV -- /NNEXES.

1. Fersonol
gg Comménd and Stafi
b, Trcop List’

() Orpante
(2) attached

¢. Consolidated list of ilrcrafd,
Personnel and Vehieles of
Forcos "A",. "B" and "C".
4+ Cusuulties
(L) Casualties reculting from
Parachute drops and Blider
landinzs.
(2) Consolidated ecssuslty reports
by units. T
(3) inalysis ofc8fSdumrccanuhliiies, -
(4) Analysis of cwsualties by branch.
2e Alr Resupply
3. Air.Mdvement Table
A« Chart: Departurc Alrflelds
4s Drop cnd Landing Patterns
é. Parachute Brops
‘b, Glider Londings
5. Statistical Study of Clider Landings
6. Churt: D-Day to DAZ
7. Cbart: DZ3 %o D/ (MERDEIET River Crossing)
8, Chart: DA7 (CRETTEVILIZ-BAUFTE)
9. Chart: D/6 to DAL2 (ST. SAUVEUR LE VICONTE)
10. Chart: . D#13 to D18 (ETIENVILLE BRIDGEHEAD)

1l. Chart: D#25 %o D#33 (Hills 131 and 95 - LA
. , POTERIE RIDGE)
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ANVEX NO. 1 A TO

ACCOMIANY HI STORICAL
NARRATIVE FOR NORM.ANIW

OOMMAND iND ST.AF: DUNING THE 82D ATRBORNE DIVISION' ;
TERTIOIPATION 1¥ TH FORMNDY CADAIGH

Cormanding General ' Major General MATTHZY 3. R :DGWAY
Assistant Cormanding General Srigadier General JAlZS M. GAVIHW
Assistant Commanding General Brigndier General GZORGE P HOWELL
p \
€86 Glider Infantry Regiment Colonel HARRY L. LEWIS
504 Parachute Infantry Regiment Colonel RIUITN "{ TUCKER i
505 Parachute Infantry Regiment Colonel WILLIAM B, DEMAY

507 Parachute Infantry Regiment (Colonbl GEORGE V MTLL_JT ( septured by eneny c
' nr about 8 June 194
(Lleutenzmt Colonel ARTHUR ... MALONEY (From o/
8 Junc
- (Colonel EDSON D RAFF (*‘“om 15 June 1944)
508 Parachute Infantry Regiment Colonel ROY & LINDQUIST
82nd Airborne 'Division Artillery Colonel FRANCIS A, MARCH
319 Glider Ficld Artillery Jattalion Licutenent Colonel JAMBES ¢ TODD
320 Glider Fiold artillery Jattalior ILicutenant Colonel PLUL I WRIGHT
376 Parachute Field artillory }
Battalion Lieutenant Colonel WILIUR !l GRIFTITH
456 Parachute Field Artillery . ] :
‘ Sattalion Lieutenant Colonocl WAGHZIR \'. D'!'ALESSIO
80 Airbornc Antimircraft Dattalion Lieutenant Colonel RATHOKND us. SIVGLETON -
307 Airborne Enginceer Dattalion (Lieutenant Colonel ROTZRT ). PALMER (Captured

(Less C Company)* by enemy on or ubout 5 June 1944)
(Major ELVIH A. JEDELL (Frov 8 Juno 1944)
307 Airborne ledical Company (Mojor WILLIAM E. HOUSTCE (lilled 6 Junc L944)

(Major JERY J. DELDIN (Frox} 6 June 1944)
407 Airborne Quatermaster Company  Cnptsin SAVUEL H. HAYS
782 Alrborne Ordnance Maintenance:

Conpany . Captain JITF DAVIS, J'i.
82nd Airborno Division Headgunrters
‘ . Company Captain GEORGE J. GLuUSSZLT :
82d A,lrborne Slg;nal Conpany First Lieutenént ROZERT 3. NER.’B‘

824 Airbornc Reconnaissance Platoon First Lieuvtenant JOSEPE V. rDEMASI
824 Airbornc. Hilitary Police Platoon Mo JotFREDEE‘t-I-CI’ G. MC COLI UM
826, Parachutc Maintenance Company Coptain JAMZES E. JRIFFIIT
(Provisional) : S
e o STAFT. ‘
Chief .of "spaff_, - (Colonel RALZH P. EATON (:'njured in lider o
‘ ' 6 June 194 :)
(Golonel EDSOW D.-RAFF (Acting 8-15 J'une)
(Lieuton'mt Qolonel. RO3F'T H, VIZNECKE
. o (Actlm 15 Jine =11 July)-
..AG cf S, G=~1 ( Lleutcnant Golonel FRED RICK M. SCIELILHAM

- : WHITE 1 o7
488y &3 (Broubenant gofonel TN D AU
Lleutenfmt Ooloqcl w‘xL’"ﬂ’ 7, w ITON ctin
( 15-18 5 June, 5 §A1 e
(uieutenan‘o Colonel HEWZR E. qus (Aeting ]
S ' . June - 5 July)
AC 0f 8y G4 (Lieutmant Colonel DENNIE 4. ZI3W (Wounded 7
. June 1944)
(Lieutcnant Colonol FRAT W, HMOCRILAHE (From 7

N
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Inspector Gene.r ol
S8ignal 0fficer

Adjutant Goeneral
Judge Advocato
Surgcon:

Firmioe 0ffioccr
‘Cuaplain
Ordnance Officer

Quarternaster Officer
Headquarters Conmandant
Provost Marshall -

Bpecial Service Officer
Military Government Officer

L3 eutenant Colonel WILLIAM E. o

licuten-nt Colonel CHARLES M. DARRETT-
(Iicutenont Colonel FRANK W. MCORMAW

(Captain RODERT E. FURM.AN (Acting From
' . 7 Juno) ’

Iieute t Colonel RAYMOND M. BRITION
Tau '1t"nq’l? Colonel CASIHMIR D. MOSS
(Liettenant Colonel WOLZOTT I, ETIINSE
(%wunded 6 June 1944)
wh)m w&IL‘LAM Gs LINDSTROM Am? ng fronm
7 JLM o 1844)

Tievbtenant Cotonel GEORGE L. E:;)_)L_»s
(Iicutensat Colonel JOSHUA A, FINKLE
(Wounded 7 June 194E

_ (de‘buln WILLTAH 3. MC GUIRE {Acting from

7 June 1944)
'Ln butcnant (,olcnel JOHY M. MOHRMAW

. Major INE G, FaITd

Major FRETERLOK G. MC COLLUM
C ")'Tlu‘!ﬂ HODRICK . OmTO
Caphain PEIFER SHOUVALOFE

NOTES: *Dur:.ni, HORMANDY Ogorqtlon rexmlned in base camps in the United

Kingdon.,
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ANNEX NO, 1 B TO

ALCCOMPANY HISTORICAL

NARRATIVE FOR NORMANDY ‘ )

TROOP _LIST -

ORGINIC

Headquarters and Headquarters Compzny, €231 Airborne Division
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2d Airborne Brigade .
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, €23 Airborne Division Artille
© 325101ider Infantry Regiment

504 Parachute Infantry Regiment*®

305 Parachute Infantry Regiment

507 Parachute Infantry Regiment

$06 Parachute Infantry Regiment

319 Glider Field artillery Battalion

320 Glider Filsld aArtillery Battalion

376 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion*

456 Porachute Fielé Artillery Bettalion

80 sirberne anti-Aireraft Battalion

307 Airborne Engineer Battalion

307 Alrborne Medical Company

~407 Alrborne Quartermaster Company

782 Airborne Ordnence Maintemance Company

€2 Alrborne Signal Campany - - .

82 Airborne Military Folice Platoon ‘

82 Alrborne Reconneisssnee Flatoon (Provisional) -

82 Alrborne Parachute Muintenance Company (Frovisional)

. UNIT, ’ Q@TACHEQ DATES
C Company, 746 Tank Battalion 1 Junme --11 June
4 Company, 746 Tank Battalion 13 June -~21 June
A Company, 712 Tank Battalion ' 1 July =~ 8 July
C Company, 889 Tank Destroyer Battalion "1 June --19 June
A Company, 607 Tank Destroyer Battalion 19 June --"4 July
301 Tank Destroyer Battalion 30 June -— 1 July
£03 Tank Destroyer Battalicn = 1l July =- 8 July
B Troop, 4 Cavalry Reconnalssance Squadron 1 Jume --23 June
87 Armored Ficld Artillery Battalion 1 June -~ 8 June, 14 June -
188 Field Artillery Battalion . - 12 June -~ 8 July 8 July
172 Field irtillery Battallon 16 Junc ~-19 June
D Company, 86 Chemical Mortar Battalion I July ~— 4 July
B Company, 87 Chemical Mortar Battalion , 15 June &-~21 June

3809 Quartermaster Truck Comapny

3810 Quartermaster Truck Company

1-Platoon, 464 Ambulance Company, 31 Mz dical Group

493 Collecting Company, 179 liedical Battalion

374 Collecting Company, 50 Mediecal Battalion

<29 Litter Bearer Platoon

591 Colliscting Company

1st Platoon, €03 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company

NOTE: *504 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 376 Parachute Ficlé Artillery

Battalion, and C Goupany, 307 sirborne Encineer Battalion remain-
ed in base camps, Uuited Hio.dom after returing from aNZID, ITALY.
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ANNEX 1 C- To,
ACCCHPANY HISTORICAL -

NARRATIVE FOR NORMM

CONSOLIDATED LIST- OF ATRCRAFT, PERCONNEL AND MAIOh
E&JTI:B ¥INT OF FORCES "A" i *\IuD "

Cfv

Div Hgy, 824 Abn
508 th ?zfché Inf
56’71311 Prcht I-nf
505th Prcht Inf
307h Abn Engr Sn
824 Abn P/-F.G"rp-s

T0T4L

vt 621 s 210
82d A'i‘?n Ren. Plig_‘ti :
824 Abn Tiv Arty

| 82di .f.sbn- Siz Co: )
80th Abn A4 D
307tk Abn Med Co-
307th Abn Pngr oo '
3I9th Gl Fi 3n
320th GL FA In
326th Gl Inf

24 Zn; 40lst Gl Inf

Comd Vehs, 505, 507,
508 Prcht Infs-

' “FORCE "A" (n‘u

3k

CHU TE)

117

117

9

9

———

378

EERSONNTY,

105 -

 FORCE ¥ 2" (GLIDER).

[

—_.

13-

- 57

10

54

129

43

15.

© 428

s

2 75zm Pack How

PERSOFNZL  GUNS TRES 1/47 ~‘ TLRS Mo
s 12 9 .4-'
49 9 4
50 4 3.
82 7 4 | 5
228 24 57rm AT 27 15
144 | 18 14
g9 ‘5 3
362 12 75w How. 32 17
33 12 105w How 50 20
1841 9 Shmmar 28 15
459 6 5
24 13
3871 193 ~10& 13
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FORCE "O" ( SEARORVE)

u§IT PERS- 23T 1T 13T /47 2%T  7Emm B/AT 1/4T  1/4T
o . ommEL TRK IR IRE w/e DU HOW_ AMB . IRK_ IRL
824 Abn Div Hg - 0 1 & 7 L |
505th Preht Inf - 83 |
- B07th Preht Inf .78
508th Proht Tnf 64
3256h Gl Inf- C o 9 2
Hg & Hg Btfy, IR -
82d 4bn Div Arty - 19  "3- 3 1
319th ¢l Fa Bn | 47 6 3 13
325th Gl Fa 2n 50 3 3 12 1
456th Prcht FA o 15 s 18 10 ar 18
az)th' Lbn AL Bn, o T |
Bn Hg & Med Det - 258 24 (36 50-cal.Al mg) 12 6
307tk £bn Bngr In 66 2 2 S e
824 Abn Sig Co R 11 2
307tk Abn M&d Co 26.  Wm) 5 8 '
87d Abn Ord Maint 4 B ¥ .

Co 68 6 3 3 3
407th gba Q4 Co . B9 -1 - 3 3
82d Abn MP.Plat 0 - L1 | o : 3 3
3809 M Trk Co L1 s _ | 3

* 3810 QM Trk Co 15 sz | o 3
rorats 12 140 3 60 B4 4 0 8 s 5

FORCE "B - 3871
FORCE WA _£206
TOTAL. 11,979

*Remained attached Q.urihg operation,
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ANFEX 1 D 10 )
ACCOMPANY EI STORICAL
NARRATIVE FOR NORMANDY
CASUALTIES
L. 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION CASUALTIES:

Y8 Récapi ttla-t_ion —

JUMBEE, PER_CHNY
* Committed Strength 11,770 100,00
Total Casualties . : ’ 5,436 - 46,18

Killed in actien or o ,

died ¢f wounds ' 1,142 ' 9670
Wounded : - 24373 20,16
-Misging or known : ' . '

eaptured 840 7213
‘Bvacuated Sick - 377 3420

Bvacuated Injured 704 : 5,98
*¥Organic Troops Only ‘

B, Casualties frdmupafaéhute drops and glider landings: - See fanex
1D(1). : :

cs Consclidated casualty repbrts by units: 'See Annex No. L D (2).

. /
, . de. Anelysis of Officer Casualties: See Annex Ho. 1 D (3)
NOTE: The tabulation shown in this annex was prepared on information available as
26 July 1944 and therefore is somewhat ingomplete in reepect to final adjusted
figures. It does, however, give a reliable 1nd3.cat10n of casua}tles anong officers
of the Dlviswn. _

e, émlysis of casultiesg by branch:r Sce Annex No. 1 D (4)e
I\TOHIE}' The tabulation shown im this annex was prepared on infarmation available as
of 26 July 1944 and therefore is-somewhat incomplete in respect to fimel adjusted
figares,s 1t doesy however, give o relinble indication of casunlties by branch of
gervice, ’

2. ETY CASUALTIES:

oo Personnel ~— .

(1) ZEstimated killed in gajor battles only ~~ 1,500
- {2) Coptured ~— 2,156 '

(3) During its canpaien in NOMMANIY the 824 A?ir‘oorne Divigion was
engaged with all or major portions of five different enemy divi-
sions, including the 91st, 243d, 77th, 265th and -353de It is
estimated that thoe 9lst and 265th Divisions were virtually des—
troyed as effec{iive fighting units.’

b. Materiel: Tho retuin of the Diviebon o the United Kingdom provd

en b
ed a thorough search of territory gained during the period &8 July 1944, H,fweVer
a sumary of enemy meteriel known captured or, destroyed by the 82d Alrbornej Divisiz;a
¥n NORMANDY is as follows: * . - -

Tanks, all types . 62
Light Reconnaissance 'Vchiclx,s 2
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Antispenk gms (all calibers) = -~ 24
Ati-aireraft guns (all calibers)’ 14
Seli-~propelled guns (all caliders) 3
Lrillery field pleces (all“types) -3
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AYFEX NO. 1 D (1) To
LCCOZPAYY i C-LP-uhu
¥ARRATIVE -FOR NORMALDY

ASHIITSE DROPS

Following is 2 report of an officinl investigation conducted by the
Division Iaspector Gereral und submltted to thc UlVlslo Commander =25 July
19‘:4'

I compliance wlth your directive dated 13 July 1944 the follow1ng dqva
is submitted for your information:
n. . Dispersioti: Sec annexes 4 and 5

Y. Landings: 6296 paratroopers- dropped.

(1) Casualtiess

Ho. _% _
Znown drowned as a result of the drop 36 .56
Paratroopers abandoned to the enemy as a result of
- -+ Jump injuries €3 .98
Injured in jumpirg and evacuated by friendly forces - 173 2.7

‘

-(2) One complete §tick fromyjtho:507tn is st111 missing.
(3) Yo sticks were destro red completely by loss of alrcrsft before .
Jumping.

(4) Out of 237 Q(~4A's and 187 Horsas used, flve (5) GG-4Aats are
still unaccounted for. ‘hese five (5) 0G-4Als were cut loose
shortly after mnaking o landfall on the west coast of the
peninsula and are nll from the 80th 24 Battnlion. Two are
reported to have been tho result of tow ropes severed by aA
flre.

(5) Casualties in glider serials:

: : _ DAYLIGHT © DARKIESS
Total carried o - 2976 T 957
. ) ¥0. % X0, %
KIa . % 1.35 23 - 2.4
14 © 204 - 7.29 118 iz.2
Fla 0 o. 14 1.46

(6) .The pﬂrcentage chancn of bocomlng a casualtys

-

o , yavLIEIT ' DARKNESS
Horsas 10.5% 16.29

OO-44 ‘ : - 5.8% ' 10.7%

(7Y The follow1ng equlpmznt was upsarv1coablo due to landings:
TELETIETY. e

JEIPS. V TRATLERS GUFS

e

HO. ‘-{5 NO. CARRIED 0. % YO, 0AREIND ¥0.. % 10, CARZIED

-DaVliFQt

Horsas 5. .\ 12.1 a3 9.3 322 . 2 25 8
0G-4a T4 0 20. 70 5  20. 25 2 22.2 9
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o JEIPS | . oo IRAILERS GUITS .
COFQ. % "O CARRIZD - 10. % ¥O. CARRIED ¥0., % .30. CARRIED
Darkness ’ . '
Horsas - 19 = 3.6 - 60 .- - 11 -.28. 39 -7 58, 12
CG-£4 - -~ 11 o a7.8 "3 1 20. .5 7 25. 28
(8) xThére ‘was- . ene known case occurrcd of tow .rope brewklny durlng
oo 'fllght r"hls was-a Of-4A. T : R
(9 Thepe are no kngwn cages of gllders Dulllng loose in fllght during
. or.after take-off.-
S/t/ C.r._:ffg?””T, ;IR-.
it. COl - IGD;¢ :
jInspectOr General
" ¥OTE: Thore are minor discrepﬂncles betwcon this rcport and Annexes 1 C -

and -3 in respect.to number of gliders ond number of wvehicles.


stokesc
Rectangle


ANNEY MO, 1 ‘D) (3) TO
HISTOI ICAL NiRRATIVE TOR
NORMANDY
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*OPERATION NEFTUNE

82D AIRRORME DIVIDICN
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,nnex 1D (2) To . : o
.ccompany Historical Narrative
for NORMaNDY

CONSOLTDATED CASUALTY RFFORT
MORMANDY CLMPAICN
(Adjusted to 12 Decerber 1944)

- i

vissing i Wounded . Injured . Killed | omwdzam@. Net

In \ In - In 4 . In . ‘ Personnel Loss '
hetion Action Action .- Action To Division
vounded RTD  Injured RTD and : : -
: - Died

11q_82dabn Div. 3 7 ;.smy 4 - ..
Tq Co 82 Abr Div 1 10 TR T A A 15 : - :  —
€2 Abn P _Plat 1 T I , e T - . =
504th_Frcht Inf . . . , _ | - i
§05th_pPrcht Inf 60 499 353 164 129 186 Cil : —
305th Gii Irf P4 288 351 162 108 200 e ) : - -
824 Abn Div Arty , - _ 1 T ; “
310th Gld _FL Bn 1 20 T 24 %) 32 57 - ) ——
320th Gid _Fi Bn o 29. 21 27 17 22 ‘ _
wmmwm;mwgsﬁ FA_Bn I — - o _‘ —
456th rrcht FA Bn | 14 10 g ) 78 - - o e e e
Oth Abn AA Bn __ g .28 22 . 2272 18 14 T3 :
-307th ibn Engr Bn 19 30 - 18 - 3T 2 17 15 e
207th sbn Q1 _Co_ __ . , _ . e - -
B5d hbn oig Co - 5 T TR - 2 3T is 11 1 .
307th_abn Med Co 1 Y I - i :
782d._son Ord Maint Co . 1 1 1 1 _ . . -
401st Gii_Inf . & 210 149 37 3D vz ~ A
508 th Prcht Inf 192 487 313 . 118 . 83 . 315 - 93 —
507th -rcnt Int | 337 E56 550 96 =% 521 7
TOTAL | TTTE61 2373 1554 704 502 1142 179_ 3003
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o ANALYSIS COF CaSUALTIES.BV RR: NCH
: 0. 10 (4 , : :
wmwmwwmﬁ. WH1a%mNo 0 | OPEFATTCN NEPTUNE |
mwﬂ< PTVE m.m}zoﬂgyw1: . o 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION .
Gl LIV I - : ‘ : { :DJUSTED &8 ow mm qzwf 104%)

T BOMMTTTED T TEOTAL, : T T -w,w,».x-w--qs,asawnua‘w-sl EVEICULATHD =
' STRENGTH : CASUALTIES . ¥ILLED : ¥ISEINC & CiTTURED ¢ Sick :Injured : ™oinded
\ S EN : 0. EM 20 ENo: O ML G 0 EM 3 O EM:0 . EM: O EM
DIV TROOFS : 144 1282 ¢ 33 . 230 : 22.9  18.7: 5 37r & 6l ¢ :3 . 23: 7 37.:10 81
GLIDLE Ihe : 104 2177 : 68 . 1263 : 65.3 8.0z 21 18%: 1 70 ¢ T 4 149 3 13 176 @ 20 683
: R : : s s 3 1 : .
PRCHT INF : 452 5622 : 268 3166 1 59.5 F€.2: 70 5%4v. 54 . 738 . 4 205 164 221 338 :114 1392
DIV ARETY - : 121 1256 & '23 194 : 19.0 © 1%.4: 11 .40z 2 S 21 6 a4 w1: 7 g
MEDICAL L 64 ,mhw : 1o 156 ¢+ 27,6 2843 1L 17 4 32 : 32 mo_m Hw s 12 . 84
TrAL:  : 885 10885 : 211 5018 : 46.4  46.1: 108 813: 67 903 : 4 115 362 : 45 625 1172 2315
. AGCREGATE 11770 5420 : 4651 :: 921 3. 970 : 4 T 377 ¢+ 670 1 2487
‘ \ _ : : 3 : $ t . : : :



AYNEX WO. 2 TO
ACCOMPANY HISTORICAL
KARRATIVE FOR FORMAKDY

Following is a report subnlttcd by the Ass1stant thief of Staff, G—4 on
25 July 1944,

1. Resupply durlng Oporatlon leTUYJ breqks down into two thSCS.
Phase I. ‘Automatic resupply dropped by parachute the morning of D
plus 1.

Phase II. Resupply on call delivered by glfder'it various times
after break through occurred and beachend was sufficiently orgenized to
permit gliders to land on the bewch or large flelds w1thout opposition.

2. Phase I. This was o pre—-arranged delivery of about 280 tons of all
types of expendable SUleles —— mainly ammunition. ' Of the 250 tons, only
about 200 tons left the UK due to non-availlability of equlpment in UK. This
was dropped in and around the Division area. about 50% was picked up at once
-~ some items resching small groups who were still isolated west of the

MERDER3IT River., Some undoudbtedly fell in German hands. 4 continuing search
was made for these bundles and it is believed that we eventually found about.
70% or 140 tons of this equipment,

3. FPhase II. Deliveriég during this period were in response to our
Tequests for si,.nal equipment, crew-served weapons, including artillery
pieces, and GAMMOY grenades. sll of this equipment arrived safely and
renched this Division except for 6000 GAMIOW grenades lost due to our not =
sending a representative to follow this property through ,to this Division.

& list-of major items of these shipments follows:

4 -~ 57mm, AT guns 3 - 105mm, M3 Hows
19 - 8lmm o 11,000 - GAMIIOY grenades
20 -~ 60mn ' ' 4 - SCR-193. '
10 - .IKG . : 4 - SCR-284
20 - HiG , 3 - SCR-300
50 - ATRL . - . 45 miles wire, w130

"4 - 7Hmm, Pack Hows @ . : 1 ton_batteries
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AWNEX NO,
ACCOMPANY
FARRATIVE

3 TO
HISTORICAL

FOR FORMANDY

AIR MOVH{ENT TASLES

Extracted from officinl air movement tables nublished in Field Orders of
the 824 Airvorne Division and the 52d and 53d Troop Carrier "ings.
were thosc assigned by Suprcme Herdquarters, illied Expeditienary Force. = 7

borne Unit

AIR FOVALET TABLE ~ PARASHUTE

Codc names

D7

‘Ser—  Air USTSC  To. - Takooff - 2
ial Unit /¢ sirficld Tine
4 82d Pathfinders 1st P/F 3 ¥. ithem 0 0121
5  82d Pathfinders 1st P/F 3 ¥. “ithan 7 0138
6 824 Pathfinders 1st P/F 3 ¥, Witham T 0202
KISSIQL "BOSTOH! .
(>=_DnYy-
17 - . 2 Bn 505 Prcht 316 Gp 36 Tottesnore -0 . 0151
18 3 Bn 505 Prcht 316 Gp 36 Sottesmore 0 0157
19 - 1 Ba 505 Prcht 315 Gp 36) . -
Hq & Hq Co 505 - 9) 48 Spanhoe 0 0203
Plat 207 Abn Engr Bn 2) . ~
Det. Eq 82 .bn Div -
20 2 Bn 508 Prcht Inf  B14°Gp 36 seltby i 0208
21 Hq & Hq Co 508 314 Gp 9) |
Co B (») 307 Ergr 6) 24 Saltby it 0214
Force WA" Hg 9) ‘
22 1 Bn 508 Prcht Inf 313 Gp 365 Tolkingham, iy 0220
23 3 on 508 Prcht Inf 313 Gp 36 . . Folkingham N 0226
24 2 Bn 507 Prcht Inf 61 Gp . 36 Barkston T 0232
; ' Henth '
25 3 Bn 507 Prcht Inf 6l Gp 36 Barkston T 0228
¢ ' : : Heath
_iEE>26 ' 1 Bn 507 Preht Inf 442 Gp 36) 45 Fulbock i 0244
\ | 9)
111 §5T0F MEREEPQRTM
(D PLUS OF3)
-~ (BESUPPLY)
38 Resupply 61 Gp - 47 " Bmriston 0 0611
v Heath
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Ser—

.xrborne Unit

st ¥

Unit

Takeoff

Alrfi eld.

DZ
Mne

Jial -

39

. ser— .

Rt

Resupply

R.esuﬁpfy' .

esupply

; ,‘-"‘ R.L:v 7:_11.:1 i

Ai?i'born‘e Ifni t-

313 Gp-
314 Gp

516 Qp7

46

Folk:.ngh'un

Sal tby

OTJ.: -XI?"Y r;_-—-—3\78

TIT

u...),

- GLIDT -

- UsTee
Unit

£

: ‘_ 0. .
alc:

‘Ltl

.{Gli dors .
CG Hor-

. Jottesmore -0

‘Pakeoff .12
CAirfield

0617

0623

0629+

1z .
Time

’28i :

30

B

32

33

34

‘Btry

Btrys 4 & B 80
Abn AA Bn .
Hq 82 sbn Div (-)

- ASP (Glider): .

82 Abn Div irty
82 Abn Sig Co "

80 Abn“ )
A Bn ) A
Hq .82 sbn Div

T Cmd veu, Div :iq
. 82 Abn Sig’ Co”
~ASP (Glider) -~

82 tbn Div Arty

¥q 80 ibn 44 Bn

307 ibn lied Co
82 Ren Plat

82 ibn Sig Co
Zg 82 rbn Div

' nsp Vehlcles (Prcht)

319 G1¥ 3'_ 3n

320 Gli Fi Bn.

82-ibn DV Arty

...307 Abn Med Co .
~ Co 4 307 Abn -

Engr Bn (=)

" 320 Gli Fa Bn-

1 Bn 325 Gli Inf

Co:A 307 Abn.
Engr 2n

LI SST0E -"DETROI T

(.L)"D.x_)_ e

437 o = 82 -

. MISSICY FLIRA"

(D-DaY)

487 ap

438 Gp

a%66p

26

VTR

44 s

U SETCN

13

18

oo

12 " 38

 WJS$U*"&QV%WWﬁ7

( D PLUS OF L)

437 op

50

28 15

4 3

Membury

Remsbury O.

Ramsbury T -

Greenhan - W
Commons

welford = Y

Ramsbury W

;o

0400

12110

2120

2310

0700
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Ser-  Alrborne Unit USTCC . ¥o. = Gliders -~ Tokeoff LZ  IZ
ial o  Unit Afc o6 Eor-  Adrfield Time
' N 4A 88
35 Hq & Hq Co 325 434 Gp 50 40 Aldermaston W 0710
' Gli iInf G- ' .
82 Abn Div Arty | 5
Co 4 307 Abn Engr Bn 2
82 Atn Ren Piab. 3
Cmd Veh 508 Precht Inf 1
. KISSION LS CK
(D PrJs V'S
36 ’1'3' 335 a1t Iof 489 Gp 50. 10 15  Uppotery ¥ 0900
2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 10 15 : g
37 2 3%5 Gli Ini‘ Sply 49 Gp 50 18 0910
2 Bn €01 Gli Inf Sply - 18
serv Co 325 Gli Inf- ' 3
cmd Veh 505; 507; 508 £l
Prcht Infs ’ R
COTALS 428 240 188
NOTE: TPigures for Hy., 82 ibn Div Hg include Div Hq Co and 82 Abn 1P Plat.
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ACCOMPANY HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

 PRCHT TAKE-OFF FIELDS.
® GLIDER TAKE-OFF FIELDS.
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82P AIRBORNE DIVISION.

ANNEX NO. 4b TO
ACCOMPANY HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
FOR
NORMANDY

GLIDER LANDING PATTERNS
6-7 JUNE 1944
(See also Annex 3)

LEGEND:

° = (any color)- CG 4A or Horsa Glider.
BLUE = Serial 28.
BLACK = Serials 30 & 31.

RED = Serials 32 & 33.
BROWN = Serials 34 & 35.
GREEN = Serials 36 & 37.

NOTES: . i

GENERAL: 5 Gliders landed from 24 to 33 miles from LZ's.
SERIAL 28 - 3 Gliders MIA, no exact location know on 3 Gliders.
SERIALS 30 & 31 . . "oyt
SERIALS 32 8 33;—-These serials were briefed for LZ W g A
message was sent from Hq 822 A/B DIVISION, NORMANDY, reque-
sting that these serials be directed fo LZ "0". This message sent
was not received by IX TCC. Apanel was displayed at 061500
from the reconnaisance plane for the D Day Dusk serial indicating
that the Eureka and panels would be placed in vicinity of LZ ‘0.
This plane never saw the panel. The Eureka and the panel landing
“T" were set up in the vicinity of LZ "0" and the resulting "pull” of
the Eureka versus the briefing of the pilots, both glider and tug
may account for the general dispersion between “0" & “W!
SERIALS 34 8 35- One Glider landed at PORTLAND BILL, ENG-
LAND; no exact location/own on 2 Gliders.

SERIALS 36 & 37- kact location known for 2 Gliders.

SCALE

 Sisieny



CHERBOURG

82°2 AIRBORNE DIVISION
. ‘ ANNEX NO. 4a TO
: ACCOMPANY HIST(F):RIF?AL NARRATIVE
o

NORMANDY
PARACHUTE DROP PATTERNS
6 June 1944
(see aiso Annex 3a)
LEGENC:
o = Stick or Planeload of Parachutists.
x = Pathfinders. ‘

COLORS :
RED = Serials 17,18 and 19.
@ : | GREEN = Serials 20,21 and 22.
VALOGNES BLACK = Serials 23,24and 25.

.. STICKS NOT SHOWN ON CHART:

NTE a. REDB One stick destroyed on runway, one returned to ENG~
| . @MO BOURG LAND.

b. GREEN- One stick missing in action, no location known on
@BRICQUEBEC six sticks. ’

. ’ * ¢. BLACK=-One stick 25 miles south of Drop Zone, ten sticks

20 miles south of Drop Zone, no location known on fwo
— : sticks.

| 0 I SCALE 3 4 5 Miles
bl

.,
. ..nc.

qusie-.MtRE EGLISE

- ISIGNY
CARENTAN y
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ACCOMPANY HSJ&RIOAL NARRATIVE

822 AIRBORNE DIVISION
ANNEX NO. 5 TO

NORMANDY

g

NEPTUNE.
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29 Juul (94

OrarericaL or
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§2° A/B DNISION T

S. ARMY

, BASED ON REPORTS OF
OF GLIDER LANDINGS OF
PS (N OPERATION

UNE 1944
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